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Tue GoveRNor To THE SECRETARY oF STATE. 


The Palace, 
Valletta, 
15th October, 1914. 
Sir, 

I wave the honour to forward, for your information, the 
accompanying report by the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief 
Secretary to Government on the Malta Blue Book for the year 
1913-14. 


I have, &c., 


Lesiiz RunpDtez, 


Governor. 
The Right Honourable 


L. Harcourt, M.P., 
&e., &e., &e. 


Lieutenant-Governor’s Office, 
Malta, 
14th October, 1914. 
Sir, 


I have the honour to submit the following report on the annual 
Blue Book for the year 1913-14. 


His Excellency 
The Governor. 
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REPORT ON THE BLUEBOOK FOR THE YEAR 
1913-14. 


I.—FINANCIAL. 


The revenue for the year 1913-14 was £423,108, and the expenditure 
£402,521 ; there was therefore an excess of revenue over expenditure 
of £20,587. The total amount of duty paid on articles imported for 
His Majesty’s Naval and Military Services, and subsequently refunded 
to the Imperial Government in the form of drawback, was £21,226. 
The actual revenue for the year was consequently £401,882 and the 
actual expenditure £381,295. 


The net surplus on 31st March, 1914, stood at £37,992, as against 
£9,225 on the corresponding date of the previous year. 


The revenue and expenditure for the past five years are shown 
below :— 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £ 
1909-10 or ys 436,200 458,013 
1910-11 pi 441,444 467,373 
1911-12 a re 448,114 467,783 
1912-13 Re ats 442,035 427,581 
1913-14 ae wis 423,108 402,521 
Revenue. 


The revenue collected in 1913-14 fell short of that received in 1912-13 
by £18,927. There were appreciable increases under Stamp Duties 
(£567) ; Railway (£242); Electric Lighting (£615); Interest (£616) ; 
and Miscellaneous Receipts (£345), while the important decreases 
were under :— 


Customs (£15,930), due to shrinkage in the importation of wheat 
and tobacco, the market having been overstocked in 1912-13 ; to the 
discontinuance of arrangements under which import duty on frozen 
meat for Imperial service was paid by contractors subject to rebate, 
and to a falling off in the consumption of wines, beer, spirits, petroleum 
and sugar. 


MALTA, 1913-14. 5 


Licences, Court Fines, etc. (£1,194), due partly to the fact that 
licences for the sale of wines and spirits were made renewable on 1st 
January, whereby proportionate amounts of fees were collected in 
1912-13, and partly to a decrease in the aggregate amount of fines 
inflicted by the Courts. 

Fees of Court (£637), due to a falling off in the number of cases taken 
into court. 

Post Office (£616), due to a decrease in the number of mails received 
and despatched. 

Rents (£2,879), due principally to the facts that Easter rents fell 
due in April, and that certain urban tenements remained unlet for 
some time during the year. 


Expenditure. 


The expenditure amounted to £402,521, and was made up as 
follows :— 


Establishments :— 
Personal Emoluments . . .. £163,604 
Other charges .. re -. 142,338 
. 305,942 
Interest and Burthens eae at oS 21,561 
Pensions is oy os 23 25,898 
Miscellaneous Services — ee ne 429 
Public Works va 3 ne ss 48,691 
£402,521 


As compared with that of 1912-13, the total expenditure for 1913-14 
shows a decrease of £25,060. 


The principal increases were under the following heads :— 
Pensions (£1,074). 


Treasury (£1,985), due to the fact that the rents of property of 
the Monte di Pieta, collected by the Treasury and refunded to that 
Institution, have hitherto been charged to “ Miscellaneous Services.” 


Customs and Port Department (£23,819), due to the fact that draw- 
back has hitherto been defrayed from “‘ Miscellaneous Services.” 


Charitable Institutions (£3,270), due to the transfer to this head 
of expenditure formerly charged to “‘ Miscellaneous Services.” 


The chief reductions were under :— 


“ Charges on account of Interest and Burthens” (£4,908), due mainly 
to a loss incurred in 1912-13 on the sale of securities and payments 
to Depreciation Fund ; “ Post Office” (£1,825), due to re-organization 
and to the decrease in the number of mails received and despatched ; 
“ Military Expenditure” (£2,500), due to the fact that the contri- 
bution in aid of the military service has been discontinued ; “‘ Miscel- 
laneous Services” (£32,954), due to the transfer of expenditure to other 
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Heads ; “ Public Works Department” (£1,094), due to vacancies and 
re-organization of establishment ; “‘ Water Works and Electric Lighting 
Department”’ (£1,747), due to reorganization of establishment and. 
decrease in electric lighting renewals and extensions ; ‘‘ Public Works 
Annually Recurrent” (£2,939), and “ Public Works Extraordinary” 
(£5,114), due to the limitation of the programme to urgent works. 


The following table shows the assets and liabilities of the Government 
at the close of the past two years :— : : 














Year. Assets. Liabilities. Surplus. 
£ £ £ 
1912-13 .. ae 733,189 723,964 9,225 
1913-14 .. ae 749,754 711,762 37,992 
Increase .. ay 16,565. aS 28,767 
Decrease . . she 3% 12,202 





The amount of British coin in circulation on 3lst March, 1914, is 
toughly estimated at £425,000. 





IL—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


The total value of the imports of merchandise, including the value 
of goods entered by parcel post and excluding bullion and goods 
imported for transhipment, was £2,510,934, as compared with 
£2,614,566 in 1912-13, showing a decrease of £103,632. 


Imports. 


The values of imports for the last three years under the main headings 
were as follows :— 





1911-12 1912-13 1913-14 





£ £ £ 
Food, drink, and tobacco .. . 1,291,258 1,300,701 1,100,775 
Raw materials and articles mainly 
unmanufactured a . 477,823 636,730 729,330 
Manufactured articles ss 499,585 482,827 463,588 


Miscellaneous and unclassified .. | 145,021 | 194,308 | 217,241 





Total . oe .» |£2,413,687 | 2,614,566 | 2,510,934 











The value of imports during the year was £2,128 below the average 
for the past three years. 

The increases in the value of imports which call for special notice. 
are :— 

Beans (£14,708).—Increased importation due to lower prices 
prevailing during the year. 
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Coal (£108,032).—Increase in the number of steamers calling at 
Malta for bunker coal. 

Cotton seed (£5,926).—Larger consumption due to increase in local 
live stock, : 2 < 

Horses (£3,079).—Increase in importation due to cheap prices. 

Saggina (£6,342).—In view of favourable prices considerable‘ quanti- 
ties were imported. : yas, 

Wine (£3,062).—A larger quantity was placed on the local market 
by foreign manufacturers. 











There were decreases under :—bullocks, (£21,564); cotton goods 
(£9,131); flour and semola (£5,718); petroleum (£6,002) ; sugar 
(£16,516) ; unmenufactured tobacco (£26,103) ; wheat (£135,977). 

The following table shows the net amount of duty collected, as 
compared with the amount received in 1912-13 :-— 

Amount | Amount 
Articles. received | received | Increase. | Decrease. 
1912-13. | 1913-14. 
£ £ £ £ 
Beer og ee ae 18,520 18,669 149 aa 
Bullocks and other animals 

of the kind as ade 5,917 4,817 £3 1,100 
Grains ee ‘ aie 68,135 57,051 a 11,084 
Manufactured grain ie 40,369 38,902 zie 1,467 
Horses... as aS 60 322 262 1 
Methylated spirits ae 82 99 7 ae 
Mules ar) ea a 6 23 17 ¥e 
Oil eo ws at 2,885 2,771 ae 114 
Petroleum Be ce 7,013 5,630 = 1,383 
Potatoes .. ea oe 2,600 2,954 354 os 
Pulse a $y iv 4,500 4,881 381 | ey 
Seeds ay i 1,404 1,452 48 
Sheep a re ai 2 13 ll ae 
Spirits en ay o% 24,385 23,704 ae ) 681 
Sugar as a nas 6,378 5,768 we 610 
Tobacco .. tes Re 13,105 10,646 ae | 2,459 
Varnish .. Se 2 40 30 at 10 
Vinegar .. Ss ive 25 32 7 we 
Wine tb a ae 30,245 33,199 2,954 

{ 
(a) (a) 
Total <s .» | £225,322 208,084 4,200 17,238 

















(a) After deducting amounts paid as drawback on frozen meat in excess 
of duties received during the year. 


The following figures show the imports in the past three years :— 





1911-12 1912-13 1913-14 





£ Percent.) £ Percent. £ Percent. 
{1,011,140 41-9 {1,129,799 43°2 [1,154,154 46-0 


United Kingdom 
British Colonies ..| 61,971 2-6 | 103,848 4:0 61,183 24 
Foreign Countries . 1,340,576 55°5 [1,380,919 52'8 [1,295,597 51-6 
Total . .{£2,413,687 2,614,566 2,510,934 

92) : 
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Exports. 
The. value of exports amounted to £1,053,854, as against £977,656 in 
1912-13, showing an increase of £76,198. 


Details of goods exported during the past three years are 
given below :— 








1911-12 1912-13 1913-14 
2 £ Percent.) £ Percent. £ Per cent. 
United Kingdom : 
Local produce... | 21,568 8:0 | 30,149 o7 33,166 12:1 


Foreign produce .. | 8,216 17 | 15,746 a4 18,355 24 


British Possessions : 





Local produce ..} 6,003 2:2 | 13,105 4:2 14,285 5:2 

Foreign produce .. 1,404 03 1,535 0-2 2,401 03 
Foreign Countries : 

Local produc... |242,989 89°8 |267,118 86-1 | 226,594 82:7 

Foreign produce .. |470,242 98:0 |650,003 97°4 | 759,053 97-3 
Total : 

Local produce... |270,560 310,372 274,045 

Foreign produce .. |479,862 667,284 779,809 
Total export trade £ |750,422 977,656 1,053,854 














The principal increases in local exports were the following :—hides 
and skins, £3,465 ; cummin seed, £1,357 ; preserved tomatoes, £1,537 ; 
textiles £2,343. There were decreases under raw cotton, £4,544 ; 
potatoes, £10,796; flour and semola, £8,626; goats, £1,119; bran, 
£2,213. 


The exports under the main headings during the past three years 
were as follows :— 





1911-12 1912-13 1913-14 





£ Percent. £ Percent. £ Percent. 
Food, drink and 
tobacco .. oe 227,801 30:4 | 221,646 22:7) 192,670 183 
Raw materials and 
articles mainly un- 
manufactured .. 429,833 57:3 | 630,538 64:6 | 749,507 71:1 
Manufactured articles} 81,553 10°8 67,532 69 60,274 
Miscellaneous and 
unclassified ne 11,235 15 57,940 59 51,403 49 





Total .. (£750,422 977,656 1,053,854 
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Shipping. 


The number and tonnage of steamers and sailing vessels which 
entered and cleared during the past two years are as follows :— 

















| { 
1912-18 1913-14 Number. |Tonnage. 
f 
| Number. | Tonnage. |Number.} Tonnage. | Inc.|Dec.|Increase. 
Steamers : 
Entered --| 2,924 | 5,178,868 | 2,717 | 5,512,876] — | 207/ 334,008 
Cleared -| 2,912 | 5,161,508 | 2,722 | 5,520,447! — | 190) 358,939 
Sailing vessels : 
Entered 561 29,610) 649 33,217} 88 | — 3,607 
Cleared 557 28,962| 638 31,072) 81 | — 2,110 
Total— 
Entered . .| 3,485 | 5,208,478 | 3,366 | 5,546,093; — | 119} 337,615 
Cleared -| 3,469 | 5,190,470 | 3,360 | 5,551,519} — | 109! 361,049 























The nationality of steamers which called at Malta during-the years 
1912-13 and 1913-14 was as follows :— 


























Number of steamers. Tonnage. 
Nationality. 

1912-13 1913-14 1912-13 1913-14 
British 7 1,183 | 1,169 2,758,869 | 2,846,121 
Austrian 620* 505* 573,860 539,792 
Belgian .. 44 44 69,903 710,680 
Danish 28 8 29,505 9,895 
Duteh 86 119 116,622 261,368 
French 51 61 83,919 | 106,681 
German .. 471 536 1,058,036 | 1,418,852 
Hellenic .. 52 44 82,954 68,479 
Italian 277 184 242,728 -186,957 
Norwegian 54 21 81,999 36,881 
Swedish .. ee 32 12 56,240 12,138 
Other Countries. . 16 14 24,233 15,032 
Total Foreign 1,741 1,548 2,419,999 | 2,666,755 
Total British and Foreign 2,924 2,717 5,178,868 | 5,512,876 











*Including the subsidized mail steamer. 


British steamers show a decrease of 14 in number (1°2 per cent.) and 
an increase of 87,252 in tonnage (3:2 per cent). 


Foreign steamers decreased in number by 193 (11° 7 per cent) and 
increased in tonnage by 246,756 (10°2 per cent). 
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The following comparative table shows the percentage of tonnage of 
British and foreign steamers which entered and cleared at this port 
during the last two years :— 








Entered. Cleared. 
With | Without! With | Without 
cargo for |cargofor| Total. | cargo for|cargofor} Total. 
Malta. | Malta. Malta. | Malta. 





1912/1913)1912/1913/1912/1913) 191211913 1912)1913)1912/1913 
13) -14) -13/ —14) —13) -14) -13) -14) —13) -14) -13) -14 





p.c. | p.c. | p.c | p.c. | p.c. | p.c. | p.c. | p.c. | p.c. | p.c. bec. | pie. 


British  .. | 52°6) 55-2) 53-8) 48-9) 53-3) 51-6] 52-4) 53-2) 53-8) 50°7| 53-3) 51-5 
Foreign .. | 47:4) 44:8) adi 51:1) 46-7| 48-4] 47:6] 46°8) 46-2) 49-3 med 48-5 























The totals of the shipping entered and cleared during the last five 
years are as follows :— _ 























Year. Entered, Cleared. 
Number. Tonnage. Number. Tonnage. 
_ 1909-10 2,992 3,755,095 2,979 3,750,241 
1910-11 3,059 4,337,736 3,048 4,329,301 
1911-12 2,931 4,119,221 2,911 4,121,599 
1912-13 3,485 5,208,478" 3,469 5,190,470 
1913-14 3,366 5,546,093 3,360 5,551,519 

Agriculture. 


The total area of land under cultivation was 41,603 acres, a falling 
off of 78 acres from the previous year, while the area of uncultivated 
land was estimated at 4,812 acres, as against 4,763 in 1912-13. 


At the’ end of the year the number of holdings was estimated at 
11,103 (the average acreage being 3°7 acres per holding), as against 
11,105.in 1912-13. The principal agricultural products were cereals, 
including wheat, barley, and “ mischiato ” (a mixture of both), forage 
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and potatoes. The total area under cereals was 13,894 acres, as 
compared with 13,661 acres in the previous year, and the total yield 
in the past two years was as follows :— 











Year. Wheat. Barley. Mischiato. Total. 
Qrs. Qrs. Qrs. Qrs. 
1912-13... 30,333 16,360 7,100 53,793 
1913-14 .. 26,338 17,360 6,298 49,996 
Total 56,671 33,720 13,398 103,789 

















The area under beans and other pulse was 2,323 acres, against 1,987 
acres in 1912-13 ; and the total yield was 3,920 quarters, as compared 
with 3,875 quarters i in'the previous year. The area planted with tubers 
was 4,488 acres, as against 4,048 acres in 1912-13; and the total 
yield was 387,122 cwts., as compared with 411,758 cwts., in 1912-13, 
a decrease of 24,636 cwts. The importation of potatoes shows an 
increase of 13,566 cwts. The quantity imported in the year under 
Teview was 118,262 cwts., of which 86,278 cwts. were used as seed, 
and the rest.consumed locally. 


The area planted with onions was 1,119 acres, against 1,032 acres in 
1912-13. The yield amounted to 6, 180 tons, as compared with 6,340 
tons. 


Cummin seed was planted on 1,546 acres , against 1,391 acres. “The 
total yield amounted to 8,348 cwts., a decrease of 3 902 ewts. on the 
yield of 1912-13, 


The total quantity of oranges, lemons, and mandarines gathered is 
estimated at 167,000 dozen, as against 164,000. 


Cotton was grown on 1,042 acres, as against’ 1,444; and the total 
yield was 225,860 lbs. (or an average of 211 Ibs. per acre), against 
244,920 Ibs. (an average of 214 per acre) in 1912-13. The average price 
per Ib. obtained was 6d. The quantity exported, including balance of 
stock of previous years, was 270,803 lbs. ; 89 per cent. of the cotton 
produced. was exported to Italy, between 9 and 10 per cent. to Germany, 
and 1 per cent. to France. There was no exportation of cotton to the 
Uniied Kingdom. 


11,108 acres were under clover, barley (cut in the green stage), 
vetches, etc., as against 11,705 acres in the previous year. The total 
yield amounted to 389,460 loads of ten bundles each, as compared 
with 426,500 loads in 1912-13. 


The year was again a bad one for the potato spring crop, which 
suffered from blight, but was a fairly good one as regards cereals and 
forage. The production of onions was an average one, but record 
Prices were obtained owing to the failure of the Egyptain crop. 
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Fisheries. 


Five hundred and ninety seven boats are engaged in the fishing 
industry and the number of hands employed is estimated at one 
thousand five hundred and thirty-four. 





III.—LEGISLATION. 


The number of Ordinances passed by the Legislature during the 
year was eighteen, the more important being :— 


No. IV of 1913—‘‘ An Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. X of 
1886.” The object of this Ordinance is to discontinue the free house 
allowance of three gallons of water per head hitherto enjoyed by 
consumers. 


No. VII of 1913—“ An Ordinance to make provision for the abolition 
of the Malta Country District Courts.” On grounds of economy and 
expediency all the courts have been centralized in Valetta. 


No. XII of 1913—“ An Ordinance to amend the Criminal Laws.” 
The object of this Ordinance is that of simplifying and expediting the 
procedure of the police courts. It also contains provisions extending 
the powers of the courts of justice in repressing offences of minors ; 
increasing the penalties for forgeries ; in dealing with offences against 
the gaming laws, and refusals to assist the police in riots. 

No. XV of 1913—“ An Ordinance to amend the Laws.of Organization 
and Civil Procedure.” Under this Ordinance the Courts of Appeal 
have been unified, the English procedure relating to the signing of 
judgments on writs specially endorsed adopted, the system of trans- 
eribing notes of evidence discontinued, and the law of evidence modified. 
by making parties to a case in a civil action competent and compellable 
witnesses. 





IV.—EDUCATION. 
Elementary Education. 


During the scholastic year Ist September, 1912, to 31st August, 
1913, the number of Government day schools was the same as in the 
previous year, and included 38 boys’ schools (29 in Malta and 9 in 
Gozo), 89 girls’ schools (30 in in Malta and 9 in Gozo), and 10 infant 
schools (9 in Malta and 1 in Gozo). 

The girls’ schools generally included infant divisions. 

The average number of scholars on the registers was 18,892 (9,815 
boys and 9,077 girls) ; the average attendance was 16,105 (8,512 boys 
and 7,593 girls). The percentage of the average attendance to the 
average number on the registers was 85'2. The figures for the previous 
year were 18,638, 15,796 and 84'8, 
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The highest enrolment during the statistical year was 21,845 (11,399 
boys and 10,446 girls), while the lowest was 15,880 (8,441 boys and 
7,439 girls). The figures for the previous year were 21,243 and 15,662 
respectively. 

On the 31st July, 1913, the schools were attended by 19,590 scholars 
(10,176 boys and 9,414 girls), as similarly compared with 19,524 in 1912. 

The average number of pupils on the registers in the drawing classes 
was 354, and the average attendance was 259. In the modelling and 
wood-carving classes the figures were 47 and 31 respectively. 

7,900: new scholars were admitted during the year, and 5,545 were 
withdrawn, as against 7,071 and 6,418 respectively in the previous year. 

The number of night schools was 37 (28 in Malta and 9 in Gozo), 
with an average enrolment of 1,846 and an average attendance of 
949. The corresponding figures for the previous year were 1,905 and 
1,008. 

The teaching staff of the elementary schools numbered 766, as in 
the previous year, and included 40 masters, 51 mistresses and 510 
assistant teachers (220 men and 290 women), 45 monitors, 110 moni- 
tresses, and 10 teachers for instruction in special subjects (drawing, 
modelling and wood-carving, dress-cutting and lace-making). Twenty- 
five masters and twenty-seven mistresses of the teaching staff have 
undergone courses of training in England. 

The local training schools were S reended by 170 males and 196 
females, as compared with 174 and 208, respectively, in 1912-13. 

The total expenditure on elementary education during the financial 
year 1913-14 was £27,520, as compared with £27,746 in the previous 


year. 

Calculated on the average number of scholars on the registers the 
average cost per head was 26s. 6d., and calculated on the average 
attendance it was 32s. 3d. 


Secondary Education. 


The attendance in the Lyceum for the scholastic year 1912-13 was 
560. The average percentage of attendance was 90 in the obligatory 
subjects, 75 in the optional subjects, and 61 in the classes of marine 
and electrical engineering. 


The Boys’ Secondary School, Gozo, was attended by 51 pupils, who 
made an average attendance of 94:0 per cent., as compared with an 
attendance of 59 and percentage of attendance of 98°0 in the previous 
year. 


The Girls’ Secondary School, Malta, was attended by 187 pupils, 
as against 163 in the preceding year ; the average percentage of attend- 
ance was 82, as compared with 98. 


The total cost of secondary education was £4,365, and included 
Lyceum (£3,453), Boys’ Secondary School, Gozo (£251), and Girls’ 
Secondary School, Malta (£661); the revenue was £1,271, inclusive 
of £865 from the Lyceum and £405 from the Girls’ Secondary School. 
The average cost per student was £5 Os. 6d. in the Lyceum, £4 18s. 3d. 
in the Secondary School, Gozo, and £1 7s. 4d. in the Girls’ Secondary 
School, Malta. 
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The average number of students attending the University was 220, 
as compared with 165 in the previous year, and included students 
in theology (15), law (64), medicine (39), literature and science (88), 
and engineering and architecture (14). 


Fifty candidates entered for the Matriculation Examination held 
in 1913, of whom 33 were successful. 


The total cost of the University, including the Botanic Gardens, 
was £5,875, and the revenue was £1,815 ; the average cost per student 
was £16 10s. 2d., as compared with £24 6s. Od. in the previous year. 





V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


Hospitals, Asylums, ete. 


In 1913-14, 3,544 patients were admitted into the hospitals of 
Malta and Gozo, as against 3,400 for the previous year. There were 
398 deaths, as compared with 360 in 1912-13. In addition to these, 
140,795 persons were attended by the District.Medical Officers at the 
Government dispensaries or at their own residences, as against 128,927 
in the previous year. 


There were 733 patients in the Lunatic Shes on 31st March, 1914. 
The number of admissions was 127 ; 34 were discharged as cured, ll 
as reliéved, 6 not imiproved, 37 not subjécts for the Asylum. ° The 
number of deaths was 60. The revenue from the Asylum farm waa 
£1,116, and the expenditure thereon £629, leaving a profit of £486. 


The number of inmates in the Leper Hospital increased from 105 on 
3st March, 1913, to 108 at the end of the year. The number of 
deaths was 13, 


The recipients of relief at the Poor Houses at Malta:and Gozo aa 
the Orphan Asylum were 1,357, as compared with 1,467 in the 
preceding year. 


~ The number of persons receiving outdoor relief was 4,032. 


The total cost of the charitable institutions in the two islands 
(exclusive of works) was £72,943. 


Savings Bank. 


The number of depositors in the Savings Bank on 31st March, 1914, 
was 7,462, and the amount standing to their credit was £536,233, of 
which £527,882 was invested in British and other securities. 


The deposits made during the year amounted to £104,933, and the 
withdrawals to £116,066, as against £111,401 and £126,948, ‘respectively, 
in the previous year. 
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The expenses of management and the interest credited to depositors 
amounted to £10,855, whilst the revenue derived from interest on 
invested funds, unappropriated interest, and sale of pass books was 
£17,108, leaving a net profit of £6,253. 


In the Gozo Savings Bank there were 808 depositors on the 31st 
March, 1914, the total amount standing to their credit being £62,505. 
The deposits made during the year amounted to £8,902, and the with- 
drawals £14,884, as compared with £7,014 and £12,646 in the previous 
year. 





VI.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
Police. 


The establishment of the Police on 31st March, 1914, was 35 officers 
and 494 non-commissioned officers and men, and the actual strength 
was 29 officers and 488 non-commissioned officers an“. men. 

The total cost of the Police for the year 1913-14 was £32,696, made 
up of £27,953 for personal emoluments and £4,743 for other charges. 


Prisons. 


The total number of persons committed, exclusive of debtors, was 
8,985, of whom 7,743 were males and 1,242 females. The following is a 
comparative statement of committals for the past two years :— 











3 1912-13. 1913-14. 
Malta: . oar 
Criminal prisoners as 12,187 8,182 
Debtors... ca a 4 eres) 
Goro: 
Criminal prisoners ays 1,253 803 
Total oi Ac 13,444 * 8,993 











The number of persons sentenced to imprisonment with or without 
hard labour was 589, as against 864 in the previous year. The number 
of prisoners under detention (not confined in association with prisoners 
under hard Jabour or imprisonment) was 7,593, as against 11,322 
in 1912-13. 


The juvenile offenders were 895, as compared with 1,516 in 1912-13. 


The general health of the prisoners was good. Twelve prisoners 
were admitted to the prison infirmary during the year, and the daily 
average on the sick-list, including prisoners on medical diet not 
admitted into the infirmary,was 37°88, as against 32°75 in the previous 
year. 


16 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


Two deaths occurred during the year due to heart.disease. 

The number of offences against discipline by prisoners was 1,505, 
as compared with 1,989 in 1912-13. 

The prisoners were employed on various kinds of work, e.g., pumping” 
water, stone-breaking, cultivation of prison lands, manufacturing coir 
mats, cleaning, washing, making and mending clothing and bedding 
for the prison ; and those who knew a trade were employed on tin- 
smith work, painting, white-washing, masonry and carpentry. 

The total cost of the prisons in the two islands was £6,012. 


Criminal and Judicial Statistics. 


The number of offences reported to the police was 35,570, as against 
37,247 in 1912-13, a decrease of 1,677. 
They may be classified as follows :— 


Homicide .. ns 5 a oe fe 6 
Other offences against the person i ». 6,311 
Offences against the good order of families .. 102 
Offences against property 2 i . 8,474 
Other offences... ue aa me «+ 25,677 

35,570 





The number of offences dealt with by the Court of Judicial Policein 
Malta and Gozo was 23,980, as shown below :— 














Malta. Gozo. Total. 

Crimes oe. oe 876 107 983 
Contraventions Es 21,130 1,867 22,997 
Total .. “Se 22,006 1,974 23,980 











The number of offences not dealt with by the courts was 11,590, or 
32 per cent. of the total number reported to the police, while the number 
of crimes the perpetrators of which were not discovered was 264, or 
12:2 per cent. of the total number reported, which was 2,165. 

In connection with the offences dealt with by the Courts of Judicial 
Police, 23,980 persons were summoned before the magistrates, as 
compared with 28,305 in the previous year, a decrease of 4,325. 

They were dealt -with as follows :— 


Summarily convicted .. of an ». 22,832 
Committed for trial ae fa a = 149 
Acquitted .. a a a zs 3 563 
Discharged for want of evidence or in default of 
proseeution .. oa ot oe oy 436 


23,980 
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The persons summarily convicted were dealt with as follows :— 


Imprisoned a ie Ba Be on 1,048 
Fined Ba es Be, a a .. 16,366 
Fined and imprisoned... i ee - 80 
Bound over a bie ee a mn 321 


Admonished Se a be re .. 5,010 
Awarded other punishments se ie 





The number of persons admonished was 5,010, or 21 per cent. of the 
number of summary convictions, as against 16 per cent. in the previous 
year. 

One hundred and forty-nine persons were tried by jury during the 
year 1913-14, as against 188 in 1912-13. 

The results were as follows :— 

1912-13. 1913-14, 


Convicted .. se ss a 153 120 
Acquitted .. we a we 35 29 
188 149 


The offences in respect of which conviction was secured may be 
classified as follows :— 


Wilful homicide 3 
Manslaughter .. : 2 
Attempted homicide .. 2 
Concealment of birth . Me b 
Other offences against the person .. 23 
Robbery with violence ra 9 
Other offences against property .. me 39 
Offences against the good order of families 12 
False evidence : oo _ ae se 3 
Miscellaneous offences = oe #% vse 2G 

Total .. 120 


One thousand four hundred and sixty-one cases were instituted in 
the Civil Court, First Hall, as against 1,632 in the previous year, of 
which 596 were for the determination of a point of fact or law (unliqui- 
dated claims), and the rest for the recovery of specific sums of money 
amounting in the aggregate to £54,371. 

In the Commercial Court 759 cases were introduced, as compared 
with 923 in 1912-13. 171 cases were for the determination of a 
point of fact or law (unliquidated claims), and the rest for the recovery 
of stated sums of money amounting in the aggregate to £20,919. 

; The business transacted in the Civil Court, Second Hall, was as 
‘ollows :— 


Applications disposed of .. es aa .. 1,470 
Secret wills deposited  .. a ‘ a 31 
Secret wills withdrawn .. ves de a 22 


- Deposits made a Be ts oy ju £102 
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VIL—VITAL STATISTICS. 


The civil population on Ist April 1914, was estimated at 216,879, 
as against 216,617 on Ist April 1913. 


The total number of births in the last two years was as follows :—- 
1912-13,. 1913-14. 





Males BS af ay .. 8,774: 3,787 
Females .. Ne “MG ee, 33:203 3,376 
Total 6,977 7,163 








The birth-rate in the year under review was 33°02 per mille, as 
compared with 32°20 per mille in the previous year. The average 
birth-rate for the past twelve years was 37°18 per mille. 


The total number of deaths reported was as follows :— 
1912-13. 1913-14, 








Males ae oe A oe 2281 2,724 
Females .. ee ie oe 2,039 2,426 
Total 4,320 5,150 








The death-rate in 1913-14 was 23°61 per mille, as against 19°79 in 
1912-13, while the average death-rate for the past decade (1904-13) 
was 23°56 per mille. 


The number of marriages was 1,235, as compared with 1,029 in the 
previous year, 


The general state of health of the islands during the year was good. 


The following table gives the number of cases of infectious diseases, 
and the number of deaths from each disease, including cases and deaths 
in the fleet and garrison, during the past two years :— 




















1912-13 | 1913-14 
Number | Number | Number Number 
; of cases. | of deaths. |} of cases. | of deaths. 
| : : = 
Chicken-pox .. seal 91 | — | 94 _ 
Diphtheria ot ie 37 6 40 8 
Enteric Fever .. os 1 24 566 107 
Erysipelas an a 55 8 86 12 
Puerperal Fever . ll | 3 6 1 
Influenza oan oe 333 13 40 2 
Malarial Fever .. o ll _ 22 eae 
Measles .. ee +t 204 14 13 — 
Undulant Fever. . eae 374 38 343 25 
Scarlet Fever .. oe 18 — 8 —_ 
Small-pox i ae 6 1 — —_ 
Tubercular Phthisis  .. 254 171 231 199 
Whooping-cough Pre 41 2 1,849 72 
= i 
Total ae os 1,545 280 3,298 426 
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Only two cases of undulant fever were reported from the fleet, and 
two from the garrison. The number of goats and sheep found infected 
and destroyed during the year was 390 out of a total of 9,506 examined. 


All cases of malarial fever shown in the table were contracted abroad. 


Four thousand four hundred and fifty-one persons were successfully 
vaccinated. 


The death-rate among children under twelve months was 268°28 
per 1,000 births, as against 214°46 in the previous year. The death- 
rate of children under five years was 105°43 per 1,000 births, as 
compared with 79°70 in the previous year. 


The works carried out during they year in connection with the 
general drainage scheme were the following :— 

Construction of a portion of the street sewer at Ghainsielem, Gozo ; 

Completion of street sewers at Tarxien and Paula, Malta ; 

Completion of street sewers at Zeitun, Malta. 


The meteorological returns for 1913-14 are summarized in the follow- 
ing table :— 





Wind. 


























Temperature. Rainfall. 
Mean Num- | Mean | | ay 
Solar [Shade/Shade) fyiy | Mean | poro¢ |% | | General phe 
Max, | Max.| Min. Range. ‘Temp. inches, sans Directions. 0-10. 
1913. 
April. | 137-5 95 0725 | 806 | N.W. &S.W. 3 
May... — ...| 1390 2 0806 | Tr | N Me: 3 
Tunes. 4.) 137°8 104 — | 71 2 
July") 16-0 19 = | 691 2 
August, 7) 68 108 0020} 706 2 
September . | 1550 72 — | 731 2 
October. | 147-0 wi 12816 | 755 2 
November... | 141-0 T7 1390 | 71:2 2 
December .. | 1320 122 P20 m9 3 
1914. 
January ...| 1240 106 | 522/| 3930) 41 | N.W.&E. 3 
February ..| 121-0 83 | 512] 1710] 81 |SE&S. 2 
March ~ «. | 1265 TT | 562] 1110| 834 | N.Woa N.N.W. 8 
I 




















The highest temperature in the shade was 100°1° at Casal Lia on the 
21st August, and the lowest 38° at Casal Lia on the 3rd February. 
The mean temperature for the year was 652°, as compared with 64:6° 
in 1912-13. 


The mean temperature for the summer months of June, July, 
August and September was 75°2°. In 1912-13 it was 74:2°. The mean 
temperature for the winter months of January, February and March 
was 54°2°, or 2°3° below that of the preceding year. 


The total rainfall was 25°111 inches, or 7:095 inches above that of 
1912-13. A cloud burst occurred on the 16th of October and 16°3 
inches of rain fell at Vittoriosa. Rain fell on 59 days. 


The prevailing winds were :—N.W. on 82 days, E. on 27 days, W. 
on 23 days, and N.E. on 21 days. The average velocity of the wind 
was 7°2 miles per hour. The average number of hours of bright sun- 
shine per day was 7°9, as compared with 8°3 in 1912-13. 
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No local earthquakes were experienced during the year, but 18 
shocks from distant centres of disturbance were recorded by the Milne 
Seismograph. 

VIII.—POSTAL AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


Details of the postal matter dealt with in the past two' years are 
given in the following table :— 





1912-13 1913-14 





Received. | Despatched. | Received. | Despatched. 





Letters .. ve 1,776,346 2,173,067 1,999,790 2,602,418 
Post Cards oe 185,367 306,241 313,157 234,845 
Printed Matter . 1,124,734 380,913 844,155 818,012 


Parcels .. oe 49,358 19,424 50,412 19,000 











3,135,805 2,879,645 3,207,514 3,674,275 





6,015,450 6,881,789 











The total number of mails received during the year was 7,416, and the 
number despatched 5,638, as against 10,047 and 6,595, respectively, 
in 1912-13. 


The total number of registered articles received and despatched was 
165,573, as against 157,401 in the previous year, an increase of 8,172. 


The total number of money orders issued and paid in the Colony was 
17,789 (£84,540), as against 13,678 (£56,989) in the previous year, and 
the total number of postal orders issued and paid was 134,451 (£68,366), 
as against 127,420 (£68,871) in 1912-13. 


The total number of parcels received and despatched was 69,412, 
as against 68,782 in 1912-13, showing an increase of 630. 


The total length of aerial telephone wires belonging to the Melita 
Telephone Exchange is 785 miles. 





IX.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The gross revenue of the Railway during 1913-14 was £6,564, as 
against £6,322 in 1912-13, and the expenditure, including additions and 
renewals (£575), was £7,136, a net loss of £572 on the year’s working, 
Tn addition to the above, £151 was expended on the Railway Technical 
School. ; : : 
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The revenue derived from water supplied, léying house services, and 
rent of meters was £19,378, as compared with £19,358 in 1912-13. 
681,000,000 gallons of water were consumed in 1913-14, as against 
771,580,943 gallons in the previous year. 


The revenue derived from the electric lighting installation was 
£18,933, as compared with £18,318 in 1912-13. The capital outlay 
on 31st March 1914 was £78,543, and the profit on the year’s working 
after deducting interest was £8,047 (or 10°24 per cent.). The total 
number of units generated (exclusive of central station units) was 
1,041,055, as compared with 1,067,883 units generated in 1912-13. 


The total number of passports issued during the year was 2,029, as 
against 2,248 in the previous year. The number of passports issued 
for Australia, Canada and Northern Africa in the past two years is 
shown below :— 

1912-13. 1913-14. 


Australia .. 8 re) Be 365 433, 
Canada... of Bs ea 514 642 
Northern Africa .. ak, = 876 493 
Total 1,755 1,568 

Thave &c., 


Joun HE. Ciauson, 


Lieutenant-Governor 
and Chief Secretary to Government. 
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The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 

No. Colony, &e. Year. 
780 British Guiana... we re «+ 1912-1913 
781 Entomological Research ‘Committee as ise ‘3 

782 Southern Nigeria. . ia ee of Bd ae 1912 
783 Jamaica .. oe oe oe ze +» 1912-1913 
784 British Honduras. - a es se ae He 1912 
785 Northern Agena a is eve os a of 

786 Malta oe . es ae a the +» 1912-1913 
187 Uganda yt ee us ane Ns os os 

788 Mauritius . a fe bo v9 ass 1912 
789 Straits Settlements ‘ei ais a sis és $e 

790 Trinidad and Tobago .. Bh a ae .» 1912-1913 
791 East Africa Protectorate : nee ts os se 

792 Grenada .. oe : ne a a Bes 1912 
793 Leeward Islands .. “an id sie se .. 1912-1913 
194 St. Lucia .. 3 wi . Bs iss a8 a 

195 St. Vincent . “2 vs os m5 ate ws 

796 Bermuda .. ake CA Ss ‘a: z oe 1912 
797 Ceylon we ov te on ns Se ie 

798 Gibraltar... ae ne oa ee By 1913 


800 Turks and Caicos ‘Islands 
801 Seychelles... 


799 St. Helena ae a ae Ae o 


802 Ceylon oes oe aie ee we a ni 
803 Bermuda .. ‘ Me EA ie a ee nS 
804 Weihaiwei.. i Be ea a 4 bs iG 
805 Gambia : he a ae a me 


806 Gold Coast 


807 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast ee ie + 
808 Sierra Leone s an ay sore 
809 Bahamas .. Sie ee ee +» 1913-1914 
810 Cayman Islands (Jamaica) ne Ss a +» 1912-1913 
811 Fiji ie a te ae ie 1913 
812 Ashanti ne ae ae ste ae rs me 
813 Basutoland cae ee ois, es a «» 1913-1914 
814 Hong-Kong os oe ae ea 1913 
815 Bechuanaland Protectorate |. ae fate .. 1913-1914 
816 Imperial Institute fs on oe * on 1913 
817 Falkland Islands . is Gr ns ” 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony, &c. Subject. 

18 Weihaiwei .. ne ee .. Census, 1911. 

79 Northern Nigeria .. et oe Minoral Burvey, 1907-8 and 

1908-9. 

80 Nyasaland .. a na .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9, 

81 Southern Nigeria .. “a .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

82 Imperial Institute .. ee .. Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

83 Southern Nigeria .. nds .. Mineral Survey, 1910. 

84 West Indies .. — os .. Preservation of Ancient 

Monuments, &c. 

85 Southern Nigeria .. Sr .. ‘Mineral Survey, 1911. 

86 Southern Nigeria .. 6a .. Mineral Survey, 1912. 

87 Ceylon Be ake .. Mineral Survey. 

88 Imperial Institute _: ap .. Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 


89 Southern Nigeria .. aa .. Mineral Survey, 1913. 
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REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK OF THE COLONY OF 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO FOR THE YEAR 1913-14. 





I.—FINANCE. 


1. The revenue of the Colony for the year 1913-14 was 
£970,789, and_the expenditure £951,982, an excess of revenue 
of £18,807. The surplus balance of £81,410 with which the 
year opened was accordingly increased on the 31st of March, 1914, 
to £100,217. 


REVENUE. 


2. The revenue (£970,789) exceeded the estimate by £37,022 
and was larger than that of the previous financial year by 
£38,276—the principal heads under which increases are shown 
being :—Customs, £23,813; Licenses, Excise, &c., £20,257 ; 
Railway, £9,129; and Land Sales, Royalties, &c., £7,741. 
There were also special receipts amounting to £13,567, being the 
amount due to the treasury by the Planters’ Immigration Fund 
Account on the 31st of March, 1913. The receipts and payments in 
connection with this account are no longer included in the 
Colony’s Estimates. 


3. The receipts under each head of revenue during the 
years 1912-13 and 1913-14 are shown below :— 


Revenue. 1912-13. 1913-14. 
Customs ae £381,744 vee £405,557 
Port, Harbour and 

Wharf Dues For 13,351 tee 14,872 
Licenses, Excise, &e.... 258,410 Ary 273,667 
Fees of Court and 

Office ea 91,574 a8 86,949 
Post Office eh 9,744 eee 10,349 
Government Railway 105,338 ‘ust 114,467 
Rent of Government 

Property toe 2,075 ao 2,285 
Interest os 4,021 ee 4,196 
Miscellaneous 

Receipts De 1,491 ase 2,637 
Land Sales, Royal- 

ties, kc. wae 34,502 ae 42,244 


Immigration Taxes ... 35,263 tee 
Special Receipts an 18,567 
Eliminating from this comparison the Immigration taxes of 
1912-13 and the Special Receipts of 1913-14 it will be seen that 
the revenue of the latter year exceeded that of the former by 


£59,972. 


4. The Customs receipts (£405,557) consisted of £349,219 
from import duties, £56,197 from export duties on Asphalt, and 
£141 from small miscellaneous receipts. 


4A: COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


5. In the revenue from Licenses, Excise, &c., (£273,667) 
were included the following :—- 


Spirit Licenses aoe wee £ 29,816 
Gun Licenses a3 oa ai 1,947 
Dog Licenses te tee 4,299 
Excise Duties on Spirits and Beer ... ve 146,855 
Land and House Taxes... a6 w- — 54,878 
Estate Duties wee vee ive 7,610 
Stamp Duties tee aie 17,669 
Fines in the Magistrates’ Courts ... ee 7,359 


6. The excise duties on Rum and Beer have produced the 
following revenue in the last ten years :— 





1904-5 iS Ae ws £126,410 
1905-6... ux we ve :126,637 
1906-7 5 Ss 120,388 
1907-8 139,462 
1908-9 126,521 
1909-10 129,598 
4910-11... see SS v. —:151,187 
1911-12. me es w. 186,131 
1912-13. ee a v. 180,226 
1918-14... as we 145,849 


7. The receipts from the sale of Crown Lands were £12,843, 
showing an improvement in the transactions of the last two or 
three years. There are, however, still large tracts of land under 
license to Oil Companies for exploration purposes, and pending 
the decision of the Companies as to the lands which they desire 
to have included in their Prospecting Licenses and Leases it is 
considered inadvisable to alienate them for agricultural purposes. 
The large increase in the Savings Bank deposits, to which atten- 
tion is drawn elsewhere, is probably due to the fact that the 
depositors are saving their money for the time when these lands 
become available for sale. 


8. The revenue from the export duty on Asphalt, £56,197, 
was augmented by the royalty of Is. 8d. a ton payable by the 
lessees of the Pitch Lake, which produced £18,554. Accordingly 
the total revenue derived by the Colony from the Asphalt indus- 
try was £74,751. 


9. The receipts from the sale of timber from Crown Lands 
were £8,155. The business of the Forest Department has grown 
so extensively that it has now been found necessary to make 
provision for the appointment of an Assistant Forest Officer. 


10. The royalty paid on oil won under Leases and Licenses 
was £2,047. 
EXPENDITURE. 
11. The expenditure of 1913-14 was £951,982, showing an 
increase of £4,761 on that of the year 1912-13. 


12. Although in some instances the Estimates framed for 
the year were considerably exceeded, a slight saving ot £1,663 
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was effected on the whole. The heads under which the chief 


excesses occurred were :— 


Charges on account of Public Debt is 
Pensions .. tee 
Immigration wee see a 
Hospitals .. 

Education tee eis 
Miscellaneous Services ete Bes 


13. The detailed expenditure of the years 
1913-14 was as under :— 


1912-13. 
Charges on Account of Publie Debt wee £76,425 
Pensions ws. 84,867 
The Governor and ‘Legislature ve 6,654 
Colonial Secretary’s Department vee 4,877 
Auditor-General’s Do. w+ 4,063 
Immigration Do. ve 68,113 
Receiver-General’s Do. «- 10,891 
Savings Bank 3.5 ww. — -2,696 
Crown Lands and Survey Department ve 9,974 
Customs Department es ve» =11,498 
Constabulary Do. Aa wee 67,291 
Military Do. we 8,705 
Registrar-General’s Department 5,101 


Post Office and Telegraph Cable Subsidy... 43,442 











Port and Marine Department 6,536 
Printing and Stationery Department 8,608 
Legal Department see 17,367 
Magistracy wee 15,618 
Wardens and Supervisors sie vee 21,074 
Medical Department «ss 21,800 
Hospitals, Asylums and Dispensaries we» 48,958 
Public Health and Quarantine a. 6,042 
Education Department 64,395 
Prisons, Reformatory & Industrial Schools 19,249 
Transport “ tee wee 79 
Ecclesiastical ne ve 10,521 
Crown Agents, London 1,043 
Department of Agriculture & Laboratory 12,873 
Veterinary Surgeon ” 490 
Queen’s Park end St. Clair Pastures Se LIFT: 
Mines ... ay «1,294 
Fire Brigade, San Fernando ... see 262 
Miscellaneous Services we 42,893 
Government Railway Department «+ 80,485 
Public Works Department, Recurrent ... 45,793 


Roads and Bridges, Do. 
Public Works—Extraordinary 
Roads and Bridges Do. 





14, The revenue and expenditure of the last 
been :— 


£3,139 
2,744 
7,527 
2,059 
2,299 
3,077 


1912-13 and 


1913-14. 


vs £87,289 
36,490 

is 6,435 
we «B78 
4,128 

22,168 
10,543 

2,810 

9,629 

11,471 
68,996 

8,677 

4,804 

43,645 

6,620 

8,952 

18431 
15,623 
20,481 
21,455 
52,202 


426 
40,359 
92,917 
45,536 

126,698 
17,757 
45,338 


five years have 





EXPENDITURE. 
= K 

= 

Year. Revenue. Recurrent. Extraordinary. Total. 
1909-10 £858,565 £798,262 £64,992 £863,254 
1910-11 948,383 843,050 83,984 927,034 
1911-12 950,744 901,018 58,533 959,55 | 
1912-13 932,513 893,499 58,722 947,221 
1913-14 970,789 888,888 63,094 951,982 
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The expenditure during this quinquennial period on extraor- 
dinary works has been £324,325. 


15. The assets of the Colony on the 31st of March, 1914, were 
£999,617, and its liabilities £899,400, a surplus of assets of 
£100,217. 


16. The funded debt stood on the 31st of March, 1914, at 
£1,476,615, and further advances had been made from General 
Revenue to the extent of £384,032 on account of a loan of 
£739,016 for railway and road extension the raising of which 
has since been authorized by Ordinance No. 16 of 1914. The 
accumulated sinking fund amounted to £224,668. 


Il. -TRADE, AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRIES. 


17. The Customs statistics and returns are compiled for the 
year 1913. ' 


18. The value of the imports during the year, including 
bullion, specie, and goods transhipped, was £4,968,360, and that 
of the exports £5,205,673, .making the entire volume of trade 
£10,174,033. This is an increase of £1,019,131 on the figures 
of 1912. The imports and exports of the last five years have been 


Year. Imports. Exports. Total. 

1909... £3,288,826 ... £38,218,092 ... £6,506,918 

1910 ... 8,843,011... 3,467,588... 6,810,599 

wolL ... 5,018,848... 4,769,486... 9,788,884 

1912... 4,682,325... 4,472,577  ... 9,154,902 

1913... 4,968,360 ... 5,205,673 ... 10,174,083 
Imports. 


19. The value of the goods imported for home consumption 
was £2,774,640, to which must be added £53,910, the value of 
the bullion and specie imported, and £2,139,810 for imports in 
transhipment, the total being £286,035 larger than the figures of 
the previous year. 


20. The articles of import for home consumption were classed 
as follows :— 





Live Stock ate des £ 52,923 
Foodstuff ana 1,270,934 
Spirits . 27,306 
Wines ian on 24,092 
Malt AY ro 42,540 
Tobacco wea tea 34,128 
Opium and Ganja oe 4,058 
Raw materials... . 242,856 


Manufactured articles : : . 1,075,808 


ERRATA. 
Page 6, paragraph 16, line 2— £1,476,615 should be 
£1,591,193. 


Page 6, paragraph 16, line ‘3— £384,032 should be 
£383,583. 


Hosted by G oogle 
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and show a satisfactory increase of £245,757 on the figures of 
the previous year. Increases are shown under the following 





heads :— 
Foodstuff eee £ 178,826 
Wines aoe 602 
Tobacco cr} ey 2,231 
Raw materials bes ie 23,389 
x Manufactured articles ove 49,997 
but there were the following decreases :— 
Live Stock ei ree £1,635 
Spirits oe ee 866 
Malt Can 2 531 
Opium and Ganja 1,256 


21. The imports of the articles named in the preceding 


section during the last five years have been— 


1909 as sas ... £2,368,756 
1910 ae S ws 2,476,561 
1911 ye s we 2,668,673 
1912 Sst Ses vs 2,528,888 
1913 Ms tes we 2,774,640 


22, Under the head of Foodstuff the following changes are to 
be noted as compared with the returns of the year 1912. There 


were increased importations under the heads of 





Grain, including Corn and Oats «. 1,615,165 Ibs. 
Bran and Pollard sae Eas 573,642 ,, 
Meats ey 271,677 ,, 
Lard . es on w.—- 862,964, 
Oleomargatine er ae aes 48,182 ,, 
Fish . ot 2 593,881, 
Coffee | ah 142,305 
Flour, in bags of ‘i96 lbs... -_ 23, 177 bags. 
and decreases under the following articles— 
Rice ... oe whe +» 4,858,054 Ibs, 
Dholl ... ab i w. 1,294,080 ,, 
Peas and Beans ... oi fie 505,144 ,, 
Butter a ais cee 221,973 ,, 
Sugar... ay fou 457,520 ,, 
Bread and Biscuits tee Fee 127,521 ,, 
Cheese ies se Ae 24,917 ,, 
Confectionery ... ats eae 69,979 ,, 
Tea .. aes ee saa 16,450 ,, 


23. The following table shows the countries of origin of the 


imports of the last five years :— 


P 1909. 1910. 1911. 1912. 1913. 
United Kingdom +++ £920,118 £936,427 £1,026,070 £944,502 £892,593 
Canada Shri +. 106,016 134,609 190,287 190,769 256,435 
Other Brit. Possessions... 182,188 173,848 200,278 206,055 178,921 
United States +» 752,031 860,903 818,921 819,432 818,718 
Venezuela ... «+ 288,710 233,086 294,257 211,873 468,658 
France ste +. 74,850 62,932 66,619 67,786 61,183 
Germany ... ws. 46,241 88,279 48,260 32,721 40,179 
Other Countries vee 119,694 186,285 122,708 121,005 116,863 
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24. The chief importations from the United Kingdom were 
under the following heads :— 





Textiles ae on ae £ 156,170 
Hardware a ies see 83,604 
Wearing Apparel | eres a 45,189 
Mat Liquor : 37,236 
Machinery 82,346 
Milk, Condensed. aes 81,117 
Haberdashery aie ar ny 27,200 
Boots and Shoes... ane aaa ~22,580 
Manure edt aaa £18,949 
Patent Fuel ae ee aha 17,870 
Tobacco, Manufactured ae eae 17,843 
Whiskey aan tee os 16,213 
Coal ... wis Sie ‘See 14,887 
Hats ... ae ‘as or 14,494 
Rice ... ‘isis oe ies 12,470 
Cement wae ike ee 10,665 
From the United States— 
Flour... tes ae 3 £ 118,394 
Coal ... mie a as Bis 90,777 
Meats a we aa 77,290 
Machinery ee oe oes 74,264 
Lard . ay we ee 47,844 
Timber aes 5 43,697 
Bullion and Specie ete eens 40,209 
Textiles tee = 26,596 
Carriages and Motors a aa 16,409 
Cattle “Food oy fs ren 15,752 
Wearing Apparel see ase 9,338 
and from Canada— 
Flour... te ane ate £ 126,356 
Fish ... as - 2 63,398 
Oats ... a wae en 29,982 
Timber ee fry oe 8,775 


25. There has been a considerable increase in the tranship- 
ping trade of the port since the Colony became the headquarters 
of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company. The value of the goods 
entered in transit during the last five years has been :— 





1909 aoe o£ 709,528 
1910 toe 772,142 
1911 . : 2,263,448 
1912 ase arescey see 2,088,182 
1913 aay fas ses 2,189,810 


26. The coaling business also continues to show a steady 
increase. 104,417 tons were imported during 1913, being 32,594 
tons more than the imports of the previous year. 71,823 tons of 
this were required for bunkering ships. 


Exports. 
27. The value of the exports of 1913 was £3,065,863 an 
inerease of £681,468 on those of 1912. This does not include 


the value of the transit goods which amounted as shown above to 
£2,139,810. 
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28. The value of the local produce exported in 1913 was 


£2,344,366. The figures of the last five years have been :— 


1909 oe . 
1910 ate She se 
1911 oon ose ose 
1912 oF we 
1913 a ose 


£2,028,516 
2,328,377 
2,078,152 
1,964,432 
2,344,366 


29. The quantities and values of the articles of local produce 


exported in 1913 are appended: -- 


Articles. Quantities. 


Asphalt—Crude 186,995 tons 
Asphalt—Epuré 19,421 tons 








Bitters 32,284 galls, 
Cocoa 48,116,377 Ibs. 
Coconuts «16,890,897 
Copra oA 1,154,539 lbs. 
Fruit osy a 
Molasses a 339,946 galls, 
Rum < 102,328 galls. 
Sugar 82,655 tons 
Petroleum—Crude ... 18,570,152 tons 


Value. 


£ 191,724 
38,841 
82,284 

1,408,897 
85,369 
11,545 
11,794 

4,248 
10,657 
418,067 
75,020 


30. A comparison of these figures with those of year 1904-5, 
ten years previously, show that in the decade production has 


increased under some of the heads to the following extent :— 


1904-5. 
Asphalt—tons 128,612 
Cocoa — lbs. 40,758,776 
Coconuts— No. 10,554,569 
Fruit—£ 803 


Rum—galls. 85,472 
Petroleum—galls. eo 


The increase in the values of these was— 


1904-5. 

_ Asphalt ns £149,020 
Cocoa oe 887,670 
Coconuts oe 21,832 
Fruit ... oe 803 


Rum ... ie 4,842 
Petroleum, Crude hide 


1913. 


206,416 
48,116,377 
16,390,897 

11,794 

102,828 

18,570,152 


1913. 

£ 280,565 
1,408,397 
85,369 
11,794 
10,657 
75,020 


Production has however fallen off in the same period under 
the heads of Copra, Molasses and Sugar to the following 


extent :-— 
1904-5. 
Copra— lbs. aie 1,933,047 
Molasses—galls. ... 508,209 
Sugar—tons an 47,578 


the loss in value involved being £312,430 


1913. 
1,154,589 
339,496 
39,655 
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31. The following table shows the volume and direction of 
the Colony’s export trade, excluding transhipments, during the 


last five years : — 


1909. 1910. 1911. 1912. 1913. 
United Kingdom «+» £491,194 £599,240 £514,832 £540,903 £495,101 
Canada +» 812,252 854,484 206,183 220,088 174,991 
Other Brit. Possessions... 33,841 25,859 97,968 40,707 57,715 
United States 800,953 919,047 1,045,507 940,911 1,892,786 
Venezuela ... 76,632 84,641 76,044 72,846 66,413 
France 524,338 483,211 277,813 261,552 504,207 
Germany 58,583 102,844 96,435 96,785 187,417 
Other Countries 120,771 126,120 191.306 210,603 287,233 


32. The values of the Colony’s principal exports to the 
United Kingdom were : 





Sugar £267,341 
Cocoa ... 114,502 
Asphalt... 38,269 
Bitters ... 12,233 
Rum 10,446 
Copra ... 8,936 
Petroleum 6,684 
To the United States — 
Cocoa... £690,739 
Asphalt... 108,664 
Coconuts 75.206 
Petroleum 51,977 
Sugar 12,839 
Bitters ... 10,815 
and to Canada— 
Sugar £134,944 
Cocoa 20,124 
Coconuts 10,121 
Molasses 3,498 


33. It will be seen from the figures given in paragraph 24 
of this report that, although the export trade with Canada has 
diminished, having fallen from a value of £312,252 in 1909 to 
£174,991 in 1913, the import trade from that country continues 
to show a steadily increasing volume. ‘Ihe decrease in the 
exports is chiefly attributable to smaller purchases of coconuts by 
Canada and to decreases in the quantity and value of the sugar 
sent there. But as the Collector of Customs has pointed out in 
his annual report the improved steamship service with Canada 
and the operations of the Preferential Agreement which came 
into force in June, 1913, have made her a keen competitor for a 
share of the Colony’s food supply with the results shown above. 


Manvractures and MINEs. 

34, The asphalt deposit at “ La Brea,” known as the “ Pitch 
Lake,’’ which, since the Ist of January, 1888, has been leased to 
the Trinidad Asphalt Company, yielded in 1913 a revenue to the 
Colony trom export duties and Royalty of £76,202. The exports 
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of asphalt, including some from private lands, have during the 
last ten years been as under :— 





1904-5 1 128,612 tons ais £149,020 value. 
1905-6 on 103,708 tons tee 118,910, 
1906-7 .. -:115,875 tons 136,812 ,, 
1907-8 on 141,106 tons eee 162,308, 
1908-9 on 133,208 tons ate 151,021, 
1909 ase 186,595 tons see 154,263, 
1910 «158,983 tons. 179,146 ,, 
1911 we 169,127 tons ate 193,193, 
1912 a 176,077 tons ‘ 201,106, 
1913 206,416 tons 230,565 * 


35, Manjak, a yee of asphalt, is ee won in small quantities. 
583 tons of this mineral of the value of £2,203 were exported in 
1913. 

36. The Angostura Bitters Company whose factory is situated 
in Port-of-Spain exported 32,234 gallons of bitters valued at 
£32,234. 

37. Several other local factories are engaged in the manu- 
facture of tobacco, matches, soap, ice, cassava, chocolate, and 
coconut oil for local consumption. There are also a local brewery 
and two tanneries. 


38. The oil industry has made considerable progress during 
the year and three companies of high standing have now 
commenced drilling operations on Crown lands. 41 wells were 
drilled aggregating a depth of 41,933 feet, of which 15,387 feet 
were in respect of wells on Crown lands. Of the 41 wells 18 
proved productive, and the output of oil was increased from 
17,626,563 gallons in 1912-13 to 22,523,060 gallons in 1913-14. 
At the close of the year eleven Oil Companies were actively 
engaged in the winning of oil, and 147 wells had been drilled, 63 
of which were on Crown lands. 


39. The Customs department returns the exports of oil during 
the last three years as under :— 








1911 edd 7,685,374 galls. iv £32,839 value. 
1912 ‘ 4,295,707 ,, 18,432, 
1918 oe 18,570,152, ase 75,020, 


and a considerable quantity is consumed locally, either as fuel in 
the Sugar factories or, after having been refined, as petrol and 
kerosene. 

40. Of the quantity exported in 1913, 772,982 gallons were 
supplied to ships for bunkering, including 640 tons to H.M.S. 
“ New Zealand.” 

41. An average of 2,895 persons were employed daily in the 
Mines and Quarries of the Colony. 


AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES. 

42, Although Trinidad enjoys exceptional’ advantages in 
her mineral resources, her forests of valuable timber, and the 
geographical position which makes her a distributing centre for 
neighbouring commerce, the chief factors in her prosperity are 
her agriculture and her peasant proprietary. 
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43. As explained in greater detail in the last report the 
agricultural interests of the Culony are promoted by a Depart- 
ment of Agriculture which has under its immediate control and 
management the Government Laboratory, the various botanical 
and experimental stations, and the stock farms in Trinidad and 
Tobago. The cost of this department in 1913-14 was £12,979. 
The departmert is advised by a Board of Agriculture consisting 
of twenty members appointed by the Governor and of which he 
is President. This Board employs its own scientific staff and 
carries on experiments in aid of the several branches of agri- 
culture, its funds being provided by a special tax on exported 
produce. This tax produced £3,412 in 1913-14. 


44, There is in addition a large and representative Agricul- 
tural Society, of which the Governor is also President, but which 
carries on its active operations entirely independent of Govern- 
ment control. It receives from the Treasury a grant-in-aid of 
£600 a year. 


45. It is estimated that at the present time 459,675 acres 
are under cultivation in the following crops :— 





Cocoa or os ass 336,154 acres. 
Sugar oe eee ae 50,742, 
Coconuts we oe ioe 27,5386 yy 
Ground Provisions 23,581, 
Rice ese 13,369, 
Coffee aan 4,120 ,, 
Rubber oe we es 2,700 © ,, 
Limes and Oranges tee hive 1,123, 
Other Produce... i ase 400 ,, 


46, In the quinquennial period which ended with the last 
financial year the areas in cultivation under cocoa, coconuts, rice 
and ground provisions were considerably extended but that under 
sugar cane was reduced by nearly one-third. 





1908-9. 1912-13. 
Sugar 45,600 45,292 
Cocoa aoe 245,706 825,508 
Coffee on tee 4,120 4,120 
Coconuts ... w» == 17,520 24,670 
Rice te aoe 9,522 13,000 
Ground Provisions ... 82,938 26,500 


It is probable that under existing conditions the cultivation 
of the sugar cane will again increase. 


Crown Lanps. 


47, There was greater demand for Crown Land during 
1913-14 than in the years immediately preceding it. 461 
petitions were received, 3,119 acres were alienated and £11,795 
were paid into the Treasury—£7,229 more than in the previous 
year. 

48. The number of grants issued to Indian Immigrants 
during the year was 134 comprising 646 acres and 43 village 
lots. 
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49. The price of Crown Land is £2 10 0 an acre, including 
the cost of survey and other charges, and it is sold to the appli- 
cant without competition. Village lots are sold under competition 
at an upset price of £4 3 4 a lot. 

50. The work of re-afforesting the Crown reserves continues 
to be actively carried on, and a fair revenue is received from the 
sale of the timber. This amounted in 1913-14 to £8,156. The 
operations of the department are growing so extensively that it 
has been found necessary to make provision for the appointment 
of an Assistant Forest Officer. 


SULPPING. 

51. The total number of vessels entered and cleared at the 
several ports of entry during 1913 was 4,102 with a capacity of 
3,736,607 tons. Of these 1,940 were steamers with 3,656,043 
tons, and 2,162 sailing vessels with 80,564 tons. 

52. The entries and clearances numbered 69 more than in 
1912, 57 of these being steamers. 

53. The number and nationality of the vessels entered 
were :— 





No. Tons. 
British oe ve 893 1,254,869 
German ws oe, 55 138,650 
Dutch ee ose 90 135,016 
French * a 56 99,762 
Italian 25 67,494 
Danish + 36 54,815 
Norwegian ae be 44 47,970 
Venezuelan... we 198 26,055 
United States ... aes. 61 20,755 
Brazilian ar ae 5 11,933 
Swedish . 8 11,875 
Belgian ate ae 2 2,282 
Austrian oe ase 1 2,212 
Cuban de 1 1,346 
Russian 2 657 


54, The bunkering business of the port continues to grow, 
and the local production of oil fuel will certainly still further 
increase it in the future. 71,823 tons of coal and 772,982 gal- 
lons of oil fuel were supplicd to vessels during the year. 


III.—LEGISLATION. 


55. Forty-two Ordinances were enacted in 1913-14 the 
principal of which were :— 

8-1913 alters the law relating to Copyright in accordance 
with the Copyright Act 1911 of the Imperial 
Parliament. . 

9-1913 providing an alternative procedure in Crown suits. 

10-1913 re-enacts the Customs tariff in accordance with 
the Canadian Reciprocity Agreement. 
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20-1914 provides for the licensing and control of Auctioneers. 


28-1913 re-enacting with important amendments the law 
relating to advances to Cane Farmers. The Ordinance 
has been made applicable to loans to rice growers. 

30-1913 introducing the Partnership Act of the Imperial 
Parliament. 

31-1913 repeals existing law relating to Companies and 
introduces the English Companies Act of 1908. 

35-1913 consolidates and amends the Ordinances relating 
to the devolution and distribution of property and the 
duties of the Administrator-General. 

36-1913 provides a uniform method of recovering rates 
and charges. 

7-1914 relating to the White Slave Traffic. 

9-1914 assimilating the local law with respect to Partition 
to that of the United Kingdom. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS. 


56. There were 274 elementary schools established in the 
Colony on the 31st of March, 1914, 238 being in Trinidad and 36 
in Tobago. 54 of these were Government Schools and 220 denom- 
inational Assisted Schools. 


57. The number of scholars on the rolls was 51,930, 29,125 
boys and 22,805 girls. The average daily attendance was 29,780. 


58. The number on the rolls and the average attendances in 
each class of school were :— 


No, of Schools. Nos. on Roll, Average 


Attendance. 
Government Schools aes 54 11,066 6,329 
Roman Catholic Schools ... 82 15,975 9,191 
Church of England ,,... 58 10,956 i 6,644 
Canadian Mission ,,  «. 61 9,842 4,922 
Wesleyan Bi see 12 2,531 1,488 
Moravian Bho meoee 12 2,060 1,206 


59. The expenditure on elementary education in 1913-14 
was £58,653, an increase of £5,017 on that of 1912-13. £4,126 
were expended on supervision and miscellaneous expenses, £40,209 
on assisted schools, and £14,318 on the government schools. 


60. Education is free, but the attendance of the children at 
school is not compulsory. Special attention is being directed to 
the teaching of hygiene and agriculture, and competent instruc- 
tors are attached to the Education Department for the latter 
purpose, and exhibitions are held annually at which the schools 
compete. 
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61. A Commission has recently been appointed and is now 
sitting to advise 


(a.) whether the present expenditure of the Colony on 
education (primary and secondary) is excessive in 
proportion to the revenue, and, if so, how best it can 
be curtailed. If not, whether it can be expended to 
better advantage, 


(b.) how far the organization and work of the Education 
Department is satisfactory, 


(e.) whether the scopeof the existing Education Ordinances 
should be extended. 


SECONDARY EpucaTIon. 


62. The Queen’s Royal College in Port-of-Spain is the 
Government institution for affording secondary education to boys 
and to it are affiliated the St. Mary’s College, Port-of-Spain, for 
boys, the Naparima College, San Fernando, for boys, and the St. 
Joseph Convent, Port-of-Spain, for girls. The number of pupils 
at these institutions was 


Queen’s Royal College... ies oes 198 
St. Mary’s College oes Aes sé 292 
Naparima College S36 ee ae 77 
St. Joseph Convent School ate et 261 


63. The expenditure on secondary education was £9,208 
in 1913-14. Of this the expenditure on the Royal College 
and on prizes, books, fees and exhibitions which are shared 
by the institutions generally amounted to £6,850. The fees 
from the pupils at this College realized £1,641. The St. Mary’s 
College receives a grant of £500 for the Principal’s salary and 
£1,000 for capitation fees: the Naparima College £200 for the 
Head Master’s salary and £150 for capitation fees; and the St. 
Joseph Convent £200 for the Principal’s salary and £250 for 
capitation fees. 


64, The College and its affiliated schools are annually 
examined by the Cambridge Authorities, the lower forms by the 
Cambridge University Examinations Syndicate and the Senior 
classes entering for the Cambridge Local Examinations. 449 
pupils in the lower classes were presented for examination, and 
125 in the Senior. The three scholarships of £600 which are 
annually granted by the Colony are awarded on the results of 
the examination of the seniors and this year they were all taken 
by the St. Mary’s College. The passes numbered 97. 


Seniors, Juniors. 
Queen’s Royal College see oe 20 19 
St. Mary’s College ane 3% 22 21 
Naparima College Bes: eee 1 2 
St. Joseph Convent wee oe 4 8 


In addition to these two girls from St. Joseph Convent, both 
of whom passed, entered for the Preliminary Examination, 
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Nine boys among the Seniors obtained First Class Honours, 
4 from the Royal College and 5 from St. Mary’s, and eight among 
the juniors, four being from each College. 


INDUSTRIAL EpvucaTIon. 


65. The Board of Industrial Training, appointed under 
Ordinance No. 14 of 1906, continues to do good work. On the 
31st of March, 1914, there were 2,528 registered artisans, 146 
registered masters, and 114 registered apprentices. 


66. There are no technical schools in the Colony, but the 
Technical Committee of the Board is doing what it can to supply - 
the want by establishing classes, which.give encouraging results, 


67. The annual grant to the Board from the Government is 
£650, and it has recently taken charge of a school for the 
instruction of the blind for which a grant of £100 for the current 
year has been voted by the Legislature. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


HospPivats. 


68. The Colonial Hospital, Port-of-Spain, with 320 beds is 
the most important in the colony. The number of patients 
admitted at this institution during the year was 5,579, the number 
discharged 5,009 and the daily average in hospital 269. The 
number of deaths was 609. Of those discharged 2,278 were cured, 
2,503 were relieved and 228 were not improved. 


69, At the San Fernando Hospital which has 120 beds, 2,991 
persons were admitted, 2,616 were discharged. The daily average 
in hospital being 110. 2 

70. District hospitals are also maintained by the Government 
at Tobago, Arima, St. Joseph, Tacarigua, Couva, Princes Town, 
and Cedros with an aggregate accommodation of 246 beds. The 
number of patients in these on the 3lst March, 1914, was 179. 


71. In addition there are small temporary hospitals at 
Chaguanas, Sangre Grande, Mayaro and Toco. 


72. There are two hospitals devoted entirely to the treatment 
of persons suffering from yaws, one in Trinidad and the other in 
Tobago. The former has accommodation for 200 patients and 
the latter for 160 patients. The use of salvarsan is still con- 
tinued wit’. favourable results in the treatment of this disease, 
but the number of patients has again increased, there being at 
the present time 72 cases under treatment in Trinidad and 57 in 
Tobago. 

73. The Lunatic Asylum in Port-of-Spain, contained on 31st 
March, 1914, 689 inmates, 414 males and 275 females, an increase 
of !'7—as compared with 1913. The number of admissions was 

55, the number discharged 57, and the number of deaths 81, 


~ 
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Of those discharged, 39 were cured, 9 relieved and 9 not improved. 
The average stay of inmates of the Asylum was in the case of men 
3 years, and in the case of women 24 years. 

74, The Leper Asylum, situated about two miles west of 
Port-of-Spain, contained at the close of the year 300 inmates, 
216 males and 84 females, an increase of 17 as compared with 
1912-13. The number of admissions was 98, discharges 56, and 
deaths 25. 


PooRILOUSEs. 

75. The House of Refuge situated in Port-of-Spain, contained 
on the 31st March, 1914, 439 inmates ; 275 males and 164 females. 
During the year 249 persons were admitted, 69 were discharged 
and 165 died. 

76. There are several other institutions devoted to the care 
of the aged and infirm in Port-of-Spain, amongst them the 
Ariapita Asylum, with 60 inmates, kept up by the Town Board, 
and four Almshouses maintained by private subscriptions, with 
111 inmates. 

Savines Banks. 

77. In 1913 fifteen branch banks besides the head office in 
Port-of-Spain were in operation. The total number of depositors 
on the 31st December, 1918, was 25,780, an increase of 2,085 
over the previous year, with £426,712 to their credit, repre- 
senting an average of £16 11 0 per head. The deposits on that 
date were £31,208 in excess of those of 1912. The head office 
and fourteen of the branch banks show an increase of business 
during the year, indicating a fair measure of general prosperity. 

78. The East Indian depositors numbered 11,351 with a total 
of £135,786 to their credit, an average of £11 19 O per head. 


79. In the last twenty years the number of depositors has 
increased from 8,337 to 25,780 and the amount on deposit from 
£173,865 to £426,712. The steady ratio of these increases shows 
that year by year the people are more fully appreciating the 
advantages of this institution. 

80. The rate of interest paid by the bank is three per cent. 

cr annum, and the cost of its working amounted in 1913-14 to 
£2,810. The amount invested in approved securities was 
£436,814, and the revenue derived from these was sufficient to 
meet this expenditure and leave a small surplus. 


VI—JUDICIAL. 


CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


81. The total number of offences reported to the Constabu- 
lary during the year 1913-14 was 25,887, 4,852 more than in 
the previous year. 
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82. The number of persons brought before the Magistrates’ 
Courts in respect of these offences was 29,343, an incrcase of 
1,810 in 1912-13. 


83. These were dealt with as under :— 


Discharged for want of prosecution we aie 6,716 
Discharged on the merits . tee se 8,521 
Summarily convicted ae «18,726 
Committed for trial in the Supreme Court ... a8 378 


84, There were 657 more summary convictions in 1913-14 
than in 1912-13. The offences were classed as follows :— 


1912-138 1913-14. 


Offences against the Person cis ws 2,424... 2,787 
Predial Larceny a oes ey 204 wn 155 
Offences against property .. ae 1,419 ... 1,826 
Offences against Revenue, ‘Municipal, &e., Laws . 6,833 .. 6,488 
Offences against Masters and Servants ‘Acts a 2,675 ... 2,901 
Other offences as oes ay: 4,516... 5,121 


85. 348 persons were indicted in the Supreme Court during 
1913-14 with the following results :— 


Judgment for the Crown... ee ahs 208 
Judgment for the prisoner aoe ae 115 
Prisoner found insane _... ws Ba 2 
Cases discharged on nolle prosequi ... ers 23 


86. The convictions were under the following heads :— 


Murder aoe ove ees 18 
Attempt to murder he eta a 10 
Manslaughter ... ava wi ais hl 
Rape oe ee 10 
Offences against ‘the petson eas se 72 
Offences Sean ‘Droparty .. wee ote 76 
Other offences . a a6 oe 21 


Twenty more persons were convicted in the Supreme Court 
in 1913-14 than in 1912-13. 


Prisons. . 


87. The number of prisoners of all classes committed to 
prison during 1913-14 was 5,476 being 199 less than in the 
previous year. Of this number 4,770 were males (including 45 
juveniles) and 706 females (including 11 juveniles.) 


88. The daily average number in prison was 736 ; 688 men 
and 48 women. This is an increase of 17 on the average of 
1912-18. 


89. The cost of the Prisons establishment continucs to grow 
partly in consequence of the increase in numbers but chiefly as 
the result of the larger contract prices which have to be paid for 
supplies. In 1913-14 the expenditure was £13,743, being 
£1,770 more than in 1912-13. £400 were paid into the Treasury 
as the proceeds of the prisoners’ labour, butthe value of their labour 
was of course far more than this, being estimated at some £9,000. 
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90. The following table shows the numbers committed for 
penal imprisonment during the last ten years :— 
Offences Offences 


against the against Other Total. 
person. property. offences. 


1904-5 3 455 689 2,811 8,955 
1905-6 we 428 636 2,510 8,574 
1906-7 tee 452 812 2,715 3,979 
1907-8 ae 430 881 2,720 4,031 
1908-9 me 626 641 2,137 3,404 
1909-10 oes 649 V7 1,754 38,180 
1910-11 te 845 701 1,924 3,470 
1911-12 we 760 794 1,517 38,071 
1912-13 ate 496 944 2,467 38,907 
1918-14 ee 452 959 2,401 8,812 


91. The Probation of First Offenders Ordinance continues to 
be administered in a very satisfactory manner by the officers of 
the Salvation Army whose grant of £70 has recently been increased 
to £140 to enable other officers to be appointed for the work. A 
gentleman who has volunteered for service in connection with the 
Roman Catholic probationers in Port-of-Spain has also been 
appointed a Probation Officer. 


REFORMATORIES AND INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS. 


92. The Boys’ Reformatory Diego Martin, contained, on the 
31st March, 1913, 147 inmates, an increase of 1 on the previous 
year. 49 were admitted during the year, and 45 were discharged. 
In addition to the Government grant of £2,295, the institution 
carned £572 while the expenditure was £2,750. 


93. The Girls’ Reformatory, Belmont, had, on the 31st 
March 1913, 29 inmates—a decrease of 2. Six were admitted 
during the year, and seven were discharged. The revenue for the 
year amounted to £557, of which sum £273 was self-earned. 


94. The Tacarigua Industrial School, under the management 
of the Church of England, had on the 31st March, 1913, 177 
inmates. Twenty-seven were admitted during the year, 22 dis- 
charged, 1 absconded, 2 sent to the Reformatory, and 10 died. 
‘he Government grant to the institution amounted to £1,722. 
The health conditions at this institution were better than at the 
time of the last annual report. 


95. The Belmont Industrial School, under the Roman 
Catholic Church, had, at the end of the year, 185 inmates. 
Twenty-nine were admitted during the year, 25 discharged, 2 
sent to the Reformatory, and 1 died. Of the number discharged, 
1 was licensed as an apprentice under Section 17 of Ordinance 
No. 30. 


96. There is great need for the provision of some means of 
affording encouragement to the better behaved boys at these 
institutions, and the Government has under consideration a scheme 
for accommodating a selected number of the boys on the Govern- 
ment Farm at St. Joseph, where, while being still kept under 
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supervision, they will be allowed more liber ty and be able to earn 
wages. It is only the lack of funds that has deferred the intro- 
duction of this scheme. 


VII—VITAL STATISTICS. 

97. The estimated population on the 31st March, 1914, was 
352,145, an increase of 6,748 during the year. The Estimate 
shows an increase of 18,593 since the last census in April, 1911. 

98, The number of births during 1913-14 was 11,825 and 
the number of deaths 8,121 showing a natural increase of 3,702. 
A further increase of 3,046 was due to immigration. The num- 
ber of immigrants introduced from India during the year was 
1,189. 

99. 1,298 marriages were registered during the year. 


VIII.—MISCELLANEOUS RETURNS. 
100. The ecclesiastical grant of £10,600-is divided among 
the several churches in the prop rtion of their adherents. The 
returns of the last census have fixed the distribution as under :— 


Roman Catholic Church aes ous £4,896 
Church of England ... oe * 4,155 
Wesleyan Church aoe ae ve 571 
Presbyterian Church ... oss eee 395 
Moravian Church : ee ve 326 
Baptist Church ae Hee 257 


The two principal Churches have Cathelrals in Port-of- 
Spain, and the total number of places of worship is 
Trinidad. Tobago. 


Roman Catholic Church ‘ 81 5 
Church of England rs ae 59 12 
Wesleyan Church oe ase 16 see 
Presbyterian Church... whe 66 ss 
Moravian Church Oe one 5 7 
Baptist Church ree 18 1 


Accommodation is provided in eas for 54,558 persons. 

101. 165 Friendly Societies were registered, with a member- 
ship of 17,799. These Societies had £16, 209 in the Government 
Savings Bank and £13,576 invested in real security. 

102. 819 Indian Immigrants were repatriated in 1913. These 
took with them savings to the amount of £9,587 in addition to 
their jewellery. The immigrants in the Colony continue to remit 
fairly large sums through the Post Office to their relatives in 
India. The remittances during the last ten years have been— 


1904 & va £8,014 
1905 S co ti 3,413 
1906 23 ee es 2,873 
1907 as Ks id 3,227 
1908 ne : ee 3,492 
1909 aS a a 3,800 
1910 a oe si 3,990 
1911 ae ue ie 3,625, 
1912 igs he ee 3,732 


1913 bee Ke ae 4,585 
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103. The peasant proprietary, owning small parcels of land 
under fifty acres in extent, numbers 46,272. The number of 
agricultural labourers is estimated to be 133,032, one-third of 
these being Indians. 


IX.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


104, The mineral resources of the Colony are rapidly becoming 
exceedingly important. The minerals at present being worked are 
chiefly asphalt, petroleum and manjak. Several small manjak mines 
are being worked near Williamsville in the Montserrat Ward, and 
one is also being worked near San Fernando. The Trinidad Lake 
Petroleum Company, Limited, have drilled for oil extensively on 
their lands at Brighton, and eight other Companies are pros- 
pecting on private lands in the southern part of Trinidad. 
Extensive areas of Crown lands have been leased to the Trinidad 
Leaseholds, Limited, and the Trinidad Oilfields, Limited, and 
operations are being actively carried on on the lands held by 
both of these Companies. In the case of the latter, the lease will 
shortly be transferred to the United British Oilfields of Trinidad, 
Limited, which Company is already working the land in question. 
The Petroleum Development Company, Limited, the Trinidad Cen- 
tral Oilfields Limited, the Oil Concessions of Mayaro (Trinidad), 
Limited, and the Cruse Syndicate, Limited, are at work under 
prospecting licenses on Crown lands. Some 285,345 acres of 
Crown lands are at present under Exploration License to the 
United British West Indies Petroleum Syndicate, Limited, the 
Trinidad Leaseholds, Limited, the Trinidad Central Oilfields, 
Limited, and the Ortoire Syndicate, Limited. These areas are 
now being examined geologically with a view to the Companies 
eventually taking up large areas under prospecting license and 
prospective lease. The total amount of Crown Lands involved in 
connection with oil development work under oil concessions in the 
Southern oilfields of the Colony amount to some 400 square miles. 
There are four small refineries being operated which make sufficient 
petrol for local consumption and also for export to the neighbour- 
ing Colonies and South America. Considerable quantities of the 
crude oil are used by local factories for fuel purposes, and the 
rest is exported chiefly to England and the United States of 
America. 


105. The two lines of railway extensions one to Siparia and 
the other to Rio Claro have been completed and are now open for 
traffic. The former line was opened in November, 1913, but the 
completion of the latter line was delayed by the difficult nature 
of the ground over which it runs and it ‘was only fully opened 
in September, 1914. The plans and estimates for the new 
station in Port-of-Spain, which is much needed, have now been 
finally settled and approved and the work of its erection is pro- 
ceeding. The estimated cost is £30,000. 
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106. The new 5 K. W. Marconi Wireless Stations in Port-of- 


Spain commenced 
be very satisfactor: 


operating in August, 1913, and has proved to 
y. Communication has frequently been held 


at night up to a range of 1,500 miles, while during the day it is 


always possible to 
500 miles to the 
Toco, near Poin 


communicate with the Curacao Station, some 
West. Another station has been erected at 
e Galera, on the north-east coast, which will 


enable earlicr information of the movements of shipping to be 


communicated to 


107. With t 
necessity for prov: 


Spain has become a pressing one. 


Port-of-Spain. 


e large increase of the trade of the Port the 


iding improved Harbour facilities at Port-of- 


Two schemes have been 


roposed ; one a deep water quay scheme estimated to cost 


£669,000, and th 
Commerce, whic 
shallow water qua 
modation at a cos 
posals will shor 


e other, which is supported by the Chamber of 
h contemplates the extension of the present 


ys and enlargement of the warehouse accom- 
of from £102,000 to £107,000. These pro- 
ly be submitted for the final advice of the 


consulting engineers. 


108. Attention has been directed in a previous paragraph to 


the increased im} 


portations from Canada consequent upon the 


reciprocity agreement and improved steamship communication. 
The terms of the agreement are that Canada grants a preference 


of 44cents the 100 





Ibs. on sugar and molasses, 75 cents the 100 lbs. 





on.cocoa, 5 cents tl 


he gallon on lime juice, 10 per cent. ad valorem 


on fresh limes, and 2 per cent. ad valorem on several other 
articles of West Indian produce ; receiving in return a preference 
of 12 cents the 100 lbs. on flour, and 2 per cent. ad valorem 


on certain other a: 
The result of the 


rticles of Canadian produce and manufacture. 
agreement has been that in 1913 the value of 


Canada’s exports to this colony amounted to £226,849, showing 
an increase of £75,493 over those of 1912. The articles on which 
the largest increase is shown was flour of which 81,511 more 


bags were importe 


d in 1913. 


109. The large expenditure in Tobago on road extension 
and other improvements since its incorporation as a Ward of the 
Colony is beginning to show results, and the agricultural indus- 


tries of that islan 


d appear now to be firmly established. The 


value of its exports has increased from £35,201 in 1909 to 


£60,269 in 1913, 


coconuts, and copra. 


the principal articles of export being cocoa, 
The two new steamers that have been 


built for the Trinidad Coastal Service by the Royal Mail Steam 


Packet Company a: 


fford an easy means of communication between 


the two islands, and the wireless station in Scarborough places 


the one island in close touch with the other. 


There is still a fair 


quantity of Crown Land available for sale in Tobago. 


110. The inve 


pest continue, one 


« 


stigations in connection with the froghopper 
-half of the cost being met by the Colony and 
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one-half by the Estates’ proprietors. The Colony’s share of the 
Expenditure amounted in 1913-14 to £267. 


111. The health of the Colony was good, but an unfortunate 
outbreak of Yellow fever occurred at the Brighton oilfields where 
there were ten cases and three deaths. The prompt action of the 
Sanitary authorities however kept the outbreak in check, and it 
did not spread to any other district of the Colony, but the usual 
quarantine restrictions were imposed against the Colony while it 
lasted. The expenditure on sanitation measures in connection 
with the outbreak was £1,472. 


112. On the whole the record of the year 1913-14 is a 
favourable one. 


113. Maps of the islands of Trinidad and Tobago, brought 
up to date, are appended. 


8S. W. KNAGGS, 


Colonial Secretary. 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Trinidad, 
5th October, 1914. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS, 


&e. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 


the sources indicated on the title page :— 





ANNUAL. 

Colony, &c. Year. 
Southern Nigeria 1912 
Jamaica 1912-1913 
British Honduras 1912 
Northern igen PA 
Malta 1912-1913 
Uganda.. $s 
Mauritius 8 1912 
Straits Settlements 3 
Trinidad and Tobago. . 1912-1913 
East Africa Protectorate 5 
Grenada ‘ 1912 
Leeward Islands 1912-1913 
St. Lucia as 
St. Vincent ” 
Bermuda 1912 
Ceylon .. ” 
Gibraltar 1913 
St. Helena e A 
Turks and Caicos Islands a 
Seychelles ae se 
Ceylon .. ss 
Bermuda Le 
Weihaiwei 2 
Gambia. . i 
Gold Coast oe as eae a 
Northern Territories of the Gold Coast ve as i 
Sierra Leone Pe < a3 
Bahamas 1913-1914 
Cayman Islands’ s (Jamaica) 1912-1913 
Fiji : os 1913 
Ashanti 35. 
Basutoland 1913-1914 
Hong Kong... ate 1913 
Bechuanaland Protectorate .. 1913-1914 
Imperial Institute 1913 
Falkland Islands pe 
Malta ote 1913-1914 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Colony, &c. 


Weihaiwei 
Northern Nigeria 


Nyasaland 
Southern Nigeria 
Imperial Institute 
Southern Nigeria 
West Indies 


Southern Nigeria 
Southern Nigeria 
Ceylon.. 

Imperial Institute 
Southern Nigeria 


Subject. 
Census, 1911. 
Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 
Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
Rubber and Gutta-percha. 
Mineral Survey, 1910. 
Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, &c. 
.. Mineral Survey, 1911. 
« Mineral Survey, 1912. 
Mineral Survey. 
Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 
Mineral Survey, 1913. 
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JAMAICA. 


(For Report for 1912-13, see No. 783.) 


Tue GOVERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 
King’s House, Jamaica, 
9th October, 1914. 


Sir, 





I—FINANCIAL. 


I have the honour to report on the Blue Book Returns of this 
Government for the financial year ended the 3lst March, 1914. 


1. The revenue and expenditure of the year, under the heads of 
Estimates, compared with those of the preceding year, were as 




















follows :— 
Revenue. 
Heads. Receipts, 1912-13. | Receipts, 1913-14. 
£ s. d. £ 8. d. 
Customs .. 449,433 10 5 426,686 18 11 
Port, Harbour, and Lighthouse 
Dues .. 8,039 12 0 8,195 18 2 
Licences, Excise, ‘and Internal 
Revenue not otherwise classi- is 
fied 206,214 15 24) 208,655 14 9} 
Fees of Office, Stamp. Duties, 
Reimbursements -in- aid (a) 
and Irrigation Receipts 207,814 2 92) 128,217 12 Of 
Post Office and Jelegrapns 51,480 15 0} 51,791 18 7h 
Railway 183,280 4 53 176,677 7 0 
Rents 3,036 0 8 3,030 11 0 
Interest ae 16,469 10 23 8,355 0 5 
Miscellaneous Receipts fe 28,652 13 7 15,868 17 3% 
Land Sales ‘ 1,739 18 7} 1,158 15 10} 
Transfer from Insurance Fund in 
aid of General Revenues 50,000 0 0 - - = 
Loan raised to reimburse cost of 
Rio Minho Branch Railway . - - - 20,000 0 0 
£1,206,161 3 02) £1,048,638 14 If 
(a) Includes from Earthquake Loan Board for redemption of debt, 
£87,055 6s. 9d. in 1912-13. 
a2 


(C94) Wt 36076/850. 1125 & 90. 11.14 B.&F.Ltd. @p.11/2. 


4 : COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 














Expenditure. 
Heads. Payments, 1912-13. Payments, 1911-12. 
| £ 8. d. £ 8. d. 
Charges of Debt . ots a3 231,686 10 3 189,591 12 1 
Pensions .. 31,564 14 1 33,661 6 7} 
Pensions, Widows and ‘Orphans 8,013 12 8 8,390 18 4 
Governor and Staff sa % 6,014 12 8 6,083 2 0 
Privy Council... sce at 62 8 8 82 6 3 
Legislative Council or ee 791 18 8 929 19 11 
Colonial Secretariat - -. | 5,504 8 11} 5,146 9 1 
Public Works Department aes 19,262 7 4 19,121 16 9% 
Parochial Roads and Works .. 1,663 10 10 1,726 11 44 
Lands Department us| 3,484 0 93 3,481 3 3 
Railway .. ae a se| 95,157 9 6} 112,528 1 9% 
Audit Office a ee ee 4,102 0 5} 4,034 0 9% 
Treasury Department .. ae | 3,624 12 3 3,832 16 03 
Government Savings Bank oe 2,385 0 10 2,187 15 113 
Immigration eae!) 1,090 13 03 1,061 2 8 
Clerks’ Parochial Boards | Pra 600 0 0 450 0 0} 
Stamp Office fe 3 848 73 
Excise, Internal Revenue and } 54,867 19 7} 
Customs ae 38,972 13 92) | 
Postal and Telegraph Service .. 51,166 12 33) 47,097 12 Of 
Construction of Railway Pier | 
No.3... : 925 18 9 12,610 5 10 
Part Redemption ‘of f Earthquake 
Loan .. 87,055 6 9 - - = 
Judicial .. or Se ate 38,330 18 74 38,797 0 6} 
Ecclesiastical : | 849 3 10 868 14 8 
_Medical .. 7 74,580 9 11 75,975 18 5b 
‘Constabulary and Prisons | 96,864 8 43 95,784 7 8} 
Industrial Schools a Somat 
Reformatories : e eal 6,449 4 10} 6,677 15 9% 
Education. . a ae 91,411 17 4% 84,013 11 1 
Harbours and Pilotage ae 3 4,250 0 1h 3,476 12 3 
Military : Imperial roops, Colo- 
nial Defence .. my 7,787 8 8 7,475 7 9 
Direct Cable Subsidy .. aa 1,000 0 0 750 0 0 
Direct Steamship Subsidy . _ - 
Railway to Chapelton (Rio Minho 
Branch). . 53,698 14 2 13,122 18 1 
Record and Registrar- General's 
Office, Registrar of Titles rad 5,660 12 113 5,524 12 6 
Census of Jamaica, 1911 _ —_ 
Government Printing Office .. 10,144 15 8 9,425 15 1 
Institute of Jamaica... ate 1,729 10 5 1,551 9 2 
Board of Supervision .. ate 447 10 72719 8 
Agricultural Services .. 16,146 18 6 20,959 13 24 
-Agricultural Societies Board Ad- 
ministration Expenses es 292 17 11 = 
Miscellaneous ‘ae on 42,682 12 8} 48,785 3 0 
Public Works and Buildings | 
Lighthouses a 227,363 14 2 144,344 10 10 
West India Improvement Com- 
pany’s Lands, Cost of purchase 
New Public Pe cet, 
Block .. 11,188 7 7 = 
Hurricane Assistance |. ae 20,073 18 2 338 8 10 
Total for General Expenditure... | £1,304,929 14 114) £1,065,434 19 2} 
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2. The total revenue and expenditure for the last five years have 
been as shown below :— 
Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ 


£ 
1909-10... 0 6. we 992,976 1,033,794 
910-ll.. ww 990,399 987,304 
1911-12... =... Ss«*; 161,014 1,155,208 
1912-13... ..  .. .. -1,206,161 + —‘1,304,930 
1913-14... ..  .. .. 1,048,639 ‘1,065,435 


The revenue exceeded the original estimate by £40,370 9s. ld. 
£20,000 of this amount is however a refund of part of the money 
advanced in previous years from revenue for building the Rio Minho 
Branch Railway, that sum having been raised by loan. 


The heads showing material increase over the estimate are Fees 
of Office Stamp Duties, &c., £15,725, Railway, £11,677, and Post 
and Telegraphs, £792, while there was a deficiency of £3,313 in Customs 
revenue and £4,348 in Interest. 


The expenditure exceeded the Budget estimate by £13,660 8s. 9d., 
but as supplementary appropriations amounting to £32,026 17s. 114d. 
were voted, there was a saving of £18,366 9s. 24d. on the total sums 
voted for the services of the year. The principal items of extraordinary 
expenditure have been £13,123 on the Rio Minho Branch Railway, 
£12,610 on the construction of Railway Pier No. 3, and an excess of 
£17,371 on the maintenence of the railway and the provision of new 
rolling stock. There was also considerable expenditure for re-housing 
and for relief works consequent on the hurricane of 1912 and the 
severe droughts. The excess of expenditure over revenue, amounting 
to £16,796, has reduced the surplus on 3lst March, 1914, to £59,418. 


The public debt of the Island (most of which is represented by pro- 
ductive investments) amounted to £3,810,447 on the 31st March, 1914. 
The accumulated sinking funds on the same date amounted to £908,379, 
leaving a net liability of £2,902,068. Included in the debt were 
guaranteed public loans for local purposes, secured on municipal 
rates and undertakings, amounting to £407,233, the sinking funds in 
respect of which amounted to £73,197. 


The totals of the revenue and expenditure of the City Council of 
Kingston, of the Kingston General Commissioners, and of all the 


Parochial Boards taken together, for the last five years, are shown in 
the following comparative statements :— 


Kingston City Council. 


Receipt. Expenditure. 
£ £ 


1909-10 ss oe Be 32,513 35,739 
1910-11 Me ox He 35,755 35,385 
1911-12 af Ss a 46,565 45,846 
1912-13 nd ‘s eS 41,515 43,846 


1913-14 Re ere aS 39,100 37,610 
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Kingston General Commissioners. 


Receipt. Expenditure 


£ £ 
1909-10 x a = 31,957 30,707 
1910-11 nes Be Be 60,082 52,373 
1911-12 a "a oe 69,740 72,875 
1912-13, su Py i 44,656 54,842 
1913-14 xs a 4 48,479 44,503 


Other Parochial Boards (14 Parishes). 
Receipt. Expenditure. 
£ £ 


1909-10 re s ees 111,586 117,461 
1910-11 n A a 135,118 139,032 
1911-12 as Bo 3 123,179 124,059 
1912-13 ou oa Be 148,029 146,491 
1913-14 Ss oe ae 154,813 148,199 


© The debts of the Parochial Boards to the Treasury for advances 
made for water-works and markets amounted at the close of the year 
to £22,648. 





IL—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
(a) Imports and Exports. 
F. The total values of imports and exports for the last five years are 


. a8 follows :— 
Imports. Exports. 


1909-10 es oe - aes ae 
1910-11 an be ze 2,614,943 2,568,222 
1911-12 es ee . 2,865,553 2,948,067 
1912-13 aa oi ne 3,050,478 2,709,283 
1913-14 a ve Be 2,837,446 2,430,207 


The imports decreased by £213,032 and the exports by £279,283. 
“These figures afford additional proof of the grave effect which the 
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prolonged droughts and the hurricanes of 1912 produced in the economic 
condition of the Colony, and the extent to which the prosperity 
attained in 1911 has been diminished. The exports of 1912 were 
£238,784 and those of 1913 £517,860 less than those of 1911. 


The principal articles of import were :— 


Average 

1913. four years. 
Aleand Beer .. on galls. 295,715 289,978 
value £49,285 £47,094 
Bacon .. ee oe lbs. 48,140 49,439 
value £2,206 £2,266 
Beef, W. S. Ke Bo bris. 3,362 6,263 
value £12,859 £19,048 
Bread and Biscuits .. lbs. 2,575,222 3,823,605 
value £21,460 £31,863 
Butter and substitutes lbs. 1,206,085 1,080,150 
value £44,462 £38,405 
Candles, composition .. lbs. 49,003 53,292 
value £1,225 £1,438 
Cheese .. ae ar lbs. 215,127 224,360 
value £8,963 £8,733 
Coal i. oe os tons 51,745 59,150 
value £46,172 £51,046 
Corn as = “le bushls. 260,164 260,193 
value £52,032 £47,230 
Fish, dried, salted a Tbs. 10,139,251 11,576,738 
value £134,345 £142,324 
Fish, alewives .. a pris. 8,912 7,881 
value £12,032 £9,445 
Herrings re a bails. 42,862 37,795 
value £42,862 £34,655 
Mackerel a ws bris. 4,093 5,636 
value £10,132 £12,767 
Salmon .. oe Aa brie. 500 357 
value £1,762 £1,204 
Flour... me 2 bris. 324,439 246,438 
value £340,661 £272,727 
Gunpowder... oe Ibs. 22,650 39,642 
value £1,132 £1,982 
Hams .. ee “is Ibs. 206,651 198,103 
value £8,610 £8,470 
Lard... fs ee lbs. 302,961 214,565 
value £7,574 £4,933 
_Matches us ra gross 48,844 29,683 
value £4,797 £2,770 
Meal. Be a bris. 92,223 50,120 
value £78,889 £39,122 
Milk, condensed One cases 64,510 52,726 
value £61,285 £47,058 
Oats... es oe bushls. 80,220 77,382 
value £16,044 £14,581 
Oils re be xe galls. 1,588,778 1,295,340 
value £93,231 £69,027 
Peas and Beans mis pbushls. 19,143 17,134 
value £10,528 £9,597 
Pork, W.8. .. oe bris. 6,012 5,128 
value £23,081 £21,889 
Rice ae ay Na Ibs. 15,302,630 13,947,168 
value £84,164 £72,964 
Salt is age ite lbs. 10,311,972 10,241,960 


value £10,311 “£11,638 
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Soap 
Spirits, Brandy 
Pe Cordials 
» Gin 
» Whisky 
Sugar, refined .. 
Tea 
Tobacco, Leaf .. 


Tobacco, Manufactured, 
and Cigarettes 


Wines 

Wood, W. P. lumber .. 
Wood, Pitch Pine 
Wood, Shingles 


1913. 
Ibs. 5,056,711 
value £41,707 
galls. 2,898 
value £1,448 
galls. 2,274 
value £2,676 
galls. 3,040 
value £713 
galls. 32,883 
value £11,509 
Ibs. 1,043,658 
value £8,349 
lbs. 71,526 
value £3,576 
Ibs. 40,090 
value £3,018 
lbs. 68,383 
value £7,305 
galls, 41,962 
value £15,409 
feet 2,341,355 
value £17,560 
feet 12,313,596 
value £86,195 
Number 2,252,340 
value £5,503 


Average 
four years. 
4,722,559 
£37,491 
4,099 
£2,050 
2,536 
£3,106 
3,712 
£928 
33,261 
£11,641 
726,141 
£6,070 
73,316 
£3,666 
35,285 

~ £7,171 


112,389 
£12,505 
45,193 
£17,965 
1,797,328 
£13,230 
12,120,722 
£84,845 
1,573,156 
£3,777 


The imports for the past 40 years at intervals of ten years are as 








under :— 
1873 £1,762,817 
1883 £1,568,639 
1893 £2,157,794 
1903 £2,014,477 
1913 £2,837,446 
and were obtained from the following countries :— 
f 7 
| 1873. 1883. 1893. 1903. 1913. 
|. £ £ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom ' 1,016,571] 906,902/1,190,563| 948,315/1,088,309 
| 57:5%| 578%] 552%] 47°1%) 38-38% 
United States 453,255| 425,712] 719,487] 8$56,973/1,326,723 
| 25-99%} 27:2) 334%] 42-50%} 467% 
Canada ' 223,065] 175,063) 188,484] 144,877|2,486,210 
| 12°7%| 112%! 87%] 72% 8.79% 
Other Countries 70,026] 60,962) 59,260] 64,312) 173,793 
39%] 3-8%) 279%] 3:29) 63% 














The Collector General remarks :—In the span covered by these 
summaries the Colony’s import trade has increased by over a million, 
but the latter half of the period has witnessed the rapid declension of 
trade with Britain and a commensurate advance in the trade relations 
with the United States, and while “‘ Other Country” makes a bid, 
Canada stands stationary. These are features that one would wish 


otherwise. 
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Of the total exports, amounting in value to 
£2,430,207, the proportion attributable to 


Island produce was ‘ ‘ £2,216,211 
Against the like figures in 1912 of . - 2,572,275 
Or a decrease of 356,064 
And the proportion attributable to British 

and foreign goods re-exported . Se 213,995 
Against the like figures for 1912 of. . 2s 137,008 
Or an increase of Ss os es on £76,987 


This decrease in the value of Island produce exported as compared. 
with 1913 is made up principally of Bananas, £252,951; Cocoa, 
£25,095 ; Coffee, £16,152; Ginger, £11,400; Honey, £3, 100 ; Yams, 
£1,018 : Logwood extract, "25,250. 

The figures for the two years brought into contrast, grouped under 
the general Board of Trade classification, work out thus :— 





1913. 1912, 





Class I. Live Animals, Food, Drink and £ £ 
1,846,703 2,239,447 


Narcotics. . 
Class II. Raw Material and Articles mainly 

unmanufactured. . 184,565 149,818 
Class III. Articles wholly or “Inainly manu- 

factured .. oes 216,579 216,176 
Class IV. Miscellaneous unclassified a 1,541 2,150 
Class V. Bullion and Specie a ans 180,816 101,692 











The growth of the total export trade in the forty years since 1872 
is_as follows : 





1873 year ending 30th September .. -.  £1,226,011 
1883 year ending 30th September .. ..  £1,469,446 
1893 year ending 31st March ee ..  £1,759,806 
1903 year ending 31st March op ..  £2,292,335 
1913 year ending 31st December .. .. — £2,430,207 


In this connexion the following figures showing the trend of trade 
will also possess interest. The markets accepting the Island’s exports 
in each of the years specified and the proportions falling to each were 
as under :— 

















1873, | 1883. | 1893. | 1903. | 1913. 

£ £ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom  .. _—-998,779 800,306] 511,550| 436,593/ 424,491 
815%) 54-5%| 29.1%! 190%! 17-5% 
United States .. | 103,139} 290,268} 954,782/1,559,990|1,396,086 
84%} 19°8%| 54.3%] 68-0%|  57-4% 
Canada -. | 4,589) 244,850; 46,193! 53,721} 90,374 
| +3%) 167%] 2.6%] 24%] 3-7 
Other Countries .. | 119,504) 134,028] 247,281] 242,031] 519,256 
j 98%) 9°0% | 14.0%) 10°67) | 21-4% 
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The chief articles of export show the following variations :— 


Average of 

1913. four years. 

Annatto .. es .. Ibs. 613,044 856,175 
value £5,108 £7,031 

Beeswax .. ak .. Ibs. 57,904 72,268 
value £3,257 £4,048 

Cocoa He af .. owt. 46,359 53,449 
value £114,738 £103,586 

Coconuts .. a .» Dumber 23,769,600 18,724,420 
value £135,486 £85,241 

Coffee a 325 .. Cwt. 58,193 77,668 
value £158,578 £180,847 

Divi Divi.. ora .. Ibs. 249,530 380,474 

value £534 £903 

Fruit, Bananas .. .. stems 11,597,881 15,171,714 
value £988,236 £1,310,826 

» Grapefruit +» pkgs. 81,983 54,323 
value £28,355 £18,939 

» Oranges .. - .. number 45,863,600 38,283,837 
value £58,967 £42,565 

Ginger ae 4% .. Cwt. 21,234 24,972 
value £36,637 £47,376 

Hides of “4 .+ Ibs. 619,707 464,338 
value £23,239 £13,395 

Honey ae aye -» galls. 109,334 164,111 
value £15,261 £20,630 

Horses and Mules ++ TRumber 122 19 
value £2,101 £1,726 

Limejuice .. ae ++ galls. 89,010 102,163 
value £3,708 £3,956 
Logwood Extract «- pkgs. 23,965 21,101 
value £170,427 £154,640 

Pimento .. ak .. Cwt. 135,612 107,215 
value £88,148 £75,912 

Rum a ake ++ galls. 953,677 1,259,915 
value £101,328 £130,456 

Sugar ws ae .. ewt. 97,821 299,067 
value £52,171 £190,023 

Skins, Goat oat .. Ibs. 156,397 146,500 
value £14,336 £13,620 

Tobacco, Cigars .. .» Ibs. 74,473 70,311 
value £36,025 £35,267 

Tobacco, Cigarettes .. Ibs. 2,905 10,530 
value £342 £1,330 

Tobacco, Leaf .. .. Ibs. 43,303 30,268 
value £1,473 £1,269 

Tortoise Shell ne .. Ibs. 5,571 5,957 
value £6,008 £5,116 
Turtle oe oe ++ Dumber 624 871 
value £1,379 £2,063 

Wood, Bitter i .. tons 3,441 2,602 
value £5,162 £3,907 

Wood, Fustic a .. tons 3,449 2,985 
value £7,416 £7,176 

Wood, Logwood .. -. tons 50,081 33,409 
value £106,423 £75,388 

Yams.. .. ay -. ewt. 8,970 9,410 


value £3,144 £3,122 
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The relation which each of the staples bears to the total is indicated 
by the following figures for the past three years :— 














| 1911. 1912. 1913, 
Sugar .. ee oo | 89% 51% 23% 
Rum .. Se 3-10, 2-6% 4-6% 
Coffee .. | 55% 10-7% T1% 
Cocoa .. | 3-6% 54%, 52% 
Dyewoods 39% 34% 52% 
Fruit | 58-307 547%, 48-6% 
Pimento ie of 31% 3-0% 40% 
Minor Products a | 13-5% 15-1% 23-0% 





The acreage returned in 1912-1913, grouped under the four principal 
headings of the return and set against an average of four years, 
exhibits the following :— 











1913-14. | 1912-13. | 1911-12. | Average of 
| four years. 
| Acres. | Acres. Acres. Acres. 

Tilled Lands... oh 264,656 267,276 280,286 270,058 
Guinea Grass... te 153,718 152,527 143,592 144,144 
Commons an se 621,754 | 502,830 517,830 507,242 
Wood and ruinate ae 1,173,120 | 1,222,699 | 1,230,001 | 1,232,024 
Total ce “he 2,113,248 | 2,145,332 | 2,171,709 | 2,153,468 

















As compared with 1911-1912 the tilled lands show a decrease of 
18,010 acres in 1912-1913 and 2,620 in 1913-1914, and the commons 
and guinea grass net increases of 3,924 and 9,126 acres, respectively. 
The droughts have resulted in a restriction of cultivation and an 
increasing of grazing. 

The tilled lands in turn are classified as far as possible under des- 
cription of cultivation, and the figures for the past year taken out 
under crop and compared with 1911-1912 and with an average of 
four years give the following summary :— 


T 
{ 














1913-14. | 1912-13. | 1911-12. laverage for 

| | four years. 
Acres. Acres. Acres. | Acres. 
Canes... ar .. | 31,160 31,753 34,766 | 32,083 
Coffee .. ~ Be 20,023 22,275 24,473 | 24,171 
Coconuts Br ne 19,955 17,377 16,691 | 16,170 
Bananas .. Sh Ss 85,468 81,071 82,435 77,964 
Cocoa... oe as 10,849 11,236 13,355 11,848 
Ground Provisions ae 61,834 66,153 74,723 82,785 
Mixed Cultivation as 31,238 33,479 30,167 27,756 
Minor Items... at 4,129 3,932 3,676 4,217 
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The lesson taught by these figures is that the cultivation of bananas, 
coconuts and minor items is increasing at the expense of all other 
staples, and that the peasantry are rapidly abandoning the production 
of native foodstuffs. The general increase in tilled lands within 
the past 40 years has been very considerable, having risen from 
123,428 acres in 1873-1874 to 264,656 in 1913-1914, while the pastoral 
industry has also made some progress, the number of acres in guinea 
grass having increased from 119,642 to 153,718, and in commons 
from 312,693 to 521,754 in the same period. The result of this access 
of industry on the part of the inhabitants is that the exports have 
increased practically 100 per cent., while the population has increased 
by about three-fifths. 


The following abstract of the number of separate properties laid 
under contribution to general and parochial revenue during the year 
1913-1914 and the different descriptions, set out and compared with 
the figures of the year preceding, show the following :— 











1913-14, 1912-13. 

Number. Number. 

Properties valued at £20 A ae 62,889 62,554 
” » at £30 at a 6,653 6,618 

$3 » at £40 es = 53,428 53,240 

oe > over £40 wie are 30,715 30,177 
Occupiers relieved 33 Bn ae 1,005 920 
Properties in arrear .. oo ats 12,757 12,600 
167,447 166,109 








The Surveyor General makes the following observations with regard 
to the sale of Crown Lands, &c., during the yeer :— 


Sale of Land. . 


250 purchasers who bought 2,322 acres under the rules for the 
sale of Crown Lands to small settlers have completed payment of 
instalments of their purchase money and been given titles for their 
lands. There were also 43 other purchasers who paid cash down for 
2044 acres. To date, of the total of 32,814 acres that have been sold 
partly on credit since 1897, about 22,734 acres have been paid for in 
full, 3,206 acres taken back for failure to pay, and 6,874 acres still 
remain in possession of purchasers to be paid for. £32,912 has been 
received for sale of lands since 1896. The total amount of purchase 
money received during the year is £1,132 lls. 43d. 29 persons were 
given refund of one-fifth of purchase money for establishing in perma- 
nent cultivation one-fifth of the area purchased or making building 
improvements on Town Lots. 





Leases and Tenancies. 


449} acres and 22 Town Lots have been leased to 33 persons for 
£349 10s. 6d. per annum, and 506 small preedial tenants have been taken 
on at rentals of from 12s. to 20s. per acre per annum. The total 
amount of rent received for the year is £2,834 13s. 6d. 
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247% acres of land have been finally forfeited. Two notifications, 
37 and 38, covering 2,785} acres, have been issued, and forfeiture 
proceedings for non-payment of taxes in respect of this and 12,813} 
acres proceeded against in former notifications are now pending. 


Escheatable Lands and Generally. 


Four cases of escheat and squatting occurred during the year and 
the lands recovered are in possession of this Department. Sundry 
sites for Teachers’ Cottages, School Houses, Hospitals, Court Houses, 
etc., etc., have been surveyed and title arranged for. 


AGRICULTURE. 


Despite the marked deficiency in the total rainfall for the year the 
distribution has been on the whole favourable for the growth of 
crops all over the Island, and the prospects for the resulting export 
in 1914 are good. 


The effect of the hurricane and drought of the previous year is 
shown by the record of the exports of bananas, sugar, rum and 
cacao, which were all markedly below the average. Coconuts, however, 
show a gratifying increase despite the damage done to the groves 
at the west end of the Island by the recent storms, while orange oil 
has attained a position of importance as a standard article of export 
from Jamaica. 


The work of plant sanitation has progressed during the year and the 
appointment of a special field officer to carry out the treatment of 
diseased bananas and coconuts under the Diseases of Plants Law 
has enabled the Department to maintain a close supervision of the 
areas where disease had been found. The Panama disease of bananas 
has been controlled by the drastic measures which were carried out 
by the Department and only a few sporadic cases occurred during 
the year on the original sites where it was first discovered in January, 
1912. An outbreak of this disease, however, occurred in an isolated 
field in Hanover and has been dealt with during the year. Speaking 
generally, the Colony may be congratulated on the health and promise 
of its banana fields at the present moment. 


Sisal hemp figures for the first time in a material way in the export 
statistics of the Colony, due to the enterprise of a planter in the district 
of Vere, who has been markedly successful in the cultivation of the 
true sisal (Agave sisalana) on a soil of limestone formation. This 
plant had failed when cultivated on alluvial soils some twenty years ago 
owing to its habit of polling prematurely. It has now been demon- 
strated that it can be grown with success and profit on a limestone 
soil in the dry and hot district of Vere and a good deal of planting 
is now taking place. 
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A perennial wild cotton from Cuba has been grown on a small scale 
during the year and the results were so promising that a large extension 
of this crop is now being undertaken by planters in districts suitable 
for the growing of cotton. 


Diseases of animals have not occasioned much concern during the 
year, the livestock of the Island having been unusually free from 
serious diseases. 


A few cases of anthrax were dealt with, while trypan blue was 
employed on a large scale on working cattle suffering from tick fever 
with quite remarkable results. 


The Government Stock Farm closed the year with a healthy improve- 
ment in its finances, while the first sale of pedigree bulls in February 
attracted a good number of buyers, some 23 dairy bulls being sold 
by public auction. 


The experiment with silage has been continued, and a further proof 
obtained of the efficacy of the silo for preserving fodder in districts 
where dry weather has to be contended with by stock raisers and 
dairymen. An improved formula for spraying cattle for ticks was 
tested out at the farm during the year, and the materials—paranaph 
and arsenite of soda—are now being supplied to the public at cost. 


The recently established Farm School at Hope continues to progress, 
and it is satisfactory to find that a large proportion of the students 
already trained are finding useful occupations in various branches of 
agriculture. 


The work of plant distribution has recently been enlarged by the 
establishment of local nurseries in Portland, St. Thomas, Clarendon, 
and St. James under the direction of the Agricultural Instructors 
of the Jamaica Agricultural Society. 


In this way 125,000 cocoa plants have been distributed, mainly to 
small settlers, during the year. This enterprise should in a few years 
result in a marked increase in the exports of cacao from the Colony. _ 


The total number of plants distributed to the public during the year 
was 233,000, as against 172,000 last year and 159,000 in 1911-1912. 
These figures indicate that planting enterprise is on the up-grade and 
that the cultivation of permanent crops is steadily progressing. 


The work of the Government Laboratory shows a substantial 
increase in the number of samples dealt with during the year. Through. 
the activity of the Police a satisfactory check on the quality of foods 
and drugs has been maintained. 


The records of the Laboratory indicate that on the whole the public 
is being honestly served by the purveyors of these articles. 


The public supply of milk alone remains unsatisfactory, 29 per cent. 
of the samples tested having been found to be diluted with water. 
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SHIPPING. 


The ships reporting show a decrease of 70 in number and an increase 
of tonnage of 206,473 tons. The figures are :— 


Steamers and Sailing Vessels. 


1912—1,471 ships with tonnage .. oh 2,341,823 
1913—1,401 ships with tonnage .. ~ 2,548,296 
Decrease in ships, 70 ; increase in tonnage, . . 206,473 


Steamers and Sailing Vessels. 


The clearances were :— 


1912—1,453 ships with tonnage .. om 2,346,615 
1913—1,400 ships with tonnage .. ne 2,569,827 
Decrease in ships, 53 ; increase in tonnage . . 223,212 


Distinguishing between ships (steamers and sailing vessels) reporting 
with cargo and those reporting in ballast, the account appears as 
follows :— 


Reporting with Cargo. 


1912—1,169 ships with tonnage .. we 2,068,855 
1913—1,123 ships with tonnage .. ws 2,201,382 
Decrease in ships, 46 ; increase in tonnage 132,527 


Reporting in Ballast. 


1912—302 ships with tonnage be ue 272,968 
1913—278 ships with tonnage an a6 346,914 





Decrease in ships, 24 ; increase in tonnage 23,946 


Separating steamers from sailing vessels, the analysis shows that 
the arrivals of steamships were :— 


1912—1,282 ships with tonnage... «+ 2,300,272 
1913—1,201 ships with tonnage... aa 2,498,859 


Decrease in ships, 81 ; increase in tonnage 198,587 
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The following tables show the arrivals with cargo and the arrivals 
in ballast :— 


Steamships arriving with Cargo. 


1912—1,033 ships with tonnage .. — 2,050,711 
1913— 991 ships with tonnage .. a 2,183,805 
Decrease in ships, 42 ; increase in tonnage. . 133,094 


Steamships arriving in Ballast. 





1912—249 ships with tonnage as o8 249,561 
1913—210 ships with tonnage s es 315,054 
Decrease in ships, 39 ; increase in tonnage 65,493 


The steamers clearing were as under :— 


1912—1,285 ships with tonnage... Ve 2,310,835 
1913—1,207 ships with tonnage .. a 2,525,255 
Decrease in ships, 78 ; increase in tonnage 214,420 


Separating those clearing in ballast from those taking cargo, the 
figures are :— 


Cleared with Cargo. 


1912—1,236 ships with tonnage... & 2,198,245 
1913—1,122 ships with tonnage... ws 2,304,464 
Decrease in ships, 114 ; increase in tonnage 106,219 


Cleared in Ballast. 





1912—49 ships with tonnage 4 ia 112,590 
1913—85 ships with tonnage a es 220,791 
Increase in ships, 36 ; increase in tonnage. . 108,201 


The arrivals from the United Kingdom and British possessions 
were :— 


Sailing vessels 145 is tonnage 15,943 
Steam vessels 515 ae tonnage 1,442,556 
660 1,458,499 


From foreign countries :— 


Sailing vessels 55 oe tonnage 33,494 
Steam vessels 686 oe tonnage 1,056,303 


741 1,089,797 
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TIlL—LEGISLATION. 
Seventeen Laws were passed during 1913, the most important 
being :— 


Nos. 16 and 17, relating to Irrigation in the parish of Clarendon 
(Vere) ; 


No. 15, giving effect to the International Opium Convention ; 


No. 14, for the better Regulation and Control of Cinematograph 
and similar Exhibitions ; 


No. 11, the Westmoreland Relief Law, granting loans for the resto- 
ration of dwellings destroyed by the hurricane of November, 
1912; and 


No. 12, repealing the Copyright Laws. 


The usual financial measures and certain amending Laws complete 
the list. 





IV.—PUBLIC EDUCATION. 


The Director of Education furnished the following statistics :— 








Schools on| Average | Average Per- Total 
Annual Number |Attendance] centage on| Payments 
Grant | of Schools; for Year | Average to Ele- 
Year. List at | on Books ended Attend- | mentary 
end of for Year 31st ance of Schools 
Financial | ended 31st} October. | Number and 
Year. October. on Books. | Teachers. 
1912-14 ss 698 100,179 60,900 60°79 £66,847 
1913-14 a 697 96,757 59,666 61-66 £66,344 




















The annual examination of teachers and training college students 
shows the following results :— 


There were 123 Jamaica students presented, of whom 92 passed, 
27 obtaining honours. Of the 16 students from British Guiana and 
the Leeward Islands all passed except one. 


For the Pupil Teachers’ examination 462 were presented and 235, 
or 51 per cent., passed ; of volunteer candidates 2,099 were presented, 
and 809, or 39 per cent., passed. 


The total amount expended on elementary education through 
the Department was £83,937, as compared:with £91,387, and by the 
Public Works Department, in the building of Government Schools 
and schoolmasters’ houses, £10,407, as compared with £6,248 in 
the previous year. 
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The principal developments in education matters during the year 
have been the better housing of a few of the schools in Government 
buildings, the bringing into full operation of the Technical and Con- 
tinuation Schools, and the establishment of School Boards throughout 
the Island. Progress has also been made in the teaching of hygiene, 
sanitation, and agricultural instruction. 


The Director of Education has submitted a report from Colonel 
Hicks, one of the Inspectors, who has served in the Department for 
thirty-eight years, and he gives some interesting particulars as to the 
progress of education during that period. He points out that the 
average school attendance has increased by 122 per cent., while the 
population has increased 65 per cent.; that the number of first-class 
schools has increased from 8 to 37 per cent., second class schools 
from 28 to 45 per cent., and that third class schools have decreased. 
from 57 to 17 per cent. He also shows that the merit of the schools 
in the different classes has attained a much higher standard, the 
comparison being as follows :— 








Year. Ist, 62 marks. 2nd, 51 marks. 8rd, 40 marks. 
1876 ef 8 per cent. | Less than 1 per cent.| Less than 1 per cent. 
1912-13... | 40 per cent. 51 per cent. 63 per cent. 


t 





Thisretrospect indicates that not only has literary educationimproved 
greatly in quality, but that a wider scope has been given to teaching 
in the elementary schools, embracing preparation for industrial 
pursuits. 


With reference to teachers’ salaries Colonel Hicks states :— 


“A specially gratifying festure of the progress made since 1876 is the 
improvement in the income of teachers. Co:nparing the salary of the 
principal teacher of an elementary school in Jamaica in the years 1876 
and 1913, the increase is 76 per cent. I know of no class of workers in the 
Is'and, professional or otherwise, the proportionate increase of whose 
average income has been equally great. Let it be confessed that it is not 
easy to name any class whose work has shown an average increase of 
merit equal to that of the school teachers. The teachers and the Govern- 
ment have combined to produce the result, the Government little by 
little, in successive steps, enlarging the scope of its grants, and the teachers 
by increased merit earning larger grants. . . . The pension scheme, just 
brought into force, is a factor that will still further increase the difference 
between the financial prospects of the teacher 38 years ago and now.” 


The Director of Education reports that :— 


“The proportion of schools in the first, second and third classes remains 
almost unchanged, which is probably testimony to the consideration 
allowed (and properly allowed) by the Inspectors for the distressful con- 
ditions under which school work was carried on in very many schools 
in the three western parishes which were slowly recovering from the 
effects of the hurricane of the preceding year, and in Southern Saint 
Elizabeth and Southern Manchester from the effects of drought.” 
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Industrial Schools. 


The number of inmates of the Industrial Schools, male and female, 
was :— 


Stony Hill .. by oe ae ex oe 481 
Shortwood .. ee be ee Pe 22 23 
Alpha Cottage ze i 9 es . 183 
Belmont ~ a tS ae cA vs 19 
Happy Grove 4 oe x %e “e 25 

Atotalof  .. 731 


Secondary Education. 


The expenditure of the endowed schools during the yeat was as 
follows :— 


Jamaica College .. Ay an an es ere 
Munro and Dickenson’s .. ae =f .. 8,068 
Wolmer’s .. oe te WY we shi 3,627 
Manning’s .. a us Be 2s a 994 
Rusea’s.. Gis oF ae ee = 279 
Titchfield .. * Af 3 a .. 1,836 
Beckford and Smith’s  .. = = a 370 
Manchester Schools YS a on ae 294 
Vere Schools a a aS we ss 1,264 
Montego Bay School ... eh a rr 806 
Guthrie Davidson’s oe arn Af ie 62 

£21,005 


The total number of pupils was 1,432, including those receiving 
elementary education in the Titchfield Schools. One boy from the 
Jamaica College obtained the Rhodes Scholarship, one from Wolmer’s 
took the Jamaica Scholarship, and two scholarships for girls were 
awarded to pupils from Wolmer’s, the £60 scholarship being gained 
by a pupil from Munro and Dickenson’s. 


Owing to an outbreak of mumps the Cambridge Local Examination 
was not held at Potsdam (Munro and Dickenson’s), but at the other 
centres 173 boys and girls passed the examinations, 29 of them taking 
honours. 
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V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


(a) Public Hospital, Kingston. 


Indoor patients treated 2,919 ; outdoor patients, including paupers, 
8,299; dressings done for outpatients, 26,227; prescriptions made 
up, 16,983; total surgical operations, 929 daily. Dental cases, 1,276 ; 
daily average number of inmates, 216; total cost of maintenance 
£10,692 ; receipts, £741 17s. 7d. 


(b) Victoria Jubilee Lying-in-Hospital. 


" Number of patients admitted, 634; 10 pupil nurses admitted for 
training, all of whom passed and received certificates; average daily 
number of patients, 15; receipts, £373 16s. 4d.; expenditure, 
£1,245 4s. 3d. 


(c) Lunatic Asylum. 


Number of patients on 31st March, 1914, 1,341, an increase of 
27 since beginning of the year. Total number of patients under 
treatment during year, 1,634; daily average resident, 1,323; rate 
of recovery, 49°82 per cent; admissions, 320; discharges, 163; 
deaths, 130; death-rate, 9°90 per cent. 

The proportion of insane is one to 645 population. 


A new ward for the safe custody of criminal lunatics has been 
completed. 


Cost of maintenance £19,613 ; receipts, £9,941. 


(d) Lepers’ Home. 


Patients on 31st March, 1913 .. ae CEE 
Admitted a wee ae Ss 22 
133 
Discharged 4 
Absconded 1 
Died 8 
— 13 
On 31st March, 1914 .. Pa a .. 120 


The death-rate was 6 per cent. ; cost of maintenance, £1,087 8s. 3d. ; 
receipts nil. 

The Medical Superintendent reports that he has abandoned the 
treatment by Nastin after a fair trial, and that he has been using 
“ Antileprol” for over two years with very excellent and gratifying 
results. He explains that “ Antileprol” is a refined product of 
chaulmoogra, oil. 
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(e) Government Savings Bank. 


The liability of the bank to its depositors on current account was 
increased during the year by £2,854, the decrease on ordinary accounts 
being £6,877, while the Government accounts were increased £9,731. 


The ordinary deposits amounted during the year to £106,647, a 
decrease of £914, and the withdrawals to £113,524 a decrease of 
£7,528, as compared with the previous year. 


The balance-sheet on 31st March, 1914, shows a liability to depositors 
of £319,826. 


The income and expenditure of the Savings Bank for the year may 
be summarised as below. 


Income. 
Interest on investments . or as .. 12,026 10 1 
Miscellaneous receipts .. = 7 0 7 
Deficiency provided out of General Revenue. . 724 13 10 
£12,768 4 6 
Expenditure. 
Interests on deposits .. oe .. 7,189 16 2 
Loss on realisation of investments .. .. 5,628 8 4 
£12,768 4 6 


The number of pass books examined was 6,532. 


(f) Registration of Titles. 


The number of titles registered is steadily increasing at the rate 
of between 300 and 400 each year. 


The Titles Assurance Fund amounted at the end of the year to 
£5,858 18s. 11d. 





VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
Courts, Police, and Prisons. 


The judicial statistics show that the total number of convictions in 
Circuit Courts was 85, as compared witb 131 in 1912-1913; of con- 
victions in the Resident Magistrates’ Court 8,628, as compared with 
7,935 ; of summary convictions 14,832, as compared with 15,028. 


The proportion of convictions of offences against property continued 
high. Convictions for predial larceny show an increase from 2,369 
last year to 2,643 in the year under report. 
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These high figures are attributable to the long period of drought 
which prevailed in the greater portion of the Island, and the effects 
of the hurricane in the western parishes which occurred in 1912. 


The Attorney General, commenting on these statistics, remarks :-— 


“The predial larceny figures are disheartening. Convictions for the 
offence show an increase of 273 as compared with the figures for 1912-1913, 
and the latter figures showed an increase of nearly 1,000 when compared 
with those for the previous year. It will perhaps be possible, when ex- 
perience has been gained of the working of the Detention of Habitual 
Criminals Law, 1914 (Law 30 of 1914), to devise some means for the 
prolonged detention and reformation of the predial thieves who do so 
mach harm to agriculture, especially that of the peasantry, in the country 

istricts.”” 


There were 7 convictions for murder in the course of the year, and 
3 for manslaughter, comparing with 1 and 5, respectively, in the 
previous year. 


The committals to the prisons during the year numbered 7,079, 
and to lock-ups for short terms 2,197, making a total of 9,276, as com- 
pared with 7,005 in the previous year, an increase of 2,271. 


The re-convictions during the year amounted to 984, of which 
275 were second convictions, 200 third and 500 fourth and upward. 
During 1912-1913 the re-convictions numbered 1,690. 


The daily average of prisoners in custody in the Penitentiary and 
Saint Catherine District Prison was 1,456, as compared with 1,259 
during the previous year. There were 59 deaths in the prisons, as 
compared with 39 during 1912-1913. There were 4 executions of 
capital punishment. In the previous year there were 3. 


Considering the institutions separately : 23 deaths occurred in the 
General Penitentiary, representing a rate of 26°5 per 1,000. At Saint 
Catherine District Prison 36 deaths occurred, representing a rate of 
60°94 per 1,000. The state and discipline of the prisons has been good, 
and no corporal punishment was inflicted for breaches of discipline. 


The reformatory branch at the District Prison contained 29 lads 
on 31st March. The inmates have a building and compound separate 
from those occupied by the regular prisoners in the District Prison. 


During the year 1913-1914, 135 persons were under supervision as 
probationers under Law 27 of 1909. From these probationers 835 
reports were received. Six probationers were brought before the 
Court for subsequent offences, showing 4'5 per cent. of lapses. 


The gross expenditure for the General Penitentiary amounted to 
£16,182, and for the Saint Catherine District Prison, £7,554, total 
£23,736. The gross earnings in the case of the General Penitentiary 
were £3,817, and of the Saint Catherine District Prison, £1,785. The 
yield of the Saint Catherine District Prison Farm was valued at 
£1,948. £974 of that amount is the value of articles grown and 
consumed by the prisoners, thereby reducing the cost of the prison by 
that amount. 
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Police. 


The monthly average number of officers and men below the allowed. 
strength during the year was 46, but the improvement in health of 
the force was so marked that the number of days absent from duty on 
account of illness was 4,722 less than in 1912-1913, and 6,044 less than 
in 1911-1912. 202 fewer men were treated in hospitals, and 192 fewer 
in barracks or in private quarters than in 1912-1913. This seems 
to indicate that the anti-malarial measures adopted have, at any rate, 
in the case of the Police, been attended with gratifying results as regards 
both economy and efficiency. 


The number of cases reported to the Police and Magistrates was 
37,710, those prosecuted 31,430, and convictions were obtained in 
19,672 cases, the number of persons prosecuted being 37,842 and those 
convicted 23,545. -37 were under remand for trial. The incidence 
of crime per 10,000 of population was 453°59, against 424°25, 408-92, 
and 383°95 for the three previous years. 


There were 46 habitual criminals under police supervision and 2,576 
under police surveillance during the year. 


The sub-officers and men travelled 651,774 miles in the execution 
of their duty, and generally it may be observed that it has been an 
arduous year for the Police. 





VIIL—VITAL STATISTICS AND PUBLIC HEALTH. 


The estimated population of the Island on the 31st March, 1914, 
was 864,864. This figure is arrived at as follows :— 




















Estimated population on 31st March, 1913 855,682 
Births registered, 1913-14 .. E .» 80,527 
Deaths registered, 1913-14. os «. 18,741 
11,786 
867,468 
Migration :— 
Arrivals—general .. e Be -. 23,632 
Arrivals—FEast Indians we a ae 293 
23,925 
Departures—general. . a te «» 26,310 
Departures—East Indians .. as eA 219 
26,529 
2,604 
864,864 





The East Indians arriving were indentured immigrants. 


Of the general arrivals and departures 11,817 and 15,096, respectively, 
were labourers, and show a net emigration of 3,279 persons of this class. 
The remainders, 12,108 arrivals and 11,433 departures, represent a 
net immigration of 675 persons, of whom 74 were Kast Indians. 
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Migration of labourers took place chiefly in respect of the following 
countries :— 

















Excess. | Excess. 
Departures.) Returned. |Departures.| Returns. 
Central America .. aA 12,089 9,835 2,254 — 
Cuba... a pes +. |, 2,422 1,500 922 —_ 
Hayti on sé 318 358 _— 40 
Other Countries (American 
and West Indian) ee 267 124 143 —_— 








Total .. 8 15,096 11,817 3,319 | 40 





The mean Island population for the year, that is, the population 
on the 30th September, 1913, ascertained by adding to the census 
figures the excess of births over deaths registered since the census, 
was 863,427. On these figures the marriages, births, and deaths have 
been calculated. 


The following is the number of marriages, births, and deaths regis- 
tered during the year, with the rates per 1,000 for this and the preceding 
year :— 





Rate per 1,000. 








1912-13. 1913-14. 
Births .. 30,527 38-8 35°3 
Deaths .. 18,741 25-1 21-7 


Marriagss =. wt | 2,683 3:7 3-1 
| 





Of the births, 19,691, or 64°5 per 100, wete illegitimate. The rate 
was 64°2 in 1912-13, and the average for the decade 63:3. 


The general death-rate decreased by 3:4 per 1,000, and the proportion 
due to deaths of infants under 5 years of age shows a reduction of 4°3 
per cent. Of the total mortality the deaths of infants were :— 


Under one year 5,241 or 27°9 per cent. 


One year .. 1,469 or 78 per cent. 
Two years .. 464 or 2°5 per cent. 
Three years .. 337 or 1:8 per cent. 
Four years .. 254 or 1-4 per cent. 


7,765 or 414 per cent. 


1912-1913 .. 9,799 or 45°7 per cent. 
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Comparing the infant mortality with the births during the year, 
30,527 infants were born, and 6,710 died at one year of age or under, 
equal to 21:98 per cent. The percentage under 5 years was 25°4. 
These figures indicate that the most critical age for children is one 
year and under, and especially in Kingston, where 2,013 births occurred, 
while 635 infants, or 31 per cent., died at that age during the year. 

There was great variation in both the birth and death rates in 
different parts of the Island. The birth rate in Hanover, 38°6 per 
1,000 ; Clarendon, 38°3; St. Ann, 38'1; Saint Catherine, 37:2, were 
the highest, and Manchester, 31°6; Saint Elizabeth, 32°3; Saint 
Andrew, 32°6; Kingston, 33°7, were the lowest. The death rate of 
Kingston, 29°1; Hanover, 27°7; Westmoreland, 25°3; Trelawny and 
Saint Catherine each 22°6, and Saint Thomas 99:9 2, were highest, and 
Saint Ann, 17-4; Saint Mary and Manchester each 17-7 and Saint 
Elizabeth, 18°3, the lowest. 

Uncertified cases of death were 70°0 per cent., compared with 73°3 
in 1912-1913 and 76°6 in 1909-1910 for the whole Island. The figures 
for Kingston were 15°7 in 1913-1914 and 18°8 in 1912-1913. 


The principal causes of death in Kingston were as follows :— 











1913-14. 1912-13. 
Causes. Number jRate per 100) Number |Rate per 100 

of of Total of of Total 

Deaths. | Deaths. Deaths. Deaths. 
Diarrhea and Enteritis 200 | 16-7 332 17-2 
Phthisis .. Se As 163 9°4 174 9:0 
Heart Disease .. Ds 110 6:3 118 6-1 
Enteric Fever .. | 73 4:2 | 85 4:4 


Atrophy, Icterus and Sele- 
roma of new born : 
(under 1 year).. 185 10°6 235 12°2 
Atrophy, Icterus and In. | 
anition (1 year and 


upwards) 45 2°5 52 2°6 
Chronic Bright’s Disease’ 74 4:2 48 2:4 
Bronchitis on fail 59 3+4 49 2:5 
Dysentery ae we 47 27 35 1:8 

















Deaths from malaria in Kingston numbered 22, against 25 in 1912- 
1913, and from fever (not otherwise defined) 21, against 29. There was 
no vote for the abatement of malaria during the year, and the Com- 
mission was dissolved, leaving the works contemplated not quite 
complete. It is satisfactory to note that the position reached in 
1912-1913 has been maintained and that there has been a further 
slight decrease in the number of victims from this malady. It must, 
however, be recollected that until measures for abatement of malaria 
are universal throughout the Island the disease cannot be wholly 
eliminated from the statistics of Kingston, as the General Penitentiary, 
the Lunatic Asylum, the Public Hospital and other institutions draw 
their inmates from all parts of the Colony and many persons come from 
the country for medical advice and treatment. Emigrants returning 
from the malarious portions of Central America also contribute 
materially to the number of cases. 
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Public Health. 


The expenditure of the Medical Department during the year 
amounted to £75,292, as against £74,621 in 1912-1913. 

The progressive increase in the expenditure of this department in 
en course of the last seven years is noticeable. The figures are as 
‘ollows :— 


1907-8 ae a oe .. £54,839 
1908-9 £4 bis nds .. £56,404 
1909-10 xe By a .. £58,317 
1910-11 a “ es .. £64,986 
1911-12 ca x nS .. £68,626 
1912-13 ig ay wet a. £74,621 
1913-14 Pe eS a .. £75,292 


This does not include the cost of building, which was £9,229 in the 
past year, bringing up the total to £84,521, or nearly 8 per cent. of 
the revenue collected. ; 

During the year 225 persons were detained at the Quarantinee 
Station, and quarantine restrictions were imposed upon ships coming 
from Trinidad, Brazil, Venezuela, Cuba, Grenada, Pensacola, Balti- 
more, St. Lucia, the Pacific Coast of South America, Santa Marta, 
Martinique, Galveston, Argentine, Haiti and other countries, in conse- 
quence of reports of cases of infectious disease in those places. 

Salvarsan was utilized in the treatment of yaws and syphilis in the 
public general hospitals in 788 cases and in 90 at out-stations, the 
patients returning to their homes after the operation on these last- 
mentioned occasions. One death occurred in hospital, 46 patients 
remained under treatment, while all the others are reported to have 
had their symptoms cured. Reports have also been received of 40 
cases treated in the Kingston and Saint Andrew Poor House, and 
14 in the Saint Ann Poor House. One patient died 21 davs after a 
second injection and one 73 days after the first (but unfortunately 
no post mortem examination was made in either case and the causes 
of the deaths have not been ascertained) one remained under treatment, 
the remainder having their symptoms cured or much improved. Some 
of these cases were of seven to ten years’ duration and apparently 
hopeless under the treatment formerly resorted to, the patients 
lapsing into pauperism and becoming inmates of the Poor Houses. 
Nearly all of them had a complete recovery and several were able 
to return to work. This remedy promises under proper safeguards 
to solve the problem of preventing the ravages due to yaws and 
syphilis. There were 11,945 attendances on yaws patients without 
salvarsan treatment, 6,272 being first visits. The deaths registered 
as due to yaws and syphilis during the year numbered 244. 

A special feature of the medical returns is the decrease of 2,347 
in the number of cases of malaria treated in the hospitals, and of 25 
in the mortality from that disease as compared with the previous year. 
The decrease exceeds 27 per cent. in the cases treated and 31 per cent. 
in the death rate. The Registrar General’s returns show a decrease 
of 168 in the total number of deaths in the Island attributed to malaria, 
equal to 31:21 per cent. Eighty of the deaths are not medically 
certified, but as the percentage of decreases shows so near an approxi- 
mation to the hospital cases the figures may be regarded as sub- 
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stantially accurate. The Superintending Medical Officer has submitted 
no comments on these figures, but he has furnished reports by various 
District. Medical Officers showing, in most cases, that some attention 
is being paid to the question of mosquito reduction by the local health 
authorities. As the matter is of great importance, I cull from these 
reports the following extracts :— 

The Medical Officer for Kingston : 

“ Malaria.—Twenty-two deaths were recorded under this head. This 
indicates that the anopheline has not yet been banished from Kingston. 
I think, however, a tribute is due to the successful efforts of the late 
Malaria Commission in this connection, for undoubtedly the prevalence 
of malaria has been greatly reduced. I think the above-quoted figures 
place the city in an unduly unfavourable light, as I feel pretty certain 
a considerable proportion were imported from outside. At all events, 


I am sure of this, that the majority of cases that I treated came from 
other parishes.” 
The Medical Officer for Port Antonio: 

“Tt affords me very great pleasure to call attention to the marked 
decrease in the number of cases of malarial fever treated during the past 
year. The admissions to hospital for malarial fever numbered 892, as 
compared to 2,428 cases during the preceding year. 

«Tt is difficult to account for this decided falling off in the malarial 
admission rate. It might be thought that the lessened malarial rate among 
the coolies was the cause of it, but the falling off was more noticeable 
among the creoles. 


«It might also be thought that the few sanitary improvements that 
have been carried out, such as the laying of the concrete water tables 
along the new streets recently taken over from the Titchfield Trust and 
the filling in of the Bound Brook Swamp, may have been the cause of this 
very satisfactory condition of affairs. As regards the former, the people 
living on the streets are all in good circumstances and never come to the 
Hospital, while as regards the Bound Brook Swamp, .this was covered 
by tidal waters. 

“I have never found anopheline mosquitoes breeding in salt water. That 
some other cause is in operation is apparent from the fact that few cases 
of malarial fever have been admitted to the Hospital from places where 
no sanitary work has been carried out, places that hitherto have furnished 
a considerable number of cases, such as Fellowship and Breastworks. 
Whatever the cause may be, it is a matter for congratulation, and it is 
to be hoped that the reduction in the admission rate will be permanent.” 

I understand that the late Malaria Commission, acting, as the 
believed, on the theory and practice which has proved effective else- 
where, endeavoured to abate the breeding of malarial mosquitoes, and 
to diminish the sources from whence the reduced number of mos- 
quitoes could become infected, thus rendering as many as possible 
harmless as transmitters of the disease. With this object in view, 
they caused search to be made in the malarious districts for breeding 
places, and furnished particulars to the local health authorities, 
assisting, as far as funds permitted, in destroying these breeding 
places. They established classes to teach the Sanitary Inspectors how 
to identify the different descriptions of mosquito larva, and to destroy 
them, and employed an officer to go round the country and deliver 
free illustrated lectures of a popular description, so that the house- 
holders might be interested in the matter, with a view to their co- 
operation. The issue of quinine to school children, the police, and 
indentured coolies, and its sale at cost price to the general public at 
the Post Offices, was started. They also urged the stocking of all tanks 
and other bodies of stagnant water with mosquito-destroying fish. 
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Whether or not these measures have been the cause of the diminution 
of malaria may be a question of the degree to which they have been 
given effect to, and I regret to say that the evidence at my disposal 
on the point is not sufficient to be regarded as conclusive, but I have 
no doubt that the lady and gentlemen who gave their services in this 
useful work, and outlined the principles on which it should be con- 
ducted, will study the statistics with the hope that the labour which 
thay have devoted to the matter will result in much ultimate benefit 
to the Colony, and will be gratified that so far there seems reason to 
infer that the considerable saving of life and decrease of sickness from 
malaria during the past year are in some measure attributable to their 
efforts, and that the small public vote of £2,000 per annum which was 
placed at their disposal in the years 1911-1912 and 1912-1913 has 
been expended in such a manner as to indicate how the work of malaria 
abatement can be continued without straining the resources of the 
Colony. 

The number of persons thymolised for hook-worm during the year 
was 8,204. 

The arrangements made for the treatment of out-patients at hos- 
pitals in 1910-11 resulted in a further increase in the numbers treated. 
During 1913-14 the numbers were :— 


At Kingston Hospital me aa e ese 8,299 
At public general hospitals . a i vy 41,893 
In districts... .. 51,066 
Under the ticket system of reduced ‘payment re 1,181 

72,489 





The total number of patients treated in public general hospitals 
during the year under review was 30,716. There were 617 deaths in 
hospitals. Adding the cases treated in the Kingston Public Hospital, 
2,919, the Jubilee (Lying-in) Hospital, 634, the Lunatic Asylum, 
1,634, the Lepers’ Home, 133, the total number of patients treated 
in Government hospitals and asylums total 36,036. 

The principal diseases for which patients were admitted into the 
public general hospitals were as follows :— 


Diseases. 1913-14. 1912-13. 

Malarial Fever— Cases. Deaths. Cases. Deaths, 
Intermittent .. me .. 5,885 29 8,068 49 
Remittent .. a ss 217 23 353 21 
Pernicious a Me a 9 2 45 10 
Skin Diseases i .. 6,408 5 38,614 10 
Disease of the Digestive System .. 1,610 91 2,010 100 
Local Injuries Bs .. 2,089 30 1,935 33 
Rheumatism a 1,081 — 1,194 — 


Diseases of the Respiratory System 940 45 672 «56 
Disease of the Circulatory System 198 38 W720 (QT 


Diseases of the Cellular Tissue .. 722 7 696 4 
Ankylostomiasis esol wera) .. 1,815 171,594 16 
Gonorrhea .. : a a 459 _ 316 _— 
Syphilis es fi ie oe 761 15 628 ll 
Anemia cS a ae 164 16 195 11 
Diseases of the Eye by re 402 — 326 


Blackwater Fever .. aA ae 8 1 _ _ 
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The Government Bacteriologist and his assistant conducted during 
the year examination of 6,697 specimens. 


The routine work embraced the usual examination of specimens for 
the correct diagnosis of diseases, for testing the purity of water supplies, 
&c., and the “ special investigations ’”” embraced pellagra, streptothrix 
and. vomiting sickness. 


Dr. Seidlin, of the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, paid a visit 
to the Island for the purpose of investigating “ vomiting sickness,” 
and Dr. Scott, the Government Bacteriologist, was associated with 
him in so far that he assisted him in certain portions of his work, the 
Government Laboratory being placed at his disposal. By the process 
of eliminating cases, loosely termed “‘ vomiting sickness,” which were 
traceable to specific causes, and grouping the remainder which showed 
similar characteristics, it was hoped that the disease would be recog- 
nised, but the results have been negative. The theory of yellow fever 
has been exploded, and Dr. Scott advances the suggestion that the 

“rapidity of progress (or, in rarer instances, rapid and complete 
recovery) rather indicates the action of a poison,” adding that “ since 
feeding experiments have proved negative and chemical tests (which 
in former years have been repeatedly tried by the Island Chemist) 
have revealed none of the usual poisons, and no signs of alkaloids, the 
poison (if such it be) is one which rapidly leaves the stomach, or is 
rapidly discomposed ; for example, it may be of the nature of a 
glucoside,” and “the only suggestion I can offer as to the source of 
this hypothetical poison is that, since one can never obtain any history 
to implicate any particular article of food, it is due to something which 
is apparently dangerous only at certain times of the year, some fruit, 
perhaps, or vegetable, or, what in my opinion is more probable, some 
growth (fungus, yeast, moulds, &c.) on‘ or in this food rendering it 
toxic.” 

Dr. Sambon, also of the Liverpool School, likewise visited the Island, 
accompanied by Captain Siler, M.D., of the United States Army, to 
make investigation into the prevalence of pellagra, and the Govern- 
ment bacteriological staff is continuing the investigation. 


The Central Board of Health has given much attention to questions 
of public health, and especially in connection with measures for the 
prevention of plague, for the destruction of the hook-worm, for the 
avoidance of infection from consumption, &c. Certain leaflets 
prepared or obtained by them have been widely circulated, and the 
local health authorities are now in possession of regulations embracing 
a wide range of duties bearing on the prevention of diseases, the noti- 
fication of infectious diseases, &c. 

Some system is gradually being infused into the operations of the 
local health authorities, and as these become more efficient it may, 
I think, be confidently expected that the health of the population 
will improve. 





VIII.—POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH SERVICES. 


The Postmaster for Jamaica furnishes the following figures, com- 


30 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


paring the postal revenues for 1913-1914 with those of the previous 








years :— 1912-13. 1913-14. 
£ £ 
Postages  .. eee in 40,992 42,213 
Commission on Money Orders 364 315 
Local Commission on British 
Postal Orders .. the 754 787 
Commission on Local Postal 
Orders .. ee Be 403 —. 
Miscellaneous en es 583 751 
Telegraphs. . ve ee 8,125 7,811 
Total .. oi £05231 51,877 








‘These statistics show an increase of £656 in gross revenue as com- 
pared with the previous year, due to increases in postage and British 
postal orders; telegraph and other business fell off. The expenditure 
of the year by the department amounted to £50,710, as against 
£51,211 in 1912-1913. 

} The progress of the department is illustrated by the following 


figures :— Revenue. Ezpenditure. 
£ £ 
1893-1894. 26,687 20,504 
1903-1904. ; 33,096 36,217 
1913-1914. 51,877 50,710 


As compared with the two previous years the number of letters and 
postcards: were :— 





At General Post Office. 











1913-14. 1912-13. 1911-12. 

Outwards oie . oe 4,895,811 4,493,416 4,461,971 

Inwards ee oe Ae 6,170,649 5,499,762 5,649,423 
t | 

Total .. . 11,066,460 | 9,993,178 10,111,394 





At District Post Offices. 





Total | 3,144,523 | 1,486,638 | 1,577,412 





Grand Total | 14,210,983 | 11,479,816 | 11,688,806 











Telegrams sent and received 226,497 223,635 192,270 








There is an increase of 2,862 in the number of telegrams sent during 
the year, but a decrease of £313 15s. 2d. in telegraph revenue, which 
the Postmaster ascribes to greater economy being exercised by the 
public in the wording of messages. 

Seven new District Post Offices were opened during the year, making 
the total number 200. 
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4,900 money orders, for £16,339 11s. 2d., were issued in Jamaica, and 
33,895 orders, for £84,106 15s. 10d., the issues of other countries, were 
paid here. The principal item is £76,393 18s. Od. paid on behalf of the 
United States, chiefly on account of remittances from the Canal zone. 

British postal orders were issued of the face value of £76,844 18s. 0d. 
and orders for £42,210 10s. 84d. were cashed in the Colony. 


50,087 parcels, of the declared value of £56,959 1s. 2d., were imported 
by parcels post, and 13,596, of the value of £13,281 11s. 11d., despatched. 


Government Railway. 


The total receipts were £176,677, against £183,279 in 1912-1913, 
the expenditure, exclusive of debt charges, £112,529, against £95,157 
in 1912-1913, making the net earnings £64,148, against £88,122. The 
receipts fell short of those for 1912-1913 by £6,602, due to diminished 
traffic consequent on the hurricane which occurred in November, 
1912, the droughts which prevailed during a part of the year, and a 
falling off of tourist traffic. There was an mcrease of expenditure 
of £17,372, so that the deficiency of net revenue as compared with 
the previous year was £23,974. These figures do not include an 
expenditure of £12,610 on Railway Pier No. 3. After paying debt 
charges on the capital expenditure of £2,721,725, the net loss to the 
Public Treasury on the working of the railway system amounted to 
£53,543 for the year. The loss for the twelve years to 1912-1913 
had been £750,168, bringing up the total since the line was taken 
over by the Government to £803,711. 

During the year the second mortgage bonds amounting to £100,000, 
which were not in the hands of the Government, were purchased for 
£45,000, thus securing to the Island the full ownership of the railway. 





PUBLIC WORKS. 


The total expenditure of the Public Works Department for the 
year under review was £174,618 6s. 10}d., summarised as follows :— 


s. d, 
Salaries and other Departmental Charges .. 19,121 16 94 
Main Roads and Bridges, Maintenance .. 89,038 17 0 
New Works .. a ae ee 6,795 6 0 
Public Buildings, Maintenance Se .. 9,827 4 10 
Public Buildings, New Works ee .. 19,370 0 10 
Lighthouses .. be ae ee .. 1,591 6 10 
Rio Cobre Irrigation Works .. me ee  28TT 1.10 
Spanish Town Water Works 7 & 55112 7 
Government Schools .. Pe of .. 10,407 10 10 
Telegraph and Telephones .. a .. 3,625 5 1 


£163,006 2 74 
Adding the work done for other Depart- 
ments and Parochial Boards and paid 

for from other votes... oy, .. (11,612 4 3 


£174,618 6 103 
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This amount is £105,535 lls. 8d. less than the expenditure of 
the previous year. 


The total length of main roads at the end of the year was 2,225 
miles, 20} chains. 


The average cost of ordinary maintenance of roads per mile for the 
whole Island was £35 3s. 3d., and, including special works of improve- 
ment, £40 0s. 3d., of which £3 0s. Od. per mile was due to flood damage. 


The average cost per mile in Saint Mary was £65 10s. 8d., and in 
Saint Elizabeth £18 6s., Od. being the highest and lowest, respectively. 


With a view to ascertaining the actual use to which certain of the 
roads of the Island are put, the Director of Public Works instituted a 
system of road census based on the method adopted by the Road 
Board in Great Britain, including the weight of everything passing 
over the roads, passengers, animals, vehicles, &c., as well as freight. 


The results disclosed at the census in the following instances were :— 


Spanish Town Road :— 
3,437 tons traffic, equal to 98 tons per yard width per day. 


Road into Port Antonio :— 


2,878 tons traffic, equal to 88 tons per yard width per day. 


Road into Port Maria :— 
4,564 tons traffic, equal to 69 tons per yard width per day. 


The Director of Public Works remarks :— 


“ The result on the Spanish Town Road is almost to a ton identical with 
a result obtained on the East Coast Road near Georgetown, Demerara, 
which is similarly situated as regards a railway.” 
These remarks are instructive as showing the difficulty experienced 
by railways in attracting certain classes of traffic when the haulage is 
for short distances. 


These roads cost for maintenance £129 12s. 9d., £221 17s. 4d., and 
£125 13s. 8d. per mile respectively. 


The weather was favourable for road maintenance, the rainfall being 
over 64 inches, or about 84 per cent. of the general average. The road 
surfaces generally were maintained in good condition, but, owing to 
the need for retrenchment, no new works of any magnitude were 
commenced, except the resurfacing of the Spanish Town road with 
hard river metal. Such expenditure as took place was for settling 
claims, for land cultivation, fencing, &c., for roads projected or com- 
menced before the hurricane of November, 1912. 


Similarly, the expenditure for new works on buildings was mainly 
to carry forward or to complete works to which the Government had 
already been committed. 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The year has been one of stress for the Colony, due to the after 
effects of the hurricane of November, 1912, and to droughts which 
occurred in certain portions of the Island, rendering relief works 
necessary. Prosperity was diminished by short crops and a lessened 
tourist traffic, and this was reflected in an increase of crime and a 
larger prison population. The exports have diminished in the past 
two years by £517,860, or about 174 per cent. As the year drew to 
its close, however, this condition was gradually becoming ameliorated 
and a hopeful tone prevailed. The indications were that, if no un- 
toward event occurred, trade would regain most, if not all, the lost 
ground. 


The public revenue did not suffer to the extent which had been 
anticipated, as the receipts were £20,370 above the estimate, due to 
railway receipts and stamp duties exceeding the forecast. Customs 
duties, however, were less than anticipated. 


The loans made to sufferers from the hurricane and droughts through 
the Agricultural Societies Loan Board and the Loan Societies were :— 





Direct loans to property owners... ive .. £41,030 

Loans to peasantry through Agricultural Loan 
Societies .. BS oi Se oe -. £48,821 
£89,851 





The latest returns show that on the 6th August the owners of pro- 
perties had paid off £4,041 12s. 10d., and nine of them were in arrear 
for £1,612 10s., while the Loan Societies had paid up £10,322 12s. 11d., 
or £2,185 16s. 3d more than the instalments due to 31st July. It is 
curious that a proportion of the larger planters should be less able to 
meet their obligations promptly than the small cultivators, but it is 
believed that all the debts are fully secured, and will be paid in full. 


After the hurricane of 1903 and the earthquake of 1907, the Govern- 
ment came to the relief of the sufferers with loans of money. A few 
bad debts were incurred in 1903, but these were much more than 
covered by the interest received. The transactions in connexion 
with earthquake loans have so far not been attended by any losses, 
the instalments of principal which have fallen due and the interest 
having been paid and a substantial reserve against any future loss 
built up. 


During the year there has been manifested considerable desire to 
extend the railway system, with the object of opening up land suited 
to fruit cultivation; preliminary surveys have been made in certain 
districts to determine the practicability of these projects. 
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With the practical completion of the Panama Canal Works, a large 
number of Jamaica labourers has been thrown out of employment in 
the Canal Zone. The lucrative wages paid to these men while employed 
upon the Canal Works has not been without its effect upon the 
revenues of the Colony, since considerable remittances have been 
made in the past to relations in the Colony. The decrease in the 
number and amount of these remittances has already been felt, and 
is likely to be more marked in the future. 


I have, &c., 
W. H. Mawnine, 
Governor. 
The Right Honourable 
Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 
&e., &e., Ke., 


Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 


the sources indicated on the title page : 


7185 Northern Nigeria. . 


786 Malta 
787 Uganda 
788 Mauritius .. 


789 Straits Settlements 
790 Trinidad and Tobago 
791 East Africa Protectorate 


7192 Grenada 


793 Leeward Islands . . 


794 St. Lucia .. 
795 St. Vincent 
796 Bermuda .. 
797 Ceylon... 
798 Gibraltar .. 
799 St. Helena 


800 Turks and Caicos Islands. 


801 Seychelles .. 
802 Ceylon see 
803 Bermuda .. 
804 Weihaiwei.. 
805 Gambia . 
806 Gold Coast 


807 Northern Territories of the Gola Coast. a - se 


808 Sierra Leone 
809 Bahamas .. 


810 Cayman Islands io Ji am aia) 


811 Fiji 

812 Ashanti 

813 Basutoland 
814 Hong Kong 


815 Bechuanaland Protectorate 
816 Imperial Institute . 


817 Falkland Islands 
818 Malta 


819 Trinidad and Tobago 


ANNUAL. 


Year. 


1912 
1912-1913 


1912 
1912-1913 


1912 
1912-1913 


1912 
1913 


1913-1914 
1912-1913 
1913 


” 

1913-1914 
1913 

1913-1914 
1913 


1913-1914 


” 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


No. Colony, &c. 


78 Weihaiwei 
79 Northern Nigeria 


80 Nyasaland .. 
81 Southern Nigeria 


82 Imperial Institute 4 


83 Southern Nigeria 
84 West Indies .. 


85 Southern Nigeria 

86 Southern Nigeria 

87 Ceylon 

88 Imperial Institute 
89 Southern Nigeria 





Subject. 





Census, 191]. 

Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-8. 

Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

Mineral Survey, 1910. 

Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, &c. 

Mineral Survey, 1911. 

Mineral Survey, 1912. 

Mineral Survey. 

Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 

Mineral Survey, 1913. 
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By BARCLAY anp FRY, Lrp., Souruwark, S.E. 


1914, 
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No. 822. 


GRENADA. 


(For Report for 1913 see No. 792.) 


Tae Actinc GovERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 
Grenada, 
27th October, 1914. 
Sir, 


I have the honour to transmit herewith the report by Mr. F, H. 
Watkins, I.8.0., Colonial Secretary, on the Blue Book of the Colony 
of Grenada for the year 1913. 


I have, etc., 
Dovetas Youne, 
: Acting Governor. 
The Right Honourable 
Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 
etc., etc., ete. 


(C103) Wt.36076/850. 1125 & 90, 1.15, B.&F.,Ltd. Gp.12 2, 
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BLUE BOOK REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1913. 





FINANCIAL. 


1. The total revenue and expenditure in the last five financial years 
were as under :— 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £ 
1909-10 .. Be .. 74,224 73,282 
1910-1». ws Ss, BLATB 75,561 
1-12 .. 6. 98,645 81,012 
1912-13 .. eet .. 86,393 84,059 
1913-14 .. fe .. 91,258 85,827 


2. The total revenue, surpassing all previous records except that 
of 1911-12, exceeded the estimates—£81,225—by £10,033, and the 
revenue of the preceding year by £4,865. The receipts from customs 
duties, which brought in £53,900, exceeded anticipations by no less 
than £10,900. Excise receipts fell short of the estimate by £2,520, 
but the increased collections on imported rum, which produced £3,119 
in 1913, as compared with £30 in 1912, account. for this deficiency. 
The large increase of duties for unrefined muscovado sugar of the 
previous year was more than maintained, £4,107 being collected, as 
_ compared with £3,603 in 1912. 


3. The details of revenue under the usual heads, as compared with 
those of the preceding year, were :— 
~ 1912-18. 1913-14. 
£ £ 


Customs 2 46,611 53,900 
Licences, Excise and ‘Internal 

Revenue ee ne ies 26,812 26,250 
Estate Duties .. os et 2,178 246 
Fees of Office, etc. te 6 1,939 2,341 
Post Office me ike eds 3,635 2,518 
Telephones oes fe a 1,984 2,243 
Water Supplies .. oe ‘ 210 226 
Revenue from Government 

Property Be, a 1,653 1,922 
Interest from Sinking Fund .. 1,148 1,153 
Miscellaneous Receipts mh 181 235 
Land Sales és fs ae 42 224 








£86,393 £91,258 


4. The expenditure of £85,824, although £211 less than estimated, 
is the largest in the records of the island, storm damages, which were 
unusually heavy during the year, necessitating an expenditure of 
£1,055, being £855 more than anticipated, 
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ceding year, were as follows :— 


£58,720 ; 


Charges on account of Debt 
Pensions Se ad 
The Governor 

Colonial Secretary 
Treasury Department 

Post Office Department .. 
Audit Department 

Port and Marine .. 


Do. Special Expenditure ig 
Legal Departments : be 
Police . 
Military Expenditure 
Prisons 
Sanitation . 
Medical. Department Ae 
Hospitals and Asylums .. 
Education . 

Do. Special Expenditure 
Ecclesiastical 2 
Charitable . 

T elephones 


Carriacou District. . : 
Water Supply, Richmond Hill |. 
Miscellaneous ee 
Agricultural Department 
Public sa Department i 
Special Expenditure 

Public Works Recurrent :— 

(a) Roads and Bridges 

(b) Other... 
Public Works Extraordinary 


Total Expenditure from Colonial Funds 
Imperial Department from balance of 
Imperial Grant : a ee 


Reserve Fund z 
Loans to District Boards . oe 
Land Settlement Schemes. . 
Balance of Stores on Hand 
Current Cash a 


(C103) 


1912-13. 
6,196 - 


2,815 
2,293 
1,813 
5,800 
3,307 
729 
698 
86 
4,531 
5,326 
567 
1,263 
709 
4,467 
6,222 
7,580 
722 
314 
734 
1,641 
1,050 
225 
5,543 
1,382 
1,629 
377 


9,130 
1,336 
5,572 








£84,059 





1913-14. 


6,196 
2,993 
2,295 
1,826 
5,729 
3,039 

7126 


235 
5,083 
1,394 
1,568 


10,288 
1,474 
5,110 





85,824 
3 





£85,827 








£64,154 


5 


5. The details of aaa as compared with those of the pre- 


6. At the opening of the year under review the surplus stood at 
at the close at £64,154, which was distributed as follows :— 
£ 
20,621 
13,315 
6,860 
3,100 
20,258 
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7. The reserve fund was increased during the year by £365, repre- 
senting interest on the St. George’s and Sauteurs Waterworks Loans 
from general revenue. The whole of the reserve stood invested at- 
the close of the year as follows :— 


Description of Stock. Rate. Actual. 

per cent. £ 
Gold Coast 3 ft wi 58 2,687 
Zanzibar Guaranteed Debentures . . 3 1,564 
Transvaal é 3 1,112 
Strait Settlements : «OR 3,477 
Southern Nigeria... * aH 3 4,167 
Sierra Leone .. oe a 34 2,979 
‘Queensland .. 3} 4,270 
. Sierra Leone .. 4 365 
£20,621 


8. The public debt was £123,670 and the sinking fund £35,069. 


9. The revenue and expenditure of the District Boards in the 
financial year ended the 31st March, 1914, were as follows :— 


Revenue. Expenditure. 


£ £ 
St. George’s ae a 4,108 4,168 
St. Andrew’s ae or 2,731 -2,776 
St. Patrick’s iy 2,134 1,884 
St. John’s .. * ee 1,693 1,588 
St. Mark’s .. ms ie 607. 682 
St. David’s as ax 818 818 
Hillsborough “f 4: 92 87 








£12,183 £12,003 








10. The loan debts of the District Boards were as follows :— 


ws: 
St. George’s.. me = 13,024 
St. Andrew’s .. ae we 1,850 
St. Patrick’s .. Ws we 4,236 
St. John’s we ta if 3,400 
St. Mark’s es ws a 987 
St. David’s ae me as _ 
Hillsborough .. ae ie _ 





£23,497 
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against which the following amounts have been paid to the Government 
for the formation of sinking funds :— 


£ 
St. George’s ae $e 1,698 
St. Andrew’s .. oa af 199 
St. Patrick’s .. 4 oe 129 
St. Mark’s Ps of eS — 
St. John’s i on 646 
£2,672 





TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


11. The value of the imports and exports of the Colony in the last 
five years is as follows :— 


Imports. Exports. 
£ £ 


1909 zs fe a 268,236 284,846 
1910 ne e es 279,236 291,760 
1911 es ee ee 309,227 264,640 
1912 wd es am 279,875 285,590 
1913 ae oe 1s 282,927 367,149 
12. The origin of imports was as follows :— 
From Value. Per- 

£ centage. 
United Kingdom... ay 113,076 40 
British Colonies ws oe 69,135 24 
Foreign Countries .. on 100,716 36 
United States (alone) an 88,342 31 
Canada (alone) -C an 9,214 3 


while the subjoined table gives the principal details of the articles 
imported into Grenada :— 


£ 

Apparel os re a 4,652 
Biscuits, Bread and Cakes 33 Y Ss 5,289 
Boots and Shoes aN se aA ms 5,509 
Bullion and Banknotes Ss ss ee 1,621 
Butter 7 ae a o 2,696 
China and Earthenware ee ae Ae 1,064 
Coal... ta a ee ait 2,260 
Cotton Goods . ie oe oe .. 28,984 
Cutlery oH Se es Wa 212 
Fish ot all kinds ae va ty .. 15,676 
Glass and Glassware .. i S. es 1,439 
Grain :— 

Oats . ea Ae a os se 4,910 

Rice . a i oe ie 8,286 

Wheaten Flour. Ra bs .. 42,917 


(C103) B2 
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£ 
Haberdashery and Millinery. . Pa va 5,640 
Hardware mi he it a ae 2,360 
Hats and Bonnets .. a ae fi 2,575 
Lard .. zB ae he ae ws 2,163 
Leather, Dressed and Undressed .. oe 1,374 
Machinery .. oe - we us 1,904 
Manures, Chemical and Other me ke 8,958 
Meats, Canned, Salted, etc. .. ae o 7,669 
Medicines and Drugs .. - a - 3,388 
Metals and Manufactures of . . ‘ ef 9,140 
Oils :-— 
Cotton Seed. . is ov hs ue 2,381 
Olive and Refined Food .. a se 2,593, 
Kerosine .. os By a 4,103 
Oleomargarine. . ox ee Sy 2 4,347 
Sills, Manufactures of. . = 3S o 628: 
Soaps .. a a oe Phe a 4,250 
Spirits (Potable ay on nS ~ 6,556 
Sugar, Unrefined eA ey eS .. 10,875 
Do. Refined “a Ea = 2,817 
Tobacco, Unmanufactured. . . - is 541 
Do. Manufactured, Cigars .. = 2,376 
Do. do. Cigarettes. . 2s 1,118 
Wine .. a a me mA ee 2,529 
Wood and Timber .. A oe a 7,716 
Shingles... * a x re 621 
Furniture .. Se oe on oe 2,637 
Wool; Manufactures o: a fs ne 2,347 


13. The trade in chemical manures has largely increased of late 
years, partly owing to-the gradual exhaustion of the soil, and partly 
to more scientific methods of cultivation being adopted. 


14. In consequence of the failure of the sugar crop, resulting in the 
distillation of rum becoming dependent ‘on imported molasses, a 
marked increase in the importation of spirits took place. So depleted 
were the stocks of rum that a-reduction of-the protective duty of 
8s. to 6s. a gallon was necessary to allow the importation of rum, 
which resulted in 11,225 gallons, as compared with 69 gallons in the 
previous year, being imported. : 


15. Importations of sugar were again above, the average owing to 
the sugar crop having been practically destroyed by drought, the 
value of unrefined sugar imported being £10,875, as compared with 
£11,401 in 1912. : 


16. The exports for the year showed an increase over those of the 
previous year of £81,000, or 28 per cent., the total value being £367,149, 
as against £285,590 in 1912. 
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17. The distribution of the exports appears as under :— 


To Value. Per- 

£ centage. 
United Kingdom... #2 228,232 62 
British Colonies hs “a 6,496 2 
Foreign Countries .. a 132,421 36 
Canada (alone) ne 23 401 —_ 
United States (alone) * 89,666 24 


“18. In quantity the exports of cocoa slightly exceeded those of 1912 
—105,284 cwt. as against 101,043 cwt.; while the value rose from 
£225,317 to £303,073, an increase of 35 per cent. 


19.. The value of nutmegs and mace export rose to £25,205 and 
£18,939, as compared with £21,737 and £15,040 in 1912, respectively. 


20. The cultivation of cotton is confined entirely to Carriacou, and 
the industry is steadily progressing. Marie Galante is practically the 
only variety planted, efforts to establish Sea Island cotton having 
so far proved unsuccessful. The cotton exported last year was of the 
value of £10,499, as compared with £9,019 in 1912, while the value of 
cotton seed sent away was £2,779, as against £1,964 in the previous 
year. 


21. The other products exported included :— 


Value. 

£ 
Lime juice .: “n oe . 240 
Avocado Pears... oe << 373 
Coconuts .. ae ee Br 316 
Copra os “2 uA ro 255 
Turtle shell .. ee be of 473 


SHIPPING. 


22. The shipping tonnage, inwards and outwards, in the last five 
years has been :— 


Year. Total. 
1909. i 5 586,074 
1910 Pe ae oy 590,451 
TOtty <5 ey 3 535,161 
TYAN 36 A = 565,788 


Eo, < um 656,191 
Of the total in 1913, 633,302 was steam tonnage, representing 172 
steamers, all British. 
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LEGISLATION. 


23. Twelve Ordinances, two of which were the annual enactments 
for expenditure, were passed by the Legislature in 1913, the more 
important being :— 


No. 2, to render the police force liable to military duty in case of 
invasion. 


No. 4, to amend the Water Supply Ordinance, by giving the water 
authority power to make assessment of the annual rental of all houses 
and buildings within its district liable to water rates which were 
exempt from taxation. 


No. 5, to consolidate and amend the law relating to wireless tele- 
graphy. 


No. 10, to provide for the adhesion of the Colony to the Canadian 
West Indian Preferential Agreement signed at Ottawa on the 9th 
April, 1912, and to amend the Import Duties Ordinance. The duties 
on goods enumerated in the schedule of the Ordinance which were 
the produce or manufacture of the United Kingdom or Canada were 
fixed at four-fifths of the duty imposed on similar goods imported 
from elsewhere, while the duty on Canadian flour was reduced, prefe- 
rentially, by at least 6d. on every hundred pounds weight. 


No. 11, to declare the terms and conditions applicable to loans 
authorized by the Government and to provide for the creation of 
inscribed stock. 


No. 12, to give power to terminate or suspend pensions when the 
holders became the directors or servants of companies carrying on 
business in the Colony. 





EDUCATION. 


24. The Board of Education for primary education consists of the 
Governor as President and of not less than ten members, of whom 
one-half shall be, and one-half shall not be, Roman Catholics. 


25. The education staff of the Colony consists of an Inspector of 
Schools, who is responsible for the inspection and examination of the 
schools and for checking the administration of the moneys voted for 
primary schools, an Assistant Inspector of Schools, who is secretary 
of the Board of Education and who is in charge of agricultural instruc- 
tion in the schools, a clerk and a copyist. 


26. Schools for primary education are of two descriptions—namely, 
Government schools, maintained wholly from public funds, and grant- 
in-aid schools, maintained partly from private contributions or local 
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funds and partly from public funds. The number of Government and 
aided schools in 1913 was as follows :— 


Government .. oe ne mye pall 
Roman Catholic #8 ee 1. 23 
Anglican o fh “ een ale 
Wesleyan i an e x3 5 
Church of Scotland .. és 5 2 

53 


27. By the Primary Education Ordinance and Code schools for 
primary education are graded in four classes, namely :—(a) industrial 
schools, to be established in important centres of population, at which 
practical instruction in agriculture or industrial occupations will be 
given ; (b) combined schools situate in important centres of population 
where, in addition to the instruction prescribed in the lower division 
schools, the more advanced pupils are taught in higher standards 
prescribed in the code ; (c) lower division schools, where the three 
R’s are thoroughly and exclusively taught within certain limitations 
and ages, and (d) infant schools for children under the age of seven 
years. Infant schools may be attached to combined or lower division 
schools, provided the rooms of the two departments are separated by 
screens or otherwise. The combined schools are divided into three 
grades—A, B, and C—grade A including those with average attendance 
exceeding 180, grade B an average attendance between 120 and 181, 
and C an average attendance of 120 or less, the salaries of the head 
teachers and the number of the staff varying according to the grade. 
Additional allowances according to the grade of the schools are also 
granted where 80 per cent. of the pupils have successfully passed in 
the three R’s and extra subjects at the annual examination. Head 
teachers of combined schools are entitled to pensionable allowances 
under the provisions of the Ordinance on retirement from service. 


28. Applications for grants in aid of the erection, extension or 
improvement of buildings may be considered by the Board, provided 
that the amount shall not exceed one-half of the sum required, or £150 
for the erection of, and £100 for the extension and improvement of, 
schoolhouses. The sum of £75 is annually voted for the upkeep of 
latrines. 


29. Religious instruction forms part of the daily instruction in aided 
schools and, so far as circumstances permit, in Government schools, 
for which latter the Board has the power to arrange separate days 
and hours. 


30. On the 31st December, 1913, the number on roll in the Colony 
was 11,314 and the average attendance 5,695, or 50°3 per cent. of the 
number registered, as against 10,372, 5,268, and 50°7, respectively, on 
the 31st December of the previous year. At the annual examinations 
4,087 were presented, of whom 486 received instruction above 
Standard IV b. Twenty-eight probationers, 34 first year, 12 second 
year and 7 third year pupil teachers, or 81 in all, were examined. At 
the local examination of the College of Preceptors 23 teachers were 
examined, as against 14 and 20 in 1912 and 1911 respectively. 
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31. The amount on the Estimates for grants in aid of primary 
schools for 1914-15 is £6,122 as against £5,600 in 1913-14, while £350 
was owed for building grants. — 


32. Grenada Boys’ Secondary School.—The school was reorganized 
and reopened in 1911 with 38 pupils, which number increased to 80 
in 1913. The institution is intended to prepare boys for agricultural, 
professional and commercial life in the Colony and elsewhere. Among 
the subjects taught are the agricultural sciences, which form an 
important part of the curriculum, military drill, bookkeeping and 
hygiene. In the year under review the expenditure was £1,051, 
£361 being received as fees, while the estimate for 1914-15 is £1,424. 
The ordinary tuition fee is £2 a term, and for boys under ten years 
of age £1 6s. 8d., but in the case of two or more pupils of a family a 
reduction of one-fourth is made for the second and third boy, and 
one-half for those over three. Exhibitions tenable for three years or 
more are offered to boys attending the primary and secondary schools 
in Grenada. 


33. Girls’ Secondary School.—This School was reopened by the 
Government in January, 1912, and is undenominational. The Board 
offers three exhibitions to girls attending primary and private schools 
and one to pupils of the school. The number of pupils in 1913 was 
25, and the expenditure £416, £104 being received as fees. The estimate 
for 1914-15 is £462. 


34. The St. Joseph’s Convent School, which has a daily average of 
75, received a Government grant of £150, while £166 was paid in fees 
and £70 in voluntary contributions. 


MEDICAL. 


35. The year under review was, on ‘the whole, healthy, no disease 
being epidemic, although several small outbreaks of infectious diseases 
occurred in different parts of the Colony. Ten cases of smallpox and 
21 of typhoid were notified, and an outbreak of measles in one of the 
districts near the chief town took place towards the middle of the year. 
It is satisfactory to note that malaria was less prevalent than in the 
previous year and was of a mild type, which is due to improvements 
in the drainage of the towns, especially of Grenville, where the energy 
and well directed efforts of the District Board and Medical Officer 
have given appreciable and beneficial results. 


36. Tuberculosis was made a notifiable disease and an Anti-Tuber- 
culosis Society was formed. One hundred and eleven cases were 
notified. 
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37. During the year great stimulus to local efforts to combat the 
baneful effects of ankylostomiasis was imparted by the visit of Mr. 
Wickliffe Rose, the Director General of the International Health 
Commission of Washington. The endemic disease, which is due to 
the presence in the upper part of the intestine of a small worm less 
than half-an-inch in length, produces anemia and loss of energy, and 
is a considerable factor in the spread of tuberculosis. The Ankylosto- 
miasis Ordinance of 1910 makes it plain that the importance of 
eradicating the disease had been recognised by the -medical and 
sanitary authorities in Grenada. The Ordinance makes it lawful for 
the sanitary authority, on the report of a medical officer, to require 
any person suffering from ankylostomiasis to attend for treatment at 
a public dispensary or to remain in a public hospital and to require 
estates to provide suitable latrine accommodation. Provision is made 
for public latrines in towns, villages and schools. The General Board 
of Health is empowered to frame rules for enforcing the proper use of 
latrine accommodation and the cleansing of infected areas, and for 
generally carrying out the objects of the Ordinance. 

. 


38. The visit of Mr. Wickliffe Rose was followed by a generous 
grant of £1,856 being made by the International Health Commission, 
to be expended in 1914 and 1915 for the twofold purpose of suppressing 
and diminishing existing human infection and of preventing new 
infection by measures for avoiding pollution of soil and water and for 
guarding individuals from infection. The grant has been apportioned 
as follows :— 


£ 
Medical Officer in Charge (£550, with quarters, or £50 in lieu) 600 
Travelling allowance for Medical Officer .. : .. 50 
Assistant Medical Officer... .. 400 
Travelling Allowance for Assistant Medical Officer a UDO 
Four Microscopists, to be trained locally. . 3 .. 3800 
Rent of Quarters of Microscopists. . an ies .. 45 
Clerk to Medical Officer in Ces as Ps .. 100 
Porterage we we oc a ae .. 60 
Contingencies . . 2 Bd a af os .. 100 
Two Passages .. ae os ae x Wee ee 
Microscopes .. MS Me os ny a ioe HO 
Lanterns oe ‘ ee Be se BS wa $21 
Microscopic Sundries . Me fe fe Bas ee 0, 


Much of the value of the work under the Commission will depend 
upon how far adequate, continuous and energetic measures are taken 
in the future, locally, for the improvement of sanitation and the 
enforcement of sanitary regulations are adopted and carried out. 


39. Colony Hospital_—The admissions into the hospital for the 
year numbered 1,530, while 2,709 were prescribed for in the 
out-patient department, 728 prescriptions being free. The total 
cost per patient was £20 ls. 3d. a year. Two wards-were opened for 
the reception of patients, and they have been a great boon to the 
Resident Medical Officers. On the 15th April the maternity werd 
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with four beds was formally opened by Her Highness Princess Marie 
Louise of Schleswig-Holstein, who graciously consented to the ward 
bearing her name. 


40. Yaws Hospital—The total number of cases admitted during the 
year was 211. Some of the patients were treated with salvarsan (606) 
with most encouraging results. The expenditure was £413, being 
£8 5s. 2hd. a year, for each patient. 


41. St. Andrew’s Hospital—One hundred and seventy-five were 
treated in the wards, as compared with 199 in 1912, the average number 
of patients being reduced to 10. Only 24 cases of ankylostomiasis 
were treated in the wards, most cases being looked after in the houses 
of the sufferers. The number of prescriptions compounded in the 
dispensary was 12,675, of which 7,477 were free. The total cost of 
each patient was £38 8s. a year. 


42. Carriacou District Hospital—One hundred and ninety nine 
patients were admitted during-the year, as against 186 in 1912, the 
cost being £30 8s. 4d. a year, while the total expenditure 
amounted to £649 18s. 8d. and the receipts to £90 15s. 


43. Consumptive Hospital—The inauguration ceremony of this 
institution was performed on the 4th April by Her Highness Princess 
Marie Louise of Schleswig-Holstein, who graciously permitted the 
hospital to bear hername. The institution consists of 2 wards, 1 male 
and 1 female, of 10 beds each, and is solely for tuberculous patients, 
who are admitted by the Medical Superintendent on the recommenda- 
tion of the District Medical Officers. During the 163 days the hospital 
was open 16 male and 22 female patients were admitted, of whom 
1 male and 5 females died, 12 being discharged as improved and 20 
remaining as inmates at the end of 1913. A few selected cases were 
treated with Tuberculin, but sufficient time has not elapsed to judge 
the results. The expenditure from the 21st July to the 31st December 
was £435. 


44. Lunatic Asylum—The number under treatment was 145, of 
whom 112 remained in from the previous year, and 33 were admitted 
and 24 were discharged, while 11 died. The daily average number 
of inmates was 115 and the net cost to the Colony £1,954 15s. 9d., the 
average cost a head, inclusive of all patients, being £21 11s. 9d. a 
year. 


45. Poor Asylum—tThis is practically an asylum for incurables, 
the accommodation being for 38 males and 20 females. During 1913. 
the total number admitted was 40, the daily average being 52, 
32.males and 20 females, the.expenditure being £626 or a cost of 
£11 19s. 11d. a year for each inmate. 

46. During the year the fees for medical attendance and the cost 
of medicines for labourers were materially reduced, in compensation 
for which the office of Medical Officer became pensionable and the 
District Medical Officers were allowed forage allowances. 
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JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


47. The strength of the Police Force was 81 of all ranks, and com- 
prised the Chief of Police, a sergeant major, 5 sergeants of police, 
of whom 3 were sanitary inspectors, an armourer sergeant, a bugler, 
67 corporals and privates, and 2 clerks. The standard of efficiency in 
musketry was good, all the members of the force undergoing the 
course laid down for the Territorial Army in England. The number 
of rural constables was 150. 


48. Two hundred and sixty-two persons were admitted to the 
Richmond Hill Prison in 1913, the daily average being 52, an increase 
of 7 on that in 1912. The males showed an average of 47, the females 
5 and the juveniles 33. The total expenditure of the prison was £1,957, 
against which had to be set the value of the labour of the prisoners, 
estimated at £631, and the sales of broken stones, realising £43, which 
thus gave a net expenditure of £1,283. 


49. The Acting Attorney-General reports that the number of 
persons brought before the magisterial courts was 2,564, as against 
2,592 in the previous year, which slight decrease is the more gratifying 
as there had been appreciable increase in 1911 and 1912. Of the 
2,564, 1,852 were summarily convicted. Of 36 persons committed for 
trial in the Supreme Court, 22 were convicted. Despite special efforts 
to eradicate the crime, convictions for predial larceny showed a 
marked increase, the numbers as compared with the past years 
being :— 


1910... Pa oF os 128 
iil. .. a ea - 105 
1912. is os Be 185 
AGI 22 2 Ae Ms a 260 


VITAL STATISTICS. 


50. The population of Grenada and its dependencies on the 31st 
December, 1913, was estimated to have been 69,307. According to 
the census returns on the 2nd April, 1911, it was 66,750, and on the 
31st December, 1912, 68,485. Allowing for a natural increase of 
1,083 and for an excess of emigration over immigration of 261 during 
1913, the above result, an increase of 2,557 since the census, is reached. 


Fy 
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51. The following table shows the population according to districts 
on the 31st December last, namely :— 





District. * Population. 
St..George’s ne .. 16,540 
St. Andrew’s.. ke .. 17,099 
St. Patrick’s be As .. 10,838 
St. John’s me td oe 7,852 
St. Mark’s ea o re 3,682 
St. David’s 1 a3 ee 6,733 
Carriacou . . ae ee Be 7,249 

*69,993 





52. The number of births was 2,427, and the birth rate 34:80, as 
compared with 38:19 for the previous year, which decline is due to 
the emigration of a large number of the male population to Brazil, 
while 388 marriages were registered, an improvement of 49 on the 
total in 1912. 


53. The number of deaths was 1,344, a decrease of 231 as compared 
with the previous year and more than 100 below the average of the 
past twelve years, while the rate was 19:27 as compared with 22:9 
in 1912. The chief causes of death were :— 


Diarrhea... a ee be 74 
Dysentery .. es be oe 64 
Enteritis St ae Be Hs 25 
Gastro-enteritis i iS .. 195 
Fevers 2) Be ae .. 106 
Phthisis ne ae ae ae 67 


The number of still-born children notified was 148. 


METEOROLOGICAL. 


54. The rainfall was 74°85 inches, 10°87 more than in 1912 and 5:53 
above the average for the past three years. The average rainfall in 
23 years, 1891 to 1913, was 76-90 inches, so that: the precipitation for 
the year under review was 2°05 inches below that average. The 
highest annual rainfall in the period of 23 years was in 1892, when 





The district figures necessarily cannot be amended in respect of 
emigration. 
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105°89 inches were recorded, and the lowest in 1891 with 56°69. The 
average rainfall in each month within the period was as under :— 


January ts se ra .. 450 
February me aes ifs .. 2:98 
March. . ; sf aa -. 2°93 
April .. é ne oy .. 245 
May .. us Me ve .. 469 
June .. Le er .. 903 
July .. es a a et D4: 
August Be 4 ms wer OE 
September .. ee i ve. O18 
October Sy. fs a .. 728 
November .. re = .. 807 


December .. ae %3 2 TTB 


In 1913-the highest maximum temperature in the shade was 88, on 
the 13th Apri; the 17th May, the 8th June and the 10th September, 
which is the lowesi for years, while the minimum was 70, recorded on 
the 13th April and the 3rd November. 





SAVINGS BANKS. 


- 55. The balance to the credit of the depositors at the end of the 
year. was £27,936, a decrease of £159 as compared with that of the 
previous year, but, despite the decrease in the amount of. deposits, 
the number of depositors rose from 1,806 in 1912 to 2,356 in 1913, 
with an average of £11 17s. 1d. to the credit of each. The decrease in 
the amount of deposits was due to the establishment of a savings 
department in connection with the Royal Bank of Canada, which 
opened a branch in Grenada during the year and which offers greater 
freedom and simplicity in depositing and withdrawing money. The 
investments at the end of the year anounted to £28,500 and the 
profits to £176, which were carried to general revenue. 


56. In the Carriacou Savings Bank the amount to the credit of 
depositors at the end of 1913 was £3,683 or £381 in excess of that 
shown at the end of 1912. There were 175 depositors, of whom 42 
were creditors of over £25, while there was a surplus of £282 on the 
working expenses, 
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PUBLIC WORKS. 


57. The expenditure under the Public Works Department during 
the financial year was £13,495, of which the following is a statement 
of the different sub-heads :— 





£ 

Personal Emoluments .. at oe -. 1,195 
Other charges .. Se oe = ae 373 
Public Works Recurrent :— 

Maintenance of Public Buildings .. .. 1,005 

Upkeep of Bridges and Culverts .. es 302 

Storm Damages +f ts yy .. 1,055 

Upkeep of Main Roads ae a -. 3,210 

Upkeep of Road Roller ck as Se 220 

Other charges .. na ea 2 .. 1,015 
Public Works Extraordinary .. = .. 5,111 

£13,495 





58. The ordinary expenditure on the upkeep of main roads was 
apportioned as follows :— 


£ 
Southern District .. ae ns 1,254 
Eastern District Se Nf, An 1,258 
Western District 3H ee te 698 


while that on special work authorised and taken in hand was allotted 
as below :— : 


£ 
Bridges and Culverts is 3 3803 
Main Roads. . af Pa ee 170 
By-ways.. oe a i 230 


59. The principal public works extraordinary undertaken were a 
reinforced concrete causeway over the Observatory River and foot- 
bridge over the Brunette River, improvements to the St. David’s main 
zoad in anticipation of motor-car traffic, the enlargement of the Boys’ 
Secondary School buildings and Quarantine Station, the purchase of 
“Carlton” as a residence to be rented to the Colonial Secretary, the 
construction of waterworks for the town of Victoria, and the establish- 
ment of rifle ranges for the Volunteer Force at St. George’s and 
Grenville. 
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60. In addition to the expenditure under the Public Works Depart- 
ment, the following amounts were expended on by-ways and_ streets 
under the authority of the District Boards and under the Hillsborough 
Town Fund :— £ 


St. George’s .. ae ak oF 1,319 
St. Andrew’s .. os ee 8 1,110 
St. Patrick’s .. i Pe ne 863 
St. Mark’s a ze af ee 310 
St. John’s ae es ee os 544 
St. David’s.. ee Re a: 713 
Hillsborough (Carriacou) .. we 31 

£4,890 





POSTAL AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


61. The comparative statement below shows the extent of Post 
Office business in 1912 and 1913 :— 


1912. 1913. 
Letters and Post Cards .. 7 .. 578,021 628,515 
Newspapers, Books, ete. .. an +» 228,985 291,598 
Parcels... aa a3 as -. 15,684 12,652 
Registered and Insured Letters. . -. 14,579 17,188 


Money and Postal Orders issued and paid 34,875 35,447 


62. Grenada is regularly visited by the following lines of steamers :— 

(1) The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company, under a ten-year 
contract from August, 1907, the Colony paying an annual subsidy of 
£900 during that period. The steamers of the Company leave South- 
ampton every alternate Wednesday for Barbados and Trinidad, 
connecting at the latter island with an intercolonial steamer, which 
sails on the same day for Grenada, arriving there on alternate Wednes- 
days in the morning and proceeding to the northern British West 
Indian Islands. The intercolonial steamer returns to Grenada from 
the northern islands on the afternoon of the Monday following, and 
connects the next day at Trinidad with the transatlantic steamer 
which leaves for Southampton via Barbados. 

(2) The direct line of steamers between London and the West 
Indies and British Guiana. The steamers of this line are, at present, 
combined with the Royal Mail cargo service, and arrive on alternate 
Tuesdays with cargo and mails from London. During the cocoa crop 
they also return as a general rule on the homeward voyage, fortnightly, 
for cargo. 

(3) The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company’s Canadian steamers 
call on alternate Wednesdays from Halifax, via Bermuda, and once a 
month on Wednesday on their homeward passage. 

(4) The steamers of the Trinidad Shipping and Trading Company 
leave New York for Grenada at intervals of 10 to 14 days, and after 
leaving the Colony call at Trinidad and British Guiana and return to 
Grenada en route to New York, the length of the direct passage being 
about eight days. ; 


20. COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


_ In addition to the above lines, more than 40 mails are sent or received 
in the year by other steamers and sailing vessels. 


63. The coastal service, for which a subsidy of £1,755 a year is 
paid, is performed by two small steamers of the Royal Mail Company, 
which carry mails, passengers and cargo, and give a daily service on 
the leeward coast between St. George’s and Sauteurs, a bi-weekly 
service on the windward side between St. George’s and Grenville and 
a weekly service between Grenada and Cartiacou. 


64. Grenada is connected with the outside world by the cable of 
the West India and Panama Telegraph Company, to which is paid an 
annual grant of £600 a year. Since the Ist October, 1914, the rates 
have been sensibly reduced, those for the principal places being per 
word :— 


United Kingdom .. ad .. Qs. 6d. 
Canada and' United States .. Is. 6d. to Is. 84d. 


Deferred rate messages to the United Kingdom, British Colonies and 
other places, where applicable, are chargeable at half rates. 


LAND SETTLEMENT SCHEMES IN GRENADA AND 
CARRIACOU: 


65. In-1915 the twelfth and last instalments for the lots purchased 
at the initiation of the land settlement scheme in Carriacou will be 
due, and the allottees, on final payment, will possess titles in fee 
simple. The scheme was inaugurated in 1903 when the Beausejour 
and Harvey Vale Estates were acquired in order to establish a peasant: 
proprietary in the island. The regulations passed on the Ist May, 
1903, provide for the local administration of lands acquired for this 
purpose under a Land Officer. A valuation of the lots is made by 
assessors, whose valuation covers the cost of purchase, legal expenses 
and survey. In allotment preference is given to cash purchasers, and 
then to purchasers paying more than 25 per cent., and, in every case, 
to an existing tenant. In the case of those paying 25 per cent. or 
more of the purchase money, twelve years is allowed for payment of 
the balance by annual instalments payable over twelve years, interest at 
5 per cent. being charged. During the twelve years no allotment may be 
alienated, lét or encumbered without the consent of the Government. 


66. The earnest demand of peasants willing and eager to become 
land owners made the extension of the scheme imperative, and other 
estates, Belair and Bellevue, were shortly afterwards acquired for the 
purpose of land settlement, while in 1913 the Mount Pleasant Estate 
was also purchased under. the scheme. 
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67. The success of the scheme may be gauged by the figures below 
connected with its administration. 


| Beau- | Harvey Belle- | Total. 
sejour., Vale. Belair. vue. 

















Acres purchased x -. | 709! 384 302 115 1,510 
Acres allotted .. sy ee 536 318 225 10, 1,089 
Acres reserved. . ibe be 173 66 | 17 105 421 
Number of lots ay oe 223 | 78 87 | 5 393 
Expenditure .. es | £4,179 | £2,501 | #1 »411 £358 | £8,449 
Receipts for lots sold ; ae £8,543 
Balance due for lots .. nel | i "£124 
Value of unsold lots .. : £64 
Value of reserves and other t | | 

property A we ed ; | £3,673 


68. As already mentioned, the Mount Pleasant Estate was acquired 
in 1913 for settlement, the Legislative Council, on the 13th October, 
passing a resolution approving of £3,800 being advanced from surplus 
funds for its purchase and for the expenses incidental to its survey 
for sale in small lots, which amount is to be eventually refunded by 
the proceeds of the sale of the lots. The estate comprises 510 acres, 
of which 25 were reconveyed to the former owner after possession had 
been obtained from the lessees, and part of it has been divided into 
141 lots of 24 to 3 acres each in the low-lying lands, and of as much 
as 44 acres in the higher lands. 


69. The success of the Carriacou land settlement led to a similar 
scheme being inaugurated in the island of Grenada in 1910, when an 
estate called Morne Rouge, in the south of the island, was surveyed in 
lots, while shortly afterwards 50 acres of land of the True Blue estate 
were purchased. In 1911] 300 acres of land in St. David’s parish were 
also bought for the purposes of land settlement. At present the 
progress of the scheme may be gauged by the statement below, giving 
details of the scheme to the 31st December last :— 


; : 
Morne lng - Cali- St. Cyr. Totals. 
on. 











Rouge.| hall. | vigny. 
Acres dealt with te a 369) 296 63 297 1,025 
Acres to be allotted .. a 186-280 60 — ' 526 
Acres of reserves de - 183 , 16 3) 0 202 
Number of lots ae 63 104 23 — 190 
Area already allotted . ie 148 239 —-, = 387 
Expenditure .. Hy a £3,725 
Revenue 10 £553 
Amounts due by allottees os £388 £1,118 — £1,506 
Value of unsold lots .. He £125 £217 £440 £782 


Value of reserves (nominal) .. £250, £60, £10 — | £320 
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MILITARY FORCES. 


70. At the end of 1912 a mounted section of the Volunteer Force 
was raised in the St. Andrew’s District, and, 25 members being enrolled, 
Lieutenant A. W. Duncan was appointed to command that part of 
the force. In September the mounted infantry spent three days in 
camp for field training. The force of the two sections was maintained 
at full strength during the year. Rifle ranges were laid out at Queen’s 
Park in St. George’s and at Telescope Point in St. Andrew’s, and the 
efficiency of the force in this as in other directions was greatly increased. 


71. The details of the expenditure for the financial year were :— 


£ 

Staff Officer’s Salary (Part payable by Grenada) 112 
Do. House Allowance .. 14 

Do. Horse Allowance .. as ot ll 

Do. Travelling Expenses ee ee 2 
Drill Instructor .. ey Ne us as 36 
Maintenance of Corps’ .. a ea .. 432 
Outfit of Mounted Infantry ai sa tae 40 
Maxim Gun and Ammunition .. ase ww ALQD 
Telephone . . es oe os by oe 1 
£839 





GENERAL. 

72. Her Highness Princess Marie Louise of Schleswig-Holstein 
arrived in Grenada on the 31st March and remained in the island until 
the 5th April, during which period Her Highness motored across the 
Grand Etang, and opened the Princess Marie Louise Maternity Ward 
at the Hospital and the Princess Marie Louise Hospital for Con- 
sumptives at Richmond Hill. 

73. As has been mentioned in a previous paragraph, the year was 
memorable for the visit of Mr. Wickliffe Rose, the Director of the 
Rockefeller Sanitary Commission or Foundation known as the 
International Health Commission, with a view of securing for Grenada 
and other West India islands the beneficial results of the great -work 
accomplished in the Southern States. The benefits of the eradication 
of ankylostomiasis, which is responsible for great suffering and loss 
of life, besides decrease of economic efficiency, in tropical countries, 
will be incalculable. 

74. With regard to the approaching opening of the Panama Canal, 
the Secretary of State, at the close of 1912, deemed it desirable to 
have a careful investigation in islands where plague had not yet made 
its appearance, as to the conditions of the nature and distribution of 
rats, with the object of determining what action was necessary to 
safeguard these islands from the introduction of rat-borne diseases. 
For this purpose Dr. St. John Brooks, an expert in such matters, 
arrived in Grenada in May, and, after visiting the different districts 
of the island and Carriacou, submitted a report on the sanitary con- 
ditions, organisation, and requirements of the Colony, more especially 
in respect to the extermination of rats and to other measures for 
avoiding plague importation. 
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Tur RESIDENT TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


The Residency, 
Zanzibar, 
11th November, 1914. 


Sir, : 
T have the honour, in accordance with No. 189 of the Regulations 


for His Majesty’s Colonial Service, to transmit the Report by the Chief 
Secretary on the Blue Book for the year 1913. 
I have, &c., 
F. B. Parcs, 
Resident. 


The Right Honourable 
Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 
&e., &e., &e. 
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REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK FOR THE YEAR 1913. 





I—FINANCIAL. 
(a) GENERAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


The following statement shows the revenue of the Protectorate 
under each head for the years 1912 and 1913 :-— 


Revenue. . 
1912 1913 
£ £ 

1 Agricultural Department .. “a 16,973 19,133 
2 Customs Department aS +» 140,814 167,363 
3 Crown Property Department Ae 4,221 3,927 
4 Fees of Court, Fines, etc. .. ay 2,711 6,952 
5 Government Printing Press é 487 375 
6 Ground Rents on Government Lands 758 449 
7 Inland Revenue Department a 7,702 7,681 
8 Interest on Investments .. ae 15,563 12,570 
9 Miscellaneous Revenue... ate 8,590 6,321 
10 Port Service Department .. oye 6,983 7,220 
ll Post Office .. 3,767 6,496 
12 Railway and Electricity Department 10,969 12,904 
13 Registration Department .. 3,930 3,860 
14 Rent, British East Africa .. ne 11,000 11,000 
15 Shipping Department Me Se 4,446 5,625 
16 Water Supply Department ae 2,658 2,644 

17 Public Health Department a5 828 —_— 

18 Veterinary Department .. ws 128 _— 
Total .. £242,483 £274,521 
Sale of Land as nh ee a3 605 


Total .. £242,483 £275,126 


The increases in Agricultural and Customs receipts are due to the 
large clove crop harvested, as well as to the high prices ruling. 


The decrease under Interest on Investments is accounted for by 
the sale of investments to meet the cost of the Railway, Electric 
Light Works and Telephones purchased from the Zanzibar Railway 
and the Zanzibar Investment Companies. 


The decrease in Miscellaneous Revenue is accounted for by the 
allocation of Judicial, Probate and Administration fees to Fees of 
Court, Fines, etc., which shows.a corresponding increase. 


The increase in Post Office revenue is attributable to sales of a new 
issue of stamps to collectors. 


Public Health and Veterinary Departments revenue was allocated 
to Inland Revenue in 1913. 


ZANZIBAR, 1913. 


5 


Passages of clove pickers chiefly contributed to the increase in 


receipts of the Shipping Department. 


The following table shows the expenditure of the Protectorate under 


each head for the years 1912 and 1913 :— 


Expendituye. 


1 Administration Department 

2 Agricultural Department 

3 Attorney General’s Department .. 

4 Civil List ae 

5 Collectorate of Zanzibar 

6 Collectorate of Pemba is 

7 Crown Property Department 

8 Customs Department : 

9 Education Department 

10 Government Printing Press 

11 Interest and Sinking Fund 

12 Judicial Department 

13 King’s African Rifles te 

14 Leper and Poor Establishment 

15 Medical Department i 

16 Miscellaneous 

17. Pensions and Gratuities 

18 Police and Zanzibar Armed Con- 
stabulary a F 

19 Port Service Department a 

20 Post Office .. 

21 Public Health Depar tment 

22 Public Works Department. . 

23 Public Gardens ee ee 

24 Prison Island Quarantine Station. . 

25 Railway and Electricity Department 

26 Registration Department .. te 

27 Shipping Department 

28 Stationery Department De 

29 Stables and Transport Department 

30 Treasury Department c ae 

31 Wireless Telegraph Deparment an 

32 Veterinary Hospital 

33 Water Supply 





Total .. 


1912 
£ 

3,067 
10,753 
1,557 
18,474 
6,706 
5,077 
765 
5,793 
2,895 
2,130 
5,497 
7,849 
5,000 
1,809 
8,181 
3,678 
7,559 


20,495 
6,552 
2,946 

10,933 

77,311 

728 
836 
82,211 
730 
23,736 
697 
4,004 
3,185 
2,856 
667 

2 


£334,679 


1913 
£ 
3,104 
14,401 
1,609 
23,649 
6,437 
5,477 
1,037 
7,200 
2,930 
2,138 
5,539 
13,461 
6,200 
2,025 
9,500 
2,726 
4,650 


20,098 
8,073 
3,664 

10,775 

52,784 

468 
701 
14,396 
783 

14,624 
1,649 
3,201 
3,938 
1,119 


£248,356 


The increase in the expenditure of the Agricultural Department is 
incidental to the harvesting of a large clove crop. 
The increase in the Civil List is accounted for by the transfer to final 
expenditure of the balance of the sum advanced to the ex-Sultan in 
1910 for the payment of debts incurred in Europe. 


The excess under Customs is explained by the fact that the cost of 
a new electric crane which was ordered in 1912 was not brought to 


account until 1913. 


The rise in Judicial expenditure is accounted for by the payment from 
July 1st of the judges’ salaries, which were previously defrayed from 


the Foreign Office vote, 
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Furniture for the new European Hospital is the chief item in the 
increase under Medical Department. 


The saving under Pensions and Gratuities is accounted for by the 
payment of fewer gratuities. 


The increase under Port Service is due to expenditure on the removal 
from the harbour of the wreck of the s.s. “‘ Glasgow.” 


The increase in Post Office expenditure is incidental to a new issue 
of stamps. 


The decrease under Public Works Department is accounted for 
by the fact that fewer works of an extraordinary character were under- 
taken during the year. 


The expenses in 1912 of the Railway and Electricity Department 
included the cost of the Railway, Electric Light Works and Telephones 
purchased from the Zanzibar Railway and the Zanzibar Investment 
Companies. 


The expenditure in 1912 under Shipping Department included the 
cost of the u.x.s. “‘ Khalifa.” 


The excess under Stationery is due to the fact that the cost of a 
portion of the 1914 consignment was included by the Crown Agents 
in their account for December, 1913. 


The decrease in the expenses of the Stables and Transport Depart- 
ment is due to retrenchments effected. 


The rise in Treasury expenditure is accounted for by an increase in 
the cost of audit. 


The savings under Wireless Telegraph Department is due to the 
resignation of the Superintendent and to the difficulty experienced 
in finding a successor to him. 


The following table shows the total revenue and expenditure of 
the Protectorate for the last five years :-— 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £ 
1909. . 204,863 =... 189,014 
1910. .. 181,705. 192,995 
ill. .. 237,422«.. 207,951 
1912. . 242,483. 884,679 
1913. . 275,126 5. 948,356 


(6) Taxation. 


No new taxation was imposed during the year and no change of any 
importance was made in the existing taxation, 
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(c) Assets AND LIABILITIES. 


Balance of assets on 31st December, 1912 .. £225,848 








Surplus 1913... bs - a ae 26,770 
Balance of assets on 31st December, 1913 .. £252,618 
Loan to British East Africa Protectorate .. £200,000 





(d) Pusiic Dest. 


The Public Debt amounts to £100,000 in 3 per cent. debentures 
which were issued to the British public in 1899 under authority of the 
Loan Decree, 1899. 24 per cent. of the nominal value of the issue 
is appropriated annually from general revenue to a sinking fund for 
extinction of the debt. The amount at the credit of the sinking fund 
on 31st December, 1913, was £34,644, which is invested in Colonial 
Government securities. 


(e) CurRENcy. 


Gold coins, whether coined at the Royal Mint in England or at any 
mint established as a branch of that Mint, are legal tender in payment 
or on account at the rate of 15 rupees to the £1. 


The silver rupee of British India of the standard weight and fineness 
enacted in the Indian Coinage Act 1906 is the standard coin of Zanzibar. 


All other silver coins of British India of the standard weight and 
fineness enacted in the Indian Coinage Act 1906 are legal tender for 
the payment of an amount not exceeding 5 rupees. These coins are :— 


4 rupee; } rupee; } rupee. 


Seyyidieh copper pice are legal tender at the rate of 64 pice to 1 
rupee for the payment of an amount not exceeding 5 rupees. 


There is a Government note issue of the denominations Rupees 5, 
10, 20, 30, 50 and 100. The value of notes in circulation on 31st 
December, 1913, amounted to Rupees 14,70,000. The security held 
against the issue consists of cash to the approximate sum of two-thirds 
and of Indian Rupee paper and Colonial Government securities to the 
approximate amount of one-third of the value of notes in circulation. 


(C106) c 


3 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


IIL—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, anp INDUSTRIES. 
(a) Imports anp Exports. 


The imports of principal articles during the years 1912-1913 were 
as follows :— 


1912 1913 
£ £ 

Bags and Kandas oe mn au 14,098 16,068 
Beads ay a Se sve cay 5,742 4,031 
Beer ate ais avs = ee 1,020 713 
Cement and Lime ore ne ae 4,962 5,766 
Coal Res “ Ps rY, oe 17,360 29,156 
Crockery and Glassware. . ee ee 7,298 6,567 
Copra ae ne af a as 36,605 46,240 
Dried Fish ae ue a os 10,661 12,742 
Flour ary Ses ae ey ae 17,412 19,268 
Grain ate a a5 a ave 32,105 37,007 
Groceries and Provisions. . eis a 39,489 38,656 
Ghee oe he ee Ee os 28,032 31,515 
Gum Copal ie eae 2 is 7,220 5,859 
Hardware 6 oe es ate 30,238 28,308 
Hides and Skins .. ane sit a 7,703 - 5,997 
Ivory fs oa us 55 ++ 41,189 34,273 
Live-stock. . Ms ae a ++ 26,136 17,004 
Machinery... a 08 ate ve 1,675 3,407 
Motor cars, Cycles, and other Vehicles 3,843 5,075 
‘Petroleum... at wi by yas 12,625 16,455 
Piece-goods fis oe aoa .. 240,902 191,023 
Rice ofa Ba oe xe «+ 207,975 177,076 
Rubber .. ate, a a6 Ac 3,644 5,313 
Sim-Sim .. ae at as ae 12,012 11,863 
Soap as wie ae “a aa 5,486 7,820 
Spirits Ms be o Se ye 7,154 6,323 
Sugar an oy. a an a 35,852 31,143 
Tea set a Re es fs 5,998 7,702 
Tobacco .. os Me we 3, 16,856 19,666 
Twist and Thread a) bs 6,256 6,039 
Wine oe ae a oe a 1,517 1,413 
Specie 6 ae +) nes ao 28,405 161,012 
Other articles .. ays Se ~» 113,526 62,847 


Total £1,030,996 £1,103,347 


Bags and Kandas.—The increase is the result of a large clove crop. 

Coal.—The increase is due to greater consumption by the Electricity 
Department for the maintenance of a day as well as night current. 

Ivory.—The decrease, which has been gradual for some years past, 
is attributable to direct export by the mainland coast ports. 

Live-Stock.—The decrease may be attributed to the unsettled con- 
dition of the interior of Italian Somaliland. 

Machinery.—The increase is accounted for by machinery imported 
for oil and soap factories. 

Flour, Petroleum, Piece-Goods and Rice—Zanzibar being a tran- 
shipment port, any increase or decrease under these heads may be put. 
down to larger or smaller stocks carried over from the previous year 
and also to the requirements of the mainland. 
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Tobacco.—The rise is accounted for by increased consumption by 
the native population of African-grown tobacco. 


Specie.—The increase is due to the exigencies of a large clove crop. 


The exports of principal articles during the years 1912-1913 were 
as follows :-— 


1912 1913 
£ £ 

Cloves ea 3 +. 842,173 412,547 
Clove-stems ae -. 25,118 16,145 
Copra ma Ye -. 190,937 216,842 
Rice 2. ee ay, <da829 24,386 
Ghee te aA By 6,479 8,409 
Groceries .. ee -. 16,208 15,802 
Gum Copal res .. 11,020 8,390 
Hides and Skins .. .. 14,862 12,596 
Ivory sie Aa .. 45,166 39,857 
Petroleum .. Bey .. 15,698 20,359 
Piece-goods a -. 122,164 85,149 
Soap ee me -. 18,092 8,871 
Specie ae os .. 66,229 58,698 
Other articles AG -. 133,052 81,819 





Total £1,036,127  £1,048,866 





Cloves.—The increase is accounted for by the large crop harvested 
during the season 1913-14; the average price per frasila (35 Ibs.) was 
for Zanzibar cloves 19s. 1}4d., and for Pemba cloves 19s. 14d., as com- 
pared with 19s. 1d. and 18s. 0}d. respectively in 1912. 


Clove-stems.—In a bountiful season less trouble is taken to gather 
stems, which explains the decrease. The average price per frasila was 
5s. 93d., as compared with 5s. 23a. in 1912. 


Copra.—The increase is attributable to a good crop, enhanced prices, 
and more imports from the mainland. The whole export was destined 
to Marseilles. 


Gum Copal, Hides and Skins, and Ivory.—Exports are governed 
by imports. * 


Piece-goods.—The decrease is probably due to more direct importa- 
tion by main'and coast ports. 


Rice.—Export is governed by the requirements of the mainland. 


Soap.—The decrease is attributable to increased local consumpticn. 
(C106) c2 
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- The following table shows the total value of imports and exports 
for the last five years :— 
Imports. Exports. 


£ £ 
1909... By 994,369 1,011,364 
1910. be 993,031 1,033,467 
i9gll ae 1,179,699 1,193,139 
ODER Ais ee 1,030,996 1,036,127 
1913 om 1,103,348 1,048,866 


(b) Mines, ManuracturEs, AND FISHERIES. 
(1) Mines. 
There are no mines in the Protectorate. 
(2) Manufactures. 


Pottery.—Kight or ten years ago all the earthen vessels employed 
for the storage or carriage of water were imported from India. Since 
then potters from India have settled in the town of Zanzibar and in 
several villages in the south of the island, who manufacture these 
vessels as well as flower pots, &c. The earthenware cooking pots 
which are used so much by natives and Indians have always been and 
are still being made only by Swahilis. 


Coir Fibre and Rope.—This industry is carried on exclusively by 
women and grown-up girls in all the villages along the coast of Zanzibar 
where coconuts grow. The actual rope making done in the villages 
is confined to thin strands, which are sent to the town and there made 
up into thick rope. All the rope employed by dhows is made from 
fibre grown locally. The difficulty in the past has been the insuffi- 
ciency of coconut trees along the littoral, but during the last five years 
the natives have realised this and planted a large number of new trees. 
The export of coir, which is steadily growing, amounted in value 
for the year to £5,439. 


Soap.—This manufacture was started in Zanzibar five or six years 
ago. Previously all the blue and brown mottled soap used for washing 
clothes was imported from Marseilles and Hamburg. There are now 
two factories, each turning out about 75,000 Ib. of soap a month, 
which is not only used locally, but exported to Madagascar and to 
British and German East Africa. The export trade is likely to 
increase. 


Oil.—Apart from the above two factories, which express their own 
coconut oil for making soap, there are three other smaller oil mills 
in which coconut and sim-sim oil is expressed. Ten or twelve years 
ago the oil was expressed by primitive native presses worked by camels. 
There are three or four of these mills still in existence. 
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Jewellery—There are about 25 to 30 Indian gold and silversmiths, 
mostly from Cutch, who are employed in making native jewellery, 
coffee pots, sword handles and a thousand and one other curios. There 
are in addition three firms of Cingalese jewellers who manufacture 
and deal in European jewellery and do a large trade with passengers 
in transit. They also manufacture a small quantity of ebony, tortoise 
shell and ivory articles. 


Mats.—The rougher sort called jamvis are manufactured by Shihiri 
Arabs, the raw material being imported from Muscat and other parts, 
of Arabia. The finer quality of coloured mats called mikekas are made 
solely by Wahadimu (aborigines) women who inhabit the south and 
east coast of the island. The export trade is considerable and is 
likely to increase. 


(3) Fisheries. 


Fishing is done by natives in galawas or dug-out canoes with out- 
riggers, which generally go out with one rising tide and return with 
the next. The greater part of the fishing is done with hooks and lines. 
Nets of various primitive sorts are used, but only near shore or inside 
reefs. Fishing traps in the shape of large baskets are also employed 
and in many villages fishing stakes, which last for about six or eight 
months, are erected. Most of the villagers along the coast of Zanzibar 
are fishermen. Owing to the heavy monsoons the fisherfolk from the 
northern parts generally migrate with their galawas to the south during 
the north-east monsoon and vice-versa during the south-west monsoon. 
The fish caught by the villagers on the coast is usually smoked and 
sent to the various villages inland or into Zanzibar. 


Of late years a class of fishermen mostly from Diu (Portuguese India) 
have settled in Zanzibar, bringing with them their own dug-outs. 
They are hard-working people and are fast cutting out the more 
indolent native. 


(c) AcRicuLTURAL InDUsTRIES AND BotanicaL SrarTIons. 
(1) Agricultural Industries. 


Cloves.—This industry dates from 1818 and in 1860 an output of 
about seven million pounds in weight had been attained. In 1872 the 
plantations in Zanzibar were devastated by a hurricane and therefore 
most of the trees in the island date from that time. Pemba, however, 
escaped and the large plantations there are consequently much older, 
varying from 60 to 90 years. 


It is estimated that there are in both islands about 60,000 acres 
under clove cultivation, and about 5} million trees in bearing. The 
large plantations are chiefly owned by Arabs, a few being held by 
Indians. Many natives possess small plantations. The Arabs are 
heavily involved financially, their properties being mortgaged to 
Indians who are, as a rule, in a position to foreclose, but prefer to 
allow the Arab to remain on in a more or less dependent position. 
The Arab has been unable to accommodate himself to the changed 
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conditions of labour arising from the abolition of slavery in 1897, 
while the Indian prefers the business of shop-keeper, merchant or 
money-lender to that of farmer. The question of ownership is in 
a transition stage pending the formation of a new class of owner from 
the natives of the islands, or, alternatively, the introduction of white 
capital. 

The output varies considerably, the trees bearing heavy crops 
periodically every three to five years. The average output of recent 
years has been about fourteen million pounds in weight. The largest 
crop will probably be that of 1913-14 (the final returns are not yet 
available), yielding over twenty-seven million pounds, of which Pemba 
will contribute more than twenty-one million pounds. The smallest 
crop recorded of recent years was in the season 1912-13, when only 
four and three-quarter million pounds were harvested, of which Pemba 
contributed rather more than three and a half million. 

The average yield per annum from a plantation of about 3,000 trees 
of about 60 years old owned and managed by Europeans is 8 pounds 
per tree. Ninety-eight trees are planted to the acre. 

The price varies according to the size of the crop. Marked fluctua- 
tions are'due to outside causes. The price of recent years has varied 
from Rs.8-8-0 to Rs.14-5-0 per frasla of 35 Ibs. The Government 
levies a duty of 25 per cent. on all cloves exported. 

Copra.—Coconut cultivation ranks next in importance after cloves. 
It is estimated that there are about 45,000 acres under coconuts in 
the two islands. Only a few large plantations are systematically laid . 
out, but most clove properties include irregular plantings of coconuts 
and, in the majority of cases, also considerable areas of undeveloped 
land suitable for coconuts. Many native villages are situated in the 
middle of coconut groves. In 1913, 7,412 tons were exported. 

The quality of the article does not compare favourably with that of 
Cochin or Ceylon. Much is produced by the small grower or trader, 
neither of whom possesses proper drying facilities. The former 
generally smoke-dries over a fire, a blackened and inferior product 
resulting. The latter often sun-dries his kernels, but does so in dirty 
places, and sells the copra half-dried with a view to deriving an advan- 
tage from the greater weight. These faults are remediable and copra 
produced on the Government plantations has been most favourably 
reported on by London brokers. ' 

The coconut provides an important article of native food and the 
tree itself is utilised in a number of ways in the manufacture of articles 
of daily use. 

Rubber —The export of this product, amounting to about 4,000 Ibs. 
a year, is mainly derived from Landolphia Kirkit, of which a considerable 
quantity grows wild in a forest in Pemba. 

The cultivation of Ceara, which was taken up by the Government in 
1907, was not successful and has been discontinued. 

Chillies—The export has declined from 500,000 lbs. in 1905 to 
73,000 lbs. in 1913, the reason being that the native classes which 
formerly cultivated chillies have turned their attention to cloves. 


Various——Many crops are grown for local consumption, such as 
rice, sugar (of which formerly there were large plantations), tobacco, 
areca-nut, cassava, castor-oil, kapok, maize, sorghum, ground-nuts, 
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sim-sim, ginger, and, ona small scale, nutmegs, vanilla and cinnamon. 
Tropical fruits flourish, especially oranges, mapgoes, pine-apples. 
and bananas. 
(2) Botanical Gardens. 


There are at present three Government Gardens: the Victoria 
Gardens, situated in the town, which contain a small collection of 
exotic palms, flowering trees and shrubs ; a garden two miles distant 
from the town, within the walled enclosure of the ruined Marhubi 
Palace, which contains the usual palms, shrubs and other flowering 
plants, and the indigenous water lilies, and is also used for purposes 
of coconut planting ; and a third garden, situated two miles from the 
town on a plantation known as Migombani, where are grown for 
purposes of increase such exotic plants, both economic and ornamental, 
as are presented to the Agricultural Department by the Departments 
of other countries. This last garden is also used for trial plots of 
various economic pl.nts collected by the Department. 


(d) Lanp GRANTS AND THE GENERAL VALUE oF Lanp. 


Zanzibar Island contains about 400,000 acres, of which about 240,000 
are scrub-land on coral outcrop. Pemba has an area of about 245,000 
acres, of which 60,000 acres are scrub-land. Much of this scrub-land 
in both islands is, however, under intermittent cultivation by natives 
with maize, sorghum, setaria, eleusine and pennisetum, and some 
of the beans. 

Practically no land was alienated by the Government during the year. 

The system of tenure is founded on Mohammedan law. Communal 
tenure exists in villages of the original natives, but the plantation area 
consists of freehold properties interspersed with lands dedicated for 
holy and other purposes and called wakf lands. 

Titles to land are at present somewhat insecure and great care needs 
to be exercised in the acquisition of properties. The Government is, 
however, about to take steps with a view to placing titles on a sccure 
footing. 

Land is valued for agricultural purposes by the number and des- 
cription of trees on it. For example, a mature and healthy clove 
plantation under normal conditions, with 98 trees per acre, is now 
valued at from 6 to 8 or 9 rupees a tree, equivalent to £39 to £52 or £59 
per acre. A coconut plantation with 48 trees per acre is valued at 
Rs.5 to 6 per tree, equivalent to £16 or £19 peracre. A certain amount 
of vacant land is always included. 

There are a number of plantations in the hands of the Government 
and under the control of the Department of Agriculture, with an area 
of about 16,000 acres, of which 13,000 are in Zanzibar Island and 3,000: 
in Pemba. Of this area, 1,400 acres are under coconuts in the former 
island, and 350 acres under cloves in Pemba. These fine properties. 
formerly belonged to the Sultans of Zanzibar and the Government policy 
in retaining them is influenced by a desire to keep them under efficient 
management and free from mortgage, until such time as reliable 
planters are found to take them over. 

The main drawbacks to European exploitation have hitherto been 
the unhealthiness of the islands, which renders living in the interior 
practically impossible for whites, the absence of roads, and the lack. 
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of labour. Of recent years, however, sanitation has made great 
progress, and has been accompanied by a corresponding improvement 
in the health of the European population. -Roads suitable for motor 
traffic have been constructed throughout the Island of Zanzibar. 
Consequently the European planter or overseer in Zanzibar could 
supervise his plantation in the interior and have his dwelling place 
on the coast. The population of the islands is not increasing and the 
labour difficulty is as acute here as on the mainland. 

There is a considerable area of undeveloped coconut land as well 
as clove land attached {0 nearly all private properties. Much land 
is also available for sisal. The policy of the Government is to give 
every encouragement to the genuine white settler. 


(ec) Surpprne. 


The table appended shows the total shipping, with classes and 
nationalities distinguished, entered during the years 1912 and 1913. 
The number and tonnage of ocean-going and of coasting vessels cleared 
were identical with those of vessels entered. 

The figures of dhows cleared show unimportant variations from 
those of dhows entered. 


7 


1912 1913 








Number.| Gross Tonnage. | Number.| Gross Tonnage. 





Ocean-going vessels. 

















British ve a 124 452,580 136 522,945 
French aie re 30 95,660 33 110,595 
German a os 149 710,455 134 708,069 
Norwegian .. a 2 2410 | 3 4,081 
Italian ms ie fee 3 7,593 
Other nationalities . he Ys 1 2,346 
Total .. 305 1,261,105 310 1,355,628 
Coasting vessels. 
British an on 53 25,878 56 29,886 
Zanzibar .. ri 66 30,669 76 46,090 
German .. ae 72 11,881 64 | 8,450 
| = 
Total .. 191 68,428 196 84,426 
Dhows. | 
Zanzibax-British ..} 2,032 28,636 2,362 31,809 
Zanzibar .. --| 1,291 12,485 1,134 11,257 
British East Africa 99 2,036 88 1,863 
Indian = On 117 6,591 123 5,110 
Arabian... a 155 7,811 126 5,539 
German .. ie 681 6,102 762 5,834 
French ne a 42 1,660 30 963 
Italian as He 27 940 15 491 
Portuguese. . oe 2 62 2 a 
Total ..| 4,446 66,323 4,642 62,866 

















Grand Total ..| 4,942 1,395,856 5,148 1,502,920 
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The figure for the total shipping entered during the year constitutes 
a record, as do also those for ocean-going and coasting vessels. The 
rise is accounted for by the increased volume of trade on the coast. 

The following comparative statement gives the total shipping entered 
for the last five years. The figures for ocean-going and coasting vessels 
cleared are identical with the figures of those entered. The figure for 
dhows cleared shows an unimportant variation from that of dhows 
entered. 

Number. Gross Tonnage. 


1909 Se = vs 6,147 936,314 
1910 af Re os 5,625 1,087,004 
1911 i oe ae 5,325 1,288,012 
~. 1912 ye a oe 4,942 1,395,856 
1913 - ate 3 5,148 1,502,920 


The Government possesses two steamers, “ Cupid” and “ Khalifa,” 
which maintain a regular weckly connection with Pemba and carry 
the clove pickers to and from Pemba during the season. The “ Cupid” 
has a gross tonnage of 611, witha speed of 10 knots, first class accommo- 
dation for 14 passengers and deck accommodation for 600. The 
“ Khalifa” has a gross tonnage of 609, with a speed of 12 knots, first 
class accommodation for 19 passengers and deck accommodation for 
700. When the carriage of Government cargo and passengers is taken 
into account, both steamers showed a small profit on running during 
the year. 


TIL.—LEGISLATION. 


_ Ten Decrees were promulgated during the year, of which the most 
important were :— 3 


(1) “The Zanzibar Courts Limitation of Suits Decree, 1913,” 
whereby the Indian Limitation Act of 1908 (Act IX of 1908) was 
applied to H. H. the Sultan’s Courts, subject to certain modifications 
as to the Schedules, and an amendment substituting the local practice 
a rule of law for the provision contained in Section 30 of the Indian 

ct. 


(2) “The Plantations Preservation Decree, 1913,” which was 
published on the 23rd of April, 1913, but did not come into force until 
the 19th of January, 1914. The Decree makes provision for the 
protection and preservation of coconut, clove,and other trees from the 
ravages of certain insects and parasites, and empowers a duly authorised 
Inspector to order (subject in certain cases to compensation) the 
destruction of any tree which appears to be dying or dead or attacked 
by, or likely to become a breeding place for, any insect or parasite as 
defined in the Decree. 

(3) “The Dairies Decree, 1913” (together with regulations made 
thereunder) makes provision for the licensing of dairymen, inspection 
of milk cows in dairies, sanitation and hygiene of dairies, and all 
vessels used in connection therewith, and the protection of milk. 
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(4) “The Zanzibar Workman’s Breach of Contract Act, 1913,” 
applies the Indian “ Workman’s Breach of Contract Act, 1859” to 
the Zanzibar Protectorate with certain modifications applicable to 
local conditions. 


(5) “ The Zanzibar Police (Amendment) Decree, 1913 ” which makes 
provision for the re-enrolment of members of the Police Force, on 
completion of their terms of service, in a Reserve of Police. 


(6) “The Liquor Licensing (Amendment No. 2) Decree, 1913.” 
This Decree possesses some importance inasmuch as it extends the 
definition of the term “ native’ contained in the “ Liquor Licensing 
Decree, 1912,” to any person whose place of origin either by birth or 
descent shall have been within the British Protectorate of Aden, or 
within the dominions of H.H. the Sultan of Muscat, or within territory 
comprised in the coast strip lying between the afore-mentioned Protec- 
torate and dominions as may be within the British sphere of influence. 


(7) “The Public Health (Amendment) and Street Lighting Decree, 
1913.” This Decree makes provision for sanitation and lighting in the 
several townships, districts, areas or places in the Protectorate and 
for the equitable contribution by owners or occupiers towards the 
expense involved. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 
(a) Primary Epvucation. 


European.—There are no European children of a school age resident 
in the Protectorate. 


Native —The course of instruction given in the Government Schools, 
which are for Moslems, extends over seven years. During the first three 
years instruction in writing, reading and arithmetic is given in the 
vernacular—Swahili ; during the subsequent four years all instruction 
is given either in English or Arabic. 


The completion of the elementary or vernacular course is intended 
to provide a convenient opportunity to divert to industrial pursuits 
the energies of those boys whose abilities are not such as to warrant 
their continuing their studies with a view to obtaining the Government 
Schools Certificate. This certificate is awarded on the results of an 
examination held annually, the standard being that of the syllabus 
for Government Schools. 


Boys in the highest standard, VII, in the Central Schools are also 
admitted. 


The certificate is looked upon as a leaving certificate for boy clerks. 

Education in Government Schools is voluntary and free. A limited 
number of Indians, in addition to subjects of the Protectorate and 
other Africans, are admitted. 
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The Universities Mission supports the High School in the town, 
but the attendance is regrettably small in view of the capacity of the 
building and the strength of the teaching staff. All nationalities are 
admitted and pupils are prepared for the College of Preceptors Exami- 
nation. 

Other schools are provided for native children of the Mission at the 
different stations in Zanzibar and Pemba. 

Indian. —In addition to the provision for Indian children in the 
Government Schools and in the High School, there are four sectarian 
schools, controlled by the Committees of the several Jamats, and one 
non-sectarian school. Of these two are for boys only, one for girls 
only, and two are mixed. There are also three private schools of 
some standing. ; 

There is no Government control over these schools and no satis- 
factory system of instruction, examination, or inspection. 

The Sisters of the Society of the Holy Ghost conduct a mixed 
school at the Convent, which is attended by some 50 children, chiefly 
Parsees and Goans. 


(b) SEconpaRy Epvucation. 
No provision is made for secondary education in the Protectorate. 


(c) InpusrriaL, TECHNICAL, AND AGRICULTURAL SCHOOLS. 


In the Government Schools boys are encoura_ed to take up industrial 
pursuits and a certain number elect to do so when they have finished 
the vernacular course. 

During the past year upwards of 30 native boys have been engaged 
in the three industries taught by Government, viz., carpentry, tailoring 
and printing. 

An apprentice allowance is made to these boys and the course of 
instruction extends over three years. 

The Society of the Holy Ghost has a native school at the head- 
quarters of the Mission where instruction is given in the usual elemen- 
tary subjects and in industrial pursuits. The most important branch 
is carpentry, but elementary forging and garden work are also done 
by the pupils. 

The Friends’ Industrial Mission in Pemba has three small schools. 
In the largest the elementary instruction is followed by a three years’ 
course in carpentry, and in the other two the children devote part 
of their time to plantation work. 

It is hardly possible yet to quote definite results in relation to the 
problem of skilled labour in the Protectorate. The Missions, which 
have been established for a long time, cannot be said to have made 
their influence very widely felt in this respect. This may be attributed 
to the unfortunate isolation in which the trained native artisan has 
been called upon to work. The Indian opposition has been too 
strong for him and he has quietly disappeared from an unequal contest. 

The Government experiment has so far proved the undoubted ability 
of the African and there is reason to hope that in course of time, and 
by careful nursing of the first generation of trained artisans, their 
work in union will succeed where individual effort has failed. 
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V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
(a) Hosprrats. 


The Government hospitals in Zanzibar are the European Hospital, 
the Native and Subordinate Staff Hospital, the hospital at Ziwani 
for the men of the King’s African Rifles and their families, dispensaries 
at Mkokotoni and Chwaka, and the Infectious Diseases Hospital at 
Gulioni. 


The European Hospital was opened in April, 1913, and, when certain 
alterations are completed, will provide first-class accommodation for 
7 Europeans, second-class for 4 Europeans, and second-class for 10 
Indians or Arabs, together with two maternity rooms, first and second 
class. Twenty cases were treated during the year. 


The Native Hospital was built in 1896 and then consisted of a single 
building of one storey with 3 wards and 21 beds. In 1900 an outside 
block of 4 rooms was built for subordinates in the Government service. 
In 1907 an upper storey to both these blocks and a nurses’ home and 
operating room were added. There are in all 60 beds. During the 
year 1,503 in-patients and 9,087 out-patients were treated, as compared 
with 1,230 and 7,179, respectively, in 1912. 


The dispensary at Mkokotoni has 6 beds attached. 49 in-patients 
and 2,338 out-patients were treated during the year, as against 51 
and 2,252, respectively, in 1912. The dispensary at Chwaka has two 
beds attached. Nine in-patients and 1,085 out-patients were treated 
during 1913, as compared with 0 and 1,380, respectively, in the previous 
year. ; 


The Infectious Diseases Hospital at Gulioni contains 50 beds. 
136 patients were admitted during the year, as compared with 298 in 
1912. There were two deaths, as compared with 26 in the previous 
year, when, however, there were epidemics of both cholera and 
small-pox. 


There is one Government Hospital in Pemba, at Chake Chake, with 
an accommodation of 24 beds, and dispensaries at Mkoani with six 
beds attached, and at Weti with 12 beds attached. In all 734 in- 
patients and 7,593 out-patients were treated during the year, as com- 
pared with 465 and 6,409, respectively, in 1912. 


(b) Lunatic AsyLum. 


Upon the inclusion of the blocks of the Kilimani Asylum in the 
newly erected Kilimani Central Gaol, the inmates were transferred 
in March to temporary accommodation in the old barracks adjoining 
the Native and Subordinates Hospital. At the end of 1912 there were 
12 inmates, 17 were admitted in 1913, 12 were discharged and 9 died, 
leaving 8 at the end of the year. 
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(c) Leper SETTLEMENTS. 


The number of lepers in the two islands amounts probably to about 
450. Of these 95 are segregated in one settlement in Zanzibar, which 
is subsidised by the Government and administered by the Roman 
Catholic Mission under the supervision of the Medical Officer of Health, 
and 171 in three settlements in Pemba, while the remainder are at 
large. The Governmeni has at present under consideration a scheme 
to acquire a suitable island for the establishment of a central settle- 
ment in which all persons infected with this disease would be confined. 


(d) Poor House. 


There is a Poor House in Zanzibar which is practically a home for 
the incurable. It is subsidised by the Government and administered 
by the Roman Catholic Mission under the supervision of the Medical 
Officer of Health. The number of patients at the beginning of 1913 
was 57, the number admitted during the year 135, the number dis- 
charged 61, and the number died 85. The large roll of deaths is a 
accounted for by the fact that the institution takes in many cases in 
the last stages of disease. 


(ce) BacTERIOLOGICAL AND CHEMICAL LABORATORIES. 


Well-equipped laboratories for routine and research work in bac- 
teriology, chemistry, economic chemistry and economic zoology form 
divisions of the Public Health Department. The number of special 
examinations of pathological and other material amounts to some 
1,200 a year. 

The work of the division of economic zoology has greatly increased. 
Certain insects injurious to man, to stock, and to agriculture have 
been studied and identified. 


The majority of the blood-sucking arthropods of the island have 
also been identified. Trypanosomiasis and babesiasis of stock have 
been investigated and valuable information concerning East Coast 
fever has been obtained. A routine examination of the blood of 
mammals, birds, reptiles, etc., has been made. A considerable amount 
of time has been spent in the examination of the stomach contents 
of the various birds of the Protectorate with a view to obtaining 
accurate information regarding their insectivorous habits and their 
subsequent protection. 


The Museum is under the charge of the Economic Zoologist and has 
grown and proved useful to various Departments. 


(f) QuaRantINE Station. 


The Quarantine Station is situated on Prison Island, which lies three 
miles distant N.W. of the town. It serves also as a quarantine station 
for the East Africa Protectorate, which contributes half the cost of 
upkeep. There is accommodation for 1,000 contacts, including 
separate accommodation for isolation of plague, cholera and small- 
pox patients. 
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During the year under review it has been employed for native 
passengers arriving from Mombasa, which was plague-infected, and, 
in the early part of the year, for the observation on account of cholera 
of inhabitants of Zanzibar proceeding to Daressalaam. In all 944 
passengers were quarantined, none of whom, however, developed 


disease. 


(g) Savines Bank. 


The Post Office Savings Bank, which was started in 1907 with a 
view to the encouragement of thrift amongst the native population, 
opens deposit accounts with a sum of half a rupee and the smallest 
sum that can be deposited or withdrawn at any time is a quarter of a 
rupee. The total amount that can be deposited in any one year may 
not exceed 300 rupees and the total amount that a depositor may 
have to his credit, excluding interest, may not exceed 1,500 rupees. 
All deposits are repayable on demand, repayment being guaranteed 
by the Government. The interest payable i is at the rate of 24 per cent. 
per annum. The number of depositors on 31st December was 998, 
the amount of deposits during the year £6,599, the amount of with- 
drawals £5,839, and the total amount at credit of depositors on 31st 
December, £7 y7 07. Invested funds amount to £3,333. 





VIJUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
(a) Poxtcr. 


The total of all persons complained of to the Police was 3,551, 
arrested 2,836, and convicted 2,640, as compared with 3,850, 3,400 
and 2,617 respectively in 1912. 


The strength of the force in 1913 was 


Europeans .. , ste me 3 
Goans Pe Re Fs ae Me 4 
Tndians 3s 2h ie se a Re 
Africans 


making a total of 616 as ‘compared with 575 in 1912. The health and 
morale of the force were excellent. 


The finger print system, which was introduced in 1910, continued 
to be of the utmost value in the detection of crime. 


(b) Prisons. 


There is one central prison and three district prisons in Zanzibar 
and three district prisons in Pemba. 

The total number of persons committed to prison was 1,867, as 
compared with 2,014 in 1912. Of these 91 were sotmutrited for civil 
offences, against 114 in 1912. 
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The daily average of prisoners confined was 264, the average for 
1912 being 201. The rise in the daily average is to be attributed to 
increased efficiency of the police. The percentage of prisoners to 
population according to the daily average for the Riss was 1:34. 
The prison discipline was satisfactory. 


The prison industries consist of mat and rope making, firewood- 
splitting, tin-smithing and tailoring. The matting and rope are 
manufactured from the raw product, which is obtained free of charge 
from plantations. Samples of these articles were sent to the Imperial 
Institute for report, and the opinion expressed by a firm of rope makers 
consulted by the Institute was that rope and matting of similar quality 
would command a ready sale in England. A trial shipment has been 
made. 


(c) Criminat Sratistics. 


The criminal statistics include all cases, whether falling within the 
British or Zanzibar jurisdictions. In both instances the procedure 
is the same and the distinction is, therefore, merely technical. No 
criminal cases are heard by native judges. 


The total number of convictions in all Courts during 1913 was 3,459, 
as against 3,222 in 1912, an increase of 237. This is mainly due to 
an increase ‘of 209 under the heading “ other offences,” which has 
resulted from a more extensive application of the local decrees and 
regulations dealing with municipal affairs. 


There is an increase of 88 in offences against property and a decrease 
of 59 in offences against the person. 


For the purpose of these statistics cases tried in the Superior Courts 
have been taken to be all those (other than summary cases) heard by 
the Town Magistrates under the provisions of the Magistrates Juris- 
diction Decree, 1910. The total number of persons so tried was 303, 
of whom 239 were convicted of offences as follows :— 


Murder 3 
Manslaughter ar an aa 1 
Rape es se ee be es 3 
Unnatural crime ae Re 3 
Other offences against the person ee 2h 
Preedial larceny .. ‘3 ye is 40 
Malicious injury to property... A 2 
Other offences against property .. .. 110 
Miscellaneous a es ef we, 150. 


w 
wo 
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VII—VITAL STATISTICS. 


(a) Poputation. 


The population of the Protectorate according to the census taken 
in 1910 was 197,199. 

The population of the island of Zanzibar was 114,069, of whom 
43,396 were males, 49,230 females, and 21;423 children, and that of 
Pemba 83,130, of whom 28,480 were males, 31,899 females, and 22,751 
children. : 

The population of the town of Zanzibar was 35,262, made up of 
the following nationalities :— 


British .. ae) “ARE Swahili ee . . 20,285 
French .. ai 19 Parsee fe es S183; 
German .. a 35 Arab a .. 8,639 
Portuguese ae 18 Balooch .. .. 3830 
American. . Ee 6 Japanese .. ate 7 
Norwegian a 3 Roumanian a 3 
Italian .. as 17 Nubian... a 15 
Greek... = ll Nyassa ne me 3 
Hebrew .. ae 3 Somali a 13 
Goan aa .. 440 Barawa.. os 3 
Swedish .. aie SL Comorian .. .. 2,175 
Indian... .. 17,720 Persian ae os 42, 
Cingalese . . de 72 Abyssinian . . es 32 
Eurasian’ .. i 2 All others .. a 4 


The density of population is estimated at 175 per square mile in 
Zanzibar and 219 in Pemba. 

The birth rate for the year 1913 was 15-1 per 1,000, as compared with 
14:8 for 1912. One of the most disturbing features in the returns 
is the continued decline in birth amongst the Swahilis, which, during 
the period under review, amounted in the town to no more than 4:4 
per 1,000 of population. The paucity of children in the town has been 
attributed to venereal disease in early youth, and to early marriages, 
which, amongst girls, are contracted from the age of 8. It may be 
noted that the birth rate amongst Swahilis in the country districts is, 
generally speaking, much more satisfactory. 

The death rate was 22'1 per 1,000 as against 26-7 for 1912. The fall 
in the rate is accounted for principally by the absence during the 
year of epidemic disease. It is noteworthy that the figure is substan- 
tially less than the lowest previously recorded, namely, that of 1910, 
when, moreover, registration was probably not so generally carried 
out as it is now. 


(6) Pusiic Hears. 


The islands of Zanzibar and Pemba have been free from any severe 
epidemic of disease during the year and the health of the community 
has been good. 


ZANZIBAR, 1913. 23 


Small-por.—There was a limited outbreak of small-pox in one 
quarter of the town in January, but fortunately the disease, which 
looked like becoming epidemic, was checked. The total number of 
cases was 22, of which two were fatal. 


Tuberculosis.—The deaths from tuberculosis registered in the town 
amounted to 144, as compared with an average of 194 for the last 
seven years. 


Malaria.—There were 159 fatal cases of malaria recorded in the 
town, as compared with an average of 177 for the last seven years. 


Early in the year an anti-mosquito brigade was organised by the 
Medical Officer of Health, which carries out a weekly house to house 
inspection in the town and any anti-malarial measures that may be 
necessary. The result of their efforts has been extremely satisfactory. 
When the brigade began work, in every 1,000 houses visited larvae 
were found breeding in 51, whereas ten months later they were found 
only in 15 or 16 houses, or in less than one-third of the original number. 


In addition to the above measures, quinine is distributed to the 
subordinate Government officials and school children and to natives 
in the districts at a nominal charge ; kerosene oil is applied to collec- 
tions of water, and the millions fish has with satisfactory results been 
placed in ponds, fountains, mosque tanks, and other places where water 
is kept permanently. Experiments are being made to see if this 
fish will survive in swamps. 


Plague.—Notwithstanding the fact that a port so near as Mombasa 
was infected for almost the whole year, and at one time very heavily 
infected, Zanzibar escaped until New Year’s Eve, when a passenger 
who had arrived from Daressalaam on the previous day developed 
symptoms of the disease which were subsequently confirmed by 
microscopical and bacteriological examination. 


As regards anti-plague measures it may be mentioned here that 
close touch is kept with the relative incidence of rat plague in the town 
by the bacteriological examination each month of some 3,000 to 4,000 
rats which are trapped or otherwise caught. 


(c) SANITATION. 


The water supply to the town flows by gravitation in pipes from 
protected springs some three or four miles to the north of Zanzibar. 
Owing, however, to levels and other causes it has been found impossible 
to carry the supply to the higher parts of the town. The water is 
of exceptional purity. The amount of water that reaches the town 
is roughly 400,000 gallons in the twenty-four hours, that is to say, 
about 11 or 12 gallons per head of population. When the large 
amount of water consumed by shipping is taken into account this is 
an entirely insufficient amount. To make up the deficit the popula- 
tion is obliged to fall back on the numerous, and by no means 
sanitary, wells that exist everywhere in the town. 
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No system of sewerage exists, and as matters stand at present. none 
is possible. Disposal of excreta is effected in the case of the European 
community on the “dry earth” system and in Indian, Arab and 
Swahili dwellings by cess pits. Town scavenging is carried out by a 
division of the Public Health Department. The larger villages in the 
island possess small sanitary organizations of their own, while the chief 
towns in Pemba are administered on the Zanzibar model. In Chake 
Chake and Weti, however, the malaria problem is a very difficult one, 
as both places are surrounded by swamps. 


As regards the question of town planning, wherever possible the 
erection of buildings of such height and design as are calculated to 
obstruct light and ventilation to adjoining property is prevented and 
ruinous dwellings, which form favourite haunts for rats, are ordered 
to be demolished. In general, it may be said that there is an increasing 
desire on the part of the better class Indians and Arabs to have the 
town kept clean and tidy and efforts to make it so on the part of the 
individual householder are becoming apparent. 


(d) Ciimate. 
(1) Rainfall. 


The total rainfall for the year was in the town 53°09 inches, in 
Mkokotoni (Zanzibar North) 95°88, and in Pemba 86:89, as compared 
with 67°91 in the town and 57-91 in Pemba during 1912. There is no 
record of thé fall at Mkokotoni in 1912. The wettest month was April, 
with 17:59 inches, the driest June, when 0:07 inch was recorded. 
The rainy seasons are well defined: the heavy rains occur in April, 
and May previous to the setting in of the south-west monsoon, the 
light rains in November and December, before the recurrence of the 
north-east monsoon. The average mean relative humidity of the 
atmosphere was 79°9 per cent. 


(2) Temperature. 


The average mean temperature was for Zanzibar: maximum 84:9 
minimum 76:4, and tor Pemba : maximum 81:4, minimum 69°8. 


(3) Direction and Force of Wind. 


The prevailing wind was from April to August 8.S.W., from December 
to February N.N.E., and during the remaining months variable. 
The force of the wind was from April to August 174, from December 
to February 152, in March 152-3, in September 121, in October 96:6 
and in November 96°9. 
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VIIL.—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, anp TELEPHONE SERVICES. 
(1) Posran. 
The total estimated number of articles dealt with by the Post Office 


during the year was 704,622, as compared with 732,014 in 1912, of 
which the details are :— 


























1912. 1913. 
Foreign. Foreign. 
Received. Bedpatenca. Received. Despatched. 
Letters ... ft ae 205,088 209,872 173,485 
Postcards be ose 10,634 "068 8,710 28,665 
Other articles we 110, 721 24,635, 101,920 21,203 
Registered do 
(actual) 14,826 14,810 16,226 15,912 
Parcels do 4,041 2,072 3,345 3,573 
345,310 257,463 602,773 310,073 242,838. 582,911 
Inland. Inland. 
Letters and Rereels 70; Ha 71,617 
Postcards oe o 3 2,760 
Other articles 2, sit 104 
Registered do 
(actual) 2,831 4,927 
76,405 79,108 
Transit, Transits 
Letters ... Bi ne 33.4 Le 
Postcards os at 4,342 4,966 
Other articles oe 12, 376 11,804 
Registered do 
(actual) 2,552 2,744 
52,836 
Grand total ... 732,014 





Undelivered Correspondence.—2,971 articles reached the Dead Letter 
Office during the year. 1,275 articles, consisting principally of letters 
posted without stamps by Arabs and natives, were returned to Zanzibar 
from places abroad, 1,696 articles, chiefly in the nature of newspapers 
and advertising matter addressed to firms unknown locally, were 
returned undelivered to places abroad. 


Parcels.—The declared value of the 3,345 parcels received was £8,314 
and of 3,573 despatched £9,818. Customs duty to the amount of 
£560 was collected on the former. 


Mails —489 vessels arrived and 463 departed with mails. Since 
the termination of the direct British India Steam Navigation Company’s 
mail contract between Zanzibar and Aden a portion of the incoming 
mails has been carried from Aden by the Union Castle and British 
India lines, but the value of service has been much diminished by the 
prolonged calls which these steamers make at Mombasa. An arrange- 
ment has, however, recently been made with the Postmaster-General 
of the East Africa Protectorate for the prompt transhipment of mail 
matter at Mombasa, which, it is hoped, will effect some improvement 
in the service. 


Money and Postal Orders—The following figures show the large 
increase which has taken place in money order business during the 
period under review :— 


1912 1913 
£ £ 
Money Orders issued .. 79,769 117,441 


” » paid .. 48,198 89,011 
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British postal orders to the value of £1,319 were sold, and to the value 
of £761 were cashed. 


The revenue of the Post Office, including interest on Savings Bank 
investments and Wireless Telegraph receipts, amounted to £6,499, 
and the expenditure, including Wireless Telegraph outgoings, to £4,784, 
leaving a surplus on the year’s working of £1,715. 


(2) WireLess TELEGRAPH. 


There are two Government wireless stations, one in Zanzibar and 
one in Pemba. 3,437 messages were despatched and 2,930 received, 
principally to and from Pemba. Since the opening of the efficient 
wireless stations in German East Africa, the messages received from 
ships have been few, but it is hoped that this business will improve 
when the new installations which are at present in course of erection 
in Zanzibar and Pemba, and which will have a range of 250 miles, are 
completed. The total revenue exclusive of messages sent on Govern- 
ment service amounted to £370, and the expenditure to £1,119. 


(3) TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


The Government maintains a telephone system in the town, which 
is connected with the district and agricultural stations in the country. 
The number of subscribers during the year, inclusive of Government 
Departments, was 86, the revenue £811 and the expenditure £587, 
leaving a profit of £224, exclusive of the cost of extensions to two of 
the district stations, which amounted to £201. 


IX.—_GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The roads in Zanzibar, which have a total length of 75 miles suitable 
for motor traffic, were maintained in good order during the year. 


The railway which runs from the town of Zanzibar to Bububu, 
seven miles distant on the road north to Mkokotoni, yielded a profit 
on the year’s working of £436. The profit would have been consider- 
ably larger had it not been for the high price of fuel and for the fact 
that for six months of the year, owing to a wash-out of one of the 
bridges, it became necessary to run two trains from either side of the 
wash-out, thereby almost doubling the running expenses. Moreover, 
during the period in question no freight could be handled and passenger 
receipts fell heavily. 


The prospects of trade during the year 1914 are less bright than 
they were a year ago. The clove crop, upon which the ‘prosperity 
of the Protectorate so much depends, promises to be a small one—less 
than half the size of last season’s crop. The purchasing power of the 
mainland is also likely to be adversely affected by a partial failure 
which is anticipated in the grain crops in German East Africa owing 
to drought. 
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On 1st July the control of the Protectorate was transferred from the 
Foreign Office to the Colonial Office, but legal effect was not given 
to the change of administration unti] the year 1914. 


I regret to have to record the death, on 14th February, of Mr. A. W. 
Clarke, H.M. Agent and Consul General. I acted as British Agent and 
Consul General from that date until the end of the year. 


Joun H. Srvcrair, 


Chief Secretary. 





COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 





ANNUAL 
No. Colony, &e. Year. 
795 St. Vincent .. 1912-1913 
796 Bermuda 1912 
797 Ceylon 58 
798 Gibraltar 1913 
799 St. Helena be 3 
800 Turks and Caiccs Islands | . a 
80l Seychelles Wes ‘ Bf 
802 Ceylon ‘ 
803 Bermuda a3 
804 Weihaiwei : 
805 Gambia ats ¥ 
806 Gold Coast .. oe ae 3 
807 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast aS 3 
808 Sierra Leone as is a ae i 
809 Bahamas... 1913-1914 
810 Cayman Islands (Jamaica). . 1912-1913 
811 Fiji .. . me : 1912 
812 Ashanti eS 
813 Basutoland . 1913-1914 
814 Hong Kong .. 1913 
815 Bechuanaland Protectorate 1913-1914 
816 Imperial Institute .. 1913 
817 Falkland Islands s> 
818 Malta 1913-1914 
819 Trinidad and Tobago $53 
820 Jamaica of g a“ 
821 Northern Nigeria 1913 
822 Grenada 1913 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony, &c. Subject. 
78 Weihaiwei Census, 1911 
719 Northern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 
80 Nyasaland Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
81 Southern Nigeria .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
82 Imperial Institute . Rubber and Gutta-percha. 
83 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1910. 
84 West Indies Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, &c. 
85 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1911. 
86 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1912. 
87 Ceylon oe Mineral Survey. 
88 Imperial Institute oy Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 
89 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1913. 
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DEC 15 1937 


No. 824. 


BARBADOS. 


(For Report for 1912-13 see 779). 


Tue GovERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Government House, 
Barbados, 


10th November, 1914. 
Sir, 


I have the honour to advise the transmission of six copies of the 
Blue Book of Barbados for the year 1913-14, together with the report 
thereon by Major J. A. Burdon, the Colonial Secretary. 
I have, etc., 

L. Propyn, 


Governor. 


The Right Honourable 
Lewis Harcourt, P.C., M.P., 
etc., etc., etc. 


(C 109). Wt. 36076/850, 1125 & 90, 1.15. B.&F., Ltd. Gp/ty. 
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REPORT ON THE BARBADOS BLUE BOOK FOR 1913-14. 


FINANCIAL. 
General. 
J. In the year 1913-14 :-— 
£ 
The Revenue was we .. 214,865 
The Expenditure was .. .. 222,177 





Deficit on year’s transactions £7,312 


The balance to the credit of the general revenue, which stood at 
£56,628 at the close of the financial year 1912-13, was thus reduced 
to £49,316, a sum still £2,683 greater than the credit balance of 
March lst, 1911. 


_2. The following table shows the revenue and expenditure of the 
Colony for the past five years :— 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ 
1909-10 .. ye .. 195,803 199,625 
1910-11 .. as .. 213,298 211,949 
1911-12 .. ne .. 221,906, 215,697 
1912-13* .. ms .. 221,624 221,340 
1913-14 .. bs .. 214,865 222,177 
Revenue. 


- 3. The Revenue was £6,759 less than that for the previous year. 
This decrease was due to the short sugar crop of 1913, resulting from 
the serious drought of 1912. No new or additional taxation was 
imposed during the year. 


4. The principal heads under which increases and decreases occurred 
were :—— 


Increase. Decrease. 


£ £ 
Import Duties te és ay — 38,357 
Petroleum Warehouse Rent .. 284 
Molehead Fees a ae ee 9 OTT _ 
Excise. . fe <2 BS se — 433 
Fees and Fines bes on .. 466 — 
Fees of Office oe a ae — 304 
Post Office .. A Sadat me — 1,524 
Reimbursements-in-Aid .. os - 10,988 
Special Receipts... as 8 _ 2,946 
Water Works Department .. ae _—- | 604 





*Excluding a refund of £12,502, credited to revenue, and £9,000 
debited to expenditure pending recovery by loan. These extraordinary 
amounts of receipt and disbursement are deducted here to prevent any 
misunderstanding in what is intended as a comparison of normal revenue 
and expenditure. 


BARBADOS, 1913-14. 5 


5. The causes of the above increases were :— 


: Petroleum Warehouse Rent.—Increased import of petroleum, due 
to increase in number of motor cars in use. 


Molehead Fees.—Increase of tonnage entering the. Careenage. 


Fees and Fines —Increase of work in the Criminal Courts. 


6. The causes of decreases were :— 


Import Duties —The decrease in the sugar crop, resulting in reduction - 
of purchasing power. 


Excise—A smaller consumption of rum. 


Post Office —The falling off in the sale of stamps, which had been 
abnormally inflated the previous year by a new. issue. 


Special Receipts.—The falling off in the deposits by passengers under 
the Quarantine Act. 


Reimbursements-in-Aid—The abnormal receipt in the preceding 
year of the refund of £12,502 alluded to in note to paragraph 2. 


Expenditure. 


7. The expenditure for 1913-14, which exceeded that for the previous 
year, omitting its extraordinary disbursements, by £837, is the highest 
recorded for the Colony, expenditure due to grants-in-aid being 
omitted from consideration. 


8. The principal heads under which increases and decreases occurred 
were :-— 


Increase. Decrease. 


Customs .. “as te .. 1,229 — 
Medical Department me Se .» 1,105 — 
Water Works Department hee .. 2,881 — 
Pensions .. a .. 1,478 — 
Public Works (Recurrent) Mh be SL 8T — 
Public Works (Extraordinary) . se 453 
Miscellaneous Services .. —_ *8,090 
Offices of Colonial Secretary, ‘Colonial 

Treasurer and Auditor-General ee 417 _— 
Legal Department lt “d en _ 403 
Education .. i ee $s oe _ 475 
Charges of Debt .. oh on 2 471 _ 


9. The chief causes of the above increases were :— 


Customs.—Refund of duty on preferential articles which paid at 
higher rate pending certificates of origin. 





*The £9,000 extraordinary expendituie of the previous year, alluded — 
to in note to paragraph 2, is here omitted from consideration. 
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Medical Department—Appointment of a Public Health Inspector 
and a Bacteriologist, with upkeep of their offices. 


Public Works (Recurrent).—The remittance of the sum due for the 
Public Buildings Insurance Fund for 1912-13 as well as for the current 
year added to increased expenditure on repairs of dredger and 
public buildings. 


Public Works (Eatraordinary).—The purchase of a workshop. 


Offices of Colonial Secretary, etc—Increase of salaries of certain 
officers. 


Charges of Debt.—Interest on new loans. 


10. The chief causes of the decreases were :— 


Miscellaneous Services.—Reduced expenditure on hospital enlarge- 
ment, revision of laws and Bay Street improvement; absence of 
extraordinary expenditure, such as purchase of Pleasant Vale and 
special grant to Lodge School in 1912-13 ; and reduction in refunds to 
passengers under Quarantine Act. The latter reduction is balanced 
by the falling off in deposits by passengers, mentioned under “ Special 
Receipts” in paragraph 6. 


Legal Departments.—Amalgamation of certain offices. 


HEducation—Smaller grant-in-aid to Public Elementary Schools. 


Assets and Liabilities. 


11. The excess of assets over liabilities, which at the close of the- 
previous financial year stood at £50,942, fell to £44,121 on March 31st, 
1914. 


Public Debt. 


12. There has been no increase in the public debt during the year 
under report, the amount remaining at £436,900. The sinking fund 
increased from £99,902 on March 31st, 1913, to £113,591 on March 
81st, 1914. This represents a decrease in liability during the year 
of £13,689. 


Parochial Revenue and Expenditure. 


13. The following table shows the comparison of the total revenue 
and expenditure of the several parishes of the Island for this and the 
previous financial year :— 

1913-14, 1912-13. Increase. 
£ £ £ 
Revenue... .. 67,737 61,011 6,726 
Expenditure .. 66,097 60,377 5,720 


The amount expended on poor relief during the year was £21,190, 
being £656 less than the amount necessitated by the drought of the 
previous financial year. 
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TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
Trade. 


14. The following table shows the trade of the Colony for 1913 
compared with that for the previous year :— 














| 1913 | 1912 Increase. | Decrease. 

| £ | £ | £ £ 
Value of Imports .. | 1,353,059 | 1,465,431) = — 112,372 
Value of Exports .. 856,618 | 1,085,569 228, 28,951 
Excess of Imports. . 496,441 379,862 116, 579 | 








The decrease in both imports and exports is due to the short sugar 
crop, and the decrease in value of both sugar and cotton crops for 
1913. The facts that the imports did not decrease in proportion to 
the exports, and that the excess of imports increased by some 30 per 
cent., prove the value of the revenue derived from sources other than 
agriculture. 


Imports. 


15. The following comparative table for the past two years shows 
the countries from which imports chiefly came :— 








] 
1913 1912 Increase. | Decrease. 
£ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom. ae .-| 518,611 559,629 —_ 41,018 
Canada .. e is 192,495 183,800 8,695 _— 
Newfoundland... 37,055 24,299 12,756 — 
British West Indies and 
British Guiana .. , 113,013 87,970 25,043 _— 
India ae 29,247 74,965 _ 45,718 
Foreign Countries— 
United States = ++| 381,259 426,652 _ 45,393 
Argentine Republic ¥ 23,444 30,701 —_— 7,257 
Foreign West Indies and 
Guiana .. 11,483 12,664 — 1,181 
Chili = oF aie Nil. 6,500 _ 6,500 
France Be ae Sie 3,838 7,074 — 3,236 
Germany .. ate ar 9,173 17,044 _ 7,871 
Holland .. EG Bee 13,261 12,297 964 _ 

















The great fall in imports from India is due largely to the development 
of British Guiana into a rice-producing country, and the consequent 
transfer of rice importation from India to that Colony. 
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16. The following table gives the percentage of imports from the 
principal countries of origin for the past two years :— 


1913. 1912. 
Per cent. Per cent. 
United Kingdom a ae 38 38 
Canada .. ee es as 14 13 
United States of America .. 28 29 


.The decrease by £41,018 in imports from the United Kingdom is 
proportional to the total decrease, and has therefore not affected her 
percentage. It is as yet too early to attempt to calculate the effect 
of preference on Canadian and other British and Colonial trade. The 
import from Canada of certain articles, notably flour, undoubtedly 
increased at the expense of the United States and other non-preferential 
sources. But it is impossible to state that the increase shown in imports 
from Canada, Newfoundland and the British West Indies is solely or 
mainly due to the preference of the last six months of the year. 


17. A comprehensive table prepared by the Comptroller of Customs 
shows that the effect on the revenue of the Preferential Tariff Act, 
which was in operation from June 2nd, 1913, was a net loss to the 
revenue of £9. It would, however, be mielsading to accept the result 
of the first six months’ working of Preference as # conclusive guide 
to its permanent effect, for the reason that the coming into operation 
of the Preferential Tariff found a quantity of British goods in bond. 
These goods eventually, in the absence of a certificate of origin, paid 
the higher rate of duty. 


18. The following table gives the value of the principal imports 
from Canada for the past two years :— : 


(a) Articles showing an increase : 

















1913 1912 Increase. 
£ £ £ 

Cheese. ate as ee a 2,395 2,244 151 
Pickled Fish hie a re 2,297 1,976 321 
Flour Siar Pes os ae 42,112 39,414 . 2,698 
Oats. . ais os oe ae 14,835 12,670 2,165 
Sulphate of Ammonia... As 46,752 41,026 5,726 
Other Manures.. a oe 1,967 1,325 642 
Wood a ie AS ee 38,126 32,339 5,787 
Shingles .. an aN ne 14,473 10,891 3,582 





BARBADOS, 1913-14. 9 


(b) Articles showing a decrease: 




















1913 1912 Decrease. 
£ £ £ 
Motor Cars . ae as ce 326 1,373 1,047 
Cordage... oe 749 1,013 264 
Fish, dried, salted and smoked ae 14,994 18,174 3,180 
Bran and Pollard . A are 1,036 - 1,941 905 
Pulse ee a ae oe | Nil 963 963 
Hay eg 965 2,070 1,105 
Tron Nails, Rivets, &e. a ae 899 1,384 485 
Fresh Vegetables .. ee Ba 527 1,171 644 
Staves and Shooks ee “a 429 3,334 2,905 
19. It will be seen that the most substantial changes are on the 


side of “Increase.” The decrease in the import of salt fish from 
Canada is far more than accounted for by an increase of £12,377 in the 
import of this article from Newfoundland. The decrease in the 
import of motor cars from Canada is apparently due to an increased 
import from the United States. The decreases under hay and Staves 
and Shooks are due to decreases in the total imports under these heads. 


Exports. 


20. The following table gives a comparison of the value of exports 
the produce and manufacture of the Colony with the value of exports 
the produce and manufacture of British and foreign countries. 








1913. 1912, Increase. | Decrease. 
| j 
£ ein Ke £ 
Produce, &c., of the Colony} 527,606 165,528 — 237,922 
{ 
Produce, &c., of other 


Countries me ..| 329,012 | 320,041 8971 | — 





21. The following table gives a comparison of the value of principal 
exports, the produce and manufacture of the Colony, with that for 
the previous year :— 








1913. 1912 | Increase. | Decrease. 
i i y 
£ £ a5. £ 
Bread and Crackers By: 7,018 13,048 —_ E 6,030 
Cotton Seed Meal .. ae 2,293 | 4,769 — 2,476 
Cotton, raw hy «23,460 26,191 — 2,731 ~ 
Hides and Skins .. far: 4,922 4,605 317 — 
Oleomargarine Se ue 3,310 2,128 1,182 —_ 
Molasses, Choice .. .. 37,480 81,739 — 44,259 
a0 Fancy .. ++ 339,130 301,876 37,254 —_— 
Sugar, Crystals .. ..' * 50,967 | 152,763 = 101,796 - 











>»  Muscovado :. 89,704 | 159,910 me 120,206 
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22. The following table compares the molasses and sugar ship- 
ments in quantity as well as in value :— 























1913. 1912. Increase. | Decrease. 
( 
Molasses, choice— 
Puncheons .. ne 8,608 21,510 _— 12,902 
Value a £ 37,480 81,739 —_ 44,259 
Molasses, fancy— 
Puncheons .. ae 73,992 63,553 10,439 —_ 
Value .. Pas £| 339,130 301,876 37,254 —_— 
Sugar, crystals— 
Hogsheads .. Me 5,654 12,741 | 7,087 
Value . - £ 50,967 152,763 —_ 101,796 
Sugar, muscovado— 
Hogsheads .. re 5,672 15,991 —_— 10,319 
Value .. eee £ 39,704 159,910 _ 120,206 
23. The following table gives the comparison of the average 


prices for the two years :— 














1913. | 1912, 
| 

a £s d.| £ 8. d. 

Molasses, choice—per puncheon os 4 7 0| 316 0 
fancy .3 a 411 8 415 0 
Sugar, crystals. dark—per hogshead 815 0;12 00 
” ” yellow ” o .- 1010 0/12 00 
5: muscovado Ss 7 0 0/10 0 0 
From this it will be seen that the Colony not only suffered from a 
shortage in the sugar crop but also from a fall in the price of every 


sugar product except choice molasses. The result was a net decrease 
in the value of the export of the staple industry of the Colony by 
£229,007. 


24. The following table gives the comparison in quantity and 
value for cotton exported during the two years :— 














| 1913. | 1912. Increase. | Decrease. 
Cotton, raw .. Ibs. 433,099 415,887 17,212 _— 
Value .. £ 23,460 26,191 _— 1,731 
Cotton Seed Meal . Ibs. | 1,310,016 763,184 546,832 — 
Value .. oe £ 2,293 1,336* 957 a 





The average price per lb. of raw cotton fell from 1s. 3-1d. in 1912 
to Is. 10d. in 1913. The benefit of an increase in quantity was thus 
more than negatived by the fall in value. 





*The value of the cotton seed meal exported in 1912 is incorrectly stated 
in the Blue Book and the report thereon for that year. 
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25. The following table gives the destination of the principal 
products exported for the past two years :— 



































1913. 1912. i Increase. | Decrease. 
£ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom .. oe 55,170 57,455 — 2,285 
Canada Be ees «-| 812,053 525,506 —_— 213,453 
Newfoundland xs os 45,964 53,877 —_— 7,913 
United States os on 69,200 66,956 2,244 _— 
26. The destination of the bulk of the sugar has been :— 
1913, 1912. Increase. | Decrease. 
£ f £ £ £ 
United Kingdom .. oe 21,087 18,830 2,257 —_ 
Canada os a 53,212 261,941 _ 208,729 
British West Indies. see 6,152 10,800 —_ 4,648 
Holland... c a 3,968 6,932 | —_— 2,964 
United States ie ..| Nil 2,280 — 2,280 
And of the molasses :— 
1913. 1912. Increase | Decrease. 
£ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom .. ee 7,574 7,014 560 _ 
Canada +. | 258,568 | 263,469 _— 4,901 
Newfoundland .. «| 45,830 52,766 —_— 6,936 
United States are oie 62,643 58,504 4,139 — 








27. The transit export trade shows an increase of £8,971 over that 
for 1912. The figures for the past five years are :— 


£ 
1909 af es ma x me 311,756 
1910 ae ae Be Ss a 305,705 
1911 ee Ma 28 at oo 283,185 
1912 on oe a os EA 320,041 
1913 ia aa ae a i 329,012 


Shipping. 
28. The following table gives the comparison of shipping entered 
at the port of Bridgetown for the past two years :— 














| 1913. 1912. Increase. | Decrease. 
Steamers, number.. an 709 740 | _— | 81 
os tonnage .. . -| 1,753,356 | 1,679,208 74,148 _— 
Sailing vessels, number .. 667 671 _ 
93 9 tonnage ..| 141,141 149,272 _ 8,131 








_ The net increase in tonnage was 66,017 tons. 
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29. The nationality of the ships entered was :— 











| 1913. | 1912. | Increase | Decrease. 
British, number. .. 34 1,063 1,062 1 —_ 
» tonnage .. ..| 1,489,371 | 1,358,816 | 130,555 _— 
Foreign, number .. ae 313 349 — 36 
3 tonnage .. -.| 405,126 469,664 —_ 64,538 


i 





30. The following figures show the progress of the coaling 
business :— 


Steamers coaled. Tons taken. 
1909 .. aa .. 219 53,077 
1910 .. aa .. 272 65,098 
1911... es .. 275 : 62,062 
1912... Pe .. 802 76,012 
1913 7. ap .. 265 18,784 


. 31. The following table gives the number of tourist ships during 
the last two years, with the number of tourists they have brought 
for a day’s visit to the island :— 


1913. 1912. — Increase. 
Ships .. bp 10 7 3 
Tourists .. 4,355 2,741 _ 1614 


32. The following table shows the number of passengers arriving 
in the island, exclusive of those in transit, for-the past two years :— 


1913. 1912. Decrease. 
First Class oe os 3,760 3,929 169. 
Second and Third Class 10,675 11,289 614 


33. Natives of Barbados returning from Panama declared, on 
landing, to bringing with them sums of money aggregating as follows :— 


1913. 1912. Increase. 
£ £ z 
19,342 12,773 6,569 
Agriculture. 


34. The sugar crop has been set out under its various headings 
in paragraph 22. The following table gives a comprehensive com- 
parison, in terms of tons of sugar alone (equating fancy molasses 
thereto), of the crops for the past four years :— 


Tons. 
TO: 45 vs ss .. . 52,300 
1911... 2 a fe 47,610 
1912. a 3a ie 44,817 


1913. ee ay “ 31,329 
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35. The decrease by 13,488 tons for 1913 represents the decrease 
in the amount exported during the year and not the decrease in the 
crop itself. Under normal conditions the whole of the crop, which 
is reaped during the first half of the year, is exported before the end 
of the year, so that usually the export return fairly represents the 
year’s crop. Owing however to the fall in prices during 1913, 
merchants held over considerable stocks beyond the close of the year. 
The result is that a portion of the crop of 1913 will go to swell the 
export returns of 1914 and that the above decrease overstates the 
decrease in the crop. But the main cause of the great decrease was 
the shortness of the crop, due to the exceptionally low rainfall of 
1912, 41:49 inches, the lowest on record for 65 years and 20°37 inches 
below the yearly average for that period. 


36. The progress of the crop to be reaped in 1914 was chequered. 
The rainfall in November and December, 1912, was fair, in January, 
1913, was good, and from February to August sufficient. The satis- 
factory growth was checked by a bad rainfall for September, but 
recovered during the favourable rains of October and November. 
But in December a drought set in which lasted in to the reaping season 
of 1914 and seriously affected the crop for that year. 


37. The seedling cane B.6,450, to the drought-resisting qualities 
of which attention was drawn in the report for 1912-13, continues to 
give excellent results compared with other varieties. Large areas are 
under this variety, but the Superintendent of Agriculture reports that 
if the whole of the 30,000 acres of sugar cane reaped in 1913 had been 
under B.6,450 the monetary gain to the planters would have been 
not less than £100,000. 


38. The Blue Book and the comparative table in paragraph 24 
above show the cotton exported during the calendar year. But the 
reaping and shipping season for a cotton crop extends from October 
to the following September. The following table gives the comparison 
by crops and not by calendar years :— 


Crop of Crop of | Decrease. 
1912-13. 1911-12. 
Acres “A =a ee 3,970 4,669 699 
Quantity, Ibs... .. 424,392 455,689 31,297 
Value me -t .. £23,222 £28,112 £4,890 


39. The steady reduction of area under cotton is due, as was pointed 
out last year, to the discouragement caused to planters by the sus- 
ceptibility of cotton to disease and insect pests. The efforts of the 
local Department of Agriculture to obtain, by selection and hybrid- 
isation, varieties capable of resisting insect pests and fungoid diseases 
and of giving a yield satisfactory in both quantity and quality are 
being continued. 


40. The shipments of bananas and mangoes to the United Kingdom 
have decreased during the year, and the efforts of the Department of 
Agriculture to establish a trade with the United Kingdom in yams 
and sweet potatoes have not yet achieved any success worth mentioning. 
The efforts, however, are still being continued. 
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41. The experimental export of melons to New York suffered from 


adverse cold storage conditions, and, though not to be classed as a 
failure, has not yet achieved success. 


Industries. 


42. There was a decrease of 87,937 gallons in the quantity of rum 
manufactured, the figures for the past four years being :— 


Gallons. 
1910 ee a Pa a 226,169 
1911 is Ss Me os 254,654 
1912 ae A i a 278,937 
1913 a a an 191,000 


43. The liquor licences issued for the past two years were :— 


1913. 1912. Increase. 
Number of licences ae 561 553 8 
Revenue therefrom .. £2,805 £2,765 £40 


44. The number of sugar estates has remained unchanged—320 
estates—of which 103 are equipped with steam works. 


45. The export of manjak has continued to decrease in quantity 
and increase in value. 


1913. 1912. Increase. Decrease. 
Manjak exported, tons _‘116 158 _ 42 
Value .. aM .e EROT £1,741 £226 — 


46. The local manufacture of oleomargarine has made most satis- 
factory progress, the export figures being :— 


19138. 1912. Increase. 
Pounds .. .. 158,900 102,150 56,750 
Value... wid £3,310 £2,128 = £1,182 


47. The export of locally manufactured crackers (biscuits) has 
considerably decreased. 


1913. 1912. Decrease. 
Pounds .. .. 701,765 1,043,895 342,130 
Value... sos £7,018 £13,048 £6,030 


The average price fell from £1 5s. to £1 per 100 lbs. 


48. There has been a considerable falling off in the receipts of the 
Barbados Light Railway Company, which decreased from £9,904 in 
1911-12 to £7,984 in 1912-13. 
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LEGISLATION. 


49. During the year under review fifty-one Acts were passed by the 
Legislature. Of these the more important are :— 


No. 1. An Act to facilitate the making of loans on the security of 
chattel buildings. The object of this Act is to authorise the lending 
and borrowing of money on the security of the property referred to. 
It takes all mortgages by deed of such property out of the operation 
of the Bills of Sales Act and provides that they shall be registered 
like mortgages of real property with the like effect of registration on 
priority as between different mortgagees and shall be realizable in the 
same manner as if they were executions on judgments. 


No. 6. An Act to amend the Education Act, 1890. This Act has 
three objects : (1) It incorporates the Education Board so that schools 
and other property owned by them are vested in continuous succession 
in that body; (2) it enables the Board, when necessary, to acquire 
land compulsorily ; and (3) it throws open to women the Barbados 
Scholarship of the annual value of £175 at any British and certain 
foreign universities. 


No. 9. An Act to provide for the Improvement of the City of 
Bridgetown. It authorises the purchase by the Government of cértain 
lands in the area burnt out by the fire in July, 1910, and the making 
of a new road in the City of Bridgetown through the lands so acquired. 
It also authorises the sale of any of the land so purchased which may 
not be required. 


No. 11. An Act to establish Limited Partnerships. The Act is a 
transcript, with formal omissions and modifications, of the Imperial 
Limited Partnerships Act of 1907. 


No. 17. An Act to amend the Police Act, 1908. The effect of this 
Act is that it changes the title of the present office of Sub-Inspector 
of Police to that of Inspector; it abolishes, as a statutory requirement, 
the condition that the Inspector General shall be an officer holding 
military or naval rank; it authorises the Governor to confer military 
rank, not above that of Captain, on the Inspector, and it restricts the 
Inspector General of Police to the use of one horse instead of two - 
horses, but provides for travelling expenses incurred in the performance 
of his duty. 


No. 38. An Act to amend the Prisons Act, 1890. The object of 
this Act is to authorise the taking of finger prints of prisoners and the 
Governor in Council is empowered to make rules as to measuring and 
photographing prisoners at any appointed place. 


No. 41. An Actto amend the Pension Act, 1907. This Act allows 
a public officer who, having served twenty years, is removed for general 
inefficiency to enjoy the benefits of the Pension Act, both as regards 
pension and assurance, in the same manner as if he had resigned from 
the service and had proved that he was permanently incapacitated 
for his duties and that the incapacity was not due to his own mis- 
conduct. 
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No. 46. An Act for incorporating the Barbados Automobile 
Association in the Island. of Barbados, with limited liability. This 
Act is a private one and incorporates an association of persons called 
“The Barbados Automobile Association” in a manner and with 
rights and subject to conditions that have been usual in similar cases 
in this Island. 


No. 47. An Act to amend the Trade Act, 1910. Under this Act 
infringing copies made out of the Island of works protected by the 
Imperial Copyright Act, 1911, may be kept out of circulation in the 
Island by a notice from the owner of the copyright or his agent to 
the Comptroller of Customs here, or to the Commissioners of Customs 
and Excise in England. Notice in either case to be publicly exposed 
in the local Customs House. 


EDUCATION. 


50. The total expenditure under this head was £22,958, a decrease 
of £475 on that for the previous year, due to smaller grants-in-aid to 
Public Elementary Schools. 


51. Codrington College, founded in 1745, opened as a College in 
1830 and affiliated to Durham University, has 20 scholars on the 
roll, as in the previous year. The Legislature votes four Island 
scholarships worth £40 each and tenable for two years at the College. 


52. The Revd. A. H. Anstey, Principal of Codrington College, 
in the Michaelmas term of 1912, opened a training institute for ele- 
mentary school teachers. This institute is not connected with the 
College but has been started privately by Mr. Anstey with the object 
of training elementary teachers for the Education Board. During 
1913 twelve such teachers were in residence at a cost to the Board 
of £300. 


53. The following table shows the statistics relating to first and 
second grade schools which receive legislative grants :— 








Name. | Legislative | ‘Pupils’ peas 
Grant. Fees. Rolls. 
{ | | 
Boys (First Grade) :— | £ £ 
Harrison College ‘3. an 1,000 2,035 148 
The Lodge School .. a 500 726 63 
Second Grade :— 
The Combermere School .. 450 968 175 
The Coleridge School . ae 100 60 17 
The Alleyne School .. fe 50 5 13 
The Parry School .. he 100 107 28 
The Foundation School, Christ) 
Church oh oe aS 100 110 52 
Girls (First Grade) :— 
Queen’s College pe Fen 400 795 98 
Second Grade :— 
The Alexandria School ae 175 94 25 
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- 54. The upper forms of the two first grade boys’ schools are 
examined annually by the Oxford and Cambridge Joint Schools 
Board, whilst the upper forms of the other schools are sent in for the 
Cambridge Junior and Senior Local Examinations. 


55. There are six exhibitions from primary to first grade schools 
of £25, tenable for six years; and there are 35 open first grade 
exhibitions of £10 each and 60 open second grade exhibitions of 
£5 each, tenable for varying periods. 


56. The following table gives the statistics for the primary 
schools :— 





























Govern- 
Number | Number | Average |ment Grant 
Denomination. of Schools.| on Rolls. | Attendance. for 
Salaries. 
| og 
Church of Hapland: oe 127 | «20,544 12,260 | 10,435 
Moravian .. aa 15 2,291 1,325 1,230 
Wesleyan .. ae Ba 15 2,855 1,705 | 1,462 
Total, 1913 .. i 157 25,690 15,290 13,127 
Total, 1912 .. | 161 26,276 15,124 13,019 
== if 
57. The total Government grant for primary education is £14,200, 


the balance of which over and above the grant for salaries is expended 
on books, furniture, etc. There is also a parochial grant of £1,025 
contributed in varying sums by the vestries of the island. 


58. The four ragged schools show 326 scholars on the rolls, the 
same number as for the previous year, with an average attendance’ 
of 188. The legislative grant was £95. 


59. Provision exists for an annual scholarship, called the Barbados 
Scholarship, opened during 1913, to girls as well as boys, of the value 
of £175 a year, tenable for four years during membership at one of the 
Universities of Europe or Canada or at any Agricultural or Technical 
College in Europe or America which may be approved by the Education 
Board. 





GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


60. The Barbados General Hospital, situated in Bridgetown, is 
maintained by a legislative grant but is not, strictly speaking, a 
Government institution and is not under Government control. It 
is governed by a. Court of 18 Directors, of whom 16—selected pursuant 
to statute—must either be Government officers, sitting ex-officio, 
or members of the Legislature, while the remaining two are life members. 
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61. The following table gives the principal statistics of the Hospital 
for the past two years :— 


Daily Average 
_ of patients. Admissions. Deaths. Outpatients. 
1913 ae 117 3,356 247 26,913 
1912 my 200 4,564 374 27,813 


The Government grant for the year was £7,850. 


62. The new buildings formally opened on April 28th, by Her 
Highness Princess Marie Louise of Schleswig-Holstein, were not ready 
for occupation before the end of the year. 


63. At the Lazaretto there were 12 admissions, 1 discharge and 
11 deaths, leaving 120 inmates at the end of the year. Compulsory 
segregation is not in force in the Colony. 


64. At the Lunatic Asylum the daily average number of patients 
remained practically the same as in 1912, viz., 399. The admissions 
numbered 132, the discharges 39 and the deaths 76. 


65. The revenue from the Asylum Farm was £654 and the expendi- 
ture thereon £302, which gives a profit of £352. 


66. At Glendairy Prison the daily average number of prisoners 
fell from 227 in 1912 to 216 in 1913, and the number of persons 
committed to penal imprisonment from 2,062 to 1,873. . 


67. The number at the Government Industrial School for boys 
fell from 161 at the end of 1912 to 156 at the end of 1913, with a daily 
average of 161. 


68. The number at the Government Industrial School for girls 
rose from 28 at the end of 1912 to 42 at the end of 1913, with a daily 
average of 35. 


69. The daily work table for both boys and girls gives 6 hours to 
agricultural and other manual labour and 23 hours to school. 


70. The expenditure on the Boys’ School, including cultivation 
of the estate, amounted to £3,012, on the Girls’ School to £755. The 
receipts from the estates cultivated amounted to £1,126. The nett 
cost of these institutions amounted, therefore, to £2,641. The cost of 
maintenance per boy was £6 4s. 8d., and per girl £9 2s. 103d. The 
size of the latter figure was due to the cost of a necessary change in 
the material for uniform. 
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71. The following table shows the transactions of the Savings 
Bank for the past two financial years :— 


March 31st, March 31st, 


1914. 1913. 
Number of Depositors .. .. 20,881 20,752 
£ oe 


Amount to credit of depositors .. 425,549 435,332 
Amount of invested funds (actual) 461,035 490,154 


The deposits during 1913-14 amounted to £209,339 and the with- 
drawals to £231,518. The interest paid on deposits is three per cent. 


72. The following table gives the particulars of friendly societies 
established to relieve members and their families in times of sickness 
and death :— 


1913. 1912. 

Number of societies es Ae 280 278 
a »» Moembers ai .. 42,850 46,668 

a », dependents .. .. 110,458 126,157 


In considering the above numbers it must be remembered that 
individuals may belong to more than one society. 


73. In spite of decreases, probably due to the’reduction in pros- 
perity caused by a short crop, the Savings Bank and friendly societies 
are good evidence of the prevalence of thrift. 





POST OFFICE. 


74. The following table gives the external postal statistics for the 
past two years :— 


Tnwards. 1913. 1912. 


Mails a $e a a3 1,638 1,662 
Bags, etc... aA cf Sa 4,424 4,228 
Letters, etc. rs Se .. 1,035,976 1,022,595 
Parcels .. 2S os .. 21,188 19,204 
Outwards. 
Mails Sa tes ms an 1,755 1,714 
Bags, etc... = Ra ee 2,979 2,795 
Letters, etc. , a .. 994,829 977,108 
Parcels .. a ie oes 5,628 5,311 


The increase in inward parcels is chiefly due to an increase of 1,508 
from the United States. 


75. The estimated number of internal letters, &c., dealt with 
“was 958,499, as compared with 860,151 in 1912. 
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76. The following table shows the remittances through the Post 
Office :-— 


Issued. 1913. 1912. 
Money Orders 33 ce .. 10,513 11,953 
British Postal Orders mi .. 6,555 6,021 

Paid. 

Money Orders 5 gs .» 101,465 90,049 
British Postal Orders ely leseie ADAOT 5,436 


77. The following table gives the principal places of destination 
and origin of Money Orders for the past two years :— 


Destination of Orders issued. 1913. 1912. 
i £ 

Great Britain a es .. 8,689 4,684 
United States ee 2,670 3,045 

Place of Origin of Oates = pid. 
Great Britain a 2,088 1,413 
Canada ‘ oe es .. * 6,071 5,093 
United States ie me .. 19,507 17,128 
Panama Canal Zone a .. 63,816 56,042 


78. The following table gives the revenue and expenditure of 
the Post Office for the past two years :— 


1913. 1912. 
£ - 
Revenue .. a o 9,231 10,335 
Expenditure aa 3 7,440 7,693 
Net Revenue af we 1,791 2,642 


The reduction in revenue is due to the falling off from the abnormal 
sale to dealers of postage stamps of the new King George V design 
in 1912. 





CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


79. The comparison with the previous year is :— 


1913. 1912. 
Summary convictions .. 11,963 11,592 
Convictions in Superior Courts 65 60 


80. The percentage of convictions to population (estimated for 
1913 as 173. an) has risen as follows :— 


911 aie , oe 6°49 
1912 Be te Be as 6°76 
1913 Se oe Be x 6:93 


81. The number of convictions for preedial larceny fell from 
- 1,055 in 1912 to 860 in 1913. 


82. The number of cane fires increased from 123 in 1912 to 155 
in 1913. Steps were taken at the beginning of 1914 for the appointment 
of a Commission to soa on this serious evil. 
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VITAL STATISTICS. 


83. The population of the Colony on December 31st, 1913, was 
estimated to be :—72,066 males, 101,293 females; total 173,359 ; 
an estimated increase of 1,156 on the total for December 31st, 1912. 
These figures are based on those of the census of 1911, with corrections 
for births, burials, immigration ad emigration. 


84. The following table gives the births, deaths, and marriages for 
the past two years :— 


1913. 1912. Decrease. 
Births. . ae -. 5,511 6,338 827 
Birth rate per 1,000 .. 31-9 368 49 
Burials Pas .. 3,674 7,066 3,392 
Death rate per 1,000 21:3 41-0 19°8 
Marriages... ae 591 702 111 


85. Illegitimate births numbered 3,359, or 60°5 per cent. of total 
births. 


86. The burials of children under a year old numbered 1,173, giving 
a rate of 213 per 1,000 births. This shows a decrease of 1,469 such 
burials and 203 in the rate per 1,000 on the figures for 1912. This 
satisfactory reduction is to be explained by the abnormal rate caused 
by the distress of 1912. 





METEOROLOGY. 


87. The following is the record of barometric pressure at the Govern- 
ment Meteorological Station, corrected for temperature and gravity 
and reduced to sea level. 

1913. Average previous ten years. 


Inches. Inches. 
Mean pressure, 9 a.m. .. 29°918 29°950 
Mean pressure, 3 p.m. .. 29°854 29°884 


This comparison is reduced in value by the fact that barometric 
pressure was not corrected for gravity until 1911. 


The comparison of highest and lowest pressures recorded is :— 


1913. Previous ten years. 
Inches. Inches. 
Highest .. 80°043, Feb. 27th. 30088, Feb. 16th, 1908. 


Lowest .. 29721, Nov. 24th. 29°712, Oct. 17th, 1912. 
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88. The following is the temperature record :— 


1913. Previous ten years. 
Degrees Fahr. Degrees Fahr. 
Mean maximum 83:2 84-1 
Mean minimum 6 7149 75:5 
Mean temperature .. 791 79°8 
Greatest monthly range 21-9 231 
Least monthly range . . 165 16:5 
Mean monthly range .. 18-9 19:2 


The comparison of extremes is :— 


1913. Previous ten years. 
Degrees Fahr. Degrees Fahr. ° 
Maximum extreme .. 883, May 17th. 90:1, April 17th, 1905, 
: and Sept. 28th, 1912. 
Minimum extreme .. 63:0, Jan. 26th. 61:0, Feb. 20th, 1911. 


89. The following is the record of relative humidity :— 


1913. Average for ten previous years. 


Per cent. Per cent. 
Mean, 9 a.m. aie 69:3; 696 
Mean, 3pm. .. 66:4 66°6 


90. The following is the record of wind velocity :— 


1913. Average for previous ten years. 
Miles per hour. Miles per hour. 
Mean velocity .. 12'4 11:3 


The maximum and minimum recorded were :-— 


1918. Previous ten years. 

Miles per hour. Miles per hour. 
Maximum velocity .. 23:1, Jan. 7th. 26°8, Feb. 7, 1909. 
Minimum velocity .. 85, Oct. 22nd. 11, July 30th, 1909. 


91. The following is the record of rainfall at the Government 
Meteorological Station :— 


1913. Average for previous ten years. 


Inches. Inches. 

Total registered .. 46°18 44-96 
Days on which rain 

fell - 205 160 


The greatest fall in 1913 was 3:17 inches on July 13th. 


The average rainfall from 138 stations was 56°84 inches. The 
average rainfall from 178 stations for the previous years was 56°33 
inches. : 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 


92. As mentioned in last year’s report, Mr. E. H. Cunningham-Craig 
reported in March, 1913, on the oil-bearing prospects of Barbados. 
His conclusion was “that a prosperous, if not very large, local industry 
in oil producing and refining can be established in this Colony.” The 
steps for establishing such an industry have since been under con- 
sideration by the Legislature. 


93. The increase in tourists visiting the island is shown in paragraph 
31 above. The increase in remittances and money brought back 
from Panama is shown in paragraphs 33 and 77 ; in the transit export 
trade in paragraph 27. The coaling business showed a decline in the 
previous year, but still gave a marked advance on the year prior to 
1912. The number of visitors arriving to stay in the island appears 
to have been maintained. 


94. Barbados depends primarily on agriculture—sugar and cotton 
—for her prosperity. The sugar crop of 1913 was 13,488 tons less than 
that for 1912, and owing to a fall in price showed a decrease in value 
exported of £229,007. The increase in the cotton crop was more than 
set off by a drop in price, which caused a fall of £4,207 in value 
exported; and yet the revenue was only £6,759 less than that for 
the previous year. 


95. This slight fall, in no way commensurate with the fall in the 
staple industry, appears to show the stable nature of the Colony’s 
prosperity. It points to the value of the various subsidiary channels 
of revenue alluded to in paragraph 93 and other less easily gauged 
sources. It proves a satisfactory condition, on which the island is to 
be congratulated. 


J. A. Burpon, 


Colonial Secretary. 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, 


Barbados, 
7th November, 1914. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 
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REPORT ON HE MAURITIUS BLUE BOOK 
FOR 1918. 


I—FINANCIAL. 


General Revenue and Expenditure. 
Revenue. 


The revenue for the year 1912-13 amounted to Rs. 11,035,641, 
being Rs. 634,941 above the estimate and Rs. 1,053,132 above the 
average for the five years immediately preceding. 

The following is a comparative statement showing the actual 
revenue frum normal sources collected during the financial years 
1911-12 and 1912-18 :-— 


























Head of Revenue. 1911-12. 1912-13. | Increase. | Decrease. 
Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs. 
1. Customs .., tee oa 3,841,092 4,024,768 183,676 wee 
2. Harbour... a - 206,930 224,615 17,685 
3. Licenses, Excise, &c, ...| 2,545,369 2,758,694 208,325 ey 
4, Fees of Court, &c. es 340,871 340,121 as 150 
5. Post and Telegraphs .., 217,604 224,360 6,756 tee 
6. Railways ... see ie 2,334,982 2,480,554 145,572 es! 
7. Rent ene tase vee ‘70,466 69,368 on 1,098 
8. Interest... oe oo 828,363 865,241 36,878 te 
9. Miscellaneons .., of 47,352 52,189 4,787 és 
10,438,029 | 11,034,860 603,679 1,848 
10. Land Sales... os tue 2,619 781 tes 1,838 
Total ... vs| 10,485,648 | 11,035,641 603,679 3,686 
Net increase of normal revenue| wae mae 599,993 

















The revenue of 1912-13 was the highest yet recorded, that of the 
next best year, 1910-11 being Rs. 10,889,989. The heads of 
revenue under which the receipts in 1912-13 show the greatest 
disparity as compared with 1911-12 are Licenses, Excise, &c., 
Customs and Railways, the receipts being Rs. 208,325, 
Rs. 188,676 and Rs. 145,572 less respectively in 1911-12 than 
in 1912-18. Import duties in 1912-13 yielded Rs. 194,216 
above the estimate, the increase being due to the large demands 
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for goods resulting from the increased purchasing power of the 
population, while Export duties yielded Rs. 64,449 less than was 
anticipated owing partly to an overestimate of the sugar crop and 
partly to the additional duty of 2 cents per 100 kilos of sugar being 
credited to the Station Agronomique Funds. There were small 
increases as compared with 1911-12 under Harbour of Rs. 17,685, 
Post and Telegraphs Rs. 6,756, Interest of Rs. 36,878 due to the 
temporary investment of the surplus balances of the Colony by 
the Crown Agents, and Miscellaneous of Rs. 4,787. 


There was on the 30th, of June 1912 a surplus balance of 
Rs, 2,493,907. The revenue for the year 1912-13 exceeded the 
expenditure by Rs. 800,037 bringing up the surplus at the 30th. of 
June 1913 to Rs. 3,693,944. From this sum there had been 
advanced on account of Railway re-equipment Rs. 3,348,646. The 
accounts for the first half of the current financial year show that 
the revenue amounted to Rs, 5,487,149 and the expenditure to 
Rs. 5,337,411. The expenditure was Icss than the revenue by 
Rs. 149,727 and at the 31st. of December 1915 the surplus balance 
had been increased to Rs. 3,843,681. From the Ist. of July to 
the 31st. of December 1913 advances amounting to Rs. 188,934 
were made for Railway re-equipment and Irrigation Works. The 
total amount so advanced up to the 3lst. of December 1913 was 
Rs. 3,532,580 and the actual surplus balance at that date was 
accordingly reduced to Rs. 311,101. 


Expenditure. 


The expenditure for the year 1912—13 amounted to Rs. 10,235,605, 
which is Rs. 811,150 above the original estimate, Rs. 391,625 above 
the expenditure for the previous year and Rs. 666,415 above the 
average of the preceding five years. The amounts originally 
estimated to be expended during the year were exceeded to an 
appreciable extent under the following Heads: Pensions Rs. 31,800, 
Port and Marine Rs. 19,200 chiefly due to the construction of a 
pontoon and the erection of a crane thereon ; Medical and Health 
Rs. 81,200 owing to the measures taken to combat small-pox, 
Miscellaneous Rs. 45,900, Forests Rs. 14,000 to meet expenditure 
in connection with the destruction of the phytalus smithi, Railways 
Rs. 193,700 consequent on the enhanced cost of materials, on the 
rise in the price of coal and on its increased consumption on account 
of the heavier rolling stock introduced, Public Works Extra- 
ordinary, Rs. 118,000 chiefly in connection with the enlargement 
of the Royal College. The following are the principal Heads under 
which the actual expenditure was less than the original estimate 
for the year :—Education (Rs. 45,000), Law and Justice (Rs. 47,000), 
Immigration and] Poor Relief (Rs. 42,000), Police (Rs. 26,000) and 
Agriculture (Rs. 25,000). 


COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


7 


The following is a comparative statement of the Expenditure for 
the years 1911-12 and 1912-13 :— 




















Head of Service. 1911-12. 1912-13. | Increase. | Decrease. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
1, Charge on account of Public 
Debt : 1,244,986 1,266,963 21,977 . 
2. Pensions 671,534 693,293 21,759 . 
8. Governor and Legis ature... 79,048 69,065 ay 9,983 
4, Colonial Secretariat, 88,964 90,595 1,631 oe 
5. Treasury 185,139 181,326 the 8,813 
6. Audit 53,5387 50,471 3,066 
7. Customs z aad 118,589 108,150 arr 10,439 
8. Port and Marine ... 126,914 133,656 6,742 oe 
9. Observatory 15,684 15,593 ae 91 
10. Public Library and. Museum 8,136 8,086 50 
11. Registrar General .. 32,657 19,726 a 12,931 
12. Registration and Mortgage 42,529 44,906 2,377 ns 
18. Archives oe é 5,862 7,381 1,519 we 
14, Law and Justice ... 399,536 381,528 : 18,008 
15. Ecclesiastical 152,718 152,636 at 82 
16. Police 522,865 527,107 4,242 ee 
17. Prisons and Reformatory... 165,757 160,857 ae 4,900 
18. Medical and Health and 
Quarantine c 829,091 966,174, 137,083 tee 
19. Education ... Bee 604,277 594,414 ie 9,863 
20. Immigration and "Poor 
Relief 315,107 283,638 one 31,469 
21. Dependencies 55,760 57,638 1,878 fie 
22. Military Expenditure 513,256 467,504 ae 45,752 
23. Miscellaneous 734,449 665,850 x 68,599 
24. Post and Telegraphs 159,291 171,118 11,827 Se 
25. Forests and Gardens 217,996 178,229 ee, 39,767 
26. Agriculture oe 35,012 35,012 dea 
27. Railways... 1,677,237 1,889,344 212,110 
28. Public Works Department 111,624 115,576 3,952 pe 
29. Public Works Recurrent.. 547,477 498,003 ‘ibe 49,474 
30. Public Works Extraordinar’ 7 154,046 391,835 | 237,780 Bs 
31. Loan Commission .. 9,914 9,928 14 
Total ... 9,843,980 | 10,285,605 699,912 308,287 
Net Increase 391,625 
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Assets and Liabilities, 


The assets of the Colony on the 80th. of June 1913 were 
Rs. 2,571,846 and the liabilities Rs. 2,221,549, the assets thus 
exceeding the liabilities by Rs. 350,297. 


The assets included :— Rs, 
Cash in the hands of the Receiver General and 
sub-accountants LAS abe a .. = =—899,715 
Investments at cost... 679,869 
Temporary investments at Bank rate £ 62, 000 
atls. 4d... f 930,000 
Miscellaneous advances See 542,634 


Advances on account of loan authorized for 
mechanical seneee (Ordinance No. 34 


of 1902) ae en ee a 18,128 
Drafts and Remittances. ae wee woe 6,500 

The liabilities were :-— 
General Deposits me ise see wes 2,080,220 
Government of India ... se ie we 112,514 
Drafts and Remittances ea eee uae 26,791 
Loan Funds, unexpended as a 2,024 


There was brought to account during the year expenditure 
amounting to Rs. 3,343,646 on Railway re-equipment. 


Public Debt. 


The total indebtedness of the Colony on the 30th. of June 1913 
was £ 1,285,390 and the Sinking Funds amounted to £ 327,949, 
leaving a net debt of £ 957,441 as against £ 966,132 on 30th. June 
1912, as compared with a debt of £ 1,147,409 and a revenue 
of £ 471, 172 in 1894. 

Under Ordinances No. 10 of 1876, No. 1U of 1879 and No. 2 
of 1887 outstanding debentures are redeemed by annual drawings. 
Provision is made for the repayment of other loans by means of a 
sinking fund. 

The raising of a loan of £70,000 for the purpose of making 
advances to Planters to assist them in substituting mechanical for 
animal transport on their estates was authorized by Ordinance No. 34 
of 1902. The loan was not raised but advances were made partly from 
temporary advances obtained from the Crown Agents and partly 
from Treasury balances. The amount lent had been settled in full 
in September 1913. 

The Railway (Improvement) Loan Ordinance 1910 authorizes 
the raising of a loan of £270,000 for the improvement and 
re-equipment of the Railways. The loan has not yet been raised, 
the expenditure incurred to the 3lst. December 1918, amounting 
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to Rs. 3,521,565, having been met by payment from surplus cash 
balances. 


Currency and Banking. 


The Currency of the Colony consists of :— 
(1) The following Mauritius bronze and silver coins which 


are legal tender up to Rs. 5 : 


(a) Bronze: 1 cent, 2 cents, 5 cents, 
(b) Silver : 10 cents, 20 cents. 
(2) The silver rupee of India with its silver subdivisions. 
(3) Mauritius Government notes of Rs. 50, Rs. 1U and Rs. 5. 
On the 30th. June 19138, the value of Currency notes in cireu- 
lation was Rs. 5,080,250. The specie held amounted to Rs. 2,542,000 
and the Investment and Depreciation Lunds to Rs. 2,538,250 and 
Rs. 856,244 respectively. 
The Banks which do business in the Colony are the Bank of 
Mauritius Limited and the Mauritius Commercial Bank. 


Monicrpatiry or Porr Lous. 


The following is a comparative statement of the revenue and 
expenditure of the Municipality of Port Louis for the five years 
1909 to 1913 :— 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
1909 ie he vee 484,841 476,448 
1910 ee me vse 523,404 504,058 
1911 aa on 510,285 498,614 
1912 oe ne we 515,504 509,944 
1913 «. 529,332 535,447 


The indebtedness of the Municipality up to the end of the year 
and the provision for payment are shown below :— 
Repayments to 


Loan. Amount. be made in 1918, 
Conversion Loan... rn ... £106,700 £ 2,865 
Electric Lighting Loan... Fh 7,834 333 
Municipality Loan, 1908... wea 3,286 142 
Municipality Loan, 1909... a 4,286 178 

£ 121,606 £ 3,018 





Government Hurricane Loan, 1892... Rs. 34,853 Rs. 8,208 
Manure Factory and Night Soil Ser- 

vice Loan a Pes abd 6,000 2,000 
Munieipality Loan, 1993... oe 10,000 2,000 





Rs. 50,853 Rs. 12,208 
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Locat Boarps. 


There are Boards of Commissioners for the towns of Curepipe, 
Beau Bassin and Rose Hill, and Quatre Bornes which are entrusted 
with the general improvement and conservancy of these towns. By 
Ordinance No. 4 of 1913, the Board of Curepipe has been entrusted 
with the powers and duties, sanitary control excepted, of the Health 
Department in respect of Slaughter Houses, Public Markets and 
Butchers’ Shops. 

The Board of Curepipe receives the amount of taxes on vehicles 
and animals collected in the town and of licenses paid by traders 
and others. The Board may also levy a tax not exceeding one per 
cent. on house property. The two other Boards receive the amount 
of the taxes paid on vehicles and animals in the towns and may also 
levy a similar tax on house property. 

The following tables show the revenue and expenditure of the 
Boards for the past five financial years :— 






































Curnpirn. 
1908-09.) 1909-10.] 1910-11.] 1y11-12,| 1912-13. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Revenue ...| 73,759 | 90,966 | 68,510 | 73,186 | 74,883 
Expenditure ...] 72,516 | 85,360 | 72,008 | 76,420 | 71,148 
Brau Bassin anp Rose Hit. 
1908-09.) 1909-10.} 1910-11.) 1911-12.) 1912-138. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Revenue ...| 33,541 | 35,804 | 36,996 | 34,811 | 37,959 
Expenditure ...) 38,476 | 34,639 | 36,651 | 36,507 | 87,921 
Quatre Bornes. 
1908-09.| 1909-10.} 1910-11.} 1911-12.} 1912-18. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Revenue ...) 18,842 | 12,513 | 12,748 | 18,374 | 18,216 
Expenditure ...| 18,508 | 12,615 | 11,096 | 11,720 | 14,152 
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Below will be found a statement of the debts of the Boards :— 
Curepipe Net amountof Debt. Rs. 42,500 
Beau Bassin and Rose Hill o Rs. 2,600 
Quatre Bornes sy Nil 

There isa District Board for each of the eight rural districts of 
the Island. To them is entrusted under Ordinance No. 9 of 1900 
the maintenance of the branch roads. 

They receive as revenue a contribution from Government equi- 
valent to 10 °/, of the direct taxes collected in each district during 
the year and an addition of 10 °/, to the direct taxes to be levied in 
each year in each district, exclusive of Port Louis and the Town- 
ships. The additional 10 °/, to be levied on the direct taxes may be 
increased to 25 °/, subject to the approval of the Governor in 
Executive Council. The Government contribution amounted in 
1912-138 to Rs. 11,816. 

The powers of the District Boards were extended by Ordinance 
No. 35 of 1902 to include the construction, maintenance and 
management of water works. For this purpose they receive an annual 
contribution from Government, which in 1912-18 amounted to 
Rs. 76,000, and also the proceeds of water rates and of charges paid 
for water supplies. 


IIl.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRIES. 
Imports and Exports.§ 


The Customs returns for the year 1913 show the aggregate 
value of Imports and Exports, exclusive of specie, to be Rs. 68,156,409, 
the value of Imports being Rs. 35,864,703 as compared with 
Rs. 32,002,440 in 1912. Import duties show an increase of 
Rs. 266,590 as compared with 1912. 

Most of the material imported from the United Kingdom for 
the re-equipment of the Railways, valued at about Rs. 135,000 (as 
returned by the Railway Department) or Rs. 92,000 less than in 
1912, has been classified under the head ‘‘ Hardware and Cutlery ”, 
which shows a decrease of Rs. 88,000 when compared with the 
value of last year’s imports. 

The aggregate value of Imports and Exports, excluding specie, 
for the years 1909 to 1913 was as follows :— 











Year. Imports. Exports. Total. 

1909... Rs. 27,013,970 ... Rs. 34,424,923 ... Rs. 61,438,893 
1910... 35,014,664: ... 36,528,536 ... 71,543,200 
wll... 37,440,332*... 40,414,328 ... 77,854,660* 
1912... = 32,002. 440*... 36,893,269 ...  68,895,709* 
1913... 35,864,703*... 32,291,706 ... 68,156,409* 





§ The value of cows and oxen imported from Madagascar is shown by a 
statistical error at Rs. 1.223.712 in the Blue Book. The actual value was 
Rs. 480,744. ‘Ihe corrected figures are given in this report. 

* Including Railway re-equipment materials, 
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The value of Imports from, and Exports to, the United 
Kingdom, British Possessions and Foreign Countries during the 
same years is shown below, (specie is not included) :— 











Imports from Exports to 

(Unit Rs. 1,000.) (Unit Rs. 1,000.) 
Yeat- | United British &E | United British | 3 
oS eo 
Kingdom. | Possessions. é 2 Kingdom. | Possessions. E z 
oO oO 
1909 7,437 12,288 | 7,287 4,315 29,667 441 
1910 | 11,282 16,225 | 7,506 8,267 27,863 397 
1911 11,995* ° 18,130 | 7,313] 13,397 22,170 | 4,846 
1912 | 11,504* 14,117 | 6,382 4,467 32,038 389 
1918 | 12,149* 15,599 | 8,117 5,955 24,886 | 1,450 




















The following tables show the percentage of Imports from, and 
Exports to, the United Kingdom, British Possessions and Foreign 
Countries during each of the last five years :— 

















Imports. 
From 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913 
United Kingdom 27.5 32.2 32.1* 36.0* 33.9* 
British Possessions...] 45.5 46.4 48.4 44.1 43.5 
Foreign Countries ...) 27.0 21.4 19.5 19.9 22.6 
Exports. 
To 1909 | 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1918 
United Kingdom ... ...{ 12.5 | 22.6 | 33.1 | 12.2 | 18.4 
British Possessions ... ..| 86.2 | 76.3 | 54.9] 86.8] 77.1 
Foreign Countries ... | 13 11] 12.0 1.0 4,5 





An examination of the returns of imports and exports shows 
that—the United Kingdom and British Possessions supply most of 
the Colony’s needs and purchase nearly all its produce ; the supplies 
from Foreign Countries are mainly in the groups (1) Food, Drink 
and Tobacco and (2) Manufactured Articles. 


* Including Railway re-equipment materials. 
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The trade of the Colony is principally with the United Kingdom 
and India and in normal years the trade with India represents nearly 
one-half of the aggregate import and export trade. 

In 1913 the value of the imports in the group Food, Drink and 
Tobacco was greater by about 3 million of rupecs than in the 
previous year. There was also an increase of 1} million of rupees 
in the group Manufactured Articles, while the imports of Raw 
Materials show a decrease of more than } a million of rupees. 

The chief articles contributing to the customs revenue in 1913 
were : 


Tobacco and Cigars ... ie .. Rs. 861,000 
Grain (including rice, dholl, ‘ete.) ane ee 607,000 
Cotton Manufactures nek ie ne 155,000 
Wines aan oat ee 154,000 
Oil (nanufactared) eh ee a 148,000 
Spirits naa by ae ae eee 129,000 
Matches ne hy ok ba ee 115,000 
Haberdashery F 101,000 
The export duty on sugar yielded Rs. 563, 316. 
Imports. 


The value of the imports in 1913 was greater by approximately 
4 millions of rupees than in the previous year and less by 1} million 
of rupees than in 1911. 

The largest increases as compared with 1912 occur under the 


following heads : 
Corn, Grain, &. . eek .Rs, 2,098,000 
Machinery (Local Industries) ay va 867,000 
Manures and Fertilizers... oi fe 626,000 
Coals... .. vee woe wae ee 818,000 
Postal Parcels ee ve aay ae 206,000 
Haberdashery _ AY nan eis 183,000 
Oil. 149, 000 
The largest decreases occur under the following heads : 
Cement . oa te vies . Rs. 866,000 
Gunny Bag S 151,000 


The meat suyely of the Island is obtained from Madagascar 
from which country it is shown that there were imported in 1918 
7,587 oxen against 7,397 in 1912. The imports of rice, which is the 
chief article of food of the majority of the popufation, was 
approximately 64,000 tons (metric) as compared with 50,000 tons in 
the previous year, the value of the importations being Rs. 8,514,000 
in 1913, and Rs. 6,605,000 in 1912. India supplied practically all 
the rice imported ; the importations from Madagascar amounted to 
2,386 tons, from Cochin China 1,871 tons, from China 176 tons, 
and 16 tons were imported from Singapore. Theimports of dholl 
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from India rose from 4,577 tons value Rs. 508,000 to 5,220 tons 
value Rs. 586,000. 

The importations of coal increased from 56,984 tons to 61,090, 
the United Kingdom continuing to be the principal source of 
supply. 

There was an increase of Rs. 367,000 in the value of imports of 
machinery for local industries and of Rs. 318,000 in machinery for 
mechanical transport. The following tables give the value and 
country of origin of importations under the heads Machinery and 
Mechanical Transport for the years 1909 to 1913. 














Machinery, 
Country. | 1909 | 1910 1911 | 1912 | 1918 Total. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, 
United Kingdom..| $29,155) 1,028,122 | 1,125,953 | 667,535] 1,078,799 | 4,229,564 
France +] 18,616 29,716 428,267 | 121,746 58,799 657,144 
Belgium or, 867| 3,414 786 2,101) 6,328 13,496 
Germany seileaoe oe see 646) 11,748 12,389 
Other Countries..., 810} 463 4,281 oh 3,406 8,960 





Total ..,| 349,448] 1,061,715 | 1,559,287 | 792,028] 1,159,075 | 4,921,553 





Mechanical Transport. 





Country. 1909 | 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913 | Total. 





Rs. Bs. Rs. Rs, Bs. Bs. 








Germany ...| 210,402| 398,845] 150,587) 89,965) 185,898} 985,697 
Belgium «| 62,696) 140,277| 72,232) 53,043) 116,098] 444,346 
United Kingdom || 59,726] 106,909] 29,838} 17,472) 221,096] 434,541 
France «| 15,219 927)... we 62} 16,208 
Italy nes any as ast 148) 148 

Total «+,| 848,043] 646,958) 252,157] 160,480, 473,302/1,880,940 

















The value of machinery for local industries imported in 1918 
was Rs. 1,159,000 and the imports during the last five years amount 
to Rs. 4,922,000. Practically all the machinery comes from the 
United Kingdom, the rolling stock for the light tramways being of 
foreign manufacture. 

The use of motor cars and motor cycles has developed rapidly in 
the last 6 years. In 1907 13 cars and 2 cycles were imported and in 


COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL, ao) 


1908 6 cars and 3 cycles, while during the last 5 years 294 cars 
valued at Rs. 1,418,000 and 75 cycles valued at Rs. 50,000 have 
been imported. The number of motor cars imported in 1913 was 
75 valued at Rs. 360,000, and of cycles'22 valued at Rs. 17,000. 

The following table shows the principal countries which export 
goods to Mauritins and the value of the goods exported, exclusive 
of specie, in the years 1912 and 1913 :— 


Country. Exports to Mauritius. 

_— 1912 1918 
British India ... .. Rs. 12,186,000 ... Rs. 18,463,000 
United Kingdom a *11,504,000 ... *12,149,000 
France ... aa ay, 2,906,000 ... 3,444,000 
Madagascar... es 617,000... 996,358 
Australia as A 396,000... 608,000 
United States ... eal 847,000 ... 863,000 
Germany ae Me 354,000... 431,000 
Transvaal A wee 311,000... 215,000 
Cape Colony ... “ek 564,000... 739,000 
Natal tes ie 181,000... 159,000 
Belgium ee = 544,000... 593,000 
Réunion es et 356,000 ... 373,000 
Straits Settlements ... 871,000 ... 178,000 
China ... ave Pee 154,000 ... 145,000 
Cochin China ... : 300 293,000 


The United Kingdom, British India or British Possessions are 
the largest suppliers of wearing apparel, bacon, gunny bags, beer in 
casks and bottles, books, bran, chemicals for manures, cement, coal, 
confectionery, dholl, gram, oats, rice, flour, cotton, salt fish, ghee, 
hardware and entlery, iron nails, wrought iron, boots and shoes, 
machinery for local industries, manure (bone), salt, soap, whisky, 
stationery, tea, tin, umbrellas (cotton), shooks, sleepers, timber, 
woollen goods. 

Foreign countries are the main source of supply for apothecaries’ 
wares, oxen, butter, clocks and watches, enamelled ware, glassware, 
haberdashery, jewellery, light tramway wagons, locomotives and 
materials, matches, motor cars, petroleum, cigarette paper, per- 
fumery, potatoes, brandy, gin, wine, sulphur, tobacco (manufac- 
tured) and cigars, toys, candles, umbrellas (silk). 


Exports. 


The total value of the Exports, excluding,specie but including 
charges, was in 1912 Rs, 36,893,269 and in 1918 Rs. 32,291,706. 





*Tncluding Railway re-equipment materials, 
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The following table shows the value and the destination of the 
products of the Colony, other than sugar, which were exported in 
J912 and 1913; 











Exported to 
Product. Year. : a 7 
nein teens eas ae 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Molasses 1912 30 176,348 176,378 
1918 4 61,298 8 61,310 
Rum 1912 4,592 13,911 18,502 
1913 4,416 17,914 22,330 
Aloe Fibre 1912 640,663 584 40,731 681,978 
1913 103,654, 49,365 100,549 853,568 




















The following table shows the principal countries to which 
sugar was exported during the calendar years 1912 and 1913 : 


1912, 1918. 

Country. Tons.* Tons.* 
British India .. 148,361 127,620 
United Kingdom : 20,869 31,170 
Cape Colony ... aes 10,560 14,387 
Australia $ 26,273 2,132 
Hong-Kong 2,017 3,293 
Portuguese - East Africa 429 1,085 
Natal... 575 852 
Seychelles 479 310 
Aden... 657 312 
British East Africa 316 279 
Zanzibar 275 97 
France ... 177 5,378 
Belgium ee Rteas 201 
Ceylon Adee 629 


It will be observed that British India continues to be the 
largest purchaser of Mauritius sugar. The exports to Europe rose 
from 21,000 tons in 1912 to 3, 000 in 19138. The exports to 
Australia, which were formerly about one-third of the total crop, 
fell from 26,000 tons in 1912 to 2,000 tons in 1913. 


* Metric Ton = 1,000 kilogrammes. 
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The Department of Aericulture which was established under 
Ordinance No. 30 of 1912 commenced its operations on the 10th, of 
May 1913. The Station A omique which had been in existence 
from 1893 and the Burcau of Agricultural Statistics of the Chamber 
of Agriculture dating from 1909 were absorbed into the new 
Department. To it was also transferred the control of the gardens 
of Pamplemousses and Curepipe and of the Réduit grounds. which 
had hitherto been in the hands of the Director of Forests, 











SUGAR. 


The agricultural returns compiled by the statistical division of 
the Department of Agriculture show that on December 31st. 1913 
a total of 153,416 arpents was under cultivation in sugar-cane. 
This area shows an extension of 5,519 arpents over the area 
recorded for 1912. A portion of this large increase may be 
accounted for by the nee that statistical data is becoming more and 
more accurate every year, but there has been without doubt during 
the year an extension of “ayn thousand arpents under sugar-cane 
cultivation mainly in the districts of Pamplemousses, Rivigre du 
Rempart and Grand Port. Certain properties which formerly had 
large areas under wild aloe fibre or waste have extended their 
cultivation or have leased these lands for cane cultivation to small 
planters. Of the total area UB 416 arpents under sugarcane, 
cultivated 60.902 = z i 50) 








18 mauritius, 1918, 


average sclling price was about Rs. 7.00 in 1912-13, the highest 
price recorded for the last nine years being Rs. 9.71 in 1904-05, 
and the lowest Rs. 6.6U in 1966-07. 

The weight and monetary value of the crop for the last 5 years 
is shown below :— 


Vents Total Produce Monetary value 
a Tons. unit Rs, 1,000,000. 
1909-10 42.5 
1910-11 31.6 
1911-12 32.9 
1912-13 29.8 
J913-14 84.7 





Considerable activity took place during the year towards the 
further improvement of the machinery of the sugar factories. 

Ten new boilers were installed in the furnaces of the factories, 
economizers were increascd by two, and two “ secherics ” or bagasse 
driers were dispensed with. Defecators have been increased by 44 
and settling tanks reduced by 31. In the crystallizing sections of 
the factories large improvements have been made. 

Nine additional vacuum pans have been erected and 103 new 
erystallizers-in-motion installed. Thirty-five centrifugals of the 
Weston type were installed during the year and further economies 
in lakour resulted thereby. 
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TEA. 


The area under tea cultivation is increasing slowly. Some new 
plantations were made during the year. The crop was a large one 
and a slight reduction in price has resulted. The locally grown tea is 
a entirely disposed of on local markets and the demand is 
limited. 


VANILLA. 


The prices for vanilla were satisfactory during the year and 
some new plantations have been made. Vanilla disease is prevalent 
in some localities, but it appears to be probable that if this disease 
is kept in check some further plantings of vanilla may be expected. 


LIVE STOCK. 


“"~ Data relating to stock on sugar estates show that there has 
been an increase of 3,608 head of horned stock, the number of 
animals for 19138 and 1912 being 22,141 and 18,533 respectively. 
This increase is partly accounted for by the fact that surra has not 
recently been so prevalent as in some former years, partly because 
implemental tillage is increasing on sugar estates, and partly by 
reason of the fact that Indians resident on sugar-estates are 
encouraged to keep cows in order that the estate may readily 
obtain its supplies of farmyard manure, The number of goats was 
8,925 compared with 5,571 in 1912. 


PRICES OF ARTICLES OF CONSUMPTION. 


The prices of many articles of consumption have generally 
increased during the year. A large increase took place in the prices 
of rice by reason of the shortage of the Indian crop, and the price 
of coffee was considerably above normal. 


CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT SOCIETIES, 


Ordinance No. 4 of 1913 which was promulgated on the 19th. 
of November of the same year, provides for the constitution and 
control of Co-operative Credit Societies with the object of encouraging 
thrift, self-help and co-operation among agriculturists, artisans 
and persons of limited means. At the end of 1913 eleven societies 
had been registered under the provisions of that Ordinance with a 
total membership of over 1,000 and a capital of about Rs. 20,000. 
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The following comparative tables show the number, tonnage 
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These tables show that 197 vessels with a tonnage of 417,619 
reported during the year against 187 with a tonnage of 385,258 in 
the previous year, giving a total increase of 10 in the number of 
vessels and of 32,361 in tonnage. 197 vessels with a tonnage of 
415,408 cleared as against 184 with a tonnage of 387,834 in the 
previous year, showing an increase of 13 vessels and of 27,574 in 
tonnage. 

The increase in the number reported is divided between those 
reporting with cargo and those reporting in ballast as follows : 





Reported with cargo... ee « 2 tonnage 30,499 
SS » ballast ee yee One aa 1,862 
10 32,361 


The clearances show an increase of 13 vessels and of 27,574 in 
tonnage. Divided between vessels cleared with cargo and vessels 
cleared in ballast, the figures are as follows : 





Cleared with cargo ts .. — 4 tonnage 9,801 
» 9 ballase... vee $17 » 17,778 
+13 27,574 


Distinguishing steam vessels from sailing vessels there has been 
a decrease of 23 in the number reporting and of 35,779 in tonnage 
as compared with the previous year and an increase of 22 in the 
number cleared and of 29,218 in tonnage. The number of stcamers 
reporting with cargo is 13 more than in the previous year with an 
increase of 33,863 in tonnage, and the number of steamers 
reporting with ballast is 10 more than in the previous year with an 
increase of 1,916 in tonnage. Four more steamers cleared with 
cargo than in the previous year with a corresponding increase of 
10,083 in tonnage ; the number of steamers clearing in ballast was 
greater by 18 with a corresponding increase of 19,185 in tonnage. 

The number of sailing vessels reporting with cargo, was less 
by 11 with a corresponding decrease of 3,36 in tonnage, the 
number of those reporting in ballast was less by 2 with a 
corresponding: decrease of 54: in tonnage. There was a decrease of 8 
in the number of sailing vessels cleared with cargo with a corres- 
ponding decrease of 232 in tonnage ; the number of sailing vessels 
cleared with ballast was less by L with a corresponding decrease of 
1,412 in tonnage. 


III.—LEGISLATION. 


The following are the most important legislative measures of 
the year :— 

The Co-operative Credit Societies Ordinance 1918, (No. 4) gives 
a legal status to the Co-operative Credit Societies which now exist 
in the Colony. It is borrowed from the Ceylon Co-operative Credit 
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Societies Ordinance No. 7 of 1911 and from the Indian Co-operative 
Societies Act No. 11 of 1912. 

The Patents (Amendment) and Designs Ordinance 1918, (No.7) 
amends the existing law relating to Patents and makes provision 
for the registration of Designs on the lines of the Patents and 
Designs Act 1905. 

The Trade Marks (Amendment) Ordinance 1918, (No. 8) amends 
the existing law relating to Trade Marks on the lines of the Trade 
Marks Act 1905. 

The Opium Ordinance 1918, (No. 9) renders effective the 
measures decided upon in the International Convention signed at 
the Hague on the 23rd. January 1912 and regulates the importation 
into, exportation from, and the storage and disposal in, the Colony 
of Opium, Morphine, Cocaine and similar drugs. 

Wireless Telegraphy (Amendment) Ordinance 1918, (No. 11) 
consolidates the laws on wireless telegraphy by providing for the 
framing and issue of special Regulations concerning the use of 
wireless telegraphy on board merchant ships while in the territorial 
waters of the Colony. 

The Crown Prosecutors (Repeat) Ordinance 1913, (No. 12) does 
away with the posts of Crown Prosecutors while maintaining the 
police under the direction and control of the Ministére Public, ie., 
of the Procureur General and of his two Substitutes. 

The Mountain Reserves (Removal of Trees) Ordinance 1913, 
(No. 14) allows the removal from the mountain reserves by the 
owners thereof of certain dead, dying and fallen trees with a view 
to the improvement of the growing stock in such reserves. 

The Sanitation Works Ordinance 1918, (No. 15) empowers the 
Governor in Executive Council to order the execution of certain 
specified anti-malarial works and provides for the incidence of the 
cost of execution of such works. 

The Dangerous Substances Consolidating Ordinance 1913, (No. 17) 
consolidates the several laws on Dangerous Goods, Petroleum, 
Inflammable Substances and Explosives. 

The Agricultural Loan (Amendment) Ordinance 1918, (No. 18) 
enacts that privilege and mortgage creditors whose claims are 
inscribed, and chirograph creditors whose titles are subscribed, after 
the coming into force of the Ordinance shall be debarred of the 
right of objecting to the Agricultural loans provided for by 
Ordinance No. 4 of 1898 so long as in the contract with the lender 
provision is made for the payment of interest and of such part of 
the capital as may fall due during the continuance of the contract. 

The District Courts (Jurisdiction of Magistrates Amendment) 
Ordinance 1918, (No. 19) makes the posts of District Magistrate 
of Mauritius and of Magistrate of Rodrigues interchangeable and 
empowers the Governor to order any Magistrate to visit the Lesser 
Dependencies without extra allowance, 
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The Court of Rodrigues Jurisdiction (Extension) Ordinance 
1913, (No. 20) extends to Rodrigues Ordinances Nos. 21, 22 and 
23 of 1888 dealing with the constitution, powers and jurisdiction 
of District Courts in criminal as well as in Civil matters. 


The Lepers Ordinance 1913, (No. 22) provides for the detention 
and treatment in asylums of convict, vagrant, pauper and other 
lepers in the Colony and for the notification of cases of leprosy and 
subjects to certain regulations the lepers who are unwilling to 
undergo treatment in an asylum. 


The Quarantine Consolidation Ordinance 1918, (No. 26) 
consolidates and amends the existing legislation on Quarantine. 
It substitutes fumigation and disinfection for the former detention 
of ships, it provides for the segregation or “ surveillance ” according 
to circumstances, of the passengers and crew during certain fixed 
periods. It does away with the Quarantine Committee and entrusts 
the Port Health Officer under the supervision of the Director of 
the Health Department with the execution of the Ordinance and of 
the Regulations made under it. 


The Public Health (Amendment) Ordinance 1918, (No. 81) 
makes the Public Health laws less rigid ard complex and repeals all 
the provisions which are proper matter for regulations or for general 
or departmental orders. It also abolishes the Board of Health 
constituted under the Public Health Ordinance 1894-95. 


The Public Officers’ Guarantee Fund (Consolidation) Ordinance, 
(No. 88) consolidates and amends the laws providing for the 
establishment of the Public Officers’ Guarantee Fund. 


The Customs (Security Bonds and Forms of Entry Amendment) 
Ordinance 1918, (No. 34) compels the owners or occupiers of bonded 
warehouses to enter into a general security bond and dispenses the 
importers using such warehouses with the obligation of entering 
into special security bonds. 


The Education (Amendment) Ordinance 1918, (No. 85) replaces 
the Committees of Primary and of Superior Instruction by the 
Committee of Public Instruction which ceases to be an administra- 
tive and executive body and becomes a purely consultative and 
deliberative one ; it further does away with the “A” and “B” 
Codes which are replaced by the Education Code. 


The Municipality (Amendment) Ordinance 1918 (No. 36) 
substitutes one of the Magistrates of Port Louis to be appointed by 
the Governor, for the Assessorial Committee which has hitherto 
been entrusted with the duty of revising the Electoral Roll and of 
conducting the Municipal elections. It also amencs the provision 
dealing with the preparation of the list of 6 Councillors from which 
the Governor appoints the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor. 
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The Port Louis Sewerage (Extension) Ordinance 1918, (No. 42) 
provides against the waste of water in Port Louis by the introduc- 
tion of meters for the supply of water. It entrusts the Public Works 
Department with the duty of fixing, examining and repairing the 
meters and of noting the consumption of water. 

The Supreme Court (Amendment) Ordinance 1918, (No. 43) 
provides against any interruption in the despatch of business of the 
Court, in view of the reduction of the number of Judges to three. 
It dispenses with the necessity of immediately appointing a 
provisional Judge in the case of the death or of the temporary 
absence from the Colony on vacation leave of the Chief Judge or of 
one of the Puisne Judges. 


The Curepipe (Market and Slaughter Houses. Ordinance 1918, 
(No. 44) transfers to the Board of Commissioners for the Town of 
Curepipe the powers and duties of the Health Department in respect 
of Slaughter houses, Public markets and Butcher’s shops and stalls 
in Curepipe, but retains the sanitary control of all such places by the 
Health Department. 


The Police (Amendment) Ordinance 1913, (No. 47) amends 
the Police Ordinance 1893 in respect of the enlistment and re-enlist- 
ment of, and the oath to be taken by, members of the Police Force, 
and gives to Inspectors of Police the right of issuing search warrants 
in cases of urgency. 


The Prisons (Amendment) Ordinance 1913, (No. 48) amend- 
Ordinance No. 8 of 1887 so as to subject the enlistment and 
re-enlistments of, and the oath to be taken by, Warders to the same 
rules as those of the Police Force. It also modifies the articles dealing 
with prison offences. 


The Fisherves (Amendment) Ordinance 1918, (No. 49) prohibits 
the use of nets for fishing in certain parts of the seatobe designated 
by Proclamation. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 
Primary Education. 


The Primary schools at the end of the year 1913 numbered 
149 of which 60 were Government and 89 Aided schools. The 
number of Government schools has been reduced from 64 in 1909 
principally by the amalgamation of separate schools for Boys and 
Girls in the same locality. Of the Aided schools there were 66 
Roman Catholic, 18 Church of England, 2 Presbyterian, 2 
Mahomedan and 1 Hindoo which is a newly opened school. One 
Roman Catholic schoel was closed, 
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The number of Primary schools, Government and Aided, and 
the number of pupils for the years 1909 to 1913 are shown in the 
following table :— 








Government Schools. Aided Schools. 
Annual Annual Annual Annual 
Number | average average Number | average average 
Years, of number of | number of of number of | number of 
Schools. | pupils on | pupils in Schools, | pupils on | pupils in 
roll. attendance. roll. attendance. 





1909 | 64 | 8634 | 5,433 88 10,651 | 7,234 
1910} 61 | 9,326 | 5,951 | 88 11,621 | 7,934 
1911 | 60 | 9,421 | 6,030 88 11,589 | 7,972 
191g} 60 | 9,522 | 5,775 89 11,987 | 7,635 
1913 | 60 | 9,223 | 5,693 89 11,735 | 7,717 




















The average attendance in Government and Aided schools for 
the year was 13,410 with a roll of 20,958 showing an average 
attendance of 63.98 o/o of the number of pupils on theroll. There 
isa slight decrease in the number of pupils on the roll but an 
inerease in attendance as compared with ]912 when with a roll of 
21,509 there was an average attendance of 13,410 or 62.34 o/o of 
the number of pupils on the roll. 

The increase in the number of Indian children attending the 
Primary schools is maintained, the figures being as follows: 8,413 
in 1918—8,316 in 1912—8,175 in 1911—7,462 in 1910 and 7,125 
in 1909. 

Of the total number of pupils on the rollin the six standard 
classes 61 0/o passed the examination tests as compared with 56 o/o 
in 1912 and 60 o/o in 1911, while of the number of pupils who were 
presented for examination 64 0/o passed in 1913 as compared with 
59 o/o in 1912 and 63 o/o in 1911. 

The total expenditure for the year on the salaries of, and grants 
to, Teachers in Primary schvols amounted to Rs. 296,118 of which 
Rs. 134,681 was expended on Government schools and Rs. 161,437 
on Aided schools. The figures for 1912 were Rs. 296,860, Rs, 133,438 
and Rs. 163,422 respectively. The cost to Government of a pupil 
in a Government School was Rs. 19.70 and in an Aided School 
Rs, 15.39, as compared with Rs. 19.09 and Rs. 15.14 in 1912. 

There are open annually to pupils of Primary schools six 
scholarships and six exhibitions at the Royal College for which there 
is keen competition. The exhibitioners receive free tuition and the 
schelars free tuition and an allowance of Rs. 100 ayear. There were 
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148 candidates in 1913 against 145 in 1912. Twelve candidates 
failed in the test examination and 30 scored the minimum number 
of marks. The number of candidates from Government schools 
was 97 and from Aided schools 51, as compared with 105 from 
Government and 40 from Aided Schools in the previous year. 


Secondary Education. 


Secondary Education is provided by the Royal College, one 
school in connection with it, (the Port Louis School having been 
closed), and associated schools. 358 candidates from 14 associated 
schools were presented for examination of whom 156 passed. There 
were in December 1918, 208 pupils at the College, and 76 at 
Curepipe School. Of the 284 pupils at the College and its schools, 
97 did not pay fees. 

The attendance at the associated schools average 419. 


There were 25 candidates for the London Matriculation 
Examinations in 1918. Eight out of the 21 candidates from the 
Royal College passed, 4 in the First Division, and 4 of the others 
passed in the Second Division. 


There were 111 candidates for the Senior Cambridge Examin- 
ation, 39 out of the 80 candidates from the Royal College and 5 of 
the 31 others passed. Out of 26 candidates from the Royal College 
for the Junior Cambridge Examination 10 passed. 

There are scholarships and exhibitions in nearly all the classes 
of the Royal College and there are two valuable scholarships to 
enable pupils of the College to continue their studies in Europe. 

There are 14 girls’ schools which are affiliated to the Royal 
College in connection with the scheme for the Higher Education of 
Girls. The number of candidates who were presented for 
examination was 425 of whom 186 obtained Honours Certificates 
and 53 Pass Certificates. Twenty-three girls entered for the Senior 
Cambridge Local Examination of whom 10 passed. Ten entered 
for the Junior Division and 5 passed. The total sum expended in 
1913 on the Higher Education of Girls was Rs. 9,820, as compared 
with Rs. 9,288 in 1912. 


Training of Teachers. 


There are Government Training Schools for men and for 
women. There were 8 candidates from the Men’s Training School 
for the second class teachers’ certificate, of whom 4 passed. There 
were 6 candidates from the Women’s Training Schooi for the 
second class certificate, of whom 3 passed. Neither of the Schools 
presented students for the third class examination. 
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The following table shows the number of candidates for 
certificates and the number who passed during the year : 


nl 





























Candidates. Successful. 
Class i 
of Certificate. 
Men. | Women. | Total. | Men. | Women. | Total. 
Second ... ...) 35 16 51 10 5 15 
Third... ...) 42 22 64 7 5 12 
Monitors’ nap AAT. 111 228 22 25 47 
Total Baty en'e| OS. 149 343 29 35 74 








There are 656 certificated Teachers employed in Government 
and Aided Schools, of whom 151 are Head Teachers, 156 Assistant 
Teachers and 349 Monitors. 


Technical Education, 


There are 8 mechanical engineering apprenticeships for which 
there were 110 candidates as against 73 in 1912. There are 
2 agricultural apprenticeships for which there were 27 candidates 
as against 29 in 1912 and 2 engineering studentships for which 
there was 1 candidate only, but he did not satisfy the Examiners. 

Needlework receives attention in Girls’ schools and the work of 
the pupils continues to show improvement. 46 candidates entered 
for the needlework competition, to 4 of whom apprenticeships 
were awarded. 

There are carpentry classes in one Government and three Aided 
schools. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


Hospitals and Dispensaries 


There are 11 Hospitals, including 3 in connection with the 
Prisons and Reformatory, and there is also a Hospital ward with 30 
beds attached to the Lunatic Asylum. The number of Hospitals 
shows a reduction of 2 when compared with the previous year’s 
figure owing to the closure of Flacq and Savanne Prisons. The 
eight public Hospitals have 1,026 beds. The total number of “cases” 
treated at all hospitals was 16,250, as compared with 18,641 in 
1912. The number of “cases” treated at 27 dispensaries was 
48,356. : 

Lunatic Asylum. 

here is a Lunatic Asylum and a Lunatic Ward in connection 

with the Poorhouse of Barkly Asylum. There were 467 patients in 
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the Asylum on the 31st. December 1913 as compared with 437 on 
the corresponding date of the previous year, and the daily average 
rose from 441.1 in 1912 to 455.74. The total number of certified 
lunatics in the Colony onthe 3lst. of December 1918, including 
patients out on probation and patients in the Lunatic Ward of 
Barkly Asylum, was 668, giving a proportion of one insane to 558 
of population. There were 31 criminal lunatics of whom 25 were 
males and 6 females. 
Poor Relief. 

Barkly Asylum is the only institution under the direct control 
of the Poor Law Commissioner at which paupers receive institutional 
relief. 

The buildings of Barkly Asylum were originally acquired for 
the purpose of affording institutional relief to the poor. The 
hospital was later placed entirely under the control of the Medical 
Department and has come to be used as a general hospital for the 
district. Arrangements also exist at various religious institutions 
for the maintenance of aged and infirm paupers at fixed rates, and 
there is an asylum for pauper lepers in which patients are maintained 
at the public expense. 

Exclusive of the number of patients treated free at the Public 
Hospitals and Dispensaries of the Colony, 1,462 paupers, as 
compared with 1,579 in 1912, received institutional relief during 
1913, of whom 125 were maintained at public expense at the St. 
Lazare Leper Asylum, 257 at the Canal Street Convent Hospital 
and the remainder at the Barkly and the Lunatic Asylums and 
different religious Institutions. 

2,929 paupers, 741 males and 2,188 females, received outdoor 
relief (pecuniary) permanently or temporarily during 1918 against 
8,151 in 1912. 

Savings Bank. 

At the Government Savings Bank there was on the 30th. June 
1913 asum of Rs. 3,291,656 to the credit of 28,841 depositors as 
compared with Rs. 3,261,252 to the credit of 28,318 depositors 
on the 30th. June 1912. The investment funds amounted to 
Rs. 3,494,171. Interest is allowed at the rate of 3 o/o. 

The following table shows the number of depositors who 
belonged to the General and Indian populations and the amount 
standing to their credit on the 30th. June 1913 : 

; Number Rs. 

General Population ... we 17,915 2,037,085 

Indian population se. 10,926 1,254,571 


VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
Police. 


The authorised strength of the Police on the 31st. of December 
1913 was 1 Inspector General, 1 Deputy Inspector General, 6 
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Inspectors, 12 Sub-Inspectors, 1 Staff Sergeant Major, 43 Sergeants, 
3 Mounted Orderlies, 50 Corporals, 402 European and Creole 
Constables, and 205 Indian Constables, 87 men were enlisted in 
1918 and the total number of dismissals was 34. 


Criminal Statistics. 


The number of offences reported to the Police in 1913 was 
24,350 as against 23,790 in 1912. 
They may be classified as follows : 





Homicide... uae dee 24 
Other offences against the person es vee 8,729 
Preedial Larceny... - ty; 316 
Other offences against property ne vee 5,167 
Other offences ae an .. 10,114 

24,350 


In connection with these offences 13,999 persons (including 
524 persons arrested on suspicion) were apprehended by the Police 
or summoned before the Magistrates. In 13,891 of the cases no 
person was charged. 

The total number of persons brought before the Magisterial 
Courts (District, Stipendiary and Bench of Magistrates) in 1913 
was 22,530; of these the number prosecuted was 19,790 including 
persons tried before a Bench of Magistrates or committed to the 
Court of Assizes. The number discharged for want of prosecution 
by party complaining or for want of evidence was 2,741, 

The cases prosecuted in the District Courts (including pre- 
liminary inquiries with a view to commitment to the Assizes and 
Bench cases) were distributed as follows :— 





























Discharged | Dismissed Committed 
Con- 
Offences. TOrsywaunt of on the to the 
prosecution y victions. 4 
or evidence. arte Assizes, 
Against the person... Ee 150 483 962 23 
Preedial Larceny oy 3 32 166 nee 
Other offences against property 624, 348 1,333 5 
Offences against Revenue, Mu- 
nicipal, Road and other laws 
relating to the social econo- 
my of the Colony ... axe 339 503 11,733 sad 
Other offences .., i sat 92 241 1,797 ee 
Total... ...| 1,208 1,602 15,991 28 
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The total number of persons prosecuted before the District 
Courts during the last five years was distributed as follows : 








1909 1,192 432 2,699 | 12,086 | 16,409 
1910 1,828 206 1,935 12,035 | 15,499 
1911 1,398 174 2,368 12,273 | 16,218 
1912 1,486 397 2,022 14,152 | 17,957 
1918 1,468 198 1,681 14,274 | 17,621 




















The convictions (including committal to the Assizes) before the 
District Courts for the same period were as follows :-— 











Offences 7 

Saat Preedial Other offe 
eas, | again the | Pega, | Cierny, | Otter cen 
1909 849 370 2,228 11,235 
1910 1,003 175 1,493 11,449 
1911 954 159 1,876 11,697 
1912 1,073 280 1,645 18,587 
1913 985 166 1,338 18,530 














There were 19 cases in which 23 persons were brought before 
the Assizes in 1913. Of these 5 persons were acquitted and 1 
found insane. The number of convictions was 16, No verdict was 
arrived at in one case. 
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_ The following table shows the number of persons convicted at 
the Assizes during the last five years and the offences for which 
they were convicted. 
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In 1913 fifteen persons were tried at the Assizes for offences 
against the person as compared with 9 in 1912, the number convicted 
being 10 in 1913 and 7 in 1912. The number of persons tried at 
the Assizes for offences against. property was 7 in 1913 of whom 6 
were convicted, as against 5 in 1912 all of whom were convicted. 


Prisons anpD REFoRMATORY. 


There was a decrease of 611 in the number of prisoners 
admitted to prison after conviction as compared with 1912, the 
figures being :— 


Males. Females. Total. 


1912... vee 4,213 172 4,385 
1913 ... «3,580 194 8,774 


The number of prisoners under detention on the 31st. of 
December 1913 was 778 as compared with 717 on the corresponding 
date in the previous year. The daily average number under 
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detention shows a decrease of 85.49 as compared with 1912, the 
daily average for that year being 808.80 as against 723.41 in 1913. 

The deaths in the Prisons numbered 15 as compared with 25 in 
1912. The daily average number under treatment in the Prison 
Hospitals was 26.91 in 1913 as eompared with 36.54 in 1912 : the 
prevailing diseases were malaria and dysentery. 

There were 12 escapes during the year as against 18 in 1912. 
Nine of the prisoners who escaped were recaptured. 

The numbers admitted to the Reformatory in 1913 were 104 
new boys, 49 ex-Reformatory boys and 29 untried, a total of 182 as 
against 218 in 1912. There was a decrease of 5.14 in the daily 
average as compared with 1912. 

Of the 153 boys who were admitted on conviction, 122 entered 
the Institution with sentences of 6 months or less, of whom 68 
were sentenced to a month or less, and 33 of these to sentences 
varying between 2 and 7 days, 

No deaths occurred during the year. The general state of health 
of the boys was good. The admissions to hospital decreased by 39 
as compared with the previous year. 

The discipline among the boys was satisfactory ; there were 34 
departmental offences as against 54 in 19)2, the offences being 
committed by 26 boys. None of the offences were of a serious nature. 

There were 5 escapes during the year. 


VII—VITAL STATISTICS. 


The total population of the Island on the 31st. December 1913 
is estimated in the Registrar General’s Annual] Report at 373,185, 
exclusive of the Dependencies (6,668). 


Births and deaths. 


There were 13,827 births registered during the year. The law 
allows a delay of 45 days for free registration and the number of 
births which were not registered owing to death intervening before 
registration was 1,326. The total number of births was accordingly 
15,153, of which 7,700 were males and 7,453 females, giving a 
proportion of 40.8 infants born to 1,000 persons living. The 
deaths registered numbered 15,201, giving a proportion of 35.5 
deaths to 1,000 persons living. 

The birth rate amongst the gencral population was 38.2 per 
thousand as compared with 32.6 per thousand in 1912, and amongst 
the Indian population 41.9 per thousand as compared with 36.7 per 
thousand in 1912. The death rate amongst the general and Indian 
populations was 36.3 and 36.6 per thousand respectively, as against 
39.6 and 38.4 per thousand respectively in the previous year. 
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Public Health, 


Malaria though stil] causing more deaths than any other disease 
showed a decrease of 618, thenumber of deaths ascribed to fever 
being 4,001 in 1913 as against 4,619 in 1912. 

Malarial fever accounted for 2,546 of the cases appearing on the 
hospital returns. The following are figures for the years 1909 to 
1913 :— 

Year... 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913 

Cases... 8,929 = 2,888 = 2,117 8,554 8,546 

The case mortality was 1.84 0/o, against 1.40/o for 1912. 
There was a decrease in the number of cases of splenic hypertrophy, 
the figures for 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1913 being 886, 
561, 880, 481 and 444 respectively. 

The spleen census and treatment of school children with 
quinine has been continued and a number of anti-malarial works 
have been carried out under the supervision of the officers of 
the Sanitary Branch of the Medical and Health Department, 
notably on the Citron River and Riviére Séche in Flacq and at 
Tamarin in Black River District. 

Plague also was not so active asin 1912, the number of 
cases recorded during 1913 being 318 of which 261 ended 
fatally. The death rate, 83.4 0/o, for that disease, however, exceeded 
that of any previous year. In 1912 there were 656 cases with 541 
deaths giving a death rate of 82.5 o/o. 

The Colony was visited by a severe outbreak of small-pox 
during 1913. The exact date of the occurrence of the first case and 
the manner it was introduced were not discovered. There is every 
reason to believe from cured cases seen during the epidemic that 
the disease existed in Port Louis before the end of 1912. None were 
reported and no deaths were recorded as having been due to small- 
pox until March 14th., when several cases were discovered. 
Immediate steps were taken for the isolation and treatment of the 
sick, segregation and vaccination of contacts and disinfection of 
infected premises. The disease had gained such a start that it was 
impossible to prevent it from spreading to the country districts. 
Port Louis was practieally free by the end of July but the disease 
did not finally disappear until the end of the year. It attacked 
1,914 persons and caused 196 deaths. 

General revaccination of the population was attempted and 
232,353 persons were vaccinated, mainly with lymph prepared at 
the Laboratory at Réduit. 

The epidemic of whooping cough which broke out in 1912 
continued during the first three months of 1913 and then became 
endemic. The number of deaths ascribed to that disease in 1913 
was 793. 
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Vaccination. 


The number of children presented for vaccination at the public 
vaccine stations was 8,925 as compared with 10,931 in 1912. Of 
this number the Public Vaccinators certified 8,769 to have been 
successfully vaccinated ; 26 vaccinations were unsuccessful. The 
percentage of successful vaccination was 98.2% . 


VIII.—METEOROLOGICAL. 


Meteorulogical observations are taken at the Royal Alfred 
Observatory, Pamplemousses, and at nine second-order stations. 
The Observatory is about three miles from the West coast and is 
179 feet above sea level. There are considerable variations both in 
temperature and humidity in the different parts of the island, the 
coast districts being hotter and drier than the higher altitudes in the 
interior. Hurricanes occur between December and April, which is 
the hottest season. 

The mean rain-fall from 49 stations was 75.83 inches as 
compared with 96.34 inches in 1912 (69 stations) and an average 
of 79.55 inches. Heavy rains, relatively to the normal, fell in 
January and June. The rain-fall for the remaining months was 
below normal as compared with an average of 47.95 inches for the 
period 1875-1910, and the number of “ rainy days” recorded was 
197 as compared with an average of 204, a “ rainy day ” being one 
in which .005 inch or more of rain is measured. 

The mean temperature of the air at the Observatory was 72°.4 
as compared with an average of 73°.4, the highest temperature 
recorded being 92°.1 on the 6th. of December, and the lowest 52°.4 
on the 26th. of July and Ist. August. The highest and lowest 
temperatures recorded at the Observatory between 1875 and 1913 
were 94°.7 on the 23rd, of December 1900 and 49°.9 on the 8th. 
of August 1907. 

Temperature wasabove normal in only one month (June, +.01F.) 
the low temperatures which set in in October of 1912 continuing 
throughout the year. In December the curve showed no sign of 
recovery. 

During the year 1913 there were thirteen cyclonic disturbances 
jn the South Indian Ocean as follows :— 


January 7 to 12 February 28 to March 2 
3 16 to 19 March 3 to 5 
i 28 to 29 53 4 to 8 
February 22 to 24 April 1 
25 to 28 2 


” 


26 to March 1 December 7 
December 21 
The exact tracks of these cyclones have not yet been determined. 


” 


COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 35 


IX.—POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH SERVICES. 


The total number of Post Offices open in 1913 was 63 of which 
57 were also Telegraph Offices. Forty-eight of the Post Offices are 
at Railway Stations and 15 are in districts at a certain distance from 
the Railway system. 

The revenue for the year 1913 was Rs. 191,854 as compared 
with Rs, 218,993 in 1912. The expenditure was Rs. 178,992 in 
1913 and Rs. 160,751 in 1912, leaving an excess of Kevenue over 
Expenditure of Rs. 12,862 in 1913 and Rs. 58,242 in 1912. 

The total estimated number of letters, post cards, newspapers 
and postal packets, exclusive of parcels, which passed through the 
Post Office in 1913 was approximately 3,872,292 as compared with 
8,703,756 in 1912. Inland letters, post cards and newspapers 
showed increases, as did foreign letters and post cards, while there 
was a decrease in foreign newspapers. The number of reply coupons 
sold during the year was 355 and the number paid was 45. The 
number of inland parcels dealt with amounted to 290 as against 308 
in 1912. The number of postal parcels received from and despatched 
abroad decreased by 612, the figures being 15,519 for 1913 and 
14,907 for 1912. The number of parcels received from abroad 
increased by 90 and the duty collected amounted to Rs. 49,450. 

The number of Inland money orders issued and paid was 48,056 
and their value Rs. 487,424, being an increase of 5,596 in number 
and of Rs.66,498 in value as compared with the previous year. The 
nuiiber of money orders issued in Foreign countries was 8,457 and 
their value Rs. 261,011, being a increase of 228 in number and of 
Rs, 32,762 in value as compared with the previous year. 

There was a decrease in the number of postal orders sold (18) 
and paid (53) but an increase in value zc. Rs. 1,049.88 and paid 
Rs, 1,253.98. 

There are 402 miles of Telegraph and 119 miles of Telephone 
wires under the charge of the Department. The Railway has not a 
telegraphic system of its own and the ordinary messages for the 
wotking of the traffic and for the administration of the Department 
are transmitted over the Post Office wires. The number of Railway 
messages and signals transmitted in 1913 was 182,105. The number 
of messages sent by the public increased by 222 in 1913: out of 
a total number of 284,020 messages forwarded 44,675 were sent 
by the public as compared with 44,453 out of a total of 255,084 
in 1912. The receipts for the messages sent by the public amount 
to Rs. 24,708 in which charges for porterage (Rs. 10,400) are 
included. 

X.—RAILWAYS. 


There is a single line of Railway of about 120 miles in length, 
exclusive of the Bois Chéri light Railway. The gauge is 4 feet 
inches, 
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The earnings from all sources for the year amounted to 
Rs. 2,914,020 as compared with Rs. 2,619,714 in 1912 being an 
increase of 11.24 ,/°. Excluding Government traffic, the earnings 
amounted to Rs. 2,658,767 being Rs. 267,750 more than in 1912. 
The services performed for Government Departments for which no 
cash payments were made would at ordinary rates have cost 
Rs, 255,253, of which Rs. 203,787 for passenger traffic, Rs, 44,535 
for goods traffic and Rs. 6,933 for parcels, representing 8.75 o/o of 
the total traffic as compared with 8.78 o/o in 1912. 

The receipts for passenger traffic amounted to Rs. 1,248,701, 
being more than those of the preceding year by Rs. 58,448, and in 
excess of the mean of the last five years by Rs. 148,220. 

The following table shows the tonnage of goods traffic, exclusive 
of Government traffic, carried in 1912 and 1918: 





1912. 1913. Increase. | Decrease. 
Sugar Canes ... 144,627 | 154,737 10,110 
Sugar ... a «143,229 | 189,692 6,468 


General Merchandize...179,141 | 188,383 9,242 ee 








Total...466,997 | 532,812 65,815 





The total tonnage carried was 65,815 tons or 14.09 o/o more 
in 1913 than in 1912, The aggregate earnings for goods traffic 
were Rs. 1,866,840 or 18.78 o/o above those of 1912. The earnings 
for sugar cane traffic were Rs. 115,158 or 74.42 cents of 
a rupee per ton carried, as compared with 74.23 cents in 1912. The 
earnings for sugar traffic were Rs. 731,369 or Rs. 3.85 per ton 
carried, as against Rs. 3.99 in 1912. The earnings for general 
merchandize were Rs. 519,813 or Rs. 3.03 per ton carried as 
against Rs. 2.63 in 1912, The total expenditure charged to 
capital account including all sums paid from general revenue, 
surplus balances or loans up to 31st. of December 1913 was 
Rs. 32,087,483 in which is included Rs. 3,521,565 advanced on 
account of the re-equipment of the Railways and which is eventually 
to be met from loan funds. The working expenses for 1913 
amounted to Rs. 2,023,054. The ratio which working expenses 
bore to total earnings showed an increase of 4.78 o/o as compared 
with 1912, the figures being 69.42 o/o and 64.64 o/o respectively. 
The net earnings amounted to Rs. 890,966 or 2.77 o/o on the 
capital. 

The Plaine Lauzun Deviation Line was all but finished 
at the end of the year. Rose Hill new station was completed. A new 
platform and passenger shed and an overbridge at Curepipe were 
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begun and almost completed. A water tank was put up at Montagne 
Blanche. Cart weighbridges were supplied and erected at Rose 
Belle, Beau Bassin and Sebastopol Stations. The construction of 
new Goods Sheds at Tamarin and Medine Stations was begun. 

All the bridges on the Moka-Flacq and Savanne lines were 
completed with the exception of the Deep River Bridge on the 
Moka-Flacq Line, which was begun but not finished before the end 
of the year. 

Bois Chéri. 

There is a light railway of 2 feet 6 inches gauge running from 
Riviére du Poste Station on the Savanne Branch of the Midland 
Line to Mexico. The length of the line is 10 miles. The total goods 
traffic carried in 19183 amounted to 18,726 tons, of which 15,507 tons 
were sugar cane as against a total traffic of 10,894 tons and 6,792 
tons of sugar cane in i912. The actual working expenses for 1913 
were Rs. 15,578, the earnings Rs. 10,834 and the work done for 
Government Departments was valued at Rs. 2,755. The 
corresponding figures for the previous year were Rs. 12,544, 
Rs. 5,840 and Rs. 2,821. é 


XI.—PUBLIC WORKS. 


The more important works undertaken by the Public Works 
Department during the year were in connection with the enlargement 
of the Royal College, which was completed, and of the Station 
Agrcnomique buildings for the accommodation of the Department 
of Agriculture, the reconstruction of road bridges, the Mare-aux- 
Vacoas water and the Port Louis drainage works. 

Bridges. 

The Molino bridge—three spans of 32 feet, 30 feet above 
river bed, requiring two high abutments and two piers in substan- 
tial masonry—begun the year before, was completed. The erection of 
a new bridge was started at Riviére des Anguilles, a foot bridge 90 
foot span has been erected over Black River in the district of the 
same name, for the benefit of pedestrians and cyclists who are 
unable to cross the river in times of flood. Seven other bridges of 
less importance have been completed—one in Plaines Wilhems and 
the remainder in Grand Port. 


Roads. 

Considerable improvement has been effected with the Steam 
Roller received, the whole of the Main Road through the town of 
Curepipe has been remetalled and rolled and good work of this 
description will be extended gradually. 

Prisons. 

The Port Louis Prisons have been largely improved by 

removing a block of buildings (which intercepted air and light) and 
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modifying the existing arrangement for sick prisoners, officers, &c. 
At Beau Bassin, large additions have been effected in the shape of 
new workshops, well lighted and ventilated, a bakery, quarters for 
the two warders in charge, and two more stores. 


Department of Agriculture. 


The buildings of the Station Agronomique have been extended 
the available accommodation having been practically duplicated, the 
quarters formerly occupied by the Superintendent of the Bacterio- 
logical Laboratory and allotted to the Director of Agriculture have 
been enlarged, the main house by one room, the servants’ quarters also 
by one room, and a garage has been built ; the quarters of the other 
Officers of the Station Agronomique have been overhauled, repaired 
and painted throughout. Additional buildings such as an insectary 
are being completed, furniture required by the Director of Agricul- 
ture has been supplied, and two nursery sheds for the Pamplemousses 
Gardens are in course of completion. 


Mare-aur-Vacoas Water Works, 


The reservoir at Mare-aux-Vacoas, where the average annual 
yainfall is 137 inches, has a catchment area of about 5 square miles. 
The top water level is 1,340 feet above the mean sea leveland the 
reservoir has a maximum capacity of 570 millions of gallons. The 
water flows from the Reservoir for 4,900 feet in an open channel 
and for a further distance of 7,700 feet is taken in a 16” cast iron 
pipe to the filtering establishment at “ La Marie, ” which is 1,645 
feet above sea-level. 

At the filtering establishment there is a depositing reservoir 
with a capacity of 1,500,000 gallons and a covered service reservoir 
with a capacity of 500,000 gallons. Owing to the water being at 
times heavily charged with organic matter the “ Anderson process ” 
for the purification of water was installed and concrete partitions 
were erected in the depositing reservoir to improve the settlement 
of solids. Originally there were only 4 filter beds with a superficial 
area of 6,720 square feet, but 5 additional filter beds have since 
been constructed with a superficial area of 18,000 square feet and 
extra aerating trays have been added. These additional works and 
the increased filtration enable two filters to be always left exposed 
to sun and air and with a slower process of filtration. 

The daily. consumption of water exceeds 1,600,000 gallons and 
with the exception of the supply to the town of Curepipe, the water 
flows by gravitation to the lower districts. The supply for Curepipe 
is pumped by means of hydraulic rams to two reservoirs standing 368 
feet above the filtering establishment,the motor being driven by water 
power from the 16” supply main. The increase in the population 
of Curepipe has necessitated additions to the pumping plant and the 
reconstruction of the reservoirs, A masonry building was erected at 
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the filter beds for the pumping machinery anda second 16” cast- 
iron pipe has been laid to supply the motive power. An additional 
set of hydraulic motors and pumps have been erected and work 
satisfactorily. It is expected that the concrete covered channel which 
is to replace the open conduit from the reservoir to the filter beds 
will be completed in 1915. An additional service reservoir is in course 
of construction at Curepipe. 


Porl Loms Drainage Works, 


The Port Louis Drainage Works were begun in 1895, the 
sewers being designed on the separate system and the surface 
drainage being carried in the street gutters to the various streams 
which flow into the harbour. The town is divided for drainage 
purposes into four districts, three of which drain by gravitation 
sewers into separate collecting wells which are connected by means 
of syphon pipes to the pumping station near Caudan Basin. From 
there, the sewage is pumped through cast iron pipes for 7,000 feet 
to the sea outfall at the mouth of Grand River North West and is 
discharged in 10 feet of water at low tide, a thousand feet from 
the shore. The total length of sewers laid is 23.70 miles and 1090 
properties have been connected. The amount expende« on 
eonstruction works in districts 2, 3 and 4 is Rs. 890,746 and on 
house services Rs. 562,567. 


XII.—FORESTS. 


The area of forests, mountain and river reserves and Curatelle 
lands under the care of the Forest Department was 84,964 acres, 
of which about 68,602 acres were Crown Lands, 10,122 acres 
Mountain Reserves, 6,000 acres River Reserves and 240 acres 
Vacant Estates. 

Forest Utilization. 

The improvement fellings in the Grand Bassin Forest were 
continued, yielding about 2,069 cubic feet of timber at Coutanceau ; 
469,000 shingles and 27,000 railway keys were also manufactured 
from the off-fall of trees. For the supply of fuel to public establish- 
ments 3,997 cords of firewood were felled in Crown Lands. Thin- 
nings in forest plantations (chiefly Pines and Eucalyptus) yielded a 
revenue of Rs. 4,657, and clear-cuttings on Pas Géométriques 
(chiefly Casuarina) Rs. 11,158. The lessees replanted the areas 
cleared. 

Forests Plantations. 

About 224 acres were artificially restocked with 318,850 plants 
in Crown Lands, chiefly in the gathering grounds of important 
rivers. This should be added to about 2,559 acres replanted during 
the eleven previous years. The species propagated included Natte, 
Colophane, Olive, Benjoin, For, Juniper, Cryptomeria japonica, 
Eucalypts, Mahogany, Auraucarias and Terminalia. 
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Nurseries. 

The Botanical Gardens at Pamplemousses and Curepipe and 
the Réduit grounds having been handed over to the Department of 
Agriculture, nurseries were started by the Forests Department for 
the vaising of plants for sale to the public or for restocking the 
Crown Forests. The most important of the new nurseries is at Bras 
d’Hau, Flacq. 


XIJI.—DEPENDENCIES. 


The Dependencies comprise a large number of small Islands 
situated between 5° aud 19° 50' South Latitude and 51° and 72° 30 
East Longitude, of which the nearest is 230 miles, and the most 
remote about 1,200 miles distant from Mauritius. 

Rodrigues, the largest and most important, is administered by 
a resident Magistrate, has an area of 40 square milcs and had at the 
Census of 1911 a population of 4,829 of whom 2,523 were males 
and 2,306 females. ‘The total population showed as compared with 
1901 an increase of 1,667. 

The increase was almost entirely in the general population 
which numbered 4,667, or 1,567 more than in 1901. The Indo- 
Mauritian population numbered 102, other Indians 36 and Chinese 
24, The male agricultural population has increased considerably 
in the last 10 years and development is noticeable in the trade of 
the island. The Customs return show that 92 cattle were sent to 
Mauritius in 1913 as against 40 in 1912. In 1913, 932 pigs value 
Rs. 14,542 were sent to Mauritius as against 1,246 value Rs. 19,725 
in 1912, and 4,216 goats and sheep value Rs. 24,518 as against 
8,682 value Rs. 18,789 in 1912. 389 kilos of salted fish were 
exported during 1913, The exports of tobacco shewed a decrease 
of 19,748 kilos when compared with those of the previous year, 
when 24,748 kilos were exported. 

At the Rodrigues branch of the Government Savings Bank 
there was on the 30th. of June 1913 asum of Rs. 16,710 to the 
credit of 63 depositors,as compared with Rs. 22,198 and 55 depositors 
on the corresponding date of 1912. 

Most of the Islands in the Lesser Dependencies have been 
conceded or sold with the exeeption of a few Islands in the St. 
Brandon Group and two islands in the Diego Garcia Group, Tromelin 
Island, and one near the great Chagos Bank, which are leased. 
The islands are administered by two Magistrates who are resident 
in Mauritius and pay regular visits to the Dependencies. The chief 
exports from the Dependencies are coconut oil, coconuts, guano 
and fish (dried and salted). 


‘ H. HENNIKER HEATON, 
September, 1914. 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 
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The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


No. 
78 
79 


80 
81 
82 
83 
84 


85 
86 
87 
88 
89 


ANNUAL. 


Colony, &c. 





Bermuda 

Ceylon ° 

Gibraltar 

St. Helena... 

Turks and Caicos Islands 
Seychelles 

Ceylon 

Bermuda 

Weihaiwei 

Gambia 

Gold Coast... 

Northern Territories of the Gold Coast 
Sierra Leone 

Bahamas ae 
Cayman Islands (Jamaica) he 
Fiji. ag os 
Ashanti 

Basutoland 

Hong Kong .. 
Bechuanaland Protectorate. . 
Imperial Institute 

Falkland Islands 

Malta .. : 
Trinidad and Tobago: 
Jamaica 

Northern Nigeria 

Grenada 3 

Zanzibar 

Barbados 

Southern Nigeria 





1913-1914 
1912-1913 
1913 


1913-1914 
1913 
1913-1914 
1913 


1913-1914 


2 


1913 


1913-1914 
1913 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Colony, &e. 





Weihaiwei z 
Northern Nigeria 


Nyasaland ‘ 
Southern Nigeria 
Imperial Institute 
Southern Nigeria 
West Indies 


Southern Nigeria... “8 ne 
Southern Nigeria o . . 
Ceylon.. 

Imperial Institute 

Southern Nigeria 
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Subject. 





Census, 1911. 

Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

Mineral Survey, 1910. 

Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, &c. 

Mineral Survey, 1911. 

Mineral Survey, 1912. 

Mineral Survey. 

Oils, Oil Seeds, &c. 

Mineral Survey, 1913. 
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No. 827. 


BRITISH HONDURAS 


(For Report for 1912 see No. 784.) 


Tue GovERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Government House, 
Belize, 


24th November, 1914. 
Sir, 


I have the honour to forward herewith the Annual Report 
on the Blue Book for 1913. 


I have, &c., 

WitrreD COLLET, 

. Governor. 
The Right Honourable 
The Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, 
&e., &e., &e. > Sroneter 

y 
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REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK OF BRITISH 
HONDURAS FOR 1913. 


I.—FINANCIAL. 


The financial returns in this report, except where otherwise stated, 
are for the year ended 31st March, 1913. The other returns are for 


the calendar year 1913. 


On the Ist April, 1912, the surplus on the general revenue account 


of the Colony was $342,516. 


The following statements show the revenue and expenditure of the 
Colony for the financial years 1911-12 and 1912-13, under each head 
of revenue and service respectively :— 


General Revenue. 








Amount collected | Amount collected 
Head of Revenue. in the Year in the Year 
1911-12. 1912-13, 
| $ $ 
1 Customs oe te | 278,807 | 297,643 
2 Light and Wharf Dues 9,491 | 9,895 
3 Internal Taxation : oa 87,764 87,662 
4 Revenues of Government Pro- | 
perty oe ae oe 18,444 27,186 
5 Fees of Court or Office, &e. .. 23,839 22,618 
6 Post Office a5 ote 17,875 18,693 
7 Telegraphs 9,424 10,696 
8 Interest. . a5 ete 14,538 18,910 
9 Reimbursements on account of 
Belize Town and Harbour | 
Improvements ee il 120 119 
10 Miscellaneous Receipts i 2,067 2,401 
11 Railway Receipts . ; 15,158 H 20,054 
i a i —— 
Total Ordinary Revenue | 477,527 515,877 
12 Sale of Crown Lands .. 9,942 23,275 
13 Casual Revenue 346 | 41 
14 Supply of Coin. . as ie 10,500 | 1,500 
15 Reimbursements from Loan | 
Funds on account of Ex- 
penditure on Railway Con- | 
struction and Loan Works | 703,593 34,550 
Total Revenue | 1,201,908 575,243 
Local Revenue :— 
Belize District .. 27,150 | 35,043 
Corozal District. . ee ! 3,522 | 3,975 
Orange Walk District .. 1,888 \ 2,048 
Stann Creek District 3,400 | 4,553 
Toledo District .. j 2,061 j 2,058 
Cayo District i 2,405 | 1,891 
Total Local Revenue 40,426 49,568 
Grand Total .. 1,242,334 | 624,811 























iy of Minnesota 
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DEG 15 1937 Expenditure, 
‘ Expenditure xpenditure 
Head of Expenditure. ; EEE eis. 
$ $ 
1 Public Debt .. a8 se 38,370 43,152 
2 Pensions fs 11,077 . 10,508 
2a Compassionate “Allowance eal 1,500 204 
3 Governor 10,905 11,729 
4 Colonial Secretary’ 8 Department : 9,031 9,837 
4a Commissioners of Currency .. 67 993 
A Treasury and Customs S 22,857 24,423 
6 Audit Department .. 3,080 3,065 
7 Post Office and Telegraph De- 
partment .. 28,619 27,659 
8 Judicial Department . ae 16,857 16,124 
9 District Commissioners | ae 15,220 14,343 
10 Police Department .. te 42,232 47,253 
11 Volunteer Force ce oe 6,923 8,000 
12 Prison Department .. ae 14,451 14,080 
13 Medical Department .. 39,264 40,830 
14 Central Board of Health and 
Quarantine. . 5 831 . 1,198 
15 Education ‘ 20,658 21,229 
16 Surveyor General’s Department 18,423 20,703 
17 Botanic Station Fi oe 2,425 2,439 
18 Miscellaneous .. es 8,999 8,863 
19 Stann Creek Railway .. Ba 32,560 42,937 
20 Lighthouses .. i 5,160 5,393. 
21 Public Works Department 9 15,971 17,704 
22 Public Works and Telegraph 
Recurrent .. 30,613 32,830 
Total Ordinary Expenditure 396,093 425,496 
23 Public Works Extraordinary .. 32,743 58,494 
24 Railway Extraordinary ae 48,955 - 92,954 
25 Miscellaneous Extraordinary. . 12,077 779 
26 Loan Works to be constructed. 
under Ordinance No. 2 of 
1911 ne Ge =f 42,254 33,408 
Total Expenditure 532,122 611,130 
Local Expenditure :— 
Belize District .. ay a 28,048* | 31,367 
Corozal District. . ES ee 3,928 i 3,608 
Orange Walk District .. as 2,417F j 2,586 
Stann Creek District .. ae 4,035 : 4,091 
Toledo District .. a ase 3 2,194 1 1,953 
Cayo District .. = oh 2,437 | 2,176 
i 
Total Local Expenditure | 43,059 | 45,781 
Grand Total .. | 575,182 | 656,912 





*Including landing place and pen for cattle, $808. 

tIncluding new vat for market, $300; fencing and laying out new 
cemetery, $162. 
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The following is a statement of the revenue and expenditure for the 
five years, 1908-09 to 1912-13 :— 


General General 

Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
1908-09 a sagotb me sae 979 
1909-10 = 395,855 en 592,120 
1910-11 ys 459,295 ay 542,810 
1911-12 a 1,201,908* ss 532,123 
1912-13 es 575,243 wa 611,131 


The position of the Colony on the 31st March, 1913, in respect of its 
assets and liabilities, as compared with the position on the 31st March, 
1912, is shown in the following table :— 


General Revenue. 


1912. 1913. 
$ $ 
Assets .. be 557,544 Me 508,434 
Liabilities oA 215,027 ae 201,805 
Excess of Assets 342,517 is 306,629 


At the end of the calendar year 1913 the surplus on General Revenue 
Account stood at $330,946, of which $184,303 was invested. 


’ The following is a statement of the loan debt of the Colony on the 
31st December, 1913 :— 


$ 
Loan of 1885 (5 per cent. Debentures) a 27,875 
Loan of 1887 (44 per cent. Debentures)... 43,740 
Loan of 1891 (44 per cent. Debentures) .. 97,200 
Railway and Public Works Loan, 1911 on 777,600 
Total .. fh 946,415 


The loans of 1885, 1887 and 1891 were all contracted for the improve- 
ment of the town of Belize. The local fund contributes one-half 
of the interest on the loans of 1885 and 1887 and one-half of the sinking 
fund on the loan of 1887, but nothing in respect of the loan of 1891. 
The sinking fund of the loan of 1885 requires no further contributions 
as the present capital value of the fund is sufficient to produce, at 
compound interest, the total amount which will be required to liquidate 
the loan when the payment is due. Ordinance No. 10 of 1902 has 
legalised the discontinuance of contributions to the fund. 





*Includes $703,593 reimbursed from loan funds on account of expéndi 
ture on railway and other public works. 
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Provision for the repayment of these loans has been made by the 
investment of the sinking funds, as set forth in the next table, which 
shows the market value of the investments on the 3lst December, 
1913 :— 


$ 
Loan of 1885 (repayable 1916, $27,875 =£5,735 12s.) 26,948 





Loan of 1887 (repayable 1918, £9,000) 55 32,112 
Loan of 1891 (repayable 1923, £20,000) Us 48,848 
Total Sinking Funds .. on 107,908 


The standard of currency is the gold dollar of the United States of 
America, the gold coins of the United States being legally current at 
their respective values. The British sovereign and_half-sovereign 
are legal tender for $4.86 and $2.43 respectively. The subsidiary 
silver currency, coined specially for the Colony, amounts to $158,916. 
There is also a bronze cent. piece and nickel-bronze five-cents piece, 
whose issues amount to $4,000 and $2,500 respectively. 


Under Ordinance No. 32 of 1894 currency notes have been issued 
for sums of $1, $2, $5, $10, $50 and $100. The $50 and $100 notes 
have been withdrawn from circulation. 


The amount of notes in circulation on the 3lst December, 1913, 
was $149,754. 





II.—_TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


The following tables give the value of the imports and exports 
of the Colony for the years 1909 to 1913 :— 




















Imports. 
ts 1 
i 
| 1909 1910 1911 1912 | 1913 
1 
fen : ] 7 
| $ $ | $ $ $ 
United Kingdom ..' 551,840 | 600,889 | 620,961 | 666,765 | 700,859 
Colonies ..  .., 15,133 | 25,380} 24,988 | 45,654 | 38,913 
United States |. 1,135,145 |1,254,480 |1,278,219 |1,327,550 |1,567,582 
Germany .. it 41,861 40,163 51,113 55,072 52,246 
France |.  ..' 24.386 | 31,984 | 36,077 | 43,813} 32,830 
Mexico |. =| .’- 755,126 | 670,387 | 682,055 {1,100,136 | 489,399 
Guatemala... |.’ 87,825 | 114,434| 95,634 | 145,269 | 106,603 
Honduras ..  .., 65,174 | 55,286 63,513 77,039 | 161,890 
Other Countries || 27,758 | 26,214] 34,117| 35,610 | 35,046 
| 1 
Total Imports . . 2,704,248 |2,819,217 [2,886,677 3,496,908 |3,185,368 
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Exports. 
; aaa — 
1909 1910 | 1911 1912 1913 
| } = 
f $ $ $ $ | $ 

United Kingdom ..| 355,840 | 329,490 | 335,465 | 309,336 | 381,788 
Colonies .. sa | | 18,233 
United States : -|1,503,249 11,656,271 |1,920,989 \2,249,732 |2,376,685 
Mexico ve ..| 171,230 | 228,292 | 288,268 | 127,636 | 225,693 
Guatemala .. -+| 42,408 21,792 12,786 46,338 16,415 
Honduras .. ++} 104,376 70,323 | 101,380 87,317 76,009 
France oy -+| 26,220 37,952 26,600 | 33,200; 21,996 
Other Countries ../ 5,700 260 361 | 2,584 9,406 


{ 




















Total Exports .|2,209,023 |2,344,380 |2,685,849 |2,856,143 |3,126,225 





Trade. 


The trade of the Colony amounted to $6,311,593, as compared with 
$6,353,051 in the previous year, a decrease of about ‘65 per cent. 


Imports. 


In the case of imports the basis of the values is the invoice value 
plus the cost of packages, but does not include freight and insurance. 
In the case of exports it is the value as declared by exporters, excluding 
the cost of handling at the port of shipment. 


Imports show a decline of $311,540 in value as compared with that 
of the previous year, which is due to the fact that the quantity of 
mahogany imported from Mexico dropped from 9,945,448 feet in 
1912 to 3,129,680 feet in 1913. 


Imports from the United Kingdom have increased steadily each 
year since 1909 and were $65,914 more in value last year than in 1912. 
At the same time imports from the United States have also increased 
considerably in value. Imports from Honduras more than doubled 
what they were in 1912, and chiefly consisted of coconuts. Imports 
from Guatemala and Mexico fell off to the extent of $649,403. This 
was due to the decline in mahogany importations. 


The values of the principal articles imported in 1912 and 1913 were :— 


Articles. 1913. 1912. 
Apparel (wearing) ..  §$ 66,145 .. $67,105 
Boots and shoes oes a 120,993 23 94,855 
Cotton-piece goods .. ey 215,081... 216,656 
Flour a we Se 106,542. 118,722 
Hardware and Cutlery ma 82,934 .. 75,317 
Machinery ..° .. ‘sy S5,704 ke 53,516 
Mahogany .. he ae 210,262 3 797,750 


Sapodilla Gum = *, 351,719... 418,500 
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Increases in imports are noticeable in bacons and hams, salted 
meats, butter, boots and shoes, cheese, preserved fruit and vegetables, 
guns, rifles, haberdashery, hardware and cutlery, jewellery and watches, 
lard, condensed milk, preserved meats, paints, perfumery, rope, 
lumber, mineral oil, sugar, leaf tobacco, coconuts, and fuel oil. 

Decreases occurred in flour, hats and caps, corn, oils, other than 
mineral and fuel oils, rice, ammunition and shot, soap, chicle, and 
mahogany” 

There was no evidence of British goods being superseded in any 
way by foreign goods. The same goods are very often imported 
largely from the United States, but the imports from the United 
Kingdom have not in any way decreased. On the contrary such 
articles as butter, boots, candles, confectionery, and clothing were 
imported much more extensively from Great Britain last year than 
they used to be five years ago. 


Increases and decreases in the value of imports for 1912 and 1913 
by classes were :— 


Class I—Live animals, food, drink, &e. 





$ 
1912 .. sce A 1,001,435 
1913... aS sf 1,087,519 
Increase ae ee .. $ 86,084 
Class III —Manufactured Materials. 
t. Textiles. 
1912 .. ea eae 435,665 
1913 .. zt A 454,738 
Increase ee .. § 19,073 
ta. Other. 
1912 .. es oy 598,911 
1913... 2... ..~——*:1,076,031 
Increase ae .. $477,120 
Class IV.—Coin and Bullion. 
1912 ie ie 800 
1913 a Fin 5,889 
Increase pes m2 -. $ 5,089 
Total Increases Re .. § 587,366 
Class II—Raw Materials. 
1912 .. re nt 1,247,452 
1913 .. on bys 375,986 


Decrease ee ae .. $ 871,466 
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Class III.—Manufactured Materials. 








1912 .. oes 2 212,645 

1913... Ss ed 185,205 
Decrease ne : fr .. §$ 27,440 
Total Decreases es eat 898,906 
Net Decrease. . es ae. oS 311,540 


Customs Import Duties amounted to $288,256, as against $260,837 
in 1912 and $242,750 in 1911. 


Exports. 


The chief articles exported, as compared with 1912, were :— 








Articles. 1912 | 1913 
Bananas .. ee vi ..» (bunches) 470,039 617,537 
Cacao. ne * .. (lbs.) | 10,400 25,171 
Cedar. a ee .. (feet) 2,683,811 | 1,330,237 
Coconuts .. ne 38 .. (number) 6,553,539 6,352,630 
Logwood .. es ae .. (tons) 3,622 2,812 
Mahogany. . oe 22 -. (feet) 16,019,932 | 15,027,520 
Plantains . . ais ifs .. (number) 3,341,425 3,300,450 
Rubber .. e a .. (Ibs) 20,722 12,946 
Rum 2: is sts .. (gallons) 12,690 14,881 
SapodillaGum .. cs .. Ibs.) 3,309,277 | 3,163,129 
Sponges .. a “a ..  (Ibs.) 10,488 1,521 
Sugar (raw) PA Ma .. (Ibs.) 109,950 122,025 
Tortoise shell .. S .. (Ubs.) 3,627 5,337 











Bananas, cacao, rum, sugar, and tortoise shell were the only products 
which were exported in larger quantities than in 1912. 


All the bananas exported went to the United States, the rum to the 
Republic of Honduras, the sugar to Mexico, and the tortoise shell 
to the United Kingdom. 


Of the quantity of mahogany and cedar exported over five million 
feet, were the produce of Mexico and Guatemala, the greater part of 
which had been imported into the Colony in the previous year and 
does not appear in the imports for 1913. 


Foreign coconuts exported numbered 460,000. 


It is pleasing to note that 938 barrels of grape-fruit and eight 
barrels of oranges were exported to the United States. 


Of the exports of sapodilla gum only 1,005,833 pounds were the 
pode of the Colony, the remainder coming from Mexico and 
uatemala. 
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Excise. 


Rum was made at ten distilleries, nine situated on the sugar farms 
in the northern districts and one at El Cayo. Fi 
Their output and exportation for the last five years were :— 


Year. Gallons made. — Gallors exported. 
1909 ae ie oe 62,708 Sed 2,672 
1910" i oa, We ABTS os 3,826 
1911 i i we 48,632 S 6,611 
1912 6 am ne 63,701 ces 12,690 
1913 5 and 82, 787 ae 14, 811 


It will be seen that both the quantity made and the quantity exported 
have increased very considerably in the last five years. 


Shipping. 


A comparison of the nationality, number, description, and tonnage 
of vessels entered and cleared in 1912 and 1913 is shewn in the following 
tables :— 








Entered. 
British. American. Others. 
Class of Ship. Year. |— : 
No. | Tons. | No.| Tons. | No. | Tons. 











Steam .. she 1912 76 | 84,468 133 | 4,753 | 227 | 213,966 
1913 | 132 | 255,403) 143 | 2,076 | 168 | 136,880 





Sailing .. 30 1912 | 430 9,069) 117 


2,480 | 127 1,924 
1913 | 462 9,223} 107 


2,474 | 108 1,766 























Cleared. 
British. American. Others. 
Class of Ship. Year. - 
No. | Tons. | No.| Tons. | No.| Tons. 














82,619 157 | 3,547 | 232 | 213,983 
252,357| 143 | 2,001 | 178 | 140,745 


Steam .. is 1912 s| 
BI I 
\ 
Sailing .. aps 1912 | 425 | 8,854 | 120 | 2,373 | 142 | 2,028 
439 | 
| | 


1913 





1913 9,520 ; 123 | 2,796 | 117 1,617 
{ 














The “ others ” were almost entirely Norwegian ships in the case of 
steamers, and Honduranean in the case of sailing ships. 
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The total shipping in tons inwards and outwards for five years 
is shewn below :— 














Year, Inwards. | Outwards. Total. 

Tons, Tons, Tons. 
1909 .. Bes ts 350,517 346,807 697,342 
1910 .. ze she 491,111 488,316 979,427 
1911... a bcd : 295,817 292,550 588,367 
1912... con ae 316,660 313,404 630,064 
Vga era | 407,822 409,036 816,858 








The tonnage entered with cargoes in 1913 was 272,130, of which 265,891 
tons came as steamer tonnage. 


The tonnage cleared with cargoes was 256,479 of which 248,22 
tons went away as steamer tonnage. 


Early in the year compulsory pilotage was abolished by “The 
Pilotage Ordinance, 1913.” The passing of this Ordinance removed 
a considerable amount of friction that was always cropping up between 
pilots and ship-masters. : 


TIT.—LEGISLATION. 


“Forty Ordinances were passed. None of these.were disallowed. 


No. 2 abolishes compulsory pilotage in the Colony and makes other 
provisions in lieu thereof. 


No. 8 provides for a more scientific mode of testing petroleum so as 
to ascertain the temperature at which it will give off inflammable 
vapour. 


No. 9 provides for the appointment of a Commissioner to consolidate, 
prepare, and publish a new and revised edition of the laws of the 
Colony. 

This will supply a long-felt want by consolidating the existing law, 
and removing a large mass of obsolete legislation from the statute book. 


No. 13 amends the law relating to the export duty on mahogany, 
cedar and logwood, and extends the definition of the word “ Colony ” 
to include the territorial waters of the Colony. 


No. 17 regulates the sale and importation of milk, and lays down 
regulations regarding preserved cream. 
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No. 24 amends the law regarding labour by providing that labourers 
for employment in British Honduras shall not be engaged in or brought 
from foreign countries without the permission of the Governor. 


No. 29 provides for the summary adjudication of small causes in 
the Supreme Court. 


No. 30 provides for the regulation of wireless telegraphy, and in 
particular it gives the Governor power, in cases of emergency, to make 
further regulations with a view to the complete control by Government 
over the transmission of wireless messages. 


No. 36 provides for the licensing of persons keeping and selling 
firearms and ammunition. 


No. 38 relates to the expulsion of undesirable aliens, amending and 
strengthening the principal Ordinance of 1910, by giving the Governor 
power, if he thinks fit, to have an undesirable alien arrested forthwith 
instead of requiring him to leave the Colony within a fixed time. 


No. 40 amends the law relating to arms, ammunition, and military 
and naval stores, giving the Governor in Council power by proclamation 
to prohibit the sale in the Colony, and the importation into the Colony, 
of any war material, and also to seize any war material reasonably 
suspected of being intended to be carried coastwise in the Colony, 
exported, or sold in contravention of any Proclamation dealing with 
the exportation of arms, ammunition, and military and naval stores. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 


The system of primary education in the Colony has been established 
under the provisions of the “ Education Ordinance, 1892.” Under 
that Ordinance, which came into operation on the Ist January, 1894, 
a Central Board of Education was created consisting of the Governor 
as President, the members of the Executive Council, and five other 
members appointed by the Governor. The various religious denomi- 
nations are represented on the Board. Most of the schools receive 
aid from the Government in the forms (1) of a capitation grant on 
the average monthly attendance ; (2) of grants on account of pupil 
teachers employed in accordance with the Education Rules; (3) of 
needlework grants and grants for industrial instruction to schools 
in the out-districts ; and (4) of bonuses on examination results. The 
expenditure of the funds voted by the Legislature in respect of education 
is controlled by the Central Board. 
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The amount expended on the primary schools during the calendar 
year 1913 was $19,076.87, which comprised the following items :— 


Grants to schools on their average ay atten- $ 
dances .. -. 16,380.38 
Grants on account of pupil teachers .. .. 1,111.08 
Grants for needlework .. 2 Se a 205.00 
Grants for agriculture .. us eye 9.00 
Bonuses on examination results, 1912 ; -. 1,179.65 
Building grants .; : ae 111.76 
Special grants on account of rainy days aa 80.00 
$19,076.87 


The total cost of primary education in the aided schools of the 
Colony for the year was $39,213.23. Of this sum the Government 
contributed $21,202°36, detailed as follows :— $ 

Grants in aid of schools aa hs .. 19,076.87 
Expenses of administration .. ots .. 2,125.49 


The total cost per head on the total daily average attendance (3,543) 
was $11:06. The following statement shows the cost as compared 
with the preceding year :— 


1912. 1913. 
$ $ 
Paid by Government .. és “O22 ee 8.98 
School Fees ot ‘ x 598.) ay 97 
Voluntary Contributions. . . 8.54  .. 4.11 
Total -» 10.74  .. 11.06 


The average attendances during 1911, 1912 and 1913 were 3,312. 
3,294 and 3,543 respectively. 

The total number of schools in operation during the whole or part 
of the year was 53. There were 46 in 1911 and 45 in 1912. 


The total average number of pupils on the roll was 5,201, as compared 
with 4,725 in 1911 and 4,764 in 1912. 


There were also in operation seven unaided primary schools, with 
206 in average daily attendance. 


The smallest proportion: of fees is received by the Roman Catholic 
schools. One reason for this is that they are attended by the greater 
portion of the Carib children and all the Indian children who go to 
school, the majority of whose parents are in poor circumstances and 
unable to pay school fees regularly. 


The sum of $912.00 was expended on account of the Cambridgé 
Local Examinations held in December, 1913, the greater portion of 
which amount was for bonuses paid to teachers for successful candi- 
dates. The results of the examinations were satisfactory. One 
candidate passed the Senior, two the Junior, and thirteen the Prelimi- 
nary Examination. 
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V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


Hospitals, Asylum, and Poor House. 


The following table shows the daily average number of patients under 
treatment and care in the various institutions during the year 1913 :— 


Institutions. Daily Average. 
Belize Hospital. . ee ae + -. 42°85 
Corozal Hospital ze oy ay 2 TTA 
Orange Walk Hospital. . es 2 .. 4°20 
Stann Creek Hospital . . ie te a eS, 
Punta Gorda Hospital. . ay ek L264 
Belize :— 

Lunatic Asylum... ee be .. 69°15 
Poor-house .. = e Sy .. 28°89 
Savings Bank. 


There are six savings banks conducted by the Government, one in 
the chief town of each district. The total number of depositors on 
31st December, 1913, was 900. Deposits amounted to $60,480.13, 
and withdrawals to $55,408.44. The total amount to the credit of 
depositors at the end of 1913 was $106,206.23. 


The rate of interest allowed is 3 per cent. per annum. 
The amount of invested funds is $98,000.00. 


VI.— JUDICIAL. 


The actual strength of police was one superintendent, one assistant, 
one sergeant-major, and 103 non-commissioned officers and men—the 
full establishment. Special constables are engaged at Christmas 
time and also when required for quarantine. 


The following table gives the total number of prisoners committed 
to all the prisons in the Colony for penal imprisonment, and the daily 
average number of prisoners in Belize Prison, from 1909 to 1913 :— 


Prisoners committed Daily average 
Year. for penal in Belize 
imprisonment. Prison. 
1909 a ne 297 ss a -. 66°01 
1910 - 3 323. er .. 83°27 
1911 pe = 355. s -. 73°55 
1912 xs a3 439. ys .. 72°62 


1913 re a4 544 es .. 64°47 
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Convicted prisoners are employed out of doors on various public 
works. Within the prisons they are employed in tailoring, printing, 
book-binding, carpentry, tin-smithing, and the manufacture of brooms, 
fibre mats, mattresses, ships’ fenders, &c. Discipline was good, and 
there were ouly 36 punishments. There were no cases of corporal 
punishment. The health of the prisoners and warders was’ good. 
There were two deaths from natural causes. There were two executions. 


The number of offences reported to the police during the year 1913 
was 1,262, or 93 more thanin 1912. The number of persons summarily 
convicted was 1,141, or 39 more than in 1912. 


Informations were filed against 52 persons in the Supreme Court. 
Judgment was given for the Crown in 29 cases and for the prisoner 
in 12. A nolle prosequi was entered by the Attorney-General in 
11 cases. 


There were two convictions for murder and one conviction for man- 
slaughter. Fifteen convictions were obtained for offences against 
the person and nine for offences against property. 





VII—VITAL STATISTICS. 


The estimated mean population for the year was 41,170, consisting 
of 20,689 males and 20,481 females. 


The average population of the whole Colony to the square mile was 
4-83. The most populous district is Belsize, with a population of 
9°49 to the square mile, while the most thinly populated district is 
Toledo, with a population of only 1:97 to the square mile. 


The following table prepared by the Registrar-General furnishes 
comparative statistics for the past 10 years of the causes of death in 
the Colony per 1,000 of the estimated mean population :— 


















































1904/1905/1906}1907)1908,1909/1910)1911 1912/1913 
Ines l 

ft Namal ames a 

Diseases :-— x | | | : 

Malarial Fever .-| 8°1] 9°3| 9°6! 7-0) 6-1) 7°1) 5-1) 66) 5.3) 5-8 

Dysentery ..  ..| °9/1°3) -9| °7) -8/1-0/1-0/1-2) 1.0] +7 

Smallpox .. oval | ¢ +068 

Yellow Fever. , we 173) ; | 

Phthisis, Pulmonary | 1:2) 1°3/1°6) 1-5; 1-2) 1-1) 173) 1-4) 1.4) 1-6 

Nervous Diseases. .| 2°1/ 1°9/ 1°9) 2-6) -2)1°8) -9) <7) 14; 2-1 

Circulatory Diseases .| *5) °6) *4)2°7) °9) °7)1°0,1°5)1.0)1°1 

Respiratory Diseases .| 1:4} 2°0) 4:7) 1:8) 11) 1°5/ 2°5'3°0!1.7) 4-2 

Digestive Diseases ..| 2°1} 2°8) 2:0; 3°11 3-1) 2°8! 2-8) 2°8/ 2-1) 2°8 

Urinary Diseases... | “TILL] +81 °7 

Other Causes. . ee | | 7:2 
> eee 

Total Death Rate. . Bone oe eee eee ie 
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The following table shows the number of deaths for every 100 births 
registered during the years 1908-1912, inclusive, according to their 


race classification, and as compared with 1913 :— 


Deaths for every Deaths for every 

Race. 100 births, 1908-12. 100 births, 1913. 
Indian .. .. 72°40 93°98 
Carib... .. 53°95 60°13 
Negro .. .. 55°76 50-00 
Other races .. 60°37 64°27 


The birth-rate was 40°151 and the mortality 26-233 per thousand. 
The number of illegitimate birth swas 709 out of a total of 1,653, 


or 42-90 per cent. 


Four hundred and seventeen marriages took place during the year, 
being at the rate of 9:90 per 1,000 of the mean population. 

The following table gives the number of births, marriages, and deaths, 
and the rate per 1,000 of births and deaths for the last five years :— 


Birth-rate Death-rate 

Year. Births. per 1,000. Marriages. Deaths. per 1,000. 
1909 1,634 37°0 412 964 21°8 
1910 1,665 36°9 385 1,052 23°3 
1911 1,730 49-4 412 1,012 24°8 
1912 1,654 40°5 402 1,015 24°9 
1913 1,653 40°15 417 1,080 26-2 


During 1913 the excess of male over female births was three ; and 


of male over female deaths six. 


The average rainfall for the 10 years 1904-1913 in Belize was 94°72 
inches ; the maximum (130-93 inches) being in 1911, and the minimum 
(63°76 inches) in 1910. But 1907 had the smallest number of days 
on which rain fell, and 1913 the largest. The latter year, it may be 
pointed: out, approximated very closely to the year 1911, both in the 
amount of rainfall and as regards the number of days on which rain 
actually fell. The average number of days on which rain fell during 


the years 1904-1913 was 118. 


Comparative Return. 


Rainfall in No. of days on which 
rain fell. 


Year. inches. 
1904 ae A 87°00 
1905 es .. 106742 
1906 ne 2s 99°32 
1907 os a; 91°17 4 
1908 Es 82 80°00 (2) .. 
1909 a 2h 64°49 
1910 es ys 63°76 
1911 2 ..  180°93 
1912 = ad 97°45 
1913 oF .. 126°73 
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Summary of meteorological observations, taken at Belize, for 
the year 1913 :— 





Barometer Relative Shade 





Corrected. Humidity. | Temperature Rain. 
Months. = 
{ No. 
Highest | Lowest | Highest | Lowest | Highest | Lowest | “of | Inches 





January ..| 30°196 | 29°899 | 89° 67° 94° 77° | 15 | 10°275 
February. .| 30°194 | 29°905 | 86° 66° 94° 715° 7 1°80 


March | 30°186 | 29°978 | 83° 65° | 90° 74 | 5 60 
April .-| 30°190 | 29-967 | 87° 67° | 94° 69° | 11 8°275 
May ; 30°112 | 29°915 | 87° 71° 97° 72°) 10} 7°155 
June | 30°073 | 29°899 | 89° 74° 97° 72° | 12!) 7:10 
July ..| 30°236 | 29-907 | 88° 74° 97° 75° | 16 | 13°10 
August ..| 30°083 | 29°922 | 88° 72° 97° 72° | 17 6°20 


September | 30°026 | 29°853 | 89°. 75° 97° 72° | 13 | 13°525 
October ..| 30°094 | 29°845 | 88° 70° 97° 70° | 19 | 30°175 
November | 30°208 |, 29°887 | 83° 64° 97° 71° | 23 | 15-730 
December | 30°275 | 29°867 | 88° 63° 97° 69° | 19 | 12-800 





Average ../ 30°156 | 29°903 | 87:0 | 69°0 | 95°8 | 72°4 |167 |126°735 





























VII.—POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS, 


The total revenue of the Post Office for the calendar year was 
$28,892, as compared with $17,814 in 1912, showing an increase of 
$11,078, caused by several large purchases of the new stamps. 


The total expenditure for salaries and wages and all expenses of 
postal service (including money and postal order business) within 
the Colony was $14,202, and for conveyance of mails beyond the 
Colony $9,950, making a total expenditure of $24,152. Foreign 
transit dues for letters and parcels amounted to $3,117:29. 


The numbers of letters and other articles sent and received from 
abroad from 1909 to 1913 were as follows :-— 


| 1909 | 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913 








200,838 | 216,716 | 225,818} 240,960} 259,683 
10,545} 11,258] 11,246] 11,680 _— 
23,560| 22,756) 22,468] 18,973] 19,881 


Ordinary Letters. . = | 
4 152,459 | 178,526; 180,841] 180,378) 152,191 


Registered Articles 

Postcards Sy ‘ 
Newspapers, Books, &c. . 
Postal Parcels... 3 8,500; 10,945) 12,235 12480) 16,543 
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The amount of inland correspondence for the same period is given 
in the following table :— 





| 1909 1910, 1911 | 1912 | 1913 
i { : 





| 
Ordinary Letters. . --| 106,545 | 99,757 | 92,815 | 87,485 | 92,224 
Registered Articles a 6,364 4,344 | 3,998 3,739 —_ 
Postcards .. ate --{| 2,019 1,446 1,600 1,237 1,307 
Newspapers and Books .. \ 16,192 | 13,015 | 10,870 | 10,074 | 12,064 
Pareels .. ae 959 | 1,009 | 1,144 ; 1,019 1,312 


| | 





The working expenses of the telegraph and telephone system 
amounted to $12,486, and the receipts to $10,987. 

Foreign telegrams are sent from Corozal in this Colony to Payo 
Obispo in Yucatan, whence they are transmitted by the Mexican line. 


IX.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


Colonel Sir Eric Swayne, K.C.M.G., Governor of the Colony, retired 
ea:ly in the year and was succeeded by Mr. Wilfred Collet, C.M.G., 
Uolonial Secretary, who had previously administered the government 
on several occasions. Mr. Collet assumed the office of Governor 
in May. 


The Legislative Council was increased by the addition of two 
Unofficial and two Official Members, bringing the number of Unofficial 
Members up to seven and of Official Members up to five, still retaining 
the Unofficial majority as hitherto. 


The year was unusually wet, in fact the rainfall was almost the 
heaviest for the last ten years, but the public health was good and no 
serious epidemic of any kind occurred. Small pox has not been in 
the Colony since 1909, and there have been no cases of yellow fever 
since 1905. Plague may be said to be unknown here. Tuberculosis 
showed little sign of diminution ; it is due principally to over-crowding 
and neglect of elementary laws of health. It is to be hoped that 
increasing knowledge and improved housing conditions will do much 
towards reducing this scourge. 


The Colony was tranquil from a police point of view. Special pre- 
cautions were taken with a view to the prevention of illicit gun-running, 
the desire of the Government being to prevent this Colony being used 
as a base by Mexican revolutionists and to preserve the neutrality 
of the Colony. The measures taken included the prohibition of the 
importation of arms both by land and sea for one year and the rigorous 
control by Government over the issue of permits to sell arms and 
ammunition locally and to export the same. These steps may be said 
to have proved very successful. 
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The Colony was visited during the year by H.M.S. Zolus; Hermione, 
and Lancaster, and a party of marines from the latter ship was sent 
with a detachment of the police force in December to maintain order 
in the Cayo and to prevent the passage of arms and ammunition. 


The notorious Mexican bandit, Hernandez, was shot in the Cayo, 
in April, while resisting arrest. He had murdered a police officer 
here and had then escaped to Mexico ; he returned to the Colony and, 
meeting a party of police, opened fire on them and was shot. 


The labour difficulty is still paramount ; owing to the high wages 
paid in the mahogary industry it is almost impossible to obtain labour 
at reasonable prices for agricultural work. Negotiations with the 
Government of Barbados for the introduction of labour from that 
Colony have been so far without result. 


The trade of the Colony for the year amounted to $6,311,593, as 
compared with $6,353,051 in 1912. The difference was due largely 
to the reduction in mahogany importations from Guatemala and 
Mexico, which fell off to the extent of $649,403. On the other hand, 
imports from the United Kingdom and United States show a consider- 
able increase in value. There is no evidence of British goods being 
superseded in any way by foreign goods. The imports from the 
United Kingdom show an increase of some $35,000 in value. 


The export of bananas showed a gratifying increase of 147,498 
bunches, due largely to increased transport facilities on the Stann Creek 
Railway. Plantains show a decrease of some 41,000 in number. 


It is interesting to note that 938 barrels of grape-fruit were exported 
in the year to the United States and eight barrels of oranges. 


The United States receives six times more of the exports than any 
other country, the United Kingdom coming next. 


Mahogany. 


The year 1913 opened in the middle of a general rise in the price of 
mahogany in foreign markets, and, with satisfactory prospects, cutters 
were able to continue to employ all labour offering at the same high 
rate of wages as had prevailed during the previous two or three years. 


October registered the high-water mark as far as prices in the United 
Kingdom were concerned, though in the United States they had begun 
to recede somewhat earlier. After that date there was a general fall 
in value, owing to increased receipts in the buying markets of wood 
from other countries brought out by the earlier “ boom.” However, 
the industry and its subsidiaries in the Colony enjoyed a prosperous 
year and exports were well up to the average. 


Prospects at the end of the year were not so good as at the beginning. 
For some years past the output of mahogany from the Colony has 
been unusually high, and it should be added that the American market 
-has been glutted, owing to the feverish haste of American conces- 
sionaires in Mexico to extract all the mahoeeny pees before the 
expiration of their concessions. 


BRITISH HONDURAS, 1913. 21 
Logwood. 


The exportation of logwood has decreased considerably in recent 
years, and the demand for this product was very limited in 1913, 
owing to the continued substitution of aniline dyes manufactured in 
termany, so that it was not worth while to cut on a large scale. 


Cohiune Nuts. 


As regards Cohune nuts, which have been so favourite an object of 
enquiry among City firms during the last two or three years, the follow- 
ing extracts from the West India Committee Circular of July Ist, 1913, 
may be quoted as a word of warning :-— 


“ The fact that the Cohune palm flourishes in great quantities in an 
absolutely wild state does not imply that the nuts areas easy to collect 
as cob-nuts in a Kentish orchard. Far from it. The cohune ridges 
of British Honduras are of the temperature of the tropical house at Kew. 


“ Underbush and creepers grow riotously under the shade of the 
magnificent Attaleas. Ticks, sand-flies and bottle-flies (these last a 
peculiarly malignant pest which leaves the hands and face of the 
sufferer covered with black spots) are there in abundance to relieve 
the monotony, and snakes, centipedes and scorpions are not uncommon. 

; The mere idea that an enterprising syndicate has only to 
send out a machine or machines and dump them down in the bush in 
order to start shipping copra is simply fatuous, and means mere waste 
of money and discouragement. Tropical industries in these days 
require to be in the hands of people of tropical experience, and it will 
only be by such that undertakings of this nature can be brought to a 
successful issue.” 


In the issue of October 20th, 1914, the West India Committee 
Circular alludes with satisfaction to the fact that progress is being made 
upon the right lines by at least one corporation who have taken up a 
large area of land on which there are Cohune palms in considerable © 
quantity and have cleared the land for banana cultivation, but instead 
of making a wholesale clearance they only thinned out the Cohune 
palms. By doing this and by clearing the ground round them with 
the object of affording them light and air, they are hopeful that the 
palms may bear properly. 


Public Works. 


During the year a new Lunatic Asylum of reinforced concrete con- 
struction, capable of accommodating 64 males and 32 females, was 
completed at a total cost of about $40,000. A powerful revolving 
light was installed at Maugre Caye Lighthouse. An increased number 
of cells, a new chapel and a hospital were added to the Prison. A new 
rifle range was built. Reclamation and canal construction were 
continued. A trunk road from Belize to the Cayo in the west was 
started and various other new roads throughout the Colony continued. 
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The period under review saw the works of reconstruction on the 
Stann Creek Railway brought to a conclusion. Fifty-two bridges of 
varying spans, including steel and plate girders, concrete viaducts 
and culverts, were completed. Ballasting and regrading were accom- 
plished, additional siding and new rolling stock were provided, and the 
permanent way brought to a state of efficiency. The head of the 
steamer pier in connection with the railway was reconstructed of 
reinforced concrete, adding greatly to its strength and stability. 


R. Watter, 


Colonial Secretary. 
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No. 829. 


TONGAN ISLANDS PROTECT- 
ORATE. 


Tne Hien CoMMISSIONER FOR THE WESTERN PacIFIC TO THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE. 
Office of the High Commissioner for the 
Western Pacific, 
Suva, Fiji, 28nd October, 1914. 
Sir, 
T have the honour to forward the following interesting report by 
Mr. H. E. W. Grant, C.M.G., H.B.M.’s Agent and Consul, on the 
Tongan Islands Protectorate for the financial year ended the 31st 
March, 1914. 

2. The effect of the hurricane in the early part of 1913 is seen, 
principally, in the decrease by no less than £10,671 in receipts from 
Customs compared with the receipts for 1912-13. Taxes show an 
increase, whilst the falling off in revenue under other heads is 
comparatively small. Further increase in the revenue of Tonga 
depends mainly on the expansion of its agricultural products, to 
which it is hoped that cotton will be added before long. The climate 
and soil of many parts of the group are particularly well adapted for 
the establishment of a successful cotton industry. 


I have the honour to be, 


ir, 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 
Bicxuam Escort, 
High Commissioner. 
The Right Honourable 
The Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


H.B.M.’s Agency and Consulate, 
Tonga, 
1ith September, 1914. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to forward herewith a report on the Tongan 
Islands Protectorate for the year 1913-14. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
H. E. W. Grant, 
H.B.M.’s Agent and Consul. 
His Excellency, 
The High Commissioner 
for the Western Pacific. 
Suva, Fiji. 
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REPORT ON THE TONGAN ISLANDS PROTECTORATE FOR 
THE YEAR 1913-14. 


The Kingdom of Tonga embraces the groups of islands of Tongatabu, 
Haabai, and Vavau, together with the outlying islands of Niuatobutabu, 
Tafahi, and Niuafoou, as shown on the accompanying map. 


The islands were discovered by Tasman in 1643. They were visited 
by Captain Cook on his second voyage in 1773, and again on his third 
voyagein 1777, when, on account of the disposition of the natives, he 
named the group the Friendly Islands. 


The seat of government is at Nukualofa in Tongatabu. 


I.— FINANCIAL. 
GENERAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEARS 1912-13 
AND 1913-14. 
Revenue. 
1912-13. 1913-14. 
£ £ 

Taxes re = a of te 11,192 11,283 
Customs =, z oe ate .. 20,809 10,138 
Port and Wharfage si sn Ss 1,844 1,059 
Licences and Internal Revenue .. ahs 3,300 3,044 
Fees of Court or Office and iuieraa for 

Specific Services . , = 8,551 2,953 
Post Office .. ” fe 2 ae 721 727 
Rents and Interest... * 2 > 2,058 2,901 
Miscellaneous ae ae 2 Pay 463 384 








Totals .. .. £43,938 £32,489 
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Expenditure. 
1912-13. 1918-14. 
£ £ 

The King .. ei ae ie Ne 2,694 2,474 
Legislative .. as 7 a x 1,968 929 
Premier. .. = an ae ki 1,630 1,840 
Governors .. ed a a 481 542 
Audit he Pe an Me wa 824 1,032 
Treasury .. re ~ bs eh 841 859 
Customs and Post Office .. a ee 3,117 2,446 
Lands oo ats at ee aa 5,134 5,099 
Justice bs ay ae an Ae 1,644 1,727 
Police joe Ot. teu Pak oe SA TBA 545190 
Education .. ng ey; - ~ 3,441 4,357 
Band Pes a we af 309 378 
Pensions... ay st as 4h; 195 217 
Printing Office ts a e a 911 940 
Government Vessels a Bes ne 464 1,067 
Medical 8 a aS a3 eh 3,484 3,589 
Miscellaneous ey os Hs Me 709 T7171 
Works Department ae wi 3 333 370 
Public Works Recurrent .. 2 os 1,101 724 
Public Works Non-recurrent te ae 4,436 5,544 

Totals a .. £38,497 39,103 


As indicated by the amount of revenue brought to account, which 
was less by £5,102 than the estimate, and £9,787 below the average 
receipts for the previous four years, the year 1913 was one of acute 
commercial depression. The production of copra is the pivot on which 
the prosperity of the kingdom revolves, and the export of that 
commodity, owing to the damage done to the plantations by the 
hurricane in the early part of the year, dropped from 11,120 tons in 
1912 to 3,426 tons in 1913. This reverse in fortune was borne with 
remarkable equanimity by those chiefly affected. The cultivators of 
the soil accepted the situation and showed increased energy in producing 
ground provisions—yams, sweet potatoes, and taro—for local con- 
sumption, while those engaged in fishing pursuits were unusually 
active. 


In view of the falling revenue a strict economy was exercised in 
regard to expenditure consistent with conducting the government 
with efficiency. Although the sums provided under several heads 
proved to be inadequate, the total expenditure on recurrent services 
was less by £1,658 than the estimiate. 

(C118) / B2 
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A relatively large sum, £5,544, was expended on public works of 
a non-recurrent nature, but of this amount the sum of £2,810 was 
spent in procuring the necessary plant and in making a beginning in 
the long-designed scheme of metalling those arterial roads in Tongatabu 
which remained in the natural soil. stage. 


The following is a statement of the revenue and expenditure for the 
_ five years 1909 to 1913-14 :— 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
ee £ 
1909 a4 40,456 a 34,739 
1910 ae 44,007 es 42,617 
Tort = 51,050 ah 50,011 
1912-13... 43,938 ~ 38,497 
1913-14... 32,489 Ne 39,103 


The excess of assets over liabilities on the 3lst March, 1914, was 
£17,479. 


Il—TRADE AND AGRICULTURE. 


Imports anp Exports. 
Conparative Statement of the total value of Imports and Exports 


(exclusive of specie and South Sea Island produce imported for 
exportation) for the five years 1909 to 1913 :— 


Year. Imports. Exports. Total Trade. 


£ £ £ 
1909 fe 152,870 217,155 370,025 
1910)... 160,543 245,946 406,489 
1911 S 182,122 240,103 422,225 
1912 es 169,472 216,511 385,983 
1913 oa 81,044 82,321 163,365 


Value of Specie imported during the five years, 1909-13 :— 


es 
1909 A ae ne a 50,093 
1910 oe ea a, ia 52,765 
1911 sh aps ii ae 40,979 
1912 <a Be at ns 23,540 


1913 2 ted ie Mia 1,700 
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Value of South Sea Island produce imported for exportation are 
the five years, 1909-13 :— 


£ 
1909 1,541 
1910 942 
1911 2,045 
1912 i) 
1913 594 











Tuble showing Values of Imports from Foreign Countries for the five 
years, 1909-13 :— 
| 1909. 1910. | 1911. 1912. 1913, 
| o£ eae £ Ser fant 
ree | ry 
Australia .. 3 51,425 | 44,388 | 52,870 50,045 | 20,443 
New Zealand +» | 68,305 | 78,180 | 85,635 | 82,826; 41,718 
Germany 15,591 | 16,678; 17,466; 14,743 9,585 
Fiji .. 7,022 7,964 | 6,861 3,745 / 1,791 
United States yt 5,852 6,809 9,649 9,861 4,184 
United Kingdom .. 2,306 3,455 5,570 3,449 1,137 
Samoa ¥ ‘ie 3,858 | 2,103 2,549 3,186 1,466 
Other Countries 511! 1,027 | 1,522 1,617 720 
Totals .. 154,870 l 160,584 | 182,122 | 169,472 81,044 





Comparative Statement showing the value of Imports (exclusive of 
specie and South Sea Island produce imported for exportation) 
entered at Nukualofa, Haabai, and Vavau, during the fwe years, 














1909-13 :— 

Year. Nukualofa. Haabai. Vayau Total. 
£ £ ' - £ i £ 

1909 73,870 38,940 40,060 ' 152,870 
1910 83,926 40,687 35,930 160,543 
1911 89,085 ,51,197 41,840 182,122 
1912 85,169 33,454 50,849 169,472 
1913 42,773 14,265 , 24,006 81,044 
Totals 374,823 178,543 192,685 | 746,051 
Averages. . 74,965 35,708 38,537 | 149,210 
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Comparative Statement of the principal articles imported during the 
years 1912 and 1913 :— 


1912 1913 
£ £ 

Bacon and ham... 2 .. 673 566 
Bags : 3 eA .. 5,044 1,227 
Beer, ale, and paren: ne .. 2,071 858 
Biscuits vis a a .. 8,529 3,214 
Boats a af ae .. 1,648 569 
Boots and shoes « a ans 759 413 
Butter as a ee .. 1,286 1,164 
Cement Ss : me .. 467 447 
Cigars and toa tes es .. 638 330 
Cordageandrope .. Lx ve E80 966 
Doors and sashes... 23 .. 8,143 1,097 
Drapery 7 Ys Py nky endl, ALO 14,017 
Drugs .. 726 858 
Fish, dried, eee od: and salt .. 6,238 1,935 
Flour .. fi ee .. 10,506 6,127 
Fumiture .. es .. 1,953 985 
Galvanized Manciactares ae .. 8,097 1,514 
Hardware .. ye ae .. 7,090 3,412 
Tronmongery. . oF .. 980 571 
Leatherware, all kinds su .. 1,709 329 
Live Stock .. “3 a .. 1,188 405 
Machinery .. ee Oe .. 1,282 1,170 
Meats . . oe Ss os .. 15,043 9,862 
Oil, Kerosene oe a .. 2,147 2,256 
Oil, other... ys er ee lay 1,073 
Paints and putty .. ~ .. 1,083 803 
Pickles and oil-stores os .. 4,817 3,085 
Produce Be = ed .. 3,160 1,447 
Shooks A oe ee =e 267 680 
Soap Xs es an .. 1,535 1,305 
Spirits oy ay a .. 1,690 750 
Stationery .. ee, ne . 184 565 
Sugar .. $3 ni k .. 6,591 2,987 
Timber, dressed... De ze EAD: 3,135 
Timber, rough Saver oat .. 4,188 1,518 
Tobacco 24 = .. 1,894 274 
Toys and fancy oad eg .. 1,825 959 
Vehicles Be .. 4,472 630 
Waters, aerated and ‘mineral! .. 1,128 353 


Wines “e a i aie 331 339 
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Comparative Statement of the principal articles exported during the 
_years 1912 and 1913 :— 











] 1912. | 1913. 
ie = eee 
Quantity. | Value. | Quantity. Value. 
— De seta Tse - is 
| gti £ 
Copra .. . .., Tons | 11,120 | 209,567 ' 3,426 | 72,480 
Candlenuts ..  ../ Tons | 17 | 172 | 309 | —-3,324 
Fruit | Cases! 7,240 | 1,379 | 10,628 | 2,007 
Fungus. . fe ..| Tons | 9 | 268 | 31 1,093 
Live Stock .. ..| Head '! 333 | 1,469 | 175 | 920 
Whale Oil... ..| Casks | 59 128-4 142 | 400 
| 





Comparative Statement showing the value of exports from Nukualofa, 
Haaba, and Vavau, during the five years 1909-13 :— 























Year. ‘Nukualofa. Haabai. Vavau. Total. 

: FD ek enna aaah ne eee 
1909... | 78,116 | 69,798 | 74,241 | 217,155 
11001. St, | oomt77 | 87465 | 64,304 | 245,946 
wll.) | 78108 81,505 | 84,490 , 240,103 
1912 |... | 69,388 | «63441 | 83,682 | 216,511 
19131.) 29,888 | 16,997 | 36,986 82,321 

Totals _ _ | 340,127 | 318,206 | 343,703 1,002,036 
Averages 68,025 | 63,641 | 68,741 —-200,407 
SHIPPING. 


Statement showing the nationality, number, and tonnage of foreign- 


ing merchant vessels entered in 1912 and 1913 :— 






































F | 1912, 1913 
Port. Nationality. No. of | Nosebabes 3 
| Vessels. , Tonnage. Voggels, | Tonnage. 
a — fH 1 _ } —) - 
Steamers— | : | 
ve 4 29,060 13 | 29,069 
Nukualofa.. British | ees : 
Caran i. is | 23 36,664 | 15 28,316 
Total "37 «65,724 | 28 | «87,385 
Sailing Vessels— f 
Nukualofa at British 3 447 3 | 624 
5 .. American — = 1; 683 
Haabai.. 35 1 683 aaa| = 
aie oe 2s German | 1 37 — | — 
Vavau .. oe ae a 37 — |} - 
ees .. American | 1 281 ase ra 
Total 4 ! 7 1,485 4 | 1,307 
Auxiliary Schooner— l | 
Nukualofa -» German 1 37 — | —_— 
Total shipping entered 45 67,246 32 | 58,692 
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Statement showing the nationality, number, and tonnage of foreign- 
going merchant vessels cleared in 1912 and 1913 :— 
































1912. 1913. 
Port. Nationality. ; ‘= - 
Tee Tonnage. ane: oh Tonnage. 
Steamers— ‘ ; 
Nukualofa Rte British 18 35,605 | 14 29,148 
Vavau .. age A) 22 30,260 14 27,616 
Total ee oe ' 40 | 65,765 | 28 56,764 
Sailing Vessels— ; 
Nukualofa a8 British 3 Ut 447 | 3 624 
Haabai.. .. American | 1 683! — — 
ay fe .. Norwegian 1 799 _— _— 
Vavau .. ie British 1 149 | _— — 
Sond .. American | 1 281 | wa || — 
Total. wan eg lot 2,359) 3 624 
Auxiliary Schooner— ' 
Nukualofa .. German 1 37 _— — 
Total shipping cleared 48 68,161 | 31 57,388 
' | 
AGRICULTURE. 


The coconut plantations have made a good xecovery from the 
damage done to them by the hurricane in February, 1913, and the 
trees are bearing heavily. 


During the year 8,000 plants of the Gros Michel variety of banana 
were introduced from Fiji and established at the Agricultural Station 
at Vaikeli. The experiment promises well, the trees being of vigorous 
growth. Shoots from the parent stock have been available for dis- 
tribution for some time past, and are gradually finding their way to 
the plantations. 


Attention is also being paid at Vaikeli to the cultivation of several 
new varieties of the pineapple. 


An attempt to establish the grape has not so far met with success. 


Til. —LEGISLATION. 


During 1913, 14 Ordinances were passed, two of which were not in 
force at the end of the year. 


By Ordinance No. 1 of 1913 every male Tongan subject is required 
to plant at least 200 coconuts on his tax allotment within one year 
from the date of the registration of the allotment in his name. 
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The Education Ordinance, 1913, repealed all former laws relating 
to the schools, and placed education on a new and systematised basis. 


An Ordinance to provide for the establishment of a ‘Land Com- 
mission to inquire into and finally settle and quiet all land claims was 
passed— but has not yet been brought into operation. 


IV.--EDUCATION. 


Primary SCHOOLS. 


During the year 1913 there were three types of primary schools 
within the kingdom, namely :—(a) Public Primary Schools, entirely 
under the control of the Education Department; (b) schools main- 
tained by the Roman Catholic Mission, assisted by a Government 
grant; and (c) schools conducted at the private expense of the 
various Missions. 


At the end of the year there were 55 Public Primary Schools in 
operation distributed as follows :— 


Tongatabu.. aid oe ca 320 
Haabai. . Be wt iy, a e20) 
Vavau .. oy ar re we S10 
Niuafoou 3A be “2 A 3 
Niuatobutabu .. ee a a 2 

Total e a .. 55 


The number of pupils on the roll at the end of 1913 was 2,730. The 
average attendance for the year was 1,972. Twenty-one schools were 
classed. as efficient. 


Of the 14 State-aided Primary Schools under the control of the 
Roman Catholic Mission, five were considered to be efficient. The 
returns in respect of the number of pupils on the roll and the average 
attendance are incomplete. 


Private Primary Schools are conducted by the Free Church of 
Tonga, the Roman Catholic Mission, the Wesleyan Mission, and the 
Mormon Mission. 

Hicu Scuoots. 


In his Annual Report for 1913, the Director of Education (Mr. W. H. 
Gould) wrote as follows :— 


“The only secondary institution under the control of the Education 
Department is Tonga College. The number on the roll at the end of 
1912 was 85. At the end of 1913 the number had increased to 157. 


“The onlv institutions other than Tonga College that provide 
anything in the nature of a secondary education are Tubou College 
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and Maofaga. College, which are under the control of the Wesleyan 
and Roman Catholic Missions respectively. The total number of 
students attending the different High Schools at the end of 1913 was :-- 


Tonga College . . oH Bg .. 157 

Tubou College. . x ie ve 18 

Maofaga College 8 23 - 58 
Total he Se .. 833” 


During the year the curriculum of Tonga College underwent a 
thorough revision with the object of enabling students to obtain an 
education of greater practical utility than was possible under the 
scheme of instruction previously in force, which, while aiming at 
advanced attainment, fell considerably short of that ideal, without 
equipping the student with knowledge that would prove to be useful 
when the time arrived for him to undertake the management of his 
own affairs. To employ the words of the Director, ‘‘ An attempt is 
now being made to give a more practical education. Practical arith- 
metic and English form the principal subjects, while classes are being 
conducted in wood work, and a beginning has been made towards 
placing the plantation work upon a systematic footing.” 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
Hospirats. 


The following is an extract from a memorandum on the medical 
service of Tonga which has been prepared by the Chief Medical Officer, 
Dr. Arnold W. Izard :— 


‘At the three centres, Nukualofa, Haabai, and Vavau, hospitals have 
been established, each under a European doctor. Each hospital is a 
wooden building with two wards, male and female, a dispensary, operating 
theatre, and store-rooms. Native houses have been erected in each 
hospital compound for isolation cases. 


“Each hospital has native medical students. Nukualofa has five, the 
other two four each. These boys do the work of the hospital, such as 
nursing, dressing surgical cases, dispensing, etc., under the personal 
direction of the local medical officer. These boys are paid by the 
Government of Tonga salaries varying from £2 a month for the junior 
boy to £5 a month for the head boy, according to the length of service and 
efficiency. These boys are also supplied with quarters, rations and 
clothing. 


“The policy of the Department is to train these boys to fit them for 
appointment of dispensers in the outlying islands where there are no 
doctors. Already four such dispensaries have been opened at Mua, 
Niuafoou, Eua and Niuatobutabu. Small houses have been built for them 
of four rooms including a dispensary, and they are supplied with dressing 
and drugs. They receive a salary of £6 a month and 30s. a month in lieu 
of rations. The dispenser at Mua is the head boy of the service, and he 
receives £100 a vear without rations. 
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‘The Chief Medical Officer receives a salary of £500 a year, the Medical 
Officers at Haabai and Vavau £400 a year each. Each Medical Officer has 
the right of private practice, but all Tongan subjects, and all those who 
pay taxes, are treated at the public expense. 


“A fourth Medical Officer has recently been appointed to Nukualofa, 
at a salary of £400 a year, to assist the Chief Medical Officer in his duties 
and to allow him to visit the outlying islands. All the Medical Officers. 
are supplied with furnished quarters. 


“In addition to treating the natives they carry out the duties apper- 
taining to the offices both of Health Officer and Port Health Officer. As. 
Tonga is within easy reach both of New Zealand and Australia, quarantine 
regulations are strictly carried out.” 


GaoLs. 
There are ten gaols—three at Nukualofa (one for males and two for 
females) ; one at Haabai (general) ; three at Vavau (one for males and 


two for females); and one (general) at each of the islands of Eua, 
Niuafoou, and Niuatobutabu. 


VI.—JUDICIAL. 
Porice Courts. 
The kingdom is divided into five Magisterial Districts, namely, 
Tongatabu and Eua, Haabai, Vavau, Niuafoou, and Niuatobutabu. 


The number of criminal cases tried in the Police Courts during the 
year 1913 was 14,362, as against 10,256 in 1912, showing an increase 
of 4,106, distributed as follows :— 


Tongatabu and Hua. a3 ss 1,302 
Haabai.. at fe os ibe 2,085 
Vavau fd ty2 is sy se 590 
Niuafoou .. ae a os i 132 
4,109 

Niuatobutabu, decrease . . a 3 3 
Total increase .. es 283 4,106 


It is not to be inferred from the foregoing that there has been a 
marked increase in crime. Many of the offences consisted of breaches 
of the taxation, sanitary, and health laws, all of which are grouped 
under the head of criminal jurisdiction. 


The prosecution failed in 1,846 cases, and 373 cases were pending 
on the 31st December, 1913. 


The number of civil cases heard in 1913 was 638, as against 742 in 
1912. Judgment was given for the plaintiff in 548 cases, and for the 
defendant in 76. On the 31st December, 1913, 14 cases were pending. 
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There were few appeals to the Supreme Court from the decisions 
of the Magistrates. 


Supreme Court. 


The following is a return of the criminal cases which were tried in 
the Supreme Court of Tonga during the year 1913 :— 


Offences. No. of cases. 


Larceny .. 

Grievous hurt 

Perjury .. a a, 
Defrauding post office . 
Forgery .. be Pe i 
Attempted stealing of vessel .. 
House-breaking. . a 
Defamation 

Embezzlement .. 


Total 


| @ | Lael Sl cell cell coll ell oll ell ol 


There were three acquittals and one case was pending at the end of 
the year. 


In addition to 13 criminal, 4 intestacy, 33 divorce, and 17 appeal 
cases (11 criminal and 6 civil) which came before the Supreme Court in 
1913, the Court dealt’with 362 applications for exemption from pay- 
ment of taxes, of which 324 were granted either in whole or in part. 


VII—VITAL STATISTICS. 


PopuLation. 


The estimated population of Tongan subjects on the 31st December, 
1913, was 22,925, showing an increase of 398 as compared with the 
estimated population at the close of 1912. 


The birth-rate per 1,000 for 1913 was 35°89, as against 32°76 in 1912, 
and the death-rate 17:36, as against 24°72. 


Chief Justice R. L. Skeen writes as follows on this subject :— 


“The registered births. for 1913 show an increase of 425 over the 
registered deaths. This is most satisfactory, as the average increase for 
the four years past has been 216, and would seem to indicate that more 
care is now taken than formerly in the bringing up of Tongan children, 
and that the services of the Medical Officers throughout the kingdom are 
more appreciated, and their skill far more frequently availed of than in 
years past.” 


In 1913 275 marriages were registered, as against 278 in 1912. 
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The following table shows the number of births, marriages, and 
deaths registered in the Supreme Court of Tonga during the five 


years, 1909-13 :— 








Year. Births. Marriages. Deaths. 
1909 764 290 442 
1910 730 322. 451 
1911 748 302 665 
1912 738 278 5B7 
1913 823 215 398 
Totals 3,808 1,467 2,513 
Averages 760 993 502 





As a result of a census taken in 1913 by the Free Church of Tonga, 
under the direction of the Rev. J. B. Watkin, the President, the 
following statement shows in numerical detail the population of the 


kingdom according to nationality, exclusive of Tongan :— 














Nationality. Tonga- | Haabai.: Vavau. Niuato-| Niua- Total. 
tabu. | | butabu. | foou. 

| | 
British 236 60 62 5 | 5 | 368 
German 55 32 46 —- = 133 
American 16 13 16 —- | — | 45 
French Speer a 3 | 19 
Niuean wl oj wo) = — 2 | 137 
Samoan 49 ae es 2 4) 2 | 61 
Fijian 14 | 13 — — foe | 27 
Other 42, 0) ae — | — | 4 
Totals 541 146 | 128 8 12 | 835 

| 

CLIMATE. 


The following meteorological return has been furnished by Mr. 


H. W. Gould, the Principal of Tonga College :— 
__ Records for year ending 31st December, 1913 :— 














| ‘Temperature. | Barometer. | 
\" a i -| Rainfall. 

| Maximum. Minimum. Maximum. Minimum. | 
rees. | Degrees. , Inches. | Inches. | Inches. 
January 89 | 60°65 30°15 29°49 11°35 
February 89 695 =| «29:98 28°29 25°02 
March 88 : 64:75 29°98 29°67 811 
April 89°75 | 625 29°99 29°74 701 
May 89 52°5 301 29°75 3°81 
June 84 51:5 29°92 | 29°54 5°78 
July 195 55°5 305 ~ 294 7:22 
August 79 52 30°6 29°16 1:05 
September 80 44 30°89 29°25 18:05 
October 89 52 30°8 29°14 1:70 
November 89 60°5 30 29°63 4:35 
December 84:5 65 29°88 29°63 19°56 





Total rainfall 


113-01 
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Barometric readings were taken at 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. daily. A very 
heavy gale, practically a hurricane, blew during the night of the 9th 
and the morning of the 10th February. The lowest recorded reading 
during the hurricane was 27°84 in. 


The stand on which the rain gauge was placed blew over during the 
hurricane and part of the rainfall was lost. 


VIII.—POSTAL SERVICE. 


The revenue of the Post Office for 1913 was £688 as against £721 
in 1912, 


There are no separate figures for its expenditure, which is merged 
in that of the custom-house, the two departments being conducted 
in the same offices by the one staff. 


The Government pays no mail subsidies, and expends practically 
nothing on the local conveyance of mails. 


Tonga is not in the Postal Union. 


Telegraph and telephone services are, as yet, non-existent, but the 
Government of Tonga have under consideration the question of 
establishing a wireless telegraph station in Tongatabu and of working 
it in connection with the wireless telegraph service of Fiji, and 
possibly that of New Zealand. Telegrams can only be received and 
sent by post vi@ Auckland and Sydney, or by the “ wireless” system 
when the steamers of the Union 8.5. Company of New Zealand happen 
to be in the ports. 


British, foreign, colonial, and interinsular mails are conveyed by the 
steamers of the Union Company by means of a fortnightly service 
between Sydney and Auckland, vid Fiji and Samoa. 


The local interinsular mail, passenger, and traffic service is also 
almost entirely performed by the Union Company’s vessels, which 
call at each of the three island groups, Tongatabu, Haabai and Vavau. 
Two outlying dependencies, the islands of Niuafoou and Nmuatobutabu, 
are served, intermittently, by a trading schooner from Auckland and 
a small steamer from Samoa, vid Vavau. 


The only concession received by the Union Company in return for 
its carriage of the mails lies in a remission of the port pilotage and 
shipping dues. 
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Money order conventions exist between the kingdom and the 
Commonwealth of Australia, the Dominion of New Zealand and the 
Crown Colony of Fiji. No convention has been established with the 
United Kingdom and foreign countries, but money orders from those 
countries are sometimes forwarded by the Post Offices of Auckland 
and Sydney. 


The transactions in connection with the money order system for 
1913 were as follow :— 


Money Orders issued by Tonga. 


On New Zealand. On Austzalia. On Fiji. Total. 
£8,803 £3,670 £253 £12,726 


Money Orders drawn on Tonga. 


By New Zealand. By Australia. By Fiji. Total. 
£356 £142 £21 £519 


The scheme for an interinsular postal note system, referred to in 
last year’s report, has been abandoned in favour of the adoption of 
the British scheme of Imperial postal orders. 


The Chief Postmaster, Mr. J. M. Masterton, is also Collector of 
Customs. 


IX.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


No public work of any magnitude, apart from the scheme for 
extending the mileage of metalled roads, was undertaken during 1913, 
owing to want of funds; but many minor works were carried out 
for the purpose of maintaining Government property in a good state 
of repair, as well as making necessary additions and improvements. 
These included, in Tongatabu, repairs to the beacons, punts, wharf, 
goods-shed, quarantine station, cutter ‘“ Kolofoou,” and various 
official quarters. An Aerogen gas plant was erected for the purpose 
of lighting the wharf, goods-shed, and custom-house. In Haabai, all 
Government houses were painted and the wharf was repaired. In 
Vavau, the Police Court was completed and the Hospital and Medical 
Officer’s quarters were painted. 


A dispensary was erected at Eua and one at Niuatobutabu. 
Public works of the foregoing description are carried out under the 


direction of the Premier (the Hon. T. Tuivakano), assisted by a foreman 
of works (Mr. J. Leger). 
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. ‘Mr. A. B. Wallace, Chief Surveyor, reports that during the year 
ended the 3lst March, 1914, an area of 7,597 acres, comprising 527 
tax abis and 405 town abis, was surveyed in Tongatabu. In addition, 
about 100 subdivisions of abis into the statutory 84 acres were made, 
and many miles of small roads were surveyed and pegged. Levels and 
cross sections of ten miles of main road were also taken, with a view 


to metalling. 


In Haabai, 77 tax abis and 419 town abis, occupying 1,100 acres, 
were surveyed. In addition some’ 43 sections, comprising 660 acres, 
were surveyed for leasing to Europeans. 


H. E. W. Grant, 
H.B.M.’s Agent and Consul. 


Nukualofa, Tonga, 
17th September, 1914. 
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The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
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the sources indicated on the title page : 
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Tue Hich CoMMIssIONER To THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 
High Commissioner’s Office, 
Pretoria, 
November 4th, 1914. 
Sir, 


I nave the honour to transmit to you a copy of a despatch 
from the Acting Resident Commissioner of Swaziland forwarding the 
Annual Report and Blue Book Return of the territory for the year 
ended March 31st, 1914. 


I have, &c., 
Buxton, 
High Commissioner 
The Right Honourable 
Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 
&e., &e., &e., 


Colonial Office. 


Resident Commissioner’s Office, 
Mbabane, Swaziland, 
October 26th, 1914. 


My Lorp, 
I nave the honour to submit the Annual Report of this 


Administration for the year ended March 31st, 1914. 
I have, &c., 
D. Honey, 
Acting Resident Commissioner. 
His Excellency the Right Hon. 
Viscount Buxton, P.C., G.C.M.G., 
High Commissioner for South Africa. 


C104) Wt.36076/850. 1125 & 90. 2.15. B.&F.Ltd. Gp 12/2. a2 
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REPORT ON SWAZILAND FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 


ENDED THE 3lst MARCH, 1914. 





I—FINANCIAL. 


(a) Revenve and EXPENDITURE. 


The total revenue for the year amounted to £64,248 2s. 6d., being 
£2,148 2s. 6d. above the estimate, and the total expenditure to 
£63,966 14s. Od., showing a saving of £733 6s. Od. on the original 
and supplementary Estimates. 


The following table shows the comparison between the ordinary 
revenue and expenditure for the five years from April Ist, 1909 :— 














Surplus of | Excess of 
Revenue | Expendi- 
Year. Revenue. | Expend- over ture 
iture. Expendi- over 
ture. Revenue. 
£ £ £ £ 
1909-10 . oh 43,928 44,143 _ 215 
1910-11 ae ee 46,639 44,836 1,803 — 
1911-12 en ae 49,410 45,774 3,636 — 
1912-13 we ae 51,428 49,210 2,218 —_— 
1913-14 oe 90 50,393 52,277 _— 1,884 





The decrease in revenue was due mainly to the unsettled conditions 
in regard to labour on the Rand arising out of the strikes, whereby 
the supply of native labour was considerably restricted, thereby 
reducing the number of native passes, native labour contract stamps, 
and labour agents’ licences issued ; and the payment by labour agents 
of judicial fines imposed on natives was considerably reduced for the 
same reason 








The excess in expenditure was occasioned by the transfer from 
Extraordinary to Ordinary Expenditure of certain services in con- 
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nection with the Survey and Deeds Registry Offices; by the appoint- 
ment of a Resident Justice of the Peace at Bremersdorp; increased 
costs in connection with the Special Court and under the Vote 
“ Education ” and increase to the subsidy payable to the Paramount 
Chief. 


The above table does not include the Extraordinary Revenue and 
Expenditure for the years indicated. During the year under review 
the former amounted to £13,855, derived principally from the sales 
of Crown land, and the latter to £11,689, expended chiefly in connection 
with the eradication of East Coast fever, and Extraordinary Public 
Works. 


The following comparative statements show the actual Revenue 
and Expenditure for the financial years 1912-13 and 1913-14 :— 

















Revenue. 
Head. « | 1913-14. | 1912-13. | Increase. | Decrease. 
£ £ £ £ 

Licences Sn aN 32 2,679 2,897 — 218 
Native Tax .. Bes ars 26,061 25,744 317 _ 
Dog Tax fe at an 2,890 2,862 28 —_ 
Native Pass Stamps Bra 491 708 _— 217 
Fines, Court Fees, etc. eal 1,700 1,953 —_— 253 
Revenue Stamps .. bo 837 1,046 _ 209 
Transfer Duty me ne 1,304 748 556 —_ 
Import Dues aM Se 7,571 7,576 _— 5 
Posts and Telegraph: Ps 1,792 1,524 268 _— 
Concession Rents .. Bo 3,523 5,402 _— 1,879 
Base Metal Royalty ar 657 200 457 — 
Miscellaneous os NG 888 767 121 —_— 
Total Ordinary Revenue .. 50,393 51,427 1,747 2,781 
Sale of Crown Land, Leases, 

&e. a ae . 10,663 6,956 3,707 —_ 
Recoveries of Survey Costs 1,291 52 1,239 _ 
Recoveries on account of 

land expropriated in 

connection with settle- 

ment oe ie 1,901 _ 1,901 _ 

£ 64,248 58,435 8,594 2,781 











The increases under the various heads of ordinary revenue may be 
taken as an indication of slight general progress, whereas the decreasess 
were caused by extraneous affairs as stated above. 


The falling off under the head of Concession Rentals was due to the 
fact that a Proclamation was issued making all rentals payable on a 
fixed date, viz: December 31st, whereas previously they were payable 
on the dates fixed in the deed of concession. The deficit under this 
head will be recovered during the current financial year. 
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Expenditure. 
Head. 1913-14. | 1912-13. | Increase. | Decrease. 
£ £ £ £ 

Establishments = .. | 11,678 11,038 640 ae 
Police ms cas 13,155 13,340 —_ 185 
Transport .. a 1,163 1,019 144 —_ 
Posts and Telegraphs se | + 2,484 2,117 317 — 
Administration of Justice .. 4,167 2,816 1,351 — 
Public works “Recurrent” .. 2,138 4,284 —_— 2,146 
Medical a2 aS Se 2,761 2,146 615 —_ 
Education .. an aX, 2,414 2,170 244 —_ 
Veterinary .. os 879 861 18 _— 
Allowances, etc., Native 

Chiefs .. Ee ae 1,306 1,067 239 —_ 
Pensions i es ar 921 921 _— — 
Interest Be ee 3,600 3,600 — — 
Refunds of Revenue | ahs 30 68 —_ 38 
Miscellaneous oe 1,547 1,709 — 162 
Sinking Fund ans 2,054 2,054 — —_— 
Deeds Registry & Surveys 2,030 — 2,030 — 
Total Ordinary Expendi- 

ture ere se rs 52,277 49,210 5,598 2,531 
Public Works Extra- 

ordinary 4,624 1,200 3,424 — 
Concession and Partition 

Expenses 325 8,493 _— 3,168 
Eradication of East Coast : 

Fever... 4,658 3,486 1,172 —_ 
Mbabane Township Water 

Supply . 399 _— 399 _— 
Land expropriated in con- 

nection with Settle- 

ment... a 356 886 _ 530 
Refund to Swazi Nation as 1,328 _ 1,328 _ 
Bremersdorp Township .. —_ 15 _ 15 
Refunds, Overpayments, 

Land Purchased aie _ 193 - 193 

63,967 58,543 11,921 6,497 

















Ordinary expenditure shows an increase under most heads, due to 
casual circumstances, except in the cases referred to above. 


(b) Pustic Dest. 


The Public Debt is £100,000, made up as follows :— 

Swaziland Consolidated Loan, bearing interest at 3} per cent. per 
annum and repayable through the medium of a sinking fund within 
25 years from the 1st April, 1900 ; 

Swazi National Trust Fund, £20, 000, bearing interest at 4 per cent. 
per annum. 


(c) Assets AND LIABILITIES. 


On March 81st, 1914, liabilities exceeded assets by £92,218 9s. 4d. 
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(d) CURRENCY AND BANKING. 


The currency is British coin and coins of the late South African 
Republic. The National Bank of South Africa, Limited, has a branch 
at Mbabane, where the amount on deposit at March 31st, 1914, was 
£28,361. The northern and southern parts of the Territory deal 
with banks in the Transvaal which are more conveniently situated 
to those parts. At various Post Offices in the Territory, Post Office 
Savings Bank business is conducted. The number of depositors at 
March 31st, was 171, with a total credit of £2,141. 


e) Customs. 


By an agreement with the Government of the Union of South 
Africa, dated June 30th, 1910, Swaziland is dealt with, for customs 
purposes, as part of the Union. Payments due to Swaziland are 
assessed on the proportion which the average of the collections for 
the three years ended the 31st March, 1911, bears to the total customs 
collections of the Union in each year. The collections for the year 
under review amount to £7,571, as compared with £7,576 and £7,175 
for the years 1912-13 and 1911-12 respectively. 


II—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
(a) TRADE. 


For the reasons indicated above, no statistics of imports and exports 
are now kept. The volume of trade is small, as the majority of the 
natives are not wage earners, and as agriculturists they, as a rule, 
grow sufficient for their own requirements. A considerable pro- 
portion of those who go out to work earn and spend their wages out- 
side the Territory, except where sums of money may be remitted to 
relatives for the payment of taxes and the purchase of food when 
there is a shortage of the latter. Competition in trade is keen, though 
a standard of prices is usually maintained by the traders. Owing to 
high transport charges and to the small turnover of the traders the 
cost of living is high. The following were the average prices of food- 
stuffs obtaining throughout the year. Flour per bag 100 Ibs. 25s. ; 
Mealies per bag 200 Ibs. 17s. 6d.; Mealie Meal per bag 180 Ibs. 20s. ; 
Potatoes per bag 150 Ibs. 20s. ; Butter per lb. 2s. 6d.; Milk per quart 
9d.; Eggs per dozen 2s. 6d.; Sugar per Jb. 4d.; Beef and Mutton 
per Ib. 1ld.; Rice per lb. 4d. 


(b) AGRICULTURE. 


Although good crops were not reaped throughout the Territory, 
the year was not an unfavourable one generally, and there is little 
likelihood of there being a shortage of food before the new season’s 
crops are available. Want of rain at the right season is the principal 
cause of failure in native crops, but with the more advanced methods 
of cultivation that are gradually being adopted the natives of Swazi- 
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land should not, save under exceptional circumstances, have to rely 
on outside supplies. As a general rule, however, the native indiffer- 
ently cultivates less than the minimum quantity of land sufficient for 
his requirements, so that recourse has to be made to the trader, even 
in normal years, and a bad season usually finds him short of food. 
There are indications, however, of a gradual but general improvement 
in native agriculture. 


The annual agricultural show was held at Bremersdorp, under the 
auspices of the Swaziland Farmers’ Association, when two judges, 
kindly lent by the Union Department of Agriculture, examined the 
exhibits and addressed the farmers. This show clearly indicates 
that with the settled conditions of land tenure the European farmers 
are making favourable progress, and although agricultural farming 
on a large scale has not yet been attempted, probably owing to the 
want of a railway and accessible markets, the small farmer is showing 
that the country is well suited to his needs. 


The Government allotted a further number of small holdings to 
European farmers. In all 31 grants were made, of a total of approx- 
imately 55,000 morgen at an average price of 6s. 6d. per morgen, 
these include a sale of 40,000 morgen to a ranching company (a 
morgen equals 2°11654 English acres). 


The experts of the Union of South Africa kindly lent by the 
Government for the purpose have reported favourably on the suit- 
ability of the soil and climate in various parts of the Territory for 
cotton and tobacco growing, and for the cultivation of fruits, 
particularly citrus. Up to the present these branches of agriculture 
have received but little attention. 


(c) Stock. 


The following are the estimated numbers of stock at March 31st, 
1914 :— 


Horned Cattle .. a ae in .. 78,000 
Horses ae i a re Ss sf 550 
Mules my Se ne es ee oe 350 
Donkeys .. ha ts - 1,550 
Native Sheep and Goats . a Ae .. 163,600 
Pigs ae we aA 9,000 


In addition to the above ae came 200,000 sheep are brought 
into Swaziland from the Transvaal-for winter grazing each year. 


The campaign against East Coast fever in cattle continued 
unabated, and the efficacy of dipping cattle has been conclusively 
proved in this respect. There were several fresh outbreaks of the 
disease during the year,, 1409 animals dying from the disease. In afew 
instances the outbreaks were due to the surreptitious movement of 
cattle from infected areas, but in others the infection can only be 
attributed to infected ticks having become attached to the clothing 
of persons, and by that means carried into clean areas. The Govern- 
ment takes control immediately an outbreak is notified and uses such 
means as may be necessary for arresting the outbreak. Compensation 
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is paid to owners for all cattle that die of the disease or that may be 
destroyed after the Government has taken control. At the end of 
the financial year there were 32 dipping tanks in various parts of the 
Territory, at which approximately 46,000 head of cattle were being 
dipped regularly every three or five days. It is proposed to continue 
erecting tanks until every head of cattle in the Territory can be 
regularly dipped. 


A few outbreaks of quarter-evil, ordinary red-water, gall sickness 
and heart-water were notified, but none were of a serious nature. 
In the case of the outbreak of quarter-evil all cattle in the immediate 
vicinity were inoculated, and no further deaths were recorded after 
this was completed. With the further extension of dipping operations 
the other diseases referred to will, it is hoped, gradually be reduced to a 
negligible quantity. 


The Government purchased five more pure bred bulls for service 
amongst the native herds. These purchases were made from the 
Swazi National Fund, a fund established and maintained from direct 
contributions by the natives. 


Ranching on a comparatively large scale has been commenced by 
two companies formed for the purpose. These companies are importing 
a number of pure bred bulls to cross with the native and other cattle 
purchased by them. Other companies and persons are obtaining 
land for similar purposes. Practically the whole of Swaziland, par- 
ticularly the low and middle veld, is admirably suited for cattle 
ranching and the development of the Territory is likely to be 
influenced largely by this aspect. 


(d) Minine. 


Mining in Swaziland is carried on under the authority of concessions 
granted by the late King Umbandine and the Crown Minerals Order 
in Council. Gold and tin are the only minerals worked commercially 
at the present time. The Crown owns a few mineral areas, on which, 
however, no development has yet taken place. 


The outputs for the past five years are as follows :— 


Valued at 
Cassiterite Tin. Tons. £ 
1909-10 re 446 2 28,368 
1910-11 vs 476 Mv 42,250 
1911-12 ats 313 ae 32,397 
1912-13 ae 385 an 37,946 
1913-14 Bd 492 es 51,220 
Valued at 
Fine Gold. Ozs. £ 
1909-10 .. 11,202 a 46,707 
1910-11 .. 18,543 35 57,530 
1911-12 ce ATR oa 62,783 
1912-13 .. 13,011 as 55,266 


1913-14 .» 11,824 oe 48,104 
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III.—LEGISLATION. 


The principal legislation promulgated during the year is embodied 
in the following proclamations :— 


Proclamation No. 19 of 1913, consolidating and amending the law 
regulating the controlling, procuring and engaging of Natives 
to work or labour within or beyond the borders of Swaziland ; 


Proclamation No. 22 of 1913, amending the Customs law and tarifi. 


Proclamation No. 24 of 1913, providing for the removal of Natives 
from private land to Native Areas at the close of the period of 
concurrent occupation ; 


Proclamation No. 36 of 1913, providing for the suspension of Pensions 
of persons who having been employed in the Swaziland Govern- 
ment become directors of Companies operating in Swaziland ; 


Proclamation No. 4 of 1914, amending the tariff of fees allowed to 
Attorneys on taxation of costs in the Special Court of Swaziland. 





IV.—EDUCATION. 


Government Schools for European children are established at 
Bremersdorp, Ferreira’s Station, Hluti, Mantambi and Driefontein. 
The average attendance at these schools was 95. The Zombode 
School for natives, also a Government School, at which the Paramount 
Chief, aged 16, attends, shows an average attendance of 46. A private 
primary and secondary school for Europeans has been established at 
Mbabane; it had an average attendance of 41 during the year. This 
school receives a Government grant and charges no tuition fees. 
Boarding bursaries at the rate of 4s. per child per week are paid by 
Government for all European pupils whose parents are in poor circum- 
stances and who reside three miles or more from a school. Certain 
Missions receive Government grants-in-aid for native education. 
During the year under review the grants so made amounted to £300. 
The total sum spent on education during the year was £2,414. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


The Hospital at Mbabane, the only Government Institution, con- 
tains one European ward and two native wards. 78 Patients were 
admitted during the year, and 1,820 out-patients were treated. One 
death occurred in the hospital. The natives do not as a rule make 
voluntary use of the services of the Medical Officers, and even when 
treatment is made by the doctors the patient will often consult and 
follow the advice of a native medicine man. 
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VI.— JUDICIAL. 
(a) Potice. 
The authorised strength of the Swaziland Police was :— 


Europeans. 


1 Assistant Commissioner, 
1 Acting Inspector, 
1 Sub-Inspector, 
1 Acting Sub-Inspector, 
4 Sergeants, 
4 Corporals, 
11 Troopers, 


Natives. 


1 Sergeant-Major, 
6 Sergeants, 
13 Corporals, 
125 Constables. 


(6) CriminaL Statistics. 


During the year 1,763 cases were reported to the Police. Of these 
39 were trivial and no proceedings were taken, and 22 were not brought 
before the Courts for want of evidence. The cases dealt with were 
made up as follows :— 


Homicides .. oy ft We os i 20 
Other offences against the person a iy 287 
Offences against public peace and order ee 56 
Offences against property .. ds ap i 168 
Other offences ve ca nS ae .. 1,232 


3,114 persons were brought before the Inferior Courts during the 
year. Of this number 188 were discharged on the merits of the case, 
2,844 were summarily convicted, and 81 were committed for triat 
before the Superior Court. 

The following table shows the number of convictions and acquittals 
during the last four years :— 


Summary Convictions. 
1910-11 1911-12 1912-13 1913-14 


Offences against the person .. 264 221 190 352 
Offences against property .. 93 225 154 183 
Offences against revenue and 

pass laws ue .. 1,020 979 1,633 1,681 


Other offences. . ae 2. 449 364 518 628 
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Convictions in Superior Courts. 


Homicides... a 5S 3 12 12 59 

Offences against the person .. 2 5 8 10 

Offences against property .. 1 _ iy - 
Number of persons Acquitted. 

In Inferior Courts... .. 167 222 153 188 

In Superior Courts .. ae 8 4 19 13 


The table for the year under review shows little but casual variation 
except in the case of homicides under the head of “Convictions in 
Superior Courts,” and offences against the person under “Summary 
convictions.” The principal cause of these increases was due to the 
arrest and conviction of a number of natives who engaged in a faction 
fight. 


(c) Gaots. 


During the year 1481 persons were received into the various gaols, 
viz.: 1,427 men, 48 women, and 6 juveniles. Of the number admitted 
to prison 33 had been once previously convicted, 19 twice, and 15 
thrice or more. Five prisoners were admitted to hospital, and there 
was one death. 


VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 
(a) PoruLaTion. 


A census of the population of Swaziland was taken in May, 1911. 
The following table shows the result :— 


Total population of Swaziland on 7th May, 1911. 






































EUROPEANS. CoLoURED. 
Males. | Females. Males. Females. 
Total Total. 
Under|21 and] Under|21 and Underj21 and] Under|21 and 
21 | over.| 21 | over. 21 | over.| 21 | over. 
2 | ss | 250 210 | 1,083 54 | 30 | 44 15 | 143 














NatIvEs. 
7 
Males. | Females. | Under 15. 
Total 
Total | Population. 
Married} Single | Married! Single | Males /Females| 




















98,733 99,959 





12,148 | 10,377 |25208 





6,780 | 21,573 21007 
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The table shows an increase since the last census (1904) of 193 
Europeans, 71 coloured persons, and 14,204 natives. 


(b) Brarus, DeaTus, aNnD MarriaGEs. 
Europeans :— 


Births 33, or approximately 22 per 1,000. 
Deaths 12, or approximately 8 per 1,000. 
Marriages 7. 


Births and deaths of natives are not registered. There were 50 
marriages according to Christian rites amongst the native population. 


(c) Pustio HEatru. 


The general health of the community was good. The prevalence 
of malaria in the low veld was less severe in its effects than in the 
previous year. The Government distributes free issues of quinine 
to natives, but no great advantage is taken of this, as the majority 
of the natives still prefer their own remedies. No cases of typhoid 
were recorded. It is hoped that, as a supply of good water has been 
laid on to the Mbabane Township, this disease will not reappear there. 
There was a severe outbreak of measles in the south of Swaziland that 
resulted fatally in the case of a number of children who developed 
the usual chest complications ; the disease spread to other districts, 
but was there less virulent and was not attended with such unfortunate 
results. There was also a sporadic outbreak of chicken-pox, but no 
case was fatal. Free vaccination amongst the natives was again done 
during the year, but not to any large extent. No cases of small-pox 
were notified. The Medical Officer reports the discovery of seven 
cases of leprosy amongst natives. The patients have been isolated. 
A few cases of dysentery occurred in the low lying parts of the country 
and occasional cases of liver abscess were reported. The climate 
generally is very salubrious except in the low veld, which is malarial 
during the rainy season. 


(d) MetzoroLoey. 


The average rainfall throughout the Territory was 32°67 inches. 
The maximum recorded at an observation station was 47°82, which 
fell on 136 days; the minimum record 20°37, which fell on 89 days. 
As with the rainfall, the temperature varies considerably with the 
altitude of the station. At Mbabane, which lies at an altitude of 
approximately 4,000 feet, the highest screen temperature recorded 
was 94°, while the lowest was 34°. At Croydon, an observation station 
in the low veld, the maximum screen temperature was 108°3° and the 
minimum 34°8°. The former figures may be taken as typical of the 
hilly parts of the country, and the latter as reflecting the low veld 
generally with a probable variation of three or four degrees for the 
maximum in both cases. 
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VITI—POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH STATISTICS. 


These services are under the control of the Postmaster-General of 
the Union, but are paid for from the revenues of Swaziland. The 
revenue for the year amounted to £1,792, and the expenditure to 
£2,434. The number of Post Offices was 9, Money Order Offices 4, 
and Telegraph: Offices 5. The Postmaster-General has furnished the 
following figures :— 


Estimated total number of letters, etc., dealt with during the year :— 














Letters .. ee a oa o .. 172,172 
Post Cards ag aA hk an Bi 5,720 
Newspapers uf ie ie a .. 27,820 
Book Packets, Samples and Circulars. . -. 15,652 
Parcels .. Be oe th ap 2,496 
Telegrams (forwarded only) .. es .. 12,187 


The amount deposited in the Post Office Savings Bank during the 
year was £1,918 and the withdrawals £1,191. The amount standing 
to the credit of depositors at March 31st, 1914 was £2,141; the 
number of depositors being 171. The rate of interest was 3 per cent. 
per annum. Money Orders were issued to the value of £6,610 and paid 
to the value of £2,948. 


A passenger mule coach service runs twice weekly between Breyten 
Station and Mbabane, a distance of over 80 miles. Motor car services 
for passengers have also been established since the roads have been 
improved and the gradients lessened; these make a saving of about 
15 hours on the journey. 





IX.—GENERAL. 


There is nothing of importance to record from a political point of 
view. The period allowed for the free occupation of private land by 
natives under the Swaziland Concessions Partition Proclamation, 
1907, expired on the 30th June, 1914, and the Government took such 
steps, legislative and otherwise, as were necessary to prepare the 
natives to meet the position. It may not be out of place to state 
here, though the matter does not come within the purview of events 
of the year under review in this report, that the movement has, at 
the date of writing, been completed without friction, such natives 
as have not moved from private land to native areas having arranged 
matters with their European landlords. 


The labour strikes on the Rand during July, 1913, and January, 
1914, were to a slight extent reflected in Swaziland, principally owing 
to the curtailment of the recruiting of native labour and the consequent 
reduction of the amount of money advanced as wages by labour agents 
to natives, and also to the difficulty in obtaining supplies from the 
area in question. 


C.O.N°52. 





i) 
ys 
hgonteugs asaa0s 


SWAZILAND 


Reference 
Native Areas tinted pink 
Cattle Dips erected before 31% Mareh 1914 shewn thus. om) 
Areas infected with East Fever at 318t March 1914 shewa thus._gaagiil 


Ordnance Sever Office, Southampton, 815. 


Hosted by (es oogle 


Hosted by G oogle 
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During the year 3,566 labour contracts for service beyond the borders 
were attested. In addition to this number 6,267 travelling passes 
were issued to natives, principally for the purpose of seeking work 
outside Swaziland. 


During the year the Chiefs, while accepting the partition of con- 
cessions, and the position consequent on the termination of the period 
of the right of the Swazis to occupy private land, considered it desirable 
to acquire from concessionaires areas of land for national occupation, 
additional to the native areas set aside under the Swaziland Con- 
cessions Partition Proclamation, 1907. The request for voluntary 
contributions to be devoted to this purpose has not been responded 
to by the natives to any large extent. The Chiefs have placed the 
funds collected in the hands of the Government, which will control 
any transactions that may be allowed. 


Early in 1914 the dissemination of incorrect reports pointing to a 
native rising in Swaziland occasioned considerable alarm amongst 
farmers in the Eastern Transvaal living close to the Swaziland border. 
Much inconvenience to these farmers—and to Swazis living near the 
Transvaal border, on whom the alarm reacted to some extent—could 
have been prevented had the existence of the reports in the Transvaal 
been brought to the immediate notice of the local authorities. 


T. A. Stewarp, 
For Government Secretary. 
Mbabane, Swaziland, 
October 14th, 1914. 





CotonraL Orrice Nore:—A sketch map showing roughly the 
boundaries of native areas is annexed. 





COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 





The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony, &c. Year. 
801 Seychelles .. SS sed fe ee of 1913 
802 Ceylon is os ae a es af 
803 Bermuda... ae oe ws Sy oe a 
804 Weihaiwei .. oe Mi aA nn oe i 
805 Gambia ate Re: ook x fe Les . 
806 Gold Coast . a ny Sy 
807. Northern Territories, Gold Coast... oe hs M 
808 Sierra Leone e ‘ we an a 
809 Bahamas... hc 58 -» 1913-1914 
810 Cayman Islands (Jamaica) aie ie a 1912-1913 
811 Fiji .. a 2 a f6 Sis ne 1913 
812 Ashanti 5 ee oe oe a 20 % 
813 Basutoland .. ede te ie en .. 1913-1914 
814 Hong Kong .. BAe t ie 1913 
815 Bechuanaland Protectorate | ni fs -» 1913-1914 
816 Imperial Institute .. as os os ou 1913 
817 Falkland Islands ah aye ee cee ‘ 
818 Malta af ss a a5 1913-1914 


819 Trinidad and Tobago = cf Be os 45 
820 Jamaica 


oe : a oi is vs 
821 Northern Nigeria .. a oe ae ire 1913 
822 Grenada ae aie ae we ee nA +3 
823 Zanzibar 3 eo se os eee a a8 
824 Barbados .. ee Le my es on 1913-1914 
825 Southern Nigeria .. se sf Bo oh 1913 

eS 826 Mauritius .. a a a ee oe oe 
827 British Honduras .. fe oie Tee 6 
828 Colonial Survey Committee es at an 1913-1914 
829 Tonga Protectorate oe es an ae 3 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony, &c. Subject. 


18 Weihaiwei .. Census, 1911. 

719 Northern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 
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I.—FINANCIAL. 


1. The Protectorate revenue for the year 1913-14 totalled £256,559, 
an increase of £17,904 over the amount collected in 1912-13 and 
exceeding the original estimate by £34,303. 


2. The actual expenditure forthe year, exclusive of loan expenditure, 
was £290,180 as against the estimate of £303,947. The grant-in-aid 
from Imperial funds was £35,000. 


3. The following table shows the revenue, grant-in-aid, and 
expenditure for the last five years :— 





1910-11.) 1911-12. 





























—_— 1909-10. 1912-13.| 1913-14. 
£ £ £ £ £ 
Revenue .. a .-| 165,145] 191,094) 203,492! 238,655) 256,559 
Grant-in-aid oo ..| 103,262} 96,000} 65,000} 45,000} 35,000 
Total .. ee . .|£268,407 |£287,094 |£268,492 |£283,655 |£291,559 
| | 
Expenditure i : pep ab £252,374 £283,689 |£292, 147 |£290,180 
| | | 
REVENUE. 





4. Customs revenue showed an increase of £12,214, of which £11,560 
was the increase on the contribution to Uganda funds from the East 
Africa Protectorate on account of duties on Uganda imports collected 
at Mombasa. This contribution is fixed at the beginning of the financial 
year, and is therefore not affected by any unforeseen increase in the 
value of goods imported. The amount of the contribution for 1913-14 
was £37,560. Export duties which are collected in Uganda increased 
by £610. Collections under the head, Licences, Excise, and Internal 
Revenue, showed an increase of £11,448 over the collections for the 
previous year and an increase of £23,556 over the estimate. The 
principal items of increase were Game Licences £1,781, Poll Taxes 
£6,937, and Trading Licences £2,660; the last figure represents the 
total revenue received from Trading Licences which were introduced 
on the Ist April, 1913, under the provisions of the Licensing Ordinance, 
1912. The fees for Licences are :—For a general trading licence £10 
(Rupees 150), and for each additional general tradmg store £1 
(Rupees 15), for a retail trading licence £3 (Rupees 45) and for each 
additional retail store £1 (Rupees 15). Other items showing increases 
worthy of mention were Survey fees £898 13s. 9d., Land Rents £1,448, 
Interest on Investments £2,928, and Land Sales £847. 


5. The only decreases which call for comment are under Transport 
Services, £5,326, and Government Railways £8,098. In 1912-13 the 
revenue obtained from the Lake Kioga Marine Service was accounted 
for under the former heading, but from the 1st April, 1913, this service 
was amalgamated with the Busoga Railway system and receipts are 
brought to account under that head. There were, however, actual 
decreases in the receipts from the Motor Transport Services and the 
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Lake Albert Steamer Service. The estimated receipts from these 
services were £4,420 and £1,700 respectively, but, owing to delay in 
the completion of the motor road from Masindi to Butiaba, traffic 
along this route did not reach the anticipated proportions. 


6. The Busoga Railway had to meet, for the first time, the charges 
for interest and sinking fund on the construction loan, amounting to 
£7,650. It was anticipated that a net profit would be obtained, but, 
instead of this, there was a loss on the year’s working of £4,008. This 
was due, in part, to the fact that the Lake Victoria Marine Transport 
rates, which had been applied to Lake Kioga, were found to be too 
low to meet the greater expense of water transport on that Lake, and 
was partly caused by an over-estimate of the amount of cotton which 
might be expected as freight. The crop was good, but a much larger 
proportion of it than was expected was carried to Lake Victoria by 
other routes. It is, of course, difficult to foresee the exact area which 
will be tapped by a new railway, and these mistakes will be avoided 
in future. There is every reason to hope that this railway will soon 
prove a profitable investment. 


EXPENDITURE. 


7. The total sum, exclusive of loan funds, spent on develop- 
ment works, was less than that of the previous year by £1,967. 
The steady development of the Protectorate, however, inevitably leads 
to an annual increase in the expenses of administration, and most of 
the principal departments of the Public Service show a higher expen 
diture than in the previous year. The principal increases were :— 
Provincial Administration £4,051, Agricultural Department £3,928, 
and Medical Department, £3,712. The total expenditure of these 
departments for the year was :—Provincial Administration £29,126, 
Agricultural Department £10,161, and Medical Department £20,489. 
The last is exclusive of an expenditure of £6,713 on the upkeep of 
hospitals and dispensaries and £933 spent on special measures to 
combat the spread of plague in the Eastern Province. An apparent 
increase of £7,841 under Native Affairs is due principally to the 
fact that, owing to a readjustment of the payments made to native 
chiefs, payments amounting to £4,738 which had become due in the 
previous financial year were not actually paid until the year 1913-14, 
and consequently appear in the accounts for that year; another 
contributing factor was the increase in percentages paid on the 
collection of poll tax, owing to the increase in the amount collected. 


8. The expenditure under the head, Port and Marine Department, 
and under the head, Railway Department, which amounted in 1912-13 
to £25,383 and £6,458 respectively, disappears from the accounts owing 
to the amalgamation of the Busoga Railway and Lake Kioga Marine 
services referred to under the head of revenue. The accounts of these 
departments now form part of the Uganda Railway accounts and only 
the net profit or loss on working is shown in the Protectorate accounts. 
As explained above, the result of the year’s working was a loss of 
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£4,008. A portion of the expenditure under Port and Marine reappears 
under the head, Lake Albert Marine Transport Service, the cost of 
which for 1913-14 was £3,880. 


Loan EXxpPEenDiTURE. 


9. In addition to the ordinary expenditure a sum of £52,694 was 
spent on development works which are being paid for from loans 

nted by the Imperial Treasury. There are two such loans, one for 
£170,000 for the construction of the Busoga (Jinja-Namasagali Railway, 
and one for £125,000 for the improvement of communications mainly 
in connection with the cotton industry. The latter has been allocated 
as follows :—£32,000 for the construction of a 1ailway from Kampala 
to Port Bell, and £93,000 for improvement of the waterways, roads, 
and telegraph services in the Eastern Province, which is the principal 
cotton-growing area. The expenditure under these services during 
the past year has been as follows :— 


£ 
Busoga Railway As ; .. 12,013 
Kampala-Port Bell alway : .» 14,955 
Eastern Province Communications .. 25,726 





Total ae .. 62,694 





The total expenditure under the loans up to the 31st March, 1914, 
was as follows :— 


= 
Busoga Railway 24 i .. 156,072 
Kampala-Port Bell Railway... .» 15,290 
Eastern Province Communications .. 29,670 


Interest at 3 per cent. is paid on the Busoga Railway Loan, and there 
is a 14 per cent. sinking fund. 


GovERNMENT Savines Bank. 


10. The total number of depositors in the Government Savings 
Bank was 384 as against 335 in the previous year, and the amount 
standing to their credit was £6,610, as compared with £5,113 at the 
end of 1912-13. Of 99 accounts opened during the year 40 were opened 
by natives and 59 by non-natives., The bank is very little used by 
natives, who are very slow to appreciate either its object or its 
advantages. 


II.—TRADE, 


11. The total volume of the Protectorate trade during the year 
amounted to £1,628,508, an increase of £322,318 over the previous 
year. Imports show an increase of £229,448, and domestic exports of 
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£74,777. The value of the imports and exports during the last five 
years is given in the subjoined tables :— 








Imports. 
Private |Government| . Goods in 
Year. Merchandise} Stores. Specie. Transit. Totals. 
£ £ £ £ £ 
1909-1910 288,876 34,228 36,901 43,395 403,400 


1910-1911 | 347,823 | (a) 32,428 | 123,383 51,724 | 555,358 
1911-1912 | 428,199 | (b) 51,753 96,374 48,211 | 624,537 
1912-1913 | 535,891 | (c) 54,424 | 120,397 69,234 | 779,946 
1913-1914 | 754,754 | (d) 61,414 | 123,993 81,094 | 1,021,255 





(a) Includes £6,007 value of material for the Busoga Railway. 

(b) Includes £14,806 value of material for the Busoga Railway. 

(c) Includes £21,807 value of material for the Busoga Railway, and 
£12,347 value of vessels for the Lake Kioga Service. 

(a) Includes £2,516 value of material for the Busoga Railway and 
£5,934 value of material for the Kampala-Port Bell Railway. 











Exports. 
*Re-exports. 
Local 
ear. Produce. ables 
Merchandise. Specie. 
£ £ £ £ 

1909-1910. 175,934 43,910 5,427 225,271 
1910-1911 Pe 306,609 30,847 2,870 340,326 
1911-1912... 367,575 17,125 7,891 392,591 
1912-1913. 436,902 15,408 4,700 457,010 
1913-1914. 511,679 12,581 1,899 526,159 














*Re-exports are exclusive of “‘ Goods in Transit,’ the value of which is 
shown under Imports. 


Imports. 


12. The classification of imports has been varied during the year, 
and the following figures are based on the former classification. 


The principal increases in the value of articles imported for home 
consumption appear under the following items :— 


Yams and Textile Fabrics, £95,421; Wheeled Vehicles, £27,497 ; 
Unenumerated Items, £13,805; Metals, £12,269; Wearing 
Apparel, £10,997; Oils, Fats, and Grease, £9,524; Machinery, 
£7,214; Provisions, £6,882; Timber, £6,543; Agricultural 
Implements, £5,622 ; Hardware, £4,502 ; Stationery, £4,108. 


Imports of Railway, Tramway, and Road Materials showa decrease 
- of £13,325; Ships, Boats, and Launches, etc., a decrease of £12,320; 
and Ivory a decrease of £1,555. 
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Food, Drink, and Tobacco. 


The total value of imports classified under this head shows a net 
increase of £26,574, the largest increases appearing under the heads :— 
Provisions, £6,882 ; Tobacco, £4,274; Rice, £3,620; Spirits, £3,001 ; 
Sugar, £2,803 ; Flour, £2,082 ; Salt, £1,498; and Cigarettes, £1,171. 


There are no decreases worthy of note. 
Raw Materials. 


There was a net increase in the value of imports of articles classified 
under this head of £15,801. Imports of timber show an increase of 
£3,543, kerosene oil £5,297, and other kinds of oils, fats, and grease 
£4,227. Imports of ivory have decreased by £1,555. and the import 
of rubber has practically ceased. The whole of the rubber formerly 
imported came from the Congo Free State, or from the neutral zone 
which formerly existed between that State and Uganda. The great 
part of this was illicitly obtained, and now that the disputed zone is 
under settled administration the smuggling of rubber has practically 
ceased. The amount of rubber from the Congo passed through in 
transit was increased in value by £11,057. The increase in the amount 
of timber imported is due.to the great activity of the local building 
trade. 


Manufactured or Partly Manufactured Articles. 


The imports under this head again show a remarkable increase of 
£184,287, an advance of 38°33 per cent. on those of the previous year. 
The most important items showing increases are :— 


Yarns and textile fabrics, £95,421, of which £23,516 is on account 
of americani, £18,457 bafta, and £53,448 other kinds, 
including blankets, £36,161; wheeled vehicles, £27,497, of which 

~ bicycles and accessories, including motor, account for £15,675, 
and motor and other kinds of vehicles, such as wagons and carts, 
£11,822 ; metals, £12,269, including galvanised iron, £1,418; brass 
and copper, £5,762; and iron or steel, £4,895 ; wearing apparel, 
£10,997 ; machinery, £5,398. 


The all-round increase in the import of articles in this class is satis- 
factory evidence of the general development of the Protectorate. 
The increases under yarns and textile fabrics, blankets, bicycles and 
accessories reflect the ever-growing prosperity of the native 
population and wider diffusion of money. 


Exports. 
13. The increase in the value of exports of £74,777 is again satis- 


factory, and the figures would have been greater but for the lateness 
of the cotton crops. 
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Food, Drink, and Tobacco. 


The value of exports in this class amounted to £58,567, as compared 
with £55,771 in 1912-1913, a net increase of £2,796. The principal 
items showing increases were: coffee £14,227, and ghee £1,068. The 
exports of coffee have increased from 956 cwts., valued at £892, in 
1902-1903 to 12,252 ewts., valued at £23,169, in 1913-1914, but it was 
not until 1911 that any material development of the industry took 
place, and future years should show a steady expansion of the export 
trade in this product. 


Raw Materials. 


The increase in the value of raw materials exported was £74,442, 
the total value of the exports in this class being £451,512. Of the 
total increase in value the cotton exports were responsible for £65,472 ; 
hides £7,072; ivory £4,836; plantation rubber £2,100; and calf 

_Skins, £1,263. Goat skins again show an increase in value but a 
considerable decrease in quantity. 


The amount of cotton exported from the Protectorate has risen from 
6,488 bales, valued at £59,594, in 1909-1910 to 27,980 bales, valued at 
‘£317,687, in 1913-1914. The export of unginned cotton increased by 
£5,112 in value and decreased in quantity. The prices for cotton ruled 
-higher than in 1912-1913. : 


Manufactured Articles. 


The total value of the exports under this head was £1,600, a decrease 
‘of £2,461. There was a slight increase in the export of sim sim oil, 
but no cotton seed oil was exported. 


Direction oF TRADE. 


14. Imports from the United Kingdom were valued at £380,049, 
an advance of £94,466 on the previous year. Imports from al] British 
"possessions totalled £505,015, an increase of £110,006, and from foreign 
‘countries £392,247, being an increase of £127,913 over the figures for 
‘the previous year. 


Articles of import from the United Kingdom which showed marked 
increases were: Yarns and textile fabrics, £19,045 ; wheeled vehicles 
‘£22,813, of which bicycles and motor-bicycles account for £14,921, and 
other motor vehicles, carts, and wagons for £7,892 ; metals, £10,091 ; 
machinery, £8,755 ; and wearing apparel, £5,512. 
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The following table shows the principal items in which foreign 
countries hold the market and the value of the imports of each :— 








From United] From British |From Forei; 
Kingdom. | Possessions. Countries. Total. 
£ £ £ & 

Ale and Beer .. 401 78 2,069 2,548 

Condensed Milk. 501 —_ 2,402 2,903 

Tobacco es 891 39 11,786 12,716 

Wines .. is 760 1: 5,588 6,355 

Kerosene Oil —_ — 15,633 16,533 

Timber as 160 184 9,457 9,801 

Matches Be 47 _— 2,494 2,541 

Lamps .. Sse 1,469 339 3,877 5,685 
Yarns and Textile 

Fabrics :— 

“* Americani” 1,039 203 107,192 108,434 

Bafta a 39,055 94 2,453 41,602 

Blankets a 7,654 299 30,133 38,086 

Other kinds .. 46,899 34,318 63,977 145,194 

















Transit TRADE. 


15. The transit trade shows an increase of £11,860. 

The amount of rubber from the Congo Belge which passed through 
the Protectorate increased in value by £11,057, and ivory decreased 
by £3,199. The total value of goods passed “in transit” was £81,094. 


III.—AGRICULTURE. 


16. The agricultural exports of the Protectorate must be considered 
in two classes, (1) native-grown crops, and (2) “ planters’ crops.” 
At present “‘ planting ” by Europeans is in its infancy and the Native 
products greatly preponderate. Of these, cotton overshadows all 
others and is, by far, the most important economic product of the 
Protectorate. - 


17. The area under this crop during the year was estimated at over: 
100,000 acres and the output at approximately 24,000 tons of seed 
cotton, which is equivalent in ginned cotton to about 40,000 bales. 
A great part of this erop does not appear in the export returns as, 
though practically all the seed cotton had been sold by the end of the 
financial year, only a portion of the crop had been ginned and exported. 


The quality of the crop was the subject of some comment, and 
ginners report that the lint percentages obtained have been dis- 
appointing and some of the cotton inclined to be weak. It is considered, 
however, that this has been merely a seasonal variation due to the 


UGANDA, 1913-14, 1l 


lateness of the rains in the Eastern Province, where the greater part 
of the crop is grown, and that it does not indicate any deterioration 
of the stock. Uganda cotton is the progeny of some American Upland 
seed imported in 1910, out of which two varieties, “ Allen’s long 
staple ” and “‘ Sunflower,” were retained. During the past season the 
whole of the main crop was of the “ Allen” stock. 


The moving of the cotton crop is a matter of some difficulty, and 
results in heavy demands for porterage at a time when the natives 
should be preparing the land for their principal food crops. Every 
effort is being made to improve means of transport, and more ginneries 
are being erected at central points in the cotton districts. There are 
now 19 power ginneries built or building in the Protectorate. The 
future expansion of the industry depends mainly upon the solution 
of the transport difficulty. 


Owing to the number of natives engaged in cotton growing, other 
economic crops grown by natives show a tendency to decrease, but 
considerable quantities of ground-nuts and “‘sim-sim ” (sesame) are 
still exported. 


18. As regards European plantations, progress during the year was 
satisfactory, though the demand for agricultural land was not so keen 
as during the previous year. The number of plantations increased, 
and development was, on the whole, well maintained. The land now 
under cultivation by Europeans approximates to 20,000 acres. The 
majority of the plantations are in the Buganda Province, but a con- 
siderable area of land has been taken up in Busoga, and a number of 
plantations opened in the Toro and Bunyoro districts. Considerable 
difficulty has been experienced by planters in obtaining an adequate 
supply of labour, and this question is engaging the attention of the 
Planters’ Association and of the Government. 


19. Among planters coffee maintains its place as the principal crop, 
but the presence of coflee-leaf disease (Hemeleia vastatriz) has caused 
some anxiety, and planters are giving increased attention to other crops. 
The export of coffee during the year was 12,252 cwts. valued at £23,169, 
an increase of 8,917 cwts. in quantity and £14,227 in value. 


20. Cocoa has been extensively planted and promises well, but the 
plantations are not, as yet, sufficiently advanced to give definite 
results. 

21. The area under Para rubber has also been increased to some 
extent ; other varieties are not favoured. In the case of this 
commodity also it is too soon to prophesy results. 


22. Experiments have been made in the cultivation of tobacco and 
tea, with results sufficiently encouraging to warrant further trials. 


Botanical SEcTION. 


23. The Botanical Gardens at Entebbe have been greatly improved 
during the year and the cost of upkeep materially reduced by the 
planting of wide lawns with “French grass,” which has also added 
appreciably to the appearance of the gardens. 
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Experimental Rubber Plots. 


24. The growth of the Para rubber trees has been good, though the 
rainfall for the year was less abundant and less evenly distributed than 
in 1912-1913. Other varieties of rubber trees have not proved satis- 
factory. Two hundred and sixty-one trees were tapped on 297 days, 
and the output of rubber, including crepe and “ scrap,”’ gave an average 
yield of 3-79 Ib. per tree. Owing to a misunderstanding, the rubber 
from the different plots was not kept separate according to the age of 
the trees, but it is estimated that the output from the older trees was 
approximately 4 lbs. per tree. A consignment of rubber forwarded 
for sale in August, 1913, realized for crepe 1s. 11}d. per lb. and for 
scrap ls. 9d. per lb., which, in view of the low market prices ruling 
at the time and the smallness of the consignment, is regarded as 
satistactory. It was reported that the rubber itself seemed good but 
had the appearance of latex taken from young trees, and that with 
age both the appearance and quality would improve. It was also 
stated that the quality would have been improved by preparation in 
a power machine. The trees were attacked during the year by Fomes 
semitostus, but this was promptly dealt with and no trees were lost. 
boring beetles also made their appearance and gave some trouble. 


25. Large numbers of cocoa seeds and Para rubber seeds were sold, 
and a considerable number of fruit-tree seedlings, mangoes, oranges, 
limes, and various varieties of bananas, were distributed gratis. 


The gardens showed a small profit on the year’s working. 


Live Stock. 


26. The number of horned cattle in the Protectorate is roughly 
estimated at 780,000 head, and the number of sheep and goats at 
approximately 1,900,000. These estimates do not take into con-_ 
sideration certain areas of the Northern and Rudolf Provinces where 
no data can be obtained from which a reliable estimate can be formed, 
but the number of live stock in these areas is known to be large. 


27. The value of hides exported annually hag risen from £17,974 
in 1909-1910 to £52,926 in 1913-1914. The value of goat and sheep 
skins exported remains almost stationary, and is approximately” 
£30,000. Considerable difficulty is experienced in inducing natives to. 
prepare hides properly for export. Ifthe methods of preparation could 
be improved the value of the export might be appreciably increased, , 
but the traditional methods of the natives are difficult to alter and 
progress must be slow. 


28. Rinderpest has been present in the districts east of the Nile for - 
several years, and strenuous endeavours have been made to prevent 
it crossing the river. The spread of the disease in the Eastern Province 
has been held in check by inoculation and, in consequence of the 
measures taken, the Teso and Lango districts have remained almost 
free during the year, but there were several outbreaks in the Busoga 
and Bukedi districts, and in September an outbreak was reported 
in the county of Kiagwe, in the Buganda Province. So far this has. 
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been held in check, and it is hoped that it may be possible to stamp 
it out before fresh centres of infection are set up in other parts of the 
province. The natives are beginning to realize the value of inoculation, 
but the large areas to be dealt with and the possibility of infection 
by the movements of game, together with the existence of a consider- 
able unadministered area in the Rudolf Province which forms a 
constant source of infection, render the presence of the disease a 
continual cause for anxiety. 


29. Trypanosomiasis, carried mainly, if not entirely, by the tsetse 
fly, is responsible for considerable loss of stock. Careful investigations 
are being made in order to define the localities in which the disease 
and the carrier are found, and, when the “fly areas” have been 
accurately mapped, it should be possible to avoid a large proportion 
of these losses. # 


30. An outbreak of foot and mouth disease occurred. in. April in 
Kampala amongst transport cattle engaged in carting hides, and 
affected certain herds in the province, but without causing. serious 
losses. ee 


Diseases of Dogs. 


31. Piroplasmosis is very common, but generally yields to treatment 
with trypanblau. 


Rabies has not yet appeared in the Protectorate. 


BroLoeicau. 


32. The staff of the biological division of the ‘Agricultural Depart- 
ment consists of an Economic Entomologist and:d Botanist who was” 
appointed in March, 1913. In the entomological division investigations 
were continued upon the various insect pests attacking ecovomic 
plants, and tours of inspection were made by the Entomologist through’ 
plantations. Large additions have been made to the entomological : 
collections. ea ae : 


33. The Biologist was mainly occupied in the investigation of 
“ coffee leaf disease ” with a.view to ascertaining the source of infection 


experiments were carried out, but with negative ‘results. © The 
experiments are being continued. As regards preventive measures, 
spraying with Bordeaux mixture was found to be the most successful. 
Thorough spraying is, however, an expensive process, and it has not - 
been widely adopted. : 
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IV.—FORESTRY. 


34. There are considerable areas of forest in the Protectorate which 
are capable of extensive development, but expenses of transport are 
too great to allow of the profitable export of timber, and the local 
market is limited. The exploitation of forest rubber, which has been 
undertaken in one or two parts, has not proved a commercial success, 
and has been practically abandoned. The Protectorate forests, 
therefore, though offering great possibilities for future development, 
do not at present add greatly to the local revenue. The revenue 
obtained in various forms is estimated at approximately £3,561, but 
there is no doubt that with the expansion of the local market and 
greater enterprise in forest exploitation the forests will, ultimately, 
prove a valuable source of revenue and probably offer good prospects 
of profitable commercial ventures. There is a Government saw-mill 
in the Tero Forest, which touches the shores of Lake Victoria in the 
S.E. corner of the Masaka. district, and this has proved fairly successful. 
About 200,000 lineal feet of timber were sawn, valued at approximately 
£1,500, of which about half was supplied to Government departments. 
The trees sawn were chiefly Podocarpus milanjianus and Maesopsis 
berchemoides. 

36. A survey of this forest was undertaken during the year, and it 
was proved that its resources are greater than was at first supposed. 
A scheme iis under consideration for increasing the capacity of the mill 
and extending the area worked. 


37. An interesting proposal has been made to utilize the stems of 
the “Elephant grass” (Pennisetum purpureum), of which there are 
enormous. quantities available, for the manufacture of paper pulp. 
Experiments :made with small quantities have produced a good 
quality pulp, but the commercial prospects of the scheme will depend 
upon the cost of transport and the maintenance of a supply of limestone 
suitable for causticating soda ash. Should the manufacture of paper- 
pulp on a commercial scale prove feasible, the discovery will prove 
to be of great importance, as the supply of material is practically 
inexhaustible and the Jand on which it grows is now regarded as 
“bush.” ° The experiments are being continued with the co-operation 
of the authorities of the Imperial Institute and a firm of paper 
manufacturers. 


V.—LAND AND SURVEY. 
A.—Survey. 


38. Topographical.—No further work was done during the year on 
the general topographical survey of the Protectorate. 


39. Cadastral—In the survey of native estates in the Buganda Pro- 
vince, theodolite observations were completed over an area of 356 square 
miles, and detail work over 663-29 miles. The amount of work com- 
pleted was considerably smaller than last year owing to the absence 
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on leave of a number of the senior members of the survey staff. The 
total area completely surveyed in Buganda is about 4,650 square miles. 
The cost of the cadastral survey works out at approximately £7 11s. 
per square mile. The cost of re-survey of native estates sold to 
planters and others is about £10 per square mile. 


B.—Lanp. 


40. The number of grants and leases of land during the year was 
213, divided as follows :— : 
Leases. Grants. 
Township plots. . we ge RT 7 


Agricultural land Zs se 28 52° 


For the previous year the figures were as follows :— 
Leases. Grants.” 
Township plots. . £3 2 89 Baie 
Agricultural land ~ ie 21, 15: 


The demand for township plots was most active in Kampala and 
Jinja. The average price paid for grants in townships was £254 
per acre, ; 


41. The demand for agricultural land outside the province of 
Buganda is increasing, the most favoured areas being in the neighbour- 
hood of Masindi (Bunyoro District) and of Fort Portal (Toro District). 
The country round Fort Portal offers a pleasant climate and a fertile 
soil, but has the disadvantage of being a long distance from Lake 
Victoria and the railway system. In Buganda and the Eastern Province 
the demand has fallen somewhat, partly owing to the outbreak of 
coffee-leaf disease, and, in the case of Buganda, owing also to the fact 
that all the available land is native-owned and the price is considerably 
higher. The labour supply in Bunyoro and Toro is, on the whole, 
more satisfactory than in areas nearer to Lake Victoria. 


42. The area of Crown land sold for agricultural -purposes:was 9,085 
acres, and the average price realized was 2s. 10d. per acre... This price 
is, however, to a large extent ruled by agreements, entered, into. two 
or three years ago, and must not be taken to represent the price at 
which Crown land can be obtained now, which varies from about 
2s. 8d. to 11s. 4d. per acre, according to locality, the average being 
approximately 8s. per acre. 


In addition to the Crown land sold, an area of native-owned Jand 
amounting to 13,057 acres was sold to non-natives at an average price 
of 12s. 1d. per acre, and a further area of 5,457 acres was leased with 
the option of purchase. _ 


43. During the year a conveyancer was appointed to ‘the Lan 
Department and arrangements made by which all leases, grants, or 
other documents to which the Governor is a party, relating to Crown 
lands, are prepared in the Land Office. é E 
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VI.—_COMMUNICATIONS. 
(a) GENERAL. 


44. Efforts at improving internal communications during the year 
were devoted chiefly to the construction of the road system designed 
to feed the Busoga Railway. The construction of a railway from 
Kampala to Port Bell was also undertaken, but, though this may 
eventually form part of a main trunk line to Lake Albert, at present 
it is only of local importance. Owing to scarcity of labour and delay 
in the 1eceipt of material, the completion of this railway was seriously 
retarded. When open for traffic it will be under the management 
of the Uganda Railway. The cost of this line, and of the roads con- 
structed in the Eastern Province, is met from a loan of £125,000 from 
Imperial Funds. 


(b) RatLway AND Marine. 


45. The. Busoga Railway and the Lake Kioga Steamer Service 
came. under one management from the Ist April, 1914, and were 
operated as a combined system. As noted elsewhere, the results did 
not come up to expectations, as the amount of freight offering had been 
overestimated, and the rates fixed for steamer freights on Lake Kioga 
proved too low. The steamer service barely paid working expenses, 
and‘ the surplus of earnings over expenses of the railway was only 
about’ £3,600, whereas the charges on the construction loan amounted 
to £7,650. The steamer rates have now been raised and, as the amount 


accidents. The local timber sleepers have been found unsatisfactory 
and have been replaced by steel sleepers. 


46. Some progress was made with the cutting of channels to sudd- 
blocked ports. This is a difficult and expensive process, and it is 
necessary to proceed with caution. The intention of the Administra- 
tion was to open a channel from Lake Kioga to Lake Salisbury, but, 
owing to the difference in level between these lakes and to uncertainty 
as to the effect of the sudd in “‘ holding up ” the water, it is doubtful, 
at present, whether it will be safe to proceed with this scheme. Unfor- 
tunately, owing to the difficulties experienced in the sudd-cutting, the 
transport of cotton from ginneries established in the sudd-blocked 
area was seriously hampered. It is expected, however, that these 
difficulties will be overcome before the next cotton season. 


Lake Albert Marine. 


47. A service is maintained from Butiaba to Nimule, and to the ports 
of Kasendji and Mahagi. There is, at present, one small steamer and 
one steam launch, but the traffic of the Congo by this route shows 
signs of increasing, and when the motor-road from Masindi to Butiaba, 
which is now under construction, has been completed, this service 
will probably develop considerably. 


ucanpa, 1913-14. 17 
(c) WHEELED TRANSPORT. 


48. Three new motor-vans were purchased during the year, bringing 
the total number in use up to 13, of which number, however, two were 
laid up for practically the whole year. The new vans were of the 
30-h.p. Thornycroft model, with a carrying capacity of 12 tons. There 
are three regular motor services, viz., a daily service between Entebbe 
and Kampala, a service between Kampala and a point some 130 miles 
out on the road to Toro, and a service between Masindi and Masindi 
Port. As soon as the road from Masindi to Lake Albert is completed 
the service will be extended to the port at Butiaba. 


A private motor-van service from Jinja to Iganga has been organised, 
and, as this has proved satisfactory, the Government service on this 
road has been discontinued. 


49. The freight carried by the motor services totalled 2,161 tons, 
an increase of 640 tons over the figures for the previous year. The 
cash receipts totalled £3,720, and the value of transport work done for 
the Government is estimated at £3,786. The cost of running is esti- 
mated at about 1s. 1d. per mile, including salaries of the motor staff 
and depreciation, and the receipts are equivalent to about 1s. 11d. 
per mile. 


50. The vans were formerly driven mainly by Asiatic drivers, but 
these have now been replaced by native drivers, with a proportion of 
European chauffeurs and mechanics. The natives have proved 
satisfactory as drivers, but are unable to carry out any but the simplest 
repairs. 


51. The freight carried by bullock wagons by the Government 
Transport Department amounted to 2,705 tons, an increase on the 
amount handled in the previous year of 318 tons. 


52. It is satisfactory to note that the use of human porterage by 
the Government Transport Department is decreasing, the amount 
transported in this way being 1,227 tons, a decrease of 200 tons as 
compared with the figures for the previous year. 


53. The progress made in the employment of wheeled transport 
by private firms is somewhat disappointing. On five out of seven 
main. roads over which traffic statistics were taken there has been a 
decrease in porter traffic, but on the other two there was a large 
increase in the amount of produce carried by human porterage. 
Wheeled transport has not, so far, kept pace with the increase in goods 
to be handled. It is impossible, however, to take full advantage of 
the road system until the various centres have been linked up. When 
that is done it will be easier to establish collecting depots for produce 
at distant points which are connected with the rail and water system 
by roads suitable for heavy wheeled traffic. 


(d) Roaps. 


54. The principal construction work in progress is that of the road 
system in the Eastern Province designed to feed the Busoga Railway 
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and Marine system, and a main road from Masindito Butiaba, on Lake 
Albert, connecting with the same system. Progress on the Eastern 
Province section was fair. The labour available is somewhat raw, 
and the supply is interrupted during the cotton-sowing and picking 
seasons. The health of the European staff, too, was poor. About 
62 miles of road were completed during the year, making a total of 
72 miles completed out of 212 miles of road included in the scheme. 
The average cost of the completed portion is £135 per mile, not including 
metalling with hard stone. Twenty-two miles have been fully metalled, 
at a cost of £1,116, or rather over £50 per mile. 


55. On the Masindi Port—Butiaba road 13 miles were completed 
and 7} miles formed at a cost of £2,500, making a total of £9,731 spent 
on the construction of this road. The total length of the road is 
72 miles, of which 553 miles were completed at the end of March, 1913, 
and nine miles still untouched. The last section passes down the Lake 
Albert escarpment, and is the most difficult to deal with. 


(e) TELEGRAPHS. 


56. Telegraph lines on temporary poles were constructed from 
Masaka to Bukakata, the port on Lake Victoria, and from Masaka 
to Mbarara, 834 miles. Material was obtained for new lines to connect 
the main cotton-buying centres in the Eastern Province ; construction 
will be carried out in 1914-1915, 


57. There are 1,041 miles of line in the Protectorate and 22 postal 
and telegraph stations. With the exception of parts of the Northern 
Province and two stations in the Eastern Province, all the principal 
administrative posts are now connected by telegraph with head- 
quarters. 


58. There are telephone exchanges at Entebbe, Kampala, and Jinja, 
but, up to the present, they have been confined to official use. It is 
hoped that the public may be admitted as subscribers during the 
coming year. 


VII._METEOROLOGICAL. 


59. The meteorological observations given refer to the calendar 
year 1913. _ 


The number of recording stations during the year was increased to 48. 


60. The average rainfall at 37 stations for the last ten years is 43-21 
inches. 


The highest rainfall during 1913 was registered at Kumi, in the Teso 
District, and totalled 60:20 inches, distributed over 100 days, the 
wettest month being May, when 12°49 inches fell. The lowest rainfall 
was at Mbarara, which showed 20-93 inches, falling on 85 days. , The 
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rainfall at Entebbe was 56-42 inches, registered in 149 days, the wettest 
month being April and the driest January. The following table 
gives the average rainfall for five years at seven stations. 








1909. 1910. 1911. | 1912. 1913. 
Entebbe .. «| 65°43 62°27 52°91 15°71 56°42 
Kampala .. «| 57°18 64°16 41°66 56°76 45°60 
*Namukekera «| 58°91 46°35 48°03 52°10 32°93 
Jinja es «-| 55°52 50°04 50°17 47°32 41°53 
Masindi Ste ++} 53°69 40°87 64°96 48°34 55°00 
Fort Portal . «| 62°86 49°33 51°06 53°13 53°08 
Mbale ay --| 50°37 47°11 58°80 54°67 47-19 





*Buganda Province. 


It will be observed that there is a great local variation from year 
to year and considerable difference in the rainfall at stations not many 
miles apart. ‘ 


61. The highest temperature recorded during the year was 104° Fabr., 
registered at Masindi in November, and the lowest 47° Fahr., registered 
at Fort Portal, on the 2nd October. 


The following table shows the mean maximum and minimum for 
the year at five of the principal stations : 





Entebbe. | Fort Jinja. Mbale. | Masindi. 
Portal. 





Maximum .. on 19°7 17:9 82°2 83°8 87°0 
Minimum .. . 62°7 56°3 61°8 60°8 62°6 





62. The mean daily sunshine at Entebbe was 5 hours 21 minutes. 
The month of most sunshine was August, with a daily mean of 6 hours 
57 minutes. May was the dullest month, the daily mean being 3 hours 
44 minutes. 


63. The “ rainy seasons ” are by no means regular in their occurrence, 
but, generally speaking, heavier rains may be expected to occur , 
between the end of March and the middle of June, and again between 
the beginning of September and the end of November, but there is 
great local variation. 
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VIII.— POPULATION AND HEALTH. 
(a) Population. 


64. The population in March, 1914, was estimated at 2,909,122. The 
European population was 1,017, of whom 761 were males and 256 
females. The Asiatic population was 3,651, divided as follows : males, 
3,029 ; females, 622. The native population of the areas in which 
a reliable estimate was obtainable is returned at 2,754,454, of whom 
1,246,275 are males and 1,508,179 females. The population of the 
unadministered areas is estimated at 150,000. 


(b) Births, Deaths, and Marriages. 


65. The following table gives the statistics of the births, deaths, and 
marriages of Europeans ; deaths of Asiatics; and native Christian 
marriages for the last five years; the latter being compiled from 
returns supplied by the Mission Societies. 














1909. 1910. 1911. 1912. 1913. 
Europeans :— 
Births .. a 15 10 18 27 25 
Deaths .. ae 14 ll 1 8 9 
Marriages ce 6 2 4 6 4 
Asiaties :— 
Deaths .. ..| No figs. 27 9 +37 39 
Native Marriages :—| 
White Fathers’ 
Mission (R.C.).. 850 933 1,233 1,212 1,288 
Church Missionary} 
Society A% 407 393 578 538. 605. 
Mill Hill Mission 
(R.C.) se 131 142 166 128 |, 161 




















66. The numbers of adherenis of the different religious denominations 
amongst natives of the areas in which the census of 1911 was carried 
out were returned as follows : 


Protestants .. ae -. 200,733 
Roman Catholics... 3 230,568 
Mahomedans. . ae a 73,792 
Pagans ar a -. 1,096,089 


67. Returns of births and deaths amongst natives are not obtainable 
but in certain districts, approximate figures are supplied by the native - 
chiefs. In the districts concerned these show a birth-1ate of 24:93 
per 1,000, and a death-rate of 22°41. The corresponding figures for 
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last year were : birth-rate 24:2 per 1,000, and death-rate 21°5 per 1,000. 
The highest birth-rate in the districts referred to occurs in Busoga, 
viz., 44°6 per 1,000, and the lowest in Buganda, viz., 12°87 per 1,000. 


Pusiic Huatru. 


68. Returns from Government hospitals and dispensaries show an 
increase in the number of cases treated from 97,793 to 112,624. This, 
however, does not indicate any general deterioration in the state of 
the public health, but is due to the wider scope of the activities of the 
medical staff and to the increasing willingness among the natives 
to resort to European medical treatment. Sleeping sickness has 
ceased to form a major cause of mortality, but is only kept in check 
by unceasing vigilance. 


Europeans. 


69. Officials —The health of European officials was, on the whole, 
satisfactory. The average number resident during the year was 289, 
amongst whom there were 485 cases of illness and no deaths, as com- 
pared with 395 cases and 5 deaths during 1912. Of the 485 cases 319 
were placed off duty for treatment. Of the total admissions to hospital 
155 were due to malaria and 4 to blackwater fever. The following 
table gives figures of the principal diseases occurring amongst officials 
during the last three years. 














1911. 1912. 1913. 
Average number resident. 242 265 289 
Malaria we a8 2 140 138 155 
Blackwater fever .. ate 2 4 4 
Digestive diseases. . me 86 68 101 











Three officers were invalided during the year. The total number 
invalided since 1906 (inclusive) is 32, the principal causes of invaliding 
are nervous and mental diseases, 9 cases-; blackwater fever, 5 cases ; 
circulatory affections, 5 cases; and general debility, 6 cases. 


General European Population. 


70. The European population, exclusive of officials, was 823. 

A large number of cases are treated at the central hospital of the 
Church Missionary Society at Namirembe, and statistics relating to 
these are not available. At Government hospitals there were 953 cases 
treated, as against 738 cases in 1912. The principal diseases were 
malaria, 325 cases; and digestive diseases, 196 cases. 
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71. The special report on blackwater fever, which relates to all 
hospitals, shows 19 cases with 2 deaths, as against 9 cases and 3 deaths 
in 1912. The number of blackwater fever cases has increased during 
the last five years, but this is believed to be due entirely to the rapid 
increase in the susceptible population, which has outstripped the 
provision of suitable housing accommodation. It was noticed that 
amongst Government officials, who, as a body, are comparatively better 
situated as regards housing, mosquito protection, and general condition 
of living, there was no increase of incidence and the death rate was 
lower. 


Native Population. 


72. The diseases which call for special attention are plague, sleeping 
sickness, tick fever, and leprosy. 


Plague. 


73. This prevails mainly in the Eastern Province, though it occurs 
also in Buganda, and in the districts west of the Nile. The number of 
deaths from this cause during the last three years is returned as 3,734 
in 1911, 3,100 in 1912, and 3,292 in 1913, out of which 2,154 occurred 
in the Eastern Province. There is no doubt that the disease has spread 
further afield in this Province (more particularly in the districts north 
of Lake Kioga). It is probable that the establishment of the cotton 
industry, which is instrumental in bringing very large numbers of 
natives together at the cotton markets, has been partly responsible 
for this. Moreover, it is believed that seed cotton is very well adapted 
to the harbouring of plague fleas, though there is some difference of 
opinion on this point. Preventive measures adopted are inoculation 
of contacts and of the population in epidemic areas with Haffkines’ 
serum, and the destruction of rats, for which a small reward is offered. 
The movement of seed cotton is also regulated to minimize, as far as 
possible, the danger from this source, and the erection of cotton 
ginneries in the thickly populated areas within the limits of townships 
is not now permitted. During the year under report there has been 
no very serious local epidemic, but at the time of writing the disease 
has appeared in epidemic form in the port of Jinja. 


The population to be dealt with is spread over a very wide area, 
and consists mainly of somewhat “raw” tribes amongst whom it is 
extremely difficult to ensure that even the most elementary precaution 
will be taken upon the appearance of an outbreak. To combat this 
difficulty native “inspectors” have been appointed, whose duty it is 
to report immediately the appearance of suspicious cases and to 
educate the village chiefs in the precautionary measures which can be 
taken by them. 


This system promises well, but it has not yet been long enough in 
operation to enable an opinion to be formed as to how far it will be 
effective. 
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Sleeping Sickness. 


74. The decrease in cases continues and is believed to be general, 
though it is less marked in Busoga and in the districts surrounding 
Lakes George and Edward. The deaths attributed to this disease in 
combined native and official returns numbered 708, as compared 
with 932 last year. There were 96 admissions to hospital. Of the 
deaths reported 57 occurred in Buganda, 554 in Busoga, 41 in Bunyoro, 
and 50in the Western Province. The number of deaths in the Buganda 
Province in 1905 was 8,003. 





75. Although the spread of this disease has been kept in check, this 
is entirely due to preventive measures, and the conditions favouring 
its transmission are still in existence. During this year Miss M. 
Robertson, Protozoologist, reported the presence in the Bunyoro 
district of a trypanosome not previously observed, resembling 
morphologically the 7. rhodesiense, which is responsible for this disease 
in Rhodesia and Nyasaland. It is important to ascertain whether 
this trypanosome is, or is likely to become, pathogenic to man, and 
investigations on this point are now proceeding. So far the balance 
of evidence is against the conclusion that this or any other form of 
trypanosome infecting cattle or game in this area is a new introduction ; 
and there is no evidence that any human being has been infected with 
this trypanosome. 


Spirilum Fever, 


76. The number of admissions from this cause has decreased, and 
it is hoped that the improvement may be maintained. The disease is 
transmitted by a tick which finds its habitat in mud walls and in old 
grass huts. It is, therefore, especially common at wayside camps and 
markets, where carriers gather in considerable numbers. The increase 
in mechanical transport has, no doubt, been partly responsible for the 
decrease. European travellers by the exercise of a little care can 
usually avoid contracting this disease. 


Leprosy. 


77, An attempt was made to arrange for the segregation of lepers 
in special settlements under supervision of the local chiefs, but this 
has not proved satisfactory, and the experiment of segregating them 
in their own villages is being tried. There is no reason to suppose 
that leprosy is on the increase. 


Small-Poz. 


78. Several local outbreaks occurred, but there was no serious 
epidemic. According to native returns the deaths from this cause 
in the last four years were : In 1910, 637 ; in 1911, 1,044; in 1912, 519; 
and in 1913, 387. 


The number of vaccinations was 4,535. The best results were 
obtained with local lymph made in Nairobi. 
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Montcrpan SANITATION. 


79. The functions of the local Sanitary Boards have been extended 
and defined by legislation which gives these bodies very wide powers in 
dealing with questions of local sanitation. For the funds they are, 
however, dependent on the central Government, which is hard pressed 
to find means to meet even the most necessary expenditure. 


80. The laying-out of townships and the type of building permissible 
haveformed the special object of the sanitary authorities’ attention, 
and the visit of Professor W. J. Simpson, C.M.G., enabled them to 
obtain his advice on these subjects. The general policy adopted is the 
reservation of a zone of 300 yards between the business and residential 
quarters, and of a further zone of 300 yards between European and 
Asiatic quarters. In new townships this is a fairly simple matter, 
but there is great difficulty in applying this scheme to townships where 
long leases have been granted and permanent buildings erected. 


81. “ Anti-malarial” gangs are now employed at all the principal 
stations, who visit all compounds in search of empty tins and other 
receptacles likely to contain larve, and examine gutters and water 
barrels, and report the existence of breeding places of mosquitoes. 
Much improvement has also been effected by the planting of short 
grass and removal of jungle and scrub near the stations. 


IX.—LEGISLATION. 


82. Sixteen Ordinances were enacted during the year, of which the 
following were the most important : 


The Game Ordinance, 1913, which revised and consolidated 
the laws relating to the preservation of wild game. ; 


The Medical Registration Ordinance, 1913, providing for the 
local registration of qualified medical practitioners and imposing 
penalties on the practice of medicine by unauthorized persons. 


The Immigration Restriction and Removal of. Undesirables 
Ordinance, 1913, which gives power to the Governor to prohibit 
the entry of undesirable persons or to remove them from the 
Protectorate. 


The Forests Ordinance, 1913, which makes provision for the 
protection and proper administration of Government forests. 


The Masters’ and Servants’ Ordinance, 1913, which regulates 
the obligations of employees towards their employers and vice 
versa and places certain restrictions on the recruiting of labour. 


The Poll Tax Ordinance, 1914, which consolidates and revises 
the laws under which poll tax is collected. 
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Important municipal regulations were also enacted under the 
Townships Ordinance, entitled the Townships Rules, 1914, under 
which local municipal authorities are created and given wide powers 
to deal with the sanitation and laying out of places declared to be 
townships. 


X.—JUDICIAL. 


83. The statistics relating to the work of the courts refer to the 
calendar year 1913, and not to the financial year 1913-1914. 


84. The number of criminal cases brought before the Protectorate 
courts was 1,272, as compared with 1,100 in 1912. The number of 
persons involved in the charges was 1,687, an increase of 214. Of 
these charged 1,434 were convicted, 206 acquitted, and 47 discharged 
for want of evidence. 


Civil cases dealt with by the courts numbered 649, a decrease 
of 125 as compared with the previous year. 


85. A comparative statement of the cases of serious crime dealt 
with during the years 1912 and 19183 is given below. 


1912. 1918. 

Murder and homicide .. fe es 88 
Rape .. é A ‘ 6 4 
Vinatieal crimes sy 1 0 
Offences against property with violence 

to the person. . 1 15 
Other offences against property 13 13 
Other offences against the person eal 17 
Miscellaneous offences .. . 3 3 


Total .. 114 140 


Of these 9 were tried by the High Court, 3 by Courts of Sessions, 
and 128 by District Courts. 


Eighty cases were dealt with by the High Court on appeal and in the 
exercise of its revisional powers There were eight civil appeals and 
2lcriminal. Sixteen death sentences were confirmed by the Governor 
after confirmation by the High Court. 


86. It should be observed that the records of trials before British 
courts are by no means a complete record of the criminal statistics 
of the Protectorate, as they do not include large numbers of cases tried 
by the Native courts which are established in nearly all administered 
districts under the supervision of the District Commissioners. There 
are very large numbers of these courts, which vary in importance from 
the strictly local sub-divisional courts, ‘which deal with Petty cases and 
have very limited powers, to the central or “ Lukiko ” courts existing 
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in the more settled areas, having full jurisdiction over natives of the 
districts in which they are established to try all offences not punishable 
with death and to hear appeals from the minor courts. These courts 
are presided over by the local chiefs and tribal elders, and their 
decisions are subject to revision by the District Commissioners. Cases 
in which the persons concerned are not members of the local tribe 
come before the British courts. 


87. The work of these courts naturally varies in quality according 
to the characteristics and standard of progress of the tribe in which 
they are constituted but, on the whole, they may be said to work 
satisfactorily and to enjoy the confidence of the natives. Amongst 
the less advanced tribes it is naturally necessary to exercise an extremely 
close supervision over their working and to offer every facility for 
appeals from their decisions. They are valuable in supporting the 
authority of tribal chiefs for whom also they serve as an excellent 
educative system and they enable the British officers to deal with a 
volume of judicial work which would otherwise be quite beyond their 
powers. : 





XI.—EDUCATION. 


88. There are no Government schools, but a large number of native 
children are educated at the schools of the three Missionary Societies, 
which receive subsidies from the Government. These Societies main- 
tain a number of elementary schools at their more important stations, 
with a few higher-grade schools and normal schools for the training 
of teachers. In addition to these there are a very large number of 
village schools of somewhat primitive character under native teachers. 
The number of pupils at the higher-grade schools of the Mission Societies 
is as follows :— 


Boys. Girls. 
Church Missionary Society .. Ae 808 438 
White Fathers’ Mission (R.C.) due 368 80 
Mill Hill Mission (R.C.) Se .. 221 _ 


At the elementary schools and village schools the number of pupils 
was approximately :— 


Boys. Girls. 
Church Missionary Society .. +» 9,994 7,995 
White Fathers’ Mission (R.C.) .. 10,696 8,049 
Mill Hill Mission (R.C.) ee .. 1,739 3,959 


In addition there is a very large number of children who receive 
elementary instruction at the village churches of the Church Missionary 
Society. 


89. At the higher-grade schools small fees are paid by those pupils 
who can afford to do so, but a great many of the more intelligent boys 
who are the sons of natives of the peasant class receive their education 
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free. Boys trained in these schools are much sought after as clerks, 
and have no difficulty in obtaining well-paid employment upon leaving 
school. The demand for native clerks and interpreters in the 
Government service and among commercial firms is considerably 
greater than the supply. In the Government service, however, the 
majority of the better paid clerical appointments are held by Asiatics, 
as the native clerk has not yet attained a sufficiently high standard. 
Large numbers of native clerks are also employed by the chiefs in the 
more advanced districts, who find considerable difficulty in obtaining 
the number they require, and are often reduced to employing the 
merest youths for these posts. 


TecunicaL Epucation. 


90. There are several agricultural schools maintained by the Missions, 
and instruction is also given in various handicrafts, such as carpentry, 
brick-making, and masonry, at several centres. The Church Missionary 
Society and White Fathers’ Mission maintain thriving printing presses, 
which publish magazines and do other useful work on behalf of the 
Mission. 


The grants paid to the Mission Societies in aid of their educational 
work are as follows :— 


£ 
To the Church Missionary Society .. .. 850 
To the White Fathers of Algeria (Roman Catholic). . 300 
To the Mill Hill Mission (Roman Catholic) .. pie OE 


91. The educational system of the Protectorate is still in its infancy, 
and is capable of very wide development. The natives eagerly avail 
themselves of the opportunities offered, and have shown that they 
realize the value of elementary education. 





XII.—NATIVE AFFAIRS. 


92. There has been no appreciable extension of the administered 
area, which now includes the whole of the Protectorate with the 
exception of the Rudolf Province and a small portion of the northern 
part of the Eastern Province. With the exception of the Turkana, 
who are still somewhat troublesome, and the Dodinga in the Rudolf 
Province, against whom’ it was necessary to send a small force 
early in the year, there has been no serious disturbance among outlying 
tribes, while in the settled areas the conduct of affairs by the native 
chiefs continues to improve, though the progress among the more 
primitive people is necessarily slow and there are many local set-backs. 
The adjustment of the Sudan-Uganda boundary, which took place in 
January, has given the Uganda administration control of both banks 
of the Nile as far as Nimule, and has resulted in greater compactness 
of the areas to be dealt with in the Rudolf Province. 
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BucganDA PRovINCE. 


93. Native administration in the Province, which is carried on 
entirely through the native chiefs, is in a very satisfactory state. 
The chiefs, as a whole, carry out their duties with remarkable zeal and 
intelligence, and are rapidly adapting themselves to the changed 
conditions consequent upon the general development and progress of 
the Protectorate. The native courts, the records of which are system- 
atically examined by the district officers, are, as a rule, just and 
impartial. The duties ot the chiefs, which have increased considerably 
under modern conditions, call for a high degree of diligence and 
organizing ability, and it is gratifying to be able to report so well 
of them. 


94, The supply of labour is the principal difficulty in this Province, 
where the demands of planters and traders amount to a large total 
and cannot be adequately met. The Muganda, with his many virtues, 
has not yet risen to the height of appreciating steady employment, 
and it is difficult to induce him to work for more than a couple of 
months atatime. Rather than be harassed by the constant solicitation 
of his chief to engage for labour, he often prefers to move further 
afield, and this is responsible for a good deal of movement of population 
in the more outlying parts of the Province. There is no doubt, too, 
that the growth of large trading centres, such as Kampala, with a 
large floating population, and the greatly increased facilities and 
encouragement to movement among the native population for trade 
purposes, have increased the difficulties of the chiefs and lessened their 
hold on their people. This is, unfortunately, an almost inevitable 
consequence of material progress and prosperity amongst the natives, 
and, regrettable as it is, can scarcely be remedied. 














95. During the year under report the young Kabaka of Buganda 
paid a visit to England of several months’ duration prior to entering 
upon the duties of his office which, up to the present, have been carried 
out by three native regents. At the time of writing he has recently 
attained the age of eighteen and has taken the reins of the native 
government into his own hands, though heis still assisted by the former 
regents in the capacity of ministers. 


Eastern Province. 


96. Political conditions in this Province have been satisfactory. 
The system of native courts has been extended, and has, on the 
whole, worked well. The population of the greater part of the province 
consists of somewhat primitive tribes with little tribal organization, 
and the work of establishing central tribal authorities must proceed 
slowly, while the work of these authorities requires the closest personal 
supervision and support of administrative officers. With the exception 
of a few inter-village brawls which occurred upon the outlying confines 
of the province bordering on the unadministered area, the peace of the 
native tribes has not been disturbed and the remarkable progress 
made in the development of the cotton industry, of which this province 
is the centre, is striking evidence of the improvement in the general 
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condition of the natives. The poll tax collected in this province has 
risen from £25,000 in 1909-1910 to £55,500 in 1913-1914, a fact which 
also speaks well for the progress of native administration. 


Nortuern Province. 


97. The native administration of the Bunyoro district is based on 
the model of the Buganda Province, and is in a fairly satisfactory 
condition, though the chiefs of this tribe have neither the energy nor 
the administrative ability of the Baganda chiefs and do not attain 
the same standard in their conduct of the business of government. 


98. The districts of Chua and Gulu have only come under close 
administration in recent years and are inhabited by a primitive people 
among whom are few chiefs of influence and importance. The Chua 
district suffers, moreover, from its contiguity to the unadministered area 
of the Rudolf Province, and from having been within the sphere of 
the inter-tribal raids which, until recently, disturbed the peace of that 
area. The natives are, however, gradually settling down and learning 
to appreciate the value of the security assured them by British admini- 
stration, though they are still somewhat loth to face the obligations 
which this security brings in its train. A poll tax has been instituted 
in the Gulu District and promises to show good returns. The policy 
of the administration is to support and extend the authority of the 
more enlightened and influential chiefs, but, in their present stage 
of development, the harmonious working of native aflairs depends 
very much upon the personal influence of the district officers. 


99. The district on the West Bank of the Nile came under the 
Protectorate administration during the latter part of the year, in 
consequence of a readjustment of the Uganda-Sudan boundary, 
which has been referred to above. No attempt at active ad- 
ministration has yet been made, but the country has been toured by 
administrative officers. 


Western PRovINCE. 


100. The districts of Toro and Ankole have the pleasantest climate 
and contain some of the most fertile soil in the Protectorate. They 
are hampered, however, by their distance from the steamer and rail 
system and by the somewhat apathetic nature of their inhabitants. 
Consequently, although they have been under settled administration 
for a good many years, they are somewhat backward as compared 
with the more central parts of the Protectorate. The native Govern- 
ments are loyal, but lack energy and a desire to improve; while 
individual chiefs are often apt to use their position for the benefit 
of their pockets. There are signs, however, of a gradual improvement, 
as displayed in the increase in poll tax returns and more particularly 
in an improved trade in hides and ghee from the Ankole district, which 
tends to show that the Bahima, a pastoral tribe, who form the ruling 
caste in that district, are, by degrees, learning that their large herds 
may be put to profitable uses. 
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101. The Kigezi district, in the south-west corner of the Province, 
is still in a somewhat unsettled state, and though the local adminis- 
tration has been successful in the prevention of inter-tribal fighting 
and has succeeded in getting rough roads made through the more 
populous parts, it will be some years before a satisfactory native 
system can be firmly established. 


Rupour Province. 


102. Upon the re-adjustment of the Sudan-Uganda boundary the 
northern portion of the area came under the administration of the 
Sudan. No active administiation of the tribes has been attempted, 
but a patrol of two companies of the 4th Battalion King’s African 
Rifles has occupied posts and patrolled the greater part of the Province. 
By these means inter-tribal teuds in the southern and western portion 
of the Province have been prevented, and the illicit traffic in arms 

‘suppressed. In the early part of the year operations were 
successfully carried out against a tribe, called the Dodinga, in the 
northern portion of the Province in retaliation for numerous raids of 
friendly tribes. This tribe is now in Sudan territory. The Turkana 
tribe, who inhabit the north-eastern area, are now the principal source 
of disturbance, as they are of truculent disposition and are supplied 
with rifles by the Abyssinians, who encourage them in predatory 
forays on the friendly tribes. It will certainly be necessary to punish 
this people for their repeated attacks on friendly tribes before peace 
can be assured in the Province. 


XTT.—GENERAL. 


103. The period covered by this report, while in no sense a “‘ boom” 
year, was marked by steady and satisfactory progress in all important 
respects. Exports increased by £74,777 and the revenue by £17,904. 
A substantial improvement was made in internal communications and 
the prospects of future expansion are excellent. The grant-in-aid from 
Imperial funds was reduced to £35,000 and in framing the Estimates 
for the current year it was possible again to reduce it to a sum of 
£10,000. 


104. Financially the Protectorate is at a somewhat difficult stage. 
The development of its system of communications is an urgent and 
generally recognized need and considerable progress has been made 
in this direction. The developments which have already taken place 
have led to a large expansion of trade and agriculture and to consider- 
able accretions of population in the larger trading centres. These 
developments call in their turn for increased staff and increased 
expenditure on sanitation, local needs, and other public services which 
are not of a directly remunerative chaiacter, and as the newly- 
constructed sections of the communication system do not at once 
each a paying stage it is extremely difficult to find funds from local 
resources to meet the constantly increasing recurrent expenditure. 
This stringency of local funds not only renders it impossible to under- 
take sanitary and other improvements which are admittedly highly 
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desirable, but greatly increases the difficulty of meeting the charges 
on the loan expenditure from which improvements in the communica- 
tion system are being carried out. 


This is, of course, merely a transition stage, incidental to the progress 
of a new country, in which funds for development have to be found 
from the local resources which this expenditure is intended to develop, 
and, while it hampers the rapidity of development, it acts also as a 
safeguard against an indiscriminate increase of the Protectorate’s 
liabilities. 

105. The visit of Professor Simpson gave the opportunity for the 
preparation, under his advice, of a general scheme for the improvement 
of the sanitation of the more important townships, to be carried out 
as funds allow, and he was also able to advise as to the measures best 
calculated to prevent the spread of plague in the cotton districts, where 
the conditions incidental to the expansion of the cotton industry, and 
more particularly the constant movement of population engaged in 
the transport of unginned cotton from the fields to ginnery centres, 
tend to increase considerably the risks of spreading infection. 


106. One of the difficulties to be contended with in the present stage 
is the inadequacy of the labour supply within the Protectorate. 
Development works make large demands on the available supply, 
and, pending their completion, very large numbers of natives are 
engaged in the transport of produce by porterage. Although the 
native population is numerically sufficient to meet the demands, the 
natives have not yet reached the stage where steady employment is 
considered the normal state, and the vast majority work only at 
irregular intervals, and for short periods. Moreover, those in the 
outlying parts are not sufficiently advanced to seek employment in 
the more progressive centres, except in insignificant numbers. This 
condition of affairs makes the supply of labour in the central parts 
inadequate for the demands of the agricultural and trading community 
and public works, too, are often delayed by a shortage of labourers. 
The construction of roads and railways will release large numbers of 
labourers from porterage, and it may be hoped that the natives will 
become more accustomed to regular employment, but, in the meantime, 
the situation is difficult to meet and wages in the larger centres show 
a tendency to rise to a rate which is probably out of proportion to 
the quality of the labour. 


107. The apportionment between the two Protectorates of the 
import duties collected at Mombasa has given rise to some difficulty, 
and an inter-Protectorate Commission under the chairmanship of 
Sir W. Taylor, K.C.M.G., was appointed during the year to make 
recommendations on this subject. This report is still under considera- 
tion by the Protectorate Governments and the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies. 

108. At the time of writing war has broken out, and it is gratifying 
to be able to record that not only has the Government been able to 
count on the personal services of nearly every able-bodied white man, 
but is supported by the enthusiastic loyalty of the Indian and native 
population. 
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REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK FOR THE YEAR 1918-14. 


I—FINANCIAL. 
REVENUE. 


The revenue of the Protectorate from all sources for the year under 
review was £124,849, as against £128,272 in the preceding one. The 
following comparative statement shows the revenue for the years 
1912-13 and 1913-14 :— 




















Head of Revenue. 1912-13. | 1913-14. | Increase. |{Decrease. 
ze 
£ £& £ £ 
Customs .. aie Mee «| 26,643 17,492 - 9,051 
Port, Harbour, and Wharf dues 9,004 5,956 - 3,048 
Native Hut Tax oe --| 65,685 69,810 4,125 - 
Land Tax an ee oe 7,991 8,085 94 - 
Licences, Excise, &c. .. as 5,334 5,675 341 ~ 
Fees of Court or Office. . a 1,653 3,164 1,601 
Post Office AD, ae oN 4,560 7,013 2,453 
Rents of Government Properties 3,172 3,065 - 107 
Interest .. ete fe ie 382 1,214 832 
Miscellaneous .. gf fs 3,372 3,020 | - 352 
£127,596 |£124,484 , £0,446 | £12,658 
Land Sales o se Me 677 365 - 312 
Imperial Grant-in-Aid .. -.| 6,000 - \ 5,000 
Total ade . {£188,273 |£124,849 | £0,446 | £17,870 
i 





As will be seen, there were increases under all heads except Customs, 
Port, Harbour, and Wharf Dues, Rents, Miscellaneous and Land 
Sales. The falling off in Customs and Port, Harbour, and Wharf dues 
is dealt with under the head ‘“‘ Trade.” The decrease of £107 in Rents 
from Government properties is due to arrears, since paid, which were 
outstanding on the 3lst March, 1914. Miscellaneous receipts suffer 
by comparison with the previous year owing to abnormal sales of 
stores, etc., which took place then. Land Sales are an insignificant 
item, the disposal of Crown land being limited to special cases. The 
Native Hut Tax realised £69,810, as against £65,685 in the previous 
year, a net increase of £4,125. The number of hut taxes paid rose from 
304,617 to 314,579, representing an increase of 9,962 taxes, to which 
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every district contributed with the exception of Mombera District, 
where a decrease of 4,424 taxes was due to unfavourable local con- 
ditions affecting employment and trade in livestock. Fees of Court 
or Office were responsible for an increase of £1,601, the result of un- 
usually heavy receipts from Estate duty. Sales of the new issue of 
postage stamps to stamp dealers account for the rise of £2,453 in 
Post Office revenue. The increase of £832 under the head “ Interest ” 
corresponds with a larger balance of general funds placed out at interest 
pending disbursement. 


EXPENDITURE. 


The expenditure of the year was estimated at £155,101 ; the actual 
expenditure was £133,106. This difference of £21,995 was mainly 
due to the provision necessary under Head No. 23, “‘ Railway Exten- 
sion,” proving to be £15,147 less than the original estimate. The 
remaining difference, viz., £6,848, is divided among the other heads of 
expenditure in the proportions set out in the following comparative 
table of the actual and estimated expenditure for the year ending 
the 31st March, 1914 :-— 


























. | | 1913-1914. 
Head of Service. : 
Estimated, Actual. Over. Under, 
} if 
1. Charge on Account of Public £ £ £ £ 
Dest oy ea uh 4,780. 1,750 es ee 

2. Pensions 4,099 4,509 410 - 

3. The Governor Ae Os 2,957 2,111 - 846 

4. Deputy Governor .. o% 5,406 | 5,015 - 391 

5. Printing .. oy és 2,954 | 3,108 154 i - 

6. District Administration ..}| 26,059 | 25,301 - | 158 

7. Treasury ee w| 4,747) 4,853 = i 394 

8. Customs .. oe oF 1,888 | 1,978 90 - 

9. Audit ne .- --| 1,648 | 1,610 - 38 
10. Marine Transport .. ore 4,690 | 4,633 = 57 
11. Legal rata: ..| 3,032 | 3,088 56 SS 
12. Prisons and Lunatic Asylum| 2,509 2,423 - 86 
13. Medical : as -+| 10,056 9,633 - 423 
18a. Scientific Commission .. 5,489 5,214 - 275 
14. Education .. ‘ie a 1,000 1,000 - - 
15. Transport .. Ste Sa 1,993 | 1,887 - | 106 
16. Military ue, oe -+{ 13,902 12,668 - | 1,284 
17. Miscellaneous a a 1,736 1,813 17 | - 
18. Post Office .. a ae 5,740 | 5,465 - 275, 
19. Agricultural Department .. 8,183 | 7,406 - 117 
20. Public Works Department 6,242 , 6,127 - | 115 
21. Public Works Recurrent ..) _ 3,453 3,331 - | 122 
22. PublicWorksExtraordinary| 13,869 : 12,171 - { 1,698 
23. Railway Extension ..{ 21,800 | 6,153 - 15,147 
24. London and Bombay Agen-' | 

cies : se ne 399 | 359 i - | 40 
Total Expenditure ..'£155,101 £133,106 £787 £22,782 
i i 





Less than estimated, £21,995 
(C127) B 
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The following table shows the receipts from all sources and the 
expenditure (exclusive of loan expenditure, to which reference is made 
under “‘ Public Debt ”’) during the past five years :— 

















Receipts. 

Year. ibuti Expendi- 

Local Grant iia sea | Toran. ture. 

Revenue. | in Aid. B.S.A. Co. 5 
{ 

£ £ £ £ £ 
1908-9 10,534 15,000 10,000 95,534 | 103,032 
1909-10 68,647 30,000 8,000 106,647 108,728 
1910-11 86,980 31,500 8,000 126,480 | 112,369 
1911-12 97,356 31,500 - 128,856 118,070 
1912-13 128,273 5,000 i 133,273 | 116,361 

Average, 

5 years 90,358 22,600 5,200 | 118,158 111,712 
1913-14 124,849 - - 124,849 133,106 




















It will be seen that the year under review was the first in which the 
Protectorate was able to meet its expenditure without the assistance 
of a Grant-in-Aid from the Imperial Government. 


‘Assets AND LIABILITIES. 


The balance of Assets over Liabilities at the close ot the year stood 
at £44,589 19s. 9d., as shown in the following statement :— 


£ s. d. 
Balance of Assets over Liabilities at 1st 
April, 19138... ey hee .. 52,846 19 10 
Expenditure, 1913-14 £133,105 12 1 
Revenue, 1913-14 124,848 12 0 
Excess Expenditure over Revenue .. 8,257 0 1 
Balance of Assets over Liabilities at 
31st March, 1914... a .. 44,589 19 9 
Assets comprised the following items :— 
£ Side 
Cash es ne - ws oe TOAOT 1S) 6 
Trade Goods... i, a .. 2,683 2 8 
Unallocated Stores a ” .. 1,982 7 1 
Advances bed 24 ag .. 6,898 18 3 
Deposit at call .. vs .. 83,000 0 0 
Drafts and Remittances i .. 2,672 14 0 
Post Office Savings Bank Investments 4,500 0 0 


£120,844 15 6 
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Liabilities were as follows :— 
ES Sued: 
Deposits in Post Office Savings Bank.. 5,281 10 11 
Deposits on account of Deceased and 


Bankrupts’ Estates, etc. .. .. 3,830 8 0 
Sundry Depositors aw — -. 2,142 16 10 
Loan Account .. i as .. 65,000 0 0 
——————- £76,254 15 9 
Balance 31st March, 1914 .. .. .. £44,589 199 


Note.—The value of investments on behalf of the Government 
Vessels Insurance and Depreciation Fund was £518 12s. 9d. on the 
31st March, 1914. 

Pusuic Dest. 


The public debt outstanding on the 31st March, 1914, amounted 
to £115,000, this sum representing the total of the two first instal- 
ments of a loan from the Imperial Government for the redemption of 
the Railway subsidy lands. The loan, when complete, will be £180,800, 
the value of 361,600 acres at 10s. per acre. 

The third and last instalment, 7.e., £65,800, will fall due for transfer 
to the Protectorate Government towards the close of the financial 
year 1914—15. 

The Protectorate pays interest on the amount outstanding at the 
tate of 3} per cent. per annum to the Imperial Government and 
arrangements have been made to set aside 1 per cent. per annum from 
the Ist April, 1916, as a sinking fund to liquidate the debt in from 
43 to 44 years. 

CurRENCY AND BANKING. 


The currency of the Protectorate consists of British coin; gold, 
silver, and bronze. 


There is no note circulation. 


The amount of coin in circulation among non-natives is estimated 
at £80,922, consisting of 


£ 
Gold. Ee ee Se aay 35,224 
Silver .. Ns “if a xc 40,984 
Bronze .. is ae br ne 820 
Unclassified .. a a Se 38,894 


These figures must, however, be accepted with caution. The total 
values of specie declared as imports and exports during the past 17 
years are as follows :— 

Imports. Exports. 


Geld a8 45 ee 12,400 180,881 
Silver .. es ee 79,420 44,046 
Bronze .. af oa 2225 20 








Total .. «» £94,045 £224,947 
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The great excess of exports over imports is due to the exportation 
by the banks of the accumulation of coin introduced into the country 
by natives on their return from employment in the Transvaal and in 
Rhodesia, in regard to which no accurate statistics are available. 


The banking business of the Colony is provided for by the Standard 
Bank of South Africa, with a branch at Blantyre, and the African Lakes 
Corporation, with branches at Blantyre and Zomba and agencies 
at Chinde and all the principal stations in the Protectorate. 


Post Orricr Savines Bank. 


Savings bank business conducted during the calendar year ended 
31st December, 1913, at the four branches, situated at Zomba, Blan- 
tyze, Fort Johnston, and Port Herald, shows little progress in the 
number of depositors, although the gross value of deposits has increased. 
At the commencement of the year there were 226 depositors, with 
balances to their credit amounting to £3,928 18s. 7d., at its close 228 
depositors, with £4,567 15s. 6d. to their credit, representing a gain 
of two depositors and of £638 16s. 11d. in value. 186 new accounts 
were opened and 184 closed. The average of the amounts standing 
to the credit of depositors was £20 0s. 8d., as compared with £17 7s. 8d. 
at the close of the previous year, an average gain of £2 13s. 0d. per head. 


The balances standing to the credit of the different classes of deposi- 
tors at the close of the year and those at the close of the previous year 
are compared in the following table :— 

















31st Dee., 31st Dee., Increase | Decrease 
1912, 1913. of Value | of Value 
Depositors. In of of 
No.| Amount. |No.| Amount, | 4¢Posits. | deposits. 
a 1 u ——————_—— u eaten 
| | 
£ 8.4, £osd/ £34) £84. 
Europeans -. } 62 |2,317 6 6) 60 |/1,880 26, — --)| 48740 
Indians .. ae 18 | 33218 3) 32 1,015 5 6; 682 73) —- —- ~ 
Natives .. +. {123 | 99810 7/104 |1,04710 4) 48199) - - ~ 
Trustee Accounts | 23 | 280 3 3) 32 | 62417 2 34413 9) - -— - 
va | 
Total ++ |226 |3,928 18 7/228 |4,56715 6|1,076 0 9 437 4 0 
t i 




















Itjwill be seen that while deposits by Indians and Trustees and the 
gross value of deposits by natives have increased, the number of native 
depositors has decreased by 19. 
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The investments on behalf of the Savings Bank as at the 31st 
December, 1913, were as follows :— 


Transvaal Government 3 per cent. Guaran- 





teed ay Be .. £3,000 
Straits Settlements 3} per cent. .. 1,500 
£4,500 





The Assets and Liabilities, as shown i in the books of the Savings 
Bank on the 31st December, 1913, are given in the following state- 
ment :— 


Balance to the credit of depositors .. £4,567 15 6 
Warrants for repayment issued, but not 
paid until after 31st December, 1913 16 00 
£4,583 15 6 
Value of investments .. £4,500! —_——_—_ 
Cash balance a ici 83 15 6 
—_ £4,583 15 6 
Il—TRADE. 


Imports aND Exports. 


Exclusive of specie and goods in transit the imports and exports 
for the year were of a value of £389,935, as compared with £447,539 
in the last preceding year. 

The following table exhibits the trade dovelopinant of the Protecto- 
rate in the last ten years :— 











Imports. ! Exports. | ‘Transit Trade. 

i eit eer ees 
Year. | For Home Products i To other From 

;consump- | Specie. ; of Pro- | Specie. | | Go, ot ee other 

tion, | | tectorate. | | untrles. | Countries. 

I | | 

| i 

25 ye 2 | ¢ £ 

1904-5 |(a) 212,497; 8,200 | 46,453 2,000 8,795 6,327 
1905-6 |(a) 217,581) 5,000 56,778 - 31,351 6,148 
1906-7 |(a) 233,835) 9,100 49,138 1,109 20,402 19,855 
1907-8 |(a) 169,541] "- | 54,371 | 14233 | 19,041 4293 
1908-9 (a) 138,711; 2,205 | 81,791 40,853 | 14,182 | 5,993 
1909-10 111,783 : 846 | 97,504 | 13,362 15,113 5,246 
1910-11} 193,490) 6,220 | 148,176 | 20,735 | 28,415 7.675 
1911-12! 236,628 | 20,420 | 151,460 | 74,594 | 23,257 19,804 
1912-13° 272,889' 4,100 | 174,650 : 53,490 | 28,294 | 20,383 





1913-14: 189,201 ! 420 | 200,734 | 49,623 > 15,732 19,090 
i | i i | 





(a) These figures include railway material for the Shire Highlands 
Railway, as follows :—1904-5, £69,684 ; 1905-6, £32,569 ; 1906-7, £35,575 ; 
1907-8, £37,975 ; 1908-9, £8,852. 
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The value of Imports from and Exports to the United Kingdom, 
British Possessions and Foreign countries during each of the last 
five years is shewn in the following table :— 











Imports. 

From. 1909-10 | 1910-11 | 1911-12) 1912-13] 1913-14 

; £ £ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom .. -+| 78,901] 150,630] 183,963} 198,917) 134,403 

| 

British Possessions ome 9,066} 13,053} 15,992) 16,318) 14,640 
Foreign Countries ..| 24,662] 36,027} 36,673) 57,654] 40,158 
Total ny ++| 112,629] 199,710} 236,628! 272,889] 189,201 




















Nore.—Government Imports are included, but not specie. 

















Exports. 

To. 1909-10 | 1910-11] 1911-12 | 1912-13) 1913-14 

1 

£ £ £ £ £ 

United Kingdom . -+| 76,172) 140,651| 132,671] 163,796} 183,425 
British Possessions ..| 10,710 6,304 1,012 814 3,301 
Foreign Countries «.| 28,984] 21,956| 17,959} 10,040) 14,008 
Total ae ..| 110,866 | 168,911 | 151,642] 174,650| 200,734 

| 














Nore.—Government Exports are included, but not specie. 


As compared with the preceding year the decline in the value of 
imports was due mainly to an undue inflation of imports in 1912-1913 ; 
minor contributory causes were the depression in the native trade 
after the failure of the previous year’s harvest, a low river, the absorp- 

. tion of several of the river steamers in the transport of materials for 
the railway extension, and a serious wash-out on the Shire Highlands 
Railway in March, 1914. 


For the first time in the history of the Protectorate the exports 
exceed the imports in value. 
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Of the total imports 71 per cent. came from the United Kingdom, 
7-7 per cent. from British possessions, and 21:3 per cent. from foreign 
countries. Compared with the year 1912-13 the trade from the 
United Kingdom has decreased by 32:4 per cent., that with British 
possessions by 10-2 per cent., and with foreign countries 30 per cent. 


The direction of the export trade has been in the following pro- 
portions, viz:—To the United Kingdom 91:4 per cent., to British 
possessions 1:7 per cent., and to foreign countries 6-9 per cent. The 
trade with the United Kingdom has increased by 11°9 per cent., and 
that with Germany by 14°5 per cent. when compared with the year 
1912-13. 


The total value of goods passing through the Protectorate in transit, 
inwards and outwards, has decreased by 28 per cent. In the inward 
trade the decrease is £9,204 (32°5 per cent.), and in the outward trade 
£4,651 (22°8 per cent.). The decline indicates that neighbouring 
territories have shared in the depression of trade which has prevailed 
during the year in Nyasaland. The transit imports consist of general 
trade goods; the exports are mainly represented by cotton grown in 
Northern Rhodesia and sent into Nyasaland for rebaling and ship- 
ment, ivory from the same country, and ivory, beeswax, unmanu- 
factured tobacco and a limited quantity of hides from Portuguese 
East Africa. 


Imports. 


The value of the imports in 1913-14 was less by £83,688 than in 
the previous year, representing a decrease of 30 per cent. This decrease 
is principally in textiles, the bulk of which are Manchester goods 
imported for native trade. In textiles the trade has fallen from 
£156,475 to £94,017, being a ecrense of £62,458, equal to 39°8 per 
cent. 


Other noteworthy decreases are :— 


£ Per cent. 
Agricultural Implements oes .. 4,258 36 
Vehicles . . 23 es as .. 8,396 55 
Glassware and beads .. a3 .. 8,349 65 
Other hardware “ ae .. 10,485 51 
Salt . ap i ag .. 2,026 66 
Other provisions 4 aS .. 4,665 24 
Alcohol (distilled pital oo we 137 28 


House-building materials show an increase of £1,028, equal to 
83 per cent., and free goods £7,360, equal to 32 per cent. 
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The following table shows the principal items of trade imports 
during the last five years :— 











7 
1909-10 | 1910-11 | 1911-12] 1912-13] 1913-14 
Alcohol : £ £ £ £ £ 
(a) Spirits, distilled . 1,530*/ 2,182*| 1,848] 2,592| 1,855 
(b) Wines and beers 2,287 2,559 2,182 
Fire-arms and Ammuni- 
tion are me 1,400 2,115 2,122 2,588 2,198 
Free Goods : | 
(a) Agricultural 
machinery .. 17,183} 11,802 7,550 
(b) Vehicles .. .. |Ft19,865 | $29,303 4,878| 19,930) 4,534 
(c) Live Stock oa 396 233 ll 
(d) Other Free Goods 25,160} 22,978| 30,338 
Hardware: 
(a) Glassware and 
beads .. oA 5,786 5,149 1,800 
(b) House building $9,046 | $13,058 
material as 1,538 1,236 2,264 
(c) Other hardware. . 15,562} 20,548) 12,596 
Kerosene and Petrol .. - - 656 953 2,053 
Provisions a re 14,994 17,493 24,090! 26,465) 19,736 
Sundries : 
(a) Stationery as - - 1,792 2,322 2,412 
(b) General .. ns 3,756 7,212 4,635 4,059 5,655 
Textiles. . me se 61,192 | 122,127 | 128,695| 156,475| 94,017 
Total .. ..{ 111,783 | 193,490 | 236,628) 272,889] 189,201 




















(*) Wines and beers included in Provisions in 1909-10 and 1910-11. 
(t) Classification of Free Goods and Hardware under sub-heads com- 
menced in 1911-12. 


The United Kingdom continues to be the largest supplier of alcohol, 
arms and ammunition, agricultural implements and machinery, 
hardware, provisions, and textiles. 


Germany furnishes many of the cheap lines of hardware, enamel- 
ware, tools, and native truck. 


Fez caps, beads, and Hungarian flour form the specialities supplied 
by Austria. 


Exports. 


The quantity of produce exported has increased trom 7,023,584 lb. 
to 8,108,529, and the value from £174,628 to £200,623, equal to an 
increase of 14°9 per cent. This is an indication of the agricultural 
expansion which has taken place during the year. The principal 
increase is in tobacco, of which 3,763,014 lb. have been shipped as 
against 2,262,545 Ib. in the previous year, the increase being £37,567 
(66°3 per cent.). 
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Under other headings there are increases as follows :— 


Increase in weight. Increase in value. 
Ibs. £ Per cent. 
Cultivated rubber .. 23,564 2,938 47 
Tea .. oe iy 48,348 1,209 416 
Ground nuts .. «. 968,058 5,150 99:7 


The increased export of ground nuts is due to the removal of the 
prohibition of export in force in the previous year. 


Cotton shows the largest decrease in exports, having declined by 
836,413 lb. in weight and £15,453 (17:8 per cent.) in value as a con- 
sequence of short crops caused by unfavourable climatic conditions. 
Other products showing decreases are :— 


Decrease in weight. Decrease in value. 


Ibs. £ Per cent. 
Uncultivated rubber . 19,593 4,342 563 
Strophanthus a 19,321 2,480 926 
Fibre .. oe .. 103,732 926 13-7 
Coffee ae oe 2,628 , 66 13 
Chillies = .. 156,346 2,988 94:3 


The reduced export of uncultivated rubber, strophanthus, and 
chillies has been caused by the low prices prevailing on the home 
market. 


The value of cattle exported has declined by £1,155 due to the im- 
portation of animals into Southern Rhodesia being prohibited. 


The subjoined table is a comparative statement of the principal 
exports from Nyasaland for the last five years :— 

















Rubber. 
Year. ———_—____—_——_|_ Tea. Cotton. | Tobacco. 
Cultivated. |Uncultivated. 
Ibs. Ibs. Tbs. Ibs. Ibs. 
1909-10* .. 27,144 = 36,281 858,926 | 1,084,757 
1910-11* .. 59,471 = 42,042 1,736,999 | 1,704,637 
1911-12... 4,698 43,011 43,876 1,356,904 | 2,146,615 
1912-13 ae 14,798 46,314 67,726 | 3,237,555 | 2,262,545 
1913~14 Be, 38,362 26,721 116,074 | 2,401,142 | 3,763,014 





*In the years 1909-10 and 1910-11 rubber exports were not kept under 
the separate heading “‘ cultivated” and “ uncultivated.” 
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The bulk of the export trade is with the United Kingdom. Ground 
nuts, beeswax, and strophanthus are, however, exported principally 
to Germany, which takes also a considerable proportion of castor oil 
seed and sesame oil seed and a small quantity of tobacco, coffee, and 
cotton. 


Maize, maize flour, and potatoes are exported to Portuguese East 
Africa, as also much of the cotton seed. 


Export trade with France is confined almost entirely to ground 
nuts. 
SnIppinc. 


Navigation of the Lower Shire river presented the usual difficulties 
during the dry season, and though no undue accumulations of produce 
occurred at Port Herald as has been the case in former years, this was 
mainly due to the principal exporters and buyers of produce holding 
up their shipments until the river became navigable. The construction 
of an extension of the railway to a navigable head of navigation on 
the Zambesi river will do much to remove these difficulties and it is 
hoped that the line will be open for traffic early in 1915. 














The number of vessels of all classes cleared inwards from Chinde 
was 117,as against 143 in 1912-13. These vessels carried 3,521 tons 
of cargo, 357 European, 125 Indian, and 2,538 Native passengers, 
the figures for the previous year being 6,661 tons, 362 Europeans, 169 
Indians, and 3,740 Natives. 


The outward clearances were 165 vessels (as against 146 in 1912-13), 
carrying 4,219 tons of produce, 309 European, 104 Indian, and 1,835 
Native passengers, as against 3,492 tons, 274 Europeans, 167 Indians, 
and 1,390 Natives in the previous year. 


The number of steamers plying on the Zambesi and Shire rivers 
between Chinde and Nyasaland remains unchanged, viz., 24. Of 
these vessels 11 are under the British flag and 13 under the Portuguese. 


The number of vessels registered in the Protectorate is 138, as against 
134 in 1912-13. 


Seven steamers ply on Lake Nyasa, six of which are under the 
British flag and one under the German. 


Of the six British steamers three are Government vessels. Two 
of these are engaged in the transport of Government cargo and 
passengers between lake ports, the third being used as a tender at 
Fort Johnston. 


Two Government barges ply on the Upper Shire river during the 
months when it is navigable, but there is now every indication that 
this service will have to be suspended permanently owing to the fall 
in the level of the lake and consequent drying up of the river. 


The Government vessels carried 1,005 tons of cargo, 63 European, 
and 1,257 Native passengers during the year. 
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III.—AGRICULTURE. 


Corton. 


Unfavourable climatic conditions combined with severe attacks by 
boll worm militated against the success of cotton cultivation in the 
Shire Highlands, wheremost of the European plantations are situated. 
In the lower levels, on the other hand, and notably in the Lower Shire, 
Ruo, and West Shire Districts, the late rains produced exceptionally 
fine crops. 


No difficulty was experienced in disposing of the crop on the home 
market, first quality cotton finding a ready sale at from 8d. to 9d. 
per lb., inferior grades only commanding less than 7d. per lb. A marked 
reduction in length of staple calls for greater care in the selection of 
seed so as to obtain a staple of one and three-sixteenths. 


In former years the unsatisfactory baling of Nyasaland cotton was 
commented upon, but the difficulties have now been overcome and 
the increase in the number of hydraulic presses has had the effect of 
standardising a 400 Ib. bale and thus meeting the requirements of 
the home market. 

The exported crop in bales of 400 Ib. lint amounted to 6,003 as 
against 8,093 in the previous year, the acreage under European 
cultivation being 25,697 as compared with 24,155 in 1912-13. The 
local value of the crop was £65,486 or a decrease of £15,453 on that 
of the preceding year. 

The following table shows the acreage under cultivation and the 
production and value of the cotton crop for the past five years :-— 





| Crop (including | 








| Total Acreage native-grown 
Year. under European | cotton) exported Value. 
| Cultivation. at 31st March of 
: each year. 1 
Ibs. ! £ 

1909-10. . ron 8,975 858,926 . 26,209 
1910-11... at 12,752 1,736,999 ' 58,687 
1911-12.. 28 23,332 1,356,904 : 44,099 
1912-13.. Pry 24,155 3,237,555 80,939 
1913-14.. well 25,697 2,401,142 65,487 





‘Nore.—The export of any ‘one year is from the cultivation in the 3 
preceding year. 


The acreage under European cultivation of the crop now being 
harvested is estimated at 26,407 acres. 


Native-cRown Corron. 


The native-grown cotton industry has made steady advance during 
the year under review, the crop having exceeded that of the previous 
year by 4534 tons of seed cotton, which is equivalent to an increase 
n lint of 685 bales of 400 Ib. each. 
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The progress of the industry during the past five years can be gauged 
from the following statistics :— 


Seed Cotton. Lint. 

Year. Tons. Bales of 400 lb. 
1909-10 at Bs 220 332 
1910-11 oe at 692 1,046 
1911-12 a ‘i 962 1,454 
1912-13 ite ap 744 1,126 
1913-14 ) .. 1,198 1,811 


The system of Government markets for the sale and purchase of 
native cotton, which was introduced on experimental lines in 1912-13, 
has been extended with marked success, as is evidenced by the enhanced 
prices secured on the home market, certain consignments having been 
valued as high as 9d. per lb. The institution of licence fees and market 
tolls payable by the local purchasers has enabled the industry to be 
placed on practically a self-supporting basis, the extra expense to 
the buyer having been more than compensated by the improvement 
in quality consequent on the natives, realising that by grading the 
crop a better price can be secured. 


Inadequate transport facilities in the districts north of Zomta 
continue to retard the industry, thereby demonstrating the importance 
of extending the existing railway system to Lake Nyasa. 


Toxsacco. 


The quality of the tobacco crop was adversely affected by the 
climatic conditions prevailing during the year under report, a con- 
siderable proportion of the early crop having been destroyed by 
secondary growth and mildew. The main crop fared better, but an 
abnormal amount of spot caused by Cercospora nicotiane had to be 
reckoned with. 


Ten thousand four hundred and ninety-nine acres were planted as 
compared with 7,411 in 1912-13. The export of cured tobacco 
amounted to 3,763,014 Ib., valued locally at £94,168, or an increase 
of 1,500,469 Ib. in weight and £37,569 in value on the figures for the 
past year. 


The acreage under cultivation and the production and value of the 
tobacco crop for the past five years are shown in the subjoined table :— 


Total acreage Crop exported 


Year. under at 31st March Value. 
cultivation. of each year. 
Ibs. £ 
1909-10 .. ws 8,975 1,084,757 27,120 
1910-11 .. am 12,752 1,704,637 42,627 
1911-12 .. aA 23,332 2,146,615 53,690 
1912-13 .. ay 24,155 2,262,545 56,599 
1913-14 .. ae 25,697 3,763,014 94,168 


Notr.—The export of any one year is from the preceding 
year’s cultivation. 
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The highest quality leaf commands a ready sale on the London 
market at satisfactory prices, but the future success of the industry 
is dependent on quick markets being secured for the medium grades, 
which form the major portion of the crop. 


It may be noted in this connexion that the establishment by the 
Imperial Tobacco Company, Ltd., of a buying and packing warehouse 
in Nyasaland has been of considerable benefit to those planters who 
prefer to dispose of their crop locally. 


TEA. 


The production of tea is confined almost exclusively to south-east 
Mlanje, and the industry continues to be a promising one. A noticeable 
improvement has taken place in the quality of the crop since the 
establishment of up-to-date machinery. There are now three factories 
in the Mlanje district, all of which are increasing their operations 
yearly. Prices on the whole have been satisfactory, London sales 
varying from 5d. to 9d. per lb. as compared with the local price of 1s. 
to Is. 6d. per Ib. 


A satisfactory feature is the increase in local consumption. 


The export for the year amounted to 116,074 lb., as compared with 
67,726 Ib. in the previous year, the local value being £2,902, or an 
increase in value of £1,219 over the export of the year 1912-13. The 
acreage has increased from 2,812 to 2,870. The restricted area with 
a suitable rainfall unfortunately debars the crop from ever developing 
into a very extensive industry. 

Statistics for the past five years are appended in the following 
table :— 

Total acreage Crop exported 
Year. under at 31st March Value. 
cultivation. of each year. 
bs. 


£ 
1909-10 .. oe 518 34,681 867 
1910-11 .. te 1,190 42,042 1,051 
1911-12 .. oe 2,593 43,876 1,097 
1912-13 .. nz 2,812 67,726 1,693 
1913-14 .. me 2,870 116,074 2,902 


RuBBER. 


The growth of Para rubber in Nyasaland is, on an average, about 
two years behind that in Ceylon, but, considering the periods of 
drought to which the trees are subjected, it must be regarded as satis- 
factory. - Experimental tapping on trees over 21 inches in circum- 
ference at 3 feet yielded satisfactory results, and demonstrates the 
better bleeding qualities of the variety as compared with Ceara grown 
under similar conditions. The production of Ceara rubber is satis- 
factory only when the trees are grown in rich soil highly retentive of 
moisture and where the annual rainfall is not less than 40 inches. 
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It has been found that the profitable tapping of Ceara rubber is 
limited to the few months when the soil is saturated, and that opera- 
tions have to be suspended immediately the trees begin to cast their 
leaves in the early part of the dry season. This variety still gives 
no evidence of ever becoming suitable for general cultivation throughout 
the Protectorate. 


The depressed nature of the rubber market had the effect of rendering 
the collection of wild rubber no longer profitable, with the exception 
of the exploitation of Landolphia parvifolia by the African Lakes 
Corporation, Ltd., within the area in the West Nyasa District held 
under a concession from Government on a royalty basis. 


The value of the exported crop amounted to £9,598, of which £6,238 
represents the value of cultivated rubber and £3,360 that of unculti- 
vated rubber. The acreage under cultivation has increased from 
8,896 acres to 10,562 acres. 


OraeR Propucts. 


The area under chillies and capsicums has greatly decreased as a 
result of low prices on the home market, the crop for the year having 
been 12,547 Ibs., valued at £178. The fluctuation in price during 
recent years and the restricted extent of the market combine to 
prevent these products from attaining any prominence as exportable 
crops. 


Coffee continues to be gradually abandoned, the export having 
amounted to 192,076 Ibs., valued at £4,802. The area under 
cultivation has sunk to 1,976 acres, being a decrease of 624 as compared 
with the previous year. Falling prices and the fickle nature of the crop 
have been responsible for the virtual abandonment of a crop which 
at one time was the premier export of the Protectorate. 


The native rice crop, which is grown at present for sale locally, 
amounted to 1,203 tons during the year under reyiew. Further 
development of this industry must await the extension of railway 
communication to the coast. 


Within recent years cotton has been the most valuable crop produced 
by natives for export, but the export during the year of 970,346 lbs. 
of ground nuts, valued locally at £5,163, was mainly the output of 
native gardens. 


With the extension of the railway system northwards to Fort 
Johnston, on Lake Nyasa, and southwards to Beira, in Portuguese 
East Africa, for which provision has been made, although execution 
is delayed by reason of the war, it is hoped that markets will be found 
for many articles which the Protectorate is capable of producing, but 
which it would be unprofitable to cultivate in the existing condition 
of its external communications. 
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EXPERIMENTAL STaTIon. 


The Government farms at Nyachiperi in the Lower Shire District, 
and at Namiwawa, in the Zomba District, continue to be made the 
centres of experiments with new crops and of seed selection. 


The gradual extension in the use of agricultural labour-saving 
implements on European estates has been a satisfactory feature of 
the year, and although the initial cost of such machinery and work 
oxen is considerable, it will be found to be a profitable outlay of capital, 
especially in the case of tobacco plantations, where the whole system 
of farming is so exhaustive of soil nitrogen, the cattle being also 
utilised to manure the land by feeding off green crops. 


Live Stock. 


A considerable proportion of the Protectorate is undoubtedly 
suitable for cattle-raising, but owing to the continued prohibition of 
the entry of cattle from Nyasaland into Rhodesia there is at present 
no market for surplus stock, and no real progress can be looked for 
until railway communication has been extended to the coast. 


There are estimated to be 75,897 head of cattle in the Protectorate, 
of which 65,003 are owned by natives. 


The erection during the year in the Shire Highlands of dipping 
tanks and spraying machines, both by Government and private owners, 
has resulted in a marked diminution of tick-borne diseases as also 
of demodectic mange. It is hoped to extend facilities to the Mombera 
and North Nyasa Districts, where the bulk of the native-owned cattle 
are located. 


The presence of rinderpest in German East Africa necessitated the 
strengthening of the veterinary staff, and special protective measures 
were initiated with a view to giving effect to the policy drawn up at 
the Veterinary Conference held at Bulawayo in April, 1913. 


The energetic action taken by the Government of German East 
Africa to combat this epidemic appears to have been successful and 
there has been no spread of the disease in the direction of Nyasaland. 


The concentration of the various herds of Government cattle at the 
Namiwawa farm has been undertaken as a preliminary step to the 
establishment of a Government stock farm and the initiation of 
experiments to ascertain the breeding, milking, and transport qualities 
of Nyasaland cattle and the possibility of profitable crossing with 
imported breeds. 7 

Forestry. 


The continued deforestation in the vicinity of thickly populated 
native settlements and the conservation of Crown forests are questions 
in respect of which action has been unavoidably curtailed by the 
exigencies of the financial position. To provide a remedy for the 
former, efforts have been made in certain districts to encourage native 
communities to plant up small areas with rapid growing trees under 
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the supervision of the District Residents. Action in regard to the latter 
question has been limited at present, pending expert examination, 
to the proclamation of Zomba Mountain plateau as a demarcated 
Crown forest and to a preliminary survey of the natural resources 
of the cypress forests on Mlanje plateau. 


The Mlanje cypress (Widdringtonia whytet) is indigenous on the 
higher slopes and plateaux of Mlanje mountain, growing at an elevation 
varying from 4,000 to 7,000 feet above sea level. The trees attain 
thier finest growth on the Tuchila and Likabula plateaux, where the 
rainfall averages about 60 inches, and these two plateaux are compara- 
tively well stocked with cypress. On the Lichenya plateau, on the 
southern side of the mountain, where the annual rainfall averages 
about 100 inches, quite two-thirds of the aggregate wooded area 
carries no cypress. The natural reproduction of the tree, is on the 
whole, poor, and steps are being taken to assist its natural regeneration 
by the removal of worthless trees and shrubs from the cypress woods. 
The timber is sawn on the plateaux and is extensively used by the 
Public Works Department for building purposes, as it is not only of 
excellent quality and durable, but impervious to the attacks of white 
ants. Plantations of this tree were first established on Zomba Moun- 
tain plateau in the year 1902-3, the area being increased by 20 acres 
during the year under review, making an estimated total area of 
277 acres. ‘The trees are as yet too young to enable an idea to be 
formed of the success ot this experiment. 


In the nursery at Blantyre 80,000 eucalyptus plants were raised 
during the year, a large number of which were issued free to natives 
through the Resident for the purpose of planting up small areas near 
their villages for the production of poles and firewood. 


Owing to the absence on leave of the Chief Forest Officer no exten- 
sions were possible to the eucalyptus plantations at Zomba. The 
growth in the plantations is, however, satisfactory, and the oldest 
plantation, which is six years old, is now yielding at the rate of 2,455 
cubic feet of solid wood-fuel per acre. 


The principal plants raised during the year in the nurseries at 
Zomba were 100,000 eucalyptus and 70,000 Mlanje cypress. 














ENTOMOLOGICAL. 


The investigation of insect pests affecting the principal crops in 
Nyasaland was continued by the Entomologist until his departure, 
in November, 1913, and various bulletins on the subject were published 
during the year. 

METEOROLOGICAL, 


Meteorological observations are taken at Zomba Observatory and 
records of temperature and rainfall at fourteen other stations. The 
Observatory is 2,948 feet above sea level. The climate of Nyasaland 
falls into two main divisions, that of the Shire River Valley and Lake 
Nyasa, the other of the remaining districts of the Protectorate, which 
lie at a much higher elevation. 
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There are consequently considerable variations in temperature and 
humidity, the low levels being hotter and drier than the highlands. 


The seasons comprise a rainy season, extending, asarule, from the 
end of November to the end of March, and a dry season, during the 
remaining portion of the year. During the past five years there has, 
however, been a tendency for the rains to commence later. 


The rainfall at Zomba, for the calendar year 1913 was 51°73 inches or 
about 4 inches below the average, and the number of rainy days 
recorded was110. The total number of rainy days for the agricultural 
season, October, 1913, to April, 1914, was 86, or 15 days less than the 
average of the last 16 years. The maximum rainfall during 1913 was 
at Mlanje station (2,462 feet above sea level), where the total amounted 
to 87°70 inches, rain having been recorded on 140 days. 


_The mean temperature of the air at the Observatory was 68°, the 
highest temperature recorded being 92°, on the 15th of October, and 
the lowest 47°, on the 14th of June. 


IV.—INDUSTRIES AND MINES. 


INDUSTRIES. 


Industrial ventures on the part of Europeans may be said to be 
confined at present to the making of tinware and furniture, and to a 
local manufactory of soap and oil. The main native industries are 
an extensive fishing industry on Lake Chilwa, the fish being sold in 
Blantyre and Zomba markets, basket and mat making, and pottery. 


Mings. 


Operations during the year have been confined to the mining of 
mica in the South Nyasa, Upper Shire, and Dedza Districts. This 
mineral up to the present has been found in scattered surface deposits 
only, and so long as this is the case it is doubtful whether its exploitation 
will result in any considerable output. The quantity of mica exported 
in 1913-14 amounted to 19,248 Ibs., as compared with 40,518 Ibs. 
in the previous year. 

The mining and burning of limestone is undertaken in some districts 
by natives, notably at Chendausiku, in the Upper Shire District. 
The deposits of limestone on Nchisi Island in Lake Chilwa are worked 
by the Public Works Department for plastering and ordinary building 
purposes, 
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V.—LEGISLATION. 


Sixteen Ordinances were enacted during the year under review. 
Among the more important legislative measures were the following :— 


The Public Roads Ordinance (No. 2 of 1913) provides for the declara- 
tion of certain roads as public roads and for the protection of 
such roads from damage. 


The Immigration Restriction Ordinance (No. 4 of 1913) repeals 
the Immigration Restriction Ordinances of 1905 and 1908, and, 
while generally following previous legislation, makes better 
provision for contingencies likely to arise in consequence of the 
Protectorate being made more accessible through the extension 
of its railway system into foreign territory. 


The Native Lunatics Ordinance (No. 5 of 1913) has as its object the 
regularisation of adjudications of lunacy in the case of natives 
and the proper care of such persons. 


The Central Africa Railway (Construction) Ordinance (No. 9 of 1913) 
removes the restrictions imposed by the Employment of Natives 
Ordinances of 1909 and 1911 on the recruitment of labour for 
service outside the Protectorate, in so far.as to permit natives 
to be recruited in Nyasaland for service in the construction of 
the new railway extension from the Zambesi River to Port 
Herald. 

The Mining (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 2 of 1914) simplifies 
the procedure in regard to the making of bricks, the burning 
of lime, and the quarrying of stone on Crown lands. 

The Commissions of Inquiry Ordinance (No. 3 of 1914) enables 
the Governor to appoint commissions of inquiry and to confer 
special powers upon such commissions. 

The Medical Practitioners’ Registration (Amendment) Ordinance 
(No. 4 of 1914) extends the scope of the Medical Practitioners 
Registration Ordinance (No.9 of 1906) by enabling medical 
men with lesser qualifications than are therein contemplated 
to practise in the Protectorate under certain conditions and 

_ limitations. 

A revision and consolidation of the Ordinances in force on the 31st 
of March, 1913 (prepared by Mr. C. J. Griffin, Judge of the High Court 
of Nyasaland), was published during the year and a codification of the 
Orders of His Majesty the King in Council, relating to the Nyasaland 
Protectorate and Local Proclamations, Orders, and Rules in force on 
the 31st of December, 1913, is in course of preparation and will be 
published at an early date. 


VI.—EDUCATION. 


There are no Government schools in Nyasaland, the education of 
the native population being undertaken by the various missionary 
societies established in the Protectorate. Of these, ten participated 
in the annual grant of £1,000 from Government funds. 
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Mission schools are graded and as a rule may be divided into the 
following classes, viz., elementary schools, situated usually in native 
villages where instruction is given up to the first English Primer to all 
pupils who pass satisfactorily in the vernacular; central schools, 
in which the curriculum extends to Standard 3 of the Nyasaland 
Education Code; and secondary schools or central institutes, to which 
central school pupils are drafted who wish to learn a trade or to become 
teachers. The training at the central institutes extends over a period 
of six years and comprises the following branches : carpentry, printing, 
hospital work, gardening and simple agriculture, blacksmiths’ and 
tinsmiths’ work, office or clerical work. Girl pupils are instructed in 
laundry work and needlework. 


The Dutch Reformed Church Mission have introduced a basket 
and chair-making industry, utilising local products for the purpose. 


The teaching of the principles of hygiene and sanitation receives 
special attention both in the schools and training institutes of the 
larger missions. In this connexion it is satisfactory to record that 
several missions report a noticeable improvement in the sanitation 
of the villages in which they work. The instruction in the village 
schools is necessarily confined to the rudiments of hygiene and the 
practical value of sanitation and cleanliness. More advanced teaching 
takes place at the institutes, where lectures are delivered on the com- 
mon diseases of the country, while, for example, at the Overtoun 
Institute of the Free Church of Scotland Mission the elements of 
anatomy and physiology are taught, together with instruction as to the 
rational treatment and prevention of the commoner diseases. 


The Mission Schools at the end of the year 1913-14 numbered 1,952, 
as against 1,768 in the preceding year. The average attendance in 
these schools was 49,903 boys and 33,575 girls, the number of pupils 
on the roll being 76,205 boys and 52,728 girls. 


The standard of education shows an annual improvement, the 
younger generation of more intelligent natives being keenly alive to 
the advantages resulting from a general education and recognising 
that the more highly paid classes of employment are open to those 
who avail themselves of the opportunities offered. 


VII.— JUDICIAL. 


Potice. 


The authorised strength of the Native Police establishment on the 
31st of March, 1914, was 360, consisting of 2 Sergeants-Major, 17 
Sergeants, 22 Corporals, 18 Lance-Corporals, and 301 Privates. 


There is no European Police Force at present. 


Police units are attached to every Administrative Station and Sub- 
Station; their recruitment, training, and discipline are under the 
supervision of the Residents and Assistant Residents in charge of 
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the stations, and are governed by the provisions of “ The Civil Police 
Discipline Ordinance, 1909.” 


Systems oF Courts. 


The High Court of Nyasaland exercises full jurisdiction, civil and 
criminal, over all persons and all matters in the Protectorate. Courts 
subordinate to the High Court consist of (1) District Courts, with 
jurisdiction over non-natives, in civil cases where the amount or value 
in dispute does not exceed £250, and in criminal cases any sentence 
except a sentence of death or of imprisonment exceeding seven years, 
but sentences of imprisonment exceeding six months or fine exceeding 
£20 are subject to confirmation by the High Court; (2) Sub-District 
Courts, with jurisdiction over non-natives where the amount or value 
in dispute does not exceed £50, and in criminal cases a sentence of 
imprisonment not exceeding one month, or fine not exceeding £5, or 
both; (3) District Native Courts, with civil and criminal jurisdiction 
over natives, sentences of imprisonment exceeding six months, or of 
fine exceeding £5, or of whipping exceeding twelve strokes, or of flogging 
exceeding twelve lashes, being subject to confirmation of the High 
Court ; and (4) Sub-District Native Courts, which may try any native 
civil case, and may,in native criminal cases ,pass a sentence of im- 
prisonment not exceeding six months, or of fine not exceeding £1, or of 
whipping not exceeding twelve strokes, or of flogging not exceeding 
twelve lashes; any sentence of imprisonment exceeding one month, 
or any sentence in which more than two of the above forms of punish- 
ment are ordered, are subject to confirmation by the District Native 
Court. 

Crimina Sratistics. 


Seven criminal cases were tried in the High Court, as against two in 
1912-13, and there was in addition one criminal appeal. 

Criminal cases involving 67 persons were received from subordinate 
Courts for confirmation by the High Court, as compared with 101 in 
1912-13. In 62 the sentences was confirmed, and in 5 it was modified, 
including 2 cases in which the prisoner was acquitted. The following 
is a classification of these cases :— 

Murder, other than wife or child murder 
Manslaughter 

Attempt to murder 

Murder of wife .. 

Murder of child. . 

Concealment of birth .. 
Abortion 

Rape 

Unnatural crimes 

Other offences against the person 
Malicious injury to property . 
Robbery with violence rh 
Other offences against een, 
Miscellaneous offences . : 


e 
ASCOUINROCOCOrROW 


Lae 


a 
a 


Sentence of death was carried out in one case of murder. 
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The number of offences reported to the Police or Magistrates 


as follows :— 
Offences against the person a - <= 841 
Offences against Property: a8 = 2: 610 
Other offences fe q aA ere .. 1,813 





3,264 





In connexion with these offences 4,106 persons were apprehended by 
the Police or summoned before the Magistrates, seven of whom were 


committed for trial in the High Court. 


The cases prosecuted in the Subordinate Courts (including ~pre- 
Court) 


liminary enquiries with a view to commitment to the High 
were distributed as follows :— 


during 
the year was 3,264 as against 3,187 in 1912-13. They are classified 











| 
Ii 
pichareed Dismissed Committed 
Offences. iprosecution| the Convicted.) to the 
lorevidence| Merits. High Court 
: eee 
1 
Against the person os 61 114 788 1 
Against property . | 68 . 81 496 5 
Against Regulations, Ordi- ‘| 
nances, ete. z 35 51 2,200 1 
Other offences a a 31 21 153 - 
Total er Es 195 267 3,637 7 

















The total number of offences, apprehensions, convictions, and 
acquittals during the last five years were distributed as follows :— 





| 


"1909- 10] re10-11 1911- 12 1912-13); 1913-14 





Number of offences repor- | 
ted to the police «.| 2,270 

Number of persons appre- 
hended by the Police or 
summoned before the 





Magistrates ae a+} 2,589 3,211 5,054 = 4,076 | 
Number of Summary | i 
Convictions :— | | 
1. For offences against | i | 
the person .. «| 674 930 | 1,001 | 893 
2. For offences against | ' } 
property : ' 419 353 , 429 | 584 
8. For other offences | 1,083 1,441 3,188 2,027 2,353 
Number of persons acquit. 415 482 436 570 


ted 01 discharged . 
Committed on trial before 
the High Court pe ae 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


2,729 | 4,080 | 3187 | 3,264 





The offences most prevalent during the year were assault, larceny, 


evasion of hut tax, and evasion of the pass laws. 
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Crvit Statistics. 


" The Civil business of the High Court witnessed a considerable 
increase, 88 actions having been tried, as against 41 in 1912-13. In 
addition there were 85 interlocutory applications arising out of these 
actions. 


Natives continue to have recourse in increasing numbers to the 
District and Sub-District Native Courts, since they have learned by 
experience that their cases secure a ready and patient hearing and 
are dealt with expeditiously. 


PROBATE. 


Four deceased estates were wound up by the High Court during 
the year, 19 others being in process of administration on the 31st 
March, 1914. 

Prisons. 


There are two prisons for long term prisoners, that is, for prisoners 
sentenced to terms exceeding six months, Natives being detained in 
the Central Prison, Zomba, and Europeans and Asiatics in the Central 
Prison, Blantyre. Asiatics are sometimes transferred to Zomba 
Central Prison. 


The total number or prisoners confined in the Central Prison, 
Zomba, on the 31st of March, 1914 was 166, classified as follows :— 











Hard Light . 
Class. Sex. Labour. Labour. Lunatics.| Total. 
1 I 
de 
Asiatics .. | Male | 1 _— | _ 1 
Natives ..| Male 149 13 | _— | 162 
Se .. | Female 2 — | 1 3 
iy 
| | 
Totals .. _ 152 130 CO 1 166 














| | 





During the year under report the administration of the Zomba 
Central Prison was strengthened by the appointment of a Deputy 
Superintendent, the establishment of prison warders placed on an 
organised basis, and improvements efiected in the discipline and 
feeding of prisoners and in the efficiency of the convict labour. 


~ A system of prison gardens maintained by the prisoners themselves 
was instituted both at the Zomba Central Prison and at District native 
prisons wherever suitable land was available. The results have proved 
satisfactory, for the more varied scale of rations has been of benefit 
both to the health of prisoners and to the output of their labour. 


Criminal lunatics are confined in the Lunatic Asylum at Zomba. 
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VITI—POPULATION AND VITAL STATISTICS. 
(a) Poputation. 


The European population on the 31st March, 1914, was returned 
at 799, thus showing an increase of 41 as compared with the previous 
year. The Asiatic population amounted to 408, this being an increase 
of 52 over the population of the preceding year. 


The European and Asiatic population during the last five years is 
shown in the subjoined table :-— 


























{ 
| 1909-10 | 1910-11 | 1911-12 | 1912-13 } 1913-14 
| i : | | 

(let | Sele Steel cal ats peg 4 

MF.) 8 |M. eed SMF | Sim Ps 

ie a} | ie} | ley 8 
Cae sree loa) tie 
European 409178 587:531 235,706 539 234 773 518 240/758 540 259}799 

hee es rete KN | 
Asiatic... 421) 14435445 3481 427 26469.307 29/356 388 201408 
: | ariel ees ee: Hes 





The native population is estimated at 1,065,119, as against 1,020,537 
last year. 


(6) Birtas, Dearas, AND Marriaczs. 


Twenty-six European births and seven deaths were registered during 
the current year, as against 27 and 11 respectively in 1912-13, the 
birth-rate being 32°54 and the death-rate 8°76 per mille. 


There were no Asiatic births, whereas seven were recorded in the 
preceding year. The deaths among Asiatics decreased from eight in 
1912-13 to one in 1913-14. 


Nine European marriages were celebrated during the year. 


Native Christian marriages celebrated under the Christian Native 
Marriage Ordinance numbered 254. 


No organisation exists at present for the registration of marriage 
by native custom, or for recording births and deaths among the native 
population. 


IX.—PUBLIC HEALTH. 
GENERAL. 
The health of the Protectorate, generally, has been satisfactory 


during the year 1913, and there has been no outbreak of epidemic or 
other sickness as a factor in the death-rate. 
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The investigation of ankylostome infection amongst natives was 
continued in various districts, and the results show that this disease 
prevails with about equal intensity throughout Nyasaland. 


In regard to sleeping sickness it may be said that up to the present 
there would appear to be no tendency to any spread of the disease. 
Sixty-four cases were reported during the year—49 occurring in the 
“proclaimed area” of the Dowa district, 11 in the Marimba and 
2 each in the South Nyasa and Upper Shire districts. The preventive 
measures which have been adopted consist mainly of clearings around 
villages and along some of the more frequented paths in the infected 
areas. Where extensive clearings have been made a quite appreciable 
diminution in the number of tsetse flies has been noticed. 


But one case of small-pox was recorded, the patient having acquired 
the infection in the adjoining Portuguese territory. Measures were at 
once instituted to prevent any spread of infection and proved 
completely successful. 


There has been no recurrence of small-pox in epidemic form since 
the year 1909, a result which is due to the systematic vaccination of 
the general population and which has removed one of the principal 
factors militating against a normal increase of population. 


The total number of vaccinations performed during the year 1913 
was 143,502, as compared with 132,992 in the preceding year. 


Excluding injuries and the commoner skin affections, the chief 
causes of sickness, in order of frequency, were digestive and bowel 
complaints, bronchitis, malaria, dysentery, and syphilis. 


Among the diseases with increased admission rates were malaria, 
respiratory disorders, venereal diseases, and tuberculosis. Chicken- 
pox and measles showed a considerable decrease. 


Malarial fever represented nearly 5°64 per cent. of the total ad- 
missions, and was most prevalent in January, February, and May, or, 
in other words, at the height of, and shortly after, the rainy season. 


Hatta or EuROPEAN OFFICIALS. 


The health of officials has been satisfactory on the whole, and there 
have been no invalidings. There were two cases of enteric, one of 
which terminated fatally. 


The general adoption of quinine prophylaxis caused an appreciable 
decline in the admissions for malarial fever. 


HEALTH OF GENERAL European PopuLation. 


A large proportion of the sick are treated by mission doctors and 
therefore do not come under the notice of Medical Officers. Six 
deaths were recorded by the medical staff, namely one each from 
malarial hyperpyrexia, cerebral embolism, myocarditis, appendicitis, 
and septicemia. 
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The number of European patients admitted into the Government 
hospitals amounted to 73, and were distributed as follows :—Blantyre 
47, Zomba 26. 


Heatta or Natives. 


The chief causes of sickness, in order of frequency, were digestive 
and bowel complaints, bronchitis, malaria, and dysentery. Among 
the diseases with increased admission rates were malaria, respiratory 
disorders, and venereal diseases. Although vital statistics are not 
available to enable any accurate reference to the health conditions 
obtaining in native villages, there is reason to believe that there is 
a large mortality among infants and children, the principal causes of 
which are mismanagement at childbirth, improper feeding, and the 
contagious and infective maladies to which the young are liable. 


Hospitats AND DISPENSARIES. 


The position of Government hospitals and dispensaries is shown 
in the sub-joined table :— 








i European} No. of | Native | No. of | Native 
aie Hospital.| Beds. | Hospital.| Beds. | Dispen- 
sary. 

Port Herald - - 1 6 1 
Mlanje - - - - 1 
Blantyre 1 6 - - 1 
Zomba we 1 6 3 46 2 
Fort Johnston 1 2 1 6 1 
Kota-Kota .. ~- - - - 1 
Karonga - - - - 1 

















There is no native hospital at Blantyre, but at this station Govern- 
ment makes a yearly grant of £20 to the Church of Scotland Mission 
for the treatment of in-patients. At Zomba one of the three native 
hospitals is the property of the Church of Scotland Mission and is 
temporarily under the control of Government, an annual ground rental 
of £10 being paid for the use of the building. 





Apart from these Government institutions much medical work, 
both among Europeans and natives, is undertaken by the various 
Missions established in the Protectorate. 


Lunatic Asyium. 


There is a Central Native Lunatic Asylum at Zomba accommodating 
an average of 22 inmates. The building is at present being extended, 
and when completed will enable the authorities to deal with a larger 
number of cases. 
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X.—COMMUNICATIONS. 
GENERAL. 


The necessity for the improvement of external communications in 
consequence of the marked annual fall in the level of the Lower Shire 
river has been recognised by the Imperial Government, with the result 
that during the year under report a commencement was made with 
the construction of a railway from Port Herald to Chindio, on the 
Zambesi river, a distance of 62 miles. This line will connect at Port 
Herald with the Shire Highlands Railway and will thus give through 
communication from the Zambesi to Blantyre. 


The importance of this undertaking lies in the fact that it provides 
an outlet at a point on the Zambesi river which will be open to navi- 
gation by river steamers all the year round in a normal season, whereas 
under present conditions the Lower Shire river is navigable up to Port 
Herald for but six months of the year. 


Chinde, in Portuguese East Africa, continues to be the ocean outlet 
for the Protectorate. The narrow and shallow bar outside the harbour 
and the rapid erosion of the settlement. by the waters of the Zambesi 
combine to make it one of the least advantageous ports on the east 
coast of Africa. So long as the Protectorate is dependent on this port 
the transportation of cargo to and from Nyasaland will be fraught 
with difficulty and delay, and it is therefore to the further extension 
of the railway to Beira that this country must look for the final solution 
of its external transport problems. 


The level of Lake Nyasa continues to fall, and as a result the Upper 
Shire river has ceased to be a navigable waterway between Fort 
Johnston and Liwonde. The transport of produce from the districts 
bordering Lake Nyasa to rail-head presents great difficulties, which 
can be obviated only by a northward extension of the railway to Lake 
Nyasa. Provision was made for this extension, but the outbreak of 
war has entailed the postponement of its construction. 





The policy of providing macadamised roads to connect producing 
centres with the railway, which was initiated with the construction of 
the road from Zomba to Limbe and Blantyre, is being continued and 
a macadamised road between Mlanje and Luchenza railway station 
is now under construction. 


Ratiway. 


There are no Government railways in the Protectorate. The railway 
from Port Herald to Blantyre, 1134 miles in length, is owned and worked 
by the Shire Highlands Railway Company. This is a single line of 
3 feet 6 inches gauge. An extension of the line southwards to Chindio, 
on the Zambesi river, is under construction and will, it is expected, 
be open for traffic in 1915. 
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Marine TRANsport. 


The Government steamers maintain a regular monthly service on 


Lake Nyasa in connexion with the transport of Government cargo and 
passengers. 


The needs of the public are mainly served by the steamer of the 


African Lakes Corporation, Limited, which has run regularly through- 
out the year. 


Reference has already been made to the condition of the Upper 
Shire river as a waterway. Barges plied between Fort Johnston and 
Liwonde for about three months of the year, the service being finally 
suspended in consequence of lack of water, accumulation of sudd, and 
formation of sand bars. 


Roap TRANSPORT. 


The Government motor lorry service for the transport of Govern- 
ment cargo and passengers between Limbe and Zomba has been 
maintained. 


Further experience has demonstrated the success of the undertaking, 
and it is intended to acquire an additional lorry in the ensuing year. 
At present there are two lorries, the older of which is, however, no 
longer suitable for a regular service. 


The Albion lorry ran 7,913 miles during the year, carrying 435 
tons of cargo and 203 passengers. The Wolseley lorry was laid up for 
six months of the year owing to a breakage of one of the wheels, and 
ran 2,243 miles, transporting 106 tons of cargo and 29 passengers. 


XI.—PUBLIC WORKS. 


The total outlay on public works (including surveys) was £21,638 
or £7,831 in excess of that of the previous year. The principal in- 
creases were £4,567 for new public buildings, £772 for new roads, and 
£1,748 for machinery, ete. 


BuILpINes, 


The new buildings erected comprised houses, offices, stores, etc., 
and do not call for special comment, no work of special importance 
having been undertaken. The approximate value of all Government 
buildings in the Protectorate (including Chinde) was £53,735 at the 
31st March, 1914. 
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Roaps. 


Maintenance and repairs of main roads and bridges necessitated 
an outlay of £750. The cost of the maintenance of other roads and 
bridges was £966. 


The construction of new roads accounted for an expenditure o: 
£5,137, the principal item being the commencement of a macadam 
road to connect the plantations in south-east Mlanje with Luchenza 
railway station. Work was started on the most difficult section o 
this road along the southern slopes of Mlanje mountain with the resul 
that five and a quarter miles only could be completed by the close o 
the year. An additional two miles of road was formed while metal 
was carried and broken for a total of eight and a quarter miles. The 
expenditure on this work amounted to £2,940. 





Improvements at a cost of £500 were effected to the Zomba—For' 
Johnston road with a view to making it fit for hand cart traffic in con- 
sequence of the Upper Shire river between Fort Johnston and Liwonde 
ceasing to be a navigable waterway for barge traffic. 














The most important of the bridges erected during the year was that 
over the Tuchila river near Luchenza railway station. This work 
cost £680. 


Exxzcrric Licut. 


The installation has been in operation for ten years and after pro- 
viding for depreciation at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum and interest 
at the rate of 3 per cent. per annum, a profit amounting to £215 has 
been earned in this period. 1,163 lamps of 8 candle power are now 
installed as compared with 415 lamps of 8 candle power originally, 
the dynamos having been increased from an aggregate capacity of 
15°4 to 58°74 kilowatts. During the year the work of bricking the 
water channel from the Mlungusi river to the reservoir tank at the 
head of the pipe line was carried out, and improvements were effected 
in the tank by lining the bottom with cement concrete and the sides 
and ends with brick work rendered over in cement. These works 
cost £496 and have been of great benefit to the installation by obviating 
stoppages caused in the past by lack of water. 


XII.—POST AND TELEGRAPHS. 
Postau. 


The postal service now comprises 19 Post Offices and 7 Sub-Post 
Offices. 
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The revenue for the year amounted to £7,012, as against £4,559 for 
the previous year, an increase of £2,543, due principally to more ex- 
tensive sales of postage stamps to foreign dealers, consequent on a new 
issue. The expenditure was £5,465, being a decrease of £331 as com- 
pared with 1912-13. 


The number of articles, exclusive of parcels, passing through the 
Post Office was approximately 1,304,839, as compared with 1,068,528 
in 1912-13. 


Foreign and inland letters, post cards, and newspapers show a con- 
siderable increase. 


The total number of parcels dealt with was 8,460, being a slight 
decrease on the number in the preceding year. The increase in the 
number of registered articles was 727. 


Postal order business again increased. The orders issued increased 
in number from 14,622 to 15,937, and in value from £12,080 to £12,957. 
The orders received increased in number from 12,080 to 14,021, and 
in value from £9,820 to £11,182. 


The total value of the money orders issued amounted to £7,781, as 
against £7,376 in 1912-13. The total value of: those drawn on the 
Protectorate rose from £2,996 in 1912-13 to £6,183 in 1913-14, the 
bulk of which represents money remitted by Nyasaland natives 
employed in Southern Rhodesia. 


TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES. 


Telegraphs.—The telegraph service is owned and managed by the 
African Trans-Continental Telegraph Company, whose line runs from 
Umtali, in Southern Rhodesia, to Tete, in Portuguese East Africa, 
where the Zambesi river is crossed ; from Tete it is connected with 
Chikwawa, in Nyasaland, and thence traverses the Protectorate vid 
Blantyre, Zomba, and the stations on Lake Nyasa to Karonga. From 
Karonga the line crosses the Tanganyika Plateau, passing through the 
northern districts of Northern Rhodesia to Lake Tanganyika and 
northwards into German East Africa. A branch line connects Domira 
Bay, on Lake Nyasa, with Fort Jameson, in Northern Rhodesia. 


The Shire Highlands Railway Company own a telegraph line along 
the extent of railway between Port Herald and Blantyre. 


A Portuguese line connects Chiromo and Chinde. 


Telephones.—The only telephone system in existence at present is 
at Zomba, where there is an exchange between the various Government 
offices. During the year five additional offices were connected, making 
the total number of telephone connections twenty-one. 
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XIII—NATIVE AFFAIRS. 


The condition of the native population continues to be satisfactory 
throughout the Protectorate, and nothing has occurred to vary the 
good opinion formed in the past of the general law-abiding character 
of the Nyasaland native or his ready compliance with constituted 
authority. A feature of the year has been the marked recovery of 
the population in the Lower River Districts from the depression 
oaused by the drought and famine of the previous year. This state 
of affairs was largely contributed to by the excellent native cotton 
crop and an abundant harvest throughout these districts. 


The harvest was generally a good one throughout the Protectorate, 
such shortages of food crops as did occur being confined to one or 
two small areas. 


The application during the year of the provisions of the District 
Administration (Native) Ordinance to the Lower Shire and West 
Shire Districts and to the Ncheu and Kota-Kota divisions of the 
Upper Shire and Marimba Districts, respectively, has been attended by 
results which encourage every hope that the scheme will eventually 
remove many of the administrative difficulties attendant on the 
decentralisation of native society, the weakening of authority among 
native headmen, and the inclination of each individual native to free 
himself from the salutary discipline and control to which he had 
formerly to submit himself in his village. In initiating a scheme 
at once so comprehensive and so far-reaching, the policy has been 
not to attempt too much nor to burden the principal and village 
headmen too suddenly with the numerous responsibilities imposed by 
the Ordinance. For this reason attention was devoted to the con- 
centration of villages and to the improvement of sanitation. It is 
gratifying to record that the concentration of scattered collections of 
huts into proper villages has been carried out rapidly and with an 
entire absence of friction. Sanitary problems do not enter into the 
ken of a primitive people and progress in this direction has therefore 
been slow. It is hoped, however, that as the headmen acquire confidence 
in themselves and secure the support of the natives within their 
administrative village areas the principles of sanitation will become 
more recognised and more closely observed. 


Later in the year the Ordinance was partially applied to the Lilongwe 
division of the Lilongwe District and to the North Nyasa District ; 
to the former at the special request of the Resident, to the latter for 
the purpose of dealing more effectively with ankylostomiasis, a disease 
very prevalent among the natives of that locality. 


The native labour market has presented similar features to recent 
years—a plentiful supply in the dry season, and a shortage in the rainy 
season, when the cultivation of foodstuffs for his subsistence claims 
the native’s attention. 
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The employment of Nyasaland natives is no longer permitted in the 
Witwatersrand Mines. Natives, more especially those residing in the 
northern and western districts of Nyasaland, show an increasing desire 
temporarily to leave the Protectorate for the purpose of securing more 
highly paid employment in Southern Rhodesia. Nyasaland natives 
formed the bulk of the labour employed in the construction of the 
new railway extension from Port Herald to the Zambesi river, the 
terms of their recruitment and engagement having been specially 
legislated for under the Central Africa Railway (Construction) 
Ordinance (No. 9 of 1913) and the Rules made thereunder. It is 
satisfactory to record that their labour proved efficient and that they 
enjoyed generally good health despite the fact that the locality in 
which they were employed is regarded as possessing a very trying and 
enervating climate. 


XIV.—MUNICIPALITIES. 


Townships have been proclaimed at Port Herald, Chiromo, Limbe, 
Blantyre, Zomba, and Fort Johnston, the administration of each being 
vested in a Town Council elected by the ratepayers. In the case of 
Zomba, Chiromo, and Fort Johnston Town Councils, the Resident of 
the district acts as chairman ex-officio. 


The total revenue and expenditure of these Town Councils during 
the year 1913-14 was as follows :— 








Township. Revenue. i Expenditure. {Amount of Debt 
£ £ 
Port Herald a es 99 96 Nil. 
Chiromo A 63 59 is 
Limbe a : i 101 79 ” 
Blantyre 5S oe 487 541 
Zomba oe es 59 30 a8 
Fort Johnston .. oe 46 51 a 














XV.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


His Excellency Sir George Smith, K.C.M.G., was appointed Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief of the Nyasaland Protectorate on the 13th 
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of August, 1913, in succession to Colonel Sir W. H. Manning, K.C.M.G., 
C.B., appointed to be Governor of Jamaica, and assumed the 
administration of the government on the 23rd of September, 1913. 


Major F. B. Pearce, C.M.G., who had held the post of Deputy 
Governor since 1907, was appointed British Resident of the Zanzibar 
Protectorate on the 25th of March, 1914. He was succeeded by 
Mr. H. L. Duff, Secretary to the Administration, with the title of 
Chief Secretary. 

A. M. J. Turnsutt, 


Assistant Chief Secretary 


19th December, 1914. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, é&c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page : 


ANNUAL. 

No. Colony, &e. Year. 
802 Ceylon... rer oe “a a a os 1913 
803 Bermuda .. ae aS ae Ke ee 5 

804 Weihaiwei. . a 

805 Gambia .. oe * 

806 Gold Coast en 3 a6: ae 3 

807 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast a 

808 Sierra Leone ay oe aes a ae o .. 

809 Bahamas .. a on wo Re me .. 1913-1914 
810 Cayman Islands (Jamaica) ae ea ae .. 1912-1913 
811 Fiji ie a me as as a ys 1913 
812 Ashanti .. as as ae 34 Pe ar eS 

813 Basutoland me A a an i: .. 1913-1914 
814 Hong Kong oe oe a ae ba ae 1913 
815 Bechuanaland Protectorate... ara i .. 1913-1914 
816 Imperial Institute ae of ae 2a ee 1913 
817 Falkland Islands fi He Ae fs ae ‘ 

818 Malta ue a3 ae a a oe .. 1913-1914 
819 Trinidad and Tobago... ads ee he aa iy 

820 Jamaica aA Pat af ae ns es 3 

821 Northern Nigeria. . oe 53 a 5 mn 1913 
822 Grenada iis ace 5 

823 Zanzibar .. aS oe ie we ee a oy 

824 Barbados .. me on me ec ile .. 1913-1914 
825 Southern Nigeria. . a a Bs ies ke 1913 
826 Mauritius .. tte at fa We ie rt mS 

827 British Honduras a ay 

828 Colonial Survey Committee as 

829 Tonga Protectorate bes es ie ft Ae 

830 Swaziland. . wo es ar eis os .. 1913-1914 
831 Uganda .. aa he he Be ei «» 1913-1914 


MISCELLANEOUS. 





No. Colony, &e. Subject. 

78 Weihaiwei. . «. Census, 1911. 

79 Northern Nigeria. . . Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 

80 Nyasaland % .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

81 Southern Nigeria. . .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

82 Imperial Institute .. Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

83 Southern Nigeria... .. Mineral Survey, 1910. 

84 West Indies . Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, &c. 

85 Southern Nigeria .. Mineral Survey, 1911. 

86 Southern Nigeria .. Mineral Survey, 1912. 

87 Ceylon... a .. Mineral Survey. 

88 Imperial Institute -. Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 

‘89 Southern Nigeria . Mineral Survey, 1913. 
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REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK FOR THE YEAR 1913-1914 





FINANCIAL. 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


1. The revenue for the year was £608,633, showing an increase of 


£28,187 as compared with the previous year. 


2. Excluding a sum of £48,812, representing extraordinary ex- 
penditure on loan works temporarily charged against the accumulated 
surplus balances of the Colony pending the raising of an authorised 
loan, the expenditure for the year was £592,532, or £16,674 more 
than the previous year, and there was a surplus of revenue over 


expenditure of £16,101. 


Details of the revenue and expenditure are as follows :— 


1912-1913. 1913-1914. 
£ £ 


Revenue. 
Customs ms me, 336,907 
Port, Harbour, and Light Dues ae oe 13,406 
Excise and Licences .. fy 122,670 
Internal Revenue not otherwise classified fe 14,092 
Fines, Fees, and Reimbursements .. oo 21,484 
Post Office, Pelseneeheys and Pelephense me 18,975 
Rents... te 4,552 
Forests and Mines a oe Me ee 23,036 
Interest .. an BG an an 12,264 
Miscellaneous .. ~ ot 3,146 
Sale of Crown and Colony Lands es es 2,320 
Premiums on Grants, Leases, etc. .. ee 402 
Interest on Surplus Revenue .. a 588 
Refunds of Loans made by the Colony ee 6,604 


Revenue Defence Fund.. fe _ 


£580,446 








352,479 
15,359 
116,597 
21,023 
23,584 
19,127 
5,025 
29,951 
11,930 
2,125 
1,950 
19 

588 
6,835 
2,041 





£608,633 
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Expenditure. 1912-1913. 1913-1914 

His Excellency the Governor .. 4 a 6,269 6,496 
Legislature xs he Se 3 105 114 
Government Secretariat ee ne ae 4,608 4,530 
Auditor General ae one 33 an 3,760 3,797 
Receiver General - us oe es he 3,939 3,593 
Customs .. is we oc Be = 11,792 11,984 
Commissaries_.. i Be cae 9,936 10,326 
Harbours and Pilotage .. Re S we 2,977 2,893 
Lands and Mines a Ss oe a 19,743 19,956 
Immigration Department i on ee 7,154 6,861 
Local Government Board oa oS a 2,815 2,809 
Registration se . N oi i 1,491 1,388 
District Commissioners ay a oS 2,751 2,627 
Supreme Court .. oe ee ae ee 10,595 10,471 
Law Officers oa Ms As ine he 2,614 2,800 
Magistrates ae ah ne +2 es 12,726 12,973 
Official Receiver ae ie xs a 974 1,334 
Police... = oi aa 3s -. - 52,035. 52,136 
Fire Brigade... $e ne i ts 2,997 3,108 
Prisons .. ss ss re of 13,007 12,278 
Ministers of Religion oe a os e 19,092 18,983 
Poor on ae sn Bc 13,631 13,783 
Medical Department be z oe 29,079 28,200 
Hospitals, Asvlums, and Dispensaries + 43,887 43,413 
Bacteriological Department .. ch by 1,484 1,546 
Education—Queen’s College .. Bi es 2,707 2,814 
Primary .. ite me oe 33,458 35,164 
Miscellaneous 3 1,607 2,190 

Industrial School, Onderneeming 2,437 2,402 

Orphan Asylum .. Ne 1,332 1,314 

Post Office 5 S oo ote 23,684 26,922 
Science and Agriculture ke te us 11,540 11,442 
Colonial Civil Engineer . . aie se ‘ad 10,066 10,913 
Sea Defences .. ins “as 5,759 10,250 
Public Works—Annually Recurrent o% 13,402 15,048 
Extraordinary and New Works 2,976 4,255 

Surveys ee 927 1,249 

Roads and Waterways .. = Pe 2s 30,185 30,114 
Subventions—Municipal ot us ee 10,395 11,469 
Subventions—other .. a a us 40,082 40,290 
Militia and Volunteers .. A Ba a 3,952 4,102 
Pensions .. : oie iF Pe “fs 49,838 51,633 
Miscellaneous... a 23 ie 23 9,237 9,931 
Public Debt de ae & os A 42,811 42,636 
Expenditure .. £575,856 £592,532 
Extraordinary Expenditure on “Loan Works. . 14,886 *48,812 
Total Expenditure .. = .. £590,742 £641,344 





* Temporarily charged against the accumulated surplus balances of 
the Colony pending the raising of authorised loans. 
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3. The following table gives the totals of revenue and expenditure 
in the last five years :-— 


+ £ 
1909-1910 Revenue .. 540,269 .. Expenditure .. 546,711 
1910-1911 8 .. 563,101... .. 542,757 
1911-1912 Ms .. 598,499 .. 3 .. *575,639 
1912-1913 - .. 580,446 .. 5 .. *575,859 
1913-1914 5 .. 608,633 .. ss -. *592,532 
TAXATION. 


4. The Customs Duties Ordinance No. 2 of 1913 was repealed by 
the Customs Duties Ordinance No. 8 of 1913, and was passed to give 
effect to the Canada-West Indies Trade Agreement, which was signed 
at Ottawa on the 9th day of April, 1912. The repealing Ordinance 
took effect from the 2nd day of June, and made provision for the 
admission at preferential rates of duty of a number of articles certified 
to be the produce or manufacture of the United Kingdom, Canada, 
or Newfoundland. In most instances the preference was effected by 
means of a reduction of the existing rate of duty to form the prefer- 
ential rate, the former rate thereby becoming the general rate. The 
preferential rate in nearly every case was four-fifths of the general 
duty rate, except in the case of flour, the preference on which was 
fixed at 25 cents per barrel of 196 lbs. each. The financial effect of 
the preference is estimated to approximate an annual loss amounting 
to $28,000 (£5,833 6s. 8d.) 


Liasititizs anD AssETs. 


5. The excess of assets over liabilities at 31st March, 1914, was 
£9,980, made up as follows :-— 


Liabilities. 
£ 
Deposits wa as 33 ae a 99,062 
Unclaimed Balances. . 5,167 
Repayment of Loan by Conporations (Reserve 
Fund) . 173,051 
Drafts on the Crown Agents. te 2 oA 490 
Advance to Colony My, Crown nepenie $7 ae 35,500 
Bondholders .. AS se 813,415 
Sinking Funds ¢ oe ok 24 .. 351,956 
Surplus and Deficit . ne .. £86,665 
Less amount expended on Loan Works 
andtemporarily charged against 
General Revenue pending the 
raising of anauthorised Loan. . £76,685 
9,980 








£1,488,621 





* Excluding extraordinary expenditure on loan works temporarily 
charged against the accumulated surplus balances of the Colony, pending 
the raising of authorised loans, 
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Assets. 
£ 
Advances... es wn up Dee aes 70,673 
Imprests hss = 3 ee 1,562 
Deposits Investments ‘ 13,802 
Repayment of Loans by Conporations (Reserve ’ e 
Fund) Investments... : .. 172,601 
Surplus Revenue invested . 14,790 
Suspense Account Revenue and other collections. . 160 
Remittances to Crown Agents... - od 15,573 
Remittances to Foreign Creditors 8 RS 26 
Loans to Corporatons - .. ee ans Bee 92,211 
Loau Ordinances... as: * sae yes 719,460 
Trustees Sinking Funds. Be es om 1,261 
Sinking Fund Investments a i -. 350,695 
Receiver General— 
Cash be 53 me os se 35,807 
£1,488,621 


Pusuic Dest. 


6. The public debt of the Colony at 31st March, 1914, was £883,415, 
a decrease of £1,200 as compared with the previous year. Of this 
amount £813,415 represents sums borrowed for the construction of 
Public Works and for public purposes, the balance of £70,000 having 
been raised for immigration purposes and being repayable out of 
moneys received from the planters under the provisions of the 
Immigration Loan Ordinance, 1864. 


Immigration Loan Ordi: 
7. There has been no loan issued during the year of report. 


8. The necessary provision for sinking fund and interest in respect 
of the Colony’s loans, exclusive of immigration, has been regularly 
made, and the sum of £350,695 stood at credit of Sinking Fund Account 
on 31st March last. 


9. Taking the population at 304,149 souls, the public debt, exclusive 
of that portion of it raised for immigration purposes, amounts to 
£2 18s. 1d. per head of population. 


CuRRENCY. 


10. Accounts are kept in dollars—the dollar being equal to 4s. 2d. 
The currency consists of British gold, silver, and bronze. There is 
little gold in circulation however. Notes are issued by the Royal 
Bank of Canada and Colonial Bank in denominations of $5, $20, 
and $100. 


MUNICIPALITIES. 
Revenue and Expenditure. 
11. The revenue and expenditure of the City of Georgetown and 


the town of New Amsterdam in each of the past five years were as 
follows — 
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Georgetown. 

£ £ 
1909-1910 Revenue .. 54,073 a Expenditure .. 53,518 
1910-1911 “5 .. 55,992 AG Ss .. 54,089 
1911-1912 on .. 56,978 By My .. 55,060 
1912-1913, .. 56278  .. a .. 56,002 
1913-1914 a .. 59,150 is ni .. 58,289 

New Amsterdam. 

£ £ 
1909-1910 Revenue .. 11,203 ae Expenditure .. 11,965 
1910-1911 35 .» 10,650 aS io .. 11,012 
1911-1912 2 .. 12,0385 ove a3 .. 11,745 
1912-1913 a .. 10,369 ve K .. 11,135 
1913-1914 5 .. 12,647 a 4 .. 12,426 


12. Revenue is derived principally from a 2 per cent. tax on the 
appraised valuation of all houses and lands in the City and the usual 
municipal and water rates. The towns are well laid out. They are 
lighted by electricity and provided with day and night telephone 
service. There is also an efficient electric tramway service in George- 
town controlled by a private company with some 13 miles of lines in 
operation within the town, and an extension outside the town limits 
of four miles of line to Plantation Peter’s Hall. Georgetown has an 
efficient and well-equipped fire brigade. 


13. In New Amsterdam the Municipality operates its own electricity 
works, producing and supplying light to about two hundred consumers, 
including the Government institutions in the town and environs, 
and lighting the streets and municipal buildings. A light of 150 candle 
power burns nightly on the tower of the Town Hall as a guide to 
mariners to the entrance of the harbour. Revenue is derived from a 
2h per cent. tax on the appraised valuation of the houses and lands 
in the town, from water supply, and electric light. The town pro- 
perties are protected by a competent and well-disciplined fire brigade 
In conjunction with an excellent and reliable water service. 


14. The funded debt of Georgetown at the end of the year was 
£60,752, and that of New Amsterdam £12,033. 


15. At the close of the year there were close on 102 village and 
country districts under the control of the Local Government Board, 
ranging in importance from the small town with its 5,000 inhabitants 
to the hamlet with 100. They enjoy a liberal measure of self-govern- 
ment. Revenue is derived chiefly from a tax on the value of land and 
buildings—the revenue collected duting the year was £14,247, against 
an expenditure of £12,743. Grants-in-aid or loans are from time to 
time made from general revenue to such of the villages as may need 
them. Provision for repayment is made regularly every year. 
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TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
Imports. 


16. The total value of the imports for the year 1913 (including 
transit trade)"amounted to £1,694,155, being £9,201- le :than. the 
aggregate value of the imports of 1912. 

17.. The items Bullion and Coin, Flour and Plants, Bulbs, ‘andl Seeds 
for propagation aré mainly accountable for the decrease. 


18. The goods imported may be classified as follows :-— 


1912. 1913. 
£ £ 
1. Food, Drink, and Tobacco. . ie .. 645,376 622, 186 
2. Raw materials and articles mainly un- 
manufactured OS .. 151,424 106,643 
3. Articles wholly or mainly manufactured... 787,260 902,976 
4. Miscellaneous and unclassified .. «. 82,235 8,174 
5. Bullion and Specie .. be a .. 87,061 54,176 


19. On and after the Ist January, 1913, official import and export 
lists, compiled on models furnished by the Board of Trade, were 
brought into use with a view to securing greater uniformity in the 
keeping of the customs statistics throughout the British West Indies 
and British Guiana. The figures appearing in the above table for the 
year 1913 represent the value of the total imports of all articles into 
the Colony and not merely the value of the imports entered for con- 
sumption as in the former year, and this fact, taken in conjunction 
with the revised method of keeping the statistics, makes a true com- 


parison between the two yeais impracticable. 


20. Under the group Food, Drink, and Tobacco, the imports of 
flour show a great falling-off. The reduction in the imports of that 
article in comparison with 1912 was 37,587 bags or barrels and the 
decrease in value amounted to £47,189. Very large supplies of flour 
were brought into the Colony in 1912 as a result of the scarcity of 
ground provisions in that year and owing to the rice supply available 
for local consumption being restricted. It is therefore natural that, 
with a large output of rice, and a more liberal supply of locally pro- 
duced vegetables, the imports of flour should be less in 1913 than in 
1912. 


21. The value of the imports of tobacco in 1913 amounted to £30,398, 
as against £26,882 in 1912, showing an increase of £3,516. The in- 
crease in the imports of leaf tobacco is chiefly responsible for the rise 
in the value of the total tobacco import, and is due to the fact that up 
to March, 1913, it was limited to six per cent. of fat, but the fat re- 
striction was eliminated in that month, causing a more moist tobacco 
to be entered:for consumption. 

22. Of Raw materials and articles mainly unmanufactured, reduced 
imports of plants, bulbs and seeds for propagation took place to the 
extent of £3,336, owing to the fact that less rice seeds, rubber plants, 
and coconuts were sown or planted in 1913 in comparison with the 
preceding year. 


10 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


23. An increase occurred in the imports of refined petroleum; the 
increase in quantity over 1912 being 68,504 gallons, and the increase 
in value £5,143. The imports of kerosene in 1912 were 88,673 gallons 
‘below the imports for the former year, so that the increase in 1913 was 
due mainly to ordinary adjustments of stock. 


24. The great falling-off in the class Miscellaneous is due to the 
revised method of keeping' the statistics. 


25. The value of silver coin brought into the Colony was less than 
in 1912 by £32,569, and the exports also show a decline of £45,515. 
During 1912 there was a large sum of silver coin on hand, the result 
of accumulations of 1911 and previous years, and advantage was taken 
of certain favourable conditions to export a large part of this sum, 
leaving sufficient, together with small importations, to meet the re- 
quirements of a decreased circulation as a result of the closing down 
of several sugar factories and lesser spending power on the part of the 
people generally. 


26. The value of the imports (including transit trade) for the past 
five years is as follows :— ; 


£ 
1909-1910... 5. 0. 774,457 
1910-1911... 5. 0... 749,766 
1911-1912... =... «0,811,180 
1912-1913... «1,708,355 
1913-1914... .. ww, 1,694,155 


Exports. 


27. The total value of the exports for the year ended 31st December, 
1913, was £2,193,129. This amount includes British and foreign 
goods re-exported and transhipped during the year valued at £200,236. _ 
The value of the export trade was greater than the previous year’s 
transactions to the value of £394,523, or an increase of nearly 22 per 
cent. 


28. The table below shows the value of the exports (including transit 
trade) under the five classes into which they naturally fall :— 


1912. 1913. 
£ < 

1. Food, Drink, and Tobacco... .. 1,287,178 1,505,248 
2. Raw materials and articles mainly 

unmanufactured a se Be 148,096 247,054 
3. Articles wholly or mainly manufac- 

tured .. oe Xe ae aA 63,889 98,530 
4. Miscellaneous and unclassified se 15,534 785 
5. Bullion and Specie nes ae -. 283,950 341,503 


29. The principal articles responsible for the increase under Class 1. 
are Sugar, Rum, and Rice. The exports of sugar were 9,593 tons 
greater than in 1912, with a value of £83,181, the figures for 1912 
and 1913 being 77,821 tons, valued £1,019,489, and 87,414 tons, valued 
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£1,102,670, respectively. This is not a matter for congratulation, 
however, as the exports during 1912, as a result of the drought, were 
the smallest known for many years. With the exception of 1899- 
1900, the exports of sugar during the period under review are less than 
they have been for any trade period for over twenty years. About 8,000 
tons of sugar were lost in the fire which destroyed the premises of the 
Demerara Company on the 22nd December. A proportion of this 
quantity would no doubt have gone to swell the sugar exports for 
1913, but the principal cause of the short crop compared with the 
average annual output for many years back was the drought during 
1912, which adversely affected the mid-year canes of 1913. 


30. The exports of rum were much greater during 1913 than during 
the previous year, 3,260,986 proof gallons, valued at £204,140, being 
exported. The increase amounted to 876,804 proof gallons, and the 
value was £55,129 in excess of 1912. Rum commanded a good price 
in the British market in 1913, and consequently more molasses was 
made into rum than usual. 


31. Very satisfactory is the increase in rice exports, the quantity 
sent abroad during the twelve months ended 31st December, 1913, 
being the largest since the inception of the rice industry in the Colony 
about ten years ago. The exports amounted to 154,192 cwts., and 
the value to £106,155, being 44,417 cwts. and a value of £41,538 in 
excess of the exports for the previous record year, viz., 1909-10. 
The establishment of the Abary Rice Company has considerably 
augmented the rice output, several thousands of acres of virgin 
savannah land having been empoldered by them for the purpose of 
producing rice by mechanical tillage. A considerable portion of 
the community is also devoting more attention to rice cultivation, so 
that the industry is gaining in importance. The rice grown in this 
Colony is of excellent quality. 


32. The chief increases under Clause II. occurred in the exports of 
balata, diamonds, and wood and timber. 1,323,609 Ibs. of balata, 
represented by a value of £160,096, were exported during 1913. The 
quantity exported was nearly double the quantity sent out of the 
Colony in 1912, the increase being 618,395 lbs. The export of Colony 
balata during the year under review was the largest amount, both as 
regards quantity and value, that has been exported in any one trade 
year. The drought in 1912 retarded work in the up-country balata 
areas, and the low state of the rivers in that year prevented a certain 
quantity of balata reaching Georgetown in time for exportation in 
1912, so that the exports for 1913 were unduly inflated, but nevertheless 
the amount of balata actually bled in 1913 was larger than in any 
former year. Unfortunately the price of balata fell considerably 
during 1913, and so the producers did not profit to the same extent as 
it was hoped they would with the increased yield. 


33. There was an increase in the output of diamonds to the value 
of £10,289, the increase in quantity being 3,849 carats. The diamonds 
found in this Colony, although of small size, are said to be of excellent 
quality, and the recognised diamond district of the Colony has been 
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more diligently worked during the year, with the result that diamond 
exports have shown an upward tendency. The total exports of diamonds 
during 1912 amounted to 5,229 carats, valued at £6,860. 


34. Wood and timber exports in 1913 showed the substantial in- 
crease of £27,720 in value over those of 1912. The drought in the latter 
year retarded the collection of up-country woods, the rivers being 
very dry for a portion of the year. The year 1913 therefore got the 
credit of a certain portion of the wood exports which would ordinarily 
have been credited to 1912. 


35. Under Class III. the value of the exports of cattle foods for the 
year was £7,664 in excess of those for the preceding trade period. The 
principal constituent of cattle foods made in this Colony is molasses 
and, with a satisfactory price, a greater quantity of molasses was made 

nto cattle food, and a smaller quantity shipped in the form of molasses 


36. The decrease in the exports shown under Class IV. is due to 
the revised method of keeping the statistics introduced in the year 
under review. 


37. The chief increase in the Colony’s export transactions occurred 
in the exports of raw gold, which showed an advance over the previous 
year’s exports to the extent of 30,415 ozs., of a value of £109,393. The 
export of gold for the year totalled 79,194 ozs., of a value of £287,361. 
During the year rich surface deposits of gold were discovered at Pigeon 
Island, on the Cuyuni river, and some of the dredging companies had 
a successful year. Satisfactory mining operations are now in progress 
in some parts of the Colony, so that there are signs that the gold- 
mining industry in the Colony may take a new lease of life. 


38. The value of colonial produce exported in each of the last five 
years is as follows :— 


£ 
1909-1910 .. ba ae a -. 1,829,920 
1910-1911 .. a is Pe .. 1,628,105 
1911 es a6 Bt os .. 1,850,733 
1912 BS Be mA _ -. 1,576,988 
1913 a oy 3 mS -. 1,992,884 


Direction or TRADE. 


39. The following table shows the trend of the aggregate trade of 
the Colony for 1913 :— 
Aggregate 
Imports. Exports. trade. 
percent. percent. per cent. 


United Kingdom. A .. 5445 48°72 51°22 
Dominion of Canada .. ~ .. 857 36°33 24:23 
Other British Possessions .. .. 614 5°83 5:96 
United States of America... «. 22°67 3°74 11:99 


Other Foreign Countries... .. O17 5°38 6°60 
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40. The Mother Country has appropriated a larger portion of the 
aggregate trade of the Colony in 1913, as compared with 1912, by 3°88 
per cent., mainly as a result of larger quantities of gold and balata 
being exported to'the United Kingdom in 1912. Canada increased 
her hold on the import trade from 6°59 per cent. to 8°57 per cent., 
mainly as a result of the effect of the Canadian-West Indies Trade 
Agreement, under which Canadian flour enjoys a preference of 25 cents 
per barrel of 196 lbs. 


41, There is a noticeable decline in the proportion of trade with the 
United States, and an increase in the trade with Canada. 


AGRICULTURE. 


42. The after effects of the intense and long-continued drought 
which affected British Guiana from August, 1911, to near the end of 
April, 1912, were very noticeable during the year on the sugar plan- 
tations in the Colony. 


Supstpiary AcRicuLTuRAL InpusTRIEs. 
Rice. 


43. The area under rice amounted to 33,889 acres, yielding 37,000 
tons of paddy last year. Attention is being given to cultivation and 
reaping of rice by mechanical means, and this method has passed 
successfully through its experimental stage. The rice grown is of 
excellent quality. 7,709 tons of rice and 1,803 tons of rice-meal were 
exported during the year 1913. Owing to the dry weather in the early 
months of 1913 a large area pianted in rice was not productive of crop 
and is not included in the returns for 1913. This is the cause of the 
decrease in area between the years 1912 and 1913. The very keen 
demand amongst planters of rice for the specially selected seed paddy 
produced at the experimental fields of the Board of Agriculture became 
accentuated during this year. Very large areas of the front lands of 
the Colony undoubtedly are pre-eminently suitable for the cultivation 
of rice. 


Cacao. 


44. The acreage under cacao did not increase, and now does not 
exceed 2,000 acres. Para rubber has been interplanted through 
considerable areas on some of the cacao plantations and the decrease 
reported as taking place in cacao planting is mainly due to this. The 
export of cacao increased from 102 cwts. in 1912 to 800 cwts. this year. 
A very large proportion of the cacao produced is, however, used locally 
either in the preparation of chocolate or of sweets, etc. There is an 
extensive belt of land in the Colony well suited for cacao. 


Rubber. 


45. The planting of Para rubber continues to increase. It is 
estimated that over 4,000 acres are now planted with Para rubber in 
the Colony. There has been a fair demand during the year for Para 
rubber plants, and some 61,000 have been sold by the Department 
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of Science and Agriculture. There were some private importations 
of seeds from Surinam and the East. Para rubber grows satisfactorily 
in the river lands and on some of the back-lands of the sugar estates. 
On some estates trees were planted during the years 1907-8, 1908-9, 
are being tapped. Very satisfactory yields are being obtained and the © 
quality of the rubber is excellent. 


46. Work at the several experimental stations established by 
Government in the interior of the Colony was systematically carried 
on during the year atid satisfactory progress was reported from them, 
Hevea braziliensis is the principal kind grown. A considerable 
number of Bullet or Balata trees, Mimusops globosa, were planted 
at the north-western station. Only 11 cwts. of rubber were exported 
during the year. 


Coffee. 


47. The area reported to be under coffee was 3,166 acres... Of this 
upwards of 1,600 acres are situated in the Canal Polder area of West 
Demerara. The export of coffee during the year amounted to 798 
ewts., as compared with 1,293 cwts. in 1912, the decrease being an 
after-effect of the 1911-1912 drought. 


Coconuts. 


48. Coconuts are planted on some 14,200 acres of land, the acreage 
last year being 13,700. The export of nuts decreased from 1,042 to 
876 thousand, whilst, in addition, 1,127 cwts. of copra were exported. 
The decrease in the export of nuts was an after-effect of the 1911-1912 
drought. By far the greater number of the nuts grown were used 
locally for the manufacture of oil. There is a wide area of land 
suitable for the planting of coconuts, on parts of which extension of 
such planting is being actively carried on. Under proper cultivation 
and drainage the yearly crop will be very largely increased in the near 
future. 


Times. 


49. The cultivation of limes is slowly increasing. 940 acres are 
now occupied by this product. The erection of machinery at 
Plantation Providence, Berbice, for the production of citrate of lime 
is giving this promising industry a much desired impetus. Over 
4,000 Ibs. of citrate were exported, its value being £424. 


Sisal. 


50. Although the fibre obtained from the sisal cultivation at the 
Hill’s Estate, Mazaruni river, was of excellent quality, the relatively 
low yield per acre, coupled with the ravages of disease and transport 
difficulties, prevented its cultivation from being a financial success. 
The 250 acres occupied by it have been planted with Para rubber, 
the success of which at the Hill’s Estate appears to be assured. 
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Catile. 


51. There are large areas of land suitable for the raising of cattle. 
The number in the Colony is estimated at 81,000, including 9,000 on the 
savannah region, but it is probable that this estimate is considerably 
below the actual figure. The value of 965 cattle exported was 
£6,310. Horses are returned at 960; sheep at 18,500; goats at 
14,000 ; swine at 14,000 ; and donkeys at 6,060. 


MANUFACTURES. 


52. Sugar, rum, molasses, molascuit, rice and rice-meal are the 
principal articles of manufacture exported. A certain quantity of 
leather and cacao is prepared for local consumption. Matches are 
made and there is a large and well-equipped ice factory with cold 
storage accommodation. 


53. One of the three iron-work foundries has good accommodation 
for the docking and repairing of steamers of small size. There is 
also a Government dry dock, 160 feet long and 35 feet wide, in course 
of construction. : 


54. There are two well-equipped factories in Georgetown which 
manufacture boots and shoes of all description for the local market. 
The larger is capable of turning out between 2,000 to 3,000 pairs per 
week, while the smaller can handle 500 pairs. Both establishments 
manufacture strong and serviceable footwear, which finds a ready 


sale with the great bulk of the people. The prices charged are very 


reasonable, 


FIsHERIES. 


55. There is room for considerable development in several 
directions, expecially in sea fishing, curing with the aid of ice, and 
smoking. A fair supply of sea fish is generally kept at the ice depét, 
but ice is not generally used. In early times smoked or barbecued 
paku was got from the north-west in large quantities, but is now 
tarely seen. Salt cod, herrings, and mackerel are imported in quantity, 
but no Colony fishes are cured. Fresh water fishes are obtainable 
in the markets, but not to the extent desired; in fact, the supply is 
precarious. Rarely can a particular kind be got to order. The 
angler may enjoy good sport with tarpon or cuffum as well as several 
other fish that are more grateful to the palate. The river fishing in 
the interior is exceptionally good. Fish glue or isinglass from the 
gilbaker was exported to the amount of 15,197 lbs., value £1,286 13s. 4d. 


Mines. 


56. Eighty-two thousand seven hundred and six ozs. of gold were 
passed through the Department of Lands and Mines for the year, 
being an increasé on the production of 1912-1913 of 30,941 ozs., or 
60 per cent., and is the largest output since the year 1906-1907. 
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57. The Peters, Aremu, and Barima Mines remained closed down 
during the year. A small "Tremaine hammer mill was operated by the 
Minnehaha Development Company, Limited, on their hill claims in 
the Minnehaha creek and produced 511 ozs. bullion. 


58. There was a large increase of 33,869 ozs. in the gold produced 
from placer washing, chiefly the results of the workings at Pigeon 
Island, Cuyuni river, and Kaburi, Mazaruni river, which districts 
attracted considerable attention during the year. 


59. The Guiana Gold Company and the Minnehaha Development 
Company, Limited, continued their dredging operations throughout 
the year in the Konawaruk river and Minnehaha creek, respectively ; 
the former obtained 7,405 ozs., and the latter 2,783 ozs. Dredging 
operations were also commenced in March, 1914, by the Minnehaha 
Development Company, with a new dredge in the Mahdia creek on 
claims purchased from Mr. F. W. Hutson (Inflexible Syndicate). 


60. Hydraulicking work was practically at a standstill, only 243 ozs. 
having been produced from this source at the Tassawini mine, Barama 
river. 


61. Work in the diamond industry was continued with activity 
throughout the year, and the output, which is the largest obtained 
in any year, amounted to 11,119 carats, a large increase of 5,022 
carats on the production for 1912-1913. The stones won averaged. 
8:42 to the carat, which is an improvement on the previous year. 


Crown Lanps anp Forests, 


62. The cultivation of rubber was continued on the Hills Estate, 
Mazaruni river, at Aliki, on the Essequibo river, and on the Aruka 
river, North-western District, the growth and healthiness of the 
Hevea brazihensis trees continued satisfactory. 


63. The weather conditions during the year were favourable for 
bleeding balata, and there was a large increase on the production for 
1912-1913. 1,356,646 Ibs. were collected by licensees on their tracts, 
and 26,581 Ibs. collected by aboriginal Indians from off the Indian 
Reservations. 


64. Three hundred and eighty-six thousand, two hundred and 
fifty-seven cubic feet of timber of all kinds were exported, an 
increase of 40,975 cubic feet on 1912-1913, and is the largest quantity 
of timber exported from the Colony since 1896-1897. 


65. Two hundred and sixty woodcutting licences, covering an area 
of 112,585 acres, were issued and renewed during the year. 


66. The Mara Mara Gold Mining Company temporarily suspended 
operations in connexion with their timber concession in the vicinity 
of Kartabu Point. 
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67. Two hundred and twenty-eight grants, with an area of 2,687 
acres, and 132 homesteads, with an area of 638 acres, were issued. 
No large tracts were granted as in the previous year 


68. The Abary Plantation Company, Ltd., continued active planting 
and reaping operations of rice on their tracts on the right bank, Abary 
river, 


SHIPPING. 


69. There was a decrease in the number of vessels which entered 
and cleared from the various ports in the Colony during the year. 
4,415 vessels, with an aggregate of 921,385 tons, entered and cleared 
during 1913, as against 5,319 vessels, with an aggregate of 934,745 
tons, in 1912. 


70. There was a larger export of domestic products than in the year 
previous, and although fewer vessels visited the Colony they carried 
away larger cargoes than they did in 1912. 


71. The following table shows the nationality, number, description, 
and tonnage of the vessels which entered at the various Custom Houses 
of the Colony, together witb the percentage tonnage of each nationality 
to the total tonnage :— 
































Entered, 
Per- 
5 an | cones 
team Sailin, 0: 
Nationality, Vessels. Vessels. Total. total 
tonnage 
fl entered.. 
No. | Tons. | No. | Tons. | No. | Tons. 
British re .-| 195 |288,129] 277 |11,128) 472)/299,257| 65°24 
American... ed _— 1 961 1 961 “21 
French a «-| 83 | 21,519 1 1 34) 21,520; 4°69 
Dutch 3 ++| 264 | 80,595 94] 1,734} 358] 82,329) 17°94 
Norwegian .. «| 24 | 23,470; — = 24) 23,470) 5°12 
Danish aa ..| 14] 21,641) — _ 14] 21,641, 4°72 
Swedish on ae 1 1,292} — _ 1 1,292) *29 
Russian es alo _ 9| 2,526 9 2,526 55 
German ke orl iea: 5 4,268; — _ 4 4,268) “93 
Venezuelan .. ts 3 12 /1,304| 1,423 |1,304 1,435 “31 
Total .. ..| 588 |440,926 |1,683 |17,773 |2,221 | 458,699, 100-00 














72. Outward bound there was a total tonnage of steam vessels of 
443,555 tons, against 443,836 tons in the previous year. Of sailing 
ships, 1,659, with an aggregate tonnage of 18,858, cleared against 
2,154, aggregating 23,277 tons, in 1911-1912. 
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73. The totals of arrivals and deparhunes during the past five years 
-are shown below :— 























| No. |Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage. 

1909-1910 Entered ..| 2,097 | 447,658 | Cleared ..| 2,043 | 450,706 

1910-1911 Fi 2,460 | 504,153 a 2,300 | 502,046 

1911-1912 - 2,738 | 488,921, ” 2,687 | 499,742 

1912 és 2,685 | 467,632 an 2,634 | 467,113 

1913 fe 2,221 | 458,972 a5 2,194 | 462,413 
LEGISLATION. 


74. During the year thirty-one Ordinances were passed, two being 
in the nature of private Ordinances, the rest being public general 
Ordinances. 


Taxes (No. 1).—This is the Ordinance under which what may be 
called the inland revenue of the Colony, consisting of various taxes 
and licence duties, is collected. This Ordinance is enacted annually, 
the Combined Court, which alone has power to levy taxes, always 
refusing to authorise ‘the raising of revenue for more than one year at 
a time. This Ordinance was twice amended during the year, first 
on the 21st June by Ordinance No. 10, which altered the rates for 
licences for motor cars, and then on the 9th July by Ordinance No. 11, 
which explained certain words imposing spirit duties. 


Customs Duties.—Ordinance No. 2 enacted the Customs duties to 
be levied on goods imported into the Colony during the ensuing 
financial year. But on the 2lst May it was repealed and another 
Ordinance (No. 8) passed, which enacted another table of duties in 
accordance with the Canadian Reciprocity arrangement with British 
Guiana and the West Indies, which came into operation at this time. 


Sea Defences (No. 9).—The coastline of British Guiana being below 
the level of the sea, an elaborate system of sea defences is necessary. 
Hitherto, under the Ordinances dealing with this subject, the pro- 
prietors of land abutting on the sea shore are made responsible for 
constructing and maintaining the sea dams in front of their lands. 
The Government, however, has now agreed to assume the responsibility 
of constructing and maintaining the sea defences and of defraying one 
quarter of the cost of so doing, the proprietors remaining liable for the 
other three quarters. The Ordinance in question (No. 9) carries this 
new arrangement into effect and makes provision for dividing the 
Colony into Sea Defence Districts and constitutes six commissioners. 
for each district, the Colonial Civil Engineer and five others selected 
by the proprietors of the land in the district, who are empowered to. 
deal with the sea defences of the district, the actual work of con- 
struction and maintenance being in the hands of the Public Works 
Department. Power is given to assess and recover from the proprietors 
their share of the cost of the work. A somewhat similar scheme was 
enacted in 1906 for a part of the Colony, but the new Ordinance ex- 
tends it to the whole Colony. 
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Pensions (No. 12).—This Ordinance makes an important amendment 
in the pension law of the Colony by providing that if any Government 
official who has retired on a pension accepts the post of director of a 
Company carrying on business in the Colony, without previously 
obtaining the permission of the Governor, he shall forfeit his 
pension. A retired Governor must obtain the permission of the 
Secretary of State. Power is given to restore the whole of the pension 
‘or a part on such terms as may be considered advisable. 


A further amendment was also made in the pension law (Ordinance 
11 of 1903) by No. 27, by providing that Government officials who 
come from another Colony may retire from the service of this Colony 
on pension although they may not have completed ten years’ service 
in the Colony (the minimum period qualifying for a pension in ordinary 
cases), provided that their total service in all the Colonies they have 
served in is not less than ten years. It further provides that leave 
of absence on half pay for not more than three months at any one time 
may be counted in full as service for pension purposes. Formerly, 
no leave of absence on half pay counted for pension. 


Disease of Animals (No. 14).—This Ordinance prevents the im- 
portation of animals suffering from disease or coming from a place 
where disease exists. 


Insolvency (No. 16).—This Ordinance amends the Insolvency 
Ordinance, 1900, by enacting several sections of part 1 of the Bank- 
tuptcy and Deeds of Arrangement Act, 1913 (3 and 4 Geo. V, Ch. 34), 
thus bringing the Bankruptcy law of the Colony as far as local cireum- 
stances permit into line with the law obtaining in England. 


Companies (No. 17).—This Ordinance practically reproduces the 
Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. VII, Ch. 69) with such 
variations as local circumstances require and thus brings the Company 
law of this Colony into conformity with the latest legislation on the 


subject in England. 


Sale of Goods (No. 26).—Until 1913 the sale of goods in this Colony 
was regulated by the provisions of the Roman-Dutch law, many of 
which, such as the doctrine of laesio enormis are inapplicable to the 
requirements of local commerce. The Roman-Dutch law also has no 
provision for many things which are necessary for the proper trans- 
action of business under modern conditions, such as the vendor’s 
lien, stoppages in transitu and caveat emptor. This Ordinance, therefore, 
abolishes the Roman-Dutch law as to the sale of goods, following the 
example of most other Colonies where Roman-Dutch law prevails, 
and substantially reproduces the Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (56 and 57 
Vict., Ch. 71) with a few variations rendered necessary by local cir- 
cumstances. Henceforth, therefore, the English law on this subject 
will be the law of British Guiana. 


Early Closing of Shops (No. 13).—This Ordinance repeals one passed 
in 1911 dealing with the same subject and provides that no shop shall 
be opened before 6 a.m. nor be left open after 4 p.m. or 6 p.m. or 8 p.m., 
according to a classification of shops which depends on the amount of 

. licence duty paid by the proprietor. 
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A half holiday is to be allowed on one day in each week, the day on 
which it is to be allowed being fixed by the Town Council after taking 
a ballot of the shop-keepers, but any shop-keeper is at liberty to give 
the half holiday on Saturday instead of the other day if he prefers. 
On the half holiday the shop closes at 1 p.m. This Ordinance only 
applies to the two towns in the Colony, Georgetown and New Amster- 
dam, shop-keepers in other places being left free to open and close when 
they like. This Ordinance follows to some extent the provisions of 
the Shops Act, 1911 (1 and 2 Geo. V., Ch. 54). 


Indian Hemp (No. 29).—This Ordinance forbids the importation 
of Indian hemp, which includes gange, bhang charas, and cannabis 
indica, to everyone except a licensed wholesale dealer, and restricts 
its sale to licensed retail dealers, and not more than four ounces can 
be sold to one person at a time or within seven days. 


Opium (No. 30).—This Ordinance was passed to give effect to the 
recommendations contained in the International Opium Convention 
signed at the Hague on the 23rd of January, 1912, and regulates the 
importation and sale of opium, morphine, cocaine, and similar drugs. 
It prohibits the importation and sale of prepared opium and requires 
all other opium, whether raw or medicinal, as well as morphine, cocaine, 
and similar drugs, to be deposited in bond on importation and only 
allows them to be withdrawn from bond on a written authority of the 
Surgeon General and only by registered medical practitioners, 
registered dentists, or registered chemists and druggists. 


Inscribed Stock (No. 31).—This Ordinance enables the Government 
to raise loans in England by debentures or inscribed stock. It con- 
solidates the provisions of two Ordinances passed for the same purpose 
in 1886 and 1897, which are repealed by this Ordinance. 


Of the remaining Ordinance, ten are Ordinances which amend other 
Ordinances or deal with the departmental arrangement of Government 
Departments. One (No. 20) extends the municipalarea of the City of 
Georgetown, the capital of the Colony, and another (No. 23) makes. 
provision for the carrying out of a contract between the Government 
and the Demerara Railway Company for an extension of the railway. 


The two private Ordinances incorporate respectively a missionary 
society (No. 18) and a society for the prevention of tuberculosis (No. 
24), giving them power to hold property and to use and be sued in the 
Courts. 





EDUCATION. 


75. .The Primary Education Code is based on the system of grants- 
in-aid for each child who passes in writing and arithmetic and sewing ; 
in all the other subjects, namely, geography, practical work in gardens, 
elementary hygiene, nature knowledge, singing, and drill, the pupils 
are examined by some of them being selected by the Inspector from 
one or more classes or standards. These grants vary between 10d. 
and 4s. 2d. per head; there is also an attendance grant of 12s. 6d. 
for every 30 children presented for examination. Nine-tenths of the 
total grant earned must be paid to the teachers and assistant teachers, 
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and those holding certificates are entitled, when in charge of a school, 
to pay at the rate of £50, £37 10s., or £20 per annum, accordingly as 
they hold a First, Second, or Third Class Certificate. The question 
of the training of teachers has proved to be of considerable difficulty, 
but there is every reason to hope that, in lieu of a local training college, 
the decision arrived at to send every year six students (three males 
and three females) selected by competitive examination from the 
pupil teachers to the Mico and Shortwood Training Colleges in Jamaica, 
respectively will prove to be entirely satisfactory. Two batches of 
students, having completed their two years’ course at these Colleges, 
have returned to the Colony, the first in April, 1913, and the second in 
January, 1914. With one exception, all of these students have been 
awarded certificates and are employed in aided schools. 


76. The expenditure in grants-in-aid during the year was £31,357, 
and this sum was distributed among 227 schools, with an average daily 
attendance of 3,072, the number on the books being 36,820. 


77. British Guiana is essentially an agricultural country, and the 
importance of sound agricultural training for its growth can hardly 
be over-estimated. There is a system of Model Gardens in the various 
districts of the Colony, under the direction and control of the Director 
of Science and Agriculture, and a good number of the Primary Schools 
have gardens attached to them. Something more is, however, wanted 
and the Combined Court have approved of the establishment of an 
Agricultural School in the Colony on the same lines and principles as 
those on which such schools have been established by the Imperial 
Department of Agriculture in Dominica, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent. 


78. Secondary education is provided for in the case of girls mainly 
by private enterprise. Boys are provided for at Queen’s College, 
which is maintained by Government, and at two or three private 
schools. The staff at Queen’s College is mainly recruited from 
graduates in honours of Oxford or Cambridge. The Science Depart- 
ment is in charge of the Director of Science and Agriculture, with an 
Assistant Demonstrator. 


79. There is a system of scholarships under which pupils from the 
primary schools can pass on the Secondary Schools ; these scholar- 
ships are open to both boys and girls. A Guiana Scholarship of the 
value of £600 and extending over three, four, or five years, is 
awarded every year on the result of an.examination by the Cambridge 


Syndicate. 


80. Georgetown is a centre for the Cambridge Local Examinations 
and those of the College of Preceptors. The matriculation and other 
ordinary degree examinations of the University of London may also 
be taken in the Colony. 


81. Out of 194 candidates examined from the Colony at the last. 
Cambridge Local Examination, 111 passed. 


82. The honours and distinctions gained were 30 and 23 respectively. 


22 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


INDUSTRIAL AND AGRICULTURAL ScHOOLS, 


83. The instruction and training of vagrant boys and youthful male 
offenders is provided for by the Government Industrial School Or- 
dinance, No. 8 of 1907. The Government Industrial School at 
Onderneeming, which is governed by the Ordinance, has accommodation 
for 160 boys. The number of inmates on the 31st March, 1914, was 
121, while the daily average during the year was 112°8. The net cost 
per head was £17 6s. 24d. 


84. The large majority of inmates are trained in agriculture, the 
institution being worked as a farm school and possessing 100 acres 
of land in cultivation with coffee, cacao, rubber, limes, nutmeg, and 
fruit trees. A small number of the boys are also trained as carpenters, 
tailors, and bakers. 


Government InsrrTutions. 


85. The hospitals and asylums of the Colony were maintained 
during the year in their usual efficient condition. The total expen- 
diture on the Medical Department, including the Bacteriological 
Department, Quarantine Services, vaccination, and medical ex- 
aminations under the Coroners Ordinance, was £73,153. Of this, 
£43,411 were for salaries, including the salaries of the dispensers 
attached to the various prisons, the Industrial School at Onderneeming, 
and the Alms House. : 


86. There are five public hospitals in the principal centres of popu- 
lation and the outlying districts are served by dispensary hospitals 
and dispensaries. The immigration law also requires the maintenance 
of hospitals on every plantation on which there are indentured East 
Indian labourers, and those institutions are available for the treatment 
of emergency and pauper. cases from the general community. 


87. There were 667 patients in the public hospitals at the beginning 
of the year and 13,283 were admitted during the year. The daily 
average was 603. There were 1,352 deaths. In addition to those 
admitted to hospital, out-door treatment was given to 46,345 persons. 


88. The daily average of inmates in the Lunatic Asylum was 724, 
Of this 439 were males and 285 females ; 65 were discharged cured and 
39 died. , a : 

"89. At the Leper Asylum there were 387 patients when the year 
began, 266 males and 121 females. During the year 105 were admitted. 


Poor Hovsr, 


90. ‘There is only one Poor House for the Colony and this is situated 
in Georgetown. The daily average number of inmates during the 
year was 775, against 860 in the previous year. £8,615 were expended 
in maintenance and there was in addition an out-lay of £5,951 on 
out-door relief. Included in this category were some 73 school 
children who were given a meal each daily. 
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Post Orrice Savincs Bank. 


91. There is only one Savings Bank under Government control, 
managed by the Post Office. 


92. The Post Office conducted savings bank business at 49 offices. 
The amount at credit of depositors on 3lst December, 1913, was 
£246,788 (inclusive of £449 due to depositors for unclaimed balances), 
or £16,273 more than in 1912. The number of accounts increased 
also from 27,184 by as much as 3,052 to 30,236. Against the amount 
due to depositors, investments to the value of £268,156 were held, the 
market value of which on 31st December, 1913, had depreciated, 
however, to the extent of £27,282. Of the total on deposit, East 
Indians (indentured and unindentured) were responsible for £123,522 ; 
Portuguese, £21,382; Chinese, £3,361; and others, £98,074. 


JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


’ 93. There were 4,142 persons committed to ‘prison during the year, 
being 483 less than in the previous year; of the total 3,560 were 
males and 582 females. For purpose of penal imprisonment 3,228 
persons were received into the prisons, as against 3,283 in 1912-1913. 
The daily average in prison was 45303, as compared with 451°93 in 
1912-1913. The total number in custody on 31st March, 1914, was 
489, as against 439 in the preceding year. 


94. There were four deaths among prisoners during the year ; 
10 were subject to corporal punishment, and there were no executions. 


95. The total expenditure for the prison administration was £12,329. 


CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


96. The cases reported to the police numbered 7,325, an increase 
of 340 cases over the number reported last year, when crime must 
have been at its minimum, as the number of cases reported this year 
is no less than 2,523 under the number reported in 1907-1908, 1,630 
less than for the year 1908-1909,.961 less than in the year 1909-1910, 
and 411 cases less than the number reported for the year 1910-1911. 


97. The principal heads of increase are :— 


Offences against the person. 
Vagrancy 

Minor offences. 

Town Council. 

Immigration. 


98. The number of cases of unlawful possession declined from 
373 in 1912-1913 to 239, a decrease of 134 cases. 
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. VITAL: Sra OUe. 


99. The birth and death- mathe appearing in this port is 
been calculated on the Registrar General’s estimate of the population 
of the Colony at.the 31st December, 1913, which was 304,149, or 
157,972 males and 146,177 females. 


100. There were 10,515 births registered during the ‘year, or-621 
more than in 1912, when there were 9,894 births registered, or an 
increase of 1,364 on the previous year’s figures ; consequently, there 
has been an appreciable increase in the birth-rate this year. 


101. The figures are 34°6 per 1,000 for 1913, 33°1 per 1,000 for 1912, 
28°8 per 1,000 for 1911. The mean rate for the previous five years 
was 29'2 per 1,000. 


102. The birth-rate per 1,000 of the estimated population of each 
of the several races representing the community is as fallows :— 











Mean rate 
for the 

Races. 1913 1912. 1911. previous 

five years 

(1908-12). 
oe ae anaes 10°6 10-7 10°7 12°1 

ortuguese wa ‘ : y 2 Z : 

Bortiauete oh te 35-8f21'5 98-4} 23°S | 95-gh21°6| gy-gh21-4 
East Indians «| 38-1 32°5 26°0 27°0 
Chinese Be +-| 30°1 29°7 32°5 31°8 
Aborigines .. «| 45°6 66°6 67°7 62°8 
Blacks bh «| 32°3 32°5 29°4 30°4 
Mixed Races oo] 8201 35°3 32°9 30°2 














103. Of the births registered 4,249, or 40°4 per cent., were legitimate 
and 6,266, or 59°6 per cent., illegitimate. 


104. The deaths registered were 7,370, or 1,357 less than in the 
previous year, when 8,727 deaths, or 658 less than in 1911, were reg- 
istered. The death-rate was 242 per 1,000 of the estimated popu- 
lation, which compares most favourably with 29°2, the death-rate 
in 1912,.and 31°7 in 1911. The mean rate for the previous five years 
was 31°2. 


105. Infantile Mortality —The number of deaths of children under 
one year of age has shown a slight increase this year, but the infantile 
death-rate shows an appreciable decrease in spite of this—due to the 
increase in the number of births. The figures are 1885, or 179 per 
1,000 births, as compared with 1,879, or 190 per 1,000 births, in 1912, 
and 1,865, or 229 per 1,000, in 1911. The mean rate for the previous 
five years was 212 per 1,000 births. 


106. The following table shows the proportions of the deaths of the 
children under 1 year of age of each race to every 1,000 births of 
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each such race for the year under review, and, for comparison, the 
corresponding figures for 1912 and 1911 :— 








Races. | 1913. | 1912. | 1911. 
Europeans othenthan Kortaguese _ 119 
Pivaguse 263}228 | 979}255 | 358 }238 
East Indians... a Be 176 158 205 
Chinese .. a Ge a 112 167 176 
Aborigines ie oa axe 163 178 119 
Blacks .. a oe are 191 227 248 
Mixed Races... te Ss 151 173 207 





Pustic Heatran. 


107. The birth rate per 1,000 persons living of the total population 
for 1913 is 346. The death rate per 1,000 persons living of the total 
population for 1913 is 24:2. The infantile mortality rate is 179 per 
1,000 births. 


The death rate for persons of white race during 1913 is 13:1 per 
1,000 living. 


108. The five principal causes of death throughout the Colony 
during the past five years are given by the Registrar General of Births 
and Deaths as follows :— 


Malarial and other fevers, 17°9 per cent. ; bronchitis and pneumonia, 
131 per cent.; bowel complaints (including dysentery, diarrhoea, 
and enteritis) 12°7 per cent.; kidney diseases, 7°8 per cent.; and 
phthisis and other forms of tuberculosis, 6°7 per cent. 


109. Enteric fever is a notifiable disease. During 1913, 438 cases 
were notified, with 106 deaths. : 


110. Anti-malaria and anti-mosquito measures are being generally 
and gradually enforced, with visible signs of success. The number 
of screened vats in the city of Georgetown has increased, as a result 
of the screening regulations being enforced. In 1906-1907, 33,748 
cases of malarial fever were treated in the sugar estates’ hospitals ; 
at the end of 1913-1914 the numbers have fallen to 7,447. Quinine 
has been for some years sold at all Post Offices to the general public 
at cost price. It is also distributed by the sugar estates free to their 
labourers. Prisoners, members of the Police Force, the inmates of 
the Industrial School at Onderneeming and the Orphan Asylum, and 
attendants at the public institutions are also supplied by the Colony 
with free quinine. 


111. Ankylostomiasis, which has engaged the attention of the 
Medical Department for several years, has considerably decreased 
on the sugar estates ; this is attributed to improved sanitary measures 
and the erection of latrines. 
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.. POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICE. 


112. The revenue collected by the Post Office was £33,659, as against 
£32,538 in the previous year. The number of articles posted is 
estiniated at 294,320 more than in 1912-1913. 272,816 more letters 
were dealt with, postcards were less by. 9,152, and printed matter 
30,576 more. 


113. The business‘ done in inland money orders show a slight 
increase. The orders dealt with numberes 74,641, of the value of 
£117,076, as against 69,364, of the value of £108,810, in the previous 
year. : : 


. 114. Foreign money orders were issued to. the value of. £23,669, 
while orders were cashed to the extent of £39,483. British postal 
orders were sold to the value of £9,638 and local orders £7,069. 


115. The inland and foreign parcels post services show an increase 
on the previous year, the parcels handled being 15,362 and 18,833, 
as against 14,570 and 16,461, respectively, in 1912-1913. 


116. The number of local telegrams received for transmission was 
9,545, against 69,490 in the previous year. 


OCEAN COMMUNICATION. 


117. A contract has been entered into between the Imperial Govern- 
ment and the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company for a fortnightly 
mail service with the West Indies. For the conveyance of mails by 
this service the Colony pays £3,000 per annum. ‘ 


118. Under a contract between British Guiana and certain of the 
West Indian Islands and the Royal Mail Company, a regular fort- 
- nightly connexion with the service referred to in the preceding para- 
graph is maintained. The Colony’s share of the subsidy for this service 
is £5,000 per annum. 


119. Mails are also received and despatched by boats of the Com- 
pagnie Générale Transatlantique, the Koninklikje West Indische Mail 
Dienst, the East Asiatic Company, the Quebec Steamship Company, 
Direct Line, London, Liverpool Line, and Dutch Fruit Boats, Dutch 
Government Boats, Sproston’s Surinam Service, the Trinidad Shipping 
and Trading Company, Limited, and Seeberg Line. 


MILITARY FORCES. 


120. The Police Force, which is recruited from the general popu- 
lation and officered by Europeans, the Militia, and the Volunteers 
were maintained at their normal strength during the year. The ex- 
penditure on the Militia and Volunteers was £4,102. 
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IMMIGRATION. _ 


121. The number of Hast Indian immigrants introduced during the 
year was 1,342 souls, equal to 1,260} adults, a decrease of 857 souls 
compared with the number in previous year. 


122. The Commissioners appointed in the previous year by the Indian 
Government to inspect and report on the condition of East Indian 
immigrants in this Colony completed their tour of inspection, and 
certain interim remarks submitted by them have received careful 
consideration pending receipt of their full report. 


123. The number who returned to India was 681 souls, equal to 
6403 adults. The savings remitted by them amounted to £6,094, 
and the estimated value of the jewellery they took with them was, 
£1,016. 


124. There were some 13,895 cattle owned by Hast Indians on 
estates, besides 4,128 sheep and goats. The value of the real pro- 
perty which passed into their hands was £12,695. The property 
acquired by Chinese immigrants during same period was £4,680. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


125. Excluding a sum of £48,812 representing extraordinary 
expenditure on loan works temporarily charged against the accumu- 
lated surplus balances of the Colony pending the raising of an 
authorized loan, the public accounts for the year of report closed with 
a surplus of revenue over expenditure of £16,101. 


126. The year under review was not a prosperous one for our staple 
agricultural product, sugar. The effects of the disastrous drought 
of 1912 adversely affected the mid-year canes of 1913, and as a result 
the crop, although in excess of that for the previous year, was the 
smallest for many years back. The heavy fall in the price of sugar 
in the latter months of the year also rendered the output less profitable 
to the sugar estate owners. 


The failure of the New Colonial Company, Limited, a corporation 
which in the past has controlled a large number of the Colony’s sugar 
estates, caused grave apprehensions that the estates owned by them 
might go out of cultivation. Happily, however, all of the estates 
have since found purchasers and are being continued in cultivation 
by the new owners with, it is reported, satisfactory results. There 
was much to criticise in the management of this Company and its 
business in British Guiana was only a small part of the whole. 


127. While the output of balata for the year of report was a record 
one, there was an unprecedented depreciation in the value of this 
produce, which endered the increased returns by no means remunera- 
tive to the companies engaged in the industry. 


128. The year for the rice industry was a prosperous one, the 
production for the twelve months under report having nearly trebled 
that of the previous year. 
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129. Both the gold and diamond industries showed considerable 
increased activity. The outputs were the largest for a good many 
years past and amounted to an increase of over 50 per cent. in gold 
and over 150 per cent. in diamonds above the previous year. 


130. Perhaps the most important event of the year was the visit 
undertaken by His Excellency Sir Walter Egerton, accompanied by 
Mr. E. M. Bland, Chief Construction Engineer of Southern Nigeria, 
to the Brazilian frontier in connexion with the proposal to construct 
a main line of railway to the southern Savannah country of the 
Colony.. Both were favourably impressed with the possibilities of 
the hinterland, provided transport facilities can be secured, and as a 
result of their joint tour the Governor has placed a concrete scheme 
before the Secretary of State for the Colonies for a trunk line of railway 
extending from Georgetown to a point near the juncture of the Ireng 
and Takutu rivers on the Brazilian border. The route selected has 
been chosen with a view to the possibility of later linking up the line 
with Manaos, the collecting and distributing centre of the whole of 
the immense Amazon River system above the junction of that river 
with the Rio Negro, and thus forming a transcontinental railway 
running through the Colony and with its seaboard terminus at George- 
town. Application has been made for a loan from the Imperial 
Government to meet the cost of construction of the railway and for 
colonization and development schemes in connexion with it. At the 
close of the year the decision of the Secretary of State in the matter 
was being eagerly awaited. The outbreak of the war has since in- 
definitely postponed consideration of this project. 


131. Advantage was taken of Mr. Bland’s visit to the Colony to 
get him to report on the long proposed Corentyne Railway from 
New Amsterdam to the mouth of the Corentyne river, at Springlands. 
Tt has been decided in this connexion that a railway might with 
advantage await further enquiry on the subject of drainage and irriga- 
tion schemes for the district ; and that for the present the hinterland 
- railway is of paramount importance, and that the Colony’s efforts 
should be concentrated on securing a main line to the Savannah 
country. 


132. The work of extending the West Coast Railway from Greenwich 
Park to Parika, the proposed terminus for the Government steamers 
which will serve the Hssequebo river and coast, had made good 
progress at the close of the year. 


133. Satisfactory progress was also reported at the end of the year 
on the building of the six Government steamers. 


134. Among the most important events of the year was the finding 
of ample supplies of exceptionally pure artesian water in Georgetown. 
The water is reported by the Director of Science and Agriculture 
to be of exceptional purity for drinking and domestic purposes, and 
its alkaline nature renders it much more suitable for irrigation than 
the “ hard” water usually obtained from artesian bores. The sinking 
of another well, on land adjoining the Ferry Steamer Quay, has been 
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started. With a view to‘confirming the probable existence of similar 
underground supplies along the whole coast line, it has been decided 
to purchase a new rotary plant, which, it is expected, will enable wells 
to be sunk in a fraction of the time taken with the machinery at 
present in use. 


135. A new road connecting the Pomeroon river with the coast 
was at the close of the year reported to be making rapid strides towards 
completion. In view of the facilities for transport that it offers, 
land which had been lying idle in the vicinity for years past was being 
eagerly taken up, and there is every reason to believe that no small 
amount of further capital will be invested in the district. 


The work of re-opening the old roads on the east bank of the 
Demerara river and the east bank of the Berbice river, respectively, 
was being slowly pushed forward. 


136. The officer selected for the newly created office of Irrigation 
Engineer arrived in the Colony in October, 1913. Since his arrival 
he has been busily engaged in the preparation of irrigation and draining 
schemes for different sections of the coast lands, and, as a result of 
his labours, several important schemes, principally in connexion with 
the Corentyne coast, have been formulated and are now under con- 
sideration. Great difficulty is, however, being experienced in getting 
the small proprietors concerned to co-operate in bearing the cost of 
the schemes designed for their mutual benefit. 


137. One of the most important measures introduced during the 
year was the new Sea Defence Ordinance, under which the Director 
of Public Works has been responsible for the maintenance of the whole 
of the sea defences of the Colony, and the general revenue is called 
upon to provide 25 per cent. of the cost of all sea defence work. 
Under the Ordinance the coast line of the Colony is divided into nine 
districts. As the Ordinance is applied to each district the whole of 
the sea defences of that district will become Colony land. Provision 
is made for the election of a body of Commissioners representing the 
villages and estates in the district over which the Director of Public 
Works presides. 


138. The Canada-West Indies Reciprocity Agreement became 
operative from the 2nd June. There are already indications that 
it will prove a stimulus to the exchange of products between Canada 
and the West Indies. 


139. A fortnightly steamship service for the purpose of conveying 
passengers and cargo between Canada and the Colonies which are 
parties to the Reciprocity Agreement was arranged for by the Govern- 
ment of Canada, and subsidized by them for a period of five years. 


140. The vital statistics for the year show a further increased 
improvement in the public health over the average for the last few 
vears. There are evidences that the strenuous efforts being made by 
the Medical Department, assisted by estates managers’ to stamp out 
malarial fever and ankylostomiasis, and to improve sanitary con- 
ditions, are having the desired effect. On all sugar estates the 
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birth rate has largely exceeded the death rate, and it is giatifying | to 
record that the birth rate for the whole Colony continues to rise 
steadily while the death rate falls still lower. 


141. The year will be memorable for the occurrence in Geceme 
town of the most disastrous fire that has taken place for half a century, 
which, accompanied by a terrible loss of life, destroyed one of the most 
congested of the business portions of the town, including valuable 
riverside warehouses and wharves, and no less than 8,000 tons of 
sugar, alone worth close on $500,000. 


Gzo. D. Bayiry, 


Assistant Government Secretary. 
15th December, 1914. : 


COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 





The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obti ined from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 


Colony, &c. 





Gibraltar .. 

St. Helena 

Turks and Caicos Islands 
Seychelles. . 

Ceylon 

Bermuda .. 

Weihaiwei.. 

Gambia .. 

Gold Coast 

Northern Territories, Gold Coast 
Sierra Leone R fe 
Bahamas .. 

Cayman Islands oi amaica) 

Fiji 

Ashanti 

Basutoland 

Hong Kong 

Bechuanaland Protectorate 
Imperial Institute 

Falkland Islands 

Malta -. 

Trinidad and Tobago 

Jamaica 

Northern Nigeria. 

Grenada 2 

Zanzibar .. 

Barbados . a 

Southern Nigeria. . 

Mauritius . 5 

British Honduras. 

Colonial Survey Committee 
Tonga Protectorate 

Swaziland. . 

Uganda .. an we ate 
Nyasaland. . os aye Sa 


1913-1914 
1912-1913 
1913 


1913-1914 
1913 
1913-1914 
1913 


1913-1914 


” 
” 
1913 


1913-1914 
1913 


” 


1913-1914 


1913-1914 


” 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Colony, &c. 





Weihaiwei. . f 
Northern Nigeria. , 


Nyasaland 
Southern Nigeria. . 
imperial Institute 
Southern Nigeria. . 
West Indies 


Southern Nigeria 
Southern Nigeria 
Ceylon... ‘ 
Imperial Institute 
Southern Nigeria 


Subject. 





.. Census, 1911. 
. Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 


1908-9. 


.. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
.. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
.. Rubber and Gutta-percha. 
.. Mineral Survey, 1910 

. Preservation of Ancient 


Monuments, &c. 


.. Mineral Survey, 1911. 
.. Mineral Survey, 1912. 
.. Mineral Survey. 
.. Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 

. Mineral Survey, 1913. 


LIBRARY 
MAR25 1915 








LONDON: -- 
PRINTED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF HIS MAJESTY’S 
STATIONERY OFFICE 
By BARCLAY anp FRY, Lrp., Sourawark Srreet, §.E. 


1915. 


UV 


33 
an COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


Ag 








No. 835. 


ST. VINCENT. 


REPORT FOR 1913-14, 


(Fer Report for 1912-13 see No. 795.) 








Presented to both houses of Parliament by Command of bis Majesty. 
March, 1915. 











LONDON: 
PRINTED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF HIS MAJESTY’S 
STATIONERY OFFICE 
By BARCLAY anp FRY, Lrp., Tar Grove, SoutHwstr STREET, S.E. 





To be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 
WYMAN anv SONS, Limite, 29, BrEAMS BUILDINGS, Ferrer Langs, E.C., 
and 28, ABINGDON STREET, S.W., and 54, St. Mary STREET, CaRDIFF; or 
H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE (Scottish Brancg), 

23, ForTH STREET, EDINBURGH; or 
E. PONSONBY, Limirep, 116, Grarron STREET, DUBLIN; 
or from the Agencies in the British Colonies and Dependencies, 
the United States of America, the Continent of Europe and Abroad of 


T. FISHER UNWIN, Lonpon, W.C. 
1915. ore ae 





[Cd. 7622-26] Price 2d. 


CONTENTS. 


PAGE. 
I.— FINANCIAL oa oo ae a ae bes al ea 
II.—TrRapk, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES iA er: eas 9 
III.—LEGIsLaTION .. ee ies an eis ss .. 19 
IV.—Epvcation o Be a a ~ 9 

, 

‘V.—GoveRNMENT INSTITUTIONS .. ah rb +. 20 
VI.—Jupiciar .. 23 
VII.—Virat SratistiIcs 24 
VIII.—Postat, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICES .. «. 26 
26 


IX.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS we ot oe 


Exchsnne 





Library 
University of Minnesota , 
DEC 15 1937 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 3 
No. 835. 
ST. VINCENT. 
(For Report for 1912-13 see No. 795.) 
Tur ADMINISTRATOR TO THE GOVERNOR. 
Government House. 
St. Vincent, 
31st December, 1914. 
Sir, 


I nave the honour to forward to Your Excellency, for transmission 
to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, my 
Annual Report on the Blue Book for the financial year 1913-1914. 


2. I regret the delay that has occurred in forwarding this Report 
this year, but the reason is that I only returned from leave of absence 
on the 4th November. 


I have, &c., 
GipEon Murray, 
Administrator. 
His Excellency 
G. B. Haddon-Smith, C.M.G., 
&e., &e., &e., 
Grenada. 
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REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK OF ST. VINCENT FOR 
THE YEAR 1913-14. 


I— FINANCIAL. 
GENERAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


The following comparative statements and tables give the heads of 
Revenue and Expenditure and the amounts received under those 
heads for the years 1912-13 and 1913-14, as well as the total Revenue 
and Expenditure for each of the last five years 1909-10 to 1913-14 :— 


(TaBLE 1.) 
Comparative Yearly Statement of the Revenue. 


Amount Amount 
collected collected 


Heads of Revenue. 1912-13. 1913-14. 
£ £ 
1. Customs : 
Import ats ey .. 17,268 15,219 
Export .. 1,048 1,097 
2. Port and Harbour Dues : 
Tonnage wi : ms 609 650 
Port 109 93 
3. Licences, "Excise, and “Internal 
Revenue : 
Licences—Liquor .. 36 596 612 
33 Other .. - 1,313 1,373 
Excise. . .. 8,453 3,661 
Land and House Tax Be 3,023 3,030 
Income Tax .. - 691 718 
Other Internal Revenue oe 953 1,068 


4. Fees of Court or Office, Pay- 
ments for Specific Services, 
and Reimbursements in aid 1,576 1,630 


5. Post Office 3s ny ae 4,037 2,676 
6. Telephones ss 625 671 
7. Rent of Government Property... 38 75 
8. Interest and Refunds of Loans. . 1,548 1,030 
9. Miscellaneous Receipts. . fe 68 92 
10. Sales and Leases of Crown Lands 724 628 








Total Local Revenue £37,674 £34,323 
11. Parliamentary Grant : 
In aid of Agricultural Depart- 
ment 414 _ 
Redemption of Public Works. 
Loan .. : _ 50 








Total General Revenue .. £38,088 £34,373 








The principal decreases are to be found under Head 1, Import Duties, 
The former was due chiefly ‘to the abolition 
from the 1st April, 1913, of the additional one-tenth import duty 


and Head 5, Post Office. 
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which has been levied from year to year for the past 16 years. 


latter decrease is to be accounted for by the smaller sale of stamps 
to stamp collectors, who in 1912-13 eagerly bought up quantities of 


the new George V. issue. There were no increases of any appreciable 


nature. 


(TaBLE 2.) 


Comparative Yearly Statement of Expenditure. 


Heads of Expenditure according 


a 


OOWAD TP wr 


to the classification employed 
in the Estimates 


. Charge on Account of Public 


Debt .. 


. Pensions .. 


The Governor 
Government Office 


. Treasury and Customs .. 


Audit Department we os 


. Legal Departments .. ‘ 

. Local Forces... oe 
. Police, Prisons, Port, & Excise 
. Medical Department ae 
. Hospitals and Asylums. . ee 
. Poor Relief we es on 
. Education a 

- Post Office . 

. Telephone Deparenent.; 

. Miscellaneous 5 
. Crown Lands and Survey De- 


partment 


. Public Works Department 


44 rr Recurrent . 
a Extraordinary 


: Aprioultarel Department 
. Southern Grenadines District .. 
. Government Cotton Ginnery .. 


Total Local Expenditure .. 


. (a) Agricultural Department 


(from Imperial Funds) 
Total General Expenditure 


Expendi- Expendi- 


ture. 


1912-13, 





33,580 


413 





£33, 993 





ture. 


1913-14. 





38,127 


46 





£38,173 
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(TaBLE 3.) 


Total Revenue and Expenditure for Five Years, 1909-10 to 1913-14. 





Revenue. Expenditure. 
Year. as x 








£ 
1909-10 | Local .. -+ 27,855 Local .. +. 30,732 
Imperial Grant 585 | 28,440; Imperial Grant 598 | 31,330 








1910-11] Local .. «. 29,540 Local .. «. 29,759 
Imperial Grant 585 | 30,125) Imperial Grant 584 | 30,343 


1911-12} Local .. «. 34,267 Local .. .. 33,116 
Imperial Grant 585 | 34,852) Imperial Grant 619 | 33,735 














1912-13 | Local .. +. 37,674 Local .. «+ 33,579 
Imperial Grant 414 | 38,088} Imperial Grant 414 | 33,993 








1913-14 | Local .. +. 34,373 Local .. ~. 38,127 
Imperial Grant — | 34,373) Imperial Grant 46 | 38,173 

















As will be observed, the financial operations of the year under 
review have not been so successful as in 1912-13. Apart from the 
point mentioned above as to the abolition of the one-tenth additional 
duty, this may in the main be attributed to an unseasonable summer of 
heavy rains that seriously affected the cotton crop, so reacting upon 
the purchasing power of the people and causing merchants to be more 
cautious in their importations. It is of interest here to note that, 
whilst the difference between the local revenue collected in 1912-13 
and that collected in 1913-14 is £3,401, the differences under the two 
heads, Customs and Post Office, for the same period is £3,400, 
proving that the deficit, as compared with last year’s revenue, is chiefly 
to be found under those two heads, other sources of revenue being more 
or less stationary. It is important, moreover, to observe that £5,113, 
or £2,697 more than in 1912-13, was spent out of current revenue on 
Public Works Extraordinary. Consequently, though a deficit is shewn 
as a result on the year’s operations, it has been utilized in a profitable 
manner and will afford permanent value. 





Assets AND LiaBILITIES. 


The excess of assets on the 3lst March, 1913, was £11,869. On the 
31st March, 1914, the account showed an excess of £8,115. 

In addition to the surplus of £8,115, the sum of £25,000, the un- 
expended remainder of a fund contributed by’ private subscription 
at the time of the eruption of the Soufriére volcano in 1902-3, is in- 
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vested in trust securities and held as a reserve or insurance fund against 
any possible future disaster which may result from the violence of the 


elements. 


There are also other funds of lesser importance showing assets to 
the Colony, some of which are extinguishable by time, while others, 
like the Graham Bequest Fund, the Alexander Fund, and the Thomp- 
son Home Fund, are used only in respect of the interest they bear. 


Pustic Dest. 


During the year under review the last Debenture of £50 was 
redeemed, thus closing the outstanding municipal loan for the town of 
Georgetown, for the redemption of which the Colony’s revenue was 
liable in case of default. The balance due by planters to the Imperial 
Treasury for the Hurricane Loan amounted to £8,038 10s. 0d. The 
Colony is responsible for this sum in case of default; towards its 
redemption a sum of £3,120 0s. 7d. was in hand, of which £2,847 10s. 7d. 
was invested at short call. . 


Under the authority of “The Public Works Loan Ordinance, 

, 1913,” a sum of £1,000 was raised locally by the issue of twenty 
Debentures of £50 each, bearing interest at the rate of four per cent. 
per annum. This loan is redeemable at the rate of £100 per annum, 
commencing after the expiration of ten years from the date of its 


issue. 
CURRENCY. 


Gold, British, and American notes of the Colonial Bank and British 
silver and copper constitute the currency of the Island. 


The Government accounts are kept in sterling, and commercial 
accounts in dollars and cents. 


Finances aNp MuNICcIPALITIES. 


The management of the affairs of Kingstown is vested in a Board, 
one-half of the members of which are elected by the ratepayers, and 
the other half nominated by the Government. 


The Chairman of the Board is annually elected by the members 
forming that body, but cannot in any circumstances be elected ‘for 


more than two years in succession. 


The small towns of the Colony, of which there are six, are controlled 
by wardens appointed annually by the Government. 
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The following comparative statements give the total revenue and 
expenditure of these towns during the last five years :— 






































Revenue. 
Town. 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913 
£ £ £ £ £ 
Kingstown oe oe 1,736 1,711 1,756 1,790 2,196 
Georgetown .. at 143 142 158 159 167 
Chateaubelair .. ne 33 35 33 34 40 
Calliaqua ele -_ 32 35 39 47 48 
Barrouallie ae ae 37 41 251 47 56 
Layou .. oes ois 26 21 23 22 329 
Bequia .. se Ne 9 10 ll 12 12 
Expenditure. 
Town. 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913 
£ £ £ £ £ 
Kingstown -. hae 1,778 1,813 1,697 1,907 2,061 
Georgetown .. af 126 151 153 193 163 
Chateaubelair .. ery 21 31 40 20 28 
Calliaqua . o 27 25 30 64 42 
Barrouallie oe oe 20 27 257 49 49 
Layou .. Pe ae 17 13 25 39 309 
Bequia .. as ate 17 1 7 6 9 
Debis of Towns. 
The debts of the towns at the 3st December, 1913, were as follows : 
£ £ 
Kingstown Water Supply... : .. 300 
“Loan for repair of Rose Place ® Drain, ge 
town ae . 151 451 
Georgetown Water Supply .. of a 50 
Barrouallie Water Supply .. x Pe 176 
Layou Water Works .. a a4 ey 200 
§877 


Provision for repayment of these loans is made by rates levied 
annually on the townspeople, and the debts are secured on the general 
revenue of the Colony. 





ST. VINCENT, 1913-14. 9 
II—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 

















Imports.* 
Value 
CuIEF ARTICLES. \ 
| 1912 1913 
‘Class I.— £ £ 
Beef and Pork, salted .. aye a os 2,647 2,565 
Biscuits .. A iba oe be 5,042 4,192 
Butter .. 35 a6 ae ey ey 2,151 2,132 
Coffee .. af oe aha oe 517 694 
Fish, salted, &e.. fs an es ate 6,006 5,354 
Fish, pickled... ar oe fe ay 1,376 1,086 
Flour, wheaten .. os ate as sia 15,932 15,344 
Flour, other kinds we ite He es 1,294 — 
Cornmeal. . we a . a 845 
Hams and Bacon Hams ; ne ‘ses | 485 458 
Medicinal extracts and preparations ise a 1,497 —_ 
Oats as an ‘oe 699 738 
Oil, olive .. Ay Ss we 7 a 694 . 594 
Rice see ee a ws axe 4,696 4,049 
Spirits .. ae a a 1,266 1,949 
Sugar, refined and unrefined ane ae Ae 2,329 2,887 
Wine ae a oa ws 875 633 
Tobacco, Cigars, “&e. ns aie aus sen | Mgb2E 1,395 
Vegetables, fresh Re ate ate oe — 551 
‘Class II.— 
Oil, cotton seed .. ot es A te 494 675 
Oil, kerosene ay a ae aS nit 1,946 2,258 
Timber and Shingles .. a sts oe 7,594 —_— 
Shooks, Staves, &c. ae : ts 1,341 = 
Wood and Timber, unmanutactured .. me: —_ 10,393 
Class III.— 
Textile manufactures, oubee shan rope, sondage, 
and canvas .. ae 25,000 — 
Apparel .. BY an oe Br _ 2,224 
Cotton manufactures Si aa ae Be —_— 15,767 
Rope, cordage and canvas . 788 _ 
Cordage and twine oe a —_ 1,086 
Earthen and glassware . a ey iz 1,015 — 
Chinaware . ot ee ae ie — 537 
Glass and glassware we a ee nis — 906 
Hardware a aes 3 me ae 2,191 3,592 
Machinery Wie os 3. ets 1,195 1,699 
Musical Instruments .. Ns “ ae 307 568 
Paints .. 7 Be NS ate os 470 537 
Boots and Shoes aay Pe ay a, 2,052 2,377 
‘Cement .. ¢ ts ae ae re 1,693 2,217 
Soap S om ai 1,904 1,829 
Cattle and other animal foods” an oe — 729 
Haberdashery .. Ee as Beh _ 1,548 
Hats and bonnets ae es ae — 1,049 
Medicines and drugs... ae es — 1,028 
Tron and steel, manufactures of ae ice —_— 3,506 
Paper, manufactures of _ 1,127 
Wood and Timber, manufactured a a _— 1,274 
Wool manufactures ex Pct Ae . _ 931 





*Nore.—Owing to changes in classification and nomenclature in the 
1913 returns it is not possible to show comparisons in the case of every item. 
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In the course of his Annual Report the Collector of Customs reports 
as follows :— 


“ Imports.” 


. “The total value of the imports for the calendar year amounted 
to £122,886, as compared with £129,142 for the previous year. The 
countries from which they were imported are given below with figures 
for the previous year for comparison :— 


1912. 1913. 
£ £ 
United Kingdom... oF .. 54,895 49,447 
Canada .. apes gs .. 23,726 21,759 
. British West Indies .. .. 7a. 10,795 11,319 
India... iat Hn an OE 28h 3,469 
Newfoundland . Bah ayiiged ren 3,301 5,862 
Ceylon a ved 119 243 
Other British Gace es id 3 170 
United States of America... .. 25,459 22,903 
France .. : eS .. 2,298 2,585 
Denmark Pera § fs ee 1,810 ~ 2,173 
Germany eee Peace ooh 2 878 875 
Holland . ae me is 507 552 
Foreign West Indies |. ay a 362 435 
Other Countries di a ae 752 1,094 


£129,142 £122,886 





“The decrease in imports from the United Kingdom is largely due 
to the fact that hitherto the face value of Colonial Bank notes was 
shown under Class 5, Bullion and Specie, and this year it has been 
excluded as not properly coming under this or any other class. With 
reference to the apparent -drop in imports from Canada and the increase 
from Newfoundland, it has been ascertained from the certificates of 
origin produced (as required by the existing regulations) that the 
greater part of the salted fish was hitherto reported as having come 
from the former instead.of the latter place. 


“ The imports ‘are summarised as follows :— 


1912. 1913. 
£ 
Class 1. Food, Drink, and.Tobacco .. 56,668 50,205 
» 2. Raw Materials and Articles 
mainly manufactured .. 18,824 14,746 
», 8. Articles wholly or mainly manu- 
factured 3 .. 55,694 53,361 
>, 4. Miscellaneous and unclassified 724 4,554 
», 5. Bullion and Specie .. oA 2,232 20 


£129,142 £122,886 - 
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il 


Exports. 
“The value of exports amounted to £115,200, being in excess of 
the previous year’s by a sum of £3,516 and less than the imports by 
£7,686. The following is a summary :— 


Exported to :— 


United Kingdom 
Canada os ss 
British West Indies 


United States of America .. 


France B 
Other Countries 


Island Exports other than 
Produce. Island produce. 
£ £ 


83,897 
1,118 
20,704 
2,179 
322 
130 


302 
4 
6,544 





£108,350 £6,850 





“The exports of island produce, with declared values, are given 
below with figures for 1912 for comparison :— 


Quantity. 


1913. 
Quantity. Value. 
£ 


1912, 
Value. 


£ 
.. 8,948,681 lbs. 48,854 4,327,036 lbs. 53,607 


Arrowroot .. 

Cassava Starch 177,820 ,, 1,287 =. 227,206 ,, ~—-:1,597 
Cotton—Sea Island 405,128 ,, 32,073 426,238 ,, 33,744 
Marie Galante 46,822 ,, 1,951 58,737 ,, 2,447 
Cocoa aXe .. 224,535 ,, 4,366 313,687 ,, 4,265 

Sugar—Crystallised 87,411 ,, 615 _ — 
Museovado . 311,008 ,, 2,032 pate 2 
Syrup 6,929 galls. 349  _— 3,252 galls. 171 

Molasses te 11,844 ,, 503 — _ 
Cotton Seed .. 1,285,200 Ibs. 3,363 1,173,682 Ibs. 3,055 
Pea Nuts .. : 3,638 bush. 955 6,181 bush. 1,624 
Pease, Dried p13 ae 581 2,894 ,, 808 
Firewood .. 855 cords 419 833 cords 405 
Whale Oil .. 5,394 galls. 340 4,316 galls. 217 
Hides _ 416 — 404 
Logwood Ry 45tons 135 82tons 215 
Wool, Raw os 1,080 Ibs. 54 923 Ibs. 46 
Spices—Nutmegs .. 3,942 ,, 74 6,474 ,, 95 
Other 1,140 ,, 21 4,822 86 
Corn 240 bush. 48 745 bush. 123 
Honey 106 galls. 15 312 galls. 42 
Animals — 3,586 _ 3,294' 
Lime Juice 691 ,, 35 365, 18 
Coffee 298 lbs. 5 — _ 
Fruit, Fresh — 49 — 52 
Turtle Shell 106 ,, 85 404 Ibs. 380 
Rum og? ms _ —_ 1,081 galls. 130 
_. Various, unspecified _— 1,416 _ 1,523 
£103,627 £108,350 
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“The value of the exports to Canada was £1,118, as compared with 
a value of £3,005 for the previous year. The decrease is due to the 
fact that no sugar nor molasses was shipped during 1913, as a result 
of the abandonment of the sugar industry for that of cotton and minor 
products. It is pleasing to report that the arrowroot exported during 
the year to Canada amounted to 83,968 Ibs., as against 44,133 Ibs. 
for the previous year. The establishment of a permanent market for 
this product there is looked for and would mean a great deal to the 
Colony.” 


The total trade, therefore, of the Colony for the year was £238,087, 
as compared with £240,826 for 1912. 


The total imports and exports for five years 1909 to 1913 were :— 


Year. Imports. Exports. 
£ £ 
1909 Me. nh Dake 87,810 88,698 
1910 ite ed beaks: 97,737 101,180 
1911 to ae ws ~~ «210,996 118,625 
1912 Me at eee 2199149 111,684 
1913 ie eek eel Tel 221886, 115,201 


The volume and direction of the Colony’s trade in the five years 
1909 to 1913 are given below :— 


Imports. 





— 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913 











£ £ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom «. | 80,232 | 43,254 | 50,834 | 54,895 | 49,548 
British Colonies . «. | 48,027 | 31,688 | 33,530 | 42,180 | 42,822 
Foreign Countries .. | 14,551 | 22,794 | 26,562 | 32,067 | 30,516 
Total a .. {| 87,810 | 97,736 (110,926 |129,142 122,886 
Exports. - 





— 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913 





£ £ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom .. | 46,328 | 63,981 | 73,378 | 76,874 | 84,199 
British Colonies -. | 40,386 | 35,306 | 42,166 | 31,469 | 28,371 


Foreign Countrie? oi 1,984 1,893 3,081 3,341 2,631 








Total oe +. | 88,698 |101,180 |118,625 |111,684 |115,201 
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MANUFACTURES AND FISHERIES. 


The Central Cotton Ginnery was established by the Government 
in the year 1903-4. This ginnery has been of great assistance in the 
development of the cotton industry. It is extremely improbable that 
the industry would, without it, have reached its present successful 
state. The charge is 1d. per lb. for ginning and baling. 

There are three private ginneries in the Colony, the largest of which 
is situated in Kingstown, and is fitted up with five gins. 

The co-operative cotton-buying scheme for peasants at the 
Government factory, described in the 1910-11 Report, continues to 
prosper. During the cotton season just closed, 1913-14, £4,667 16s. 4d. 
worth of cotton was bought at the Government ginnery from small 
growers. 

About 45 tons of cotton seed of the 1913-14 crop were crushed by 
the disintegrator at the Government ginnery for manurial purposes. 

The price of lint during the year was for some special bales as high 
as 40d. perlb. The average sale price was, however, from 17d. to 20d. for 
Sea Island cotton, while Marie Galante sold from 6d. to 10d. per Ib. 

The export of whale oil was £340 in 1912-13 and £217 during the 
year under review. This, as was remarked in last year’s report, is a 
dying industry, owing to the reduction in the number of whales 
visiting these waters. Numerous species of sponges are to be found 
in the Grenadines, some of which are said to be of commercial value, 
but unfortunately it has not yet been found feasible to investigate 
the possibility of the establishment of a sponging industry. 

The turtling industry showed an export value of £380, as against 
£85 in 1912-13, £302 in 1911-12, and £176 in 1910-11. 


AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES AND AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT. 


Very heavy rains right up to the end of the year interfered with 
the effectual ripening of the Sea Island cotton crop and seriously 
affected the reapings. The Marie Galante cotton crop was, however, 
better than usual. This class of cotton is grown only in the southern 
Grenadines Islands and is of inconsiderable value. 

The following comparative table indicating the quantity and value 
of cotton grown during the past three seasons will be of interest :— 





| 1911-12. 1912-13. | 1913-14, 





Quantity. | Value. 





Product. | Quantity Value} Quantity. | Value. 





z £ £ 
Sea Island | 

cotton .. 487,116 lb. [38,563 |/428,032 Ib. |33,886 399,187 lb. |31,626 
Marie 


| 
Galante | | 
cotton. | 46,822 Ib. | 1,951) 58,737 1b. | 2,080! 58,737 Ib. | 2,447 
Cotton seed | 700 tons} 3,500 640 tons, 3,200} 524 tons! 3,054 


Hl { 


— 44,014 — 39,166} — _— |37,127 
| 
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The average price of St. Vincent Sea Island cotton in 1911-12, 
1912-13, and 1913-14 crops was taken at 19d. per lb. The Marie 
Galante was estimated at 10d. per Ib. in 1911-12, 83d. in 1912-13, 
and 10d. in 1913-14. Cotton seed was placed at an all round value 
of £5 10s. Od. per ton. 


The acreage returned as under cultivation was 3,768 acres of Sea 
Island cotton and 1,238 acres Marie Galante. The total acreage 
was smaller by 438 acres than that of the previous season. This was 
due to a smaller planting of Sea Island cotton, 576 acres, as a result of 
the poor yield of the previous season. The Marie Galante area 
was, however, increased by 138 acres. 


The table given below shows the acreage planted in Sea Island cotton 
‘each of the past eight seasons; the yield of lint and the yield per 
cre. 














A . Yield of lint 
Acreage Weight of lint . 

Crop. planted. in pounds. P poinda” 
1906-7 oe 1,533 268,275 175 
1907-8 is 3,200 432,000 135 
1908-9 as 3,000 372,000 124 
1909-10... 2,528 356,139 141 
1910-11. 3,587 561,526 156 
1911-12 ie 5,068 487,116 96 
1912-13... 4,344 428,032 98 
1913-14... 3,768 399,187 106 

Average for eight years, 134 





The returns for Marie Galante cotton showed that 1,238 acres 
were under cultivation last crop. 


The following are the Marie Galante crop totals for the 1912-13 
and 1913-14 crop seasons. This cotton is grown only in the Grenadine 
Islands south of St. Vincent. 











Area Total Yield per Estimated 
Crop. | planted. Yield. | acre, value. 
= Acres. Lbs. Lbs. £ 
1912-13 te 1,100 58,737 53 2,080 


1913-14 oS 1,238 58,737 47 2,447 
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The following figures are also interesting and instructive :— 


Table showing the Quantity and Value of Cotton exported during 














the period from 1903-4 to 1913. Pat 

Sea Island Cotton. All Cotton. 

Year. = 
‘ Estimated ei Estimated 
Weight. value. Weight. value. 

Lbs. | £ i Lbs. £ 
1903-4 te Not known —_ 43,392 794 
1904-5 Ss 77,814 | 3,890 126,178 4,494 
1905-6 ce pl 121,174 | 6,059 138,150 7,674 
1906-7 oo 225,632 16,922 263,036 | 18,169 
1907-8 cere 388,833 29,162 427,819 | 30,787 
1908 .. a 387,178 28,426 | 420,830 30,048° 
1909 .. ne 330,936 20,684 | 350,186 21,325 
1910 .. oe 493,494 37,238 521,956 38,409 
TOU. an 511,947 | 40,529 538,114 41,619 
1912... ae 405,128 46,822 451,950 34,024 
1913 .. of 426,238 + 33,744 484,975 36,191 











Owing to its suitability as a crop in St. Vincent, arrowroot still 
remains a favourite staple of both planters and peasants. Prices 
remained substantially firm during the year under review. The St. 
Vincent Arrowroot Growers’ and Exporters’ Association, with head- 
quarters in St. Vincent, continued its active operations to the henefit 
of the industry. ‘ 


The following table shows the exports and values of arrowroot 
and cassava starch in each of the last five years. 











" Arrowroot [Cassava Starch 
Year. | in pounds. | Values in pounds. Value. 
¢ ¢ 
1909 .. +. | 5,594,498 31,792 195,166 1,009 
1910 .. oe 5,302,725 30,089 138,112 781 
1911... we 4,254,130 40,430 | 221,562 1,269 
1912 3,948,681 48,854 177,820 1,287 © 
1913 4,327,036 | 53,607 227,206 1,597 
| 





* §$t. Vincent arrowroot is unrivalled as a raw material in the manu- 
facture of chocolate and for general starch purposes. The soil, 
climate, and water conditions of the Colony are apparently more suited 
to this cultivation than that of any of the other islands except, per- 
haps, Bermuda. That Colony’s production, however, does not exceed 
30 to 40 tons per annum, as against some 2,000 tons purchased in St. 
Vincent. Apart from that point of view, it is evident that the market 
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for arrowroot is of such a limited nature that St. Vincent can, by her- 
self, for many years to come, satisfy fully, indeed more than fully, 
all the requirements of it. 


The exports of cured cacao for the past five years are given below :— 


Year. Weight in 
ounds. 
1909... se ‘eh vi .. 241,294 
1910... os ef ee .. 235,236 
TST) 2. ue ee o .. 285,869 
JOL2 3s ~ a ase .. 223,378 
1913... as Re a . 218,684 


Amongst other crops grown in the Colony in small quantities may 
be mentioned sugar (from which the usual by products, rum, molasses, 
and syrup, are manufactured) ground nuts, pigeon peas, Bengal beans, 
maize, and ground provisions of various kinds. 


The Agricultural Department has done useful work during the year 
in its advisory capacity, whilst many interesting and instructive 
cotton and other crop experiments have been carried out at the 
Experiment Station. 


In a Colony like St. Vincent, where the community is absolutely 
and wholly dependent for its sustenance on agriculture, it is essential, 
subject, of course, to reasonable limits, to maintain a strong and efficient 
Agricultural Department in order to keep abreast with the rapid 
advance of agricultural science and knowledge and also in order to 
be able to cope with the competition of other places that recognize 
that expenditure on such an object is not only necessary but profitable. 
It is on that principle that the Agricultural Department in St. Vincent 
is organized and its present basis could not be reduced, as has been 
suggested from time to time, without seriously affecting its efficiency 
and utility to agriculture in the community. 


Lanp SETTLEMENT AND Crown Lanps. 


The sales during the year under the land settlement scheme were 
132 in all—rural lots 82, and house lots 50. In addition, 202 acres 
of Crown land were sold out in small lots. Available Crown land 
consists of mountain lands, which are only suitable for small holdings 
for growing provisions and native produce. 


The revenue from sales and rental of Crown lands was £628, as 
against £724 in the previous year. 


Belair Estate, which was acquired last year under the Land Settle- 
ment Scheme at a total cost, including survey, of £3,181 0s. 9d., has 
been divided into 81 rural allotments and 75 township lots. The 
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rural allotments vary in size from 2 acres to 6 acres each. The total 
area of the estate, including a detached mountain block known as 
Herbert’s, aggregates 399 acres, 3 roods, 34 poles. All arrangements 
were made so that allotting could begin on the 2nd March, 1914, and 
by the 31st March 60 rural allotments and 30 township lots had been 
disposed of. The township, situate at the south-west corner of the 
estate adjacent to Cane Hall, will, it is hoped, become in a few years’ 
time a prosperous settlement. The work of laying out new roads on 
this estate and of repairing existing ones is in progress. This work 
includes the construction of bridges. 


Some of the Land Settlement reserves in the Cumberland and 
Linley Valleys have been surveyed into allotments and sold. These 
aggregate 27 acres, 3 roods, 22 poles, and represent a value of £56 
approximately. 


The allotments in the Cumberland Valley remaining on hand at 
31st March, 1913, were, during the year, re-valued, as it was found that 
too high a value had been placed onthem. Asa result a large number 
have since been sold. 


In the course of his Annual Report on the St. Vincent Southern 
Grenadines the Commissioner, referring especially to Union Island, 
which has an area of 2,100 acres and was in 1910 purchased by the 
Government as a Land Settlement Estate, remarks as follows :— 


“Tt is again my pleasing duty to make mention of the satisfactory 
progress of the Land Scheme at Union Island and its markedly bene- 
ficial effect on all classes of the community. The people are making 
strenuous efforts to erect neat and, in some cases, pretentious cottages 
on their holdings, and before many years have passed away, the 
squalid and insanitary villages of Ashton and Clifton will have dis- 
appeared. ” a 


A Revenue Officer is stationed in Union Island, who, in addition 
to being Overseer of the Land Settlement Scheme, is in charge of a 
branch Money Order Post Office and Government Savings Bank 
established for the convenience of the islanders. 


SHIPPING. 


A table of entries and clearances of steamers and sailing vessels 
during the years 1912 and 1913 is appended, as also a comparative 
statement of the total shipping during the last two years. These 
figures do not include ships of war, of which five, four British and one 
Russian, visited the Colony during 1913 
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Sailing Vessels. 





1912 as ye 1913 





Nationality’ Inwards. Outwards, Inwards. Outwards. 





Vessels. | Tons. /Vessels. | Tons. Vessels. Tons. |Vessels. | Tons. 





British ..| 382 /9,438 | 347 |8,445! 346 /|8,299 | 345 | 8,222 


American . 1 125 1 125 3 445 3 445 
Dutch .. 6 369 3 272 2 99 2 99 
Venezuelan 2 52 2 52 al 35 I 35 








Totals ..| 391 {9,984 | 353 | 8,894 | 352 /|8,878 | 351 /8,801 





























Steamers. 





1912 1913 





i 
Nation- Inwards. Outwards. Inwards. Outwards. 





(Vessels.| Tons. [Vessels.| Tons. Vessels.; Tons. |Vessels.) Tons. 








British.| 101 |140,588/ 100 /138,922/ 89 |125,180) 88 | 123,672 
Danish 7 11,216 7 11,216 3 4,837 3 4,837 
Swedish) - - - - 1 1,292) 1 1,292 





Totals .| 108 /[151,804) 107 |150,138} 93 |131,309) 92 | 129,801 
| 


























Total Shipping for the past five years. 











— 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Inwards .. 161,505 145,523 149,562 161,788 140,187 
Outwards .. 161,489 145,394 149,414 159,032 138,602 
Totals .. 322,994 290,917 298,976 320,820 278,789 
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III.—LEGISLATION. 


The following Ordinances, twenty in “number, were added to the 
Statute Book during the year 1913 :— 


The Customs Duties 1895, Amendment 1913. 
Customs Preferential Duties. 

Customs Duties 1895, Amendment (ii). 
Summary Conviction Offences. 

Anthrax Ordinance 1911, Amendment. 
Customs Duties. 

Collector of Customs. 

Appropriation. 

Agricultural Credit Societies. 

Police (Liability to Military Service). 
Telegraph Companies. 

Capital Punishment Amending Act 1868, Amendment. 
Public Works Loan. 

Medical Registration 1886, Amendment. 
Wireless Telegraphy. 

Customs Duties (ii). 

Supplementary Appropriation. 

Kingstown Board 1897, Amendment. 
Pensions 1902, Amendment. 

General Loan and Inscribed. Stock. 


F The most important of these Ordinances is perhaps the Agricultural 
Credit Societies Ordinance, providing for the formation under organized 
supervision of Agricultural Credit Societies under the Raiffeisen System. 
This Ordinance in addition gives the Governor in Council power to 
grant to societies formed and registered under its provisions loans up 
to an aggregate amount of £500. This limit was placed in the hope 
that private concerns would also be prepared to lend to registered 
societies. It is pleasing to record that up to the date of writing nine 
societies have been formed, with an aggregate membership of over 
200 and that the Colonial Bank and other private concerns have made 
loans to them in supplementation of the Government advances. 





IV.—EDUCATION. 


The results of primary education in 1912-13 and 1913-14 are as 
follows :— 
1912-13, 1913-14. 


Number of schools oe 26 26 
Number on roll at 31st March .. 4,537 4,181 
Average attendance we .. 2,251 2,308 


£ £ 
Government Grant-in-aid .. L710 1,686 
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There is a boys’ secondary school in Kingstown, with an attendance 
of 40 to 50 pupils. The fees charged are £2 per term for each scholar, 
except those under ten years of age in the lowest form, for whom the 
fees are £1 6s. 8d. per term, but when two or more brothers in forms 
above the lowest attend, there is a reduction made of 6s. 8d. for the 
second and 13s. 4d. for the third. An exhibition to this school is 
awarded every year. 


Agricultural science is taught in this school by the Assistant Agricul- 
tural Superintendent. The school itself is situated in the middle of 
the Agricultural Experiment Station. thus affording every opportunity 
to the boys to keep in touch with the practical as well as the scientific 
side of agriculture. 


There is a girls’ secondary school in Kingstown maintained as a 
private institution but subject to Government supervision. The 
attendance at the time of writing is 30. The fees are the same as at the 
boys’ secondary school. K 


Whilst the number on the roll of the primary schools has somewhat 
dreceased, the average attendance has slightly advanced. Six pupils, 
drawn from the peasant and mechanic classes, are instructed by the 
Assistant Agricultural Superintendent in practical agriculture at the 
Experiment and Botanical Stations. These pupils are apprenticed 
for two years and receive graded allowances in proportion to the 
length of their apprenticeship, coming every day to their work, and 
living with their parents or guardians. 


The fifteen acres of land attached to the Experiment Station are all 
fully worked up in various products, such as cotton, arrowroot, sugar, 
cassava, etc., by the boys themselves. 


A small stock farm affords a valuable practical illustration of how 
stock should be kept and fed. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


During the year there were 787 admissions to the Colonial Hospital, 
making, with those remaining from the previous year, 842 cases treated, 
as against a total of 816 in 1912-13. 


The daily average was 57, as against 55, 60-3, and 57 in the previous 
three years. 


The death rate was 3:92 per cent. of the total cases. 


Operations numbered 112, as against 104 in 1912-13. 
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The medical officer is greatly assisted in his work by the presence 
of an efficient European nurse-matron, selected by the Colonial Nursing 
Association. 


A portion of the old military citadel at Fort Charlotte is set aside 
for the detention of male lunatics who are violent, or manifest 
destructive tendencies. Other males, as to whom it is judged 
that they may be so treated with safety, are kept under super- 
vision in the pauper asylum, and female lunatics are also detained 
there. A portion of the wards is partitioned off into cells to provide 
further and more suitable accommodation for these female cases, 
some of which are occasionally acute. 


As soon as practicable, any violent or difficult case is sent to 
Grenada by arrangement with the Government of that Colony. 


There were 31 cases under treatment during the year (19 being 
new admissions), of whom 8 were discharged cured and 1 died. 


The total number of St. Vincent lunatics under care in the Grenada 
asylum was 23, at a cost of £493 10s. 6d. to the Colony. 


The number of inmates of the leper asylum on the 31st March, 
1913, was 8; during the year there was 1 admission, leaving 9 inmates 
in the asylum at the end of the year. 


Under “The Public Health Ordinance, 1910,” provision is made 
for the compulsory segregation of pauper lepers. 


The Colony’s paupers are housed in the old military buildings at 
Fort Charlotte, at a considerable elevation, overlooking the town of 
Kingstown. 


At the commencement of the year under review there were 90 in- 
mates of the asylum, and the admissions and discharges during the 
year were :— 

Male. Female. Total. 
22 15 


Admissions 37 
Discharged .. i 3 12 13 25 
Died .. os “3 ie 6 l7 23 

Total .. ie 18 30 48 


leaving 79 on the 31st March, 1914. 


The total expenditure in 1913-14 was £1,084 on the pauper and 
leper asylums, including the cost of lunatics kept locally, against 
£1,008 last year. i 


Chronic tertiary syphilis accounts for the vast majority of cases to 
whom this institution offers asylum for the closing stages of their 
lives. 
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. Hazly in the year 1911-12 the old military hospital was renovated 
and opened as a yaws hospital capable of holding 50 patients. The 
disease of yaws has long been ravaging the homes of the labouring 
population in the Colony, and the institution of this hospital is much 
appreciated by them. 


A casualty hospital with four beds was opened at Georgetown 
in the Windward district in August, 1912. This is meant for 
emergency cases and is a great boon to the people of a district situated 
24 miles by road from the Colonial Hospital at the capital town of 
Kingstown. 


Savines Bank. 
The following is a comparative statement of the operations of the 
_ Savings Bank during the past five years :— 








Balance at 
credit of 
Number of Depositors 
Depositors {| Amount of Amount of at 31st 
Year. at 31st Deposits. Withdrawals. December 
December. (including 
interest 
capitalized). 
; | 
£ £ £ 
1909. 1,063 6,624 737% 13,869 
1910 ie 1,095 8,686 6,877 15,994 
1911 aie 1,163 9,526 7,923 17,971 
1912 1,194 8,657 8,083 18,935 
1913 1,182 9,790 9,968 19,168 

















[| The amount due to depositors was distributed thus :— 


At 31st At 31st 
December, December, 


1912. 1913. 

£ £ 
Kingstown .. eh .. 16,655 16,497 
Georgetown .. se fn 1,445 1,758 
Barrovallie .. - aes 799 865 
Union Island aA oe 36 “48 








Total .. .. £18,935 £19,168 
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The Government made a profit on the working* of the bank of 
£153 6s. 5d. 


There was invested of savings bank funds at 3lst December, 1913, 
the sum of £18,143. 





VI.—JUDICIAL. 


The St. Vincent police force consists of a chief, a sergeant-major 
of European birth, and 51 West Indian non-commissioned officers 
and privates. 


In addition to ordinary police work they perform duties in connection 
with district post office work, births and deaths registration, poor 
relief, and the management of district telephone exchanges. The 
prison is worked entirely by the police, save > for the assistance of one 
warder in charge of gangs outside- 





In Kingstown a select number of the force form a fire brigade for 
the town, receiving supplementary pay for this service from the funds 
of the Kingstown Board. 


Two hundred and seventy-nine persons were committed to prison 
in the year, of whom 158 were men and 121 women. The daily average 
was 28°84, as against 26°86 in 1912-13. 


The number of cases reported to the police in 1913-14 was 1,086 ; 
of these 319 were for offences against the person, 42 for preedial 
larceny, 102 for other offences against property, and 623 for other 
offences. Only 997 of the above cases were brought before a 
magisterial court. 


The total number of persons brought before the magisterial courts 
was 1,753; of these 425 were for offences against the person, 96 for 
predial larceny, 209 for other offences against property, 5 for offences 
against the Masters and Servants Act, 295 for offences against revenue 
laws, municipal, road, and other laws relating to the social economy 
of the Colony, and 723 for other offences. These figures are inclusive 
of the cases reported by the police. 


The total number of convictions in the inferior courts was 1 309, 
as against 859 in 1912-13. 


These convictions are classed as follows :— 


For offences against the person. . 7 os .. 270 
» Malicious injury to property we a a: 5 
» predial larceny wa Ase e a 84 
», Other offences against property ots a .. 139 
», offences against Revenue Acts, etc. E .. 245 
» Offences against Masters and Servants ‘Act 5 
» other offences an a a ae .. 561 


Total ae . a .. 1,809 
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The increase im crime during the year is to be found entirely in the 
class of summary offences, and is no doubt due to the enlarged 
scope of the Summary Conviction Offences Ordinance, 1911, and 
also to greater activity on the part of the police. It is to be observed, 
however, that there was no increase in the more serious forms of 
crime. There was no indictment for either murder or manslaughter 
and only one serious case of wounding. 


The convictions in the Supreme Court were 5 for offences against 
property, 2 for offences against the person, and 1 for other offences. 
The acquittals were as follows :— 


In the Inferior Courts es « 2 
In the Supreme Court ae és 4 


VII—VITAL STATISTICS. 


The population at the 1891 census was 41,054. No census was 
taken in 1901, on account of the expense involved, which the Colony 
was not in a position to afford. The population by the official census 
of April, 1911, was 41,877, which had increased at 31st March, 1914, 
to 45,605. 


The births registered in 1913-14 were 1,766 (896 males and 870 
females), as against 1,678 in 1912-13; of these 1,083, or 61°32 per 
-cent., were illegitimate. 


Still-births were 111, 39 legitimate and 72 illegitimate, the figures 
for the previous year being 32 and 72 respectively. 


Marriages were 121—a decrease of 16 on last year’s figures. The 
figures are given in the following comparative table of marriages :— 








Denomination. | 1911-12 | 1912-13 | 1913-14 
Church of England .. we 67 62 70 
Church of Scotland .. a 5 7 7 
Wesleyan Ao at ys 65 49 33 
Roman Catholic ot anit 13 17 9 
Plymouth Brethren .. a 3 2 2 





The total registered deaths were 801, as against 878 in 1912-13, 
being 17°56 per 1,000 of the estimated population. The infant mortality 


ST. VINCENT, 1913-14. 25: 


(infants under one year, exclusive of still-births) was 171, being 21:34 
per cent. of the total number of deaths. The similar figure in 1912-13 
was 185, or 21:07 per cent. 


Appended is a table of the causes of death :— 
General diseases (includes syphilis, 96; tubercle, 51 ; 


tetanus, 10; malarial thes 1; dysentery, 11). 211 
Diseases of nervous system ‘ tes 32 
Me: », circulatory system .. an ee an 24 

2 »» Tespiratory system .. a3 igs eet 51 

" , digestive system... oi the .. 156 
Parasites .. ae be, gs a ae me 20 
Age aa age Be eis a ae oa 88 
Still-born .. se oe Ss zy i ae TEL 
Other diseases .. Ke as ss en -- 108 
Total A Ss oF .. 801 


In the towns the authorities are realizing more and more the 
importance of stricter sanitation, and are taking steps accordingly. 
In the villages, however, sanitary matters are still on a primitive basis, 
although the Government, through their District Sanitary and Medical 
Officers, spare no pains to impress upon the population generally the 
necessity for care in this direction. The scheme for the establishment of 
an organized Sanitary Department was completed during the year and 
will be brought into force in 1914-15. In the meantime the provisions 
of the Public Health Act, 1910, are being more rigidly enforced than 
has hitherto been the case. 


A Trained Nurses’ Association has the sympathy and financial 
support of the Government, and it is hoped will be a means of achieving 
something in the direction of diminution of infantile mortality. Nurses 
are trained in midwifery at the Colonial Hospital. 


The rainfall for the year 1913-14 was 88°83 inches, as against 94°89 
inches in 1912-13. 


Rain fell on 247 days during the year. 


The maximum fall in twenty-four hours was 3°40 inches on the 24th 
October. 


October was the wettest month, with 18°80 inches. A good deal 
of damage was done to the roads during that month owing to the 
heavy rain, while the effect on the cotton crop was disastrous. 


May was the driest month, with 2°49 inches. 


The mean monthly temperature was 785° F. Maximum for the 
year was 80'5° F. (in September) and the minimum 733° F., which 
was experienced in January. 
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Except in August and September, when the atmosphere is un- 
comfortably hot, although not even in those months insalubrious, the 
climate may be regarded as most healthy for both Europeans and 
coloured persons. Malaria is hardly known, while yellow fever has 
proved itself to be a disease of the past. 





VIII.—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


The fortnightly mail service from and to England continued to be 
performed by the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company. At Trinidad the 
mails are transferred into the intercolonial ships, which call weekly 
at St. Vincent on regular days—one week with outward mails on the 
way round the islands, and the following week on the way to Trinidad 
with homeward mails. The service was carried on in a satisfactory 
manner. 


Royal Mail Steamers from Halifax, Nova Scotia, under contract 
with the Canadian Government, call at all the islands. Occasional 
calls are made by the steamers of Scrutton’s Direct Line and the 
Quebec Steamship Line. The East Asiatic Line of steamers from Copen- 
hagen via London and the Danish West Indies also make occasional 
calls. 


There is an inland postal system by which the Windward District 
of the Colony is served five times a week, the Leeward District daily, 
and the Grenadines once a week.. 


The postal order system continues to grow in popularity, and its 
extension to the district towns has been accomplished. 


The volume of work in the Post Office is maintained. 


The revenue of the Telephone Department was £671, including 
£329 transferred to that head on account of the Government in- 
stallations. The expenditure was £599. The main installation is 
in Kingstown with branch lines all over the island. The service is 
a most useful one. 





IX.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


His Excellency the Governor, Lieutenant-Colonel Sir James Hayes 
Sadler, K.C.M.G., C.B., visited the Colony from the 16th to the 30th 
March, 1914. 
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On the 25th March, 1914, the Administrator, the Honourable 
Gideon Murray, left for England on six months leave of absence, 
His Honour R. B. Roden, Chief Justice, assuming the administration 
of the Colony. 


On the 2nd June, 1913, the Canadian-West Indian Reciprocity 
Agreement became operative. It is at present too early to gauge the 
economic effect on this Colony of this very important agreement. 
Asa start, however, the West Indies are indebted to Canada for having 
arranged independently at her own cost a contract with the Royal 
Mail Steam Packet Company for a new line of steamers to replace 
the Pickford and Black line. The new steamers are larger in tonnage 
and in many ways more suited to the traffic and should be of much 
assistance in encouraging trade between the Dominion and the British 
West Indian Colonies. Another advantage to be attributed to this 
agreement, which at the time of writing has materialized, is a new 
agreement with the West Indian and Panama Telegraph Company 
whereby the cable rates have in some instances been reduced by more 
than half. 


An arrangement of local importance has been the transfer of the 
amalgamated offices of the Treasury and Customs Department to the 
sea front. This took place on the 5th November, 1913. This change 
is much appreciated by the public, as it affords much greater facility 
and convenience for the transaction of business. 


Preparations were made and plans completed for the inauguration 
on the Ist April, 1914, of a Government motor car mail and passenger 
service five times a week to Georgetown and back. This fast and 
frequent service will greatly facilitate intercourse between the capital 
town and the Carib country and is much appreciated. 


Amongst the important public works undertaken during the year 
under review may be noted the building and completion of the 
“ Princess Marie Louise” Nurses Wing in the grounds of the Colonial 
Hospital, this wing being named after Her Highness by special per- 
mission. A residence for the Chief Justice is in course of erection on 
lands originally part of the Experiment Station, but was not com- 
pleted at the close of the financial year. 


The construction of the new road out of Kingstown, commenced 
in 1912, has been continued. A quantity of blasting, heavy cutting, 
and considerable grading has been necessary, and several retaining 
walls and culverts have been built, necessitating much greater ex- 
penditure than was originally contemplated. The work was well 
advanced at the close of the financial year. Ornamental trees have 
been planted on either side of the first section of this road (about half 
a mile in length) and this will in due time form a pleasant shady avenue 
exit from Kingstown. 


The following bridges and causeways were built during the year 
in the Windward District :— 
(1) Bridge over the Biabou river. 
(2) Bridge over the Bellevue river. 
(3) Bridge over the New Adelphi river. 
(4) Causeway over the Grand Sable river. 
(5) Causeway over the Union river. 
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Many other useful minor structures have been built during the year 
and have added to the administrative and industrial facilities of the 
Colony and supplied long standing needs. 


The scheme mentioned in the General Observations of last year’s 
Report for turning the cotton seed produced every year in the Colony 
into manure by purchasing machinery for the separation of the oil 
from the seed, the residue being applied as manure, has now been 
approved, and during the financial year 1914-15 steps will be taken 
to erect the requisite machinery at the Government Cotton Ginnery. 


As already indicated in different portions of this Report, the year 
has not been so favourable as 1912-13, owing chiefly to the inclement 
weather conditions, but, whilst the revenue returns have not shown 
the same prosperity, progress nevertheless has, as will have been 
observed, been made in many directions, both materially and econ- 
omically. In agriculture, sanitation, education, public works, and 
other departments much has been accomplished which will in course 
of time impress its worth upon the development history of the Colony. 


St. Vincent is one of the beauty spots of these West Indian Islands. 
With its exquisite scenery, its lovely drives, rides, and walks, its healthy 
climate, it cannot fail, at the conclusion of the great and fearful war 
which at present envelopes Europe, to attract to its shores some of 
the numerous tourists who in winter seek warmth and sunshine and 
an escape from the colder northern climes. 


Gipron Murray, 


Administrator. 


Government House, 
17th November, 1914. 





COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 








ANNUAL. 
No. Colony, &c. Year. 
799 St. Helena oie as a ae 1913 
800 Turks and Caicos Islands’ are a a4 oe ” 
801 Seychelles. . 5 a a a Bs 
802 Ceylon ” 


803 Bermuda .. 
804 Weihaiwei.. 
805 Gambia .. 
806 Gold Coast ae Ee 
807 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast a a 55 
808 Sierra Leone 


809 Bahamas .. oe whe ra -» 1913-1914 
810 Cayman Islands (Jamaica) ‘a a a «+ 1912-1913 
811 Fiji re : at a ee “08 ae 1913 
812 Ashanti ‘ nd aA Sie aad ee ae » 

813 Basutoland i Aa aN ate ‘oe +. 1913-1914 
814 Hong Kong aS ag “as aes 1913 
815 Bechuanaland Protectorate |. ws oe «+ 1913-1914 
816 Imperial Institute 5 we a a ae 1913 
817 Falkland Islands ae a ae So3 ane -n 

818 Malta i ate ras = ora +» 1913-1914 
819 Trinidad and Tobago Se es a Be des pe 

820 Jamaica .. Se a Axe as a $3 

821 Northern Nigeria. ‘ss aie Me 6 se 1913 


822 Grenada 
823 Zanzibar .. 2 ney os 3 a wa a 
824 Barbados .. we a on aa .. 1913-1914 
825 Southern Nigeria. . a A: ee oe xe 1913 
826 Mauritius .. : oe oe ap a fis 

827 British Honduras. 


” 


” 








828 Colonial Survey Committee oe ee -_ -. 1913-1914 
829 Tongan Islands Protectorate .. mS Se Se 3 
830 Swaziland... fe oe ae <e 4 
831 Uganda .. 23 aN ay ae ao bs 
832 Nyasaland ar ce ee a As oh Ay 
833 British Guiana .. 7 at rn 3 
834 Entomological Research ‘Committee .. ar ns 1914 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony, &«. Subject. 

718 Weihaiwei. . i ais .. Census, 1911. 

719 Northern Nigeria. 5 aes .. Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 

1908-9. 

80 Nyasaland es ae .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

81 Southern Nigeria. . a .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

82 Imperial Institute an .. Rubber and Gutta-percha. 
83 Southern Nigeria. . as .. Mineral Survey, 1910. 

84 West Indies ote ag .. Preservation of Ancient 

Monuments, &c. 

85 Southern Nigeria a5 .. Mineral Survey, 1911. 

86 Southern Nigeria oe .. Mineral Survey, 1912. 

87 Ceylon. a .. Mineral Survey. 

88 Imperial Institute ne .. Oilseeds, Oils, &. 


89 Southern Nigeria Be .. Mineral Survey, 1913. 
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No. 836. 


ST. LUCIA. 


(For Report for 1912-13 see 794). 


Tre AcTING GOVERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 
Grenada, 


9th December, 1914. 
Str, 


I have the honour to transmit herewith a despatch from Mr. 
Anthony De Freitas, Acting Administrator, St. Lucia, forwarding 
copies of the Blue Book of the Colony for the year 1913-14, together 
with his report thereon. 


2. The Revenue of St. Lucia for the year 1913-14 amounted to 
£67,490, and, when compared with the annual average of £66,954 for 
the previous five years, may be viewed as satisfactory. 


3. The Expenditure for the year 1913-14 amounted to £68,352, 
asum slightly in excess of the annual average, £66,785, for the previous 
five years—and left a deficit of £862 on the year’s transactions, which 
has been met out of the surplus funds of the Colony. 


4. The surplus balances of St. Lucia on the 31st March, 1914, 
amounted to £30,863, including a sum of £5,295, invested on account 
of the Public Buildings Insurance Fund of the Island. 


5. The establishment during the year of the small Government 
lime factory in Castries has proved a boon to the small proprietor, 
and has already stimulated the extensionof the lime industry in the 
Colony. The immediate effect of the working of the factory has been, 
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to increase the local market price of limes. Limes were being sold 
locally at 2s. a barrel, but on the factory being opened the price 
jumped up to as much as 5s. 8d. a barrel. The market price of lime- 
juice ruled high throughout the year both in England and elsewhere. 


6. Although not within the year of report, I may mention that a 
recent shipment of lime-juice from the Government factory fetched 
the unprecedented price of £52 10s. Od. a pipe in the London market. 


7. After patient working, the prospects of a definite advancement 
may be reasonably looked for in the further development of the 
agricultural resources of the Island, while the facilities afforded by 
St. Lucia as a coaling and shipping centre of no mean importance 
in these waters add greatly to the prosperity of the Island and the 
welfare of its people. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 
Dovetas Youne, 


Acting Governor. 
The Right Honourable 


Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 
&e., &e., &eo. 


Government Office, 
Saint Lucia, 


28th November, 1914. 
Sir, 


T have the honour to transmit herewith copies of the Blue Book 
of this Colony for the year 1913-14, together with my Report thereon. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
Anruony Dr Freitas. 


Acting Administrator. 
His Excellency 
Douglas Young, Esq., 0.M.G., 
&e., &e., &e., 
Grenada. 
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1913-14. 


I—FINANCIAL. 


The revenue for the year was estimated at £66,731. The amount 
actually received was £67,490, or £1,119 over the Estimates. The 
following figures show the receipts under the heads of the estimate, 
with the corresponding figures for the previous year :— 


Actual Revenue 
Revenue for 

















Heads of Revenue. to 3lst preceding 
March, year. 
1914. 
£ £ 
1. Customs a ae Pe 33,077 32,607 
2. Port, Harbour, Box Dues .. Bd 7,026 7,198 
3. Licences, Excise, &e. — 
(a) Licences—Retail Spirit, &e. .. 1,494 1,532 
Distillery a 100 100 
Animals, Vehicles, & Guns a% 568 580 
Petroleum, Cocoa, Boat, &c. .. 507 519 
(6) Excise—Duty on Rum 2 10,465 9,930 
(c) Stamp Duty—Various Revenue 
Services . “a 709 722 
(d) Fines & forfeitures of Courts... 461 429 
(e) Revenue seizures & penalties .. 10 2 
(f) Income Tax : 23 28 1,686 1,530 
4, Fees of Court or Oiee, &e. .. a 4,722 4,446 
5. Post Office .. Ly us 1,939 2,557 
6. Telephone as a 899 834 
7. Rent of Government Property ae 892 801 
8. Interest. . ne 1,440 1,520 
9. Repayment of Loans . = x 176 176 
10. Miscellaneous .. a2 xe st 596 65 
£66,767 £65,548 
11. Land Sales... 3 tre i 723 594 
Total Local Revenue .. .. £67,490 £66,142 
12. Imperial Dept. of Ge 
Grant-in-aid ea _ 150 
Total Revenue .. .. £67,490 £66,292 





The receipts from Customs were within a close margin on the right 
side of the estimate, notwithstanding the loss on goods admitted at 
the preferential rates under the Customs Preferential Tariff Ordinance, 
which came into operation on the 2nd June, 1913. 
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There was a slight loss under Port and Harbour dues owing:to less 
shipping during the year. 


Under Head 3, the receipts from retail spirit licences did not reach 
the estimate, nor did the receipts from licences for animals, vehicles, 
guns, &c., but the yield from stamp duty and from fines and forfeitures 
of courts was over the estimate, and there was a slight increase in 
income tax. 


Under Head 4,the receipts from fees of office produced more than 
was anticipated, while the receipts from Post Office, Head 5, were in 
advance of expectations, as was the case in the previous year. 


The reduction in the receipts on account of Interest, Head 8, was 
due to £1,183 of the Colony’s surplus funds, having been realized by 
the Crown Agents to meet current requirements. 


The revenue for the previous five years was as under :— 





£ 

1908-9... = oe a) ar .. 65,694 
1909-10... a: a 2b 4 .. 65,739 
1910-11... ae es pss oe .. 65,066 
1911-12... ve Be “i a .. 71,978 
1912-13... ars a me a -. 66,292 

Average... .. 66,954 
1913-14 sy ties Be .. 67,490 


The revenue derived from licences for the sale of liquor, and the 
number of such licences issued during the year, is shown in the following 
table :— 





No. issued during quarter ended on 





Description of 

Licence. 30th 30th 31st 3lst | Revenue. 
June. Sept., Dec., | March, 
1913. 1913, 1913. 1914. 





£ 
Wholesale 2 | 2 2 3 45 
Retail 39 39 40 41 1,317 
Bottle 22 2 2 2 1 710 
Refreshment House 2 2 2 2 60 
Hotel Ne _ —- | -— — _— 
Occasional _— =| 5 2 2 
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The expenditure of the year, classified under the heads of the 
estimate, with the corresponding figures for 1912-13, was as under :— 





Actual 
Expendi- Expendi- 
ture ture 
Heads of Expenditure. to 31st for 
March, preceding 
i914. year. 
£ £ 
1. Charges on account of Public Debt 8,968 9,395 
2. Pensions and Gratuities .. f 2,307 2,448 
3. The Governor 8 . a 2,330 2,328 
4, Government Office .. 1,116 1,072 
5. Treasury, Customs, and Inland Revenue 3,049 3,092 
6. Post Office .. ae 2,263 2,227 
7. Port and Marine Department Xe 1,406 1,341 
8. Audit Department .. is 568 579 
9. Legal Departments .. ah “fs 3,920 3,984 
10. Local Forces: . . a a ay 617 719 
11. Police .. ns a As s 4,517 4,468 
12. Prisons = ae 1,144 1,174 
13. Medical Department. . a ay 2,658 3,087 
14. Sanitation and Hygiene Ge Pe, 534 600 
15. Hospitals and eka oh Us 5,131 4,740 
16. Charitable .. rs sh 491 532 
17. Education .. sa £5 ns 5,086 5,075 
18. Ecclesiastical . . ss ae he 1,600 1,600 
19. Agriculture .. ae ne 1,389 1,150 
20. Miscellaneous Services i at 5,263 5,306 
21. Colonial Engineer’s Department .. 3,024 2,966 
22. Public Works Recurrent .. a 7,736 7,294 
23. Public Works Extraordinary Ne 3,235 2,448 
Total Local Expenditure .. £68,352 £67,625 
19a. Agriculture (from Imperial Funds) = 199 
Total Expenditure ae .. £68,352 £67,824 


The actual expenditure was £4,085 less than the estimate, which 
totalled £72,438, savings having been effected under every head 
except that of Sanitation and Hygiene, which includes a charge of 
£153 on account of Dr. Brooks’s sanitary mission in the Windward 
Islands, for which no provision had been made. 


There was a saving under the head Legal owing to the vote of £225 
for the Circuit Court of Appeal not having been spent, as is generally 
the case. 


Under Head 10, only £20 of the £40 provided was expended for 
uniforms for the Cadet Corps. 
(C129) B2 
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Head 13 includes a new and unforseen item of £104 for Horse 
Allowance for Medical Officers, but this was more than covered by 
savings under the same head. 





As regards the expenditure on the medical institutions, Head 15, 
there were slight excesses over the estimate for the General Dispensary 
in Castries, the Yaws Hospital, and the Dennery Casualty Hospital ; 
there were slight savings in respect of the other Institutions. 


But for the non-payment of the Canadian Steamship subsidy of 
£500, which ceased with the making of a contract between the Canadian 
Government and the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company, Head 20, 
Miscellaneous Services, would have shown an excess on Drawbacks 
and Refunds, which amounted to £2,153, against an estimate of £1,600. 
This expenditure is principally for refund of duty on goods exported 
as ships’ stores. 


There was a large saving of £1,834 under Public Works Extra- 
ordinary, due to the fact that various works included in the Estimates 
_ were not proceeded with during the year. 


The expenditure in each list of the last five years was as follows :— 


£ 
1909-10 .. ms Be ae af .. 64,446 
1910-11 .. Be Ae ae a3 .. 67,288 
1911-12 .. - oe bes a .. 69,328 
1912-13 .. og i Ry ee .. 67,824 
1913-14 .. aie a ae ee -. 68,352 


Nothwithstanding the increase of the revenue and the decrease in 
the estimated expenditure, the accounts of the year closed with a 
deficit of £862, resulting in the reduction of the Colony’s surplus funds 
at 31st March, 1914, to £25,568, as compared with £26,430 with 
which the year opened. 


Of the surplus funds, £23,316 was invested as at the 3lst March, 
1914, as was also £5,296 on account of the Public Buildings Insurance 
Fund. 


Pusiic Dest. 


At the 31st March, 1914, the public debt stood at £140,130, having 
been reduced during the year by £2,100, and at the same date the total 
of the sinking funds for the redemption of the debt amounted to £22,220. 
The Immigration 6 per cent. Loan of 1878 was finally paid off during 
the year. 


CURRENCY. 


The currency consists of British and American gold, notes of the 
local branch of the Colonial Bank, and British silver and copper coins. 
Accounts are kept in sterling by the Government, and in dollars and 
cents. by the bank and most of the mercantile firms, the dollar being 
equal to 4s. 2d. 
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Finances AND MunIcIPALITIFS, 


The manxgemont of the affairs of Castries, the chief town in the 
Colony, is vested in a Board elected by the ratepayers. The small 
towns and villages of the Colony are controlled by wardens appointed 
by the Governor in Council. In the case, however, of the towns of 
Soufriére and Vieux Fort and the village of Dennery, ‘‘ Improvement 
Committees”? have been appointed to advise generally on matters 
relating to those places. 


The revenue of the towns and villages consists, principally, in 
Castries, of receipts from the house tax, water rates, and dues, 
market dues, and licences, and in the other towns and villages of 
receipts from house tax, supplemented in the case of Soufriére by 
water rates and dues. 


The following statement shows the revenue and expenditure for 
the last three years of the towns and villages, the amount of their 
indebtedness at the 31st March, 1914, and the balance standing to 
the credit of each place at the same date. 











1911-12. 1912-13, 1913-14, asate, [ee 
bie. am |om 
2a 1gS 
< F i tee ha 
Town or | | 5 ee g o 3 rad 
Village. 6 | # S a1 é |} 3 33 Ag 
s 3 3) 3 s pI as ies 
a a a q A q CI fy 
oO o Oo oO oO oO ay ~~ 
> a > os > a Ha |2% 
3 2 2 i g i Hea ion 
a i] a i a i) 
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
Castries .. . | 6,440 | 5,396 | 5,571 | 8,396 | 5,765 | 5,888 | 20,614 38 
Soufriére ..| 544 517 523 523 527 588 | 1,500 56 
Vieux Fort ..| 174 211 163 193 167 141 —_— 86 
Laborie .. oa 80 67 82 105 83 43 a 139 
Canaries .. es 78 86 51} 55 53 57 — | 339 
Dennery .. ..| 338 176 159 125 144 137 — 472 
Gros Islet --| 102 134 104 107 ili 96 — 225 
Anse la Raye .., 81 184 88 96 74 60 _ 47 
Choiseul .. o 42 25 45 62 45 21 _— 59 
Micoud .. oie ts 66 67 49; 69 62 _ 73 





























The scheme for the construction of waterworks for the village of 
Dennery was finally settled during the year, and pipes and fittings 
were ordered from the United Kingdom. 





II.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
Imports anp Exports. 


The total value of the imports in the calendar year 1913 amounted 
to £228,405, and was £27,956 less than the previous year. Of the 
decrease coal accounted for £15,132, food supplies for £3,461, and 
manufactured goods for £8,930. 
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The following figures show from what countries the imports came :— 


1912. 1913. 
£ cs 

United Kingdom... ms o 71,495 65,269 
Canada - es ss 12,294 12,150 
Other British "Possessions 2 os 13,726 15,294 
Denmark... fe Pe by 1,205 920 
France ae Me 2 3 6,848 5,864 
Germany... ef ee wr 2,765 2,668 
Holland of ts fe Py 619 1,195 
United States an .. 196,059 174,216 
Other Foreign Countries .. re 5,531 7,155 
Parcel Post .. 8 = os 3,077 3,673 


The coal imported was 114,350 tons, valued at £126,469, as compared 
with 129,466 tons, valued at £141,601, in 1912. The bulk of this 
coal is imported from the United States. 


The imports of the last two years, under the main heads of the 
classification, were as under :— 


1912. 1913. 
o £ 

I. Food, drink and tobacco .. 72,811 69,349 

II. Raw materials . . a .. 150,451 135,078 

III. Articles, manufactured .. 88,778 79,848 
IV. Miscellaneous and unclassified, 
including ead by parcel 

post .. oe 3,321 4,129 


As the outcome of the Conference which took place between re- 
presentatives of the Government of Canada and the Governments of 
certain of the West Indian Colonies, St. Lucia became a party to the 
Preferential Trade Agreement arrived at, and to give effect to that 
Agreement the Customs Preferential Tariff Ordinance was passed. 
The Ordinance came into operation on the 2nd June, 1913. It was 
anticipated that the preference granted to imports from Canada, 
Newfoundland, and the United Kingdom would result in a loss of 
revenue, and a loss of £267 occurred in the period from the 2nd June 
to the 3lst December. The loss was distributed among the three 
countries as follows :— 


£ 
On goods from Canada Bs es oy .. 158 
a » Newfoundland .. es ees 32 
ss » the United Kingdom 7 AG 77 


This amount should not be taken as representing the full pro- 
portion of the annual loss of revenue from customs duty that may 
occur under the preferential arrangement. 
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Exports. 


The declared value of the exports was £274,460, of which £117,732 
was the value of produce of the Colony, and £154,144 of produce 
of other places, including £141,038 the value of bunker coal, and 
£2,615 the value of goods exported as ships’ stores. 


The exports of island produce in the past ten years show a gradual 
increase from £88,600 in 1904 to £117,700 in 1913, the exports in the 
latter year being the highest recorded except those of 1909, when 
they were valued at £124,901, which was due to the abnormally high 
price obtained for cocoa in that year. It may also be noted that, 
whilst the export of island produce has thus increased, the percentage 
of sugar and cocoa exports has gradually fallen from 93°3 to 87°1, 
indicating an extension in agriculture in other directions than those 
of the two principal products. 


The following statement gives the direction of the exports for 1913 :— 


British Countries. 
Produce Total 


Countries. of the Colony. a ia 
£ 

United Kingdom... ae eh 80,377 86,026 
Barbados... met 3 ie 2,696 3,075 
Canada eV ate oS ae TOTS Se TB19 
Dominica... ee fe ev 78 1,943 
Grenada 3 oe me ce 519 2,214 
St. Vincent .. Aas ad Fe 280 1,155 
Other British Possessions .. a 165 1,992 





£91,392 £103,717 





Foreign Countries. 


France De a es <4 18,292 18,292 
Germany f on ee se 72 175 
Holland Ae ie a ve 2,818 2,818 
Italy .. oe Be ey Be 500 500 
Martinique .. cs we a 2,368 2,446 
United States oe Re, > 2,207 2,297 
Other Foreign Possessions .. es 51 561 


£26,308 £27,089 


Bunker Coal fers we ae AL — £141,038 
Ships’ Stores sé ag us a £31 2,615 
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CoaLinc TRADE. 
As willbe seen from the subjoined figures, the coaling trade did not 


do as well in 1913 as in the previous two years, and this was due to a 
slight falling off in the number of steamers that called for coal :— 


Tons. £ 
1909 a re ne ae 96,462 110,754 
1910 bs on ote as 97,384 116,861 
1911 ne es i .. 139,056 152,962 
1912 a ae 2 .. 184,783 166,312 
1913 re Ms i .. 117,582 — 141,038 


Mines, MANUFACTURES, AND FISHERIES, 
The sugar factories at Cul-de-Sac, Roseau, Vieux Fort, and Dennery 
were all working during the year. 


The following figures show the quantity of ram distilled, consumed, 
and exported during the last five years :— 


Year. Distilled. Consumed. Exported. 
Galls. Galls. Galls. 
1909... are We 72,633 46,949 27,883 
1910. as os 49,256 42,456 4,692 
1917... a ee 63,961 44,516 12,787 
1912... .. SS .B9,789 831,865 26,577 
1913. oy on 53,084 30,655 20,120 


The erection of the Government lime-juice factory, to which 
reference was made in the last Report, was commenced early in the 
year under review, but, owing to the delay in the supply of the plant 
by the makers in England, the factory was only opened to the public 
in November. 


The following is taken from a report by the Agricultural Spper- 
intendent :— 


“The business of the factory is conducted on a co-operative basis. 
In determining the profits there is deducted from the amounts realized 
for the sale of produce the amounts paid for the purchase of limes and 
lime-juice together with all expenses of working the factory and disposing 
of the produce, and, in addition, a sum equivalent to 10 per cent. of the 
amount paid for the purchase of limes and lime-juice, the remainder being 
regarded as gross profits to be divided, one-third being paid to the Govern- 
ment and two-thirds to the vendors of fruit and juice, this latter to be 
distributed to the vendors by way of bonus, in proportion to the amounts 
paid to them for limes or lime-juice. 

“The sum equivalent to 10 per cent. of the value of the limes and lime- 
juice purchased, together with the sum representing one-third of the 
profits referred to in the foregoing paragraph, to be paid to the Govern- 
ment by way of interest and sinking fund in respect to the sum expended 
in erecting the factory. 

“The price paid for limes and lime-juice is based on a scale of prices 
having a relation to the value of concentrated juice, and insuring a safety 
margin of profit to the factory. The seller of fruit realizes his full value 
when he gets his bonus derived. from the share of profits. 
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“ Owing to the unusually high prices for concentrated juice ruling at the 
time of opening the factory, fruit and juice were purchased on the basis 
of £24 per standard pipe of concentrated juice, arrangements being mado 
to make a deferred payment to vendors in the event of the produce selling 
above this figure. During the short trial run of the factory, the produce 
dealt with was 233 barrels of fruit and 736 gallons of raw juice. 


“The produce shipped was 255:75 gallons of concentrated juice, which 
realized £114 4s. Id. net. The amounts to be paid to vendors as deferred 
payments on produce purchased, and as bonus, are respectively £20 16s. 8d. 
and £10 1s. 2d. The bonus is equal to nearly 124 per cent. on the total 
amount paid for the purchase of produce. Taking the bonus into cal- 
culation, the total payments to vendors will be equivalent to 5s. 83d. 
per barrel of limes and 8}d. per gallon of standard raw juice.” 


The object the Government had in view in establishing the factory 
was to obtain for the small proprietors as good a price as possible 
for the produce of their lime cultivation, and to encourage them in 
extending the cultivation. The advantage of the factory’s price of 
5s. 84d. per barrel of ripe limes over the prevailing local price of 2s. 
immediately prior to the factory coming into operation is believed 
to have already induced peasant proprietors to plant more lime trees. 


During the year two private factories for the concentration of lime- 
juice in steam-heated evaporators were established and two others 
are in source of erection. There will then be seven such factories in 
the Island, and similar works are likely to be established in the near 
future, as the lime plantations approach maturity. 


AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES. 


Sugar and cocoa head the list of the Colony’s important products. 
Lime cultivation is making rapid strides and seems likely to assume 
an important place in the economic life of the Island. The following 
figures of the export of lime-juice and lime products during the last 
three years are of interest :— 





























/ 
1911. | 1912. 1913, 
Quan- | Quan- Quan- 
tity. | Value. tity. Value. tity. Value. 
7 
| Gals | ¢ | Gals Live eau 
Lime-juice : i ee 148 Pace \ 1,095 7,968 | 2,490 
Essential Oil of limes! u 
and Otto of limes .. 5 | 21 | 158 | 336 
Green limes Eis, 129 poe ge | 281 
{ if | i 
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The quantity and value of the export (the only available indication 
of o production) of sugar and cocoa during the last five years were 
as follows :— 





Cocoa. Sugar : Usine. Other sugar, 
muscovado, 
and 


Quantity. Value. | Quantity.| Value. Broducts 








Bags of 

200 Ib. £ Tons. £ £ 
1909 ..| 10,850 54,275 5,360 59,623 2,265 
1910 ae 8,187 40,935 5,199 {64,988 2,674 
1911 --| 10,368 46,656 4,288 52,535 1,955 
1912 | 9,873 43,099 4,246 48,830 2,117 
1913 ..| 8,169 36,888 4,577 65,221 446 




















A small quantity of cotton was again produced in the Choiseul 
district. The export figures were 4,000 pounds of lint, valued at 
£200, and 102 cwt. of seed, valued at £50. 


The planting of coconuts is increasing and preparations are in 
progress on several estates for the extension of the area under this 
crop. With careful selection it is possible to get local nuts of excellent 
quality for planting, and the demand has been so considerable that 
the export for the year shows but a slight increase. The quantity 
shipped was 80,097 nuts, valued at £234; and 69 cwt. of copra, 
valued at £69, also figures among the exports. 


The year was a bad one for honey, the exportation being valued 
at only £496, which is £208 less than in the previous year. 


The Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture paid several visits to 
the Colony, during which he inspected cultivations in the Marquis 
and Babonneau districts and passed through considerable areas of 
uncultivated land, belonging to numerous small proprietors in that 
part of the Island, which appeared to possess considerable possibilities 
for the extension of lime growing. 


The Mycologist attached to the Imperial Department also visited 
the Island for the purpose of making a survey of local conditions in 
regard to plant diseases generally. 


LanpD GRANTS. 


Fifty-eight Crown grants were issued during the year, the acreage 
disposed of being 435 acres. The price of Crown land is at the rate. 
of £1 per acre up to 50 acres, and 10s. per acre for each acre above 
that number, and is payable one-fifth on application and the balance 
in four annual instalments. 


The applications for the purchase of land numbered 68, in respect 
of 628 acres. 
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SHIPPING. 


Shipping forms a large item in the welfare of the Colony, due to 
Port Castries being a coaling station, the facilities afforded for bunker- 
ing and quick despatch being unequalled by any other port in the 
West Indies. 


The following table summarizes the tonnage entered and cleared 
during the last five years :— 








Vessels Entered. 
ay ah, | 
British. | Foreign. 
| Sailing Sailing 
Year. Steamers. | ‘Vessels. Steamers. Vessels. 


| 


No. | Tonnage. | No. Lronnage, No. [ronnage. No. Tonnage. 





i 
































1909 .-| 518 | 1,027,837 | 201 6,003 | 127 220,961 45 2,731 
1910 ..| 557 | 1,143,092 | 228 7,437 | 135 | 241,808} 40 2,712 
1911 ..| 817 | 1,782,911 | 182 5,086 | 126 | 208,500) 41 2,535 
1912 =... | 684 | 1,488,397 | 216 5,591 | 106 | 155,205) 30 1,733 
1913... | 685 | 1,549,751 | 243 6,717 | 150 | 214,821) 37 2,366 
Vessels Cleared. 
British. | : Foreign. 
¢ Sailing Sailing 
Year. Steamers. | Vessels. Steamers. Vessels, 
! { ae | cn ee 
No. | Tonnage. | No. |Tonnage.| No. (Tonnage. No. |Tonnage. 
| fearal 
pee le se 
1909 ..! 517 | 1,025,251] 197 | 5,574 | 129 | 224,895] 44, 2,662 
1910 .. | 559 | 1,146,983 | 228 7,928 | 134 | 239,687| 40 2,712 
1911 ..' 815 | 1,778,865 | 182 5,110 | 127 | 210,621) 41! 2,535 
1912 .. 686 | 1,492,443 | 216 5,572 | 165 | 248,136| 30 1,733 


| 
i 








1913. 685 pee seh ieee 6,702 | 150 | 214,216/ 37 | 2,366 





These figures, compared with the tonnage for 1912, the latest 
figures available for the twenty-five principal ports in the Self- 
Governing Dominions, Crown Colonies, Possessions, and Protectorates 
enumerated in the Board of Trade’s Statistical Abstract, place Port 
Castries fourteenth in the list. 


Castries is also a port of registry, and at the close of 1913 had 14 
vessels on the register, with a tonnage of 614. All these are small 
sailing vessels locally owned, with one exception, a barquantine of 
417 tons, the register of which is under question. 
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Pusiic Works. 


The usual work on the ordinary upkeep and maintenance of public 
roads and buildings was carried on during the year, but no extra- 
ordinary work of any magnitude was undertaken. The construction 
of a bridge over the Choiseul River was begun and was well advanced 
by the end of the year, the expenditure incurred being £292. A fourth 
order Chance port light was established on Tapion Rock at the southern 
entrance to Castries Harbour. The light is a white occulting one, 
with a period of 11 seconds light and a dark one of four seconds. 
The nominal radius of visibility is 12 miles. The light was brought 
into operation on the 19th July, 1913; and its cost, including the 
erection of the shelter, amounted to £166. 


The old leading lights on the Western Wharf and near the Chaussée 
were replaced by modern port lights. Both lights are fixed and show 
red. They were not quite completed at the close of the year, but 
were nevertheless brought into operation between February and 
March. The amount expended on the work was £261. The masonry 
tower for the new lighthouse at Vigie, on the northern entrance to the 
harbour, was completed in readiness for the new light, its cost being 
£120. ; 


During the year the Government Offices, which had occupied a 
rented private building since 1901, were transferred to the building 
in Bridge Street in Castries which had been occupied by the Colonial 
Engineer and his staff, the latter Department being transferred to the 
former Army Service Corps buildings on the harbour front. All the 
Government Offices, with the exception of the Education Office, are 
housed in buildings owned by the Government. 





TII.—LEGISLATION. 


The legislation of 1913 comprised twenty-seven Ordinances, the 
principal of which were the Opium Ordinance, which gives effect on 
behalf of St. Lucia to the International Opium Convention of 1912 ; 
the Customs Preferential Tariff Ordinance, which gives effect on 
behalf of the Colony to the Canadian—West Indian Preferential Tariff 
Agreement of the 9th April, 1912; the Revised Edition of the Laws 
Ordinance, which authorises the preparation and publication of a 
new and revised edition of the Ordinances of the Colony ; the Stamp 
Duty Ordinance ; and the Interpretation Ordinance. 





IV.—EDUCATION. 


The following figures are furnished by the Inspector of Schools in 
his annual report for 1913 :— 


1912 1913, 
Number of Schools .. a - 52 52 
Number on Rolls... Ae oe 7,307 7,434 
Average Attendance a Ce 4,814 5,121 


Number examined .. ne ae 
Government Grant-in-Aid .. .. £3,982 £3,979 
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Of the 52 schools 45 are Roman Catholic, 4 Anglican, 2 Wesleyan, 
and 1 East Indian Mission. 


The grant in aid of primary education was, in 1913, the same as 
in previous years, £4,000. Of this sum the amount expended was 
(a) on teachers’ salaries, £3,904; (6) on the salary of the Education 
Officer, £54; (c) on school gardens, £6; (d) special building grant, 
£15; making a total of £3,979. 


A new Education Ordinance, the Primary Education Ordinance, 
1913, was passed on the 15th July, 1913. It repeals the Education 
Ordinance of 1889 and the Elementary Instruction Ordinance of 1902, 
and reproduces most of the provisions of the former Ordinance. It 
is hoped that it will be more easy, under the provisions of the new 
law, to diminish truancy and the loitering in the streets of children 
of school age during school hours. Although no prosecutions were 
undertaken in 1913, it is believed that the knowledge of the probable 
coming into force of the new Ordinance was one of the causes of the 
increase in the attendance during the year. 


Of the two schools of secondary education, St. Mary’s College, for 
boys, receiving a Government grant of £400 per annum, had an average 
attendance of 55; St. Joseph’s Convent School, for girls, receiving a 
Government grant of £150, had an average attendance of 102. 





V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
Hosprtirats, &c. 


The Victoria Hospital at Castries is the one general hospital for the 
Colony. It is a fine stone building and well situated, and has been 
considerably improved of recent years. A trained Nurse-Matron 
from England assumed her duties in January, 1914. Besides her 
general duties, she systematically trains the nurses and is endeavouring 
to give them a sound practical knowledge of their duties. The daily 
average number of patients was 63 ; the expenditure on the institution 
amounted to £1,790. 


The Lunatic Asylum, situated at La Toc, near the entrance to the 
harbour, is a good stone building capable of accommodating 80 to 
100 patients. It is managed by the House Surgeon of the Victoria 
Hospital, who has under hima European Steward. The daily average 
number of patients was 68°9. The expenditure amounted to £1,235. 


Small buildings are provided in the out-districts at Soufriére, 
Dennery, and Vieux Fort, which are used as casualty hospitals for 
accident and emergency cases. 


The General Poor Asylura is at Malgrétoute, on the sea beach within 
a mile of the town of Soufriére, and the daily average number of 
inmates during the year was 63. This provision for paupers is sup- 
plemented by an out-door relief system under the supervision of the 
Police Department. 
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The Yaws Hospital is in the vicinity of the Poor Asylum. There 
was a daily average number of patients of 22, and the expenditure 
for upkeep amounted to £627. The voluntary influx of patients for 
treatment with the drug “ Salvarsan”’ continued unabated during the 
year, and 147 cases were treated. The number would have been 
much greater but for a shortage in the supply of the drug. The 
Medical Officer in charge, Dr. A. F. Hughes, reports that up to the 
time of his report he had treated 413 cases, and that out of this number 
there had only been 21 cases of recurrence of the disease. In this 
latter connection, the Medical Officer refers to the difficulty of dis- 
tinguishing between bona fide recurrences and cases of re-infection. 


There are visiting stations at various points where Medical Officers 
attend regularly on fixed days for the treatment of out-door cases of 
sickness. 


There is at present no reformatory or industrial school in the Colony. 


There is a public library in Castries towards which the Government 
gives a grant of £125 per annum, and which receives from the muni- 
cipality a contribution of £25 per annum. In Soufriére there is also 
a small library to which the Government grants £20 a year, and a 
modest institution of the same kind in Dennery also receives Govern- 
ment aid to the extent of £5 a year. 


Savines Bank. 


If the amount of money placed in the Savings Bank can be taken 
as an index to the condition of the people of the Colony, then they 
must be regarded as fairly prosperous, for the amount to the credit of 
depositors at the close of the year continues to mount higher and 
higher, as the following figures show :— 








Number of Remaining 
Depositors | Aggregate | Aggregate | on deposit 
Year. at 31st Deposits. | Withdrawals. at 3lst 
December. | December. 
£ £ £ 
1909 ae We 1,685 13,412 14,902 17,734 
1910 oe be 1,693 12,743 11,539 18,788 
1911 os Bs 1,626 13,530 12,539 19,778 
1912 aa ne 1,649 12,627 12,256 20,150 
1913 ae ts 1,692 13,606 12,820 20,936 

















The investments in England on account of the tank stcod at tke 
31st March, 1914, at £19,967. 
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VI.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


Police.—In addition to ordinary police work, the Police Force 
carries out a considerable number of duties in connection with the 
details of administration, such as the enforcement of sanitary Tegu- 
lations, distribution of poor and medical relief, registration of births 
and deaths, and, in certain districts, is in charge of the post offices 
and the telephone exchanges. The total expenditure on the depart- 
ment was £4,517. 


Prisons.—The number of persons committed to the Royal Gaol in 
1913 was 325. The daily average number in confinement was 43°04, 
as compared with 42°39 in 1912. 


The health of the institution was highly satisfactory, the average 
number on the sick list being only °82, the lowest on record. 


The expenditure on the establishment was £1,144, just £30 less 
than in the preceding year. The total estimated value of prison 
labour is stated to be £443. 


Criminal Statistics —The statistics for the year present no prominent 
feature calling for special comment, except for a case of murder by 
an East Indian who, when brought before the Royal Court for trial, 
was found by the jury to be insane and ordered to be confined in the 
Lunatic Asylum. 


The figures for the last two years are as follows :— 


1912. 1913. 

Offences reported .. ee -» 1,635 1,766 
Summary convictions :— 

Offences against property . . 156 122 

Offences against the person .. 228 280 

Other offences .. oH xe 1,249 1,238 
Convictions in Superior Court :— 

Homicide Wy vis 7” — _ 

Offences against property .. 14 13 

Offences against the person .. 8 3 





VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 


Population —The Registrar of Civil Status estimates the population 
at the 3lst March, 1914, to have been 50,809,—23,367 males, and 
27,442 females ; the population at the same date in 1913 was estimated 
at 49.963. The figures, however, do not take account of either 
emigration or immigration, and are based solely on the natural increase, 
the census figure of 1911 being taken as the starting point. 


The birth-rate of the Colony (excluding still-births) was 34°5 per 
thousand of the population, being identical with the rate of 1912-13. 
The births numbered 1,838. The death-rate was 174 per thousand, 
while in the previous vear it stood at 19°3 per thousand. The number 
of deaths was 192. There was one death from snake-bite. 
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Marriages numbered 277, an increase of 53 as compared with 1912-13. 


Public Health and Sanitation —All the Medical Officers report the 
health conditions of the year to have been favourable, and there is 
nothing in the reports calling for special mention. 


The campaign against rats was systematically carried out during 
the year, except during the month of January, 4,040 rodents being 
captured. A staff of labourers, under a special Sanitary Officer, was 
employed on this work, and their services were also utilized for cleaning 
streams and drains and on other sanitary measures around Port 
Castries; some useful anti-mosquito work was also accomplished. 
The use of “ millions ” fish was continued in practicable places, but, 
as a good part of the year was unusually dry, their usefulness was 
somewhat diminished. In the out-districts, yards and premises were 
frequently inspected by the police, and the Chief of Police states that 
there were 77 convictions for offences against the sanitary regulations. 


Climate-—The average annual rainfall for the Island, recorded at 
25 stations, was 83°75 inches; it was 72°98 inches in 1912. The 
highest recorded rainfall was at Warwick Estate, in the Choiseul 
District, with 106°65 inches, and the lowest was at Beausejour Estate, 
in the Vieux Fort District, with 48°50 inches. Abnormally dry 
weather was experienced throughout the Island in the month of 
December. 


The mean monthly temperature recorded in the shade at the 
Botanic Station in Castries was 78°2 F. The maximum shade temper- 
ature of 89°5 F. was recorded on May 19th and September 4th, and 
the minimum of 62 F. on February 19th. 


The mean monthly corrected readings of the barometer ranged 
between 29°932 inches, in November, and 30°098, in March. The mean 
annual pressure was 30°015 inches. 





VIII.—POSTAL AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


The fortnightly intercolonial mail service performed under contract 
by the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company’s steamers was regularly 
carried out during the year, and the steamers of the Compagnie 
Générale Transatlantique (which touch at Castries going and coming 
en route between French Guiana and the northern French Colonies), 
also paid their usual visits, as did the vessels of the Quebec Line 
(which call on their passage to and from New York), and of the Danish 
East Asiatic Company. The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company’s 
service, under contract with the Canadian Government, between 
Canada and the West Indies commenced in November, 1913, and 
was regularly carried out from that date. This service provides for 
a monthly call at St. Lucia of the steamers going to and coming from 
Canada. 


The total revenue of the Post Office was £1,939, and the total 
expenditure £2,263. 
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The principal postal statistics for the last two years are as follows :— 


1912-13. 1913-14, 
Letters and Postcards :— 


Sent oe ‘ e is 105,753 109,986 
Received ae 105,422 100,627 
Inland : Sent and Received Ss 94,148 92,690 
Parcels despatched . a 544 609 
»  Yeceived .. a 3,278 3,975 
British Postal Orders issued Ae 4,729 5,813 
ES Uta oo) value . £2,643 £3,013 

- & » paid ah 1,097 1,181 

“ . » value Ms £536 £584 
Money Orders issued vA he £4,536 £4,393 
‘ » paid .. oe a £3,868 £4,020 


There is regular and daily postal communication under local contract 
between Castries and the leeward coast towns and villages, the service 
being carried out by the Royal Mail Company’s coasting steamer. 
On the windward side of the Island communication by post is over- 
land and is made twice a week only. 


All towns and villages in the Island are connected by telephone 
with Castries. There were 212 miles of line in operation during the 
year, and the subscribers numbered 144 at the end of the year. The 
number of messages delivered was 137, and 814 threepenny tickets 
were sold to non-subscribers using public telephones. The revenue 
amounted to £899, and the expenditure to £421. 





IX.—GENERAL REMARKS. 


Sir James Hayes Sadler, K.C.M.G., C.B., Governor of the Windward 
Islands, visited the Colony from the 15th to the 19th January and 
again from the 26th February to the 15th March, 1914. 


Mr. E. J. Cameron, C.M.G., who had been Administrator of the 
Colony since April, 1909, was appointed to be Governor of the Gambia, 
and left St. Lucia for England on the 15th February, 1914. 

Mr. W. Douglas Young, C.M.G., the Administrator of Dominica, 
succeeded Mr. Cameron as Administrator of St. Lucia and arrived in 
the Colony on the 26th March, 1914. 

From the date of Mr. Cameron’s departure until Mr. Young’s 
arrival I acted as Administrator, except during the period of the 
Governov’s visit in February-March, when I acted as Colonial Secretary. 

The usual sketch map of the Island is appended. 


Antuony Ds FReiras, 


Acting Administrator. 
St. Lucia, 
28th November, 1914. 
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REPORT ON THE STRAITS SETTLEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR 1913. 


FINANCIAL. 


The revenue for the year 1913 amounted to $12,397,747, 
(exceeding the estimate by $1,507,379), whilst the expenditure 
was $10,468,618 (which is less than the estimate by $549,496). 


The actual figures for 


the following statements :— 


A.—REVENUE. 


1912 and 1913 are shown in 











1912. 1913. Increase. Decrease. 
$ $ $ $ 
1. Port, Harbour, Wharf 
and Light Dues see 257,360 133,544 aoe 123,816 (a) 
2. Licences, Excise and In- 
ternal Revenue not 
otherwise classified ... 9,920,134 9,487,388 oe 432,746 (b) 
3. Fees of Court or Office, 
Payments for Specific 
Services, and Reim- 
bursements in Aid 611,862 631,915 20,053 
4. Post and Telegraphs 657,131 748,803 91,672 ove 
5. Government Railway 150,217 aos an 150,217 (c) 
6. Rents of Govt. Property 595,999 639,142 43,143 on 
7. Interest $50 359,444 444,852 85,408 oo 
8. Miscellaneous Receipts ... 129,429 115,679 13,750 
$12,681,576 12,201,323 240,276 720,529 
9. Land Sales ... 231,001 196,424 aes 34,577 
TOTAL ... $12,912,577 12,397,747 240,276 755,106 
Net decrease $514,830 





(a) Due to abolition of certain light dues. 


(b) Decreased consumption of chandu. 


(c) Sale of the railway to the Federated Malay States Government. 


ah wn 


. Botanical Gardens 
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B.—EXPENDITURE. 


. Charge on account of the 


Public Debt 


. Pensions ae 
. Charitable Allowances ... 
. The Governor 

. Colonial Secretary, Resi- 


dent Councillor and 
Residents ae 
. Government Printing 
Office wee ae 
. Land and District Offices 
. Forests ae ae 
. Chinese and Indian 
Immigrants’ Protection 
. Treasury  ... bee 
. Audit on oe 
. Marine we on 
. Legal aes an 
. Police ase oe 
. Prisons one ae 
. Medical on ae 
. Hospitals and Dispen- 
saries .. new 
. Education ... ove 
. Ecclesiastical 
. Transport 


. Military Expehditure 

. Miscellaneous Services ... 
. Post Office ... on 
. Railway oae we 
. Government Monopolies 


and 
Museum ... wee 


. Public Works Department 
. Public Works, Recurrent 
. Public Works, 


Extra- 
ordinary ... ee 


TOTAL ... 





1912, 1913. Increase. Decrease. 
$ $ $ $ 
533,155 * 90,550 + 442,605 

406,979 442,114 35,135 wee 
11,505 10,390 1,115 
87,247 87,175 72 

135,389 147,113 11,724 a 
73,846 83,895 10,049 a 

219,452 232,237 12,785 ae 
-32,242 30,208 2,034 

104,260 82,730 ae 21,530 
92,925 95,613 2,688 
49,692 49,872 180 

330,510 376,974 46,464 oe 

376,815 389,616 12,801 Re 

867,925 911,316 43,391 

227,769 238,380 10,611 

221,735 252,370 30,635 

365,763 365,746 aes 17 

270,786 304,879 34,093 
19,032 19,583 551 “ 
14,687 24,328 9,641 

1,973,391 2,657,836 684,445 “ 

647,321 965,103 317,782 

467,612 596,531 128,919 wae 
65,352 ae 65,352 

393,572 391,865 1,707 
48,769 52,461 3,692 os 

321,314 321,532 218 ane 

226,358 217,615 8,743 
709,699 1,030,586 320,887 ase 

$9,295,102 10,468,618 1,716,691 543,175 





Net increase 


$1,173,516 
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The expenditure upon personal emoluments ($3,612,435) 
and “ other charges” ($2,382,763) shows a decided increase upon 
the expenditure for the preceding year when the figures were 
$3,421,622, and $1,997,706 respectively. 


The following statement shows how both the revenue and 
the expenditure of the Colony have increased in the last five 
years :— 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
$ $ 
1909 ear 8,795,001 8,542,731 
1910 ae 9,336,328 7,532,242 
1911 we 11,409,221 9,085,389 
1912 vee AZ OLZ 3/7 9,295,102 
1913 sie, 233975747. 10,468,618 


The Assets and Liabilities of the Colony on the 31st 
December, 1913, were as follows :— 


Liabilities. ° Assets. 

$ : $ 
Deposits ase os 2,140,923 Indian Agency Account ... 313,399 
Suspense ae oes 611,557 Investments... «++ 5,979,749 
Drafts and Remittances ... 10,312 Advances on ase 358,535 
Excess of Assets over Loans to Municipalities ... 304,060 
Liabilities «+ 12,809,749 : Imprests fo a 11,895 
Loan Account ... wee 4,724,653 
Cash in Transit on 5,248 
Cash oe «+ 3,875,002 
ToTaL ... $15,572,541 TOTAL... $15,572,541 


The credit balance of the Colony increased during the year 
by $1,929,129. 


The principal excesses of revenue over the Estimates were 
in respect of Opium Revenue ($1,155,895), Liquors ($246,262), 
Interest ($102,472), Postage Stamps (341,344), Premia on Grants 
($133,174), and Land Rents ($60,960). The principal excesses 
of expenditure were upon Military Expenditure ($608,449) and 
Miscellaneous Services ($419,311). The principal savings were 
in respect of Public Works Extraordinary $980,912 (which is 
not a matter for satisfaction) and the charge on account of the 
Public Debt $114,950. if 
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PUBLIC DEBT. 


The indebtedness of the Colony is in respect of the loan 
raised by the issue of 3} per cent Straits Settlements Inscribed 
Stock under the provisions of Ordinance IV of 1907, and its 
amount on the 3lst December, 1913, was £6,913,352, of which 
the equivalent in local currency is $68,491,819. 


Outstanding debentures amounting to £500 were paid off 
during the year. 


The expenditure upon the services in respect of which the 
loan was raised stands as follows :— 





$ 
Singapore Harbour Board vee 44,807,318 
Penang Harbour Board Sa 2,595,367 
Municipal Commissioners, Singapore 4,484,460 
Municipal Commissioners, Penang ... 1,250,000 
Government Harbour Works «11,966,465 
65,103,610 


Expenses of issue less interest received 3,388,209 


Total ... $68,491,819 


The charge on account of interest on the public debt was 
$2,074,293 in 1913. The great portion of this charge is, however, 
borne by the Singapore Harbour Board and other bodies to whom 
portions of the loan have been allotted, and the actual sum paid 
by the Colonial Government itself was $90,550 only. 


EXCHANGE. 


The demand rate (Bank opening rates only) ranged during 
the year between 2/4 3%; and 2/3 34. It was, however, only quoted 
below par on two days during the year (30th and 31st July) and 
other quotations show that par was obtainable on those days. 


CURRENCY. 


The currency of the Colony in circulation, exclusive 
of subsidiary coins, consisted of $43,222,548 in Government 
currency notes, $230,277 in bank notes issued by the Hong 
Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation and the Chartered 
Bank of India, Australia and China, and $6,604,013 in dollars 
and half-doHars. 
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The total cost of the investments (including depreciation 
fund) held by the Currency Commissioners against the Govern- 
ment Currency Notes in circulation on the 31st December, 1913, 
was $22,162,935 and the market value of the securities on the 
same date was $18,441,550. The coin reserve held by the 
Commissioners amounted to £57,450 in gold and $12,402,859 in 
legal tender silver in Singapore and £1,285,376 in London. 


The total withdrawals from circulation of old subsidiary 
coin represented at the end of the year a sum of $3,624,353. 
Coins to the value of $2,071,353 were sent to Bombay to be 
reminted into new subsidiary coin and $1,553,000 were sent to 
the Crown Agents for sale as bullion. The greater part of 
the reminting of the new subsidiary coin was completed in March, 
1913, but one subsequent shipment of $32,000 worth of old 
subsidiary coin of 800 fineness was sent in October, 1913 to 
Bombay for reminting into new subsidiary coin of 600 fineness. 
The reminting of this last shipment had not been completed at 
the end of the year. The total amount received from the mint 
up to 31st December was $2,373,817 and the profit on the 
coinage amounting to $501,381 of which $450,000 has been 
duly credited to the Gold Standard Reserve Fund. The balance 
will be so credited when the last transaction is completed. 


The cancellation and destruction of notes is in a very back- 
ward state, and more attention must be given to this important 
part of the duties of the Currency Commissioners. No less than 
2,915,776 cancelled notes were in the hands of the Commissioners 
at the end of the year awaiting sorting, and the various processes 
connected therewith, prior to destruction. The number of soiled 
notes in circulation is another matter to which greater attention 
is being given. 





TRADE, 


Although the totals both of imports and exports show 
increases, the year cannot be said to have been a good one for the 
trade of the Colony. During the first half of the year, the 
demand for goods both in the import and export departments 
was fair, but afterwards a heavy fall took place in the price of 
rubber, and the prices of tin and produce generally declined, 
and the depression in the exports reacted unfavourably upon the 
import trade. 

Compared with 1912, foreign imports of merchandise 
advanced by 3°6 million pounds sterling or 7°1 per cent and 
exports by 1:9 million or 4°5 per cent. : 

In imports there was a general increase in the quantities of 
manufactured goods. 

In exports, the quantities were practically the same—with 
the exception of tin and rubber—but the values with the exception 
of that of copra, were lower. 
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The following figures show the value of the foreign trade of 
the Colony in thousands of pounds sterling :— , 


7912. 1913. Increase. Decrease. 





£ £ £ £ 
Merchandise— 
Imports ... 49,982 53,559 3,577 
Exports ... 41,620 43,510 1,890 
Coin and Bullion— 
Imports ... 2,523 2,926 403 ae 
Exports... 2,145 1,865 a 280 


The value of the inter-port trade including treasure was in 
thousands of pounds sterling :— 


7912, 1913. Increase. 


is £ £ 
Imports... rer 3,208 3,230 22 
Exports ... os 3,149 3,189 40 


The aggregate gross trade was therefore £108°3 million 
pounds, an increase of £56 million, compared with 1912 or 
5°5 per cent. 


TRADE WITH BRITISH AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


The trade including coin and bullion with the United 
Kingdom, British Possessions and Protectorates, and Foreign 
Countries, respectively, is given below in millions of dollars :— 


Imports. Exports. 


Raa Nae ia 


71912. 1913. 1912. 1913. 





$ 
United Kingdom coe 46°7 52°9 85°4 92°1 
British Possessions and 
Protectorates w. 2318 2352 1201 121°0 


Foreign Countries .. 1715 1960 1696 175°8 
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The following statement shows the position of the Colony 
as a market for British and European foreign goods since 1896 
in thousands of pounds sterling :— 


1896 1907 1906 
to to to 
1900. 71905. 71910. 1977. 1912, 1913. 





& £ & & & & 





From United Kingdom See 2,981 3,752 4,012 4,694 5,380 6,064 
+ Continent of Europe 

and United States 1,553 2,314 2,208 2,415 3,144 3,679 

British Excess ... 1,428 1,438 1,804 2,279 2,236 2,385 





1896 1907 1906 
to to to 
. 7900. 1905. 1970. 1911. 1912, 1913, 





Percentages of Total. £ £ £ £ £ £ 


United Kingdom ... 65°7 619 64°5 66 63°1 62°2 
Continent of Europe and United 
States re ae) OS: 38°1 35°5 34 36°9 37°8 


The articles which gave the largest increased values from 
the United Kingdom were hardware and ironware including 
cooking utensils, sarongs, slendangs and kains, cigars and cigar- 
ettes, steel, paper and stationery, silk piece goods, telegraph and 
telephone materials, machinery including electrical goods, cycles, 
motor cars and accessories, malt liquors, tin plates and india 
rubber goods. 


The articles showing declines in values from the United 
Kingdom were apparel, hosiery and millinery, hats and caps, 
fancy goods, toys and sporting materials, lamps and lampware, 
cabinetware and linen cloth. 


Imports from the Continent show advances from all countries. 
The increases were chiefly as follows :— 


Austria, in apparel, hosiery and millinery and yarns; 

Belgium, in glass and glassware, nails, paints, steel, cotton 
piece goods and perfumery; 

Denmark, in butter and cheese, cement, and beer and ale; 

France, in brandy, umbrellas and silk piece goods ; 

Italy, in milk, clocks and watches, cotton piece goods, 
hats and caps, and yarns; 

Germany, in earthenware and crockery, hardware, 
ironware and cooking utensils, musical instruments, 


beer and ale, lamps and lampware, and india 
rubber goods ; 
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Holland, in cotton piece goods, butter and cheese, 
earthenware and crockery, milk, sarongs and 
slendangs, hardware, ironware and cooking utensils, 
cigars and cigarettes, synthetic indigo and 
chemicals ; x 

Norway, in milk. 

The principal decreases were in apparel, hosiery and millinery 
and linen cloth from the United Kingdom; cotton piece goods, 
hardware, ironware and cooking utensils from Austria; hardware, 
ironware and cooking utensils from Belgium; and glass and 
glassware and cotton piece goods from Germany. 


From the United States import values advanced by over 
half a million dollars, principally in cigars and cigarettes and 
cycles, motor cars and accessories. Petroleum and lubricating 
oil show decreases. 

The total increase of exports to the United Kingdom is 
accounted for by advances in such articles as tin, black and 
white pepper, copra, gutta-percha, preserved pineapples and 
Para rubber, but large decreases took place in sago, tapioca and 
india rubber. 

Of exports to the Continent tin, black and white pepper and 
copra advanced, declines being apparent in gambier, sago, Borneo 
rubber, Para rubber and phosphate of lime. 

Exports to the United States advanced in values of rattans, 
gutta-percha and Para rubber, but fell in values of tin, gambier, 
black and white pepper, jelutong rubber and Borneo rubber. 


Import values from Australia and New Zealand, Japan, 
Siam and Siamese States, Federated Malay States, Netherlands 
India, Hongkong and China, French Indo-China, Johore, Kelan- 
tan, Trengganu, and Kedah advanced, but there were decreases in 
the total values from British India and Burma, British North 
Borneo, and Sarawak. 


There was a rise in the total value of exports to British India 
and Burma, Japan, Federated Malay States, Netherlands India, 
Hongkong and China, French Indo-China, and Johore, Kelantan, 
Trengganu and Kedah, but exports to Australia and New Zealand, 
Siam and Siamese States, and British North Borneo and 
Sarawak fell off. 


BANKRUPTCY. 


In the first half of the year, trade conditions continued to be 
as prosperous as in the preceding year. They declined rapidly 
towards the end of the year, and the failure of the Kwong Yik 
Bank, which closed its doors on the 19th November, and is now in 
liquidation under the supervision of the Court, brought several 
bankruptcies in its train. The estimated loss by bankruptcies 
was $1,244,209 in Singapore and $52,950 in Penang. 
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The number of bankruptcies was not great, nor the amount 
involved large, but at the close of the year the Chinese market 
generally was in a more than uneasy condition. 


AGRICULTURE. 


One of the most notable events of the year was the collapse 
of the price of rubber, which fell from 4s. 8d. for fine plantation 
para in London to 2s. 3d. With the enormous increase in the 
production of this commodity throughout the world it was impos- 
sible for a high price to be maintained, but the suddenness of the 
fall and its arrival so much earlier than had been anticipated, 
may be attributed to certain causes subsidiary to that of over- 
production. Of these the first in time was the stagnation of certain 
trades in Germany, Austria and neighbouring countries consequent 
on the Italy-Turkish War and the wars in the Balkans, but the 
most important was the uncertainty with regard to the American 
tariffs, on account of which American importers, hitherto by far 
the largest buyers, have been unable to purchase largely in 
advance. The combined effect was the oversupply of the 
British and Continental markets. With the reduction of the 
American tariffs a largely increased consumption by America 
may again be expected but the continual increase of production 
precludes the hope of any large recovery in price; in fact it is 
probable that the price is now practically established. A revival 
must in any case be preceded by an improvement in the general 
financial situation throughout the world. With the fall in price 
came the necessity for a reduction in estate expenditure. The 
cost of production naturally diminishes as the trees mature, but 
many economies have in addition been found possible. In 
Malacca on the motion of the Malacca Planters’ Association 
wages were reduced without friction, thus satisfactorily proving 
that the supply of labour is adequate. Many estates are using 
disc-harrows drawn by draught animals as cheaper than manual 
labour, and one estate is using steam ploughs. 


Though the inflated dividends of previous years are gone for 
ever, reasonable profits can be expected, and the only really 
unsatisfactory feature of the situation is that the market still 
considers average plantation rubber to be inferior to fine hard 
Para. Certain known marks, however, have been sold at the 
same price as Para, and if standardization can be effected it is to 
be hoped that producers of other marks, at present less known, 
will share in the enhanced price that recognized quality can 
command. 


The planting of fresh land in rubber continues in every 
Settlement of the Colony, and shows that the planters still retain 
their confidence. The area under rubber cultivation in Malacca 
is 117,200 acres. 
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Catch crops under’ rubber are being abandoned generally. 
The result is an enormous diminution in the output of tapioca. 
The area under this crop has dropped from 16,643 acres in 1912 
to 7,353 acres in 1913. 


Along with the decrease of tapioca, there has been a corre- 
spondingly large diminution in pig raising. It was, and still is, 
the custom for squatters to rear pigs under the Chinese-owned 
coconut palms fattening them on the ampas or refuse of 
tapioca manufacture. In past years the pigs so raised met the 
whole demand of Malacca and were sent to the Federated Malay 
States in large numbers. Now, however, the export has almost 
ceased; and to fatten the supply for local demand an import of 
the refuse is required. 


The rice harvest was fair in Province Wellesley, and bad in 
Penang and Malacca. In Malacca, not only was the season 
unfavourable to the growing crops, but there was a smaller area 
than usual under cultivation owing to the attractions offered by 
fairly high pay and moderately easy work upon the rubber 
estates. 


Coconut estates in Singapore have largely failed to attain 
their estimates. In some cases this has been due to inflated 
expectations and a want of knowledge of the nature and yielding 
power of the trees on the estate, and in others to want of 
attention to the trees. This has especially been the case where 
there have been joint interests in rubber and coconuts. 


Some large estates in the Dindings are, however, said to be 
doing well. 


Coconut pests were troublesome in Singapore. ‘There was an 
increase of the Palm weevil in the centre of the island, and a serious 
outbreak of the moth Brachartona catoxantha in the east of the 
island, which will affect the crop of nuts in 1914. 


The cultivation of gambier is rapidly decreasing, and indigo 
cultivation has practically disappeared. 


The plague of locusts which has been afflicting the 
Federated Malay States appeared in Malacca during the year. 
Its presence is as yet confined to the vicinity of the Negri 
Sembilan boundary. 


ALIENATION OF LAND. 


The area of Crown Land alienated, and the number of 
Statutory Grants issued during the last five years together with 
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the amount of premia paid in respect of the same, are shown in the 
following table :— 


SINGAPORE. 
7909. 71910. 1911, 71912. 1913. 
AJR. P, ALR. P. ADR. P. AL RL PL OAL. RPL 
Area granted ... 338 2 14 4,542 1 30 4,944 3 02 1,275 0 12 1,374 3 O1 
sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. 
45,514 22,956 206,010 59,242 51,517 


Number of Sta- 
tutory Grants 
issued ove 33 100 127 68 91 


Premia paid ... $13,202.90 $154,506.77 $148,222.79 $69,821.25 $83,734.70 





PENANG. 
1909. 1910. 1911. 1912. 1913. 
A. RP. ALR. P. A. R. P. ALR. P. ALR. P. 
Area granted .... 723 1 05 4,004 1 06 2,764 0 04 2,962 3 38 928 3 05 
sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. 
7,535 76,423 409,787 9,249 21,792 
Number of Sta- 
tutory Grants 
issued ae 102 129 169 79 98 
Premia paid ... $4,890.75 $16,275.97 $14,310.19 $18,567.75 $31,058.25 
MALACCA. 
1909. 1910. 1917. 1912, 1913. 
A. R. PL AL RL P. ALR. P. ALR. P. ALR. P. 


Area granted ... 4,025 1 21 2,716 0 37 1,789 0 11 6,074 3 27 11,427 3 03 


sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft. 
22,440 43,328 31,762 25,991 
Number of Sta- 
tutory Grants 
issued ase *270 266 212 465 552 


Premia paid... $42,895.40 $114,553.50 $105,485 $95,631.45 $104,836.53 
SHIPPING. 


The total tonnage of merchant vessels arriving and departing 
was 27,124,789 as compared with 25,985,526 in 1912. Fuller 
particulars will be found in the appended comparative table. 





* 265 Statutory Grants, 4 Mining Leases and one Freehold Grant. 
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From the above table it will be seen that the following 
countries show an increased tonnage, entered and cleared, in 1913 
as compared with 1912:— 


Japan oe aoe .. 398,366 
Britain... es ... 306,736 
Holland ... se «.. 219,002 
Norway .. a ... 137,686 
France... 2a .. 125,796 
Germany ... sae w. -71,994 
Sarawak ... ne .. 37,039 
Denmark ... sale ... 37,648 
China ae as «. 34,456 
Austria... ae jax 84,551 
America ... be ce 4,894 
Sweden ... ec eat 1,464 


The following countries show a decrease :— 
Russia 128,640; Italy 99,120; Siam 26,239; Spain 6,370. 


In the last four years the combined arrivals and departures 
of merchant vessels have been as follows :— 


In 1910 ee ae 23,561,229 tons. 
1911 Pee 33 24,233,886 sy 
1912 Ane as 25,985,526 ¥s 
1913 sat mee 27,124,789 e 


In the small craft (steamers under 50 tons and native 
vessels) the combined arrivals and departures were 43,796 in 
number and 1,714,241 in tons as compared with 40,479 and 
1,535,201 respectively in 1912. 


Twelve new steamers with a tonnage of 661 tons gross and 
50 sailing vessels of 5,179 tons were registered during the year 
under the Imperial Shipping Acts. Under the “ Merchant Ship- 
ping Ordinance 1910,” nineteen new sailing vessels of 1,989 tons 
were licensed under section 425, and 888 vessels of 11,419 tons 
were under section 428. 


LEGISLATION. 


During the year 1913 eighteen Ordinances were passed, 
eight being amending and ten principal Ordinances. 
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Of the principal Ordinances the most important are :— 


(1) The Municipal Ordinance, which is referred to in the 
part of this report dealing with Municipalities. 


(2) The Arms and Explosives Ordinance, which consolidates 
and amends the existing law dealing with fire-arms and explo- 
sives formerly contained in nine different Ordinances. 


(3) The Infectious Diseases Ordinance, a temporary measure 
dealing with cases of infectious diseases, pending the introduc- 
tion of a comprehensive Public Health Ordinance. 


(4) The Federated Malay States Export Duties Collection 
Ordinance, the object of which is to enable export duties payable 
to the Government of the Federated Malay States on goods and 
baggage carried into the Colony on the Federated Malay States 
and Johore State Railways to be collected in the Colony. 


(5) The Tobacco Revenue (Labuan) Ordinance, which was 
passed to abolish the system previously in force of farming out 
the collection of duty on tobacco and to provide for the collection 
being done by the Government. 


The only important amending Ordinance is the one which 
amends the Estate Labourers (Protection of Health) Ordinance 
1911, and empowers the Governor in Council with the approval 
of the Legislature to erect central estate hospitals in suitable 
areas for the treatment of estate labourers. 


EDUCATION. 

The expenditure on the eight Government English Schools 
was $100,058, on 34 Aided Schools (English, Anglo-Tamil, 
Tamil and Chinese) $124,672, and on the 186 Government 
Vernacular Schools, $111,482. 

The Malacca Training College for Malay Teachers continued 
to do good work. Its cost, during the year under review, was 
$13,706. 

The numbers in Secondary Classes show a small increase 
over the figures for 1912. 

The Normal Classes continued their work during the year. 
Twenty-one Normal Certificates were issued. 


POLICE. 


The total strength of the force at the end of the year was 
2,646, which was distributed as follows:— 





Singapore and Christmas Island vee 1,225 
Penang, Province eee and Dindings 1,012 
Malacca a 316 
Labuan and Brunei se 93 


The authorized strength of the force i is 2,736. 
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Recruiting showed an improvement during the year especi- 
ally amongst the Malays. 

The wastage from the force is very heavy, and is far from 
satisfactory, amounting to no less than 465 men (of whom 159 
were dismissed, 66 deserted and 25 were pensioned). The number 
of recruits during the year was 582, nearly one-fifth of the total 
force; and it must be remembered that a man does not become 
available for police duties until he has left the recruit stage and 
emerged in the second class constable stage, a process, which 
according to his intelligence takes from six to twelve months. 


Discipline is improving. The weak spot is in the native 
non-commissioned officers, who with few exceptions, cannot 
keep to the middle path between laxity and undue severity. 


The health of the force was good. 


CRIME. 


There is a marked reduction in the number of serious 

’ offences reported to the police. The returns are murder, 22 (37) 

* reports—(the figures in brackets denote the corresponding number 
in the preceding year)—gang robbery 31 (49), robbery 164 (180), 
housebreaking 545 (567), and theft 2,315 (2,602). It must be 
remembered that these are returns of reports, of which many are 
later proved, upon investigation by the police, to be mistaken, 
imaginary, or false. 

The total number of arrests effected in the Colony during the 
year was 19,353, compared with 17,735 in 1912. The increase 
is in Singapore, where there have been many more arrests under 
the Minor Offences Ordinance. The Inspector-General of Police 
reports that ten years ago, when the population of the Colony 
was far smaller than it now is, the average number of arrests in a 
year was 23,000. 

Sixty-four persons, as against 74 in 1912, were tried before 
the Supreme Court. 

Three hundred and fifty-five persons were banished during 
the year. The great majority were habitual criminals. 


PRISONS. 


The daily average number of prisoners in the various prisons 
shows a marked reduction. It is seen in the following 


. statement :— 
7912. 1913. 
im, Criminal ... 770 713 
Singapore ET Civil Gs 4 95 66 
P } Criminal ... 208°99 163 
SREne Civil Hes 2927 24 
Criminal... .31'11 25 


Malacca --UCiyd 1) “13-93 6 
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The health of the prisoners was good, the number of deaths 
being twenty in Singapore, six in Penang and one in Malacca. 


VITAL STATISTICS. 


The number of births and deaths registered during the year 
was 19,964 and 29.950 respectively. The figures for the preced- 
ing year were 20,594 and 28,422. 


The estimated population of the Colony was 743,010. It 
was estimated at 728,635 in 1912, and ascertained in 1911 (the 
year of the Census) to be 711,951. 

The birth-rate has fallen from 28°26 to 26°87 per mille. 


The death-rate has also decreased, having fallen from 46°45 
in 1911, and 39°01 ia 1912, to 34°93 per mille in the year under 
review. 

The principal causes of death were malaria (2,878 cases), 
infantile convulsions (3,822), tuberculosis (2,544), beri-beri (1,657), 
and dysentery (1,016). Under all these heads, and especially 
under the head of malaria there is reduction in the numbers 
recorded in the preceding year. It has been shown however that 
the total number of deaths in 1913 exceeded those in 1912, and 
the reduction in the number of deaths from these diseases is perhaps 
to be ascribed partly to different diagnosis. Of the dangerous 
infectious diseases of the Colony, there were recorded 116 deaths 
from small-pox, 104 from cholera and one from plague. The 
corresponding figures in 1912 were 73, 121, and 37. 


IMMIGRATION. 
(I).—CHINESE. 


Immigrants arrived from China to the number of 240,979, 
a decrease of 4°2 per cent as compared with the figure for 1912 
and of 10°7 per cent as compared with that for 1911, the highest 
yet recorded. : 

Adult males formed 82 per cent and adult females 9 per cent 
of the immigrants. 

Immigration was affected by quarantine restrictions in 
Singapore during May and June. 

The following table shows the total number of Chinese 
Immigrants during the last five years :— 





Year. Men. Women. Boys. Girls. Total. 
1909 128,878 12,126 7,946 2,802 151,752 
1910 184,856 16,395 11,522 3,548 216,321 
1911 226,126 22,738 16,033 4,957 269,854 
1912 206,018 * 23,327 16,794 5,505 251,644 


1913 197,872 22,847 15,060 5,200 240,979 
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(II). —INDIAN. 


The number of immigrants from India during the year was 
118,583, the highest number ever recorded, exceeding the return 
for 1911, the previous record, by 10,112. 


The excess of immigrants over emigrants during the year 
amounts to 42,892 adults and 5,601 children. The corresponding 
figures in 1912 were 37,894 and 5,149, 

METEOROLOGICAL. 


The rainfall recorded was as follows :— 


Singapore ued ... 131°12 inches. 
Labuan an fe TAT3 0 % 
Penang aes sai 120205: +5; 
Province Wellesle 3, O61 3 
Malacca uy sacs PLS Sy 
Dindings oe oa OPE ay 


The mean temperature of the air throughout the year was 
82°. The maximum recorded was 97° (in Penang on March 13th) 
and the minimum 66° (in Province Wellesley on January 25th). 


POST AND TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT. 


The Insured Letter system was extended to Johore and 
Kedah. A parcel post service by German Mail to England was 
inaugurated on the Ist November; and arrangements were made 
for a direct parcel service by P. & O. Mail to Italy. 


The Penang—Kuala Muda trunk telephone line was extend- 
ed to Alor Star, the capital of the State of Kedah, and opened 
to traffic in April, 1913. 


Telegraph offices were opened at Tanjong Pagar and Keppel 
Harbour and Savings Bank branches at Labuan, Prai, and Seletar. 


The number of postal articles (excluding parcels) posted in 
the Colony was 9,147,653, an average of 12°81 per inhabitant. 
The number received for delivery was 7,983,199. The number 
of messages transmitted over the Government telegraph lines 
increased from 244,301 to 263,274, and the number of subscribers 
to the Government telephone exchanges from 561 to 645. 


The amount at the credit of the depositors in the 
Government Savings Bank on the 31st December, 1913, was 
$899,752, the highest sum on record. The average amount at 
the credit of each depositor was $160. There was a profit on the 
year’s working of $5,111. The present value of the investments 
is $894,858. 
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GOVERNMENT MONOPOLIES. 


As in previous years, the price of raw opium varied greatly, 
fluctuating between $850 and $1,765 per chest. 


During the year, 3,627 chests of opium (Indian and Persian) 
were cooked at the Factory, and gave a total yield of 4,585,474 
tahils of chandu, a decrease of 387,973 tahils compared with the 
preceding year. The greater part of this chandu was destined 
for the States of the Malay Peninsula, which obtain their supplies 
from the Factory. The amount sold in the Colony was 1,493,254 
tahils. 


The selling price of chandu was raised on the 22nd February 
from $5 to $6 per tahil (wholesale) and from $5.50 to $6.50 
(retail). 


Liquor and tobacco (the latter in Labuan only) produced a 
revenue of $1,630,578. 


During the year 422 cases were instituted in Singapore 
for offences against the Chandu and Liquors Ordinances and 
Deleterious Drugs Ordinances, 168 in Penang and 76 in Malacca. 


Seizures were made of 84 tahils of opium, 2,333 tahils of 
chandu, 200,285 grains of cocaine, 46,152 grains of morphia, and 
3,050 tahils of bhang: 


MUNICIPALITIES AND RURAL BOARDS. 


The “Municipal Ordinance 1913” effected important 
changes in the constitution and powers of the Municipal bodies 
in the Colony. It abolished the elective system, and substituted 
for it that of appointment by the Governor. It also gave power 
to the Governor, after a report to, and discussion in, the Legis- 
lative Council, to order the Commissioners to carry out any duty, 
in which they had failed. In addition to what may be described 
as the ordinary rates, it provided two special rates, one in respect 
of improvements in insanitary areas, and the other in respect of 
expenditure upon back-lane schemes. The borrowing powers of 
the Municipalities have also been revised. As a whole, the 
Ordinance has greatly improved the law relating to Munici- 
palities. 


The revenue of the three Municipalities amounted to 
$4,658,524, and their expenditure, excluding sums spent on 
Loan Works, to $4,940,248. The usual comparative statements 
of revenue and expenditure, and of the debts of the Boards, 
showing the provision made for repayment, appear below. 
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REVENUE. 
1909. 1910. 1917. 1912. 1913. 
$ $ $ $ $ 
Singapore... 2,448,179 2,512,507 2,555,478 3,062,526 3,202,551 
Penang i 1,002,472 1,103,587 1,206,244 + ~—-1,268,267 —-1,321,766 
Malacca oe 68,647 76,853 91,828 112,529 134,207 
TOTAL ... $3,519,298 3,692,947 3,853,550 4,443,322 4,658,524 
EXPENDITURE. 
1909. 1910. 1911. 1912. 19/3. 
$ $ $ $ $ 
Singapore... 2,191,299 2,446,041 2,527,579 3,197,526 3,498,277 
Penang «+ 1,026,676 1,116,307 1,150,693 1,255,757 1,306,566 
Malacca se 61,538 76,282 90,895 100,247 135,405 
ToraL ... $3,279,513 3,638,630 3,769,167 4,553,530 4,940,248 





The following return shows the revenue and expenditure of 
the Rural Boards, which carry out in areas outside Municipal 
limits such of the provisions of the Municipal Ordinance as are 
applicable to country districts :— 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
$ $ 
Singapore Island at. -S45370 160,602 
Penang Island ve? 362,813; 88,586 
Province Wellesley ... 229,765 186,829 
Dindings ... Bat 8,269 25,194 
Malacca... vax” 261,359 306,294 


The deficit in the revenue of the Rural Boards is made good 
by contributions from the Government. 


HARBOUR BOARDS. 
SINGAPORE. 


When the “ Ports Ordinance 1913” came into force on the 
Ast July, 1913, the Tanjong Pagar Dock Board was superseded in 
respect of the property in Singapore by the Singapore Harbour 
Board, and in respect of the property in Penang and Province 
Wellesley by the Penang Harbour Board. 


20 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


The revenue and expenditure of the Board at Singapore 
(first as the Tanjong Pagar Dock Board and latterly as the 
Singapore Harbour Board) for the five years 1908-1913, have 
been as follows :— 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
$ $ 
1908 we 5,822,811 4,271,715 
1909 .. 5,849,063 4,267,797 
“1910 is 5,896,156 4,328,184 
1911 | .. 5,740,965 4,074,669 
1912 .. 6,015,648 4,216,015 
1913 Be 6,091,296 4,070,912 


The capital debt due to Government stood at the end of 1913 
at $44,925,072 on which the Baard pays interest at 4 per cent. 


In addition to the above-mentioned capital the Board 
has expended on new works and other expenditure of a 
permanent nature a sum of $2,256,172 from reserve fund. 

. The following figures are taken from the wharf tonnage 
returns :— 





71909. 7910. 7911. 71912, 1913. 
Number of vessels ... 2,366 2,393 2,528 2,693 2,708 
Tonnage se 4,433,105 4,605,035 4,877,317 5,397,155 5,794,536 
Coal (inwards and 
outwards) «1,160,711 1,063,768 + =—1,084,974 1,200,545 = 1,338,495 
Cargo (inwards and 
outwards) eae 974,016 1,305,014 1,285,994 1,335,846 1,462,788 


Lagoon Wet Dock and Main Wharf Reconstruction. 
(Tanjong Pagar.) 


The questions at issue between the Dock Board and 
Messrs. John Aird & Company were settled early in the year, 
the total amount of money paid to the latter for permanent work 
executed and in settlement of all claims was £664,000; the whole 
of the contractors’ plant and effects of every description and their 
stocks of materials on the ground for permanent work remaining 
the property of the Board. 

During the year the new contractors, Messrs. Topham, 
Jones & Railton, Limited, continued to make very satisfactory 
progress with the works, and on the 21st June, the water was 
admitted to the Lagoon Dock. As soon as this operation, which 
took fourteen days, was completed, a start was made to remove 
the cofferdam and build the entrance walls, and by the end of 
the year work on these was well advanced. 
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During the latter half of the year the work of making the 
metalled roadways and quays, laying the railways and building 
the foundations for the godowns round the dock was put in hand 
and good progress was made, some of the godowns along the 
south wall being already erected by the end of the year. 

A total amount of £407,700 has been paid to Messrs. 
Topham, Jones & Railton, Limited, of which £155,200 was in 
respect of work carried out during the year 1913. 

The average number of men employed per diem on the works 
and at the quarries during the year was 1,775. 


New Graving Dock at Keppel Harbour. 


This work was successfully completed during the year, and 
the dock was officially opened by His Excellency the Governor 
Sir ARTHUR HENDERSON YOUNG, K.C.M.G., on the 26th 
August under the name of The King’s Dock. All outstanding 
questions with the various contractors have been satisfactorily 
settled, and the working of the dock and the machinery 
and equipment in connection with it have proved entirely 
satisfactory. 

PENANG. 


The capital debt of the Penang Harbour Board, fixed in 
accordance with the Ordinance, amounted at the end of 1913 to 
$3,036,911. 

During the year new coolie lines to accommodate 120 men 
were built at Prai, the new launch “Betty” was added to the 
fleet, four steam cranes were erected, two at Prai Wharf and 
two at Swettenham Pier, and a light railway was put down 
at Prai coal sites. 


SINGAPORE HARBOUR WORKS. 


During the year good progress was made in connection with 
the works. The north strengthening wall and 350 linear feet of 
the south strengthening wall were completed. The whole of the 
North Pier and 800 linear feet of the South Pier were practically 
completed and 560 linear feet of the latter were under construction. 
The dredging of the harbour outside the quay walls was practically 
completed and in the tidal basin dredging is in progress. During 
the year 243,273 tons of granite from Pulau Ubin were deposited 
on the mole. 

The average number of men employed at the end of the year 
was 330 Asiatics and 25 Europeans at Pulau Ubin Quarry and 
1,101 Asiatics and 43 Europeans at Telok Ayer Quay Wall and 
the Reclamation works. 

During the year £324,000 was paid to the Contractors. 
The total cost of the Harbour Works up to 31st December, 1913, 
amounted to £1,396,087. 
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PUBLIC WORKS. 


The total expenditure of the Public Works Department 
under all heads of service was $2,392,173, the highest on record. 


It was distributed as follows :— 


$ 
Singapore oe a ss 955,320 
Labuan i oy sey 733718 
Malacca es Res ve 594,885 
Penang and the Dindings ... 498,990 
Province Wellesley ee see = 209;260 


The works exceeding in $2,000 in cost, which were com- 
pleted during the year were 32 items in Singapore, 4 in Labuan, 
12 in Malacca, 15 in Penang and the Dindings and 2 in Province 
Wellesley. Among the more important works completed were 
the Pearl’s Hill School (at a cost of $58,596), the Singapore 
River Improvements ($39,987), a revetment wall to the Malacca 
reclamation ($24,999), the Kuruman Island light-house ($32,161), 
and the Penang Girls’ School ($43,564). 


Progress with items of expenditure exceeding $2,000 was 
made in respect of eleven items in Singapore, two in Malacca, 
one in Penang, and four in Province Wellesley. 


The principal works in hand are in Singapore, and are the 
new District Court, the additions to the Government Offices, the 
extension to the Printing Office, and the erection of concrete 
bank-walls alongside the Rochore Canal. 


The special expenditure upon metalling or re-metalling roads 
amounted to $160,535. Thirty-one miles of road were thus 
treated, at an average cost of $5,178 per mile. 


With the exception of the short extension of the Teluk 
Bahang road in Penang, no new road construction was under- 
taken. 


The annually recurrent expenditure upon road-maintenance 
was $550,285. 


The road system thus maintained comprises 552 miles of. . 
metalled road, 65 miles of gravelled road (45 miles in Malacca, and 
20 miles in the Dindings) and 752 miles of natural road (of which 
the greater part lies in Malacca and Province Wellesley). 


The cost of maintenance per mile varies from $1,161 in 
Singapore (where the roads are metalled, with the exception of 
34 miles of natural road) down to $153 in the Dindings where 
natural roads and gravelled roads form more than two-thirds of 
the road system. 
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The labour supply was ample, but the wages of skilled 
labour tend to rise. The price of building materials is increa- 
sing. 


GENERAL. 


The first half of the year was a fairly prosperous one for the 
Colony but the fall in the price of rubber re-acted unfavourably 
upon all the local trade conditions, and left them at the end 
of the year in a decidedly unfavourable position. The fall had 
been generally anticipated, though many planters were inclined to 
doubt it, founding their hopes upon increasing markets as com- 
pensation for increasing supplies. No one however expected that 
the fall would come so soon or be so rapid; and it was the upset 
of calculations in this respect that caused the general dislocation 
in the local circles. The estates are fitting themselves to the 
altered circumstances, which still leave ample room for reasonable 
profits, business is adjusting itself accordingly, and on the whole 
the Colony will be much the better for the shock which it 
received, and from which at the date of this report it is 
recovering. 


The Colony lost the services of a valuable officer by the 
retirement during the year of Mr. J. O. ANTHONISZ who had 
been Treasurer since 1908. He received the honour of aC.M.G., 
at the end of the year. 


W. GEORGE MAXWELL, 


Acting Colonial Secretary. 
1st September, 1914. 


Hosted by G O08 le 


COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 





ANNUAL. 
No. Colony, &e. Year. 
808 Sierra Leone .. a os os ae an 1913 
809 Bahamas 1913-1914 
810 Cayman Islands (Jamaica) 1912-1913 
811 Fiji a hi 1913 
812 Ashanti bs. 
813 Basutoland 1913-1914 
814 Hong Kong... ive 1913 
815 Bechuanaland Protectorate |. 1913-1914 
816 Imperial Institute .. es 1913 
817 Falkland Islands 25 
818 Malta .. 1913-1914 
819 Trinidad and Tobago... i ” 
820 Jamaica oe 
821 Northern Nigeria oe) 5? Ms, ae 1913 
822 Grenada ae ae Os se as a ee 
823 Zanzibar ue 5a 
824 Barbados 1913-1914 
825 Southern Nigeria Ss a Be iz 1913 
826 Mauritius a nA ass ae 2 Bee 6 
827 British Honduras és 2 ad 2 = a 
828 Colonial Survey Committee . ste 2 ae . ” 
829 Tonga Protectorate .. a oe +s ” 
830 Swaziland ts oie Se 3 me +. 1913-1914 
831 Uganda ar eA oe a5 a o ” 
832 Nyasaland sis 8 Ss os aa a ” 
833 British Guiana e 
834 Imperial Bureau of Entomology 1914 
835 St. Vincent .. Sc oe as ve -. 1913-1914 
836 St. Lucia ae Se oe es a ass ” 
837 Somaliland .. oe a oe BN oe ” 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony, &c. Subject. 

18 Weihaiwei 2 sie .. Census, 1911. 

79 Northern Nigeria .. fs .. Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 

1908-9. 

80 Nyasaland... ne ae . Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

81 Southern Nigeria . ve . Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

82 Imperial Institute .. ad . Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

83 Southern Nigeria .. 2 . Mineral Survey, 1910. 

84 West Indies .. . ° . Preservation of Ancient 

Monuments, &c. 

85 Southern Nigeria .. te .» Mineral Survey, 1911. 

86 Southern Nigeria a oe .+ Mineral Survey, 1912. 

87 Ceylon. . 7 a oe . Mineral Survey. 

88 Imperial Institute +! oe . Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 

89 Southern Nigeria .. nS . Mineral Survey, 1913. 
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DEC 15 1937 
No. 839. 


CAYMAN ISLANDS (JAMAICA). 


(For Report for 1912-13 see No. 810.) 


THE GOVERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


King’s House, 
Jamaica, 
12th February, 1915. 


Sir, : 
I have the honour’to transmit to you herewith a copy of the 
Blue Book of the Cayman Islands for the year 1913-14, together with 
a copy of the Commissioner’s report thereon. ; 


2. The satisfactory financial position of the Dependency has been 
remarked upon by the Commissioner and is evidence of the greater 
prosperity of the people, as well as of Mr. Robinson’s economical 
administration. 


3. You will observe that the Commissioner on the third page of his 
Report refers to the existence of “ bud-rot”’ disease in the Lesser 
Islands, which seriously threatens the coconut industry. This disease 
is reported to have first appeared in the Lesser Islands after the 
hurricane of November, 1912, and steps were immediately taken 
against it under Cayman Islands Law 4 of 1913. Specimens from 
diseased trees were also sent to Jamaica and the. Government Micro- 
biologist reported that there was evidence that “‘ bud-rot” was the 
cause. A copy of the Microbiologist’s report and of a lecture which 
he gave on Coconut Diseases, together with a copy of a letter from the 
Director of Agriculture containing recommendations for dealing with 
the outbreak, have been sent to the Commissioner, and I now await 
his report on the steps which he has subsequently taken in the matter. 


I have, &c., 


W. H. Mannine, 
Governor. 


The Right Honourable 
“Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 
&., &e, &eov 
(C143) Wt.36076/850. 1125 & 90. 4.15. B.&¥. Ltd. Gp. a2 
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FINANCE. 
GENERAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 
The following tables show the Revenue and Expenditure for the 


five years from 1909-10 to 1913-14, and the amounts under separate 
heads for the past two years :— 




















Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
1909-10 = ua £2,824 £3,282 
1910-11 P ne 2,779 2,716 
1911-12 2 es 3,795 2,700 
1912-13 ne re 3,397 3,105 
1913-14 a Ee 5,044 2,836 
Av.5 years .. ae £3,568 £2,928 

Revenue. 

Head of Revenue. 1912-13 1913-14 
Customs .. ae £1,622 £1,706 
Internal Revenue ae 359 372 
Port Dues : 5 22 29 
Payments for Specific | 

Services vs AY 44 83 
Post Office - : 1,247 2,750 
Revenue from Govern- 

ment ap aes oe 16 20 
Interest .. ws 83 80 
Miscellaneous .. oe 4 4 

Totals oe se £3,397 £5,044 

Expenditure. 

Head of Expenditure. 1912-13 1913-14 
Commissioner’s Dept. .. £779 £712 
Judicial Dept. .. Br 102 122 
Legislative Dept. e 23 23, 
Medical Dept. .. es 317 158 
Police and Prisons ES 257 344 
Charitable ee we 53 M7 
Education He Bs 155 127 
Registration .. a 13 ll 
Miscellaneous... As 202 160 
Post Office Dept. a 286 264 
Lighthouse Dept. # 16 22 
Public Works .. os 902 7176 


Totals a oe £3,105 £2,836 
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The revenue of the Cayman Islands for the financial year ended the 
30th September, 1914, has amounted to a sum total of £5,044 and the 
expenditure to £2,836, thus leaving a surplus of no less than £2,208 
towards the assets of the Dependency, which amount at the present 
time to £5,008, an increase of £1,911 during the year. 


The year under review has been the most prosperous in the annals 
of these islands. The revenue has shown an increase under each 
head of the Estimates, while the expenditure shows a considerable 
decrease in comparison with that of last year. Several circumstances 
have combined to bring about this gratifying result. The receipts 
derived from the Customs display unmistakable signs of moving upward, 
thus manifesting a corresponding advance, however slight, in the 
prosperity of the people. The Post Office receipts have also increased 
and the sale of postage stamps alone during the year has amounted to 
£2,630, while the absence of a Government Medical Officer, though a 
matter of much regret, has accounted in a great measure for the saving 
in expenditure. £776 has been expended on public works, of which 
sum £494 was applied to the maintenance and construction of roads 
and £282 to Government buildings and other purposes. 


With reference to the import duties, 5 per cent. ad valorem duty is 
imposed on all imported goods, together with an additional sum of 
six shillings—recently increased from four—per gallon on distilled 
spirits and one shilling and sixpence per gallon on all wines. It has 
also been found necessary to increase the duty on all bay rum imported 
into the Dependency and to place it on the same footing as wines, 
with a view to preventing as far as possible the use of that article 
as a beverage. 


The general prosperity of the Cayman Islands depends to a very 
large extent in the case of Grand Cayman on the price obtained from 
the sale of turtle. Contracts which hitherto have been entered into 
for one year with foreign buyers have been superseded during the last 
year by contracts in the majority of cases of five years’ duration to take 
effect from the Ist of January next. The contracts have been made 
by the representative of a company that contemplates establishing 
a turtle-canning factory in Grand Cayman. In the Lesser Islands 
coconuts form the staple industry, but, unfortunately, in spite of the 
most strenuous measures, the dreaded bud-rot disease still continues 
to make headway, a circumstance that gives rise to grave anxiety for 
the future of these islands. 


The Cayman Islands, though far removed from the immediate 
theatre of warlike operations, feels and will feel with ever increasing 
pressure the unfortunate effects caused by the outbreak of hostilities 
in Europe. The sale of postage stamps must of necessity considerably 
decrease, while works of public utility in the United States of America, 
the Spanish-American Republics, and Colon have been shut down, 
thus throwing out of employment a large number of Caymanians who 
are forced to seek for a means of subsistence in a foreign land. 
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Export Duty—There is an export duty of 1s. per 1,000 on coconuts, 
which realized £54 during the past year. There is no other export 
duty. 

ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


On the 30th September, 1914, the assets of the Dependency amounted 
to £5,008. 


The liabilities were £554 due to depositors in Government Savings 
Bank and £53 due to depositors in Treasury, making £607 in all. 





TRADE anp INDUSTRIES. 
Imports. 


The value of the imports from all countries has been in 


1909-10 ry a een aac! 
1910-11 i ee ee ree 26,232 
1911-12 Bie ake ate ee 28,444 
1912-13 PME hn es. ee 25,000 
1913-14 EA ent ee 33,000 


Average for five years, £27,306. 
Exports, 


The exports to all countries have amounted in value as follows :— 


£ 
1909-10... an ee 2; es -. 11,871 
1910-11... nie she aE a .. 10,992 
1911-12... ae aoe a EA -. 12,323 
1912-13... a5 ie oe a -. 10,000 
1913-14 By s .. 8,000 


Average for five years £10,537. 


It will be observed that there is a large difference between the 
value of imports and exports, which is due to several causes. Ship- 
building is one of the most important industries in these islands, 
and one in which a large number of people engage from time to time. 
Part of the materials used in the construction of vessels is imported 
from abroad and therefore included under the head of imports while, 
though a few are sold to foreigners, most of them are owned locally 
and do not appear as exports. The majority of the male inhabitants 
are forced to seek for a means of subsistence in the United States, 
Central American Republics, Cuba, Colon, and other places, and in so 
doing leave their relatives behind, to whom large sums are remitted. 
It is estimated that approximately £3,767 has been received by way. 
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of remittance duting the past year from wage earners abroad by 
people in Grand Cayman. This is exclusive of cash sent in by relatives, 
which amounts to a considerable sum. Schooners, when not engaged 
in the turtle fisheries, trade between various foreign countries and 
their earnings may be said to be a national asset. But by far the 
most important reasons for the disparity in value between exports 
and imports lies in the comparative isolation of Grand Cayman from 
the outside world, the want of reliable communication, the lack of 
capital to develop industries for which the soil is best fitted, and the 
entire absence of any initiative or enterprise on the part of the 
inhabitants, who scem in most cases to be quite content with theix lot 
and show no disposition or desize to ameliorate their condition in life. 


Negotiations were entered into with the Williams Shipping Agency 
of New York with a view to the establishment of direct steamship 
communication between America, Jamaica, and Georgetown, Grand 
Cayman. The negotiations have been brought to a successful issue, 
and the Company have decided to operate between the above-mentioned 
ports and the Isle of Pines, returning by the same route to New York. 
Such a line would be of the greatest possible advantage to the island, 
as nearly all the merchants obtain their supplies from New York, 
which could be brought direct from port to port, thus obviating the 
necessity of transhipment in Jamaica, with the additional benefit of 
less expense to them and the certainty of being able to estimate the 
arrival of goods with greater accuracy than at present obtains in the 
case of reliance on schooners and irregular communication between 
Georgetown and Jamaica. Owing to the outbreak of war the service 
has been temporarily postponed. It is hoped also that tourists in 
search of peace and quiet will be induced to visit the island, which, 
though possessing few attractions to offer, is yet entirely free of dust, 
with good sea-bathing in parts and wild duck shooting. 


SHIPPING. 
Georgetown, Grand Cayman, is a port of registry, having vessels 
with an aggregate tonnage of 2,784. The number of ships entered 
and cleared during the year 1913-14 is as follows :— 


166 entered. 
165 cleared. 





SAVINGS BANK. 


The Government Savings Bank, established in 1908, has proved 
of great use to those desirous of availing themselves of the opportunity 
offered for safe investment. The transactions for the financial year 
ended the 30th September, 1914, were :— 


Deposits £454. Withdrawals £136. 
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The balances due to depositors at the end of each year have been :— 


£ os. d. 
1911 ae ifs ae ay .. 26416 0 
1912 os ee a on .. 86412 7 
1913 ae ae a au .. 24513 4 
1914 a 58 ae ste .. 554 6 6 





POST OFFICE. 


The Post Office Department has since its establishment amply 
proved its usefulness and has contributed largely to the finances of 
the Dependency. For the last six years it has been the mainstay of 
these islands and has been responsible for nearly one half of the 
total revenue. 

Post Ofice Total Revenue. 





Year. Revenue. 
£ £ 

1909-10 .. ed a 769 2,824 
1910-11... a3 ik 784 2,779 
191i-12.... tg -. 1,640 3,795 
1912-13... oe .. 1,247 3,316 
1913-14... % .. 2,750 5,047 

Total .. £7,190 £17,761 








The sale of postage stamps to collectors forms a very appreciable 
item in its revenue. The inland postal service shows a steady and 
favourable increase in the amount of business transacted, while the 
large receipts in respect of the foreign mail are due to the number of 
Caymanians who have been compelled to seek a livelihood in the 
Canal Zone, Cuba, Central American Republics, and the United States, 


The following table is indicative of the amount of mails, inland 
and foreign, despatched and received for the two years :— 
Local Mails, Foreign Mails. 


Postal Packets. Postal Packets. 
Handled. Received. Despatched. 
1912-13... 20,600 35,000 20,600 
1913-14... 18,169 22,967 27,459 


Post OrFicE ORDERS. 


All money order business is transacted through Jamaica, the 
issue of orders in the Cayman Islands being at present confined to 
Georgetown, Grand Cayman, and Cayman Brac, 


‘Orders issued. Orders cashed. 


1912-138..0 .. 3,791 3,469 
1918-14... oye 3,311 3,768 
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JUDICIAL. 


There are two sittings of the Grand Court in each year, namely, 
in June and December. The Commissioner presides as judge. The 
court has an unlimited civil and criminal jurisdiction except in cases 
of capital felony—Jamaica Law 11 of 1911. Quarterly Petty Courts 
and Weekly Petty Sessions are held, in which two Justices sit. The 
former deal with smaller civil actions, and the latter take cognizance 
of minor offences. Cases of serious crime are few and isolated while 
the minor offences are generally the result of drink. In all cases in 
the Grand Court there is a right of appeal to the Jamaica Supreme 
Court and in the Petty Court to the Grand Court. 


The following is a return of the cases before the Courts in the last 
two years :— 


1912-13. 1913-14. 
Weekly Petty Sessions : 
Minor criminal offences... 45 11 
Quarterly Petty Courts : 
Minor civil actions .. ve 8 26 
Half-yearly Grand Court : 
Criminal cases a - 2 6 
Civil actions - Se 10 ll 
Judgment summonses a 6 I 
Totals ne 5 71 55 
LEGISLATIVE. 


The Legislative Assembly is styled “The Justices and Vestry ” 
and is composed of all the Justices of the Peace (thirteen in number) 
and 27 Vestrymen The Vestry meets by statute in September in 
each year to make provision for the next financial year, beginning on 
the 1st October, and otherwise when summoned for the despatch of 
business. Elections for the new Vestry were held in August. The 
question of a Constitution for the Cayman Islands differing materially 
from that which at present obtains is still under consideration and it 
is hoped soon to effect some diminution of the membership of the 
Vestry, whichis at present about one Vestryman for every 143 inhabi- 
tants, and the establishment of a local franchise, together with property 
and pecuniary qualifications for candidates, thus bringing the elections 
more in line with modern conditions. 


The following Laws were passed during the year 1914 :— 


Lights on Carriage Law ; 

Cinematograph Law ; 

Law to repeal Law 2 of 1883 and part of Law 1 of 1894. 
Cayman Islands Pension Law ; 

Auditors’ Law Amendment Law ; 

Pension Law Amendment Law. 
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_ PUBLIC WORKS. 


During the year under review the roads throughout the Dependency 
have been thoroughly cleaned and cleared, a process that requires to 
be annually resorted to owing to the continual rains and to the prolific 
growth of vegetation and weeds The sum of £300 is allotted yearly 
to the maintenance, and £200 to the construction, of roads. In recent 
years construction has taken the form of adding sections to already 
existing thooughfares, and nearly all the districts have participated 
in this expenditure. Batabano and Hirst Roads have received addi- 
tions, together with the road leading in to East End. 


Owing to the heavy rains and to the fact that the construction of 
roads lacks the adequate tools and appliances, such, for instance, as 
a steam roller, together with the expert knowledge on thoroughly 
modern lines necessary for scientific road construction, they do not 
stand the wear and tear of wheeled traffic as well as they perhaps 
might be expected to do, were only the above-mentioned requirements 
available, the expense of which the Dependency is not yet in a position 
to undertake. The roads, however,: possess one great advantage, 
and that is that they are entirely free of dust, the marl with which they 
are constructed being of a soft clinging nature that tends to harden 
after a time, and if only costly experiments could be indulged in they 
might well be made almost ideal throughout the Dependency. During 
the five years 1909-10 to 1913-14 the total expenditure on works has 
been £1,669, and that on roads £3,035. 





SHIPBUILDING. 


During the last financial year there were seven vessels, amounting 
in the aggregate to 1,128 tons, built in these islands and launched. 
Shipbuilding constitutes an important industry and one deserving 
of every encouragement. The Caymanians possess a natural aptitude 
for shipbuilding and if only more orders could be obtained from 
countries abroad, which perhaps know little or nothing of the native 
skill and workmanship, a very lucrative source of employment could 
be opened up. There are at present on the register 38 vessels, with 
a total tonnage of 2,784 tons. 


Many vessels built by the Caymanians and manned in great part by 
them are serving under the flags of Cuba and the American Republics. 


AGRICULTURE. 


A branch of the Jamaica Agricultural Society was established in 
Georgetown in 1903, but does not appear to be progressing as satis- 
factorily as such a movement deserves. There is always a lamentable 
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scarcity of ground provisions though Georgetown affords a ready market 
for their sale. The depredations of wild rabbits and crabs and to a small 
extent predial larceny, tend to discourage enterprise and individual 
industry. Eighteen pounds a year is voted for agricultural purposes, 
and for the granting of prizes at the Annual agricuitural Show by way 
of encouragement. Quarterly meetings of the Agricultural Society 
are held in January, April, July, and October. The larger portion of 
the land in Grand Cayman is devoted to the growing of guinea grass 
and the rearing of cattle and horses. There are in Grand Cayman 
about 2,000 head of cattle and about 250 horses. 


POPULATION. 


In June, 1911, a census of the Cayman Islands was taken, showing 
a total population of 5,564. Of these 2,322 are white, 2,211 are coloured, 
and 1,031 black. 3,087 were returned as able to read and write, 749 
as able to read only, and 1,728, including children, as illiterate. In 
religious denomination the people are mainly Presbyterian, 3,264 
being returned as such. There were 981 Baptists, all in the Lesser 
Islands, and 357 are returned as of the “Church of God.” During 
1914 there were 195 births, 99 males and 96 females. Of these 160 
were legitimate and 35 illegitimate. In the same period there were 
39 deaths, 21 males and 18 females. 


EDUCATION. 


The state of education in the Dependency is far from satisfactory, 
especially in the country districts. £250 a year is devoted to Education. 
The conditions obtaining at the present time do not offer any attractions 
to good and reliable teachers. In all “ registered ” schools each of the 
latter receives a capitation grant from the Government of 5s. a year 
for every pupil on his books, and a fee of 3d. up to the third standard, 
and 6d. from the fourth standard upwards in the case of destitute 
children. All parents and guardians pay a similar fee of 3d. and 6d. 
for the education of their children. While the Government grant is 
of great assistance to the teachers, yet they are largely dependent 
on the collection of fees from private individuals who cannot always 
be relied upon to pay, and in a large number of cases offer pay- 
ment in kind instead of cash. The result is that teachers, whether fit 
or unfit, must be tolerated or the schools must close, as in the case of 
North Side, Gun Bay, and East End, where children are growing up 
in ignorance. All children between the ages of six and fourteen years 
residing within two miles of a school are required to attend 75 per cent. 
of the sessions of the school every term. It is estimated that there are 
about one thousand and thirty children of school age in Grand Cayman. 
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There are many who attach no importance whatsoever to the education 
of their children and who do not consider even reading or writing 
as in any way essential to a child’s future welfare. A Bill having as 
its object the establishment of free and compulsory education, to which 
reference was madé in last year’s report, was submitted to the Justices 
and Vestry in March, but withdrawn owing to the previous rejection 
of the Tariff Bill, providing for the imposition of an additional 2} per 
cent. to the existing 5 per cent. ad valorem duty, the object of which 
was to defray the cost of the establishment and maintenance of the 
new system. 


There is every reason to believe that in the new Vestry—elections 
for which were held in August last—there is a decided majority in 
favour of free and compulsory education and the Tariff Bill; but 
owing to the outbreak of war and the consequent rise in the price 
of food stuffs, it was not considered desirable or politic to introduce 
the above measures in September. 





HOSPITAL. 


There is a small building kept for the purpose of isolating infectious 
diseases but it is not generally used. Government Medical Officers 
are appointed for the Lesser Islands and Grand Cayman, whose duty 
it is to visit all'the outlying districts. 





PRISONS. 


There are no prisons in the Dependency. |Prisoners sentenced to 
more than six months imprisonment are sent to Jamaica. There are 
three cells at Grand Cayman and one at Cayman Brac, which are 
used for the detention of those awaiting trial or sentenced to short 
terms. 


CRIME. 


There is very little crime and offences are generally of a. trivial 
nature and in most cases the result of excessive drinking. 


POLICE. 


The police force consists of an Inspector, five policemen, and one 
district constable. The Inspector also performs the duties of Tide 
Waiter and Visiting Officer, while the services of the police in, the 
country districts are utilized in the carriage of inland mails. 
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LIGHTHOUSES. 


There are three lights, one at Georgetown, one at Hast End, Grand 
Cayman, and the third at Stake Bay, Cayman Brac. They consist 
of large lanterns hoisted on masts about 75 feet high, and are visible 
from 10 to 12 miles out to sea. The lights of Georgetown and East 
End are of the same colour, namely white. It is hoped in the near 
future, to erect a flash light at one of the three dangerous points of 
Grand Cayman at a cost of £150, and as time goes on to add to their 
number. 


MOSQUITOS. 


The mosquito season begins in April and continues until September, 
when they begin to abate, and from November to February almost 
disappear. Householders adopt the method of lighting a smoke 
fire to ward off the attacks of these insects, which swarm in myriads 
and render life a torture to man and beast. A few houses are mosquito 
screened. There are fortunately very few of the anopheline or malaria- 
transmitting variety. Although these islands are practically immune 
from the recognised mosquito-borne diseases, as malaria, yellow 
fever, and filariasis, the mosquito is nevertheless seriously detrimental 
to the health in other respects, the conditions of anemia and general 
debility met with being attributed by the Government Medical Officer 
to the blood-sucking powers of these insects. 


Swamps are found in various places, but as these are below the level 
of the sea they could only be drained by a large expenditure of money. 
, So far as it is possible to ascertain the people generally seem to display 
@ more marked interest in hygiene, and, as this subject is taught in 
all the Government schools and particular importance attached to the 
subject, the rising generation may no doubt be taught to realize to 
the full the benefits to be derived from living in healthy surroundings. 





CLIMATE, 


The Cayman Islands are among the healthiest places in the world. 
There are no cases of illness attributable to climatic conditions. 
The weather is warm for the greater part of the year. The prevailing 
breeze is from the south-east from April until October, when the 
cool season begins with a change of the wind to the north and north- 
west in the early part of November. 
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The following table shows the average temperature :— 





| Morning. | Mid-day. | Evening. 





= im 
Hot months .. ut ee 83° | 89° | 86° 
i 
Cool months (Noy. to March) .. Ter) 80° | 74° 











COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 


the sources indicated on the title page :-— 


No. 
809 
810 
811 
812 
813 
814 
815 
816 
817 
818 
819 
820 
821 
822 
823 
824 
825 
826 
827 
828 
829 
830 
831 
832 
833 
834 
835 
836 
837 
838 


ANNUAL 
Colony, &e. 


Bahamas : 

Cayman Tslands (Jamaica) 
Fiji oe : te 
Ashanti 

Basutoland 

Hong Kong 


Bechuanaland Protectorate |. 


Imperial Institute .. 
Falkland Islands 
Malta .. 

Trinidad and Tobago. . 
Jamaica ze 
Northern Nigeria 
Grenada 

Zanzibar 

Barbados 

Southern ‘Nigeria 
Mauritius Ae . 
British Honduras . .. 
Colonial Survey Committee. 


Tongan Islands Protectorate — 


Swaziland os 
Uganda ot ae 
Nyasaland at 
British Guiana 


Imperial Bureau of Entomology 


St. Vincent 

St. Lucia 4 we 
Somaliland os a 
Straits Settlements 


Year. 





1913-1914 
1912-1913 
1913 


1913-1914 
1913 
1913-1914 
1913 


1913-1914 


” 


1913 


1913-1914 
TOs. 


” 


1913-1914 





1914 
1913-1914 


” 


” 
1913 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Colony, &c. 





Weihaiwei A 
Northern Nigeria 


Nyasaland 
Southern Nigeria 
Imperial Institute 
Southern Nigeria 
West Indies .. 


Southern Nigeria 
Southern Nigeria .. 


Ceylon.. oe és Be 
Imperial Institute .. o. 


Southern Nigeria .. 


Subject. 





Census, 1911. 

Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9, 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9, 

Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

Mineral Survey, 1910. 

Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, &c. 

Mineral Survey, 1911. 

Mineral Survey, 1912. 

Mineral Survey. 

Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 

Mineral Survey, 1913. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
ON THE 
EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE For 1913-14. 


I. FINANCIAL. 
(A) GENERAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE, 


Revenue. 


The actual revenue collected during the year amounted to £1,123,798, 
which is an excess of £151,836 over the estimate and an increase of 
£171,273 on the revenue of 1912-13, and is the highest figure yet 
reached. 


The progress of the Protectorate is shown by the following state- 
ment of the revenue for the last five years :— 


Percentage 
Year. £ increase. 
1909-10 a we hs 503,040 3°5 
1910-11... ie ot 609,586 21°0 
1911-12 24 Be ee 729,078 19°6 
1912-13 tH 2 6 952,525 30°6 
1913-14 Pe 3 .. 1,123,798 17-9 


Leaving out of account the revenue of Busoga Railway and Uganda 
Railway Marine (Busoga Section), every head of revenue, with the 
exception of Sale of Government Property, showed an increase both 
over the revenue of the previous year and the amount estimated. 


Customs Import Duties, of which a share amounting to £37,560 
was paid over to Uganda, realised £35,242 above the estimate, whilst 
Export Duties brought in a surplus of £6,955. Compared with the 
actual revenue of the previous year Import Duties increased by 13:1 
per cent. and Export Duties by 24°5 per cent. 


The revenue from Licences, Excise, and Internal Revenue was 
£26,404 above the estimate. 


The increase in land transactions caused a surplus of £5,080 in the 
receipts from Stamp Duties. 


As in previous years, the principal item was Native Hut and Poll 
Tax, which amounted to £171,770, a.e., a surplus of £11,282 over the 
estimate and an increase of £14,156 over the receipts of the previous 
year. This is an increase of 8:9 per cent. over 1912-13, in which year 
the increase was 7'8 per cent. compared with 1911-12. 

Non-native Poll Tax realised £1,731 above the estimate, and £1,304 
more than in the previous year, an increase of 13-1 per cent, which 
may be attributed partly to increased immigration and partly to 
improvements in the method of collection. 

The following tables show the receipts (1) from Native Hut and Poll 
Tax since the introduction of the Hut Tax in 1901 and of the Poll Tax 
in 1909-10 ; and (2) from Non-native Poll Tax since its introduction. 
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Fees of Court or Office, Payments for Specific Services, and Reim- 
bursements in Aid realised £5,110 more than estimated. Fees of 
Court exceeded the estimate by £2,536 due to the increase of legal 
work in Nairobi. 


School Fees realised only £525 against an estimate of £1,122, which 
was partly due to delay in opening the Central School at Eldoret and 
the Indian School at Mombasa, but was chiefly caused by the closing 
of the Nairobi schools for several months as a precautionary measure 
during an epidemic of cerebro-spinal fever. 


Survey Fees revenue showed a decrease of £125. 


Reimbursements by other Governments realised the exact sum 
estimated, £12,225, all the items being fixed contributions. 


The great increase of work in the Post and Telegraphs Department 
is evidenced by an excess of £10,649 over the estimated amount of 
£31,080. Sale of Stamps exceeded the estimate by £5,659, Money 
Order Commission by £1,067, Telegraph Revenue, East Africa Section, 
by £2,506, and Telephone Revenue by £732. 


The receipts from Government Railways were £546,174, showing a 
surplus of £46,174 over the estimate. 


The receipts from Busoga Railway and Uganda Railway Marine 
(Busoga Section) fell short of the amounts estimated by £14,566, 
which, so far as the East Africa Protectorate was concerned, was 
counterbalanced by savings to a similar extent. 


Rents of Government Property realised £29,144, a surplus of £3,140 
over the estimate. 


Rent of lands other than forest areas brought in £20,425, which, 
although £839 short of the estimate, was an increase of £3,477 on the 
previous year. 


The revenue from Interest amounted to £14,854, showing a surplus 
of £10,029 over the estimate. 


Interest. on funds invested by the Crown Agents and with the 
National Bank of India realised £8,331 more than estimated. Invest- 
ments and bank balances were largely augmented owing to increase 
of revenue and owing to the receipt in full of the £375,000 loan, the 
expenditure against which to the end of the year amounted to only 
£219,032. 


The income from the investments of the Note Guarantee Fund was 
underestimated by £1,678, which is partly counterbalanced by the cost 
of the new Currency buildings being less than anticipated. 


Miscellaneous receipts brought in £11,147, being a surplus of £5,647 
over the estimate. 


The principal item was the sale proceeds of confiscated ivory, which 
realised £5,019. 
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Sale of Government Property realised only £3,181, being a deficit 
of £1,159 on the estimate and a decrease ot £798 on the previous year. 
The sales of produce and live stock at the Government farms fell 
short of expectations. 


Land Sales realised £26,086, being a surplus of £18,126 over the 
estimate of £7,960. This was due to the great demand for land, both 
in townships and in the country, and to the introduction of the auction 
system. 2 : 


Financial Position on 31st March, 1914. 


The net excess of assets over liabilities on 31st March, 1914, was 
£316,480, excluding the unexpended portions of loans, as will be seen 
from Appendix II. This figure is arrived at as follows :— - 


Net assets on Ist April, 1913 at .. £308,581 

Revenue 1913-14 fs ..  £1,123,798 

Expenditure 1913-14. . ..  £1,115,899 

Excess of revenue over expenditure 7,899 
Balance ee axe .. £316,480 





Grant-in-Aid. 


In last year’s Financial Report it was stated that for the first time 
since the establishment of the Protectorate no grant in aid of general 
revenue was received, but that the sum of £23,500 was received from 
the Imperial Treasury as part of a second instalment of a special grant 
towards the cost of additional rolling stock to cope with the increased 
traffic connected with Lake Magadi. 


It may here be recorded that 1913-14 was the first year in which the 
Protectorate received no grant-in-aid, either general or special, and it 
may be of interest to observe that the total of the grants-in-aid received 
from the Imperial Treasury from the Ist of July, 1895, the date of 
the establishment of the Protectorate, to the 3lst of March, 1913, 
amounted to £2,843,383. 


Expenditure. 
The actual expenditure during the year £ 
amounted to... a. ue 1,115,899 
Against an original estimate of .. 1,010,637 
Showing an apparent excess of .. 105,262 


Sanction was obtained to expend £67,662 out of balances for services 
which were provided for but uncompleted in 1912-13. 


Sanction was further obtained to expend sums from surplus balances 
and increased revenue to the extent of £236,281, but against which 
the actual expenditure was only £74,158. 


8 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


(B) CuRRENCY. 


The total value of notes in circulation on 31st March, 1914, was 
Rs.43,39,000 as compared with Rs.45,65,000 on 31st March, 1913. 
This decrease may be regarded as temporary only and may be attributed 
to the banks finding it necessary to hold large stocks of coin to meet 
the demands for the payment of labour. It may be stated that after 
the close of the year 1913-14 the circulation rose to over Rs.46,00,000. 

The amount of subsidiary coinage in circulation rose during the 
year from Rs.14,33,912 to Rs.16,30,737, an increase of 13 per cent. 


(c) Loan ADVANCES. 


The Protectorate has been granted two loans by the Imperial 
Treasury :— 

(1) a loan of £250,000 for the purposes of improved railway communi- 
cation and harbours in the Protectorate, and the provision of a pipe- 
borne water supply for Mombasa ; 

(2) a loan of £375,000 for the purposes of improvements on the 
Uganda Railway and Lake Victoria ports, an additional cargo steamer 
and improvements in terminal facilities at Kilindini. 

The only advance received on account of the £250,000 loan up to 
31st March, 1914, was the instalment of £47,000, on 28th December, 
1911, while the expenditure up to the former date amounted to £126, 853, 
50 that the amount over- spent in anticipation of further advances 
(which have since been received) was £79,853. 

The whole amount of the £375,000 loan was received during 1912-13. 
The expenditure up to 31st March, 1914, was £219,032, leaving an 
unspent balance amounting to £155,968. 


II—TRADE AND SHIPPING. 
(a) TrapE. 


The gross receipts from the import and export duties during the 
year amounted to £223,359, made up as follows :— 


£ 
Ad valorem duties on merchandise . . KS 182,829 
Specific duty on distilled liquors... = 20,090 
Duties on domestic exports .. : as 15,956 
Duties on account of transit goods .. ey 4,484 
Total .. .. £223,359 


The total refunds during the year amounted to £27,162, apportioned 
as below :— 


£ 
(a) Refunds on account of transit goods .. 5,260 
(b) Drawbacks on goods reernonet a 20,514 
(c) Other refunds... an 1,388 





Total .. e: £27,162 
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Thus the net revenue from Customs duties reached the sum of 
£196,197, which establishes a record. Import duties amounted to 
£180,241, representing 92 per cent. of the total collection, whereas 
export duties brought in only £15,956, or 8 per cent. 

The net receipts show an increase of £42,197, or 27 per cent. over 
the estimate, and exceed the amount of the previous year by £24,112, 
or 14 percent. In addition to the import and export duties, the Customs 
Department collected other charges such as warehouse fees, cranage, 
transit, and re-export fees, which amounted to £9,654. 


Imports. 


The trade imports during the year under report show an increase 
of £339,594 and reached a total of £2,147,937. They thus for the first 
time exceed two millions. The values of imports include insurance, 
freight and landing charges. 

The increase over 1912-13 is one of 19 per cent., as against 45 per cent. 
in 1912-13 over 1911-12. 

The following is a statement showing the principal articles of 
merchandise imported into East Africa Protectorate during the year 
ended 31st March, 1914, and the percentage to the whole of manufac- 
tures and produce of the United Kingdom :— 


Percentage 
Value of ofthe United 
Total Imports Kingdom’s 
Articles. Value. from the sharetothe 


United _— total trade 
Kingdom. _ imports. 
£ 


£ 

Cotton piece goods .. 570,598 165,959 29 
Building materials = .. 134,148 75,986 57 
Grain and flour. . .. 130,092 839 - 
Provisions ae .. 128,307 62,921 49 
Machinery ‘ .. 104,708 83,613 80 
Vehicles and parts .. 93,268 68,515 73 
Sugar .. 61,806 1,718 3 
Spirits, including ale and 

beer... 57,866 33,737 59 
Haberdashery and wear- 

ing apparel : 51,264 29,564 58 
Implements, agricultural 47,717 19,442 41 
Tobacco, cigars and cigar- 

ettes - 45,531 17,362 38 
Iron and steel manufac- 

tures ‘ .. 44,800 23,190 51 
Hardware and cutlery . 39,870 16,037 40 
Brass and copper wire .. 35,625 17,060 50 
Cotton manufactures, un- 

enumerated .. 29,479 17,310 59 
Arms and ammunition.. 27,253 24,305 89 
Kerosene oil .. .. 23,312 52 - 
Coal be oe .. 19,521 7,589 39 
Beads .. a4 .. 15,944 240 1 


Soap... a -. 14,226 11,690 82 
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Appended are the figures of the gross amount of import duty collected 
in respect of the principal articles under the following headings 
during the last four years :— 














1913-14 | 1912-13 j 1oll-12 | 1910-11 
£ £ BN ae 

Cotton goods =e ae 57,060 52,233 39,472 | 26,114 
Grain oe -. | 12,708 11,386 | 10,090 | 7,917 
Building materials oo 13,392 12,387 5,224 | 4,017 
Provisions. . sf ..| 11,697 9,047 7,274 | 17,430 
Sugar : are 6,164 6,008 4,257 | 3,333 
Spirits and liqueurs oe 20,090 18,083 12,315 | 10,152 
Ale, beer, and wines «| 2,478 2,119 1,288 | 1,460 
Brass and copper wire .. 3,562 | 2,640 | 1,876 2,630 
Kerosene oil ay i 1,782 | 1,554 1,509, 1,441 
Tea = Ay ie 1,701 | 1,584 | 1,021 | 789 
Tobacco .. es ae 4,553 3,417 2,651 | 2,270 
All other sorts .. .. | 67,732 52,169 | 35,822 | 28,878 
a i i als \ 

Total .. (£202,919  |£172,627 \£122,799 , £96,431 











Cotton goods as usual head the list. They cepresent 26 per cent. 
of the total trade imports and their value amounted to £570,598 for 
a total quantity of 38,114,639 yards. The increase in value and 
quantity averages 9 per cent. and 11 per cent. respectively, as against 
32 per cent. in 1913 over 1912. The increase is comparatively small, 
but large stocks were held at the beginning of the year and there is no 
reason to fear any serious check in the steady expansion of trade in 
these goods. 

The imports of other varieties of cotton fabrics, such as bleached, 
dyed, and printed manufactures, amounted to £218,862, showing an 
increase of £46,379, or 27 per cent., over the preceding year. The 
increase of £46,379 in bleached goods as against £9,407 in unbleached 
goods tends to show that the demand for a superior quality of goods 
is on the increase. 

Imports of the following cotton textiles from different countries 
are given below :— 














| White Percent- 
Countries. (bleached)| Printed, | Dyed, Total, age of 
value. value. value. value. | the total. 
i \ 
i 
=a | t ~ 
i £ | £ £ £ 
United Kingdom ..| 71,335 | 16,140 59,806 | 147,281 | 67 % 
Holland... . 7,265 | 24,494 | 5,216 | 36,975 | 17 % 
Germany .. ah 1,056 | 4,917 |* 6,242 | 12,215 5% 
India oe ... 1,800 | 2819 | 7,679 | 12,298 6% 
5% 


All other countries... 2,192 | 234 | 7,667 | 10,093 | 
i i | i 





{ - { 
Total ..| £83,648 £48,604 | £86,610 lezis,se2 | — 
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It is satisfactory to note that, of the textiles referred to, imports 
from the United Kingdom represent 67 per cent. of the whole or 
relatively 11 per cent., or £50,966, more than the previous year, whereas 
Holland’s share fell from 20 per cent. in the preceding year to 17 per 
cent. during the year under review, and Germany contributed only 
5 per cent., as contrasted with 9 per cent. in the past year. 


The class next in importance is “Building Materials” which 
amounted to £134,148, forming 6 per cent. of the trade imports. The 
advance is one of £10,059. 


The building trade continued its activity during the year under 
review and many new houses are springing up in the capital—Nairobi— 
and other places. 


Galvanised iron sheets were solely imported from the United 
Kingdom with the exception of 57 cwts., valued at £42, from Germany, 
and the decrease of £19,429 may be ascribed to the fair amount of 
stock on hand from the previous year’s importation. 


Imports of foreign timber for building purposes have increased from 
6,786 tons, valued at £34,264, to 11,881 tons for a value of £60,560, 
that is to say, an increase of 75 per cent. in quantity and 77 per cent. 
in value. The demand for indigenous timber has been greater than 
the supply, which amounts to more than 50,000 tons ina year, and there 
is a scarcity of seasoned timber in the country, saw millers’ stock 
being sold out as soon as sawn. 


Grain imports during the year amounted to £130,092, the third 
largest item in the import trade. 


The increase has been well maintained in all items except maize, 
while the advance in the total quantity of grain is one of 14 per cent. 
and in value it amounts to 13 per cent. 


Rice retains the premier place in the grain group and shows an 
increase of 9,614 cwts., or 7 per cent., over the preceding year, but the 
exceptionally high price of 11s. 1d. referred to in the last year’s report 
has declined to 10s. 7d. per cwt. in the year under review. 


The main source of supply is India and Burmah. Flour and wheat 
meal are second in importance and show an advance of 33 per cent. 
in value over the preceding year. 


The fourth largest value is represented by imports of provisions, 
which have increased from £95,600 to £128,307 in 1914, showing an 
expansion of £32,707, or 34 per cent. 


Imports of machinery take the fifth place in order of value and it is 
gratifying to record a rise of £24,202 over the last year. 


During the quinquennial period the imports of machinery of all 
kinds rose from £18,413 in 1909 to £104,708 in 1914. £83,613 worth 
of machinery, forming 80 per cent. of the total, was imported from the 
United Kingdom, while the United States was second, with a value 
of £11,090. : 
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Imports of vehicles and parts thereof reached a sum of £93,268, as 
against £58,413 in the last year. The value has increased by £34,855, 
or 59 per cent. 


The United Kingdom takes the first place in the imports of vehicles 
and parts thereof with a value of £68,515, followed by the United 
States with £12,415. Imports of Cape wagons from South Africa 
have advanced from £4,030 to £4,431 in the year under review. 


Consignments of sugar have continued to increase from 79,464 cwts. 
to 90,229 cwts. in 1914, but the low price has neutralised the increase 
in value, which stands at £61,806 in 1914, as against £60,376 in the 
preceding year. 


Imports during the last two years under the heading of Spirits, 
Wines, Ale, and Beer may be summarised as follows :— 


1913-14. 1912-13. 
Description. Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
Gal. £ Gal. £ 

Ale and beer .. 52,015 8,125 50,839 7,196 
Brandy .. .. 11,442 6,132 10,458 6,152 
Whisky .. .. 45,698 23 504 38 865 20,129 
Gin a .. 4,933 1,437 5,403 1,634 
Liqueurs and other 

sorts .. .. 2,608 2,022 2,783 2,060 
Wines ee .. 35,299 16,646 34,375 13,991 





151,995 £57,866 142,723 £51,162 


The increase is one of 9,272 gallons, or 6 per cent., in quantity, and 
of £6,704, or 13 per cent., in value. 


The turnover in wearing apparel has increased from £30,783 to 
£46,170, or 50 per cent., while haberdashery shows a trifling falling off 
of £707 as compared with the preceding year. 


The imports under the head of Agricultural Implements show a 
satisfactory progress, having risen from £35,419 to £47,717, or an 
increase of 35 per cent. 


Imports of tobacco, including cigars and cigarettes, show an advance 
from 560,546 lbs., valued at £34,182, to 719,392 Ibs., valued at £45,531. 
The increase in quantity is one of 28 per cent. and 33 per cent. in value. 
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The trade in hardware and cutlery amounted to £30,735 and £9,135, 
respectively, during the year, as against £21,162 and £5,691 in the 
last year. 


Bags and sacks show a decrease of £4,552 as compared with the 
previous year, but very large stocks were imported during that year. 
At the same time the exports of indigenous produce during the year 
under review did not come up to expectations. 


India supplied the local market with a value of £38,940 out of the 
total imports of £39,832. 


Imports of beads have receded from £17,846 to £15,944 in value, 
and from 523,546 lbs. to 518,221 lbs. in quantity during the year 
under review. Germany supplied the market with £11,792, followed 
by Italy with £3,391. 


The imports under Arms and Ammunition showing a trifling decrease 
of £143, as compared with £27,396 during the previous year. The 
United Kingdom retains 89 per cent. of the total imports as before. 


Imports of kerosene oil have advanced from 622,001 gallons, valued 
at £15,199, in 1913, to 811,095, valued at £17,592, during the year 
under review. The 30 per cent. rise in quantity is accompanied by 
an advance of 15 per cent. in value. 


The decrease in the average price is due to a larger proportion of 
Sumatra oil imported in bulk. 


Imports of soap have receded from 15,324 ewts., valued at £20,944, 
to 10,054 cwts., valued at £14,226. The falling off in quantity is one 
of 5,270 ewts., or 34 per cent., and £6,718, or 32 per cent., in value. 
The decline in quantity is not due to decreased consumption, but to 
large stocks being carried over from the previous year. 


Tea is becoming daily more and more popular with the natives and 
it would almost seem that it is quickly becoming a necessity and not 
merely a luxury. 


The increase is 31,186 lbs. for a value of £1,171 over the consign- 
ments of 321,018 lbs., valued at £15,842, in the preceding year, India 
and Ceylon being the countries where importations originate. 


The following statement compares the values of all imports into the 
East Africa Protectorate during the quinquennial period ending 
31st March, 1914 :— 
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Exports. 


The respective returns of the exports during the year ended 31st 
March, 1914, were as follows :— 


Produce of £ 
British East Africa .. a8 ore Ki 443,624 
Uganda .. Rf es ae .. 564,244 
German East Africa ~ te ms au 448,103 
Congo Free State ee a4 si be 26,127 
Soudan .. ea an os ik ee 778 

Total .. .. £1,482,876 


or an increase of £279,675, or 23 per cent., in value over the previous 
year. 


During the year under report the revenue from duties on domestic 
exports amounted to £15,956, of which hides and skins yielded £13,350, 
ivory £1,300,’and rubber £400. The total shows an improvement of 
£3,000 over the previous year’s collection. 


The following are the principal articles in detail of domestic exports 
with their values in sterling :— 


British East Africa. a 
Hides and skins af oe <3 .. 147,474 
Grain AG e ne .. 118,430 
Copra.. ay Si as oy .. 85,587 
Coffee .. iss Be a AA .. 18,502 
Fibre... ae aR at .. 16,608 
Animals, living... a 2: -. 11,421 
Rubber, wild and d plantation ee ay .. 10,532 
Wool .. on ate ee 9,718 
Ivory .. ty, ah om aA > 8,764 
Potatoes. . ae oh ie eh Me 6,716 
All other sorts .. a ae oe .. 59,872 





Total .. £443,624 





showing an increase of £22,540, or 5 per cent. over the previous year. 


The trade in hides and skins is one which has held an important 
place in the East African commerce for the last four-years. 


The largest purchaser of hides was the United Kingdom, which 
bought 13,363 cwts., valued at £62,884, while France received 6,360 
ewts., at a value of £29,664. Thus the position of the two countries 
in the preceding year was reversed during the year under review. 


The chief purchaser of skins was the United States, which purchased 
4,953 cwts. (£17,724) out of a total export of 8,752 ewts. (£28,347), 
and the second best customer was France, to which country 2,740 cwts. 
of skins, valued at £8,168, were exported. 
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The second largest item of export is under the head of Grain and Oil 
seeds, and a fall has to be recorded, viz., from 383,243 cwts., valued at 
£147,389, in 1912-13, to 321,781 cwts., valued at £118,430, in 1913-14. 


Groundnuts show a slight advance of 2,107 cwts., valued at £1,048, 
over the last year, making a total of 10,751 cwts. for £7,131. France 
took 3,822 ewts. and Germany 3,694 cwts. 


A new feature during the year was the first shipment of linseed, 
weighing 407 cwts., and barley, 33 cwts. Samples of linseed grown 
near Gilgil were reported to be of very good quality and were valued at 
70s. per quarter for crushing. 


The third largest item is the export of copra, representing 31,725 ewts., 
valued at £35,587. It has failed to reach the high level of quantity 
of 1910-11, but a substantial rise in the average price has increased 
the value to figures hitherto not recorded. 


Exports of coffee have increased from 2,469 cwts., valued at £7,431, 
to 5,501 cwts., valued at £18,502, that is to say, an increase of 130 per 
cent. in quantity and 149 per cent. in value. This is highly satis- 
factory. 

Among the buyers of British East Africa coffee, the United Kingdom 
retains the first place with 4,190 cwts., followed by Italy with 555 ewts. 
The quality of coffee grown in British East Africa is increasingly in 
favour in European markets and the price obtained place locally 
grown coffee among the best produced in any part of the world. 


Exports of fibre have increased from 11,848 cwts., valued at £8,150, 
to 28,478 ewts., of a value of £16,608, during the year under review. 


The fibre industry was entirely initiated by European settlers ; 
preliminary trying difficulties have been most successfully met and 
it has at last been brought to a stage which leaves no doubt ‘as to its 
early future prominence in the exports of the Protectorate. 


Shipments of rubber amounted to 1,165 ewts., of a value of £10,532. 
As compared with the previous year the quantity receded from 1,528 
ewts. to 1,165 cwts., which includes 687 cwtgs. of plantation rubber. 
The net export of wild rubber was therefore 478 cwts. only, the lowest 
figure on record. 


The exports of wool have increased from 1,689 cwts., valued at 
£7,908, to 2,082 cwts., valued at £9,718. 


2,069 cwts. were consigned to the United Kingdom. The prices 
realised at the London Wool Exchange sale were satisfactory and 
compare very favourably with those realised for wool from other 
parts of the world. 


Up to the year 1903 ivory was the staple export from the country, 
but it has now dwindled down very considerably. 


Ivory shipments during the year amounted to 132 cwts., valued at 
£8,764, as compared with 678 ewts., valued at £24,039, a decade ago. 


Borities (rafters) have made good headway and reached the unprece- 
dented value of £6,479, showing an increase of £3,020 over the previous 
year. Two-thirds of the exports originated in the Lamu District 
and the exports are consigned to the neighbouring territories on the 
east coast of Africa and to Arabian and Indian ports. 
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Shipments of mangrove bark amounted to 8,062 tons, as against 
6,774 tons in the past year, thus showing an increase of 1,288 tons, 
or about 19 per cent. ‘The value has risen from £6,433 to £8,062. 


Wattle bark exported during the year amounted to 202 tons, valued 
at £1,917. It is an improvement of 151 tons, valued at £1,408; 121 
tons were shipped to Germany and 80 tons to the United Kingdom. 


Contrary to expectations cotton exports receded from 2,636 cwts. 
to 1,204 cwts. during the year under review. The cause was unfavour- 
able climatic conditions. 


As usual, the United Kingdom is the largest buyer of British East 
Africa cotton and received 1,117 ewts. 


Noteworthy features amongst new products were the shipments of 


14 cwts. of mica, valued at £219; 
21 cwts. of raw silk, valued at £60, and 
9 gallons of lemon grass oil, valued at £2, 


all of which were consigned to the United Kingdom. 


For the first time there was an export of tobacco, weighing 9,133 Ibs., 
valued at £154; 3,892 Ibs. were shipped to Italian East Africa, 2,330 
Ibs. to Zanzibar, and a consignment of 2,630 Ibs. went to the United 
Kingdom. 


Items of export such as beeswax, carbonate of soda, coconuts, gum 
copal, horns, ostrich feathers, hippo teeth, wood, &c., amount to 
£30,045, showing a total increase of £2,938 over the previous year. 


Others, such as chillies, ghee, oil cake, cotton seeds, fine wood, 
cowries and other shells, give a total export of £7,188, as against £14,727 
in the previous year. 


These increases and decreases are of minor importance and may 
be attributed to fluctuations in trade. 


The following is the comparison of exports originating in different 
spheres of influence and shipped from the East Africa Protectorate 
during the last five years (1910 to 1914) :— 





Year ended 31st March, 1914. | 
Increase 


i 

Produce of | 1910 | 1911 1912 1913 1914 | over the 
| Value; Value| Value | Value | Value |last year 
I | | | 








fl i | ! 
He ee £ 0 50 os 
East Africa | | | f 
Protectorate '190,668)276,480, 333,670, 421,084) 443,624, 5% 
Uganda Protectorate 211,796:371,513, 377,074, 427,228 564,244) 32% 
German East Africa |169,241 285,538 280,113) 331,292 448,103) 35% 
! f 


Congo Frée State ... 18,352 27,349 22,325 21,485. 26,1271 21% 
The Soudan Bn - 1,688) 3,334, 1,655, 778|\Decrease 


if 

i | 53% 
Italian East Africa of 848 82 457 aa 

i 





' | 








= 
Total .. «!590,057 962,911 1,016,898 1,208,201 1,482,876) 23% 
‘ i i 
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(B) SHIPPING. 


Mombasa has been served by four regular lines of direct mail steamers 
from Europe this year, the Union Castle, German Hast Africa, 
Messageries Maritimes, and the Maritima Italiana Societa di Naviga- 
zione. 


The British, French, and Italian steamers have called regularly 
once a month, and the German steamers twice a month. 


The mail steamers of the British India Company, direct from home, 
have also called here regularly once a month during nine months of 
the year. 


In addition to the above lines the Clan Ellerman, Harrison, and Hall 
Line (amalgamated) called once a month direct from Europe with 
cargo only. 


A branch of the British India Company’s steamers and the German 
East Africa line maintained a regular service twice a month with 
Bombay during the year. 


The coast traffic has been carried out by the steamers belonging to 
Messrs. Cowasji Dinshaw Brothers and Messrs. Esmailji Jiwanji and 
Company. : 


The total steam tonnage entered in the ports of the Protectorate 
amounts to 1,734,564 tons, represented by 793 steamers, an increase 
of 92 vessels and 153,388 tons compared with last year. 


The total tonnage of sailing vessels entered in the ports of the 
Protectorate amounts to 56,517, represented by 2,821 vessels, a 
decrease of 265 vessels, but an increase of 2,053 in tonnage. The 
decrease in the number of dhows was due to the two regular lines of 
steamers calling from Bombay, and to the restrictions enforced on 
the shipping owing to the town being infected with plague. 


The port was visited by 9 British, 1 French, and 2 Italian men-of-war. 


There have been no casualties on the coast this year. 


III—INDUSTRIES AND MINES. 
(4) InpustRIEs. 


During the year under review the general prosperity of the Protecto- 
rate referred to in last year’s report has been maintained. 


In Nairobi particularly business firms have been able to record a 
satisfactory year’s working. Motor garages have increased in number 
and appear to be doing a good trade. 


A number of new stone offices and shops have been completed and 
two new hotels—the Stanley and Victoria—are now open to the public. 
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Town and farm properties have kept up their high price. The 
building trade has suffered a check owing to business working on 
insufficient capital. 


At Kisumu the British East Africa Corporation has installed a new 
ginning plant, which is giving satisfaction. The East Africa Industries, 
at Maseno, have put up machinery for dealing with sisal and the export 
of fibre from that estate is expected shortly. 


Messrs. Boustead & Clarke, Limited, have completed a steam-power 
mill for producing meal and flour from local corn in large quantities. 


Over 29 tons of coarse sugar, made at Kibos, was placed on rail 
during the year. The fishing industry has been extremely active 
during the year. 


The Lumbwa creamery is conducting a thriving business with 
butter and cheese. 


The saw-milling industry is doing well at various places owing to the 
large demand for wood for building purposes. 


(B) Mines aND MINERALS. 


The Mining Ordinance, 1912, was brought into force on the Ist of 
May, 1913, the Regulations issued thereunder becoming effective on 
the same date. 


The number of claims pegged out and registered is 17. 


The number of mineral leases granted was 3, the area concerned 
being 1,332 acres. 


These mining operations have been confined exclusively to mica. 
At the present stage of the industry it is impossible to say whether it 
is likely to be an important one. The results so far obtained have 
been of varying importance and at least another year’s trial is necessary 
before an authoritative verdict can be pronounced. 





IV.—AGRICULTURE AND STOCK RAISING. 


The year can be characterised as one of conspicuous development 
in nearly all branches of farming. 


The subdivision and sale of portions of many of the larger estates, 
referred to in last year’s report, has been continued, and much of the 
land alienated is now proved to be suitable for intensive cultivation. 


(a) Crops. 
Coffee —In March it was estimated that over 5,000 acres were under 


coffee, while there are large areas of land equally suitable for cultiva- 
tion of this crop. : 
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The value of the coffee exported during the last seven years is :— 


Year. Rs. - Year. Rs. 
1907-08 4,031 1911-12 85,571 
1908-09 3,539 1912-13 160,199) 
1909-10 16,012 1913-14 275,585 
1910-11 44,728 — aoe 


The appearance of the rust fungus Hemeleia vastatriz, in October, 
1912, on two plantations created a temporary check to development, 
but the results of close inspection of these and other plantations which 
subsequently became infected indicate that the disease is unlikely to 
have the same deleterious effect as has been experienced in other coun- 
tries where the humidity is much greater and the soil not so rich. 


A coffee-plant inspector was appointed from Jamaica in January 
and the appointment has proved very popular among the settlers. 


Sisal.—The total output in the Protectorate is about 50 tons of fibre 
per week, which is realising from £28 to £30 per ton in the London 
market. It is estimated that some 7,500 acres are planted with this 
crop, while further large areas are now being prepared. 


There are five decorticators in constant use, while others are being 
erected, 


Cotton.—In the Nyanza Province the area under cultivation is rapidly 
increasing. In 1910-11 barely two tons of seed cotton were exported 
from the Province, while in 1911-12 and 1912-13 the harvest yielded 
125 and 166 tons respectively ; and this year it is expected that the 
amount will be double that of last year. 


Arrangements have been made with the Department of Agriculture, 
Kampala for supplies of seed from the seed selection farms. 


Experiments are being carried out with Caravonica cotton, and the 
results so far are satisfactory. 


Watile—Some 10,500 acres are under cultivation. The question 
of extracting the tannin locally for export has lately been receiving 
consideration and a scheme is on foot to erect a factory at Naivasha 
capable of dealing with 7,000 to 10,000 tons of bark annually. 


Maize.—The following figures show the value in rupees of maize 
exported during the last four years :— ; 


1910-11 1911-12 1912-13 1913-14 


Rs. s. Rs. Rs. 
106,742 332,541 677,608 458,678 


Large quantities of seed of different varieties have been imported 
from America and South Africa and a steady improvement has taken 
place in the standard of the crops now grown both by settlers and 
natives. Reports on samples sent home indicate that maize can 
be raised in the Protectorate equal in quality to that grown in any 
other countries. 
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Flaaz.—The experiments which have taken place during the last 
few years have had satisfactory results and practical interest in this 
crop is now being displayed by a number of settlers. Some of the 
samples sent home were valued as high as £55 per ton and the yield 
also compares favourably with that in other countries. 


Wheat—The majority of varieties tried have proved susceptible 
to rust fungus, but some very satisfactory results have been obtained 
from hybrids produced by artificial hybridization. 


Rubber.—At the present time the price of rubber is insufficient to 
allow of any margin for profit over the cost of production, and in 
view of the large and increasing output of Para rubber from other 
countries, the prospects of Ceara rubber in the Protectorate are not 
considered bright. 


Fruit—The data now available as regards citrus culture go to 
show that in many districts the conditions are extremely favourable 
for the development of this industry. 


Other Crops—More attention is being directed to the growing of 
varieties of beans suitable for export and large quantities of Canadian 
Wonder and Rose Coco are now being raised by the natives. 


Peas have been found to be a profitable crop for export to London. 


Arrowroot has been imported and grown at Mazeras, Kabete, and 
in the Fort Hall District, and the results are very promising. 


The cultivation of sim-sim is extending in the Nyanza Province 
and large quantities of the seed are being exported. 


(B) Live Stock. 


Cattle —The original or native cattle in the Protectorate belong 
to the Zebu or Indian race of bovine species. In 1909 it was estimated 
that there were 750,000 head of cattle in the administered area, while 
the present number is thought to be between 780,000 and 1,000,000. 
The small increase is due to a heavy mortality during the last three 
years in the native reserves from East Coast fever and rinderpest. 


The native cattle have been found to be very susceptible to improve- 
ment ; the first, second, and third crosses are far in excess of expecta- 
tions and, while there has been no sign of loss in constitutional vigour, 
the gain in early maturity and in the quality of the milk is very 
material. 


A number of pure-bred animals have been in the past imported by 
the Government and some of the settlers are now doing likewise. It 
has been proved that by systematic dipping the risk from red-water 
and East Coast fever is practically nil, and now that rinderpest is 
under control it is anticipated that importations of pure-bred stock 
for grading purposes and for the establishment of further pure-bred 
herds, will largely increase. 
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Dairying has not as yet shown any marked development, the reason 
being that native cattle are not good milkers, and that the number of 
grade cattle is still small. However, the conditions obtaining in the 
Protectorate are very favourable, and it is expected that this industry 
will show marked progress in the near future. 


Sheep—It has been proved that under proper management this 
industry may be considered a sound and profitable one, e.g., on the 
Government Farm, Naivasha, on April Ist, 1907, the total number of 
sheep, including lambs and wethers, comprised 1,910 head. The 
purchases up to March 31st, 1914, were 221, and the sales 6,193. On 
March 31st, 1914 the sheep in hand numbered 2,225, or 315 more than 
on April Ist, 1907. The total'increase for the seven years was there- 
fore 6,287. 


Generally speaking, the robust woolled sheep (of the Wangella type) 
have proved the most satisfactory. 


The native boys make excellent shearers. A gang of 10 can shear 
500 sheep in a day at a total cost of Rs.15/-. 


Pigs.—It is hoped that the bacon industry will develop in the near 
future, as there are a number of farmers in the Protectorate who 
started with good foundation stock and can to-day show herds equal 
in quality to those at home. Maize, barley, potatoes, rape, lucerne, 
etc., for fattening can be grown here at a low cost compared with 
other pig-raising countries. 


Horses.—Though horse-breeding may be said tobe fairly established, 
it is unlikely that horse-ranching will be pursued in any part of the 
Protectorate until a remedy for horse-sickness is discovered. There 
are a number of thorough-bred horses in the Protectorate and their 
progeny do well. There will always be a good market for the thick-set 
pony of 14-2 hands or just under, with dense bone, good constitution, 
and endurance. 


Ostriches—This branch ‘ot farming has not developed during the 
past year owing to the “slump” in the prices of feathers, and the 
importations of large consignments of inferior feathers from South 
Africa for sale in the Kavirondo markets. 


(c) ExperIMeNTAL Farms. 


Kabete——The area under cultivation is 270 acres. The total number 
of stock at the end of the year was 476. The total number despatched 
from the farm was 128. 


Pigs have again done well and no deaths from disease have occurred. 


Seven Ayrshire heifers were imported early in the year and are 
doing well. 


Kibos—The area devoted to nurseries was further extended to 
meet requirements for seedlings of coffee, timber, fruits, ete. Successful 
experiments have been made with cotton, chillies, linseed, maize, 
and sim-sim. 
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Natvasha.—The pure-bred Shorthorns have done well and the calves 
and the Lincoln Red Shorthorns all promise to be good. The pure- 
bred Frieslands and Ayrshires have done exceedingly well. 


Grade cattle have done well generally. 
Sheep have thriven, and the wool clip was good and clean. 


The crossing of native donkey mares with the Catalonian jackass 
is proving successful, the progeny being superior to their dams in 
size and bone. 


The annual sale took place in March and was well attended. 
The following figures and prices show the result of the sale :— 


£ os. d. £ os. d. 


4 Shorthorn bulls ... 388 0 0 to 62 0 0 
1 Friesland yearling bull 66 0 0 
11 young Ayrshire bulls 44 0 0 to 92 0 0 
Grade Friesland bull .. 45 0 0 
}-bred Hereford bull .. 10 0 0 
}-bred Ayrshire young bulls 13 0 0 to 21 6 8 
4-bred Hereford cows with 

calves at foot. . .. 17 0 Oto 19 6 8 
4-bred Catalonian jackasses 5 0 Oto 7 0 0 
Pure Merino rams . 2 0 Oto 6 6 8 
Grade rams 7 012 Oto 112 0 
Pure Angora rams 07 4to 014 8 
Grade Angora ewes 0 8 Oto 0 8 8& 


Mazeras—The experiments conducted during the period under 
review consisted of such crops as rice, beans, maize, and sim-sim, 
but the weather conditions were very unfavourable. 


Applications for plants, both economic and ornamental, are on 
the increase. 


(D) DisEAsEs oF ANIMALS. 


East Coast Fever —This disease has been most prevalent during the 
last twelve months in the Nairobi District, Kamasia Reserve and the 
Kedong Valley. No further outbreaks have occurred on the Uasin 
Gishu Plateau and the quarantine imposed on the infected farms 
there has now been removed. 


A solitary case, fortunately within a fenced paddock, occurred at 
the Naivasha Government Farm. Infection in this case was probably 
traceable to the experimental paddock erected last year in which 
East Coast fever experiments were carried out. All cattle on the farm 
were submitted to dipping and no further cases have occurred. 


One case occurred on the Laikipia Plateau at Rumuruti, in a bullock 
illegally brought from: the Meru District. The area over which the 
animal had grazed was destocked and carefully guarded, and the 
contacts placed under observation. No more cases have been 
recorded. 
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With the West Kenya District coming under colonization a number 
of outbreaks of Hast Coast fever have been recorded. The farmers of 
this district have been quick to appreciate the value of dipping and 
have placed the disease under control by this measure. 


Out of a mob of 500 cattle obtained as a fine from the Kamasia trike, 
153 head succumbed to East Coast fever. The survivors were sub- 
mitted to dipping for six weeks on the confines of the Reserve, were 
then removed to Nakuru, where they have been regularly dipped every 
three days for the past three months, with the satisfactory result that 
no further case of the disease has taken place. 


546 head of settlers’ cattle were admitted to the Kamiti testing area 
during the year. Thirty have died and 516 have been branded and 
released as immune animals. 


The small death rate is due to the fact that nearly all the animals 
exposed on the area were drawn from districts known to be enzootic 
to East Coast fever. 


Dipping every three days in an arsenical bath of standard strength 
having proved a satisfactory and easy method of preventing East 
Coast fever, the inoculation for this disease, as suggested by Theiler, 
has not been proceeded with. 


Numerous meetings have been held throughout the Protectorate to 
discuss a general dipping scheme for the country. The outlines of 
the measure have now been adopted practically unanimously by the 
various farmers’ associations and at the present time between 50 and 60 
tanks are in working order or in course of erection—a pleasing number 
for the short period of twelve months since inception of dipping 
operations. 


The main point aimed at is the compulsory dipping of travelling 
stock, whereby permits may be granted for the movement of all 
animals regularly dipped. By the application of this rule the farmer 
will be enabled to run his transport or move his cattle without endanger- 
ing them or the stock of his neighbours, while the farmer who does 
not cleanse his cattle will automatically place his farm in quarantine. 


Considerable evidence has already been collected as to the efficacy 
of dipping for the prevention and eradication of East Coast fever and 
the farmers who are systematically dipping their cattle are well 
pleased with the results obtained. 


Difficulty has been experienced in keeping many of the baths up 
to the standard strength, owing to the oxidization of the principal 
ingredient of all cattle-dipping fluids, i.e, arsenite of soda. This 
compound does not remain stable, but is oxidised, and becomes 
converted into arsenate of soda through the agency of bacterial growth 
in the dipping tank. 


The arsenate of soda does not possess the power of the arsenite 
to destroy ticks, consequently constant supervision has been necessary 
to keep the bath up to proper strength. For the year ending March 
31st, 1914, the Government Analyst has analysed 120 samples of 
dipping fluids. 
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There can be no doubt that in a country so infested with ticks every 
stock owner should either possess a tank or be given facilities to dip 
his farm animals, for dipping is the only known practical method of 
dealing with tick-borne diseases. 


The native population are evincing considerable interest in the 
dipping of stock and the Masai asked for a dipping tank to be erected 
at Ngong. This tank is now under construction. 


The Government has erected a model dipping plant at Nakuru 
and dipping demonstrations for the information of settlers have been 
carried out there and at Mr. Watson’s farm, near Nairobi. 


For the information of the settler and official communities a pamphlet 
containing rules to be observed in the dipping of every class of stock 
is now in course of preparation. 


Rinderpest—Outbreaks of rinderpest have occurred at Ngong, 
Lower Molo, Escarpment, Nandi Reserve, Masai Reserve, Uasin Gishu 
Plateau, Suk, Turkana, and in the districts of Ravine and Baringo. 


The severest outbreak was that which implicated the Nandi Reserve, 
where the mortality was extremely heavy. It has been estimated that 
the Nandi have lost between 30,000 and 35,000 cattle from rinderpest 
within the last two years. 


The disease was rife practically over the whole of the Uasin Gishu 
Plateau, but with the free use of serum the number of deaths did not 
amount to 5 per cent. 


The Elgeyo also suffered severe loss. 


In Masailand this disease has also been prevalent and reports have 
been received that large numbers of buffalo have succumbed to the 
disease. 


During the year 201,148 doses of anti-rinderpest serum have been 
issued from the laboratory. 


In January the cattle in the Lumbwa District were subjected to a 
double inoculation. The experiment’ proved very successful and the 
mortality from all causes amounted to 0°6 per cent. 


At a Veterinary Congress held at Bulawayo to discuss the question 
of rinderpest and the danger of its spread to the British Central and 
South African Colonies, an offer was made by the British East Africa 
Government to supply anti-rinderpest serum up to an amount of 
250,000 doses. 


The various colonies concerned decided to obtain a reserve supply 
of 180,500 doses of serum from our laboratory and of this amount 
85,517 doses have already been despatched. 


The serum manufactured at the laboratory has not only been tested 
for use in British East Africa, but its potency upon othee than East 
African cattle has been proved by submitting it to severe tests on 
cattle drawn from South Africa and England. 
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Pleuro-Pneumonia.—No outbreaks of pleuro-pneumonia have been 
recorded during the last twelve months. 


This disease was at one time prevalent in several mobs of Masai cattle. 


On their removal from Laikipia a specially selected area was set 
aside for their reception in the Southern Masai Reserve and a Stock 
Inspector, whose sole duty was to supervise the animals and keep them 
in strict quarantine, was placed in charge of the area. 


Quarter Evil—tThe disease occasionally occurs in most districts of 
the Protectorate and a protective vaccine is now manufactured at the 
laboratory for issue to settlers. 


Anthraz—There have been three outbreaks of anthrax (involving 
ten oxen, one mule, and four pigs) recorded during the year under 
review. 


Anaplasmosis—Among imported animals heavy losses have been 
sustained through this disease. Every endeavour is being made at 
the laboratory to obtain pure strains of blood for artificial immunization. 


Dipping is an effective preventive of this disease. 


Contagious Abortion ——The occurrence of the disease within the 
Protectorate has been demonstrated during the year. Efforts are 
being made to ascertain its distribution and when satisfactory data 
on this point have been obtained measures for its suppression can be 
undertaken. 


Scour in Calves.—While this disease may be of a sporadic nature 
and may yield to medicinal treatment, the very large majority of 
cases are due to infection by a specific organism, the Bacillus coli. 


Endeavours are being made at the laboratory to produce a serum 
which, it is hoped, will have the effect of supporting the young animal 
over the period at which it is most liable to infection, 7.e., from birth 
to about three months old. 


Trypanosomiasis.—Several suspected cases in cattle brought through 
the Northern Frontier District have been submitted to microscopic 
examination, but, so far, no trypanosomes have been demonstrated. 


Three Days Sickness, Ephemeral Fever —Several cases of this disease 
have occurred during the past year in various parts of the Protectorate, 
more particularly in the Rift Valley and Kinangop Plateau. 


Tuberculosis—One case of tuberculosis occurred in Hast Africa 
during the past year, in an imported English animal. This animal 
had been carefully tested in England and certified free from tubercu- 
losis. Shortly after its arrival the animal exhibited peculiar brain 
symptoms and died after several months’ illness ; post-mortem exami- 
nation revealed a tubercular lesion in the brain substance. 


This is the only case of tuberculosis which has been reported in 
bovines in East Africa. 


Horse Sickness—No severe outbreak has been recorded during 
the past year. 
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Ulcerative and Epizootic Lymphangitis—These diseases have been 
very prevalent during the past year, and heavy losses have been 
suffered by the farmers on the Uasin Gishu Plateau from the ulcera- 
tive form. 


. A vaccine has been prepared at the laboratory and its use has given 
very hopeful indications. 


General.—Several cases of trypanosomiasis mange and biliary fever 
have been recorded during the year. No case of glanders has occurred, 
and all imported animals have either been accompanied by satisfactory 
mallein test certificates or have been subjected to the test at our 
quarantine stations. 


Horse breeding is now occupying the attention of a number of our 
farmers, and good sires and dams have been imported during the year. 
There is every reason to be satisfied with the foals bred in the country 
and there can be no doubt that there is a great future for horse breeding 
in East Africa. 


Scabies—Scabies is widespread among the indigenous sheep. It 
is hoped, however, with the adoption of a general dipping scheme, 
that we will be able to exercise more control over it and prevent its 
spread among the woolled flocks. 


Strongylosis——The mortality from this disease throughout the 
Protectorate is very heavy. 


One ounce doses of a 5 per cent. solution of lysol have been proved 
to be of considerable value in the treatment of this disease and their 
administration is attended with less risk than blue stone solutions. 


Variola—No severe outbreaks have been reported during the year. 


East African Swine Fever —There have been no outbreaks of this 
disease during the past year. The disease is distinct from the swine 
fever of Europe and America. 


In August and September last year a very heavy mortality was 
noted among warthogs on the Uasin Gishu Plateau. Carcases and 
skeletons in large numbers were to be seen scattered over the plains 
and in the vicinity of pig holes. The mortality occurred when a severe 
epizootic of rinderpest was prevalent among the cattle on the plateau 
which involved also numbers of eland and giraffe. 


In Uganda and Ceylon during outbreaks of rinderpest it has also 
been noted that large numbers of wild pigs died and, in both instances, 
the veterinary authorities were convinced that rinderpest was the 
cause of death. 


Dog Diseases.—The most prevalent diseases of the dog have been 
mange, piroplasmosis, and distemper. One outbreak of rabies came 
under notice in the Nairobi District. Rabies in this country does not 
appear to be transmissible to man for, of the number of natives bitten 
by rabid jackals or dogs and kept under medical supervision over con- 
siderable periods, not one has developed the disease. 
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Permit System.—The following permits have been issued from the 
Permit Office during the year :— 


Immune cattle .. me oa 735 permits. 
Non-immune cattle 2 es 1,320 * 
Sheep and ia bi os ot 1,788 “* 
Pigs ey v2 Ma ll * 


Live-stock Importations—The following animals were imported 
through the ports of Mombasa and Kilindini during the past twelve 
months :— 


Horses .. > xe ae ir 150 
Mules... - 5 ee ws 24 
Donkeys. . a i ae id 207 
Cattle .. = te ae on 634 
Camels .. oe ee, oe usd 23 
Sheep .. ig tA eee F 5 
Goats... hs o #3 oe 22 
Pigs ae x $2 cn fe 9 
Poultry .. “a re “3 “i 540 
Dogs... Pe a “5 x 161 


Of these, nine horses were imported from England, fifty-nine from 
South Africa, one from Australia, and twelve from India. 


Seventy-five pure-bred cattle were imported. 


We must anticipate larger importations of pure-bred stock in the 
near future for, with the adoption of a dipping scheme, confidence will 
be restored and an enormous impetus to the stock industry of this 
country is likely to take place. 


Trading. —Sale yards have been established by the Municipality in 
Nairobi and by Messrs. Newland, Tarlton and Company at Naivasha, 
Nakuru, and Londiani. 


The largest sales have been conducted at Naivasha, where approxi- 
mately 8,500 head of cattle passed through the yards. Ninety per cent. 
of these came from Borana and Jubaland. In addition to public sales 
some 5,500 head of this class of stock changed hands privately. 


Through the veterinary station situated at Rumuruti and Laikipia 
the following stock was inspected, inoculated or dipped, and passed :— 


Cattle from Jubaland and Borana .. 14,203 
Sheep and goats from Baringo, Suk, 

Turkana .. hs 44,850 
Horses and mules from Borana re 333 


No fewer than 82,105 sheep and goats passed down the Rift Valley 
from the native reserves of Suk, Turkana, Kamasia and the Uasin 
Gishu Masai. Large numbers of sheep and goats are now required at 
the various centres for butchering purposes and Masai ewes are in 
great demand by the sheep breeder. 
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Consignments to the number of 1,240, valued at Rs.65,224, were 
passed for entry. 


Thirteen consignments, valued at Rs.800, were confiscated. 


192 packages, valued at Rs.9,342, were passed in transit for Uganda, 
the Belgian Congo, and German East Africa. 


7,050 tons of maize were passed for export ; 70 tons were fumigated 
and 40 tons condemned. 


Experiments were tried to control and destroy the coconut beetle 
by artificial breeding places or “ traps.” 


288 traps have been constructed in the Changamwe, Rabai, and 
Freretown Districts. Each trap costs approximately Rs.1:98. 


In 186 traps 1,998 beetles were found, with 433 pups, 9,210 larve 
and 905 eggs. 


The citrus moth causes considerable damage to oranges. Cutworms 
have caused great trouble, especially to coffee, maize, tobacco, potatoes, 
and peas. 


The coffee bug, Antestia variegata, appears to be on the increase 
and has been recorded from several new localities. 


The woolly aphis is found in the Ulu, Kyambu, Kabete, and Nairobi 
Districts. 


The wattle bug and hopper has caused considerable damage in 
certain localities. 


V.—FORESTS. 


A Rule under the Forests Ordinance, 1911, was published on the 24th 
of January, 1914, allowing for the reduction of 25 per cent. in the 
royalty payable in respect of timber sold by stack measurement. A 
revised scale of royalties payable for forest produce from mangrove 
swamps was published on the 26th idem. 


Administration. 


The Coast division, formerly in charge of a Forester, was placed 
under the control of an Assistant Conservator in October, 1913. 
The result has been highly satisfactory. A forest station has been 
established at Kakumega. 


Exploitation. 
Timber —195,224 cubic feet of timber were sold, and 54,488 cubic 
feet issued free to Government Departments and settlers. The actual 


quantity cut and sold during the year 1912-13 was 130,460 cubic feet, 
the increase for the present year being thus 64,764. 
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The Lingham and Grogan Forest was being worked throughout the 
year. The quantity of timber marked and felled was 23,463 cubic feet. 


The demand for local timber exceeded the supply throughout the 
year. The price of sawn timber in Nairobi varied from Rs.17 to Rs.20 
per 100 super. feet, irrespective of species. 


6,596 cubic feet of logs were supplied to the Uganda Railway. With 
the object of testing the effect of soaking prior to seasoning, twelve 
logs were placed‘in the Athi River and left there for five months. 
The result was most satisfactory as far as cedar was concerned, but 
the period of immersion was not long enough to penetrate hard woods. 


Poles and Bamboos.—52,317 poles and bamboos were sold, being 
an increase of 23,232 over that of the previous year. 45,553 were 
issued free, or more than five times the quantity issued in 1912-13. 


Mangrove Bark.—7,388 tons of mangrove bark were exported and 
royalty was paid on 24,000 korja (score) of logs, etc., cut in the 
creeks the subject of concessions. 


Brushwood.—2,656 head loads of brushwood and withies were sold, 
being a decrease of 2,797, and 1,707 were issued free to Government 
Departments, a decrease of 2,310. The decrease is accounted for by 
the sale and free issues of thinnings from plantations instead of allowing 
young saplings of indigenous trees to be cut in the forests. 


Rubber —Royalty was paid on 335 Ibs. of rubber collected under 
licence in the Kenya Forest, a decrease of 857 lbs. During the year 
10,549 Ibs. of wild rubber were exported. 


Fuel—5,872 monthly licences to cut fuel and 78,141 cubic feet of 
fuel were sold. In 1912-13 5,276 licences and 63,151 cubic feet of 
fuel were sold. 4,274 cubic feet were issued free to Government 
Departments. 


Railway Fuel—3,435,372 cubic feet of fuel were cut in the Forest 
Reserves for the Uganda Railway, an increase of 2,052,070 cubic feet. 
The Railway Administration have subscribed £500 towards the cost 
of reafforestation. 

Cultural Operations. 


The rains in April and May were good, but the latter rains were 
disappointing. 476 acres were planted during the year, 337 of which 
were for the use of the Uganda Railway. The measures taken to 
encourage the natural regeneration of cedar (Juniperus procera) at 
the Kinangop Forest Station have been entirely successful. 


Nurseries. 


Nurseries were maintained at Mwachi (Mombasa), Karura, Dagoreti, 
Lari, Njoro, Londiani, Nyeri, and West Kenya. New nurseries were 
established at Kapsaret (Uasin Gishu) and Kakumega. 222,518 young 
trees and 340 lbs. of seeds were sold to the public, and 55,078 trees 
and 215 Ibs. of seeds were issued free. 
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Surveys and Demarcation. 


Plans of the Arabuko Sokoke Forest were prepared. The Dagoreti 
Forest area of 6,539 acres was demarcated and surveyed. 

In December the demarcation of the Tiriki, Kakumega, and Kabras 
Forests was commenced and a beginning was also made in the demarca- 
tion of the Kenya Forests in the Meru District. 

In connection with the Laikipia survey the boundaries of the forests 
on the Sattima Range and north and north-west of Kenya have been 
aligned in conjunction with the Forest Department. 


Nairobi Arboretum. 


Many of the trees, shrubs and hedges have now attained a sufficient 
age to indicate their value for planting, and are most useful to settlers 
and others as a guide. 

Revenue. 


The total cash revenue for the year is £8,718 16s. 0d., showing an 
increase of £2,036 6s. Od. over 1912-13. 

The chief increases are : sale of timber, £776 ; fuel, £108 ; plants and 
seeds, £246 ; mangrove bark, etc., £807. 

The total estimated value of forest products issued free to Govern- 
ment Departments, natives, and settlers during the year is £3,628, 
or £717 less than in 1912-13. 

The fuel taken by the Uganda Railway is valued at £2,290. 


VI—COMMUNICATIONS. 
(4) Ramways. 


(1) Uganda Railway—The account of the Uganda Railway against 
the Parliamentary Grant now stands at £5,525,552, and the total 
expenditure under the running capital expenditure is £6,289,917. 

The expenditure during the year shows a total of £318,817, which 
includes a sum of £15,977 spent towards the completion of the ‘Busoga 
Railway. 

The total revenue for the year amounted to £546,345, bowing an 
increase of 12 per cent. over that of 1912-13. 

The total expenditure was £332,861, showing an increase of 18 per 
cent. over last year. 

The net profit for the year amounted to £213,484, or an increase of 
208 per cent. on last year’s return, giving a percentage on capital 
cost of 3°39 per cent. as against 3°52 per cent. in 1912-13. 

The total tonnage handled was 189,556, compared with 172,693 
last year. 

The total goods receipts were Rs.5,618,491, as against Rs.5,093,320 
in 1912-13. 

Coaching receipts increased from Rs.1,183,305 to Rs.1,411,073. 

The tonnage carried by the Lake Steamers was 60,382, an increase 
of 3,583. 
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The development of the country continues to increase rapidly, 
but the trade in British East Africa and Uganda has not shown such 
a large increase as was anticipated. Shortage in rainfall with some 
failure in the seeds and cotton crops have brought about this result. 


The daily passenger service between Mombasa and Nairobi, inaugu- 
rated in October, has proved a great success, and it is hoped to start 
shortly a daily service between Mombasa and the Lake. 


A through daily goods train service has been arranged with much 
advantage to deliveries of upward traffic from the coast to Nairobi. 


Third class traffic steadily increases. 


Six new stations are now open or ready for opening. In order to 
provide for the satisfactory working of the anticipated increased 
traffic a further 20 crossing stations are necessary. 


The new lake steamer, ‘“‘ Usoga,” was launched on September 20th 
and the second steamer is in course of construction. The new tug, 
“ Kavirondo,” is now in commission. All these three vessels consume 
oil fuel. 


The bi-weekly steamer service on the Lake has proved a success. 


(2) Thika Ratlway—This branch was opened on October Ist. 
A daily service has been run from the start, and the line is paying its 
running expenses. 


(3) Magadi Railway—tThe line is not yet fully completed, but is 
doing useful work in taking down machinery and materials for the Soda 
Company. In a few months the company should have completed 
their plant and commenced export. 


(4) Kampala—Port Bell Railway—tThis line is not yet open to 
passenger traffic, but is doing good work in the carriage of goods traffic. 


Busoga Railway.—The total revenue amounts to £11,752 and the 
expenditure to £8,082. The capital account stands at £156,072. 


The total revenue of Lake Kioga Marine amounts to £10,055 and 
the total expenditure to £9,864. 


The traffic has increased principally in cotton and cotton seed, 
new ginneries having been erected around Lake Kioga. Increases are 
also manifest in the shipments of simsim, ground nuts, hides, and 
chillies. 


The total tonnage is more than 42 per cent. greater than last year. 


The coaching traffic has increased by over 50 per cent., both as 
regards receipts and the number of passengers. 


With favourable climatic conditions and an improvement in the 
water ways of Lake Kioga, the railway should prove an important 
financial asset to the Administration. 
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(B) Roaps. 


The expenditure on road work amounted to £24,184, made up 
as follows :— 


Maintenance and repairs. . wa af £10,572 
New roads and bridges .. oe a 9,861 
Work from tunds accruing from premia 

on the sale of lands... a e8 2,158 
Work from funds accruing from fines on 

the Sotik, Purko, and Loita Masai .. 1,593 


In Nairobi several new roads were constructed, while some of those 
already existing were metalled. 


Outside Nairobi a bridge of four spans of 30 feet each, on masonry 
piers and abutments, was built across the Stony Athi, about three 
miles from Athi River station. 


“The Fort Hall road as far as the Thika River and the Kyambu road 
were maintained as effectively as the limited grants available permitted. 
In the second half of the year a gang of some 300 convicts was steadily 
employed on the former road, near the Ndarugu River. 


In the Naivasha Province the principal item was the Londiani— 
Eldoret road. For more than half the year a contractor was employed 
on the first six miles out of Londiani. Elsewhere work through heavy 
forest was prosecuted at mile 31. A bridge of four spans, two of 
20 feet and two of 24 feet, consisting of steel joists on timber trestles 
resting on concrete foundations in the stream, was constructed over 
the Nzoia River beyond Eldoret. 


Bridges were erected over the Gvaso Narok. and Guaso Nyiro Rivers 
in the Southern Masai Reserve. 


In the Nyanza Province the Kisumu—Mumias road was resurfaced 
throughout the greater part of its length of 49 miles. 


The Londiani allotment road from Muhoroni was extended. Three 
bridges were built, each consisting of a centre span of 20 feet, with 
end spans of 10 feet. 


A cart road was opened between Sotik Post and the Mara River. 


Considerable reconstruction work was done on roads in the Lumbwa 
Reserve with funds obtained from the Sotik fine. A feature of the 
year’s work in this district was the improved supply of Lumbwa 
labour. For some months gangs of about 1,000 men were employed, 
and all the bridges on the Sotik road were built with Iccal labour. 


In Seyidie Province much repair work was done in the town of 
Mombasa, but the heavy traffic in the narrow streets and the destruc- 
tive effect of storm water combined to effect rapid detericration. 
Motor traffic increased considerably. 


The road to Malindi was repaired and drained. 


No new road work was done in Jubaland or Tanaland. 
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In the Kenya Province the West Kenya (Nyeri-Meru) road was the 
most important piece of new work done during the year. The length 
completed was, 64 miles. 


The volume of traffic along the Fort Hall road has now reached a 
point where the retention of an earth surface ceases to be an economical 
procedure. 

(c) Posts AnD TELEGRAPHS. 


The Post and Telegraph Services, which are amalgamated with those 
of the Uganda Protectorate, include 118 Post Offices and Agencies, 
of which 41 are also Money Order Offices. There are 102 Telegraph 
Offices, including those combined with Post Offices and those worked 
by the Uganda and Busoga Railways. 


Revenue. 

The total Post and Telegraph revenue of the combined Protectorates 
amounted to £44,428 13s. 10d., as compared with £39,047 17s. 7d. in 
1912-13, an increase of £5, 381, or nearly 14 per cent. The division 
of revenue between the two Protectorates gives the following results :— 


(A) Postal Revenue. 











| ’ 
Year | East Africa | Uganda Total 
| rere rae 
1912-13 \ £21,039 | £4,561 i £25,600 
1913-14 i 22,442 5,409 | 27,851 
| i 
7 ; | £1,408 ier £848 | £2,251 
MOSORO Oh ve |! [a percents | “19 per cent. “9 per cent. 
\ 





(8) Telegraph and Telephones. 














: East Africa Uganda 
Year | i j i eee ae ‘ Total 
Telegraphs | Pelephenes | Telegraphs | Telephones 
i 
1912-13 3| £8,057 £1,487 £2,262 | £84 | £11,890 
1913-14 | 10,006 2,232 2,726 57 16,021 
| —-| + 
| | Dec. | 
Increase} £1,949 | £745 | £464 £27 | £3,131 
of | - i Dec. | 26 
| 24 per cent. | 50 per cent. | 21 per cent. | 32 per cent. [per cent. 
i a i Ver 








In addition to the Telegraph revenue for East Africa, shown above, 
an amount of £1,557 6s. 8d. was received from the Uganda Railway 
for the maintenance of Railway Telegraph Lines. 
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Expenditure. 


The expenditure, including the cost of telegraph and telephone 
onstruction and maintenance in both Protectorates, amounted to 
51,286 18s. 54d., as compared with £42,540 4s. 74d. for 1912-13, an 
nerease of £8,747, or 21 per cent. The estimated division of expendi- 

‘ture gives the following figures :— 














Year. | East Africa. | Uganda. | Total. 
_ = soles cate, 
1912-13 i £29,926 £12,614 £42,540 
1913-14 i 35,928 15,359 51,287 
| a eee 
Increase ) £6,002 £2,745 | £8,747 





of { | 20 percent ~~ 22percent. | 21 per cent. 
| i aes + 





The amounts givén in the case of Uganda include £5,108 and £6,364 
for the years 1912-13 and 1913-14 respectively for telegraph and 
telephone construction and engineering services, the cost of which is 
borne on the Estimates of the Protectorate. 


Postal Matter. 


The number of letters, postcards, newspapers and book packets 
dealt with in the combined Protectorates during the year is estimated 
at 5,280,743, as compared with 4,449,063 in 1912-13, an increase of 
18 per cent. In East Africa the figures have increased from 3,549,830 
to 4,233,511, and in Uganda from 899,233 to 1,047,232, representing 
increases of 19 per cent. and 16 per cent. respectively. 


Parcel Post. 


During the year under review 76,406 parcels were dealt with in the 
combined Protectorates, as against 59,586 in the preceding year, an 
increase of 28 percent. Of this number 52,257 were posted or delivered 
in East Africa, and 24,149 in Uganda, representing an increase on last 
year’s figures of 32 per cent. for Kast Africa and 21 per cent. for Uganda. 


The value of parcels imported from countries abroad amounted to 
£64,202, as compared with £50,984 in 1912-13, an increase of 26-per 
cent. Of the incoming parcels, 4,319 were insured and valued at 
£14,490, whilst the outgoing insured parcels numbered 205, of the 
declared value of £1,836. 


The greater part of the increased overseas traffic was in respect of 
parcels imported from the United Kingdom, the numbers of which 
advanced by 30 per cent. in the case of East Africa and 35 per cent. 
for Uganda. 

Registered Letters. 


The total number of registered postal packets dealt with in the 
combined Protectorates during the year amounted to -156,893,, -as 
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compared with 132,944 in 1912-13, an increase of 18 per cent. Of 
this number 62,286 were posted in Hast Africa for delivery in the East 
Africa and Uganda Protectorates, and 34,589 for places abroad. In 
Uganda 19,044 registered articles wére posted for delivery in the two 
Protectorate’, and 7,084 for foreign countries. 


The number of articles received by the registered post from places 
abroad increased by 15 per cent., 33,890 letters, etc., being dealt with, 
as compared with 29,625 in the previous year. Of the foregoing 
27,861 were delivered in the East African Protectorate, and 6,029 
in Uganda. 

Undelivered Postal Packets. 


The total number of articles dealt with in the Returned Letter 
Office on account of the combined Protectorates was 50,335, as com- 
pared with 34,800 in 1912-13, an increase of 45 per cent., the number 
given being made up of 35,939 letters, 1,273 postcards, and 13,123 
newspapers, circulars, book packets, and samples. 


The inland correspondence dealt with, that is to say, the mail 
matter posted in the East Africa and Uganda Protectorates addressed 
to places within the Protectorates, and subsequently forwarded to 
the Returned Letter Office, numbered 30,823 articles, including 21,898 
letters, 480 postcards, and 8,445 newspapers, book packets, etc., 
being an increase of 44 per cent. on the previous year. Of these 
articles 21,668 were returned to the senders, and the balance, 9,155, 
destroyed as neither deliverable to the addressee nor returnable to 
the sender. 3 

Money Orders. 


In East Africa 31,866 orders, amounting to £201,275, were issued 
and 12,779, of the value of £111,017, were paid. Of the issues, 2,403 
orders, amounting to £10,174, represented remittances to the United 
Kingdom and places served through the intermediary of the London 
General Post Office. The transactions with India included 18,776 
orders, amounting to £103,032, as compared with 15,951 orders and 
£80,273 in 1912-13. 

British Postal Orders. 


The total number of British postal orders issued and paid in the 
combined Protectorates during’ the year 1913-14 was 27,644, as 
compared with 22,345 in 1912-13. The value represented by the 
orders was’ £16,542, being an increase of £3,082 on last year. The 
increase in the number of orders dealt with was 24 per cent. and 
value 23 per cent. , 

Post Office Savings Bank. 


The East Africa Protectorate Savings Bank, which has now been 
established for four years, meets with continued success. : 


The deposits during the year amounted to £46,595, as compared with 
£32,988 for 1912-13. The withdrawals totalled £32,143, as against 
£21,141 for the previous year. The:net increase of deposits for the 
year was thus £14,452. ~ a 
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On the 31st of March, 1914, there were 2,926 active accounts, 
representing an increase of 42 per cent. during the year. The total 
amount standing to the credit of depositors on the 31st of March, 1914, 
was £48,319, as compared with £32,975 on the 31st of March, 1913, 
an increase of 47 per cent. 


Telegraphs. 


During the past financial year 239,454 telegrams and cablegrams 
were dealt with in the combined Protectorates, as compared with 
199,900 in 1912-13, an increase of nearly 20 per cent. 


The telegraph traffic to and from countries overseas amounted to 
44,401 messages in the case of East Africa, and 3,515 for and from 
Uganda, or 47,916 in all. Of this number 12,077 were sent at 
“ deferred ” rates. 


Telephones. 


The development of the telephone system is shown by the following 
table :— 





Exchange Connection(including 











| ‘4 
i extensions). 
Year. f PR Pe NE 
Official. Private. 
| | ; 
1911-12 | 152 | 93 
| | 
1912-12 178 | 139 
1913-14... re a | 188 | 243 
| | 





During the past year the number of private connections to the 
Nairobi Telephone Exchange has more than doubled, and the increase 
would have been greater but for delays in the delivery of new material. 

There are now telephone exchanges at Nairobi, Mombasa, and 
Kisumu, in East Africa, and at Entebbe, Kampala, and Jinja, in 
Uganda. The total number of exchange calls registered in Hast 
Africa was 555,921, as against 389,867 for 1912-13. In Uganda the 
calls registered for 1913-14 numbered 139,628, as against 116,081 for 
the previous year. 

The East Africa telephone system now extends to 757 miles of wire, 
with 524 telephones installed. Of the latter 398 are at Nairobi and 77 
at Mombasa. The capital cost of the telephone system is approxi- 
mately £5,596. : 


Staff. 


The staff, excluding Africans and Asiatic postmen, numbered 201. 
There were, in addition, 10 European sub-postmasters (storekeepers), 
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23 African clerks, 10 Asiatic postmen, and about 433 Africans employed 
as postmen, messengers, linesmen, and mail runners, making a total 
staff of approximately 677. : 


Of a total of 81 European officers 31 were members of the female 
ataff of accountants, telegraphists, and telephone-operators. 





VII.—JUDICIAL, LEGAL, .POLICE, AND PRISONS. 
(a) Jupictau. 


The total number of cases dealt with during the year by the High 
Court shows a considerable increase over last year. 


The particulars of the cases as compared with the three previous 
years are as follows :— 
- 1910-11 1911-12 1912-13 1913-14 
Original civil cases filed 


Mombasa .. 91 120 86 174 
Original civil cases filed 
Nairobi 25 38 52 95 


Original civil cases filed 
other District pee , 
tries .. 5 7 5 10 35 


Original criminal cases 94 77 105 103 
Magistrates’ cases sent 

for confirmation .. 390 487 454 469 
Magistrates’ cases revised 

by High Court .. 85 44 28 40 
Appeals, criminal .. 69 62 54 38 
Appeals, civil 78 65 58 47 
Probate and Administra- 

tion causes .. .. 146 151 138 208 
Insolvencies .. 4 14 7 9 
Trust causes adminis- 

tered. . a .. 26 22 25 22 





Totals .. 965 1,085 1,017 1,240 





The scheduled liabilities of the insolvencies amounted to Rs.259,579, 
and the total value of the trust estates administered to Rs.64,850. 


It will be seen that during the year the original work has practically 
doubled and the list included cases of considerable importance, more 
particularly the Masai, the Jibana, and the Memon cases, of which the 
last is now under appeal to the Privy Council. 


The progressive decrease in appeals, both civil and criminal, to the 
High Court from subordinate courts is very noticeable and is an indica- 
tion of the satisfactory manner in which cases have been dealt with 
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in the subordinate courts. The civil appeals in fact represent only 
65 per cent. of the total cases filed, and of those appeals 50 per cent. 
were dismissed. Of the criminal appeals over 63. per cent. were 
dismissed. 


In last year’s report there was occasion to note the increase in the 
volume of the civil work of the High Court up country, and more 
particularly at Nairobi, and the figures for the present year show that 
that increase is continuing in a marked degree ; and whereas in former 
years a few days on circuit have sufficed to dispose of all the civil 
work at Nairobi, it now takes several months. 


The work of the Town Magistrate’s Court at Nairobi was very heavy 
during the year as is shown by the number of cases dealt with, both 
civil and criminal, as compared with previous years. 


The civil list, however, includes cases for the recovery of non-native 
poll tax, which accounts for a portion of the increase in this court as 
in other Town Magistrates’ Courts. 


The following is a comparative table showing the work of the Court 
for the last three years :— 


Civil. Criminal. Insolvency. Probate and 
Administration. 
1913-14... 1,788 1,921 5 s 
1912-13... 1,043 1,578 3 12 
1911-12... 722 1,530 4 17 


The total number of cases dealt with thus shows an increase of over 
64 per cent. in the last two years. 


The civil fees alone taken by the Town Magistrate amount to 
Rs,29,550, as compared with Rs.20,000 last year. 


The work of the Town Magistrate’s Court at Nakuru and Kisumu 
shows that there has been a slight decrease at the former place and a 
very considerable increase at the latter, due, no doubt, to the growing 
trade and size of Kisumu. 


Mombasa. 
There has been a considerable increase in the work done in the past 


year in the Town Magistrate’s Court, Mombasa, both civil and 
criminal ; the figures are as follows :— 


Civil. Criminal. 
1913-14 1,478 960 
1912-13 700 706 
1911-12 823 643 


This court does not deal with insolvencies or probate and adminis- 
tration causes, which are all dealt with by the High Court. 5 
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The principal work of the court of the Town Magistrate, Lamu, 
continues to be the administration of native estates. 


The other work of the court is small in volume, the figures being :— 


Probate and 
Civil. Criminal. Administration. 
1913-14 ak 188 98 113 
1912-13 a 145 228 158 


Eldoret. 


This is the first year of the existence of this court and the cases 

_ dealt with are few in number ; they are as follows :— 

: Probate and 
Civil. Criminal. Administration. 

1913-14 ee 13 191 = 


General Civil Work. 


An analysis of the general civil work of all the courts in the Protecto- 
rate shows an increase in every class of case dealt with, the total 
number of cases dealt with during the year being 7,207, as against 
4,502 in the previous year, an increase of 2,705 or 60 per cent. .Of 
this increase 1,952 is under the heading of cases under Rs.100, which 
includes all proceedings for the recovery of non-native poll tax, which 
accounts for a material portion of the increase. 


On the other hand there has also been an increase of 60 per cent. 
in the cases between Rs.100 and Rs.1,000, and of 100 per cent. in 
the cases over Rs.1,000. 


The number of persons brought before the magistrates during the 
year amounted to 13,100, or 1,185 more than in the previous year. 
This increase is considerable and is due to a variety of causes, viz., 
the extension of the administration of the country, the increase of 
native labour working for hire, the collection of native hut and poll 
tax, the growth of the principal townships and the consequent multipli- 
cation of municipal regulations. The increased number of convictions 
before the magistrates, viz., 1,163, is almost entirely accounted for 
under the heads of failure to pay native hut and poll tax, breaches of 
Township Regulations, breaches of Pass Regulations, and offences 
under the Masters and Servants Ordinance. 


As regards more serious crime, there has been a gratifying decrease, 
Convictions by magistrates for offences against property ate 1,193, 
or 15 per cent. less than last year and far the lowest record for the 
last five years. 


Offences against the person show an increase of over 12 per cent., 
while stock theft shows the smallest number of convictions recorded, 
viz., 267, or a decrease of 3 per cent. over the previous year. The 
number of persons brought before.the magistrates on this charge also 
shows a diminution of 12. Stat 
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Convictions for homicide in the High Court are 102, as against 42 
in the previous year ; this apparently large increase is accounted for 
by the fact that over 50 persons were tried at one time in the Kiambu 
Native Tribunal case for being concerned in the burning of certain 
persons suspected of being witch doctors. Eliminating this case 
the figures otherwise show but a slight increase. 


Thirty-three sentences of death were passed, of which 12 were 
commuted by the Governor. 


The comparative figures of convictions for the last five years are 


appended :— 
1913-14 1912-13 1911-12 1910-11 1909-10 


Europeans... 260 11 83 17 76 
Asiatics .. 709 501 454 328 463 
Natives .. 9,113 8,418 6,547 6,698 6,839 


This return shows material increases in each class, the most important 
being that of convictions of Europeans, which have increased by 
73 per cent. The total is made up as follows :— 


Offences against the person .. as ok 22 
Offences against Perey ne 2 ie 7 
Other offences. . me oe - 231 


During the year one special sessions of the Court cf Appeal for 
Eastern Africa was held in addition to the two ordinary sessions. 


As might be expected, having regard to the increased work done, 
the total Judicial revenue shows a very large increase over last year, 
the previous highest recorded. The respective figures for 1912-13 
and for 1913-14 are Rs. 165,403 and Rs. 329,486. 


This large increase is in the main due to increased fines and forfeitures, 
which amount to Rs.206,383, as against Rs.75,843 for the previous 
year. Heavy fines during the year have been imposed under the Stock 
and Produce Theft Ordinance, and for breaches of the Game and 
Diseases of Animals Ordinances. 


(B) Lrca. 
The following are the principal Ordinances passed during the year :— 


The Prevention of Cruelty io Animals Ordinance 1913 (No. 3 of 
1913).—An Ordinance to make further and better provision for the 
prevention of cruelty to animals. 


The Immigration Restriction Amendment Ordinance 1913 (No. 4 of 
1913).—An Ordinance to amend the Immigration Restriction Ordinance 
1906. ; 


The Stock and Produce Theft Ordinance 1912 (No. 8 of 1913).—An 
Ordinance to make further and better provision for the prevention 
of the theft of stock and produce. 


Public Health Ordinance 1913 (No. 10 of 1913). 
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The Wireless Telegraphy Ordinance 1913 (No. 12 of 1913).—An 
Ordinance to make further and. better provision for the regulation 
of wireless telegraphy. . 


The Abuse of ‘Opiates Prevention Ordinance 1913 (No. 14 of 1913).— 
An Ordinance to make provision for the suppression of the abuse 
of opium and certain other opiates. 


The Patents and Designs Ordinance 1913 (No. 1 of 1914).—An 
Ordinance to make provision for the protection of inventions and 
designs. q 


Registration of Documents. 


The past year has been one of great activity in the real estate market 
and the revenue of the Department has consequently increased very 
considerably. In the coast area many titles in which uncertainty 
hitherto existed have been cleared and clean certificates registered 
in the names of successful applicants, 


The number of transactions dealt with during the year amounted 
to 4,822, as against 3,664 last year. 


The centralization of all registration work in the Highlands is about 
to take place in Nairobi. 


The total revenue derived from all sources amounted to Rs.122,582, 
as against Rs.87,089 for the previous yeay. 


Administration of Estates. 


During the year 160 fresh causes have been opened, showing an 
increase of 44 over the previous year. Of these 7 are treated as 
" miscellaneous causes in which estates not exceeding Rs. 100 in value 
are dealt with without application being made to the court for an 
order to administer. 


The causes opened are divided up as follows :— 


European - sé dn re sb 21 
Asiatic .. ws me oh ae 3 34 
Native .. be ee aR oe af 98 


The percentage of native estates dealt with has compared favourably 
with the number dealt with in past years and shows a slight increase. 


Rs,154,307 have been received and allocated to various estates 
and Rs.154,350 paid out. 


During the year 217 causes have been dealt with and 147 finally 
disposed of. 


Fifty-three lots of immovable property have been dealt with, 
realising Rs.55,000, and include property situated in the Provinces 
of Seyidie, Ukamba, Naivasha, and Nyanza. 

Three minors’ trust causes have been opened and at the present 
time 15 causes remain open. 


The revenue collected during the year amounted to Rs.9,686, as 
against Rs.6,335 in 1912-13. ; : 
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Trade Marks. 
169 trade marks were registered during the year, as against 24 in 1913. 
Inventions. 


Fifteen inventions have been registered and a revenue of Rs.4,293 
obtained. ; 
Joint Stock Companies. 


Twenty-nine new companies have been registered, an increase of 
six over the previous year. The total nominal capital of these 
amounted to £436,500. 


There are now 96 companies on the register. 


The total revenue from registration fees, stamp duty, and filing fees 
amounted to Rs.8,134. 
(c) Pottce. 


The total number of Asiatic and African recruits enlisted during 
the year was 486, as compared with 623 in 1912. 263 recruits were 
under training on the Ist January, 1913, the total number dealt 
with, therefore, during the year was 749. 

The majority of recruits were drawn from the Kavirondo (Jaluo), 
Akamba, and Nandi tribes. ; 

The training depét has continued to serve a useful purpose. No 
less than 700 recruits were on the books of the depét during the year 
and 347 were passed out to the various units for duty as trained 
constables. 

A gymnasium was erected and the course of gymnastics through 
which every recruit was put did much to improve their physique. 

The total numbet of punishments awarded departmentally and 
judicially decreased from 1,072 in 1912 to 978 in 1913. d 

The number of casualties was 340, as against 415in 1912. Of these 
17 died, 5 deserted, 37 were pronounced medically unfit, 50 were 
dismissed, 64 were discharged as unlikely to become efficient, and 
163 became time-expired. 

The decrease in the percentage of dismissals to strength, viz., 2°88 
in 1913, as against 4°74 in 1912, was one of the most satisfactory 
features of the year. 

The improvement in the health of the Asiatic and African police 
reported in last year’s report was maintained. The decrease in the 
number of cases of venereal disease was specially marked. The health 
of European officers, non-commissioned officers, and constables was 
also good and very few cases of sickness were reported. 

The total number of true cases reported during the year was 4,572. 
as against 4,614 in 1912. 5,667 persons were arrested or summoned 
and 5,528 brought before the courts for trial. Of these 4,252 were 
convicted. The total number of true cases of cognizable crime under 
the-Indian Penal Code dealt with was 2,107, against 2,213 in 1912. 
a decrease of 106. 
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Property to the value of Rs.95,344 was reported to the police as 
lost and Rs.28,428 was recovered. 


The total of 4,159 finger permit slips filed in the Bureau at the end 
of 1912 was increased by 1,231 during the year, of which number 
1,050 were slips of criminals and 181 of discharged police. 


The number of references to the Finger Permit Bureau for the 

* antecedents of suspected persons was 1,110 and the number of identifi- 

cations 174. Of the 1,110 slips sent for search, 586 were eventually 
convicted of offences. 


The estimated cost of the Department for the year was £49,264, 
as against £47,431 for the previous year. The actual expenditure was 
£47,292 in 1913-14, whilst that for the year 1912-13 was £42,471. 
The difference between the estimated and actual expenditure was 
due mainly to the delay in recruiting the European police up to 
establishment and a shortage in the Asiatic and African ranks during 
the early months of the financial year. 


(p) Prisons. 


A total number of 9,293 prisoners was admitted to the various 
prisons, as compared with 7.899 during the previous year. 


Of these 9,293 prisoners 1,687 were long term convicts, 4,205 short 
term convicts, 3,351 were committed for safe custody while awaiting 
trial, etc., and 50 were debtors. Included in the total were 97 women 
and 94 juveniles. 


The average prison population throughout the year was 1,639°87 
as compared with 1,508 in 1912-13 and 1,345 in 1911-12. There is an 
increase of 1,054 in the number of convicted prisoners over last year, 
but this increase can scarcely be regarded as more than normal and 
is due both to the accumulation of long term convicts, the increased 
extent of territory brought under administration, and the better 
enfercement of the law. 


Thirty-two boys were received into the Reformatory during the year. 
Nine were discharged, 3 escaped, and one died, leaving a population 
of 66 boys in that institution at the end of the year ; the management 
of which continues to be satisfactory. 


The total expenditure of the Department during the year, exclusive 
of buildings, their maintenance and tepair, or of medical attendance, 
amounted to £15,929 10s. 8d., as against £14,324 in 1912-13 and 
£13,121 in 1911-12, the cost per psisoner on the average population 
being £9 14s. Od. as against £9 16s. Od. in 1912-13 and £9 15s. Od. in 
1911-12. 


Ninety-four prisoners died and 39 escaped during the year under 
review, as compared with 71 deaths and 58 escapes in 1912-13, and 103 
deaths and 48 escapes in 1911-12. 


The conduct of the staff has been good and so also has that of 
the prisoners. 
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The industrial sections of the prisons at Nairobi and Mombasa 
continue to do good work, but to a somewhat lesser extent tlian 
formerly, as manufactures are now strictly confined to the require- 
ments of public departments and private orders are not accepted. 
Unskilled labour, as formerly, has been given free to other depart- 
ments, such as the Uganda Railway, Board of Health, Public Works 
Department, thus materially reducing their expenditure. 


In provincial and district prisons the prisoners have been employed, 
as in former years, in bush clearing, road making, tree planting, the 
cultivation of prison farms, and generally in keeping the station and 
its environments clean. 


VIIL—CLIMATE AND HEALTH. 
(a) Pusric Heaurs. 


If it were not for the disastrous effects of the epidemic diseases which 
so seriously affected the Protectorate during the year, it could be said 
that a better standard of health was maintained than has yet™been 
recorded. The grand total of those who presented themselves for 
treatment was 108,520, as against 93,408 in 1912. 


The predominating diseases, affecting all zones in almost equal 
proportions, were diseases of the digestive, respiratory and locomotory 
organs, and affections of the skin. Of the more preventable diseases 
malaria easily comes first, very few parts of the country escaping this 
infection. Dysentery also is generally prevalent. Anti-typhoid 
inoculation has been inaugurated. 


1. The Coast Zone. 


Communicable Diseases.—The number of cases of malaria treated 
was less than in 1912, the decrease being to a great extent due to the 
spread of knowledge and an extended use of quinine. There were 
11 cases of blackwater fever, and one case of trypanosomiasis, the 
subject being a derelict native brought in by the police of whom no 
history could be obtained. 


There isa large field for research in the study of elephantiasis, as 
cases are common, though rarely presenting themselves for treatment. 


Infectious or Epidemic Diseases.—The 27 cases of plague, with a 
mortality of 59°25 per cent., recorded last year increased to 208, with 
a death-rate of 88°46 per cent., the vast majority of cases occurring 
in Mombasa. Largely owing to the vigorous measures instituted by 
Professor Simpson, there have been no reported cases since December 
7th. The cooler months of the year produced the greatest incidence. 
The type was largely bubonic, with a serious proportion of pneumonic 
cases. 


Smallpox occurred at infrequent intervals. 
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The number of cases of dysentery increased considerably, the chief 
sufferers being imported labourers from Kikiyu and Kavirondo. 


There were 28 cases of beri-beri, the patients being all from 
up country. : 


There were four cases of enteric, all Europeans, none of which 
proved fatal. : 


There. were sporadic cases of cerebro-spinal meningitis. 


General.European Population.—The improvement in general condi- 
tions of health was satisfactorily maintained. Malaria was the 
principal cause of sickness. 


2. The Mountainous Area. 


The general tenor of reports from various districts was that the 
health of Europeans and natives was more satisfactory than last year. 


Communicable Diseases.—There was an appreciable decrease in the 
number of cases of malaria. The type was largely sub-tertian. 


There were three cases of blackwater fever, one of which proved fatal. 


Infectious or Epidemic Diseases.—There were 25 cases of plague at 
Nairobi, with 19 deaths, and 31 cases at Kisumu, with a mortality 
of 87 per cent. 


Sixty-three cases of smallpox were recorded, of which 12 were fatal. 


A severe outbreak of dysentery occurred in January amongst the 
labourers employed on the construction of the Eldoret-Londiani road. 
The total number of cases throughout the zone was 777, as against 
612 in 1912. 


There were 21 cases of enteric, one of which proved fatal. 


Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis.—The number of cases reported was 288, 
with 152 deaths. The rains were early and prolonged, and it was 
during these cooler months that the epidemic was more apparent. Of 
the total admissions 9 were Europeans, with 2 deaths. 


General European Population.—The most noticeable feature during 
the year was the large number of children’s diseases, chiefly cases 
of intestinal trouble. The estimated population was 4,596, the 
number of births being 84 and deaths 46, the ratio being 18°3 and 
10-0 per 1,000 respectively. 


3. The Kenya and Nyanza Provinces. 


During the. wetter and colder months rheumatic affections prevailed 
very largely in the neighbourhood of Mount Kenya. 

Communicable Diseases.—3,627 cases of malaria were recorded, as 
against 3,134 in 1912. Some of the native chiefs in the Kenya Province 
have taken to sleeping under mosquito nets. 

One case of blackwater fever was reported. 


One imported caseYof sleeping sickness was discovered at Kisii, 
30 or 40 miles from the Lake shore, but notifications of the occurrence 
of this disease are yearly getting rarer. 
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Infectious or Epidemic Diseases.—The epidemic of cerebro-spinal 
meningitis which broke out in May was the most disastrous experienced 
in the Kenya Province since the advent of European occupation. So 
severe was it that at one time it threatened to paralyze the interior 
economy of the province. It is quite impossible to estimate the 
number of cases, but it is probable that the normal sick-rate among 
the native population was more than doubled. The death-rate is 
estimated at from 3 to 10 per cent. above the normal. The infection 
did not reach the Nyanza Province till the latter part of the year. 

Thirty-one cases of plague occurred at Kisumu, with a mortality 
of 87 per cent. 

For the first time on record no cases of smallpox were reported 
in the Nyanza Province. Desultory cases were met with in the 
Kenya Province. 

The incidence of dysentery was normal. 

There were 15 cases of enteric, with 3 deaths. 


General European Population—The general standard of health 
has been good. No deaths were recorded. It is estimated that the 
population is 568. 

4. The Desert Zone. 


There were several cases of conjunctivitis and corneal ulcers, 
probably due to glare, sand, and flies. 

Communicable Diseases —The predominating cause of sickness was 
malaria, 445 cases being notified in Kismayu alone. 

Dysentery was common in Jubaland, owing to the dependence of 
the population on the muddy waters of the Juba River and polluted 
wells. 

Infectious or Epidemic Diseases—No cases of smallpox or enteric 
were recorded. 

There were two cases of beri-beri at Yonte and cerebro-spinal 
meningitis appeared in two instances. 

General European Population—The general standard of health of 
Europeans in these regions has always been good, and this year was no 
exception ; only one case of malaria was recorded. 

Comparative table showing the average daily number of officials. 
on the sick list :— 


1912. 1913. 
The Coast Zone ie; ie oe 2-09 2°18 
The Mountainous Area : = 5°61 7°04 


The Nyanza and Kenya Provinces 1:60 1°68 


(B) Sanrration. 


The Sanitation Division was created on the 1st of April, 1913, 
under a Chief Sanitation Officer. 

In June Professor W. J. Simpson, C.M.G., Professor of Hygiene 
at King’s College, London, arrived to enquire into the sanitary con- 
ditions of the Protectorate. His report was not received during the 
year under review. : 


(0147) D 
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The following legislation dealing with medical matters was passed 
during the year :— 


“ The Leprosy Ordinance 1913,” making provision for the isolation 
and detention of persons affected with leprosy. 


“ The Public Health Ordinance 1913,” giving powers to the Sanitary 
Board to regulate the division, etc., of any lands for building purposes 
outside a township within five miles radius. 


“The Immigration Restriction Amendment Ordinance 1913.” 
“The Vaccination Amendment (No. 2) Ordinance 1913.” 


Rules under “‘ The Infectious Diseases Ordinance 1903,” conferring 
powers to enter, search, disinfect, etc., etc. 


The Building Rules, Nairobi, 1913. 
A General Public Health Act is in course of preparation. 


1. Preventive Measures. 


Malaria.—Energetic measures are being carried out against mosquitos 
by gangs maintained at Mombasa, Nairobi, and Kisumu, and there isa 
distinct decrease in the number of cases in districts where a general 
knowledge of the causes of this disease is being acquired. All medical 
stations have been circularized and their attention invited to the 
necessity for still further operations. 


Trypanosomiasis—Six cases were treated during the year, of whom 
three died. No special measures are employed to limit or control 
the disease in Kavirondo, and it is gradually disappearing. 


Epidemic Diseases.—The Protectorate suffered from serious epidemics 
of cerebro-spinal meningitis and plague. It is quite impossible to 
estimate the number of cases of the former disease, but the outbreak 
was the most serious that has ever occurred in the Protectorate. Its 
greatest ravages were experienced among the Kikuyu tribes, whence 
later it spread to the Kavirondo districts. The actual number of 
cases recorded was 1,128, but this figure in no way represents the 
actual mortality. 


The total number of cases of plague reported during the year was 
272, of whom 236 died. 208 cases occurred at Mombasa, 25 at Nairobi 
and 31 at Kisumu. The types observed were: bubonic, 154; septi- 
cemic, 9; pneumonic, 45. 


The number of rats caught in these three townships was : Mombasa, 
1,656 ; Nairobi, 2,882 ; Kisumu, 10,183. 


The measures adopted to suppress the outbreak at Mombasa were 
house to house visitation, fumigation, segregation, inspection of 
travellers, and inoculation with Hafikine’s prophylactic in 48,478 
instances. Similar steps were taken in other parts of the Protectorate. 


Smallpox.—The number of cases reported was 166, of which 30 
proved fatal. 
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The following table shows the number of cases for the last three 
years, and the number of vaccinations performed :— 


1913. 1912. 1911. 


Cases of smallpox +8 166 323 159 
Vaccinations... #8 131,757 79,252 15,167 


The lymph used was prepared at the Government laboratory and 
the quantity issued was 376,202 doses. 


Dysentery.—The number of cases was considerable and the disease 
appears throughout the Protectorate. It appears that the bacillary 
type is accountable for the majority of cases. 


Enteric.—Kight cases were reported in Mombasa, 15 in Nairobi, 
and 10 in other localities. Arrangements for preventive inoculation 
-are being made. 


2. General Measures. 


Sewage Disposal.—No water-borne sewage scheme has yet been 
‘installed, but in a few isolated cases septic tanks have been added to 
residences. The single bucket system is in vogue generally. The 
contents of the buckets are thrown into the sea at Mombasa, and 
buried in trenches at Naircbi, Kisumu, and other towns. 


Disposal of Refuse—The removal of house refuse and general 
scavenging is undertaken in Nairobi by the Municipal Committee, 
and in Mombasa, Nakuru, Kisumu, and some of the smaller townships 
by the Administration. | Effective legislation is, however, needed 
in order that the authorities may be enabled to carry out their duties 
in a satisfactory manner and the Public Health Act, which it is hoped 
to enact in a short time, will be of great assistance. 


Water Supply.—It must now be accepted that all African rivers are 
more or less polluted, and general filtration, etc., is most necessary 
before water can be considered fit to drink. The Mombasa service 
will not be completed for some time. Similar services are being taken 
in hand for Nakuru and Kisumu. 


Drainage.—Except in Nairobi, where the Bransby- Williams scheme 
is now well in hand, no township possesses a drainage scheme of a 
kind that can be regarded as satisfactory. At Mombasa and in the 
scattered residential districts the need is not acute, owing to the 
absorbent nature of the soil, but in the more densely populated areas 
the question is of great importance. A large amount of the work 
performed by the anti-mosquito gangs is caused by the absence of 
adequate provision for the removal of waste water. 


Bush Clearing.—Considerable work has been done during the year, 
not only in bush cutting, but also in digging out roots. The alterations 
in the general appearance of certain areas in Mombasa, Nairobi, and 
Kisumu are very much for the better. The southern part of Mombasa 
is now clear of bush. The acreage cleared at Nairobi is 1,229 acres, 
the work being done by a gang of between 20 and 40 convicts. 
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At Kisumu an area of nearly 4 square miles has been cleared and 
stumped. : 
(c) GoverNMENT InstTITUTIONS. 


(1) European Hospitals. 
Table showing admissions and death-rate of patients in the European 


hospitals at Nairobi and Mombasa :— 
1911. 1912. 1913. 


Total number of admissions .. 230 276 347 
Total number of deaths ae 14 ll 14 
Percentage of deaths to admis- 

sions .. ie oe a 6°09 3°99 4:03 
Average number of beds daily 

occupied... a ae 8 11°05 16 


Of the admissions 194 were officials and 153 non-officials, giving a 
percentage of 56 for the former and 44 for the latter. 


The principal diseases treated were :— 


Malaria.—101 cases, 39 of which were officials, the admission 
rate being 40°52 per cent., as against 33°33 per cent. last year. There 
were three deaths. The bulk of the cases came from Mombasa, the 
type being mostly sub-tertian. 

Blackwater Fever.—Four cases were admitted, two being fatal. 

Enteric_—Highteen cases were treated during the year, as against 
23 in 1912-13. One case proved fatal. The character of the disease 
was much the same as previously recorded. The bulk of the cases 
came from Nairobi. 

Dysentery.—Seven cases only were admitted, as against 13 in 1912 
and 10 in 1911. Two ¢ases were ameebic, one was bacillary in origin, 
and the rest undetermined. 

Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis —During the epidemic seven cases were 
admitted to Nairobi Hospital. There was one death. i 

Operations. —Thirty-two major operations were performed, all, with 
the exception of two, at Nairobi. These included operations for appen- 
dicitis, resection of rib for empyzema, abscesses of neck, knee, and liver, 
perforation of typhoid ulcer, drainage of gall-bladder, hemorrhoids, 
ovariotomy, polypus recti, etc., etc. All, except one, were successful 
and the patients discharged cured. 


(2) Civil Hospitals and Dispensaries. 


There are 41 native hospitals and dispensaries in the Protectorate. 


The following summary shows the cases treated :— 
1911. 1912, 1913. 
In. Out. Ih. Out. Tn. Out. 
Admissions .. 5,548 80,262 15,233 77,837 11,012 95,778 
Deaths 2x BUR 522 764 
Death-rate per 
1,000 .. 106°70 34:26 69:37 
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Lunatic Asylum.—Sixty-eight cases were under treatment during 
the year, as compared with 72 in 1912-13. Five cases were Europeans. 
The number of deaths was 16. 


As far as can be ascertained, the main causes of admission were due 
to syphilis, congenital or acquired, and alcoholism. In one instance 
the msanity was caused by malarial infection, which rapidly yielded 
to appropriate treatment. The mortality rate, though less than last 
year, is still very high. The majority of patients are in advanced 
stage on arrival and are prone to succumb very easily. 


Gaols.—The two main convict establishments are at Mombasa and 
Nairobi, attached to the latter being a field prison boma at Ndarugu, 
onthe Fort Hall Road. The daily average lock-up was: Nairobi, 447; 
Ndarugu, 300; Mombasa, 245. The general health of the prisoners 
was on the whole good. 


Bacteriological Laboratory.—5,581 examinations were performed, 
including :— 


Blood .. a of Bs a3 1,420 
Malaria .. ES re cs a3 191 
Cerebro-spinal meningitis, 

positive .. a a as 147 

negative .. ne os - 62 
Plague, 

Human, positive .. mo me 29 

Human, negative .. bed eos 25 
Rats, positive .. a oe ae 34 
Rats, negative .. ns av oe 3,084 
Rats, decompose 2 er e: 16 
Urines .. a a we on 163 
Veterinary AP ats oY es 64 


The output of glycerinated vaccine lymph was 370,802 doses. 


IX.—_NATIVE ADMINISTRATION. 


(4) HicHuanps anp Nyanza Basin PRovIncEs. 
(1) Nyanza Province. 


The Nyanza Province consists of the Kisumu, North and South 
Kavirondo, Nandi, and Lumbwa Districts. 


The revised estimated native population based on the count of 
huts is 1,100,000. The total non-native population of the province 
is 2,527, including 378 Europeans. 


The number of huts assessed came to 328,636, as compared with 
313,761 in 1912-13. 
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Revenue.—The total revenue collected during the year amounted 
to Rs.1,162,637, or £77,509, of which the following amounts represent 
hut tax :-— 

1913-14. 1912-13. 


Kisumu... i Ae ae 270,939 265,680 
North Kavirondo .. os As 383,565  355;917 
Nandi $5 oes ao eS 36,054 33,501 
Lumbwa .. an Cs ‘ef 58,578 55,953 
South Kavirondo. . oe .. 250,965 238,224 





Rs.1,000,101 Rs.949,275 





The increase in hut tax was most satisfactory ; non-native poll tax 
realized Rs.29,433, as against Rs.19,690 for the previous year. 


Native Affairs.—The native authorities generally in the Kavirondo 
districts have performed their duties efficiently. In the Lumbwa 
District it was necessary to remove the Lumbwa Laibon, as his conduct 
had been very unsatisfactory. It is hoped that this action will have 
a very beneficial effect upon the district. 


There has been a certain amount of the customary migratory move- 
ment both ways over the Anglo-German boundary. The relations 
with the Imperial German officials continued to be most satisfactory 
during the year. 


Trade.—Trade in imported goods has been exceedingly good 
throughout the year and there is every evidence that the future 
prospects are very promising. 


The natives in all the Kavirondo districts are becoming large 
consumers of various kinds of imported goods. 

The native produce trade is growing gradually in importance. 

18,023 tons of produce were railed from the Province during the 
year, being an increase of 224 tons over last year. 


Large areas of coffee have been planted by European settlers. A 
flax industry has been promoted in Lumbwa District. The Lumbwa 
creamery is conducting a thriving business with butter and cheese. 


Labour.—28,496 labourers were registered for work in and out of 
the province during the year. This shows a very satisfactory increase 
of nearly 57 per cent. over the figures of last year. 


(2) Naivasha Province. 


The Naivasha Province is divided into the following districts :— 


Naivasha (with sub-district, Nakuru) ; 
Ravine (with sub-district, Maraquet) ; 
Baringo, Turkana and Uasin Gishu (with sub-district, Elgeyo). _ 


The European population is 1,521 and the native population. 
approximately 132,129, 
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Revenue.—The total revenue collected amounted to Rs.190,634, 
which was an increase of Rs.62,365 over last year. The amount of 
hut tax collected was Rs.84,573, as compared with Rs.48,044 in 
1912-13. 


Trade.—In Nakuru District some 7,000 acres of crops of various 
kinds were planted, including maize, wheat, oats, barley, peas, potatoes, 
linseed and flax. Considerable areas of coffee have been planted 
and done well. 


Great improvements in the grading of stock have been noticeable 
during the year. 


Sheep have not done quite so well as cattle. 


Natives have suffered largely from cattle diseases, both rinderpest 
and East Coast fever. 


Native Affairs—Owing to the frequency of stock thefts it was 
considered advisable to send a patrol of King’s African Rifles to 
administer a fine under the Collective Punishments Ordinance. This 
was carried out without difficulty. 


In Maraquet Sub-district the attitude of certain sections of the 
tribe rendered it necessary to patrol the district and this was accom- 
plished without difficulty. 


The headquarters of the Turkana District were removed from 
Ngabotok to Maerich and the present site is much more suitable from 
an administrative point of view. 


Considerable progress has been made during the year on the Uasin 
Gishu plateau. 

The Elgeyo tribe was attached for purposes of administration to the 
Uasin Gishu District and a census taken showed a population of 


between 16,000 and 17,000 persons. The Elgeyo country has been 
opened to trade, which consists generally in goats, sheep, and skins. 


Labour.—Labour has been fairly plentiful during the year. 


(3) Masai Reserve. 


The Reserve has been divided into two districts, having head- 
quarters respectively at Ngong and Narok River, the latter station 
being the headquarters of the Reserve. Engirende (Mara River) has 
been made a sub-station. 


It is estimated that there are between 30,000 and 34,000 Masai 
in the reserve. 


Revenue.—The total revenue amounted to Rs.37,647, of which 
Rs.21,525 was collected as hut and poll tax. 

Trade.—Cattle, sheep, and skins are the only articles which the 
Masai have to offer for sale. 


There has been a very brisk trade in sheep during the year, mostly 
with the Kikuyu. 
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Trade with the Masai is carried on almost entirely by barter. Native 
flour, tobacco, sugar, honey, swords, cooking pots, knives, axes, 
blankets, cloth, and umbrellas are the principal articles dealt in. 


Native Affairs—The removal of the Masai from Laikipia was 
completed towards the end of April, 1913. The move resulted in the 
transference of some 7,000 Masai with about 200,000 head of cattle 
and 600,000 sheep to the new Reserve. Although somewhat strange 
to their new surroundings at first, the Masai now have begun to 
settle down contentedly. The administration of the Reserve is being 
actively undertaken, but progress must necessarily be slow for 
some time. 


Labour.—There are a fair number of young men and boys employed 
by European farmers as herdsmen and they are able to obtain good 
wages for this class of work. 


(4) Kenya Province. 


The province comprises four districts, viz., Nyeri, Fort Hall, Embu, 
and Meru. 

The European popalenond is 178 and the native population about 
840,500. 

Revenue.—The total revenue amounted to Rs.836,268, as against 
Rs.757,440 for the previous year. 

The amount of hut tax collected was Rs.786,729, as compared with 
Rs.733,654 in 1912-13. 

Trade.—A number of trade centres have been opened in the province 
and are doing well, particularly the one at Meru. 

There appears to be a growing demand among the natives for 
blankets, cotton goods, and agricultural implements. 

Nyeri is the chief centre for trade in live stock, more especially sheep 
and goats. There is a large trade in grain, fowls, and eggs, principally 
from Fort Hall District. 

Native Affairs —During the year ts divisions of Chuka and Mwimbe 
in the Embu District were formed into a sub-district known as Chuka. 

The natives throughout the province have been peaceful and a 
marked advance in their social condition has been noticeable. There 
has been a large increase in the money wealth of the native commu- 
nity, earned partly by manual labour and partly by selling produce. 

Labour.—Over 25,000 natives went out to work on their own 
initiative and about 72,000 were recruited for work inside and outside 


the province. 
(5) Ukamba Province. 


The Ukamba Province comprises the Nairobi, Kikuyu, Machakos, 
and Kitui Districts. 

The total white population of the province is estimated at 2,712 
and the native population at approximately 350,000. 

Revenue.—The total revenue collected during the year amounted 
to Rs.621,919, as against Rs.601,945 in 1912-13. 
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Rs.391,362 was collected in hut tax. 

Trade.—Business generally in Nairobi has been satisfactory during 
the year. Motor garages have increased in number and appear to be 
thriving. A number of good stone buildings have been erected and 
others are in course of construction. The rise in the wages of domestic 
servants and labourers has been very noticeable and living expenses 
have increased. 

Trade in the Indian bazaar has shown a steady increase over last 
year, especially due to more money being spent by natives. Reports 
from the districts in the province show that trade generally has 
been satisfactory. 

Native Affairs.—There is very little to report under this head and 
the administration of the various districts has been progressing without 
any untoward event. The Native Councils have worked satisfactorily. 


Townships. 


Nawrobi.—The report of the Sanitary Commission was completed 
on December 30th and their recommendations are under consideration. 

The most important work of the year has been the construction of 
stockyards, which were very much needed. 

In March it was necessary to close the Jeevanjee Market owing to 
the discovery of plague-infected rats in the building. 

New roads have been laid out in the township and work has progressed 
in connection with the new drainage scheme. 

Labour—The supply of casual labour in the Kikuyu districts of 
the province has decreased somewhat during the year, but as a general 
rule farmers have been able to get as much labour as they require. 


(B) Coast PRoviNncEs. 
(1) Seyidie Province, 


The Seyidie Province is divided into the following districts :— 


Mombasa (sub-district, Rabai). 
Malindi (sub-districts, Giriama Reserve and Takaungu). 
Teita (sub-district, Taveta). 
Vanga. 
The European population of the Province is 446 and the native 
population approximately 189,930. 
Revenue.—The total amount of revenue collected in 1913-14 was 
Rs.337,563 as against Rs.279,660 in 1912-13. 
Trade.—Unusually good rains fell during the early part of the year 
and the grain, bean, and fruit crops were exceptionally good. 


In the Rabai Sub-district the sale of coconuts has increased. Experi- 
ments in the growing of tobacco have been made with good results. 
Rubber has not done well and a number of estates have closed down. 


A commission was appointed at the beginning of the year to draw 
.up a scheme for regulating and protecting the copra industry. 
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Cultivation of cotton in the Malindi District is gaining ground with 
the Swahilis and 30 tons were exported during the year. 

On the Powysland plantation, in the Takaungu Sub-district, the 
output of decorticated sisal has risen very considerably. 

Harvests have been satisfactory in the Teita District. The staple 
crop is maize, but large quantities of beans, bananas, sugar-cane, 
millet, and sweet potatoes are grown. 

There has been a decrease in the output of mangrove bark from the 
Vanga District. Native crops were good and rice did exceptionally well. 

The Gazi Rubber and Fibre Estates have abandoned their rubber 
plantations for the time being and are planting coconuts. 

Vanilla is being planted at Diani, on the River Mwamchema. 

Native Affairs.—Native Councils in the Mombasa District have 
worked well. The boundary of the Wadigo Reserve has been defined. 
and accepted by the tribe. Numerous sales of waste land claimed by 
Government and tribal lands have taken place during the year. 

There has been a great decrease in the native liquor traffic owing. 
to the heavy reduction in liquor licences. 

In Rabai Sub-district a form of local government through the 
Assembly of Elders has been established, thereby materially assisting 
the work of administration. 

The Wa Giriama have caused some trouble, but efforts are being 
made to effect their closer administration. 

The Arabs of the Malindi District are in poor circumstances, owing 
mainly to the abolition of slavery, but partly to their own apathy. 

The principal feature of the year in the Teita District has been the 
development of the native tribunals, which promises to make the 
administration of the district more effective. 

The process of the tructreconsion of the Native Councilsin the Vanga 
District has been slow, as,the population is so scattered. 

The Wadigo locations have been coalesced into three main groups, 
but the original distributions of the branches of the tribe have been 
followed as far as possible. 


(2) TLanaland Province. 


The Tanaland Province consists of the districts of Lamu, Tana 
River, and the Sultanate of Witu. 


The total population of the province is approximately 44,576 and 
includes 30 Europeans. 


Revenue-— The revenue amounted to Rs.289,736, as against 
Rs.238,521 collected in 1912-13. The amount of hut tax collected 
was Rs.46,626. 

Trade.—The East Africa Cotton Company suffered seriously from 
floods and many rubber trees were destroyed. The company is 
now planting up a large area with coconuts and sisal. 

Messrs. MacDonell’s timber concession on the Tana River is being 
worked and several hundred logs have been floated down. 
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The Witu Rubber Estates continue to plant Ceara and coconuts. 
The yield of rubber is good. The native crops of rice, maize, and 
millet have been good, 

Native Affairs.—The Somalis on the Tana River have given a good 
deal of trouble and the Wapokomo have suffered at their hands. 
Intertribal fighting has taken place between the Mohamed Zubeir 
and the Abd Wak at intervals during the year. 

The Pokomo and Wa-Galla tribes have given no trouble and their 
taxes have been collected without difficulty. 


(3) Jubaland Province. 


The Jubaland Province comprises :— 
(1) The district of Kismayu with sub-district of Gobwen. 
(2) The district of Gosha. 
(3) The district of Serenli. 


The European population amounts to 69. 

Revenue.—The revenue amounted to Rs.101,179, as against Rs.98,849 
for 1912-13. Rs.13,386 was collected in hut tax. 

Native Affairs.—Active operations were instituted against the 
Merehan tribe in December, 1913, and at the close of the year hostilities. 
were still proceeding. It is hoped that when these have been concluded. 
it will be possible to effect a much closer.administration of the tribe. 

Intertribal warfare between the Abd Wak and the Mohamed Zubeir 
has taken place at intervals during the year. 

Measures are contemplated for the more efficient control of the 
nomadic Somali tribes who inhabit and roam over considerable areas 
in Jubaland. The question also of the considerable immigration of 
Somalis that is taking place from the north is also engaging attention. 


Trade.—Grain, hides, ghee, and cattle form the main exports. The 
cattle trade was somewhat hindered owing to the Merehan operations. 


(c) Norruern Frontier District. 


The following stations comprise the Northern Frontier District :— 
Moyale, Wajheir, Garre, and Samburu. 

In the Samburu District there is a military outpost at Kulal. 

The Government station at Marsabit has now been moved to Archer’s 
Post, on the Uaso Nyiro River. 

There is no station in the Garre District—a touring officer has 
carried on the work there. 

Revenue.—The total amount of revenue collected during the year 
1913-14 amounted to Rs.14,495, of which Rs.10,596 was received as 
hut and poll tax. 

Trade.—Trade with the Boran and Somalis has been good. The 
Abyssinian cattle trade was interfered with by outbreaks of disease. 
The trade route via the Uaso Nyiro to Lorian and thence to Wajheir 
was used to an increasing extent during the year. The main route- 
from Moyale is now via Wajheir instead of via Marsabit. 
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Native Affairs.—Native affairs have been on the whole satisfactory, 
but Captain Aylmer, the touring officer. in the Garre country, was 
attacked by a party of Abyssinian raiders and killed. This unfortunate 
incident has retarded the administration of the Garre country. 


- The Turkana raided the Samburu in December, 1913, and inflicted 
heavy casualties. 


Transport.—Special attention has been paid to the provisicn of 
suitable transport in the Northern Frontier District as the efficiency 
of the administration largely depends on this. Animal transport is 
very uncertain ard a trial has been made with mechanical traction, 
which it is hoped will prove a success. 


(D) SLAVERY. 


Seventy claims for compensation were investigated during the year, 
as against 719 in the previous year. This enormous decrease can 
be attributed to the fact that, although some 1,000 cases are still on 
paper pending settlement, comparatively few of them are genuine 
claims. 


The amount of compensation paid during the year amounts to 
Rs.10,697 and maintenance to decrepit and aged slaves to Rs.4,890. 
The average rate per head paid in compensation was £6 9s. 8d. 


X.—EDUCATION AND MISSIONS. 


(4) Epvucation. 


For various causes the development of education during the past 
year has been small. These causes include the closing of schools 
through illness, resignation of teachers, and unavoidable delays in 
the completion of buildings. 


European Schools. 


(1) Nairobi Division “A” School.—Owing to the epidemic of 
cerebro-spinal meningitis it was considered advisable to close the 
school in May. Day scholars returned in August, but the boarding 
house was not reopened till January. The annual examination by the 
College of Preceptors, London, was cancelled in consequence. 


The average enrolment was, boys, 90; girls, 60. 
The average attendance was, boys, 85; girls, 55. 
The number of boarders was, boys, 28; girls, 22. 


The net cost of upkeep was £2,040. 


A revised syllabus of work was published in October, based on the 
results of the head-master’s tour of the principal schools under the 
Boards of Education in England and Switzerland, and certain schools 
in France and Germany. It has been drawn up to meet the require- 
ments of children who are likely to make the Protectorate their 
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permanent home, and particular stress is laid upon such subjects as 
elementary science, geography, and hygiene. Provision has also been 
made for instruction in handicrafts, such as woodwork for boys and 
cooking, laundry work, nursing, and house management for girls. 


(2) Nakuru Division “ A” School—The present attendance is 25, 
or 5 less than last year. The inspection held in December showed 
that satisfactory work is being done. 


The cost of upkeep is about £260, against which must be set a 
revenue of about £50. 


(3) Uasin Gishu.—The three farm schools established last year 
were inspected in November and found to be generally satisfactory. 


The completion of the central school at Eldoret has been delayed. 


Indian Schools. 


The school at Nairobi contains some 150 Indian children. The 
curriculum is being remodelled on lines similar to those of Indian 
Government Departments. The teaching is on the whole satisfactory. 
The school was closed for a short period owing to the outbreak of 
cerebro-spinal meningitis. 


At Mombasa a school was opened in August and the numbers of 
children immediately admitted exceeded both the accommodation 
and the capabilities of the staff. The progress made is gradually 
improving. 


Native Education. 


It is hoped that the Arab school at Mombasa will eventually prove 
a success. Its progress must, owing to the inherent indolence of the 
Arab, necessarily be slow, but the Assistant Liwali of Mombasa is 
giving his support, and an attempt is on foot to make the school the 
centre of education for all Arab communities along the coast. 


The training of industrial apprentices by the Missionary Societies 


is proving a success. A similar experiment has been undertaken by 
the Public Works Department with very good results. 


(B) Misstonary SoctETiss. 


The Missionary Societies continue to progress steadily. The number 
of natives who are able to read and write is increasing considerably. 


No new societies have been founded during the year. 


Industrial education is being persevered with. 
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XI—LANDS AND SURVEYS. 
(4) Lawns. 


The number of land grants made during the year is 447, comprising 
572,159 acres. Of these grants 199 represents farms, the balance of 
248 representing business and residential plots with a total area of 
297 acres only. These figures show a large increase over those of last 
year, i.e., 104 farms and 233 plots, but it must be remembered that in 
1912-13 no auctions were held, pending a decision as to the future 
method of alienation. 


On December 31st, 1913, the number of pending applications was 
206, compared with 279 at the same date in 1912. Of these, 94 cases 
had practically reached the final stages. 


Two sales of farms were held and the prices realized were high. 
It has now been decided that payments may be spread over nine years 
in ten equal instalments, and this system, while greatly assisting the 
purchaser, will no doubt largely increase the prices fetched. A large 
number of business and residential plots in Nairobi and other parts 
-of the country were sold at high prices. 


A noticeable feature has been the great increase in private sales and 
sub-divisions, both of farms and urban properties. As, except in the 
case of freehold properties, such plans have to be checked and passed 
by the Survey Department, this unexpected increase in work has had 
the effect of again increasing arrears. 


Revenue—The total revenue from rents was £20,487 and for land 
sales £26,086, as compared with £16,947 for rents and £4,779 for sales 
in 1912-13. 

Expenditure—The expenditure was £7,354. 


Coast Land Settlement—The total revenue amounts to Rs.11,474 
as compared with Rs.12,422 im 1912-13. The decrease is due to the 
delay experienced in issuing deed plans. 


The total expenditure was Rs.132,186 as compared with Rs.103,090 
in 1912-13. 


The total number of estates dealt with by the Arbitration Board at 
Malindi was 228, aggregating over 12,000 acres. 


The Msabaha block of the Mazrui Reserve was also defined. 
The work south of the Sabaki River has been completed. 
At Mombasa 263 properties were dealt with by the Board. 


At Kipini over 700 applications were received and 112 dealt with 
between November and the end of the year. 


324 “ shambas ” were surveyed, aggregating 28,700 acres. 


The total number of applications dealt with by the Land Registration 
Court was 762, as against 234 in 1912-13. 
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This satisfactory increase is accounted for by the quick preparation 
-of rough sketch plans under the revised scheme of demarcation. 


At Mombasa 314 applications were dealt with, and at Malindi 383. 
148 certificates of title were issued during the year. 128 deed plans 
for attachment to certificates of title were received from the Survey 
Department. There are now 539 deed plans due on judgments passed 
in the Land Registration Court. 


There now remain 1,905 applications undealt with on Mombasa 
Island, 576 of which are for certificates of interest or mortgage. 


The Coast Land Titles Board and the Arbitration Boards have held 
regular meetings throughout the year. 


The Land Titles Ordinance 1908 and its amending Ordinances were 
applied to part of the Tana River District on the 15th of May, 1913, 
and to the remaining part of the district lying within the ten-mile 
zone on November 15th, 1913. 


The demarcation of the Digo Reserve, south of Mombasa, has been 
taken in hand preparatory to applying the Ordinance south of Mombasa. 


(B) SURVEYS. 


The total area covered by major triangulation during the year 
amounted to 7,823 square miles. The western half of the North 
Kavirondo District was completed, while other work was done in the 
North Kenya District. A reconnaissance and beaconing of the coast 
work from Malindi to the Tana River was carried out, and a base 
measured on the Tana River. This base (10,353 feet) was measured 
along a flat, straight road in the East Africa Syndicate plantation 
Three measurements were made and gave a probable error of +5¢!555- 
The base extensions were good, and triangulation was carried over the 
adjacent country and connected to the main trigonometrical control 
north of Malindi. 


A reconnaissance, beaconing, and observing of the triangulation 
from Kisumu to the Rift Valley was carried out and the work connected 
to the Anglo-German boundary triangulation at six points. 


The average triangular error for major work this year is 2:16 seconds, 
a distinct improvement on last year. 


A considerable amount of topographical work has been performed 
and the results are most satisfactory. 


The maps are good and reliable and a rapid rate of progress has been 
maintained. The average rate of work on scale 1-125,000 has been 
6°6 square miles per day. 


The output of cadastral surveys has exceeded that of any previous 
year. Licensed surveyors have been largely employed on the survey 
of large blocks of land for alienation. The cost per acre is 6:06 pence, 
compared with 4°51 pence last year. The increase is accounted for 
by the fact that a more extensive and rigorous field check is being 
insisted on. 
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The “arrears” of survey on April Ist, 1913, were 1,790,608 acres. 
These arrears were reduced by October to 982,610. In November 
instructions were issued for the survey of farms on Laikipia and 
North Kenya, and the arrears thus increased to 2,550,448 acres. At 
the close of the year they stood at 2,456,475 acres. 


The development of the country has increased the demand for 
township and sub-divisional surveys. 

The actual number of surveyed farms which have not yet been 
taken up is 555. 

Coast lands ‘surveys are making steady progress. On Mombasa 
Island all the “shambas” have been demarcated and are being 
finally surveyed. 

The Malindi surveys have continued without interruption. The 
survey of the Mazrui Reserves has been completed. 


The expenditure has been about £33,000, compared with £29,000 
last year. The revenue is approximately £5,000. 


XIT.—GAME. 


During the past year there has been a decrease in the number of 
game licences issued last year, as will be seen from the following 


comparative table :— 
1911-12. 1912-13. 1913-14. 





Sportsman’s Licence... 83 96 74 
Resident’s Licence we 154 230 189 
Resident’s 14 Days a 108 87 190 
Landholder’s Licence .. 173 216 215 
Special Elephant Licence 83 85 55 
Special Giraffe Licence .. 16 26 28 
Traveller’s Licence as 356 440 423 

Totals .. 973 1,180 1,174 





This has, of course, produced a corresponding decrease in the revenue 
derived from licences. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


1912-13. 1913-14. 
Revenue .. hee aN Ps .. £9,560 £8,529 
Expenditure a ‘sh ah .. £3,490 £3,683 


Though the actual number of licences taken out shows only a decrease 
of 6, there is a decrease of 22 in the sportsman’s licences. 


There is an increase in the number of 14 day resident’s licences, and 
corresponding decrease in the number of full £10 licences. 
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There is only a small decrease in travellers’ licences. 


Special elephant licences have decreased by 30. This may probably 
be attributed to two causes—to fewer visiting sportsmen and to the 
fact that the local elephant hunter is beginning to find out that at the 
present day the sport is not a commercial proposition. This decrease 
is to be welcomed at present. 


Game Reserves. 


Northern Reserve—The stock of game appears to be quite satis- 
factory, and undoubtedly keeps up the supply in the Northern Guaso 
Nyiro District, which is perhaps one of the most heavily shot over 
in the country. This statement particularly applies to rhinoceros 
and Grevy’s zebra. 

Owing to the large numbers of Samburu who were permitted in the 
early part of 1914 to cross the Guaso Nyiro near Archer’s Post, it has 
been possible to get into touch with a number of their Dorobo, and to 
explain to them the attitude of the Government towards game. These 
people stated that they were now in most cases in possession of cattle 
and sheep and professed themselves as quite willing to observe the 
Game Regulations. 


Southern Reserve—The state of the game in this reserve is very 
satisfactory. Rinderpest was reported to be prevalent near Lake 
Natron, but a careful examination of the buffalo, wildbeest, and eland 
herds produced no confirmation of this rumour. 


The increase of buffalo is very marked, and the same remark applies 
to giraffe, eland, wildbeest, and ostriches. 


Two expeditions to kill lions were necessary. On the first, three 
were killed and one very badly wounded lioness was lost. 


On the second occasion two were killed. 


The reserve, with the exception of the boundary from the Ngong 
Hill to the Guaso Nyiro (west side), has been beaconed with cairns 
and iron standards. 


The southern boundary has been mapped. The rock-strewn, grassy 
plain of the Southern Reserve between Kapiti Station, the Magadi 
Pipe Line, and the Athi River is apparently one of the last places where 
rhinoceros can be seen walking staat and sleeping in absolutely open 
country. Nine were seen in two days by one of the Assistant Game 
Wardens and thirteen were seen in one day near Ulu. 


It was necessary during the year to pursue and capture a band of 


Wakamba poachers in the Reserve, and this will probably act as a 
strong deterrent in future. 


General Outlook. 


The condition and stock of game in the Protectorate can still be 
considered as satisfactory. 

There have been no authenticated outbreaks of disease during 
the past year. 

(C147) E 
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Confiscated Trophies. 


1911-12. 1912-13. 1913-14. 
Ivory .. rae .. Rs. 36,769 61,836 75,282 
Other trophies .. Rs. 2,439 2,583 4,575 


There has been in increase in the proceeds from the sale of confiscated 
trophies, but it must be remembered that the price of ivory has been 
much higher during the past year than for some time past, and other 
trophies, such as skins, heads, ostrich feathers, etc., have realised 
enhanced prices. 


Return of Prosecutions Under the Game Ordinance 
in 1913-14. 


Number Accused. Convictions. Discharged. 
86 


XITI.—PUBLIC WORKS. 


The total expenditure for the year was £188,877. Of this sum loan 
expenditure amounted to £50,789, comprising £47,204 on the Mombasa 
water supply and £3,585 on the Thika Railway. 


The principal item among new works was a more extensive instal- 
ment of the Nairobi drainage system than had been executed in any 
previous year. A sum of £12,900 was spent on this work. 


Work on public buildings in Nairobi included the completion of a 
new office for the Provincial Commissioner, Ukamba, at a cost of 
£4,064, an additional accommodation cell with concrete roof at the 
Nairobi gaol at a cost of £969, quarters for two gaolers £600, installation 
of machinery and electrical plant at the veterinary laboratory, Kabete, 
and a large addition, with engine room, to the original building, £4,390, 
the completion of the bonded warehouse, Nairobi, £653, additions 
to the European school, £455, additions to the reformatory, Kabete, 
£352, and the erection of a ward for the treatment of cerebro-spinal 
eases, with quarters for an Assistant Surgeon, £734. 


At Mombasa the new Post Office was commenced and £844 was 
spent in the erection of a small European hospital at the medical 
quarantine station at Kipevu. Three adjacent bungalows of a small 
two-roomed type were converted into one large block at a cost of 
£1,595. Other works were: an addition to the Treasury offices, £727, 
the erection of a mortuary, £209, and of a new go-down for petrot 
at Kilindini, £200. 


In Jubaland a new Customs House and quarters for the Superin- 
tendent of Customs were built at a cost of £692, and a new dispensary 
provided, £392. 

In the Naivasha Province work was started on the Nakuru water 
supply and a sum of £3,977 was spent. The project involves the 
supply of 65,000 gallons of water per diem by a main 8:8 miles long. 
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The main is to deliver water into a service reservoir of 88,000 gallons 
capacity on the outskirts of Nakuru. Other works were a day-school 
at Nakuru, £696, and temporary buildings at Maraquet, £300. 


£4,453 was spent on works in the Southern Masai Reserve, including 
£1,167 on buildings, and £3,286 on the improvement of water facilities 
for the Masai and their stock. Operations on this latter project 
consisted of the construction of dams, the cleaning out of springs, 
and the digging of catch-water drains to lead storm waters into the 
basins. In this way, water storage was effected at three sites in the 
Lemek Valley, and at one near Bardamat, on the edge of the Loita 
Plains. The largest dam at Lemek is 178 feet long at the top and 42 
feet high in the highest part. The Bardamat dam is 600 feet long 
and 17 feet high at the highest part. 


In the Nyanza Province new quarters were provided for the Customs 
clerks at Kisumu, £249, quarters for the Conservancy staff at Kisumu, 
£200, new store at Kericho, £162, temporary buildings for a new 
station in Kitosh, £144, and other minor works. 


Loan Works. 


(a) The Thika Railway was opened for traffic on October Ist, 1913. 
The total expenditure was £61,796 as compared with the £62,770 
available. 


(b) Work on the Mombasa water supply made considerable progress 
in spite of the difficulties of obtaining an adequate supply of labour. 
In September plague broke out, which constituted a further serious 
handicap. Pipe-laying began in February. 


Training of Apprentices. 


The number of apprentices in the depét on March 31st was 33, 
all of whom are formally indentured under the Master and Servants 
Ordinance for a term of three years. The progress made is good. 
The depét is becoming increasingly popular, and a much larger number 
of boys could be indentured if accommodation were available. 





_y. The following recent reports, &c., 


COLONIAL REPORTS, &c 


relating to 


His Majesty's 


Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 


Colony, &c. Year. 
Gold Coast .. — 1913 
Northern ‘Territories “of the ‘Gold Coast os 
Bahamas. : 1913-1914 
Cayman Islands (Jamaica). . 1912-1913 
Fiji .. ae 5 1913 
Ashanti ” 
Basutoland . 1913-1914 
Hong Kong .. 1913 
Bechuanaland Protectorate | 1913-1914 
Imperial Institute .. 1913 
Falkland Islands a 
Malta 1913-1914 
Trinidad and Tobago ot 
Jamaica . ” 
Northern Nigeria 1913 
Grenada ve 5 
Zanzibar ‘ 
Barbados 1913-1914 
Southern Nigeria 1913 
Mauritius Ee a 
British Honduras .. 3 
Colonial Survey Committee 1913-1914 
Tongan Islands Protectorate ” 
Swaziland os a 
Uganda “3 
Nyasaland ’ 
British Guiana é z 
Imperial Bureau of Entomology .. 1914 
St. Vincent . : a 1913-1914 
St.Lucia... Fe 
Somaliland .. is ” 
Straits Settlements 1913 
Cayman Islands (Jamaica) | 1913-1914 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
Colony, &c. Subject. 


Weihaiwei 
Northern Nigeria 


Nyasaland 
Southern Nigeria 


Imperial Institute 2 


Southern Nigeria 
West Indies 


Southern Nigeria 
Southern Nigeria 
Ceylon 


Imperial Institute +3 


Southern Nigeria 


Census, 1911. 

Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

Mineral Survey, 1910. 

Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, &c. 

Mineral Survey, 1911. 

Mineral Survey, 1912. 

Mineral Survey 

Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 

Mineral Survey, 1913. 
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DEC 15 1937 


No. 841. 


LEEWARD ISLANDS. 
(For Report of 1912-13 see No. 793.) 


THE GOVERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 
Government House, 


21st January, 1915, 


Sir, ' 
I have the honour to transmit herewith the Annual Report 


on the Blue Book of this Colony for the financial year 1913-14, prepared 
by the Acting Colonial Secretary, Mr. Auchinleck. 


2. The year was an uneventful one and a satisfactory position was 
maintained in each of the Presidencies. The returns of revenue 
show a steady increase during the past five years; not due to the 
imposition of any additional taxation, but to general development. 
The increase is specially noticeable in the case of Dominica, where 
the prosperity of the people and the extension of agricultural enter- 
prise are showing remarkable progress. 


3. I regret that the appearance of this report should be so late, 
but I am informed that the delay is mainly due to the fact that a new 
classification of the imports and exports, required by the Board of 
Trade, greatly retarded the preparation of the returns in the various 
Presidencies. 

4. It has, at last, been possible to provide sketch-maps of each of 
the islands. With the exception of the one of Dominica they are 
the work of the recently-appointed Superintendent of Public Works, 
of Antigua. I understand that no publisher has rights over the map 
of Dominica which is enclosed, and that we are consequently free to 
use it for the Blue Book report. 


I have, &c., 
H. Hesxetu Bett, 


Governor. 


The Right Honourable 
Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 
&e., &e., &e. 


(C139) W4.36076/850. 1125 & 90. 6.15. B.&F.Ltd. Gp. 11/2. 


4 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK OF THE LEEWARD ISLANDS, 
FOR THE YEAR 1913-1914. 


I—FINANCIAL. 


1. The aggregate revenue of the various Presidencies constituting 
the Colony of the Leeward Islands during the financial year ended. 
the 3lst March, 1914, was £174,456 12s. 10d., showing an increase of 
£1,976 12s. 14d. in comparison with the revenue for the year 1912-13. 


2. The following table shows the amount of revenue collected in 
each Presidency during the last two years, as also the increase or 
decrease as compared with 1912-13 :— 





] 








Increase Decrease 
Presidency. 1912-13 | 1913-14 1913-14 1913-14 
over under 
| 1912-13 1912-13 
| 
£ £ £ £ 
Antigua .. ..| 53,490 52,218 = 1,272 
St. Kitts-Nevis .. 57,078 | 53,880 — 3,198 
Dominica .. oe 45,185 | 48,142 2,957 — 
Montserrat be 11,932 12,881 949 —_ 
Virgin Islands .. 4,795 7,335 2,540 — 
Total .. £} 172,480 174,456 6,446 4,470 

















3. The year 1913-14 is the first year since 1899 that no grant has 
been made from Imperial funds towards the Agricultural Department. 


4. The following is a return showing the number of licences issued in 
the Leeward Islands in 1913 for the sale of intoxicating liquors, and 
the revenue derived therefrom :— 


Presidency. No. of Revenue. 
Licences. £ os.d. 

Antigua .. ee oe Od 866 10 0 
St. Kitts-Nevis .. .. 48 1,709 00 
Dominica .. hic .. 130 1,275 00 
Montserrat. . rs 46 191 50 
Virgin Islands... . 4 30 10 0 


5. The aggregate expenditure for the year 1913-14 (exclusive of 
that in respect of the Agricultural Department from Imperial grants-in- 
aid) was £171,128 1s. 2d., as against £162,266 15s. 84d. for the year 
1912-13, showing an increase of £8,861 5s. 53d. 
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‘6. The expenditure of each Presidency during the last two years 
is shown in the following table, as is also the increase or decrease as 
compared with 1912-13 :— 





Increase Decrease 








Presidency. 1912-13 | 1913-14 1913-14 | 1913-14 
| over under 
f | 1912-13 | 1912-13 
£ £ £ | £ 
Antigua .. 3 53,193 | 51,018 —_— 2,175 
St. Kitts-Nevis .. 53,415 55,061 1,646 i —_ 
Dominica .. ie 40,123 47,482 1,359 — 
Montserrat is 10,556 11,531 975 —- 
Virgin Islands .. 4,980 6,036 1,056 | — 
\ 
Total .. £ 162,267 171,128 11,036 2,175 

















7. The expenditure on the Agricultural Department from the 
balance of the Imperial grant for 1912-13 was as follows :— 


£ 8. d. 

Antigua .. oN ee Be te 419 2 
St. Kitts-Nevis .. a aes ae 57 14 8 
Dominica .. ay ia ks om 89 15 4 
Montserrat. . hs fe ae oe 47 17 4 
Virgin Islands... ae oe fi 8 1 3 
Total .. £208 7 9 


8. The surplus of assets over liabilities on the 31st March, 1914, 
amounted to £84,282 1s. 24d., which was made up as follows :— 


£ sed: 
Antignat .. 0... 7,078 2 104 
St. Kitts-Nevis .. Rs ee .. 29,116 17 5 
Dominica .. us efoto .. 28,826 3 Th 
Montserrat. . x os og .. 16,194 9 6} 
Virgin Islands... AS oh .. 8,066 7 9 


Total £84,282 1 2h 


9. The assets and liabilities of the Colony on the 31st March, 1914, 
as compared with the assets and liabilities on the 31st March, 1913, 
are shown below :— 


1912-13 1913-14 

£ s. d. £ os.d. 
Assets. . as .. 91,807 10 84 93,562 1 74 
Liabilities .. .. 10,854 114 9,280 0 5 
Surplus of Assets .. 80,953 97 84,282 1 24 


The surplus of assets for the Island of Barbuda amounted to 
£2,178 10s. 5}d. 


* Exclusive of a floating liability of £500 due to the Imperial Treasury 
for excess of grants made in 1907. 


(C139) ; B2 





6 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


10. The public debt of the Colony, secured on the general revenues 
of the Presidencies, amounts to £266,650. 


11. The following table shows the amount of the loans raised, and 
the sums standing to the credit of the sinking funds at the 31st March, 
1914 :-— 


Total amount of Amount to credit 


Presidency. loans raised. of Sinking Fund. 

£ s. d. 

Antigua ee .. 123,300 45,918 3 3 

St. Kitts-Nevis .. 67,250 21,316 3 5 

Dominica .. .. 65,000 21,970 14 7 

Montserrat .. .. 11,100 3,267 9 1 

Total .. £266,650 £92,472 10 4 
MouniciPaLities. 


12. The Government of the City of Saint John, ‘Antigua, is vested 
in five Commissioners, under the control of the Governor in Executive 
Council. Two of the Commissioners must be persons not holding any 
office of emolument under the Crown. 


There is also a Town Committee in Basseterre, St. Kitts, and a 
Town Board in Roseau, Dominica. 





IL—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


The total value of imports for the Colony of the Leeward Islands 
for the year 1913, exclusive of internal trade between the Presidencies, 
eee to £563,858, as against £617,332 in 1912, being a decrease 
of £53,474. 


*The¥total value of the exports, exclusive of intemal trade, was 
£577,256, as against £544,703 in 1912, showing an increase of £32,553. 


The following tables exhibit the value of the imports and exports 
during the last two years, exclusive of internal trade :— 





























1913 | 159,397 


Imports. 
- St. Kitts- wos - irgi 
Year. | Antigua. |" yeyis,_|Dominica. Mont. wee Total. 
ne | \ | ' ciety aoe 
£ | £ £ j £ £ 
1912 168,274 | 252,637 | 154,776 | 31,492 | 10,153° | 617,332 





ues 167,190 | 31,787 | 7,949 563,858 
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Exports. 





| 7 | 
“St. K | gin 
Year. ' antigua. | he oe ‘Dominica. Monts | Ie | Total. 
| 
| | 





Bet eo Doo es £ £ £ 
1912 | 164,968 ; 187,961 | 147,962 36,594 7,218 544,703 
1913 | 203,626 | 190,701: 37,409 7,301 577,256 


138,219 | 





Imports and Exports. 























Year. | Antigua. State ®-|D ominica. atone ae Total. 
i 
| | | Se. ati 
He eS | | £ Sone oe 
1912 | 333,242 | 440, cae | 302, 88 68,086 17,871 | 1,162,035 
1913 | 305,796 | 403,662 | 366,291 74,171 15,698 1,165,618 
| 





Imports. 


The following table exhibits the value of the imports for each of 
the last two years, distinguishing the countries whence the imports 
came, and showing the increase or decrease in 1913, as compared 
with 1912 :— 





j f 
Increase Decrease 








| 

Country whence 3912, | 1918, 1913 1913 
Imported. | over {| under 
1912. 1912. 

£ £ £ H £ 
United Kingdom 252,088 | 222,506 — | 29,582 

British Colonies. . 113,483 123,036 9,553 —_ 
United States of America’ 220,016 | 181,381 = | 38,635 


Other Foreign Countries| 31,745 | 36,935 5,190 — 





Total .. £ 617,332 563,858 14,743 68,217 
H | 





Exports. 


The value of the exports during each of the last two years, dis- 
tinguishing the countries to which the exports were sent, and showing 
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the increase or decrease in 1913, as compared with 1912, is shown in 
the following table :— 














Increase | Decrease 
Countries to 1913 1913 
which exported. Tease a over under 
1912. 1912. 
£ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom -»| 240,635 229,585 —_— 11,050 
British Colonies -+| 215,359 185,672 — 29,687 
United States 
of America 57,611 79,783 22,172 2a 
Other Foreign 
Countries 31,098 7,130 23,968 _ 
Total .. --| 544,703 502,170 46,140 40,737 

















The value of the trade between the Presidencies for the years 1912 
and 1913 was as under :— 


Year. Value. 
£ 
1912 es PC a ie ae 42,034 
1913 Se oe sd oh oe 45,833 
Sugar. 


The quantity of sugar exported from each Presidency during the 
years 1912 and 1913 is shown below :— 











Presidency. l 1912, | 1913, 
al = : 
| Tons. Tons. 
Antigua ae she 11,639 10,142 
St. Kitts-Nevis ve 10,554 10,8533 
Dominica nt —_ | —_ 
Montserrat .. se 104 | 55L 
Virgin Islands sale 7 | — 
| : — 
Totai , | 22,297 21,0508, 





Cotton. 


The following is a return of cotton exported from the Presidencies 
of Antigua (including Barbuda), St. Kitts-Nevis (including Anguilla), 
Montserrat, and the Virgin Islands, during the years 1912 and 1913. 
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1912. 1913. 
Presidency. = pos at j re 
Quantity., Value. | Quantity. Valuo. 
" 3 I \ | i 
- | 
Ibs. | £ | Ibs. & 
Antigua .. 80,910 | 5,099 | 186,023 | 11,668 
St. Kitts-Nevis 663,726 | 42,823 | 722,122 | 45,133 
Montserrat .. 289,234 | 19,448 | 299,812 | 20,103 
Virgin Islands 47,131 | 2,753 35,478 2,270 
Total . 1,081,001 ' 70,123 | 1,243,435) 79,174 
| 





Manuractures, Mines, AND FIsHERIEs. 


21. Sugar is the principal manufacture in the Presidencies of 
Antigua and St. Kitts-Nevis. In St. Kitts the distilling of rum is 
of some importance. 

The staple in Dominica and Montserrat is lime juice. The pro- 
duction of citrate of lime in those islands is being developed. There 
is a sulphur mine at Soufriére, in Dominica, but it is not worked at 
present. Phosphate of lime is found in Babuda, and phosphate of 
alumina in Redonda. 

There is no recognised fishing industry in the Colony. Fish are 
caught for local consumption only, except in the Virgin Islands, 
whence large quantities are exported to the neighbouring Danish 
island of St. Thomas. 

The principal fish caught are :—Kingfish, barracouta, 
‘snapper and cavally. Lobsters are also plentiful. 

Sea fishing with rod and reel, as a pastime, has been introduced. 
with considerable success, especially in the waters of Antigua. A 
:spoon-bait is most generally used. Many tarpon have been taken 
by rod and reel off Barbuda. 


margate, 


LanpD GRANTS AND GENERAL VALUE oF Lanp. 


The value of land in the Colony varies in accordance with its suit- 
ability for the cultivation of sugar-cane or other products. In 
Dominica Crown lands can be purchased ot 10s. an acre. In Antigua 
and St. Kitts the value of good cane-growing land varies from £4 to 
£8 an acre. 

In Antigua there are over 2,000 acres ci Crown land at Piccadilly, 
Red Hill, and the Ridge, on which there is much valuable timber. 
In the event ot the erection ot a sugar factory in that district, favour- 
able sections of these lands will doubtless be taken up for the cultivation 
of sugar-cane. 

SHIPPING. 


Comparing the figures with those for the year 1912, there was a 
decrease ot 137,472 tons in vessels entered and cleared at the various 
ports of the Colony during the year 1913. 
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The following table shows the total tonnage of vessels entered 
and cleared in each Presidency during each of the last two years, 
including both steam and sailing vessels, and the increase or decrease 
in 1913 as compared with 1912 :— 

















' Increase | Decrease 
Presidency. | 1912. 1913, 1913) Leet 
4 over | under 
1912. | 1912, 
| Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Antigua .. os 653,355 606,654 | —_— 46,701 
St. Kitts-Nevis .. | 684,455 560,522 | pes | 128,938 
Dominica ie 578,892 | 572,222 | —_ | 6,670 
Montserrat os 253,525 | 293,297 39,704 | _ 
Virgin Islands .: 13,067 13,195 | ws | 
| | 
Total .. 2,183,292 | 2,045,820 39,832 177,304 








* AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES DURING 1913. 
Sugar Industry. 


The growing season in 1912-13 was once more very dry in Antigua ; 
in St. Kitts the rainfall during the earlier part of the year was very 
deficient and the outlook appeared to be for a very poor return; in 
the month of September, however, good rains fell, and up to the time of 
reaping the crop the precipitation was decidedly favourable and well 
distributed. 


The prices experienced during this season had declined from the 
high level of the preceding year; consequently the conditions may 
be regarded as on the whole unfavourable. 


For the year 1913 the exports of sugar trom Antigua amounted to 
10,138 tons, of which 8,517 tons were 96° crystals and 1,621 tons 
were muscovado. 


In St. Kitts-Nevis the exports of sugar for the crop amounted to 
11,312 tons of which 6,515 tons were grey crystal sugar and 4,797 
tons were muscovado. The operations of the Basseterre factory 
resulted in a further increase in the output of crystal sugar and a very 
satisfactory season of work must be recorded in respect of that 
institution. 


Owing to the low price of sugar a certain amount of interest arose 
in connection with the manufacture of syrups on muscovado estates 
as a substitute for muscovado sugar ; the relatively high price which 
was obtainable for this commodity rendered its production more 
remunerative than sugar making, and consequently an appreciable 
fraction of the sugar crop of the two Presidencies was exported in 
this form. 





* By H. A. Tempany, Esq., B.Sc, F.LC., F.C.8., D.S., Supt. of 
Agriculture, Leeward Islands. 
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Cane syrups, or, as they are termed, “fancy molasses,” have for a 
number of years formed an article ot export from the neighbouring 
Colony of Barbados, but the present is the first occasion on which 
they have been produced, except. in small quantities, in this Colony. 


Considerable assistance was rendered by the Agricultural Depart- 
ment in directing the operations of planters in this connection, and 
eventually it was found possible for sugar growers to manufacture 
a thoroughly marketable article. 


At the Antigua Sugar Factory 7,415 tons of sugar were made, 
while to produce this 70,349 tons of cane were ground, thus taking 
9°49 tons of cane to make a ton of sugar. At the St. Kitts Factory 
the total tons of sugar made amounted to 6,226°6, and 54,338 tons 
of cane were ground to produce it, an average of 8°73 tons of cane to 
a ton of sugar. 


In the season 1913, 2,094 tons of peasants’ cane were purchased by 
the Antigua Sugar Factory. 


During the year important extensions and additions were made 
to the Bendals Sugar Factory, Antigua, the improvements including 
the addition of a new mill, a 10-ton vacuum pan and a central 
Torricellian condensing plant. At the same time the constitution 
of the management of the factory was remodelled and the concern 
floated as a limited company, while the area of the cane supply to the 

. factory was increased to include a number of adjoining estates. The 
result has been to increase the capacity of the factory to a maximum 
output of about 4,000 tons, while, at the same time, it provides 
opportunity for the opening up in cane cultivation of considerable 
areas of land in the south-western district of the island ‘which have 
for many years remained only partially cultivated in other crops. 


The Cotton Industry. 


The exports of cotton for the two crop years 1911-12 and 1912-13 
are given in tabular form below :— 





1911-12. 1912-13. 

Antigua and Barbuda .. 80,910 Ibs. 172,023 Ibs. 
St. Kitts feo am | 49925168... 374,594. ,, 
Nevis ..  ..  .. 165,329 ,, 166,477 ,, 
Anguilla ais Se 97,142 ,, 112,138 ,, 
Montserrat .. .. 346,568 ,, 292,182 ,, 
Virgin Islands .. iss 51,677 ,, 31,775 ,, 
Total 1,073,794 ,, 1,149,189 ,, 





The exports for 1912-13 exceeded those for 1911-12, but were less 
than those of 1910-11. From the point of view of the cotton grower 
the season must again be described as moderately satisfactory. 


The only serious attack experienced from pests and diseases occurred 
in the case of Montserrat during the months of April, May, and June, 
when cotton stainers in very large numbers appeared in the fields ; 
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owing to the condition of the crop at the time, no damage was done. 
The matter was energetically taken in hand by the planters and by 
the Department of Agriculture, and eventually the pest became 
greatly reduced in numbers. On this occasion a small arachnid 
parasite was discovered infecting stainers, but the efficiency of this as 
a factor in their control has not as yet been definitely settled. 


The cotton industry may now be said to have settled down on a 
firmly established basis, while in home markets the Colony, in common 
with other West Indian islands, is becoming recognised as a definite 
and important source of supply of fine Sea-Island cotton. Atall points 
a considerable store of knowledge has now been accumulated by 
growers as to the best methods to be adopted in producing the crop. 

Fluctuations in the area planted and in the yield produced per acre 
may be expected to occur from year to year as the result of variation 
of season and of fluctuations in demand and in market price. The 
permanence of the industry is now contingent on two factors—namely, 
(1) the continuation of satisfactory market conditions, and (2) the 
non-appearance of any wholesale destructive agency in the shape of 
disease which may jeopardize the existence of the industry. 


LInme Industry. 


The lime industry in Montserrat continued to suffer during the year 
from attacks of pests and diseases. These have continued to form 
the subject of investigations by the Agricultural Department, and a 
considerable series of spraying trials were laid out in this connection. 
The exports of limes and lime products from Montserrat for 1913 were 
valued at £5,916. 

In Antigua interest in lime cultivation as a minor industry under 
suitable conditions continues to be sustained ; a moderate area has 
now been planted up in the crop. The demand for plants fell off 
somewhat during the year in consequence of planters’ requirements 
having been filled to a considerable extent. Young plantations 
suffered somewhat severely from dry weather during the year. 
Exports of limes and lime products from Antigua were valued at £1,515. 
The cultivation of limes continues to attract a certain amount of 
attention in Nevis, while in Tortola, Virgin Islands, the small peasant 
lime-growing industry has made some little advance. 


Coconuts. 


The year 1913 is remarkable as being the first year in jwhich com- 
mercial shipments of coconuts were made from any Presidency except 
Dominica. During the latter months of the year the plantation at 
Pinneys Estate, Nevis, commenced to yield commercial quantities of 
nuts from the older planted trees, and by the end of December about 
30,000 nuts had been shipped to New York, the returns experienced 
being quite encouraging. Interest in the crop continues to expand, 
and the planting up of suitable lands is proceeding, although somewhat 
slowly. In Antigua a moderate area has now been established, and 
in a short time some of the older trees should begin to yield commercial 
quantities of nuts. 
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In the Virgin Islands also some interest has been evoked in the 
crop, and this form of cultivation is being vigorously advocated by 
the Agricultural Department, a demonstration area having been 
planted near Roadtown, Tortola, while every inducement is being 
offered to the local cultivators to extend cultivation. The Virgin 
Islands possess considerable areas well adapted to coconut cultivation. 


Other Minor Industries. 


Onions have continued to be cultivated as a subsidiary article of 
export in the majority of the Presidencies. In Antigua considerable 
efforts were made during the year to improve the condition of this 
industry by the organization of packing and shipping on a co-operative 
basis, an Association of Onion Growers having been formed for this 
purpose under the auspices of the Agricultural Department and the 
Agricultural and Commercial Society. In the past the industry has 
suffered from neglect of proper precautions in the direction of curing 
and packing, and attention to these points is likely to be productive 
of important improvement in the conditions of the industry. 


The cultivation of vanilla has continued to attract attention in 
suitable localities, especially in Nevis. There does not appear to be 
any reason to doubt that scope exists for the further development of 
this industry in favourable situations. 


Arrowroot and pappain have continued to form small items of 
export from Montserrat, while in that island, and also in Antigua and 
Tortola, some attention is being directed to the possibilities contained 
in the cultivation of the bay tree (Pimenta acris) with a view to the 
export of bay leaves and bay oil. 


An important development that took place during the year lay in 
the direction of the attention of planters to the possibilities contained 
in the extension of the cultivation of maize for internal consumption 
and also, possibly, for export. The imports of maize and its products 
into the Colony at the present time are valued at a very considerable 
figure ; for example, the imports of maize and cornmeal into Antigua 
alone during the years 1910 to 1912 inclusive reached a value of 
£47,819, while for the whole Colony the imports of corn and cornmeal 
during 1912 were valued at £30,414. Of the total imports Antigua 
takes about three-fifths and St. Kitts-Nevis one-third, the imports 
into the remaining Presidencies being very small. 


Natural conditions obtaining in the Colony are favourable to the 
production of maize, the main difficulty in the past having been the 
successful storage of the product. In order to facilitate development 
towards the end of the year plans were formulated. at the instance of 
His Excellency Sir H. Hesketh Bell, K.C.M.G., Governor of the 
Colony, for the erection in Antigua of a small kiln drying plant with a 
view to conducting commercial experiments on kiln drying of maize 
for the purpose of improving its keeping qualities. The successful issue 
of these experiments should, it is anticipated, afford a considerable 
impetus to the development of the industry throughout the Colony. 


4 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 
Agricultural Shows. 
Shows of agricultural produce and stock were successfully held 
during the year at Antigua, St. Kitts, Nevis, and Montserrat. As 


usual, they were conducted under the joint auspices of the Agricultural 
Department and the local agricultural and commercial societies. 


TII.—LEGISLATION. 


Nine Federal Acts and 48 Presidential Ordinances were passed during 
the year 1913, none of which calls for any special remark. 





IV.—EDUCATION. 


The number of children on the registers of the Government and 
grant-aided schools in the Colony during the year 1913-14 was 26,514, 
as against 24,880 in the year 1912-13. The average daily attendance 
was 13,281, as against 11,173 for the previous year. 


The following table exhibits the number of children on the registers, 
and the average attendance in the elementary schools of the several 
Presidencies or islands of the Colony, together with the percentage of 
those registered in the whole Colony who were in average attendance 
during the last two years :— 




















Presidency or Island. On Registers. 
1912-13. 1913-14. 
Antigua ce 6,461 6,666 
St. Kitts, with Anguilla. et ea 6,076 6,419 
Nevis “e es Sn 3,046 3,238 
Dominica .. ae Ae a 5,562 5,957 
Montserrat. . ne oF sa 3,131 3,178 
Virgin Islands... ae ae 604 1,056 
Total os .. 24,880 26,514 
Presidency or Island. Average Attendance. 
1912-13. 1913-14. 
Antigua of #5 3,182 3,513 
St. Kets, with Anguilla aS oh 1,995 3,215 
Nevis os oe oe 1,506 1,569 
Dominica .. on oe “a 2,617 2,693 
Montserrat. . ne i $8 1,564 1,720 
Virgin Islands. Gee as 309 571 
Total .. os vx ALDI 13,281 








Per cent. for whole Colony he 44:9 50:08. 
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£60 was provided for the training of six male students at the Mico 
College, Jamaica, three of whom are selected annually after open 
competition at the pupil teachers’ examination. 


St. John’s Training School. 


There is one industrial school in the Colony, viz., the St. John’s 
Training School in Antigua, established under the provisions of the 
Leeward Islands Act No. 4 of 1891, for the reformation, education, 
and training of persons under 18 years of age. The number of boys 
in the school on the Ist April, 1913, was 67. : 


The daily average for the year of the boys admitted from the several 
Presidencies, compared with the previous year, was as follows :— 
1912-13. 1913-14. 


Antigua 2. wwe BBD 38 
St. Kitts-Nevis a Si: bos 14:3 18 
Dominica .. Sh Me i 4:5 1 
Montserrat .. ae aa ae 52 6 


Virgin Islands as us - — -- 
Total .. Si 572 69 





The health of the school was very satisfactory. The boys were 
employed, as in former years, in agricultural and garden work, in 
addition to the various duties concerned with the indoor-department 
of the school. 


The Presidencies contribute at the rate of £10 a year for each boy 
sent to the school. 


The revenue from all sources amounted to £451 and the expenditure 
(including pensions, £112, and the estimated value of the rent of the 
school and Chief Officer’s quarters, £70) to £907. 


A practical effort has been made to fit the boys for a good start 
in life when they leave the school. A number of the most promising 
are now apprenticed to responsible craftsmen in St. John’s, while still 
remaining inmates of the school. They receive a small wage, which 
is put to their credit, and forms a fund to provide them with an outfit. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


In the year 1913, 3,827 patients, as against 2,557 for the previous 
year, were admitted into the hospitals of the Colony. There were 
354 deaths, as against 384 for 1912. 


There is a central lunatic asylum in Antigua. On the Ist January, 
1913, there were 129 inmates (70 males and 59 females) ;_53 (23 males 
and 30 females) were admitted; 27 (14 males and 13 females) were 
discharged as cured; and 27 (20 males and 7 females) died. 
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The following table gives the percentage of children on the rolls 
in average attendance during the year 1913-14 as compared with the 


average attendance in 1912-13 :— 


Percentage in 


Presidency or Island. Average Attendance. 

1912-13. 1913-14. 
Colony... le ba a 44-9 50°08 
Antigua sa 49°2 52°70 
St. Kitts, with Anguilla ae os 32°8 50°08 
Nevis , my oh 49°4 48°45 
Dominica .. = ee ys 488 45°20 
Montserrat. . ie is a 49:9 54:12 
Virgin Islands... os te 511 54:07 


The cost of elementary education was derived from the sources 


shown below :— 

















School Government | Voluntary 
Fees. Grant. Contribution. 
= 1 
£ £ £ 

Antigua .. as 21 1,889 114 
St. Kitts, with Anguilla cals _— 1,691 271 
Nevis... a —_ 861 83 
Dominica ay acs ar 12 2,469 —_ 
Montserrat . .. a rie — 737 88 
Virgin Islands .. ws is 18 » 226 108 
Total .. ae a ‘ 51 7,873 | 664 

| emi 








The following list of the secondary schools of the Colony shows the 
amount granted in 1913-14 from local funds in aid of such schools :— 


Antigua Grammar School (*) 
Antigua Girls High School (+) 


Thomas Oliver Robinson Memorial School, 1, Antigua a 


St. Kitts Grammar School (f) . 
Miss Wattley’s School, St. Kitts (§) 
Miss Bridgewater’s School, Nevis (({) 
Dominica Grammar School ({]) 
Montserrat High School 


£ 


The sum of £150 was granted from Federal funds in aid of the 
Moravian Training College for Females, Antigua, and the sum of 





* Includes £90 for scholarships of £10 each. 
+ Includes £25 for scholarships of £5 each. 


¢ Includes £150 for agricultural and science master, who is also attached 
to Agricultural School; also £294 school fees repaid to the head master. 


§ Includes £40 for scholarships of £8 each. 
|| Includes £24 for scholarships of £8 each. 
4 Includes £66 for scholarships. 
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There are two leper asylums in the Colony; one at Rat Island in 
Antigua, and the other at Fort Charles in St. Kitts. 

In Antigua there were 33 lepers (16 males and 17 females) at the 
beginning of the year; 6 males and 2 females were admitted during 
the year, and 1 male died. 

There is no record in Antigua of any attendant at the asylum having 
contracted leprosy. 

The number of inmates in the Antigua poor-house on the Ist January, 
1914 was 101 (40 males, 54 females, and 7 children); 154 inmates 
were admittéd during the year and 149 discharged. 

The number of persons who received outdoor relief in the Colony 
during 1913 was as follows :—Antigua, 400; St. Kitts, 1,000; Nevis, 
600; Dominica, 155; Montserrat, 98; and the Virgin Islands, 60. 

The Alexandra Cottage Home for Incurables, Dominica, which is 
supported partly by voluntary contributions, maintained on an average 
10 paupers. 

St. John’s Training School in Antigua has been dealt with under 
Part IV, Education. 

The number of depositors in the Savings Bank and the amounts 
at their credit on the 31st March, 1914, are noted below :— 





Amount 
Presidency No. of at credit. 
Depositors. £ 

Antigua .. 2 aes Ss 2,142 44,614 
St. Kitts-Nevis a aA 888 32,934 
Dominica ae oe ae 952 18,015 
Montserrat .. od 2g! 256 5,665 
Virgin Islands eo is 106 837 
Total 4,344 £102,065 








The following table shows the number of depositors and amounts. 
deposited and withdrawn in the Colony for the last two years :— 








Year. No. of Depositors. Deposited. | Withdrawn. 
| : 
£ £ 
1912 4,103 36,294 34,882 
1913 4,344 40,244 35,259 





The total amount of invested funds is £103,687. 
The revenue amounted to £3,313 and the expenditure to £3,042. 





VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


The total number of persons in the Colony committed to prison 
during the year 1913 was 906 (528 males, 358 females, and 20 juveniles). 

The number of committals in Antigua was 221, as against 243 in 
1912. 
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The number of prisoners transferred from the other Presidencies 
to the Central Prison, Antigua, was as under :— 








i ; 
Presidency. \ Males. | Females. Total. 

St. Kitts-Nevis .. berate Slt el 3 14 
Dominica ft ae a a 9 ; 3 12 
Montserrat f se a 5 | _ | 5 
Virgin Islands Ba _— ; oo | _ 

Bee eae 
Total .. + 25 | 6 | 31 

| 





The prisoners were employed in the usual service of the prison, such 
as in cooking for the prisoners and the boys at the training school ; 
cleaning, washing, making and mending clothing and bedding for the 
prison and the training school ; baking bread for the prison, hospital, 
poor house, lunatic and leper asylums, and training school; also 
in quarrying and stone-breaking, smithy-work, masonry, and car- 
pentry. The annual cost of the maintenance of each prisoner to 
Antigua was £20 3s. 8d. 

The following table gives the total number of offences reported 
during each of the last two years, together with the convictions and 
acquittals in each year :— 











| | | 
Year. | SETS | Convicted. | Acquitted. 
= a 
1912 .. a a | 14,121 6,620 2,734 
1913. of es 13,988 6,812 | 6,225 





4,285 cases were reported to the police, while 13,988 persons were 
brought before the magistrates. The number of summary convictions 
was 6,812. 

The number of convictions in the Superior Courts was 44; 6,214 
‘persons were acquitted in the Inferior Courts, and 11 in the Superior 
Courts. 

Comparative table showing the number of Offences, Apprehensions, 
and Acquittals for the last two years :— 


1912. 1913. 

The number of offences reported to the : 

Police ae . 8,765 4,285 
The number of persons brought ‘before 

the Magistrate es .» 14,121 13,988 
The number of summary convictions :— 

1. Offences against property with 

violence to the person . a _ _ 

2. Offences against property, ed 818 705 

3. Other offences against the person 1,229 1,183 

4. Other offences .. os es 4,573 4,924 


Total 25 -» 6,620 6,812 
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The number of convictions 


Superior Courts :— 
1. Homicide 


2. Offences against property with violence 


not amounting to homicide 
3. Other offences against property 


4. Other offences against the person 


5. Other offences . . 


Total 


in the 


The number of persons acquitted :— 


1. In the Inferior Courts 
2. In the Superior Courts 


Total .. 











VII—VITAL STATISTICS. 
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The total population of the Colony according to the census of 1911 
was 127,193, distributed as follows :— 























Island . Males. Females. Total. 
Antigua .. 13,634 17,760 31,394 
Barbuda. . 351 520 871 
St. Kitts .. 10,969 15,314 26,283 
Nevis... 5,521 7,424 12,945 
‘Anguilla .. 1,562 2,513 4,075 
Dominica 15,231 18,632 33,863 
Montserrat 5,245 6,951 12,196 
Redonda. . 4 —_ 4 
Virgin Islands 2,613 2,949 5,562 
| 
Total .. 55,130 72,063 127,193 
METEOROLOGICAL. 


The average rainfall in Antigua from January to December, 1913, 


on 73 stations, was 42°76 inches. 


The average rainfall for the 40 years 1874 to 1913 was 44°43 inches, 
so that the precipitation for the year under review was 1°67 inches 


below the average. 


The highest rainfall recorded was in 1889, when there were 73°59 
inches, and the lowest in 1875, with 28°78 inches. 
The highest maximum temperature was 92°, on 8th September. 


The lowest minimum temperature was 61°, on 5th June. 


Seven slight shocks of earthquake were recorded, viz., on the 23rd 
January, 29th May, 23rd June, 3rd and 24th July. 
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VIII. POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


British and foreign mails are conveyed by steamers of the following 
lines :—The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company (fortnightly), the 
East Asiatic Company (oncé a month), and the Quebec Steamship 
Company (about twice a month). 

The mails are between Tortola and St. Thomas and between Tortola 
and Virgin Gorda by a sloop belonging to the Government, and by 
private boats, as follows :— 


From Tortola to St. Thomas about four times a week; and from 
Tortola to Visgin Gorda, about six times a month. There is a daily 
mail service by sailing boat between St. Kitts and Nevis, and a fort- 
nightly mail service by sailing boat between St. Kitts and Anguilla. 
A sloop is also subsidized by the Government of Montserrat to take 
mails and passengers between that Presidency, Antigua, and St. Kitts. 


Antigua, St. Kitts, and Dominica are in telegraphic communication 
with each other, the other West Indian Colonies, Europe, and America 
by the cables of the West India and Panama Telegraph Company. 
There is no communication by telegraph with either Montserrat or 
the Virgin Islands. St. Kitts is in heliograph communication with 
Nevis. 

Telephone services have been established in Antigua, St. Kitts, 
and Dominica. 

The following statement shows the volume of the transactions of 
the Colony in postal matter during the last two years :— 


Letters Books and Parcels 


Year. andCards _— Papers received 
received —_ received and 
and sent. and sent. sent... 

1912 me a 821,745 233,160 15,606 

1913S oss .. 840,871 240,010 18,319 


The total value of money orders issued in the Colony was £24,172 
Is. 11d., as against £23,926 8s. 2d. in 1912, and the total value of the 
orders paid was £27,078 0s. Od., as against £25,874 8s. 11d. in the pre- 
vious year. The money order transactions were distributed between the 
Presidencies as follows—those for St. Kitts and Nevis being shown 
in the case of each island :— 


Money Money 

Orders Orders 

Issued. Paid. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
Antigua ee .. 5,767 16 63 7,965 6 7 
St. Kitts na . 4,102 7 14 6,294 10 9 
Nevis .. ar a 176 7 2 3,017 4 2 
Dominica... .. 7749 6 1 2,213 3 4 
Montserrat .. .. 98,566 4 0 4,809 4 11 
Virgin Islands .. 2,210 1 0 2,778 10 3 





£24,172 1 11 £27,078 0 0 
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The net profit on the working of the Post Offices of the Colony 
was £4,159 10s. 9d., as against £2,058 6s. 11d. in 1912. 

In Antigua there are 194 telephone instruments in use, and 320 
miles of wire; in St. Kitts 140 instruments and 310 miles of wire; 
and in Dominica 131 instruments and 435 miles of wire. 

The receipts and expenditure in connection with the telephone 
service of the Colony during the year under review were as under :— 





Presidency. Receipts. Expenditure. 
£ sd. ae eee 
Antigua as mi 917 9 10 846.3 7 
St. Kitts a ce 649 1 3 620 6 11 
Dominica... ne 630 6 9 900 7 1 
ANTIGUA. 


The revenue of the Presidency for 1913-14 was £52,217 17s. 10d. 
and fell short of the estimates by £336 2s. 2d. 


As compared to the previous year the receipts of 1913-14 decreased. 
by £1,769 chiefly in duties on imports. 

Expenditure, which had been estimated at £53,328 15s. 6d. was 
under that sum by £2,311 6s. 6d., this saving or decrease having been 
consequent upon the non-completion within the financial year of 
the estimated work of laying new water pipes in St. John’s and by 
the deferred erection of a maternity ward at the Hospital. 


The very desirable removal from the northern entrance to St. John’s 
of the dilapidated and insanitary collection of huts known as 
“Hyndman’s Village” was carried out. The former site of this 
village has been transformed into an open, clean and well drained 
space free from the possibility of mosquito infection. 


Work on laying out the model village at Clare Hall was also under- 
taken during 1913-14. The erection and occupancy of seven cottages, 
provided with ample yard accommodation, and each having a neat 
enclosed garden in front, serve as valuable object lessons to such 
villagers as appear to be contented with their squalid and over- 
crowded huts. 


Until 1913 the residents in St. John’s were annually subject to the 
inconvenience of having their water services restricted if not actually 
locked off for periods of from four to six weeks during the dry months of 
the year. The erection of a large dam in 1912 across the Body Pond 
stream obviated this inconvenience and provided the city with an 
ample water supply throughout 1913. 

It is satisfactory to be able to point out that, notwithstanding the 
prevailing low prices of sugar during 1913, with the consequent 
restriction in expenditure by sugar plantations, the charges on Hospital 
and Poor House show a slight decrease on the previous year. 


The excess of assets of the Presidency increased from £5,877 14s. 04d., 
as on 31st March, 1913, to £7,078 2s. 10d. on the 31st March last. 
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*Sr. KITTS-NEVIS. 


The revenue of the Presidency during 1913-14 showed a great 
falling off as compared with the preceding year, the figures being 
£57,237 in 1912-13, and £53,880 in 1913-14. This fact is not due, 
however, to any serious diminution in the average yield of any of 
the sources of revenue but to the circumstance that the receipt of 
the two years preceding were abnormally large owing to special cir- 
cumstances which have ceased to exist. If the average for the past 
five years be taken it will be found that the revenu2 for 1913-14 has 
been up to the mark. The estimate was exceeded by £1,531. The 
expenditure was £55,060 17s. 7d. of which £2,853 4s. 9d. was for 
Public Works Extraordinary. The total estimate of expenditure 
including that from surplus funds had been £60,344, but sundry 
circumstances prevented some of the works from being carried out. 
The close of the year showed the Presidency’s surplus funds to be 
£29,116 17s. 5d. 


Trade was not good during 1913, and the values both of imports 
and exports fell considerably: imports from £256,728 in 1912 to 
£200,036 in 1913, and exports from £192,534 in 1912 to £188,537 
in 1913. The decreased value of sugar may safely be quoted as the 
principal cause contributing to the diminished trade. 


A review of the year would be incomplete without reference to the 
high reputation which cotton produced in the Presidency, especially 
in St. Kitts, has gained in the market. So much is this the case that 
it has now become necessary to consider what steps should be taken 
to prevent the shipment to England as St. Kitts cotton of an inferior 
product sent from other islands to St. Kitts to be shipped, and 
described as coming from the latter place. 


More attention has been given recently to the needs of the sister 
islands of Nevis and Anguilla, the improvement of the water supply 
and the establishment of the telephone in the former island and the 
construction of new roads in the latter being notable instances. 


The death of the late Superintendent of PublicWorks and the consider- 
able interval which necessarily elapsed until the arrival of his successor, 
prevented the carrying out of sundry works which had been in con- 
templation, but it is hoped that these works may now shortly be 
commenced. 


The visit of Dr. St. John Brooks, the Bacteriologist sent out to 
report on the sanitary state of the ports of the Colony with special 
reference to the dangers of plague, has done much to stimulate interest 
in sanitary questions, and will result, doubtless, in improving existing 
conditions. Some time, however, must necessarily elapse before 
effect can be given to all his recommendations. 


Much improvement has taken place in the principal hospital of the 
Presidency (the Cunningham Hospital, St. Kitts) and it is now in a 
creditable condition. One result of this is that the general public 
are now taking much more interest in the institution than was 
formerly the case. 





* By His Honour T. Laurence Roxburgh, Esq., C.M.G., ‘Administrator 
of St. Kitts-Nevis. 
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The treatment of yaws by means of Salvarsan in special wards 
continues to be vigorously prosecuted with excellent results both in 
St. Kitts and in Nevis. 

General conditions in the Presidency continue satisfactory. If 
there has been little increase of prosperity, there has certainly been 
no destitution. 

The people have continued law-abiding and loyal, and respect for 
authority has been well maintained. 


*DOMINICA. 


The revenue for 1913-14 was the largest on record, amounting to 
£48,143, or £2,843 more than in the preceding year. The principal 
increase appears under Customs, which realised £2,025 more than 
in 1912-13, 

The expenditure was also the highest on record, as it reached the 
sum of £47,572, on account of an unusual outlay on public works, 
chiefly jetties, buildings, and bridges. 

The year closed with a surplus of assets amounting to £28,827, of 
which £15,000 is invested by the Crown Agents for the Colonies as a 
reserve fund, and the balance is available for the prosecution of 
public works. - 

The public debt is £65,000 against which the Crown Agents hold 
as sinking fund £21,972. 

Both imports and exports reached record figures, the former 
amounting to £175,590 and the latter to £190,701. 

Comparing the above results of the year 1913-14 with those of ten 
years ago it will be realised how much the island has progressed 
financially in that period. The figures for 1904-5 are as follows :— 


Revenue .. ae oe fe .. £32,402 
Expenditure ae By oe .. 82,715 
Surplus... x oy ie ie 5,245 
Imports .. ae mf i .. 91,088 
Exports .. ae Ye me .- 63,016 


In other words the expenditure ten years ago exceeded the revenue, 
and that notwithstanding an Imperial grant of £1,420 in that year, 
while the exports were about £28,000 less in value than the imports. 
In ten years the imports have almost doubled in value, and the exports 
are three times their value in 1904-5. These satisfactory conditions 
are due to the success which has attended the cultivation of limes, 
and to the satisfactory prices which are being realised for them and 
their products. 

Administrator Young went on leave on the 10th of May, 1913, and 
Major J. A. Burdon, C.M.G., Colonial Secretary of Barbados, acted 
as Administrator until the 27th of March, 1914, when, consequent 
upon Mr. Young’s promotion to be Administrator of St. Lucia, Mr. 
Edward Drayton, C.M.G., Colonial Secretary of Grenada, who was 
appointed to succeed him, arrived and assumed the administration. 





* By His Honour E. R, Drayton, Esq., C.M.G., ‘Administrator, 
Dominica. 
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*PROGRESS IN THE CHIEF INDUSTRIES. 
Lime Inpusrry. 
General Conditions. 


It is satisfactory to be in a position to record another advance in 
the output of the staple industry of Dominica. Calculated in number 
of barrels the crop for 1913 amounted to 391,207 barrels of fruit, an 
increase of 21,207 over the crop of 1912. 


The lime crop for the past five years calculated in barrels of fruit 
is recorded below :— 


1909 Be Oe, oe 284,000 barrels. 
1910... RG 2n 369,000, 
1911 bs Be oA 355,000, 
1912: fe sa es 370,000, 
ss ee ne on 391,000, 


The flour barrel which is generally used for measuring limes varies 
slightly in size, but the average capacity may be placed at 4°55 cubic 
feet. When filled to the top with limes the weight of the contents is 
approximately 160 lb. Calculated on this basis the weight of the crop 
gathered during 1913 was 31,000 metric tons. 


The weather conditions were favourable and the rainfall again 
below the average. Unlike most countries, Dominica, owing to its 
high mountains and large area of forest, suffers from an excess of 
rain. Consequently a decrease in the annual precipitation is generally 
regarded as beneficial to the plant industries. 


Scale insects on the whole appear to have been kept under control 
by the beneficial action of fungus parasites. Dominica is highly 
favoured in this respect, the climatic conditions being such as to main- 
tain in full vigour and activity the several species of fungus which 
are known to prey upon scale insects. Still it should be borne in 
mind that this favourable combination is the result of a delicate adjust- 
ment of conditions, any displacement of which might tend to make 
lime cultivation in Dominica both difficult and expensive. Many 
planters will remember the after effects of the heavy falls of volcanic 
ash in the island during the eruption of Mont Pelée in Martinique in 
1902. The dust appeared to affect adversely the insect and fungus 
parasites of scale insects. The latter unchecked overran lime planta- 
tions. For two years their attacks inflicted great loss upon planters. 
In time conditions again became normal, and there has been no 
general outbreak since. 


Market rates for concentrated lime juice and citrate of lime main- 
tained a high level throughout the year. Never, since the industry 
assumed importance, has there been such a favourable year for lime 
growers. 





* By Joseph Jones, Esq., Curator, Dominica. 
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The satisfactory returns per acre have led to the more general 
application of manures to lime fields. It is hoped that these efforts 
will continue, and that in a short time all growers will recognise that 
each tree must receive an application of suitable manure yearly if 
good crops are to be obtained and maintained. 


The steady demand for lime seedlings continues, it being estimated 
that 300 acres are planted each year. This having gone on over a 
considerable period, there is annually a fairly large addition to the 
area of bearing cultivation. 


Raw Lime Juice. 
There was a considerable falling off in the export of this product, 


which was largely due to a decreased demand in Canada. The exports 
of lime juice during the past four years are as follows :— 


1910 oe Or a 203,792 gallons. 
1911 ae ote re 311,377 a 
1912 oye a ee 508,766 oe 
ISIS ~s2 ua oi 336,728, 


During the year the Secretary of the Canadian and West Indian 
League drew attention to a report issued by the Chief Government 
Analyst, Ottawa, dealing with the adulteration of lime juice in Canada. 


The report states that “out of thirty samples analysed, only five 
fully met the requirements of the standard set by law. Although 
several others approximate more or less closely to it, the report shows 
that no less than fifteen were adulterated according to the Act, while 
quite 30 per cent., as the Government Analyst points out, bore 
unmistakable evidence of having been reduced by the addition of 
water. 


“The standard fixed by the Government for lime juice is that it 
shall contain at least 10 per cent. ot solids and 7 per cent. of citric 
acid. Of the fifteen samples declared as adulterated, the report 
shows that ten contained less than 6 per cent. of citric acid, while 
three contained as little as 4°55, 3°78, and 3°50 per cent., or little 
more than one-half of the legal proportion. In the quantity of solids, 
ot the same fifteen samples analysed, no less than 11 contained less 
than 7 per cent., while one of these had only 5:1 of solids, and one 
actually had only 3-6 or about one-third of the proportion prescribed 
by law. One of the samples, which on analysis proved it to contain 
only 3°50 of citric acid, showed unmistakable signs of dye having been 
added to give the article sold the colour of lime juice. 


“Tn justice to the British West Indies, it may well be added that 
whatever adulteration occurs does not take place there, but in the 
countries where the article is prepared.” 


In this connexion it may be stated that old established British 
firms in the lime juice trade consider it of the highest importance to 
take every possible precaution to secure a high grade juice for use as a 
beverage. Such firms, in the interest of their business, find it necessary 
to possess their own lime estates in the West Indies in order that 
the fruits and the juice may be dealt with and shipped under expert 
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management. Great care is taken that only sound, ripe fruit is passed 
through the mill, all unsound limes being carefully excluded. The 
fruit is washed before crushing. The mills are fitted with three granite 
rollers, the first two of which lightly crush the fruit. This strong 
pure juice is used for making beverages, the second juice being con- 
verted into citrate of lime. After milling, the first juice must be stored 
in clean sound casks for shipment. All the appliances used, including 
the mill, must be kept in a clean condition. 


Carefully prepared first juice can reach the manufacturers in Britain 
and Canada with very little loss of acid, and without the addition of 
preservatives, to which latter course there are many objections. 


If a sound business in lime juice is to be built up by Canadian firms, 
it will be necessary for them to make arrangements to obtain supplies 
in the West Indies which have been prepared under the best con- 
ditions.* This may be largely due to inexperience in purchasing and 
handling lime juice. A strong, pure juice will cost more, but in the 
end will prove satisfactory to both suppliers and manufacturers. 


The keeping qualities of raw lime juice have recently been the subject 
of investigation by the Assistant Curator (see Agricultural News, 
Vol. XI, page 180). 


In this case strong, medium. and weak juices were stored for twelve 
weeks in open casks. The loss of acid at the end of six and twelve 
weeks is given below :— : 





Six weeks Twelve weeks 


loss of acid. _loss of acid. 
Strong juice .. 8 .. IT percent. 12°4 per cent. 
Medium ,, .. Ye jag OS at 189, 
Press seuss nib .. 700 Ps 93-0 Pe 


The above rate of loss is minimised in the case of raw juice for export, 
which is kept no longer than is necessary before being placed in closed 
casks for shipment. But the point to be remembered is that under 
equal conditions the weaker juice will deteriorate at a more rapid 
rate than the strong juice. 


The above investigation shows how very necessary it is for makers 
of beverages to purchase high grade, carefully prepared lime juice. 
It is difficult to see how medium juice can meet the requirements of 
the Government standard in Canada for the pure article if the time 
required to place it upon the market is taken into consideration. 


Citrate of Lime. 


Compared with the year 1912, there was a considerable increase in 
the output of this product, but the production is still below that of 
the years 1910 and 1911. The shipments for the past two years are 
as follows :— 


Year. Quantity Value 
cwt. £ 

1912 Ps eh oF .. 8,910 11,991 

1913 .. 8 ae .. 4,753 17,026 





* Several firms already do this, but evidently others (probably new to 
the business) have failed to do so. 
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Fresh Limes. 


The trade in fresh limes continues to expand. The number of 
barrels of fruit shipped was 43,832, an increase on the shipments 
during 1912 of 6,794. The year is remarkable on account of the high 
prices paid for fresh limes, prices which reached a level never expected 
even by those planters with unbounded confidence in this section of 
the lime industry. 


Of the limes exported, the New York market took 43,026 barrels, 
and Canada by direct shipment 265 barrels. It is well understood 
that the latter market is supplied mainly by way of New York. The 
exports to the United Kingdom totalled 367 barrels, a decrease of 
956 when compared with the shipments during 1912. Other small 
markets are Bermuda and Barbados, which took 103 and 71 barrels 
respectively. 


In the last progress report reference was made to the action taken 
by a business house in New York which handles the bulk of the fresh 
limes exported from Dominica, in appointing their own agent in Roseau 
to look after their local interests. The step taken has worked well, 
and has resulted in improvements in packing, and in raising the 
standard of the fruit shipped. 


The market for fresh limes is very active during March, April, and 
May of each year—months during which the production fails to: meet 
the demand. Owing to the high prices prevailing at this period, the 
question arises whether it is not possible by cultural methods to increase 
the production during the months named. There is certainly need 
for experiments in this direction and it is hoped these will be under- 
taken by planters interested in this trade. 


Time Oils. 


Prices of otto of limes, which is obtained by hand process, continued 
at a high level. Much ingenuity has been shown during recent years 
in attempts to devise and place upon the market a machine capable 
of extracting the oil from the fruits more speedily and at a cheaper 
rate than is-possible by the old fashioned system of ecuelling. In 
the progress report for 1912-13 reference was made to a machine 
invented for this purpose by two local planters. Information has 
recently come to hand to the effect that the cream separator is suitable 
for the purpose of separating the oil from lime juice, or in practice on 
estates, from the skimmings of the juice after sufficient dilution., 
Trials will shortly be made to test this statement. 


The market rates for essential oil of limes, which is obtained by 
process of distillation, again ruled low. ; 


The total value of lime oils shipped during 1913 was returned at 
£9,833. 
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The exports of lime products during 1913 were as follows :— 


Product. Quantity. Value. 
eM 

Concentrated lime juice -. 158,974 galls. 60,842 
Raw lime juice .. is ee BBO28) 34 15,083 
Raw juice cordial a a 4,654 > 349 
Green limes... Sa .. 48,832 barrels. 39,298 
Pickled limes .. e os 616, 231 
Citrate of lime .. ze ys 4,753 cwt. 17,026 
Essential oil of limes . - se 5,370 galls. 3,625 
Otto of limes .. EF ae 1,505, 6,208 





Total £142,662 


The increase in values over the crop of 1912 amounted to £45,989. 
Cacao. 


The export of cacao during 1913 was 9,560 cwt. valued at £24,759. 
‘This is 2,317 cwt. below the amount exported during 1912. Under 
existing conditions there appears to be no hope of the further develop- 
ment of this industry. Only the hardiest varieties can be successfully 
grown in the island, and then only if cultivated in sheltered areas near 
to the coast where the rainfall is low and there is ample protection 
from the wind. 


Except in one or two instances there has been no development of 
this cultivation on estates for a number of years, the capital and 
energies of planters being almost exclusively devoted to furthering 
the interests of the lime industry. 


For a long period cacao remained the favourite industry of small 
growers. During recent years the peasants have followed the example 
set by estates and now devote their attention to the cultivation of the 
hardy and profitable lime. 


The exports of cacao during the past two years are recorded below :— 


‘Year. Quantity 
Cwt. 
1912 a aa us a zy LEST 
1913 aus ae ee Oa at 9,560 
Coconuts. 


In the progress report for 1912-13 it was mentioned that, though the 
export of coconuts was growing, but little attention had been given 
during recent years to the planting of new areas, although local climatic 
‘conditions were highly satisfactory for this cultivation. 


Since that time a considerable change has taken place. Under the 
direction of a syndicate, a very large area in the La Soye District is 
now being planted in coconuts, and similar efforts, though on a smaller 
scale, are going on in other parts of the island. Should the areas now 
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being planted be successfully brought to the fruiting stage, coconut 
cultivation will by that time have become an important local industry. 


The export of coconuts during the past two years is given below :— 


Year. Number. 
1912 “8 es sh re .. 539,791 
1913 .. he ae R: ea .. 448,747 


Although the export of coconuts was lower than during 1912, it is 
clear that there has been no falling off in production. The difference 
in number exported is explained by the fact that very large quantities 
of selected nuts have been laid down in nurseries for the purpose of 
supplying the considerable local demand which has arisen for plants. 


Minor Propucts. 


The quantities and values of the minor products exported {during, 
1913 are given below :— 





£ 
Oranges .. 34 .. 1,425 barrels. 1,119 
Orange-oil #3 .. 165 gallons. 582 
Bay-leaves a -. 443 ewt. 371 
Bay-oil .. Me .. 116 gallons. 333 
Starches .. 2A ls 404 cwt. 377 
Coffee .. ot ae 25 owt. 70 
Hardwood Ne .. 77,903 feet. 811 
* MONTSERRAT. 
FINANCIAL. 


The prosperity of Montserrat continued during the financial year 
ended 31st March, 1914. The revenue was £12,881, the expenditure 
£11,531, and the surplus of assets at the close of the year £16,194, 
an increase of £1,350 on the year’s transactions. 


2. The revenue and expenditure for the last two years were as 
follows :— 
Revenue. Expenditure. 


Year. 
1912-13 ae as -- 11,932 10,556 
1913-14 toy a -. 12,881 11,531 


The revenue for 1913-14 exceeds that of all previous years except 
1911-12 when abnormal receipts from customs duties, owing to money 
being plentiful from the proceeds of sales of cotton (the crop for 1910-11, 
valued at £30,398, the largest on record), coupled with the fact that the 
small growers had neglected the planting of vegetables for the culti- 
vation of Sea Island cotton, swelled the total. 





* By His Honour Lt.-Col. W. B. Davidson-Houston, C.M.G., Com- 
missioner of Montserrat. 
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3. The customs duties in 1913-14 were £1,075 less than the receipts 
in 1911-12, £300 of this amount being accounted for by loss through 
reciprocity with Canada under the Preferential Tariff Agreement, 
which came into operation in June, 1913. This loss of revenue was, 
however, to a great extent, counterbalanced by proceeds from sale 
of postage stamps. The Montserrat 3d. and the Leeward Islands 3d. 
and 1s. stamps were issued in this Presidency in November, 1913, on 
surface tinted paper with white back. This ledtoarush for them by 
dealers and collectors, the sales during the year amounting to £1,890, 
the highest on record. 


4. There is nothing in the expenditure which calls for particular 
comment except the expenditure of £518 in extending the pipe-borne 
water supply in the country districts and £50 in the acquisition of 
land, which marks the inauguration of a scheme for the improvement 
of the town of Plymouth and the erection of new Government Offices. 


5. The S.S. “ Cobequid ’”’ of the R.M.S.P. Co., which called at this 
port on the 15th December, 1913, was the first of the new line of 
steamers between Canada and the West Indies. 


6. The total value of the imports during the year 1913 was £36,762 
and the value of exports £37,409, the total trade of the Presidency 
being thus £74,171, a decrease of £8,407 as compared with the figures 
for the previous year. There was a falling off in flour and corn meal 
of £1,239 and in haberdashery and hardware of £3,200, while there 
were small increases under various heads. The decrease of £4,600 in 
exports is mainly due to the shipment of lime juice and lime juice 
products early in 1914, part of the 1913 crop usually shipped during 
the year in which produced. There was also a falling off of £1,200 
in the value of muscovado sugar shipped, owing to the cultivation of 
this crop being neglected for Sea Island cotton. 


7. The returns of imports and exports show the direction of trade 
to be as follows :— 


Imports. $ 
1912-13. 1913-14. 
United Kingdom .. ee Ne 35 % 39 % 
British North America .. ae 15 ,, 22 ,, 
United States of America re 12:5 Iti, 
Other places oe if a 38, 22 =~, 
Exports. 
United Kingdom .. oy ae 15%, 11 
British North America .. 2 23,, 6 ,, 
United States of America oh Anas 4, 
Other places oF AA ay 183,, 19 ,, 


The total tonnage of shipping inwards and outwards during the last 
two years was as follows :— 


19197 ee NS SRP EAS 6 oth, DOH 579 
1918; jee ve, See Lae © Aig) 7298}297 
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Of the total in 1913, 245,794 was steam tonnage—all British. There 
were six sailing vessels on the local shipping register, aggregating 
134 tons. 


* AGRICULTURE. 


Agriculturally the season 1913-14 was one of average returns, the 
distribution of the rainfall for the staple crop, Sea Island cotton, being 
decidedly unfavourable. 


The experience of recent years has shown that this crop is very 
appreciably influenced by the manner of precipitation of the rainfall, 
increasing amounts during the four months succeeding the planting 
of the seed giving the best returns. Earlier planting is now in vogue, 
and whereas a few years ago June and July were the general planting 
months, the bulk of the crop is now planted in April and May, and 
this has several advantages. 


That the crop is eminently suited for the small grower, who has 
access only to a few acres of land, is shown by the fact that 147 bales 
out of a total of 776 bales shipped in 1913-14 were in lots of less than 
three bales, chiefly on behalf of small growers. 


The crop was fairly readily disposed of, in spite of the complaints 
from the brokers about the lack of “ fineness,” etc., though while some 
of the neighbouring islands were receiving as much as 1s. 10d. per Ib. 
of lint, the highest price received for Montserrat cotton was 1s. 74d. 
per lb. The relation of environment to quality in cotton is a matter 
that needs investigation. 


The® exports of lime products for the calendar year 1913 are not 
quite comparable with the figures given for previous years, owing to 
the shipment of part of the 1913 crop early in 1914. Adding these 
shipments to the actual exports in 1913, the total crop is still 50,000 
gallons of raw juice short of the crop produced in 1912, the shipments 
in the latter year being considerably below the average for the previous 
seven years, so that the position so far as the lime industry is concerned 
is decidedly retrograde. 


A series of unfavourable seasons is undoubtedly accountable to a 
large extent for the decline in vigour of much of the area in this 
cultivation. 


Of minor industries that are capable of considerable expansion, 
there are the onion, pineapple, and bay oil industries. The development 
of the onion industry will depend on securing a larger market, Canada 
probably offering the most inducement. 


The Montserrat pineapple, though small in size, is of excellent flavour, 
and a market that would ensure a gross return of 6d. to 9d. per pine 
would me lead to the industry assuming larger proportions. 





* “By WwW. Robson, Esq., “Curator, Montserrat. 
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The planting of bay trees, from which bay oil is distilled, is being 
pursued with a considerable amount of vigour, and with the assistance 
of the Agricultural Department, who raise the slips for planting, 
20 acres a year can be established. 


*VIRGIN ISLANDS. 


The revenue of the Virgin Islands for the year under review was 
£7,335, being £2,540 in excess of the previous year, and the largest on 
record, with the exception of 1911-12, which was £8,200, for very 
many years. 


The expenditure of the year was £6,036, or £1,036 in excess of that 
of the previous year. 


The excess of revenue over expenditure amounted to £1,299, which 
raised the surplus funds of the Presidency from £1,769 to £3,066. The 
increase of revenue over that of 1912-13 is entirely due to cotton 
belonging to that year being brought to account in 1913-14 and to 
an abnormal sale to dealers of the new issue of postage stamps. 


The total value of imports at the 31st December, 1913, amounted 
to £8,397, and the exports to £7,301, making the total trade of the 
Presidency £15,698, or £1,883 less than that of 1912. The decrease 
was due to a general falling off of imports, owing to less money being 
in circulation consequent on another short cotton crop, and to the 
fact that there was a plentiful supply of potatoes and other ground 
provisions, which curtailed the importation of food stuffs. The 
importation of lumber and building materials also fell off owing to 
no public works of any importance being carried out during the year. 


The agricultural and commercial undertakings carried on at the 
Government factory were well maintained. 


The exportation of cotton lint was 55,307 Ibs. as compared with 
29,173 Ibs. last year. The lime industry has made steady progress. 
During the year two proprietors manufactured their own concentrated 
juice instead of selling their limes to the Government factory as here- 
tofore. The factory exported 784 gallons of concentrated lime juice, 
an increase of 148 gallons over the previous year. 


The amount of sugar canes received at the factory was 120 tons, 
being 20 tons more than last year. 


A demonstration plot of 5 acres of coconuts was planted at the 
experiment station and is making splendid progress. This demon- 
stration plot has had the desired effect. Two capitalists have purchased 
land, and are planting a considerable area in coconuts, and the culture 
is being taken up most enthusiastically by the peasants. 





* By His Honour T. L. H. Jarvis, Commissioner of the Virgin Islands. 
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The rainfall was 37°55 inches, being 14°74 inches below the average 
during the last 13 years. 


The health of the Presidency was, as usual, good. There were no 
quarantinable diseases and no epidemic. 


The number of births was 184, as against 203 in 1912. The number 
of deaths was 71, as against 96 in 1912. The birth-rate was 32 per 
1,000 of the population, and the death-rate 12. 


The Virgin Islands were represented at the Canadian National 
Exhibition, at Toronto, for the eighth time, and were awarded a 
bronze medal and a diploma of merit. 


W. D. AvcHINLEcK, 


Acting Colonial Secretary. 
Leeward Islands, 


21st January, 1915. 
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No. Colony, &c. Year. 
811 Fiji 1913 
812 Ashanti 7 
813 Basutoland 1913-1914 
814 Hong Kong 1913 
815 Bechuanaland Protectorate 1913-1914 
816 Imperial Institute 1913 
817 Falkland Islands 5s 
818 Malta ae 1913-1914 
819 Trinidad and Tobago 6 
820 Jamaica a 
821 Northern Nigeria. 1913 
822 Grenada A my 
823 Zanzibar .. os 
824 Barbados .. 3 1913-1914 
825 Southern Nigeria. . 1913 
826 Mauritius .. . We 
827 British Honduras. a 
828 Colonial Survey Committee 1913-1914 ° 
829 Tongan Islands Protectorate 
830 Swaziland 25 ws ie 
831 Uganda 5 
832 Nyasaland 3 
833 British Guiana ” 
834 Imperial Bureau of Entomology 1914 

835 St. Vincent oe 2s 1913-1914 
836 St. Lucia .. 3 

837 Somaliland 1913-1914 
838 Straits Settlements 1913 
839 Cayman Islands .. 1913-1914 
840- East African Protectorate e ” 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony, &c. Subject. 

719 Northern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 

1908-9. 

80 Nyasaland Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

81 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

82 Imperial Institute Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

83 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1910. 

84 West Indies Preservation of Ancient 

Monuments, &c. 

85 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1911. 

86 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1912. 

87 Ceylon.. Mineral Survey. 

88 Imperial Institute Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 

89 Southern Nigeria a Mineral Survey, 1913. 

90 St. Vincent .. es an .. Roadsand Land Settlement. 
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No. 844. 


TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS. 


(For Report for 1913 see No. 800.) 


THE GOVERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


King’s House, 
Jamaica, 
18th May, 1915 


‘Sir, 


9 


I nave the honour to transmit for your information a copy of 
the Blue Book of the Turks and Caicos Islands for the year 1914, 
together with a copy of the Commissioner’s report thereon. 
LT have, &c., 
W. H. Mannine, 


Governor. 


The Right Honourable 
Lewis Harcourt, M.P., 


Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


{C165) Wt.36076;850. 1125&90. 7.15. B.&F.Lid. Gp.tl/2. 
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REPORT ON THE 


BLUE BOOK OF THE TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS 


FOR THE YEAR 1914, 





FINANCIAL. 


The revenue of the Dependency for the year 1914 exceeded the 
estimate by £696 and amounted to £9,051. The decrease in 1914 
as compared with the revenue for the previous financial year is 
due entirely to a falling off of receipts under the head of Post Office, 
the stimulus due to sales of the new stamps issued in 1913 having 
expended itself. 


Notwithstanding this, as the result of persistent and watchful 
economy in every item of recurrent disbursement, and after the in- 
clusion of the sum of £1,000, contributed at the unanimous wish of 
the inhabitants towards the War Fund, the expenditure for the year 
under review exceeded revenue by only £340. 


Considering that there is no direct taxation and that the Customs 
tariff, the chief source of revenue, is the lowest, and the “free” list 
the largest, of any in the West Indies, the financial condition of the 
Dependency cannot be regarded as otherwise than satisfactory. 


The following statement illustrates the several heads of revenue 
and expenditure in 1914 as compared with the preceding five years. 


TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS, 1914. 











REVENUE. 
1914. 1913. 1912. 1911.° 1910. 
Head of Revenue. £ £ £ £ £ 
Import Duties ae 3,997 3,971 3,577 3,477 3,494 
Royalty on Salt .. e: .. 2,581 2,585 2,161 2,183 1,716 
Port Dues ih -. 695 626 800 577 494 
Licences and Internal Revenue 278 246 227 234 187 
Payments for Specific Services.. 173 195 183 128 166 
Post Office Revenue .. a 658 2,627 865 935 1,237 
Revenue from Government 
Property 290 248 194 448 «1,209 
Interest ee be pe 306 210 199 228 135 
Miscellaneous Receipts .. se 69 ~=159 9 107 8 
Totals .. .. £9,051 10,867 8,215 8,318 8,646 
EXPENDITURE. 
1914. 1913. 1912. 1911. 1910. 
Head of Expenditure. £ £ £ £ £ 

Pensions .. es os .. 403 403 412 391 333 
Commissioner’s Department .. 1,978 1,938 1,849 1,868 1,858 
Judicial Department .. ex 16G> 187 180 “911° 218 
Police and Prisons Department 606 607 589 571 764 
Medical Department .. Be 593 608 586 582 584 
Paupers 276 «69316 «6325 3387S 329 
Education Si as 600 600 600 600 600 
Registration and Vaccination .. 29 26 19 33 22 
Public Market 21 21 aT 21 21 
Miscellaneous 1,480* 418 405 533 447 
Post Office Department. . be 159 «4201 4426 «6191 8=. 248 
Lighthouse Department .. 215 224 260 235 238 
Public Works Department... ee coms — — 631 
Public Works Recurrent a 898 962 640 355 539 

Salt Industry 1,969 1,994 L777 1,767 — 
Totals .. 6,827 


.. £9,391 8,505 8,092 7,695 





* Includes £1,000 contribution to War Fund. 
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On the 31st December of the year under record assets stood at 
£15,079, and liabilities at £6,644, thus leaving a balance of assets of 
£8,435 to be carried forward to the credit of the Dependency towards 
the year 1915. 


There is no public debt. 


LEGISLATION. 


Four Ordinances were passed during the year. These were :— 
No. 1. The Supplementary Appropriation Ordinance, 1913; No. 2. 
The Wild Birds Protection Ordinance, 1912—Amendment Ordinance, 
1914; No. 3. The Larceny Ordinance, 1914; and No. 4. The 
Appropriation Ordinance, 1915. 


VITAL STATISTICS. 


According to the census of 1911 the population of the Dependency 
was 5,615 (2,505 males and 3,110 females) composed as follows :— 
Whites, 286; coloured, 5,329. Of these 1,279 reside in the Turks 
Islands, and 4,336 in the Caicos Islands. 


During the year there were 192 births, or 34 per thousand, and 112 
deaths, or 20 per thousand. 


The general state of the public health of the Dependency was good 
and no diseases of a zymotic character were reported. 


EDUCATION. 
A.—Primaky Epucation. 


The control and management of primary education in the 
Dependency has for many years been administered by a Board, to 
which the Government makes an annual grant of £600 for the purpose. 
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The following table illustrates the growth in attendance at the 
schools in the three principal settlements of Grand Turk, Salt Cay 
and Cockburn Harbour since the year 1901, when the Ordinance 
enforcing regular attendance came into operation. 


1901. 1914. 
Government No.of Average. No.of Average 
* Schools at pupils attend- pupils  attend- 
onroll. dance. onroll. ance. 
Grand Turk... -. 163 79 224 192 
Salt Cay... Bs Be 49 31 45 38 
Cockburn Harbour .. 100 68 160 139 


In addition to those above enumerated, Government Schools are 
also maintained at the undermentioned settlements in the Caicos 
Islands. 


Settlement. On Average 
register. attendance. 
Lorimers oe Be ee 104 54 
Conch Bar 3 ey 50 33 
Bottle Creek... ae Pe 122 93 
Kew a ie i aa) 90 63 
Blue Hills as ie ce 103 67 


and assistance is given towards the employment of teachers in the 
sparsely populated districts of the Bight and Five Cays. 


The total expenditure of the Board for management, books, materials 
and other expenses for the year under review amounted to £632 15s. 2d. 


Besides school management the statement of expenditure for 1914 
also mentions the sum of £219 disbursed towards completing the new 
school house at Kew, and initial expenses, amounting to £14, towards 
the erection of a similar building at Lorimers. 


It may be gathered from the foregoing that primary education in 
the Dependency has now passed the limits of the amount allowed. 
Education being such an important factor in the moral progress of 
the community, it is hoped to give this question early attention. 


B.—Seconpary Epvucarion. 


There is no provision for secondary education, and parents desirous 
of their children enjoying such advantages are compelled to send them 
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abroad. Undoubtedly this occasions considerable inconvenience, 
particularly among those in moderate circumstances, but, under 
present financial conditions, it does not seem possible to advocate 
any scheme involving comparatively heavy recurring expenditure. 


HOSPITALS AND ASYLUMS. 


There is no hospital or asylum. Cases of lunacy are fortunately 
very rare, and, when occurring, are sent to the Lunatic Asylum at 
Jamaica and maintained there at the cost of the Dependency. 


Although undoubtedly cases of illness frequently occur which would 
be the better for treatment at a properly equipped hospital, yet the 
scattered nature of the population throughout the islands of the 
Dependency, and the difficulties which exist in the way of getting sick 
persons from outlying districts to Grand Turk in small open boats 
(often a distance of 50 to 60 miles), render the question of establishing 
such an institution one of doubtful general utility. This matter is, 
however, receiving consideration with a view to providing a small 
emergency hospital for the treatment of infectious diseases, serious 
cases of illness, where home nursing is impossible, and such cases as 
may occur among seamen landed from vessels in harbour. 





TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


Imports and exports to the value of £28,192 and £28,348, respectively, 
are recorded for the year. 


The following table gives particulars in this connection during the 
past five years :— 


Year. Imports. Exports. 
£ £ 
1910... os oo a 27,916 24,461 
Igll as Pe a4 24,722 23,703 
1912. a oe 27,662 25,947 
1913. mo on Se 30,231 27,808 


1914 Cw Se os a 28,192 28,348 
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The direction of trade during the same period may be gathered 
from the following :— 
































Countries. Year. Imports. Exports. 
£ £ 
United Kingdom .. 1910. 5,518 422 
British Colonies ah — 4,941 3,799 
Foreign Countries .. _ 17,456 20,240 
Totals... £97,915 £24,461 
United Kingdom .. 1911. 3,642 Nil. 
British Colonies oe — 4,633 4,528 
Foreign Countries .. — 16,447 19,175 
Totals .. = £24,722 £23,703 
United Kingdom... 1912. 6,111 80 
British Colonies ng _— 4,837 4,497 
Foreign Countries. > — 16,714 21,370 
Totals .. a £27,662  - £25,947 
United Kingdom .. 1913. 3,861 Nil. 
British Colonies ee — 9,088 7,806 
Foreign Countries .. — 17,222 20,002 
Totals .. Ne! £30,231 £27,808 
United Kingdom .. 1914. 3,757 61 
British Colonies RS — 5,528 5,129 
Foreign Countries .. — 18,906 23,157 
Totals... £28,192 £28,348 


ARTICLES oF Export. 


Articles. 1910. 1911. 1912. 1913. 1914. 
£ £ £ £ 4 

Salt: coarse .. .. 12,902 15,257 14,918 17,603 15,902 
Salt: fishery. . .. 1,987 4,246 3,685 5,429 — 5.948 
Sisal .. 23 .. 7,351 1,225 4,718 Nil. 2,212 
Sponges “i -. 1,316 1,580 1,451 1,835 2,140 
Canches oy ane 559 743 553 270 566 
Canned lobster Wes 28 42 56 272 558 


Miscellaneous Si 346 702 622 2,671 1,022 
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Salt—The steady development of the salt industry since 1910, as 
indicated in the foregoing table, leads one to hope that high water 
mark has not yet been reached in the direction of this important 
export. Commendable efforts continue to be made on the part of 
some of our salt producers to extend the trade in fine or “ fishery ” 
salt. Results, so far, are of an encouraging character. 


Sponges.—In common with all other important sponge beds in the 
world, those of the Caicos Islands have been fished in the past in such 
a manner as to cause grave concern as to their depletion. In these 
islands the threatened extinction would not appear to be due to 
improper methods of fishing, but to the indiscriminate taking of small 
immature sponges and to the wanton destruction which such a system 
involves. These sponges, of little practical use and value, if left to 
grow for two years, or even less, would not only greatly increase in 
value, but would furnish large supplies of larval sponges to replenish 
those taken during the ordinary operations of fishing. 














The difficulties to be encountered in the way of enforcing such 
obviously sound remedial measures as the establishment of a closed 
season, restricted areas, and the protection of undersized sponges, are 
many ; but there can be no doubt that recourse will eventually have 
to be made to legislative measures if the industry is to be saved from 
extinction. 





SHIPPING. 


254 vessels, with a total of 192,811 tons, entered, and 260 vessels, 
representing 192,786 tons, cleared at the various ports of entry in the 
Dependency during the year under review. The following statement 
discloses the numbers and tonnage of vessels which have cleared for 
the past three years. 


Nationality. 1912. 1913. 1914. 


No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. 
British .. 100 22,467 102 10,153 110 17,276 
Foreign .. 187 165,026 162 193,546 150 175,510 





Total .. 287 187,493 264 203,699 260 192,786 





AGRICULTURE. 


Agriculture in the real sense of the word may be described as non- 
existent in the islands of Grand Turk, Salt Cay, and South Caicos. 
Nor does it appear how it could be otherwise, since the climatic con- 
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ditions which favour the making of salt are diametrically opposed 
to those which are required for the culture of plants. At Middle and 
North Caicos and at Blue Hills, however (large islands with a sparse 
and scattered population), the outlook for agriculture is of a more 
hopeful character and, provided the people, who at present possess 
no knowledge whatever of the subject, can be instructed and induced 
to take up the cultivation of cotton, there seems to be no reason why 
the condition of landholders in these islands should not be materially 
improved. 


POSTAL AND TELEGRAPHS. 


The Clyde line of steamers continue to ply regularly to and from New 
York direct, about every ten days, carrying mails, passengers, and 
freight, the voyage taking either way about 44 days. The monthly 
service, which for many years had been maintained by a Pickford and 
Black steamer, which called at Grand Turk, both on the outward and 
return voyage from Halifax to Jamaica, was interrupted by the 
stranding of the steamship “ Anita” on a reef at Middle Caicos on 
the 20th December. Much inconvenience to the people of these 
islands has been occasioned thereby. 


The cable of the Direct West India Cable Company, Limited, 
connects the Dependency with the outer world. A news bulletin is 
published daily, for which a subsidy of £120 per annum is paid. The 
rate to England is 3s. per word, to Halifax 2s., to Bermuda Is. 6d., to 
Jamaica 1s., and to New York 2s. 6d. Non-express messages are 
sent at half rates. 


The estimated amount of postal matter dealt with in 1914 was :— 
Letters, 28,000; postcards, 1,300; newspapers, 2,700; books, 
17,600; parcels, 1,002. 


-The amount of Money Order transactions was :— 


A) Be 2s 
Issued in the Dependency we es 1,681 10 6 
Paid in the Dependency Me 260 0 11 


SAVINGS BANK. 


The amount standing to the credit of the depositors on the*31st 
December was £3,981, or £347 in excess of the amount shown onjthe 
31st December, 1913. There were 446 depositors. Deposits during 
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1914 amounted to £1,500 and withdrawals to £1,152, thus disclosing 
a credit of £348 on the working of this department for the year under 
Trevlew. 


METEOROLOGY. 


The rainfall recorded during the year was 33°94 inches, or 2°98 
inches in excess of that recorded for the year 1913. November was 
the wettest month, with 9°58 inches, and June the driest, when only 
+47 inches were recorded. 


The coolest and warmest months were January and July, with mean 
temperatures of 69°1° and 89'8°, respectively. The lowest temperature 
for the year, 62°, occurred on the 28th February and the highest, 92°, 
on the 14th September. 


CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


Offences reported to the Police .. is Rs fe iy 192 
Persons brought before the Magistrates oy Py ga 188 
Summary Convictions :— , } 
Offences against property with violence to the person 1 
Other offences against property .. is oe 23 16 
Offences against the person she ae Pe ae 32 
Preedial larceny .. fe A a x as 4 
Other offences ae ay se 2a SP a 93 


Convictions in the Supreme Court :— 
Offences against property with violence not amounting 


to homicide .. ut BS fs Be ae Nil 
Other offences against property .. er £4 a Nil 
Other offences 08 ee ibs 4 ss ee 5 


Number of persons acquitted :— 
In the Inferior Courts... os ite of 42 
In the Superior Courts .. ua oS fy os Nil 
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CIVIL ESTABLISHMENT. 


Mr. F. H. Watkins, I.8.0., who had administered the affairs of the 
Dependency since 1906, was appointed to be Colonial Secretary of 
Grenada in July of the year under review. Mr. G. Whitfield Smith, 

S., Commissioner of Carriacou (Windward Islands), was appointed 
to succeed him and arrived in the Dependency on the 2nd December. 
During the period between Mr. Watkins’s departure and Mr. Smith’s 
arrival (five months) the duties of Commissioner were performed by 
Mr. H. H. Hutchings, Assistant Commissioner, who holds a dormant 
commission to administer the government on such occasions. His 
Honour C. H. Yorke Slader, one of the Resident Magistrates of Jamaica, 
was specially deputed by the Governor of Jamaica in December to 
adjudicate certain important matters pending in the Supreme Court. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


The year under review was again a year of financial prosperity. 
From the revenue point of view it may be regarded as distinctly the 
most satisfactory for some time. Abnormal receipts from sales of 
the new issue of stamps having entirely disappeared, the revenue has 
resumed its normal character, and it is now possible to estimate with 
greater certainty the future revenue and recurrent expenditure of 
the Dependency. 


It is encouraging to record that with the closing days of December 
favourable prices for sisal were quoted in the American market, and 
it is hoped that the year 1915 will see a resumption of work at the 
factory of the East Caicos Company, on which a large number of 
labourers in the Caicos Islands depend for employment. 


The year under review was otherwise of an uneventful character 
and there are no other matters calling for remark. 


S i G. WurrrieLp Sirx, 


Commissioner. 


Grand Turk, Turks Islands, 
6th April, 1915. 
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1914. 


I—FINANCIAL. 


(A.) Revenvs. 


The Colony’s revenue for the year, exclusive of grants-in-aid 
amounting to £8,300, was £8,059 17s. 3d., being £471 less than the 
estimated revenue and £1,352 less than the revenue of the previous 
year. This decrease is mainly due to a large falling off of receipts 
under the head “ Post Office,” amounting to £1,560, owing to smaller 
sales of stamps to non-resident dealers and collectors, most of whom 
are of German and Austrian nationality. On the other hand receipts 
under “ Customs ” showed an increase of £162, owing to larger sales of 
water to shipping and also to tonnage dues on coal transhipped to 
vessels in port. 


Of the total grant-in-aid received by the Colony, £1,800 was for 
general purposes and £6,500 for defraying the first year’s expenditure 
on the reconstruction of the Jamestown Wharf. 


(B.) EXPENDITURE. 


The expenditure during the year amounted to £15,884 0s. 4d., 
being an increase of £5,251 9s. Od. on the expenditure of the previous 
year. This is principally accounted for by the special expenditure of 
£6,118 during the year on the reconstruction of the Jamestown Wharf. 
The only other important increase of expenditure was in connexion 
with the upkeep of rural roads. On the other hand decreases occurred 
under “ Customs,” £367, due to less refunds of wharfage on coal 
supplied to His Majesty’s ships ; “‘ Medical,” £162, owing to the office 
of Assistant Colonial Surgeon not being filled; and “ Post Office,” 
£388, representing a saving on the cost of printing new postage stamps. 


(C.) Assprs anp LrIaBiLitrEs. 


The Colony’s assets on the 31st December, 1914, exceeded its 
liabilities by £1,327 7s.4d., as compared with an excess of £1,342 13s.7d. 
in the previous year. 
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The Colony’s investments on the 3lst December, 1914, amounted 
to £11,762 (cost price), of which £9,032 represents the amount due to 
depositors in the Government Savings Bank. 


(D.) Currency. 
Specie to the amount of £2,000 was imported and £1,188 exported, 
giving a balance of £812 imported. 


The amount of cash and Bank of England notes in circulation at 
the end of the year was approximately £7,000. 


Bills on the Crown Agents to the amount of £10,409 were issued 
during the year, as compared with £3,512 in 1913. ~ 


Remittances by money and postal orders amounted to £6,988, as 
compared with £6,022 in 1913. 





Il—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
(A.) Traps. 
Revenue. 


The Customs revenue for the year under review amounted to 
£4,273 12s. 7d., being an increase of £162 16s. 4d. over the revenue 
of 1913, and exceeding the estimated revenue by £173 12s. 7d. This 
increase, however, is only shown under two heads, “ Tonnage dues ” 
and “ Water ”—all other heads showing slight decreases as follows :— 

“ Wharfage.”—Decrease £1 4s. 9d. But for the heavy wharfage 
dues, amounting to £472, which were paid by the German collier, 
“ Hriphia,” on 3,150 tons of coal and stores transhipped in Jamestown 
harbour to the German squadron, there would have been a much 
larger decrease under this head. This can be accounted for by the 
fact that only one shipment of coal was imported by the local 
contractor, owing tothe arrival of Admiralty colliers during the latter 
four months of the year. 


“ Duty.”—Decrease £93 19s. 5d., due to less consumption of dutiable 
goods, the local price of which rose in some cases as much as 25 per 
cent. in consequence of the outbreak of war. 


The increase of £80 17s. 6d. under “ Tonnage dues” is due to the 
charges collected from the German collier above mentioned—otherwise 
this head would have shown a decided decrease. 


Under “ Water” the increase of £183 15s. Od. is due entirely to 
the unusual quantity of water taken by British warships and Admiralty 
colliers—the total amount of water supplied to ships being 3,715 tuns, 
as against 1,877 tuns in 1913. 

(C174) B 
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Expenditure. 


The expenditure for the year amounted to £538 3s. 9d., being 
£365 10s. 2d. less than in 1913. This decrease is principally due to 
the amount of refunds on coal supplied to His Majesty’s ships, being 
only £119 8s. 0d., as against £458 in the previous year. 


Imports. 


The total value of imports in 1914 amounted to £40,467, being 
£2,927 less than in 1913. This is principally due to a large decrease, 
amounting to £5,910, in the value of coals and patent fuel imported. 


“ Dutiable articles,” comprising wines, spirits, beer, and tobacco, 
show a decrease of £301. Other decreases occurred under “ Drapery 
and dry goods,” rice, butter, beef and pork, and stationery—whilst 
there were substantial increases in imports of flour, grain, sugar, 
coilman’s stores; also in hardware, metals, and cement, the latter 
being due to increased importations of material in connexion with 
the repair of the Jamestown Wharf. 


Exports. 


The total value of exports during 1914 amounted to £9,700 10s. 0d., 
as compared with £7,568 in 1913, giving an increase of £2,132. The 
principal exports for the two years were as follows :— 


1913. 1914. Increase. Decrease. 


he de £ £. 
FibreandTow .. -. 5,372 7,439 2,067 — 
Hides and Skins .. oe 321 116 _— 205 
Metal, old fo els 7180 203 73 = 
Sheep, Oxen, and Calves. . 478 394 _ 84 
Wool un as ed 357 135 _ 222 
Potatoes .. se ro 176 220 44 —_— 
Specie es ae fe 720 1,188 468 — 


Again it has to be recorded that the very considerable increase in 
exports is due to the satisfactory progress made by the flax industry. 
The two mills, one the Government mill and the other owned by 
Messrs. Solomon & Co., exported respectively 125 tons and 222 tons 
of fibre and tow. 


(B.) AcricuLTuRE, Stock, Forests, AND GARDENS. 


The year under réport was the most favourable one experienced 
for many years past from an agricultural point of view, owing to the 
steady fall of rain throughout thé entire year. Crops in general were 
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very satisfactory. Potatoes, hay, forage, and green vegetables were 
exceptionally good in quantity and yielded bountiful crops throughout 
the Island. Pasture lands benefited especially from the plenteous 
rainfall, and cattle and livestock generally have done exceedingly well. 


A large number of trees were reared from seed in the Plantation 
Nursery. About 250 were distributed free of cost to the public, whilst 
about 100, principally eucalyptus, were planted out on Government 
lands. 


The sale of fruit from the Maldivia Garden amounted to £35 10s. 0d., 
whilst the sale of timber from the Government forests realised 
£59 15s. 3d., as compared with £20 14s. 11d. and £34 6s. Od. respectively 
in the previous year. 





The revenue derived from the Government pasture lands known 
as Botley’s Lay, was £104 15s. 84d., and the expenditure £85 18s. 10d. 
This, too, is an improvement on the figures of the previous year. 


(C.) Iypustrizs. 


Fibre.—The following figures give the results of the working of the 
Government mill during the year under review :— 


1913. 1914. 
Number of working days... ae 269 - 262 
Leaves milled (tons) .. re -» 1,296 1,257 
Fibre produced ,, .. ns = 128 127 
Tow a Bs pees gs Ae 39 37 
Receipts from sale of produce .. £4,148 £2,812 


Expenditure ae we .. £4,006 £3,402 
Average market price of fibreperton £28 10s. £24 11s. 
Average market price of tow sj £14 10s. £13 0s. 


It is satisfactory to be able to record that the mill has again been 
tun continuously throughout the year, with the exception of a few 
days’ interruption when a severe epidemic of influenza produced a 
temporary shortage of labour. Hence the quantity of green leaves 
dealt with was slightly less than in the previous year, though the 
amount of fibre and tow produced was practically the same. 


The falling off in receipts from sale of produce is partly due to lower 
prices in the London market, but chiefly to the fact that in consequence 
of the outbreak of war in August, no shipments of fibre and tow took 
place during the last four months of the year. Consequently only 
98 tons of fibre and 30 tons of tow were sold, the remainder of the year’s 
produce being held back until prices should improve. Fortunately 
the mill had been able to accumulate sufficient funds to enable it to 
continue working, and no loss or inconvenience was occasioned to 
cultivators by the temporary closing of the fibre market. 
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The expenditure, on the other hand, was somewhat less, as compared 
with the previous year, being made up as follows :— 








1913. 1914. 
Local charges. x £ 
Purchase of leaves .. 1,764 1,430 
Cartage and local strip- 
ping .. > .. 249 200 
Salaries and wages - .. 950 931 
Miscellaneous .. - 135 169 
—— £3,098 —— £2,730 
London charges. 
Freight .. a os 522 362 
Oil ae os ee 304 229 
Miscellaneous .. oF 82 81 
— 908 —. 672 
£4,006 £3,402 








The decrease is due to a lower purchase price for green leaves, such 
price varying with the price of fibre on the London market, and also 
to the saving in freight on nine shipments as compared with 13 ship- 
ments in the previous year. It has also to be noted that under 


to the mill, and it is only equitable that the additional cost of upkeep 
thereby entailed should be borne by the industry. It is questionable, 
however, whether this additional cost should not be contributed by 
the growers rather than by the mill, which is run entirely for their 
benefit. 


A small tax of, say, 1s. per ton on all green leaves delivered at the 
mill would not be seriously felt by individual growers, whilst it would 
represent a proportionate contribution towards the upkeep of the 
roads used by them for the transport of their produce to the mill. 


Besides the Government mill, there is one private mill in the Island, 
the property of the local firm of Messrs. Solomon and Company. This 
mill was opened in July, 1913, and has been running continuously ever 
since. The amount of green leaf dealt with by this mill during the 
year under review was 1,571 tons, resulting in the production of 
177 tons of fibre and 45 tons of tow. 


Generally speaking, the flax-growing industry is in a very flourishing 
condition. Its value as a paying concern is now generally recognised, 
with the result that it is attracting the attention of the smallest 
landowners. The amount of land placed under flax cultivation is 
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steadily growing year by year, and may now be estimated at about 
700 acres. There is plenty of room for still further expansion. Even 
now the quantity of mature plants fit for milling is more than can be 
well dealt with by the one Government mill. As has been pointed out 
in previous reports, now that the experimental stage has been 
successfully passed at Government expense, the development of the 
industry should properly be left to private enterprise and capital. 
If two or more of the largest growers were to combine to erect a mill 
to deal with their own leaves, there would still be a sufficient number 
of small growers to keep the Government mill supplied. The flax 
industry would then be in-an ideal position. There would be two 
private mills dealing with leaves grown by the owners, and a Govern- 
ment mill, situated in a more central position than the present mill, 
ready to purchase the produce of the smaller cultivators who could 
not afford to mill their own leaves, or who could not dispose of them 
profitably to the private mills. It is hoped that before long it will be 
possible to realise this condition. 


Lace-making—The following figures give the transactions of the 
Government Lace School during the year under review :— 


Receipts. 

Work sold— £ os. d. 
League of Empire (London) sales pa ORIG Be 
South African sales a om .. 12913 5 
Local sales. . = re ay as SOL) 599 

£497 8 6 
Expenditure. 
ee ee 

Pay of workers ie Sf ie .. 41010 2 

Purchase of material Ba a -D 47 3 4 

Rent, rates and taxes me ie a 33.18 9 

Incidentals— 

£ es d. 
Carriage hire 6 1 6 
Postage and insurance 517 9 
Miscellaneous Be A 117 5 
23 6 8 
£514 18 11 


These figures show a net loss of £17 10s. 5d. on the year’s working. 


The cost of the European staff, consisting of the manageress and an 
assistant manageress who was recently engaged, is defrayed from an 
annual grant by the Imperial Government, and for the year under 
review amounted to £158 8s. 
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The year under review has seen steady progress and development 
in the new lines of work which were started two years ago and to 
which reference was made in the Colony’s Annual Report for 1912.* 
But for the war, which has naturally exercised a depressing influence 
on all sales, and particularly on those in London, the school would 
have been able to show a substantial profit on the year’s working 
instead of a slight loss. The fact that the school is not yet self- 
supporting cannot be taken as a criterion of its value, both moral and 
material, to the Island as a whole and especially to the female portion 
of the population. From the figures given above it will be seen that. 
during the past year an outlay of £158, representing the Imperial 
Government’s grant for the year, has resulted in the production and 
sale of some £500 worth of lace and embroidery. The whole of this 
sum has been expended in the Colony, the greater portion in wages 
for some 170 workers and the remainder in payments to local traders 
or in direct contributions to the Colony’s revenues. So that apart 
from the educational value of the industry, as providing a wholesome 
and remunerative form of employment for a large number of Island 
girls, it is of material benefit to the Colony as a whole. The fact that 
nearly 40 per cent. of the school’s revenue during the past year was 
derived from local sales not only shows that its work is appreciated 
as such, but encourages the hope that the school will receive a full 
measure of that local support and encouragement which it so well 
deserves and which is so necessary to its present existence and future 
progress. I append an interesting report by the manageress, Miss 
Girdwood, to whose untiring and often unaided efforts for the last six 
years the school is so largely indebted for its continued progress in 
the face of many difficulties and discouragements. 


“ REPORT ON THE St. HELENA GOVERNMENT Lacr Scuoot, 1914. 


“The progress this year has been a most satisfactory development of 
that of 1913. The new lines of work started two years ago have now 
become firmly established, to the great benefit of the island women and 
girls, many of whom are quite dependent on this as a means of living for 
themselves and their children. 

“The increasing demand for filet necessitated our taking a dozen of 
the best lace workers to become netters as well. By this, not only is their 
wage-earning power increased with the ability to do either kind of work, 
but their excellent work has set a standard not only to the purchasing 
public, but to the beginners who contentedly take this standard as their 
aim in reproduction; and, as nothing but perfect work ought to have 
marketable value, we thus try to go the right way to secure demand. 

“The lace workers have been kept fully employed, for not only does 
the demand for white embroidery work and handkerchiefs require a large 
amouut of lace for trimming, but the filet work also has to be mounted 
and finished with lace. Orders for lace make additional demand on the 
workers, so that now we are fortunately very far from having an 
unsaleable stock of laces in hand, as formerly, from which unlimited 
choice could be made by an occasional purchaser. 

“All lace is disposed of as fast as it can be made, and, at present, in 
addition to the above needs being supplied, we have in hand over 240 
yards of lace on order. During the year nearly 2,000 yards have been 
made and disposed of. The laces are of excellent quality and workmanship, 
and are now chiefly of Florentine and old Italian designs secured by 
Mrs. Cordeaux during her visit to Italy in the beginning of the year. 
The old cluny and torcheon patterns, so much deprecated by London 


* Colonial Reports (Annual) No. 756. 
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experts and others interested in the welfare of this island industry, are 
now almost confined to those who have neither ability nor inclination to 
rise to the standard of work required by the only clientele who can keep 
up a steady demand for the best. 

“Tt is satisfactory, in a way, that the second-rate and casual workers— 
offshoots from the Lace School—can find independent market for any 
lace work they care to put out. Numbers of them have relations in South 
Africa and America who dispose of, and supply them with small orders 
for, such lace as they can make, and these, with local sales to residents 
and passengers, allow this class of worker to stand on her own merits— 
while, at the least desire to rise to better and steadier work, the Lace 
School is at hand to help them on. 

“The handkerchief class of workers, whose ages vary from six to 
ten years, maintains its interest and forms a valuable and economical 
training in preparation for embroidery. Fully one hundred dozen hand- 
kerchiefs have been turned out during the year by these little ones, and 
all these handkerchiefs require lace edging. 

“ Although the war will necessarily have a serious effect upon our work— 
as it will upon everything the world over—still, up to the present, we 
have been able to hold our own and to begin the new year under more 
favourable conditions than might have been expected. 

‘‘ An important advance in the interests of the industry has been the 
arrival in October last of an assistant manageress well qualified to take 
temporary control or to succeed as necessity may arise. 

“A very successful sale was held in London by the Honourable 
Mrs. Cordeaux last July, with the assistance of the St. Helena Lace School 
Committee, in connection with the League of Empire. Mrs. Ord Marshall 
was incapacitated by indisposition from taking her usual prominent part 
in the work she has done so much to establish. 

“Lady Bathurst kindly lent her house, and the sale realised over £100 
with orders for filet which have helped to keep the workers employed. 
ever since. 

“The 170 workers on the roll may be divided approximately thus :— 

‘ oe ae 10 


Netters  .. : ie 

Filet ons ue a us core LL 
Handkerchiefs .. a Ris .. 30 
Lace eS a AG as o 54 
Embroidery E 65 


“Invaluable help has been received from the lovely specimens of work 
from Italy and England which Mrs. Cordeaux kindly sent out while there, 
and to Lady Bathurst also we are indebted for the loan of a valuable old 
piece of Italian work. 

“By the death of Mr. Liddy, who has been honorary treasurer from 
the beginning, the Lace School has lost a staunch and faithful adherent, 
who was always ready to devote time and trouble to the interests of the 
island workers. His duties have been kindly undertaken by Mr. Leslie 
Tucker, in combination with those of honorary secretary. 


“(Sd.) H. G. Girpwoop, 
‘* Manageress.”’ 
(D.) SHIPPING. 


The number of vessels that called at the Island during the year 
under review was 80, with a tonnage of 396,956, as compared with 60 
and tonnage of 210,609 in the previous year. This increase is due to 
the larger number of calls made by British men-of-war and merchant 
steamers in consequence of the state of war. 


Early in the year the Island received a visit from a German squadron, 
consisting of the “‘ Kaiser,” flying the flag of Rear-Admiral Von Rebeur 
Pashvitz, the “ Konig Albert” and the “Strassburg.” Seventeen 
sailing vessels, of which only one was British, touched at the port. 
Of these, five were whalers which put in for bunker coal and provisions. 
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In addition to the above, 13 vessels called off the port to signal and 
to trade with licensed boatmen. 

Thirty-seven vessels entered and cleared at the port of Jamestown 
during the year. The cargo shipped and discharged by these vessels 
amounted to 6,165 tons, as compared with 7,383 in the previous year. 


III.—LEGISLATION. 


Six Ordinances were enacted during the year under review, the most 
important being :— 


No. 1—“‘The Game and Wild Bird Amendment Ordinance,” 
prohibiting the export of the plumage or skins of non-edible birds. 


No. 2.—“ The Pensions Amendment Ordinance,” providing that no 
person in receipt of a pension who becomes a director of or is employed 
by any company whose business is directly and principally concerned 
with the Colony shall retain such pension without having first obtained 
the permission of the Governor. 


No. 3.—“ The Poor Relief Ordinance,” amending and consolidating 
the laws relating to the relief of the poor. The principal effect of this 
Ordinance was to establish the principle that properties belonging to 
the Crown, to the Colonial or Imperial Government are not rateable, 
except when actually occupied by a tenant on payment of rent. The 
question as to the rateability of such properties had for long been the 
subject of much contention and consequent litigation between the 
Colonial Government and the parish authorities. The Ordinance also 
provides for the payment by the Colonial Government of an annual 
contribution of £15 towards the relief of the poor, this sum being 
calculated on the average annual amount hitherto paid by the Colonial 
Government in rates assessed on its properties. 


No. 4.—‘ The Tax Amendment Ordinance,” providing that a fixed 
annual sum of £67 should be paid to the overseer of the poor for the 
benefit of the poor of the parish, in lieu of the dog tax, which under 
the principal Ordinance was payable yearly to the parish. 


Fifteen proclamations were issued during the year, all of which, with 
the exception of two, dealt with matters connected with the outbreak 
of war and the defence of the Island. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 


There are nine elementary schools in the Island, of which three are 
Government schools. Of the remainder four are supported by the 
Hussey Charity Fund, one by the Benevolent Society, and one by the 
Lord Bishop of the Diocese assisted by an annual grant from the 
Colonial Government. 
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The number of children attending these schools during the year 
was :— 
Boys. Girls. Total. 
Government schools .. ve - 188: 184 322 
Other schools .. 8 .. 199 157 356 


Owing to epidemics of whooping cough and influenza all schools 
in the Island had to be closed for five months from July to December. 
In spite of this interruption the general standard of work has been well 
maintained. During December the work of the first six months was 
revised, and it was found that the children had not gone back as much 
as might have been expected. 


The usual pupil-teachers’ classes, under the personal supervision of 
Mr. Tucker, were held without interruption throughout the year. Nine 
candidates sat for examination at the end of the year, the results being 
entirely satisfactory. 

Miss Girdwood continued to supervise the needlework classes of the 
several schools, and is able to report satisfactory progress in this 
important branch of education. 

The total expenditure during the year on the Government schools, 
exclusive of grants-in-aid to other schools, amounted to £709 13s. 1d., 
or £2 4s. a head per child. Until the Colony’s revenue is in a position 
to allocate a larger sum to education any idea of supplementing the 
existing elementary schools by secondary or technical instruction will 
have to be abandoned. 

The schools were on the whole well attended, there being only four 
prosecutions for non-attendance under the Education Ordinance during 
the year, as compared with 15 the previous year. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
(A.) Hosprrat. 


There were 128 admissions to the hospital during the year, of which 
64 were treated in the male ward and 64 in the female ward. The 
number of admissions shows a decrease of 28 as compared with the 
previous year. 


There were nine deaths, a percentage of 7°3, as compared with 
5‘7 in the previous year. Three of these cases were, however, over 
seventy years of age. 


During the latter part of the year the building of a new operating 
room, the need for which has been long felt, was taken in hand and 
should be completed early in the coming year. 


Several changes have occurred in the hospital staff. Miss Oxley 
replaced Miss Henderson, who had completed her three years’ service 
in the Colony. Miss Wagstaff replaced Miss Sherlock, who retired 
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from the service in October. In November the Lady Superintendent, 
Miss Hart, left the Island on leave of absence necessitated by ill-health, 
and in the same month Doctor Arnold, the Colonial Surgeon, having 
contracted influenza during a severe epidemic, was obliged to go on 
sick leave. His place was taken by Major Foulds, R.A.M.C., who 
acted as Colonial Surgeon until Doctor Draper arrived in December 
to take up his duties as Assistant to the Colonial Surgeon, when he 
was appointed to act as Colonial Surgeon. 


(B.) Savines Bank. 


There was a slight decrease ix the number of depositors remaining 
at the end of the year, the number being 133 as compared with 140 
in the preceding year. Four withdrew their deposits, amounting 
to nearly £2,000, for local investment in real estate. 

The total deposits for the year amounted to £2,006 17s. Od., being 
£737 3s. Od. less than in 1913. Withdrawals totalled £5,131 6s. 8d., 
thus exceeding deposits by £3,124 9s. 8d. 

The Bank’s revenue from investments in 1914 was £403 Os. 11d., 
and its expenditure £305 8s. 11d., thus showing a profit of £97 12s. 0d. 
on the year’s transactions. 

The amount standing to the credit of depositors on the 31st December, 
1914, was £9,032 0s. 7d. Against this amount stock to the amount 
of £11,915 18s. 5d. is held by the Colony. 


VI.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


(A.) CRIMINAL. 


-Supreme Court.—No cases were committed for trial before the 
Supreme Court during the year under review. 


Police Court.—The Police Magistrate dealt with 64 cases, as compared 
with 123 in the previous year ; of this number four were prosecutions 
under the Education Ordinance, and two for breaches of the Harbour 
Ordinance. In addition to the above there were 127 cases of a trivial 
nature which were disposed of by the Police without taking them into 
Court. 


There were eight cases of flogging during the year, two for theft 
and six for mischievous conduct. 
There were two convictions under the Juvenile Smoking Ordinance. 


(B.) Prisons. 


Only eleven prisoners were committed to the gaol during the year, 
being ten less than in the previous year and the lowest number recorded 
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for many years past. The daily average in gaol decreased from 3°7 
in 1913 to 2°4 during the year under review, and at the end of the year 
the gaol was empty for the first time for six years. The cost of 
maintaining the gaol was £106 13s. 7d. 


(C.) Tur Pottce Force. 


No changes have been made in the number and constitution of 
the force, which performed its duties satisfactorily during the year. 


VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 
(A.) Popuation. 


The estimated civil population on the 3lst December, 1914, was 
3,553, as compared with 3,514 on the same date a year previous. 


There were 70 emigrants and 64 immigrants during the year, as 
compared with 95 and 40 respectively in 1913. 


Deaths amounted to 54 and births to 100, as compared with 51 
deaths and 101 births in 1913. 


The death-rate in civil population during 1914 works out at 14°6 
per 1,000—exceeding the rate of the previous year by ‘1 and being 
the highest for many years past. Ten infants died under one year of 
age and nineteen adults over the age of seventy, one of whom was 
over ninety. No accidental deaths were recorded. 


The birth-rate in 1914 was 27°3 per 1,000, being 1:4 lower than in 
1913. The number of illegitimate births registered was 23, or one 
more than in 1913. 


Marriages solemnised during the year amounted to 22, being the 
same number as in 1913. 


(B.) Pustic Hear. 


The general health of the Island during the year has been good, 
although the death-rate reached 14°6 per 1,000, being slightly higher 
than in the previous year. The gradual rise in the death-rate which 
has been taking place during the past few years is mainly attributable 

to deaths from old age. The year under review was marked by two 
severe epidemics, one of whooping cough and one of influenza, which 
was in numerous cases complicated by broncho-pneumonia, resulting 
in seven deaths. In addition, two deaths occurred from pulmonary 
tuberculosis, and four from dysenterv. As has been noted in previous 
reports the water supply in many of the country districts is still very 
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unsatisfactory, especially in the Half Tree Hollow district, where 
dysentery and acute diarrhoea have been particularly prevalent. 
Steps are being taken to improve the existing system of supplying 
water to this district. 


(C.) Sanrrary. 


The Board of Health have considered and dealt with various matters 
of minor importance. The slaughter houses and mineral water fac- 
tories have been effectually supervised. 

The drainage system is satisfactory, and the water supply available 
for flushing purposes has proved generally sufficient, though occasional 
shortages have occurred when large quantities have to be supplied to 
shipping. This defect will, however, disappear when the storage 
tank which is now being erected on the wharf is taken into use. 


(D.) Cuimats. 
MerrorotoeicaL Station, Hurr’s GATE. 


Barometer.—The mean pressure for the year was 28'097, as compared 
with 28.003 inches in 1913. 


Temperature—The mean temperature was 61°7°, as against 62.4° in 
the previous year. The absolute maximum recorded was 82°0° on the 
22nd March. In the previous year 81°6° was the maximum tempera- 
ture, recorded on the 9th February. The absolute minimum was 51°0 
on the 31st July, the same reading having been recorded on the 19th 
August in the previous year. 


Rainfall—tThe total rainfall was 49-220 inches, being an increase 
of 5°590 inches over that of the previous year, and the heaviest 
experienced since 1906, when the fall was 49°770 inches. The 
maximum fall occurred on the 21st January and measured 1:120 
inches, this being the same as the maximum fall on the 28th August, 
in 1913 The number of days on which rain fell totalled 288, as 
against 273 in the previous year. The wettest months were March, 
April, May and August, when rain fell on 26, 29, 24 and 24 days 
respectively. In March no less than 6-070 inches were registered. 


Wind.—The mean force for the year was 2:1, which represents a 
velocity of a little over 14 miles per hour and which is the normal 
figure. Only three calm days were recorded, as compared with thirteen 
in the previous year. 


The following table shows the direction of the wind throughout 
the year :— 


S.E, c “s - 183 days. 
8.S.E. 8 a ns 156, 
ESE. oe “i at 4.4, 
Sec gk = : 19%) 4, 


Calm Be os ss 3 
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JAMESTOWN. 
Temperature. 
1913. 1914. 
Mean... 70°4° 70°7° 
Absolute maximum 80°0° on 15th Feb. and 810° on 7th Feb. 
16th April. 
Absolute minimum  65°0° on Ist Oct. 65:0° on 12th Aug. 
and 10th Oct. 
Rainfall. 
Total .. os 13°75 ins. 9°58 ins. 
Rainy days... 126 113 
Maximum fall .. 1°35 ins. on 27th Feb. 1°03 ins. on 7th Apr. 


Private STATIONS. 


Total Number of Maximum 
Rainfall. rainy days. fall. Date. 
Inches. Inches. 
Plantation 47-98 239 2°05 6th Apr. 
Oakbank 55°15 244 _ —_ 


VIIL.—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


(A.) Post Orrice. 


Revenue.—The postal revenue for the year amounted to £1,233 2s. 1d., 
being £1,559 3s. 11d. less than the receipts of the previous year. Almost, 
the whole of this large decrease is due to a falling off in the sale of 
stamps to non-resident stamp collectors in Germany and Austria, 
and these sales have now ceased in consequence of the war. There 
is also a decrease in the postal charges recovered from the Postmaster- 
General, owing to a falling off in the amount of parcel post matter 
received from the United Kingdom. 


Expenditure.—The total expenditure of the department amounted 
to £399 13s. 4d., or £388 16s. 9d. less than in the previous year, princi- 
pally due to saving in the cost of printing postage stamps. The net 
profit on the year’s transactions was £833 8s. 9d., as compared with 
£2,003 15s. 11d. in 1913. 
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Money and Postal Orders—Transactions under this head show a 
total increase of £2,242 on those of the previous year, and were as 
follows :— : 


1914 1913 
£ sd. Sedma: 
Money orders received. . .. 61018 8 813 10 10 
Postal orders received. . .. 38,040 12 6 1,022 1 8 
Money orders issued. . .. 4491 9 0 3,213 18 1 
Postal orders issued .. .. 2,497 7 6 2,809 1 0 


Commission received on the above amounted to £73 13s. 4d., as 
compared with £61 16s. 34d. in 1913. 


(B.) TELEGRAPHS. 


The Eastern Telegraph Company’s tariff remained the same for 
ordinary messages as in the previous year. 


From the Ist of May the Company extended to this Colony the 
system of “ week-end telegrams,” the charge being at the rate of 74d. 
a word, subject to a minimum charge of 12s. 6d. or twenty words 
for one telegram. The system of “ deferred ”’ telegrams was suspended 
on the outbreak of war, but was resumed on the Ist of October. 


On the 31st December the Company’s staff at this station numbered 
twenty-four. 


(C.) TELEPHONES, 


There were 40 miles of wire under the administrative system open 
for traffic during the year. The cost of upkeep for the year amounted 
to £76 7s. 6d., whilst the income from rents of instruments, subscrip- 
tions and message charges amounted to £88 18s. 11d. The administra- 
tive system is controlled by the Colonial Government, though the cost 
of upkeep is provided entirely by private subscriptions without any 
assistance from the Colonial Government. 


The number of messages dealt with was 574, being 43 more than 
in the previous year. 


There were 17 telephone instruments in use, including three in 
public offices. The staff consists of three operators and one linesman. 


Though necessarily limited in extent, the administrative system 
of telephones has proved invaluable and is indeed indispensable to 
the official and social life of an island of such difficult communications 
as St. Helena. The system has been admirably worked throughout 
the year, though the exigencies of defence arrangements on the 
outbreak of war necessarily caused some dislocation. 
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IX.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 
(A.) Roaps. 


The total expenditure during the year under review on works 
connected with the improvement of the rural roads amounted to 
£1.076 12s. 8d. Of this amount the Government flax mill contributed 
£100 in consideration of the wear and tear caused to the roads by the 
transport of leaves to the mill, and £500 was granted as a special vote 
as a means of bringing the general condition of the roads up to a 
better standard. The result of this expenditure has been a decided 
improvement in the general condition of the principal roads, whilst 
at the same time the purchase of two additional carts and draught 
animals should greatly facilitate this improvement being maintained 
in future years without any increase of the normal annual expenditure. 
A considerable tract of land in the Plantation grounds has been 
cleared and ploughed for the cultivation of oats and other kinds of 
fodder, so that no additional expense should be incurred in feeding 
the new transport animals. 


The amount collected under the Road Tax Ordinance during the 
year was £86 14s. 0d., being slightly less than in the previous year. 
During the second half of the year exemptions were granted under 
the provisions of the Ordinance to all men in the St. Helena Volunteers 
who had been embodied for active service. Fifty-two persons were 
thus excused payment of the tax, which was paid by 578 males, or 
three less than in the previous year. 


There were no prosecutions for non-payment. 


(B.) Lanp Grants AND GENERAL VALUE oF Lanp. 


There were three transfers of property and twenty-five grants or 
land made during the year. These grants, consisting of 26 acres in 
all, were of small plots of Crown waste land suitable for flax planting 
by the poorer classes. 


The value of land generally remains the same. It naturally varies 
considerably according to quality. The plots above referred to could 
not be valued at more than £3 per acre, whereas the better quality 
pasture or arable land may be valued at from £5 to £10 per acre. 


(C.) Rate or WaceEs aNnD Cost oF Livine. 


As was anticipated in last year’s report, there was a slight increase 
in the rate of wages during the year under review. In the country 
districts the daily wage rose from 1s. 9d. to 2s. Od. and in some cases to 
2s. 6d. The 1s. 9d. rate was little in evidence, and was principally 
applied to casual labour. In Jamestown, owing to the greater demand 
for labour in connection with the wharf reconstruction works, 2s. Od. 
a day became the minimum wage. The formation of a paid Volunteer 
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Corps on the outbreak of war in August further relieved the economic 
depression in the town districts by absorbing such unemployed labour 
as remained after supplying the demand created by the wharf works. 


The cost of the necessaries of life was higher, and, towards the end 
of the year, showed a rise of at least 40 per cent. as compared with the 
previous year. This was mainly due to the outbreak of war, which 
caused a sharp rise in the price of all articles, especially of such staple 
commodities as flour, sugar, and rice. Asthe Island is largely dependent 
on regular monthly importations of food supplies, some anxiety was 
at first felt as to the sufficiency of the stocks held by local merchants, 
and the general public showed a tendency to buy in larger quantities 
than usual with a view to hoarding. This had the natural result of 
raising prices. To prevent any further undue inflation the maximum 
retail price of the more staple foodstuffs was regulated by Proclamation. 

The problem of fish supply is no nearer solution. What used to 
form the staple food of the St. Helenian has now become an absolute 
luxury—the price has increased 100 per cent. Opinions vary as to 
whether this state of affairs is due to the fish or the fishermen, or both. 
There is no doubt that the former are both scarcer and more difficult 
to take; at the same time it is no less certain that the fisherman class 
has deteriorated, both in numbers and in energy and resource. 




















(D.) DepaRTMENTS AND INSTITUTIONS. 
Public Works Department. 


The total expenditure for the year was £2,734 15s. 9d., of which 
£1,006 15s. 11d. was under “ Works Extraordinary.’”” Under “ Works 
Recurrent” the ordinary repairs to roads, buildings, and water supply 
were carried out, together with the usual clearing and re-planting of 
Government lands and forests. Under “ Works Extraordinary,” 
beside the special expenditure on road works, which has already been 
referred to under “‘ Roads,” the only work calling for special note was 
the erection of a new tank on the wharf, in order to ensure a more 
certain supply of water to shipping without causing a simultaneous 
scarcity of water in the town, a defect which has been felt for many 
years past. 


Reconstruction of the Jamestown Wharf. 


Work on this important undertaking was commenced in March of 
the year under review, under the supervision of Mr. Alexander Thomson, 
as inspector of works, assisted by Mr. Hogg, on special plans prepared 
by Mr. F. P. Lane during his visit to the Colony in the previous year. 


It was calculated that the work would take two years to complete, 
but as progress is dependent on weather conditions, which are extremely 
variable, this estimate is only approximate. Conditions so far have 
been fairly: favourable, though frequent interruptions have been 
inevitable, partly due to heavy seas making under-water work difficult 
and sometimes impossible, and partly owing to the frequent arrival 
of warships and mail steamers, on which occasions work has often to 
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be suspended to admit of the landing and shipping of cargo. In spite 
of these difficulties, satisfactory progress has been made. 


The estimated cost of reconstruction is £11,000, of which 
£6,117 9s. 10d. had been expended up to the end of the year under 
review. 


Poor Relief Board. 


The revenue and expenditure of the Poor Relief Board for the last five 
years, including the year under review, are given below :-—- 


Mears 4 Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £ 
Pip” 43 “ch a 822 783 
1911] if i we 851 846 
i) ae on sy 837 796 
AOD: a es 753 728 
1914 7 704 


Under the new Poor Relief Ordinance, which, as already noted under 
~ Legislation,” came into force on the lst April of the year under 
review, the Colonial Government paid a fixed contribution, amounting 
to £77 17s. 6d., towards the relief of the poor, instead of the usual poor 
rates and dog tax. Under the old Ordinance the Colonial Government 
contribution for the year would have amounted to £60 15s. 4d., so 
that, in spite of much adverse criticism of the new Ordinance, it has 
actually benefited the parish to the extent of £17 during its first year’s 
working. 

Public Market. 


The revenue for the year amounted to £113 16s. 8d. and the 
expenditure to £86 8s. 3d., as compared with £78 and £86 respectively 
in the previous year. At the close of the year the market accounts 
showed a credit balance of £27 8s. 5d. 


(E.) MiscELLANEOUS. 


The principal event of the year was the outbreak of war with 
Germany and Austria, which was announced in the Colony early in 
the morning of the 5th August. The news was received with calmness, 
and at the same time with a due sense of the gravity of the interests 
at stake. The Imperial Order in Council of the 26th October, 1896, 
establishing martial law throughout the Colony, was proclaimed on 
the same day. Offers of personal service in the defence of the Colony 
were made by all sections of the community, and before many days 
had passed a strong volunteer force had been raised, part of which 
was at once embodied and placed on active service under the orders 
of the officer commanding the troops. I cannot speak too highly of 
the loyal and patriotic spirit shown by the whole population in all 
matters relating to the safety and welfare of the Colony. 


22 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


As regards the general economic situation, particularly as it has 
been affected by the war, the increased cost of living has been to some 
extent counterbalanced by improved economic conditions generally. 
Local industries have not been seriously affected by the war. The 
labour market has been less depressed and wages generally have been 
higher, whilst service in the embodied portion of the Volunteer Corps 
has provided regular and well-paid employment for many who in 
ordinary times are dependent on casual work for a living. 


The full significance of the war is thoroughly appreciated in this 
distant outpost of Empire, and its progress is followed with the keenest 
interest. Though debarred by distance and the limited resources of 
their small Island from taking a more active part in the struggle, the 
inhabitants of this Colony have given ample proof that they are imbued 
with the same spirit of loyalty and devotion to His Majesty and the 
Empire to which other Colonies have been in a position to give more 
practical and material expression. 


H. E.'S. Corpzavux, 
(overnor and Commander-in- Chief 


The Castle, 
St. Helena, 
20th May, 1915. 
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I have the honour to transmit to you my Blue Book Report for 
the year ended 31st March, 1915. 


I have, &c., 
W. Hart Bennett, 
Administering the Government. 
The Right Honourable 


Andrew Bonar Law, P.C., 
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REPORT BY THE ACTING GOVERNOR OF THE BAHAMAS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1915. 


Note.—In submitting this Report I should explain that, although 
the figures dealing with finance are for the year ended 31st March, 
1915 (the financial year of the Colony), the trade and customs statistics 
are for the calendar year ended 31st December, 1914 (as desired by 
the Board of Trade), while other information is, as far as possible, 
brought up to the date of the Report (9th June, 1915). 





I.—FINANCIAL. 


1. The revenue was £76,911, as compared with £100,753 in 1913-14, 
a decrease of £23,842. 











2. The following are the comparative details :— ’ 
Heads of Revenue. 1913-14, | 1914-15. | Increase. | Decrease. 
£ £ £ £ 
1. Customs .. os «+ | 83,928 61,597 _ 22,331 
2. Port Dues igs 2 373 459 86 _ 
3. Licences and Internal 
Revenue a ae 2,737 4,278 1,541 — 
4, Fees and Reimbursements 2,482 3,976 1,494 _— 
5. Post and Telegraph .. 5,574 5,411 —_ 163 
6. Rents aie =e “s 32 32 —_ —_ 
7. Widows’ and Orphans’ 
Pensions eis 8 7 —_ 1 
8. Miscellaneous .. af 66 43 — 23 
9. Interest .. dy ve 3,176 1,108 _— 2,068 
10. Electrical Department .. 2,377 — — 2,377 
Totals .. £ | 100,753 76,911 3,121 26,963 

















3. The fall in Customs revenue was due partly to the war, partly 
to distressed conditions in some of the out-islands on account of a 
prolonged drought, partly to the reduction of the tariff from 25 per 
cent. to 20 per cent. ad valorem. 


4. The increase under the head of “ Licences” was apparent, not 
real, as, by the operation of a recent Act, receipts from liquor licences 
were credited to the revenue of 1914-15 instead of to that of 1915-16. 
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5. The increase under “‘ Fees, &c.,’’ was mainly due to the repayment 
of part of certain loans made in 1909 to persons who had suffered 
distress on account of the hurricane of 1908. 


6. The decrease under “Interest”? was due to the gradual dis- 
appearance of the surplus uninvested funds which had accumulated 
with the Crown Agents and had been bearing interest at ‘the current 
bank rate. 


7. The decrease under “ Electrical’? was caused by the fact that 
the receipts and expenditure of the electric light and telephone funds 
were, and will be, treated below the line, only the repayment of the 
principal and interest on the loans made from general revenue being 
credited above the line. ' 


8. The following statement gives the customs receipts for five 
years :— 


£ 
1910-11 wi .. 69,334 20% tariff ad valorem. 
1911-12 ae .. 71,563 W% os; 33 
1912-13 ne Be 78,428 2% ss 55 
1913-14 ve -. 83,928 2% 5 
1914-15 ae .. 61,597 2% ‘ 


9. The expenditure was £102,203, as against £96,496 in 1913-14— 
an increase of £5,707—but it includes a sum of £10,000 voted by the 
Legislature as a contribution to the Imperial Government for the 
prosecution of the war, which was paid out of surplus uninvested 
funds in the hands of the Crown Agents. 


10. In my Report for 1913-14—paragraph 15—I pointed out that 
the large appropriations made by the Legislature would result in an 
expenditure of some £20,000 more than the probable revenue for the 
year. The revenue was then estimated at £93,781 and the expenditure 
at £113,451. The revised estimates presented to the House of Assembly 
in February last gave an estimated revenue of £74,723 and expenditure 
of £93,646 (not including the grant of the £10,000 referred to above). 
That the discrepancy is not greater than is shown by the actual receipts 
and payments is due to the facts that expenditure has been curtailed 
in every possible direction and that the execution of many much-needed 
public works has been postponed. 


11. The following table gives the revenue and expenditure for 
the past five years :— 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. Excess of Revenue (+) 
or Expenditure (—). 
£ 








ae £ 
1910-11 84,386 85,315 —929 
1911-12 85,592 82,676 -+2,916 
1912-13 97,574 88,077 +9,497 
1913-14 100,753 96,496 +4,257 
1914-15 76,911 102,203 —25,292 
Average £89,043 90,953 
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Assets AND LIABILITIES. 


12. The excess of assets over liabilities on 3lst March, 1914, was 
£51,915, and on 31st March, 1915, £25,146. 


Dest. 


13. The Public Debt, bearing interest at 4 and 44 per cent., was 
originally £113,126, and now stands at £38,246. 


The annual charge on account of interest and sinking fund is about 
£6,580. 
The existing debt should be wholly liquidated in 1926. 


Banks. 


14. The Bank of Nassau, with a paid-up capital of £10,000, note 
circulation of £6,500, and deposits in the Colony amounting to £61,256, 
was established in 1888 and now does business under the Banks Act 
of 1909. It issues local notes, fully secured, of the values of £1 and 
four shillings. : 

The Royal Bank of Canada also has a branch in Nassau, established 
in 1908, with deposits in the Colony amounting to £82,057. 


CurRENCY. 


15. The current coins are British silver and copper and a very little 
gold. United States gold and silver certificates are not legal tender, 
but are accepted, if of $5 and upwards, at the same rate as United 
States gold ; if below $5, at the rate of four shillings to the dollar. 


Estimates For 1915-16. 


16. The revised estimate of revenue for the current year is put at 
£73,454. This includes the proceeds of the surtax of 10 per cent. on 
all duties of customs, which is expected to realise some £5,000. The 
Government proposed to the House of Assembly that, in addition to 
this surtax, certain articles should be transferred from our very liberal 
free list to the dutiable 20 per cent. ad valorem schedule, but the 
proposal did not find favour with the House. 


17. The main object of the additional taxation was to provide 
interest and sinking funds for a loan to be raised locally to cover 
deficits, it being impossible to sell out securities at the present time, 
without great loss, or to raise a loan in England, or to impose further 
taxation. An Act has been passed empowering the Government to 
raise a loan not exceeding £30,000 repayable in 20 years at interest 
not exceeding 5 per cent., and the Act gives the Governor in Council 
extensive powers as to its administration. 


18. I have some doubt as to whether the Colony will actually get 
the revenue estimated. Recent abundant rains in most of the out- 
islands and largely.extended cultivations of ground produce, beneficial 
as they are to the peasants, are likely to result in smaller importations 
of foodstuffs and consequent decrease of customs revenue later on in 
the year, and merchants will probably import very little alcoholic 
liquor. 
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19. The Appropriation Act for 1915-16 having been passed by the 
Legislature, it is possible to estimate the expenditure for that year. 
It is put at £91,652, which includes expenditure on the defence account 
and provision for interest and sinking fund under the Loan Act referred 
to in paragraph 17. 





II—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


Imports. 


20. The imports during the year ended 31st December, 1914, were 
valued at £367,524, as against £403,529 (including £5,285 specie) in 
1913. 


21. Classified under the headings adopted by the Board of Trade 
the imports were :— 














America. England. —|Other Countries.' Total. 
Hvadings. 7 
1913. | 1914. | 1913. | 1914. | 1913. 1914. | 1913. | 1914, 
! 
£ | € £ ££; £ £ Tn ae 
1. Live animals, : | 
Food, Drink | 
& Narcotics |148,763|138,496) 37,245) 27,543, 20,616) 18,924/206,624/184,963 
2. Raw Materials, 11,315} 14,149} — | 40 990; 1,300) 12,305) 15,489 
3. Manufactured | 
Materials. | 
Textiles ..| 42,250) 34,573: 34,816) 35,371) 557, 1,263) 77,623) 71,227 
Metal a 42,729) 36,050) 8,390! 6,337) 1,149 563) 52,268 42,950 
Other ..| 41,265} 43,695! 7,643) 7,842) 516, 1,378] 49,424) 52,915 
4. Specie . | 2,255) | 3,080 | 5,285) — 





























Total ..  £)288,577/266,963| 91,124) 77,183. 23,828) 23,428/403,529397,524 
| | | 





The following table summarizes whence they came. 








Value. 
Country. 1913. 1914. 
£ £ 
United States of America ee ice ie 288,577 266,963 
United Kingdom ee ae ae af 91,124 77,133 
Canada... Ns ne ae Be 6,777 5,842 
British West Indies... Wie aS ee 5,555 - ‘7,576 
Foreign countries other than America es 11,496 — 10,010 
Total .. £408,529 £367,524 
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But these figures are not entirely reliable, inasmuch as certificates 
of origin are not required in this Colony. It is possible, for instance, 
that certain goods from Canada appear under the heading of America, 
where they are transhipped.. 


23. The decrease of over £21,000 in value of live animals, food, 
drink, and narcotics is due to decreased importation, increased local 
roduction, and the effect of the war. 


24. The decrease of over £12,000 in the value of manufactured goods, 
mainly in linen, woollen, fancy goods and hardware, was due entirely 
to the depression of trade consequent on the serious effect of the war— 
the first six months of the year under review being fairly up to the 
average of previous years. 


Exports. 


25. The exports were valued at £223,491, as against £263,954 in 
1913—a decrease of over £40,000 in the principal items of raw material. 
Low market prices, and the closure of certain European markets, made 
importation of these articles an impossibility. 


26. Classified under the headings adopted by the Board of Trade 
the exports were :— 


Value. 
Heading. 1913. 1914. 
£ £ 
1. Live Animals, Food, Drink, & Narcotics 11,061 13,368 
2. Raw Materials 2 Ne ss a 247,848 203,925 
3. Manufactured Materials .. os Bs 5,045 6,198 
4, Specie be Me su oY ae _ — 
Total .. £263,954 £223,491 
27. Produce was exported to the following countries :— 
Value. 
Country. 1913. 1914, 
£ £ 
United States of America ts ea a 124,488 111,124 
United Kingdom. . a a e re: 37,738 35,822 
Canada .. ‘oie Ae HA ee is 1,861 1,702 
British West Indies ey YF, zo 502 323 
Foreign countries other than America ne 99,365 74,520 








Total .. £263,954 £223,491 
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28. A comparative table of the imports and exports for the past 
five years is subjoined, excluding specie :— 


Year. Imports. Exports. Totals. 

£ £ £ 
1910 .. Be .. 829,014 190,682 519,696 
AON se: aie be 308,726 209,251 517,977 
1912) xs Be .. 857,808 276,115 633,923 
1913... O. -. 898,244 263,954 662,198 
1914 .. ae -. 367,524 223,491 591,015 





Totals .. £1,761,316 1,163,493 2,924,809 





Average for five years. £352,263 232,699 584,962 





AGRICULTURE. 
29. The Chairman of the Board of Agriculture reports as follows :— 


“ Owing to the exceptional and steady rainfall throughout the Colony 
and the encouragement and assistance given by the Board the crops 
are proving themselves unusually good and the areas cultivated larger 
than for many years past. 


“ Citrus Fruit. The grape-fruit market was depressed and little shipped 
on account of low prices abroad. Some quantities shipped by various 
war funds to England. 


“Corn. At the outbreak of war some 77 bushels of secd corn were 
distributed to planters in the Windward Islands. Reports as to the crop 
now ripening are unanimously favourable and the crop, both in Indian 
and Guinea, will undoubtedly be a good and large one. 


“ Cotton—Sea Island. An expert cotton planter from St. Kitts having 
been obtained, two experiments have been undertaken with the assistance 
and under the supervision of the Board, one at Clarence Town, Long 
Island (10 acres), and two at Exuma (aggregating 84 acres). Reports 
of the former and of half of the area at Exuma are good and encouraging 
to the industry, provided the people can be induced to continue the 
cultivation in future years. The pests have not been found insuperable. 
The crop is now being reaped, but actual results not yet obtainable. 


“Onions. The Board having imported seed from Teneriffe for the 
purpose, the cultivation of this staple vegetable has been largely extended, 
and arrangements are being made to supply growers with crate material 
and facilities for shipping to the Northern market. 


“ Peanuts, Spanish, have last season been imported and are again 
now being sold and distributed for the same purpose. 

“ Peppers. A beginning has been made in the growing and shipping 
of these in the Out-Islands that promises to develop considerably now 
that growers have learnt the cultivation and found the market. 


“ Pineapples. The depression of the previous year still held good, 
and the crop was still smaller. For the last twelve months, however, 
experiments in fertilizing have been carried out by various growers in 
various sections with such success that at all events a beginning in revival 
has taken place, and it can be confidently anticipated that the year’s 
crop will be larger and better than the one just passed. The Board has 
contracted for a quantity of slips (30,000 dozen) to be distributed together 
with fertilizer and instructions of the new method to reliable cultivators, 
not otherwise able to extend their fields. 


“ Potatoes, Irish. Of these, 95 bushels have been distributed on terms 
of payment on the reaping of the crop, in order to encourage the industry. 


10 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


The effects are now seen by arrivals in Nassau from the Out-Islands, at 
present selling at fair rates. 

“* Potatoes, Sweet. A stock of well recommended ‘Triumph’ sweet 
potatoes has been imported by the Board and distributed for propagation 
purposes throughout the Colony. 

“ Sisal. While exports have more than held their own in quantity,. 
values have greatly fallen off on account of the war and the consequent 
stringency in the money market in the United States and the low rate 
of Mexican exchange. There has been no improvement in the quality 
of hand-cleaned exported. 

“ Tomatoes. This is a growing industry, as is shown by the fact that up 
to the 31st January, 1915, as many boxes had been shipped as last season 
altogether (20,000 crates). The Board has assisted the cultivation by 
supplying seed, fertilizer (cave earth), and crate material in which to ship 
them, and by otherwise fostering the export by attending to the shipments 
from the Out-Islands. A new foreign buyer has entered the market, who 
is doing the packing in Nassau, and shipping partly by ss. ‘ Miami,’ thus 
breaking down the drawback of only fortnightly communication hitherto 
existing. 

“ Vegetables generally. By the importation and sale of various kinds 
of seeds, both in New Providence and the Out-Islands, aided by the 
favourable rains, the growing of vegetables has been considerably increased, 
and is educating the people in their consumption as food. 

“ Agricultural Education. In conjunction with the Board of Education 
elementary agriculture has been taught in the schools, text books, seeds, 
and tools have been supplied by this Board, and out of a total of 61 schools 
(Public and Grant-in-Aid) 51 are now so engaged, and are displaying 
interest on the part both of pupils and teachers. 

“ Stock—Sheep. From the Southdown ram imported at the end of 
last year (1913) and 30 ewes purchased here, 24 out of a total of 31 lambs 
are now at the Botanic Station. The starting of this venture was not 
made at the right time of the year to give better results, which, however, 
of late months have greatly improved. Some of the young stock are now 
ready for distribution through the Out-Islands. 

“ Pigs. Of those contracted for (seven), four arrived here in April, 
but so small that breeding could not then be undertaken ; with the excep- 
tion of one that died, three are now in a state to breed, and the other 
three it is hoped to be able to get here in the immediate future, communi- 
cation this winter having ceased with Jamaica. The boar is offered for 
service on the open market. 

“ Produce Eachange. This was carried on last spring and proved itself 
useful in the maintaining of prices to growers of such articles as onions, 
Trish potatoes, corn, etc. Much of the latter the Board was able to 
distribute at the time of the outbreak of the war. There is only apparently 
a small field for this undertaking, but the moral effect of keeping prices 
firmer, by the Out-Island farmer not having to make immediate sale in 
order to return home, is good.” 


30. Sisal.—Exports in 1913, 7,249,496 Ibs., value £69,950 ; in 1914, 
5,481,857 Ibs., value £46,303. Very low prices ruled during a part of 
the year on account of the war. 

Grape Fruit.—Exports in 1913, 565,322, value £2,032; in 1914, 
690,699, value £1,854. 

Oranges.—Exports in 1913, 622,257, value £599; in 1914, 313,715, 
value £173. 

Tomatoes.—Exports in 1913, 357 bushels and 6,756 crates, value 
£882 ; in 1914, 7,503 bushels and 18,036 crates, value £2,815. This 
is a rapidly growing industry in some of the out-islands and only needs 
better communication with America. 
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MANUFACTORIES. 


31. Pineapple-canning factories. The export of tinned pineapples 
was, during the last five years :— 


£ 
In 1910, 43,041 cases, valued at 9,219 
In 1911, 29,532, pe 5,970 
In 1912, 27,536, 3. 5,175 
In 1913, 31,192 ,, o 6,208 
In 1914, 33,070 ,, es 7,535 


There is one factory at Nassau, operated by an American 
company. 
The local supply of fruit not having been equal to the demand, 


the company in 1913 imported from Cuba 12,345 cases, equal to 
31,862 dozen, and in 1914 1,188 cases, equal to 3,315 dozen. 


32. Lumber Mills. The Bahamas Timber Company—also American 
—at Abaco milled nearly 7,000,000 feet of pine, of which over 
6,200,000 feet went to Cuba. 1,293 tons of ice were also manufactured, 
mainly for the Nassau Market 


This mill affords much well-paid employment to both local and 
American workmen, and the total salaries and wages paid in 1914 
amounted to £22,000. 


FisHERIES. 


33. The Marine Products Board repori as follows :— 


“The bright prospects for the sale of sponge and turtle-shell have been 
blighted by the disastrous war now raging in Europe and for the first 
time in its history the Board is unable to report favourably on the condition 
of our marine industries. 

“ Seven-eighths of our sponge and all our turtle-shell are marketed on 
the Continent, which was so suddenly closed to our trade in August last. 

“‘ While the first six months of the sponge trade justified the optimistic 
forecast of the last report, the succeeding months were the leanest ever 
recorded. 

“For the purpose of demonstrating more forcibly the havoc that 
the war has made in the business the Board has divided the sales in the 
following manner : 


Sales from 1914 1913 
January to July.. .. £54,596 7 7 £52,605 17 & 
July to December .. £18,332 7 7 £46,737 9 8 

Totals .. £72,928 15 2 £99,343 7 1 





‘“The principal deficit occurred in the month of December, the returns 
for that month showing a difference of over £17,000—the difference for 
the whole year as compared with 1913 being £26,414 11s. 11d. 


‘‘ Trading in the Out-Island depots has been correspondingly bad, some 
buying very little sponge and others none at all. 
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“As, in the opinion of the Board, the best remedy for this serious 
condition of the sponge market was a general closure; a meeting was 
held in the Chamber of Commerce to which all those interested in the 
sponge business were invited. Although no decision was arrived at, the 
brokers did not outfit the fleet for the December voyage. 

“Future developments fully justified this action on their part, for there 
can be no question that if the large quantities of sponge usually brought 
to market in December had been offered for sale thousands of pounds 
would have been lost to the trade, as the catch would have been sacrificed 
(if it could have been sold at all) and the buyers over-stocked at such low 
prices that the market would have been affected for years. 

“The only advantage is that the beds have had a period of rest and 
the sponges opportunity to increase in numbers and size. 


Sronce CULTURE. 

“The Board desires to interest the Government in this feature of 
the trade. In Florida the successful experiments of Dr. H. F. Moore 
noticed in former Reports have induced private capital to embark in 
this enterprise. A company called the Florida Key Sponge Company, 
with an alleged capital of $1,250,000, is now operating around Sugar Loaf 
Cay and Sheeps-head Bay, Florida. They claim to have 630,000 growing 
and fully grown sponges and they estimate their planting capacity at 
15,000 plants daily. 

“The Board cannot exaggerate the danger to our trade should this 
business prove successful and recommends that the Government should 
be placed in possession of reliable information concerning it, as it is of 
the utmost importance for the Colony to be fully prepared for competition 
of this kind. 

“The Board has not been idle, however, and in a modest way has made 
experiments in sponge culture. At Exuma a small farm has been started 
under the management of Mr. Stanley V. S. Albury, the Commissioner, 
assisted by Mr. Clarence Fitzgerald, and the plantation has been very 
favourably reported upon by that officer, and specimens of sponge grown 
from clippings are in the possession of the Board and can be seen on 
application to the Secretary. 

“The Board hopes to be able to devote more of its income to this depar- 
ture in the sponge industry and if possible to have a model farm for the 
benefit of any who may be inclined to speculate in sponge-growing. 


TuRTLE FISHERY. 

“ This industry has suffered severely. As the whole of the turtle-shell, 
though sold in London, is used on the Continent, there has been an 
absolute end of trading in that commodity. Since August not a pound 
of shell has been exported and the stocks in the hands of the London 
brokers are yet unsold. While the Board regrets to report so unfavourably 
on this industry, yet, if after the war the trade can be resumed, and of 
that there can be little doubt, it will be interesting to note the effect of 
the involuntary closure of the turtle fishery. If our competitors, Jamaica, 
Turks Island, and Cuba, are in the same plight as ourselves the turtle 
will not be hunted and captured and their numbers ought to increase 
appreciably. 

PEaRLs. 

“The Board, while dealing with other marine products, thinks that it 
should point out that the market for these valuable gems has, with that 
for turtle-shell, come to an end. 


Concus. 
“The principal customer for conch shells was the Continent and, as 
trade with the countries there has ceased, the supply far exceeds the 
demand.” 


Lanps anp Forests. 


34. No Crown land was sold during 1914. Approximately 365,499 
acres have been sold and 2,434,661 acres remain ungranted. 
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A very large number of holdings remain unsurveyed for want 
of staff, and it is not the policy of the Government to sell any more 
Crown lands, except for building or other special purposes, until arrange- 


ments can be made for surveying the same. 


The Government is, 


however, prepared to grant leases on reasonable terms. 


35. The Secretary of State has recently approved the terms on 

> which concessions for cutting pine timber and extracting rosin and 
turpentine from trees on Crown land may be made, and they can 
be obtained on application to the Colonial Secretary, Nassau, 


Bahamas. 


There is an area of about seven square miles in New Providence 
on which pine trees grow, and about twenty-one square miles at 


Cocoa Plum Creek, Abaco. 


The other pine-bearing land on Abaco, 


as well as the right to cut timber on Andros and Grand Bahama, has 
been conceded for a lengthy term to an American company—the 
Bahamas Timber Company, Limited. 


36, SHIPPING. 





Sailing Vessels. 


Steam Vessels. 
































Nationality. Entered. Cleared. Entered. Cleared. 
sea aoe | an | en | eel earn hae 
Vessels} Tons Vessels} Tons | Vessels; Tons , Vessels! Tons 
l 

British «| 152 | 15,826 145 | 15,776 55 60,748) 51 | 48,687 

American .. 13 5,542 10 4,497 107 | 246,328) 105 | 251,897 

Haitian .. 16 162 18 175 _ _ _ _— 

Mexican at 130 _~ _ 1 209 2 3,952 

San } 

Domingan 1 | 33 SS oan Weeeizae =< _ 
German... — | — _ — 88 | 275,133) 9 | 269,568 
Cuban fo o— fo — — 7 13,694} 7 12,509 
Danish — oe _ —_ 2 2,544 2 2,544 
Norwegian... — | — _ _ 4 | 6,086) 6 10,404 

-— / eS = 
Totals ..| 183 | 21,693) 173 | 20,448 | 266 | 609,080 262 | 599,561 
re i 
| i 
15,194 158 15,256 | 317 | 810,092} 316 | 807,237 


Totals 1913 \ 161 














The decreased tonnage of steamers is due to 


the fact that on the 


outbreak of war the Hamburg-American steamships ceased to call 


for stevedores. 


37. The number and tonnage of sailing vesse: J 
during the past five years were: in 1910, 9 and 336 tons; in 1911, 
10 and 179 tons; in 1912, 2 and 22 tons; in 1913, 10 and 440 tons; 
and in 1914, 4 and 34 tons. 





s built in the Colony 
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III. LEGISLATION. 


38. A résumé of the principal Acts of last year’s Session, which 
closed on 22nd June, 1914, will be found in paragraph 47 of my Report 
for 1913-14. 


39. A Special Session was held in August, 1914, after the outbreak 
of the war. Two Bills became law, one to give the force of law to 
any proclamations issued by the Governor on the instructions of the 
Secretary of State, and the other to authorise the Government to 
incur expenditure in supplying relief in cases of distress, both during 
the existence of a state of war. 


40. The Session of 1915 was opened on the 8th February. The 
Government did not think it expedient at that critical time to invite 
the Legislature to consider any legislation of a controversial nature 
or involving expenditure not immediately necessary. Consequently, 
the Session, which was prorogued on the 31st May, has not added many 
pages to the Statute Book. Six Bills became law, of which it is only 
necessary to notice two—the Tariff Amendment Act, which imposed 
a surtax of 10 per cent. on all duties of customs—in effect a war tax— 
and the Loan Act, which empowered the Government to raise a loan 
not exceeding £30,000, repayable in 20 years at a rate of interest not 
to exceed 5 per cent. 





IV.—EDUCATION. 


41. The following table gives statistics of the primary schools. 
They do not include private and denominational schools :— 





{ 





























Board Schools. Grant-in-Aid Schools.| Totals. 
3 3 3 
H raed ie) oo] a eae ool|s : © os 
S| 2 |S] 28/8) 3) Sa) 28/8] & ws | 8 
Year.) g/ & | 52) S3/a| &] SSisztig) & | 38] ay 
B| P |ES PRE) SC | EMER S| F | eA IES 
4 “= |<48)2/% |4 japla| 4% | ao las 
<q <q <q 

| 
1913 | 48) 7,397 | 6,386 |5,217|15| 1,312} 1,244! 897 |63| 8,709 | 7.639 jaous 
1914 ee 6,670/ 5,350) 12 981) 941] 691 | 63) 8,895 | 7,611 ipa 
i 
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42. The teaching staff employed by the Board of Education con- 
sisted of 51 principal teachers, 8 assistant teachers, 5 pupil teachers, 
173 monitors, 13 sewing teachers, 4 students in training, and 12 
employed in aided schools. 


43. The total numbers receiving primary education are given in the 
following table :— 





| 
1913. 1914. 





Boys. | Girls. | Total. | Boys. | Girls. | Total. 





Board Schools .. ..| 3,247 | 3,139 | 6,386} 3,458 | 3,212 | 6,670 
Aided Private Schools .. 627 617 |.1,244| 482 459 941 
Church of England oe 712 | 877 1,589 | 676 804 | 1,480 
Roman Catholic... Sake $217, 325 542; 212 293 505 


| 
Private Schools .. es 112; 117] 299 98 112 210 
Wesleyan Schools | 














Total .. «.| 4,915 | 5,075 | 9,990 | 4,926 | 4,880 | 9,806 
i ! 














44. Primary education is compulsory between the ages of 6 and 
14 years, is provided by the Government, and is controlled by a Board 
of Education consisting of twelve members (under the Chairnanship 
of the Colonial Secretary) appointed annually by the Governor. 
The Board receives an annual grant from the Legislature of £6,000, 
out of which school houses, teachers’ residences, &c., have to be 
provided and kept in repair, as well as the payment of teachers’ 
salaries and general expenses. The cost is greatly enhanced by the 
breaking up of the population into many small settlements long 
distances apart on the various islands, themselves separated for 
many miles. The average cost for each child on the rolls is 14s. 5d. 
and for each child in average attendance 21s. 2d. 





45. The grant-aided schools received an average grant of £24 10s. in 
aid of the teachers’ incomes, supplies of books and materials, and 
in many cases assistance in building or fitting up and furnishing 
school rooms, on condition that they should be unsectarian, and that 
the teachers should pass an easy examination and that the results 
produced should be fairly satisfactory. School fees are supposed to 
be the teachers’ chief income, but very few are paid in cash. Field 
produce and labour are the principal items, and no returns of these, 
nor of the occasional cash payments, are ever made to the Education 
Department. The total amount is, however, in each case so small 
that, but for the grants, the schools would be closed. 


46. In addition to the schools under the control of the Board 
there were 33 maintained by the Church of England, six of which 
were in New Providence ; average roll 1,480, and average attendance 
846. 


47. There were also five Roman Catholic schools, total roll about 
505, and 12 private schools, roll 210. 
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48. There is still, unfortunately, no State provision for secondary 
education, but private organisations connected with religious bodies 
provided higher instruction as follows :— 





Number | Number} moia1, 


Name of School. of Boys. | of Girls. 





Queen’s College and Preparatory School 





(Wesleyan) . 59 35 94 
Nassau Grammar School (Chureh of England) 15 _— 15 
St. Hilda’s High School 12 39 51 

.St. Francis Xavier’s Academy ‘(Roman 

Catholic) Ne te 9 36 45 

Harbour Island ae ae ae a 12 9 21 
Total .. es ae --| 107 119 226 














49. With the help of the Board of Agriculture, school gardens for 
the cultivation of vegetables have been started all over the Colony. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
Hospita. 


50. The so-called hospital, originally established in 1809 as a poor- 
house, now comprises the hospital proper, infirmary, dispensary, 
lunatic asylum, and leper compound. 

51. The number of inmates on Ist January, 1914, was :— 

Males. Females. 


Alexandra Hospital .. ae a LE. 17 
Victoria Jubilee Infirmary .. ach 11 
Lunatic Asylum Rf oe ame 6. 16 
Leper Asylum .. 16 ak oh ie 0 
Totals .. ve a .. 46 44 

Total 90. 


52. During the year 1914 there were 719 admissions, making a 
total under treatment of 809, of whom 292 were discharged recovered, 
179 relieved, 38 unchanged and 115 died. 

53. At the close of the year 101 remained—39 in the hospital, 
29 in the infirmary, 29 lunatics, and 4 lepers. 

54. No less than 14,950 prescriptions were made up at the dispensary. 

55. The number of paupers receiving rations on Ist January last 
was 603, being 101 in excess of the number on Ist January, 1914, due 
to the war. 
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56. A three-storey addition has been made, comprising a nurses’ 
sitting room on the second floor and a paying patients’ ward on the 
top floor. 


57. The sanitary condition of the hospital has been improved by 
laying a sewer pipe for surface drainage to the sea. 


58. There are other improvements which should be carried out when 
funds permit, notably further drainage facilities and a hot water 
system, but the institution is so large that the Board of Commissioners 
were not able last year to keep their expenditure within the £6,000 
per annum allowed. The difficulty will be greater this year as the 
Legislature have reduced the appropriations to £5,500. 


Savines Bank. 


59. During the year ended 30th June, 1914, 3,698 deposits, 
amounting to £8,492 4s. 8d., and 2,568 withdrawals, amounting to 
£8,676 14s. 4d., were made—an excess of £184 9s. 8d. in withdrawals 
over deposits. 


60. The number of depositors on June 30th, 1914, was 2,455, 
including 492 dead and unclaimed accounts. The balance due to 
depositors was £26,629 10s. 9d. 


61. The total liabilities amounted to £26,632 18s. 9d., assets to 
£30,518 6s. ld.; surplus, £3,885 7s. 4d. 


62. If the difference (£2,307 19s. 3d.) between the cost and market 
values of investments be struck off, the surplus will be reduced to 
£1,577 8s. 1d. 


63. As compared with the transactions of the previous year there 
was a decrease of 66 in number and of £407 15s. 7d. in the amount of 
deposits, an increase of 364 in number and a decrease of £791 3s. 8d. 
in the amount of withdrawals, and an increase of 94 in number and 
of £428 14s. 4d. in the amount due to depositors... 


64. During the year 676 deposits, amounting to £1,930 8s. 4d. and 
101 withdrawals, amounting to £388 3s. 2d.. were made at branch 
offices, as against 619 deposits, amounting to £1,707 19s. 4d., and 
82 withdrawals, amounting to £284 3s. 5d., in the previous year. 


65. The total number of transactions with depositors was 6,266, 
of which depositors at the out-islands contributed 777, or about 
12 per cent., indicating that the people of New Providence are more 
thrifty and provident than people in other parts of the Colony. But 
such a conclusion would be entirely erroneous, as a large number of 
depositors at the out-islands find it more convenient to deal directly 
with the head office than through the branch offices. 


66. An inevitable but unfortunate effect of the war has been 
a large increase in the amount of withdrawals since August last and, 
it being impossible to sell out securities at present, the Government 
has had to advance funds to meet withdrawals to the extent of £3,000. 
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VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


Poticr. 
Strength. 
67 The strength on the 31st December, 1914, was :— 
Officers .. aad a D oy, 1 
Sergeant major .. Bes ee ee 1 
Rank and file .. oe ab ve) 683 
Constable, Board of Education ie 1 
Total all ranks a .. 86 


68. Eight men enlisted during the twelve months under review, all 
within the Colony. 


Seven men were discharged and 11 N.C.O.’s and men re-engaged. 


69. The efficiency of the force has been maintained. The general 
conduct has been good. 


The general health of the force has been good, only one serious case 
of illness having been recorded. 


70. The weekly band concerts had to be suspended for some time 
after the outbreak of war. They have since been resumed and will be 
continued as heretofore. 

PRISONS. 


71. The number of prisoners on the 1st January was :— 


Males es as a 243, 
Females .. oe cf 0:10 
Juveniles .. ak 

Total .. nee 


The number on the 31st December was :— 


Males 48 
Females .. 6 
Juveniles .. 7 

Total .. 61 

The number of admissions for the year was :— 

Males ay rye «. 123 
Females .. oye Ban SAT. 
Juveniles .. a el; 

Total .. eee 187, 


The total number of admissions for the previous year was 191. 
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72. The daily average of prisoners was 55°71, of whom 46:08 were 
males, 8:2 females, and 1:43 juveniles. 


The daily average number for the preceding year was 56°91. 


73. The following punishments were inflicted on prisoners under- 
going sentences :— 


Solitary confinement .. 28 we 50 
Reduction of diet a ba .. 104 
Forfeiture of industrial marks be 1 
Whipping of juveniles with birch... 1 

Total ~ .. oh 186 


The total number of punishments during the preceding year was 75. 


Punishment by reduction of diet is approved by the medical officer 
before being carried into effect. 


There was no punishment by flogging with the cat. Punishment 
by solitary confinement in a dark cell has been abolished, and the 
“dark cells’? have now been reconstructed to form “ punishment” 
cells. 


There were only two cases of “ insubordination,” both by females, 
who assaulted the assistant matron at different times. They were 
given the maximum punishment provided. 


74, There were no escapes. 


75, Eleven prisoners completed their sentences and were discharged 
under the Industrial Marks Rules, by which adult prisoners sentenced 
to penal servitude or imprisonment with hard labour for a period of 
one year or upwards may earn a reduction of one-fourth of their 
sentences. 


One prisoner was released under warrant from His Excellency the 
Governor for “‘ medical reasons.” 


Three prisoners of exemplary conduct were pardoned and released 
by His Excellency the Governor; two on His Majesty’s birthday 
and one on the 14th of December. 


76. Two prisoners died during this year ; one male at the hospital, 
the cause of death being “ pellagra,’’ and one female in the prison 
hospital ward, the cause of death being “ gonorrhceal endomitritis.”” 

In respect of each death there was a coroner’s inquest, and the 
verdict returned in each case was ‘‘ death from natural causes.” 

77. The general health of the prisoners has been reported “ good” 
by the medical officer, and the sanitary condition of the institution 
“ excellent.” 

78. The discipline maintained has been good, especially on the male 
side ; on the female side an assistant matron (who has now resigned 
and left the service) had some difficulty in carrying out her duties. 
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VIL—VITAL STATISTICS AND PUBLIC HEALTH. 


80. The births in 1914 numbered 1,939, as against 1,907 in 1913. 
The deaths were 1,367 as against 1,433 in 1913. The birth-rate was 
34'8 per 1,000 and the death-rate 24:5 per 1,000. 


81. The estimated population on Ist January, 1914, was 55,766 





Births, 1914 .. .. 1,939 

Deaths, 1914 .. .. 1,867 
Add excess of births ss aa on 572 
56,338 
Deduct excess of emigrants over immigrants .. 699 


Estimated population on 1st January, 1915 .. 55,639 





82. There was no serious or general epidemic of disease. There 
were a few cases of whooping cough and measles, and diarrhcea and 
dysentery were far less prevalent than usual. There were 21 cases 
of typhoid fever (of which 2 died), as compared with 30 (of which 8 
died) the previous year. 


83. Tuberculosis is rife among the coloured population ; a simple 
leaflet of advice with regard to the disease has been printed and widely 
distributed. 


84. The Chief Medical Officer also prepared a list of concentrated 
mixtures, tablets, etc., together with a small pamphlet of instructions 
in the use of those medicines in simple ailments occurring in the out- 
islands, where no medical man is resident. 


85. As regards water supply, the commonest source of supply is 
wells. From an analysis which has been made at the Imperial Institute 
it appears that, from the samples analysed, the water is hard, contains 
large proportions of chlorine, and is in most instances polluted, The 
other source of supply is rain water stored in tanks, tubs, and under- 
ground cisterns. 


The report of a well-known water engineer—Mr. H. H. Humphreys— 
on a scheme for supplying the city and suburbs of Nassau with fresh 
water by boring and by storing in a reservoir has been received and 
laid before the House of Assembly, but financial considerations at 
present prevent any further action. 


86. The Chief Medical Officer has discovered in brackish lakes in 
New Providence certain mosquito-larve- destroying fish very similar 
to, if not identified witb, the so-called “ millions’? of Barbados. 
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MeTEoroLogicaL Statistics. 


87. The following are the meteorological data for the past three 
years :— 





























Temperature. | Means of | Extremes of 
| dlali¢i¢gia 
ue elelalelalilals 
ge | de bess (SES Rs abe Bess 
c Co a | A A | a; & ia 
a ae ee 
Ele ae =e 
1912... «| 792 20. | 795 | 83:0 | 72-9 91:5 | 57-0 | 36°79 
1913... --| 77:0 | 79-0 | 78-1 | 86-4 | 67-1 | 91-0 | 63-5 | 39-96 
1914. ++} 763 80°3 | 774 | 72:0) 80°8 644 | 86:2 | 54°32 
i 








VIII—POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH. 


88. The postal revenue for 1914-1915 was £3,470, as compared 
with £4,354 in the previous year. The decrease was due partly to 
the withdrawal of the King Edward stamps. 


The expenditure was £1,005, as against £775 in 1913-1914, to which 
must be added the foreign and inter-insular mail subsidies, amounting 
to some £13,000 a vear. 

89. The total number of postal packets (exclusive of parcels) 
received and despatched was 1,029,177, an increase of 144,172 over 
the preceding year. 


90. 2,770 Money Orders, value £4,964, were issued, a decrease of 
160 in number and £545 in amount. 


828 Money Orders, value £2,570, were paid—an increase of 107 in 
number and £199 in value. 


£372, paid. In 1913-1914 the figures were 2.069, value £834, sold, 
and 677, value £408, paid. 

92. Mutual penny postage with the United States was adopted 
on Ist January, 1915. Prior to that, although letters could be sent 
from the Colony to America for one penny. the rate from America 
to the Colony was 5 cents, and the revenue accruing from the tax 
on insufficiently prepaid correspondence originating in the United 
States amounted to quite £200 a year. : 

93. Local improvements have been made by the introduction of 
seven letter-boxes in different parts of the citv and suburbs and the 
appointment of a postman. Hitherto all persons had to attend at 
the post office to send and receive letters. 
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94. A contract for the conveyance of mails, passengers, and freight 
between Nassau and New York for a period of two years, expiring in 
August, 1916, has been made with the New York and Cuba Mail 
Steamship Company (known as the Ward Line) for an annual subsidy 
of £5,000—double that previously paid. 


95. A subsidy of £5,000 per annum is also paid to the Peninsular 
and Occidental Steamship Company and the Florida East Coast Hotel 
Company for a mail, passenger, and freight service between Miami 
(Florida) and Nassau during the short winter season. The contract 
also contains provision for the maintenance of a first-class hotel in 
Nassau during that time. 


96 Subsidies paid to the various local schooners for inter-insular 
mail, passenger, and freight communications amount to about £3,000 
per annum. 

TELEGRAPHS. 


97. In November, 1913, there was a complete failure of the telegraph 
cable between Nassau and Florida. Repairs were effected on January 
11th, 1914, and there was another total failure (about two months 
later) on March 13th. 


98. As the mechanical condition of the cable armour after twenty- 
three years of service is probably poor, and other breaks might 
follow, it was not considered wise to incur further heavy cost of 
repairs, the life of which would be entirely problematical. 


99. Thus the cable which had served so well from its installation, 
on February 3rd, 1892, was temporarily abandoned and to the present 
time no definite action has been taken with regard to further repairs 
or renewal. 


100. A telegraph cable of sufficient length to reach the Florida 
coast would cost at least £35,000. 


Should that sum, or a greater amount, be available at any time 
for such purpose the Government is of the opinion that it would 
be better to put it into a cable that would link with one of the British- 
owned cables in the vicinity of Turks Island, though a wireless service 
which would give the desired communication with that island could 
probably be established for one-third the cost of a cable. 


101. The disadvantage of having to rely entirely on a wireless 
system communicating with a foreign country has been shown during 
the present war, when all messages passing through the neutral 
country of America have to be in clear, no code or cypher being 
allowed. 


102. The working of the Nassau wireless station is highly satis- 
factory and it is gratifying to be able to state that the service is 
quite as prompt and reliable as that previously performed on the 
cable. 


103. The new apparatus for which the Legislature last year voted 
the sum of £450 has been entirely installed and has greatly exceeded 
expectations regarding its efficiency. We have now, in addition to 
more sensitive and reliable equipment, duplicate parts of all apparatus 
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likely to break down and we are safeguarded against accidental breaks 
in machinery and other parts. 


104. Estimates have been made for the installation of wireless at 
Inagua and Long Cay. The cost is entirely beyond the means of 
the Colony at present, and, I fear, for a long time to come. 


TELEPHONES. 


105. The telephone switchboard has shown the effects of age and 
heavy service demands and its working cannot be taken as wholly 
satisfactory at all times. 


The new switchboard, with capacity for 600 subscribers, to replace 
the present one of 300 capacity, has been received and when installed 
should give improved service, and accommodation for additional 
subscribers for many years to come. 


106. During the year there were 11 subscribers admitted, mostly on 
“ party-lines,” making a total of 320 telephones on the system. 


107. There was a total of 406,409 calls for the year, an increase of 
27,068 over the year previous. The maximum one-day total for 
the year was 3,066 calls, on December 31st. 


Execrric Licur. 


109. There are now 425 subscribers, with 6,268 lights, and 276 street 
lights, and no further applications for the supply of electricity can 
be granted. 





IX. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 
Foreien Lapour. 


111. The following table summarizes the foreign labour traffic for 
three years :— 














Number of Labourers 
Number of brought back after 
Labourers engaged. | __ expiration of engage- 
Number NX umber ment. 
+ of steam 
steal: To To work | vessels | From | From work 
vessels work on | on docks, | home- | work on} on docks, 
outwar' board | railroads, | ward board railways, 
bound. ships | lumber | bound. ships lumber 
(Steve- | camps, &c. (Steve- | camps, &c. 
dores). | (Contzact), dores). | (Contract). 
Inagua. 
1912 .. 64 | 2,550 = 64 | 2,508 | 68 
1913 .. 68 2,942 126 66 2,840 | 272 
1914 .. 37 1,539 _ 39 | «1,623 | oll 
Long Cay. : 
1912 .. 41 1,476 | — 48 ; 1,448 256 
1913 ..; 53 2,027 _ 52 1,934 _ 
1914 .. 63 1,176 | _ 63 1,058 _ 

















24 COLONIAL REPORTS—-ANNUAL. 


112. The Commissioner at Inagua reports that :— 


“* Wages are 50 cents per diem from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., one dollar per diem 
for Sundays, and 10 cents per hour for extra hours. Men were employed 
as stevedores on the Hamburg-American Line, Atlas Service Steamships, 
and the George D. Emery’s steamships in loading mahogany at Colombian 
and Nicaraguan ports.” 


113. The Commissioner at Long Cay writes as follows :— 


“ The stevedores received 50 cents, or 2 shillings, a day, and 10 cents, or 
5 pence, for each hour overtime—day’s work from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.—labourers 
employed for eighteen days going and returning by thesameship. Withthe 
exception of one wrecking tug that called for a few men, all stevedores 
served on board ships of the Hamburg-American Line. Since the war 
very nearly 300 Bahamians have been sent back by the Hamburg-American 
Line and the United States Government from Colon.” 


114. The Hamburg-American Line (Atlas Service) ceased the 
stevedore traffic at the outbreak of war. The George D. Emery 
Company’s steamships continued to call, but have since ceased. 


115. 112 foreign labourers returned to Inagua from Honduras, 
where they had been employed by the C. C. Mengel & Bros. Lumber 
Company. The pay roll amounted to £2,300 and in a few days most 
of the money had been squandered, leaving the labourers in as bad 
a financial condition as before they left. 


116. At Long Cay the total amount paid for 1913 was about £5,400» 
in 1914 only £3,300. 


Tse DEVELOPMENT OF THE COLONY. 


117. I append extracts from the Report of the Board established 
by an Act of 1914 to improve and increase facilities for tourists, etc. 


“In order to improve the passenger service between the United States 
and the Colony, and to provide additional means of communication, the 
Board carefully considered the advisability of endeavouring to establish 
a steamship service between the Port of Jacksonville and Nassau. Repre- 
sentations were made to it that such a service would be beneficial, not 
only to intending tourists, to whom Jacksonville would be a more con- 
venient port of departure, but also in developing the trade in fruit and 
vegetables with the United States, by affording quicker transit of agricul- 
tural products, and enabling them to be put on the market in better 
condition. The Board is satisfied that these advantages should steadily 
be kept in view in endeavouring to promote the objects set out in the Act 
under which it is constituted, especially as there are little or no cold 
storage facilities on the steamers engaged in carrying cargo to New York. 

“Owing to the difficulties which arose in connection with insurance 
matters, and to the late period of the season, it became impracticable to 
establish the Jacksonville service, and the Board was reluctantly compelled 
to abandon the matter for thisseason. The United States Consul succeeded 
in interesting influential parties in the matter, and notwithstanding the 
opposition which the Board has encountered, it is confidently hoped that 
it will be in a position to obtain such a service for next season.” 


118. The Board caused an illustrated booklet to be prepared and 
widely distributed in the United States and Canada, and advertised 
extensively in over 50 American newspapers and 36 magazines. 


119. Mr. Richard Le Gallienne, the distinguished author and poet, 
was induced. to visit the Colony, and will write articles and stories 
with a Bahamas background, which should do much to attract tourists. 
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120. A race course and polo ground has been added to the attractions 
of Nassau. 


121. An effort was also made to induce the London offices of Messrs. 
Thomas Cook & Son to arrange for tours from Great Britain to the 
Bahamas, and the White Star Line were addressed with the same 
object. The conditions produced by the war rendered it impossible 
for any such tours to be arranged, and the same conditions have 
unfortunately prevented any excursion steamers from calling at 
Nassau during the season. The tourist traffic in this direction has 
been of a negligible quantity. In the season of 1914 about five 
excursion steamers called here, and several of them left passengers 
who remained for a few days. Their absence during the season just 
closed has undoubtedly affected the commercial section of the 
community. 


EmicRraTIon To FLORIDA. 


122. The figures for the past three years are as follows :— 











Out. In. Excess of Outs. 
Year. 
Male, |Female.| Total. | Male. |Female.| Total. | Male. |Female.| Total. 
1912 ..| 1,909 719 | 2,628 | 1,922 626 | 2,548 13 93 80 


1913 ..| 2,547 875 | 3,422 | 1,779 617 | 2,396 768 | 258 | 1,026 
1914 ..| 2,806 952 | 3,758 | 2,302 757 | 3,059 504 | 195 699 





Totals.! 7,262 | 2,546 











9,808 | 6,003 2000 | 8,008 1280 | 546 | 1,805 








The figures from Ist January to 3lst May, 1915, were :— 
Out: Males, 352; females, 222. .Total, 574. 
In + Males, 1,008 ; females, 348. Total, 1,356. 


123. A map of the Colony is appended. 


ADMINISTRATION. 


124. The Governor—then Mr. (now Sir George) Haddon-Smith— 
left the Colony on transfer to the Windward Islands on 17th December, 
1914, and the government was administered from that date by the 
writer of this Report. His successor, Mr. W. L. Allardyce, C.M.G., 
Governor of the Falklands, is expected to arrive on the 15th instant. 


W. Harr Bennett, 
Colonial Secretary, 


Administering the Government. 
Government House, 
Nassau, Bahamas, 
9th June, 1915. 


COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 





The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 


the sources indicated on the title page: 


ANNUAL. 


Colony, &c. 





Basutoland 

Hong Kong 
Bechuanaland Protectorate 
Imperial Institute 
Falkland Islands 
Malta 

Trinidad and Tobago 
Jamaica 

Northern Nigeria. 
Grenada : 
Zanzibar .. 
Barbados .. 


‘Southern Nigeria. . : 


Mauritius .. . 

British Honduras 

Colonial Survey Cominittee 
Tongan Islands Protectorate 
Swaziland é ae 
Uganda 

Nyasaland 

British Guiana 


Imperial Bureau of Entomology, 


St. Vincent 
St. Lucia . 
Somaliland ; 
Straits Settlements 
Cayman Islands .. 

East African Protectorate 
Leeward Islands . 

Gilbert and Ellice Tslands 
Zanzibar . 

Turks and Caicos Islands 
Weihaiwei 5 
Seychelles 
St. Helena 
Fiji 


Colony, &o. 





Northern Nigeria 


Nyasaland . 
Southern Nigeria 
Imperial Institute 
Southern Nigeria 
West Indies 


Southern Nigeria 

Southern Nigeria 

Ceylon. . : 

Imperial Institute 

Southern Nigeria a 
St. Vincent ., . oa 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Year. 


1913-1914 
1913 
1913-1914 
1913 


1913-1014 


” 


1913 


” 


1913-1914 
1913 


” 


1913-1914 


1914 
1913-1914 


; 
1913 
1913-1914 


» 


Subject. 





Mineral] Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

Mineral Survey, 1910. 

Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, &c. 

Mineral Survey, 1911. 

Mineral Survey, 1912. 

Mineral Survey. 

Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 

Mineral Survey, 1913. 

Roads and Land Settlement. 
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No. 851. 


SIERRA LEONE. 


(For Report for 1913 see No. 808.) 


Tur Actinc GovERNoR To THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Government House, 
Sierra Leone, 
29th June, 1915. 


Sir, 

I have the honour to transmit herewith the Annual Report on 
the Colony of Sierra Leone for the year 1914, which has been prepared 
by the Acting Colonial Secretary, Mr. E. E. Evelyn, 1.8.0. 


I have, &c., 
A. C. Hottrs, 
Acting Governor. 


The Right Honourable 
A. Bonar Law, M.P., 
&e., &e., &e. 


Rn 
SUR U, Oj G 


(C178), We, 36076/850. 1125 & 90. 8.15. B&F.Ltd. Gp. 17/2. 


COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL, 


IL—FINANCIAL. 


Revenue. 


The revenue for 1914 was £675,689, and exceeded that for 1913 by 
£57,306. A sum of £178,936 which was included in the revenue for 
1914 was, however, a reimbursement from loan, being,advances made 
from surplus balances for carrying out works chargeable to the loan 
authorized by the Public Loan Ordinance of 1913. If this sum is not 
included the actual revenue obtained in 1914 was £496,752, which 
shows a decrease of £121,631 as compared with 1913. The decline in 
the revenue was caused by a depression in trade prior to the war and 
by the partial stoppage of imports and exports and the falling off of 
traffic on the railway after the outbreak of hostilities. 

The following comparative statement shows the increases and 
decreases under the several heads of revenue, as compared with the 




















preceding year. 
Heads of Revenue. evens for iprente aor Increase. Decrease. 
£ 8s. dj  £ 8. d. £ 6 dl £ 8. d. 
Customs a8 {817,463 2 3/199,455 11 4 _ 118,007 10 11 
Port, Harbour, and 
Lighthouse dues ..| 6,937 11 3) 6,502 1 9 _ , 485 9 6 
Licences and Internal 
Revenue not other- 
wise classified -| 79,745 0 1) 87,504 7 7] 17,759 7 6 _ 
Fees of Court or 
Office, Payments 
for specific Services| 
and Reimburse- 
ments-in-Aid .-| 17,853 2 6 15,566 10 5 _ 2,286 12 1 
Post Office and Sav- 
ings Bank ..| 14,486 17 10) 9,782 1 3 _ 4,704 16 7 
Rents on Govern- 
ment Property 416 18 1 402 3 8 _— 14414 5 
Interest se ..| 12,323 15 9) 24,910 7 93] 12,586 11 6 _ 
Miscellaneous Re- 
ceipts . A 1,820 19 4 2,293 8 11 472 9 7 _ 
Sierra Leone Govern- 
ment Railway ../167,304 0 0/150,058 0 6 = 17,245 19 6 
Land Sales f 3110 0 277 17 0 246 7 Oj _ 
Reimbursement from 
Loan oe sie _ 178,936 4 6/178,936 4 6 _ 
Total .. £/618,382 17 11675,688 14 2/200,001 0 1)142,695 3 0 
Net Increase £} 57,305 17 1 














The total revenue for the five years 1910 to 1914 was as follows :— 
£ 
«424,215 
. 457,759 
559,855 
618,383 


Year. 

1910... 4 a an 
1911 ae . 
1912. : 

1918. 

1ol4 : 


.. 675,689 


xchange 





y 
ctv of Minnesota 


us 


pEC 15 1937 
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Expenditure. 


The following comparative statement shows the increases and 
decreases under the several heads of expenditure, as compared with 
































the preceding year :— 
Heads of Expenditure | Expenditure | 
Expenditure. fer 1913. | for 1914, | ‘Tmerease. | Decrease. 
t 
= = 5 = a ae 
f £ s da £ 84. £ sda £ aw da 
Charge on account of; ! 

Public Debt « 61,573 17 0)102, 087 3 11! 40,513 6 11 = 
Pensions 8,228 8 10 9,960 5 0 1,731 16 2 _ 
Governor and Legis-! ! 

lature ‘ 6,442 12 3} 5,948 12 0 — | 494 0 3 
Colonial Secretary's | | 

Department ; 8,189 16 10) 9,711 14 5 1,521 17 7, _ 
Provincial Adminis. i ! 

tration ..| 33,877 2 8 34,101 4 2 224 1 6 — 
Treasury hig ..| 4,813 1 0} 5,306 3 5 493 2 5 —_ 
Customs Department) 14,682 12 6 14,961 7 1 278 14 7 
Audit Department ..; 3,050 16 0; 2,958 2 2 — 92 13 10 
Port and Marine De-| \ | 

partment ..| 3,288 10 5 1,940 16 8 = 1,347 13 9 
Legal Departments ..| 11,669 18 5! 10,780 3 iL | 889 14 6 
Civil Police ‘!} 10;082 9 0) 10,887 5 5 80416 5 | — 
Prisons 8,632 19 8 9,772 111 1,139 2 3, — 
Medical Department. . 30,047 10 9 29,832 0 4) | 21510 5 
Sanitary Department 8,950 13 10, 9,189 1 2) 238 7 4 _ 
Education 13,295 16 5) 13,741 6 0) 445 9 7 = 
Post Office. 12124 0 3| 12,046 9 0) eae a ae 
West African Frontier 

Fores. 40,638 1 63127518 4 — | 9,362 3 2 
Sierra Leone Govern- | | 

ment Railway ..{146,060 2 5/194,807 12 5) 48,747 10 0 —_ 
Agricultural “Depart- i | 

ment 2,841 14 7} 3,998 16 5. 1,157 1 10 _ 
Forestry Department 3,584 9 9) 4,722 12 5 1,138 2 8| —_ 
Miscellaneous Services} 23,913 11 2) 29,644 2 8 5,730 11 6 —_ 
Protectorate Roads| | i f 

Department 7,558 6 9| 12,586 15 0, 5,028 8 3 —_ 
Public Works Depart. | f : 

ment 13,621 13 5 20,030 8 10, 6,408 15 5} _ 
Public Works Re- | | 

current ..| 18,897 0 4/ 23,862 13 ° 4,965 12 8 —_ 
Public Works Ex-| | 

traordinary. . 58,856 9 4, 59,530 4 673 19 
Public Works (Special), 11,632 19 9 ee eee — 11,632 19 9 
Survey of the Colony : 1 

and Protectorate 1 228 7 6 2,802 9 6 2,574 2 0 _ 
Freetown Water: : ! ' 

Works ' 6,656 16 1 12,107 14 10 5,450 18 9 _— 
Railway Construction | 48,999 7 6 — } — 48,999 7 6 
Survey of Freetown ../ = 1,082 5 0 1,082 5 0 
Railway Surveys _ 4 470 4 8) 470 4 8 _ 

potas | ek oe 
| 
Total .. £622,439 5 11 G80: 145 18 0'130,818 6 673,111 14 5 
Net Increase. .; 57,706 12 1 
B 
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The total expenditure for the years 1910 to 1914 was as follows :— 


Year. £ 

1910 a ia a # FH a 361,222 
1911 me ue a 12 ae ts 432,448 
1912 eo ee me te oe ae 524,417 
1913 a fot = ie ae ak 622,439 
1914 : 680,146 


The expenditure exceeded the revenue by £4,457. 


Loan Expenditure. 


The amount expended during the year on works and undertakings 
chargeable to loan funds amounted to £91,424. Of this sum £67,898 
was spent on the railway extension and £23,526 on the improvement 
of the Freetown jetties. 

In addition to the expenditure detailed above, the sum of £494,565 
has been utilized out of the proceeds of the loan issued on the 30th of 
December, 1913, for redeeming the outstanding bonds of the 1904 loan, 
as provided in the Public Loan Ordinance, 1913. 

The net proceeds of the loan of £1,000,000 issued in 1913 amounted 
to £942,827, while the total expenditure incurred, as authorized by 
the Ordinance, amounted to £764,926. 

At the end of the year there was, accordingly, a balance of £177,901 
for carrying out works sanctioned by the Ordinance. 


Assets and Inabilities. 


The excess of assets over liabilities at the close of the year amounted 
to £271,003, of which £149,961 is invested in securities, and £19,099 
is in the hands of the Crown Agents for the Colonies at interest, while 
£90,497 represents the value of unallocated stores in the Departments 
of the Railway, Public Works, and Railway Extension. Various 
payments in connection with the storage of food for the civil popula- 
tion and for the Togoland and Cameroons expeditionary forces are 
included as assets in the category of advances. 

In addition to the excess of assets, indicated above, the sum of 
£18,765 has been charged against revenue for the extension of the 
Freetown water supply, the cost of which will ultimately be treated 
as a loan to the City Council of Freetown. 

Deposits in the Post Office Savings Bank were over-invested to the 
extent of £2,671. This is due to heavy withdrawals after the outbreak 
of war and to the inadvisability of realizing securities, owing to 
depreciation. 


Public Debt. 


The funded debt of the Colony at the close of the year amounted 
to £1,730,648, which is made up as follows :— 


£ 
4 percent. Ten-year Convertible Bonds .. 800 
3h per cent. Inscribed Stock 1929-1954 .. 729,848 
4 per cent. Inscribed Stock 1938-1963... 1,000,000 


Total .. fe .. £1,730,648 
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The liability in respect of the public debt was increased by £883,872 
by the issue of the 4 per cent. stock, but it was correspondingly reduced. 
by £448,900 by the redemption of the 4 per cent. debentures, so that 
the net addition to the liability of the Colony during the year was 
£434,972. 


The amounts standing to the credit of the Sinking Funds on the 
31st of December, 1914, are as follows :— 


£ s. d. 
4 per cent. Bonds 23 Be 798 14° 5 
34 per cent. Stock o - 61,244 5 3 


£62,042 19 8 


The net liability of the Colony, therefore, after allowing for these 
amounts, is £1,668,605 Os. 4d. 


Currency. 


In addition to the Imperial coinage and the West African coinage, 
the five-franc pieces of France, Belgium, Italy, and Switzerland are 
legal tender in Sierra Leone, the value of each being 3s. 104d. sterling. 


General. 


The balance standing to the credit of the Colony House Tax Fund 
on the Ist of January, 1914, amounted to £3,853. The revenue collected 
during the year from this source amounted to £2,756, making a total 
of £6,609. 

The expenditure on various works and improvements for the benefit 
of the inhabitants of the districts in which the tax is collected, 
amounted to £3,027, leaving a balance on the 3lst of December of 
£3,582. 

The Protectorate house tax collected during the year amounted to 
£63,596, as compared with £60,314 in 1913. 

A scheme for granting pensions to the widows and orphans of 
deceased European public officers was brought into operation on the 
Ist of January, 1914, and at the close of the year 139 officers had been 
registered as contributors. 

Contributions and capital payments received during the year 
amounted to £3,174, which is included in the general revenue of the 
Colony. 

At the end of the year the Public Officers’ Guarantee Fund amounted 
to £2,672, of which £2,185 has been invested. 














Freetown Municipality. 


The revenue of the Municipality during the financial year com- 
mencing on the Ist of November, 1913, and ending on the 31st of 
October, 1914, amounted to £10,553, while the expenditure during 
the same period was £9,065. 
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The following table shows the revenue and the expenditure of the 
Municipality for the five years 1910 to 1914 :— 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £ 

1910 .. a Ae 11,313 Se 11,035 

19Ta. re ae 12,070 - 11,172 

1912 .. os ae 11,948 ee 11,322 

1913 .. Ji bee 12,414 De 9,851 

1914 .. ate oe 10,553 i 9,065 


The municipality has a debt of £31,008 2s. 11d. advanced to it by 
the Government. Of this sum £27,948 2s. 11d. is in respect of the 
Freetown Waterworks, £2,500 a cemetery loan, and £560 the balance 
of a loan of £1,400 in aid of revenue, repayable in annual instalments 
of £280. 


Towards the sinking fund provided for the redemption of the loan 
of £2,500 a sum of £597 9s. 1d. has been accumulated. 


The sum of £279 9s. 8d. is paid annually to the Colonial Government 
as the proportion of the General Loan Sinking Fund contribution in 
respect of the Waterworks Loan. Seven annual contributions have been 
made, amounting in all to £1,956 7s. 8d. 


The Port of Sherbro Fund. 


The balance to the credit of this fund on the Ist of January, 1914, 
was £952. The receipts, including an annual contribution of £300 from 
the Sherbro District House Tax Fund, amounted to £803, which makes 
a total of £1,755. The expenditure amounted to £1,222, leaving a 
balance at the end of the year of £533. 


Funds are thus available for carrying out improvements in the town 
of Bonthe and other places within the limits of the Port of Sherbro. 


+ IL—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


The net revenue collected by the Customs Department from all 
sources during the year 1914, after the deduction of drawbacks and 
refunds, amounted to £206,307, which falls below the corresponding 
return for 1913 by £119,726. 

Both Freetown and the Port of Sherbro shared in this depression. 
The gross revenue derived from import duties in the former amounted 
to £152,570, and in the latter to £41,777, as compared with £234,569 
and £78,238, respectively, in the preceding year. 
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‘The decrease of customs revenue is explained in some detail in the 
following table, which gives the gross amount of customs duty collected 
in respect of each of the principal articles of import, in comparison 
with the fe for 1913 :-— 


























| , Increase or 
Years ended | decrease in 1914 
31st December. » compared with 
Articles, ; 1913. 
1913. - 1914. ‘Increase.|Decrease. 

£5 i voip eee = [ee 

Ale, Beer, and Porter - 2,476 | 2148 | — | 328 
Cottons .. tee an 1% 39,348 27,811 | — 11,537 
Hats and Caps 1,734 1,249 —_ 485 
Hardware 1133 | 599 — 534 

Metal Manufactures (other than | i ' 
those mentioned above) 32 3,485 | 2,035 | — | 1,400 
Oil (Kerosene) .. ah --| 12,987 | 12,161 —- 3 826 
Provisions” i ms a 1,502 | —_ , o— 1,502 
Salt* x ioe ae ogee 1,469 | — =: 1,469 
Perfumery 3 a a 1,421 955 — 466 
Spirits .. er: ae -. 167,491 | 89,676 — | 77,815 
Sugar* .. itt 2,935 — — | 2,935 
‘Tobacco, Manufactured — --; 5,897 | 2,370 — 3,027 
Tobacco, Unmanufactured. . | 49,267 | 42,240 — 1 7,027 
Wines ah ee oe 3,599 2,233 — | 1,366 
Woollens. . : ese ae 2,533 | 2,231 er 302 
Other minor imports a wel 19) O15 | 12, 387 6,628 
at 
Aggregate receipts ff £315,742 ne £198,095 —  |£117,647 
| | 
Total net decrease é ‘ £117,647 


The total shortage in customs ee amounted to £21,457 during 
the period before the war and to £96,190 during the war period. 

The decrease of £77,815 in respect of spirits is due chiefly to a falling 
off of the imports from Holland and Germany, which had not, up to 
the end of the year, been made good by importations from other 
sources. 


Imports. 


The total values of the imports for the five years 1910-1914 are as 
follows :— 


Year. £ 

1910 .. ix ie e ae i 1,162,470 
TOU eh) eee ae Se 987981 
1912 .. ae a eh 2: os 1,424,864 
1913... 2h he os oe an 1,750,303 
1914 .. Se an as 45 tee 1,405,049 


Government imports again showed a ma‘ked increase, amounting 
in value to £196,770, as compared with £146,053 in the preceding year, 





* Exempted from duty in August 1913. 
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and representing 1401 per cent. of the total imports, as against 8:34 
per cent. in 1913. This increase is due to larger consignments of 
materials for various public works which were under construction 
in 1914. ° 


The statistics given in Appendix A, analysing the importation of 
alcoholic liquors into the Colony, show a large decrease in the value 
and quantity of spirits imported. This decrease is almost entirely 
covered by the shrinkage of spirits imported from Holland and 
Germany. ; 


The importation of specie amounted to £238,648, as compared with 
£312,268 in 1913, but, as pointed out in previous reports, owing to 
the fact: that the Freetown branch of the Bank of British West Africa 
is a distributing centre for practically the whole of West Africa, any 
decrease or increase in the importation of specie cannot be regarded 
as having: any reliable bearing upon the economic condition of the 
Colony. 


During the period before the war the total imports amounted in 
value to £969,564 and during the war period to £435,485, as"compared 
with £992,946 and £757,357 for similar periods in 1913. The decline 
was, as might have been expected, greater during the war period. 


Exports. 


There are no export duties in Sierra Leone. The following table 
shows the value of the exports from the Colony for the five years 
1910-1914 :— 


Year. £ 

1910 .. aH an 2s a Pe 1,249,367 
1911... ap ah et os ats 1,300,238 
1912 .. ue aa = 24 2A 1,540,754 
1913... ae Fe oe ee we 1,731,252 
1914... ae ie os oe oe 1,250,478 


Of the return for 1914, £933,338 is represented by the produce and 
manufactures of Sierra Leone, as against £1,376,603 in 1913, showing 
a decrease in this respect of £443,265. 


Specie was exported during the year to the value of £208,571, 
showing a decrease of £32,393 as compared with the return for the 
previous year. 

The total value of exports during the period prior to the outbreak 
of war was £806,002, and in the war period £444,476, as compared with 
£942,532 and £788,72C for similar periods in 1913. 


Sierra Leone Propvcrs. 


Palm Products. 


(a) Palm Kernels. The exports during 1914 show a falling off in 
volume of 13,286 tons and in value of £361,630. The total quantity 
exported amounted to £35,915 tons and was valued at £559,313. 
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This shortage cannot be wholly ascribed to the war. During the seven 
months ending on the 31st of July the shipments were 2,612 tons less 
than those during a similar period in 1913, and the shrinkage in value 
was £46,319. 


The contraction during the earlier part of the year was due to the 
reduction of prices in the European market and a consequent dis- 
inclination of the natives to part with their kernels ai reduced rates. 


Upon the outbreak of war in August, there was a temporary dis- 
location in the kernel trade, but from September onwards there was 
a steady acceleration in the monthly output, which culminated i in 
December. 


(b) Palm Oil. Although prices were high during the first seven 
months of the year, the quantity of this commodity exported during 
that period was 95,077 gzllons less than during a similer period of 
1913. , 


In August shipments were considerably decreased, avd, although 
the trade recovered somewhat towards the end of the year, in com- 
parison with the figures of the period from August to December, 1913, 
there was a reduction of 85,868 gallons, making a total decrease for 
the year of 180,945 gallons, valued at £18,122. The total quantity 
of palm oil exported during the whole year was 436,144 gallons, valued 
at £38,537. 


In addition to a fell in price after the outbreak of war, the partial 
failure of the first rice crop, alluded to below, and the attention which 
was in some districts diverted to the production of a second crop, 
both had a depressing effect upon the production of palm oil. 





Of the total quantity exported during the year, 349,957 gallons 
were shipped to the United Kingdom and 54,161 gallons to Germany, 
as compared with 509,688 gallons to the United Kingdom and 69,786 
gallons to Germany in the preceding year. 


254,651 gallons were exported from Sherbro and 181,493 gallons 
from Freetown, as against 397,881 gallons from Sherbro and 219,208 
gallons from Freetown in 1913. That Sherbro bore so disproportionate 
a share in the decline is, apparently, due to the disinclination of the 
Sherbro natives to gather produce at reduced rates of remuneration. 
In the island of Sherbro alone only one quarter of the usual supply of 
‘oil was produced. 


Kola Nuts. The export of kola nuts during 1914 showed an increase 
in quantity of 60 tons and a decrease in value of £48,804. The total 
quantity exported was 1,925 tons, valued at £279,199. 


The trade in kola nuts is almost entirely directed towards Senegal, 
Gambia, Rufisque, and Bissao, all of which places are deeply interested 
in the export to Marseilles of another produce, viz., ground nuts. 
Since the outbreak of war the ground nut trade suffered considerably 
through falling prices, difficulty of transport, and other causes, with 
the result that the purchasing power of the natives of Senegal and the 
adjacent countries became so much impsired that they could no longer 
pav the old rates for kola nuts. 
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Piassava. The exports of this commodity reached 983 tons, valued 
at £19,492, as compared with 839 tons, valued at £12,280, in 1913. 
The incre se in the quantity of fibre shipped is due to the extraordinary 
prices quoted in the home market, the average price during the preced- 
ing year being £28 a ton, while in December, 1914, the price offered 
was £59 a ton, but ib is all the more remarkable in view of the closing 
of the German market on the outbreak of war. In the year under 
review 546 tons were sent to the United Kingdom and 437 tons to 
Germany, as against 302 tons to the United Kingdom and 537 tons 
to Germany in 1913. The whole of the increase in 1914 occurred 
during the war period. 


The piassava trade is almost entirely carried on in the Sherbro and 
Northern Sherbro Districts. 


The increase in the value of piassava in the English market was due, 
on the one hand, to a decline in the supply, owing to lack of freights 
after the outbreak of war, and on the other hand to an increased demand. 
for Army brooms and the transfer of American patronage from the 
German to the English market. These causes would appear to indicate 
that the rise in price is temporary. At the same time it is worth 
observing that a use has been found for piassava pulp, which has 
hitherto been regarded as waste product. It is estimated that this 
commodity will fetch from £6 to £8 per ton on the European market 
as a coir substitute. If it is found profitable to export the pulp at 
these rates, the piassava trade is likely to be permanently benefited. 


Ginger. The quantity of exported ginger again showed a decline, 
1,213 tons, valued at £15,639, being shipped, as compared. with 2,048 
tons, valued at £35,468, in 1913. 


The further decrease in the output of this commodity was again 
due to a depression in prices in the home market. In 1910 the average 
price per cwt. was 41s., and it has fallen steadily until 1914, when an 
average price of only 16s. per cwt. was paid. 


There is plenty of ginger in the Colony, but it will not be unearthed 
until better prices are again offered. The root is not destroyed if 
left in the ground for one or even two years, so that, when prices are 
low, the native believes it to be to his advantage to wait for higher 
quotations. 


1,211 tons were shipped in the period before the war and 2 tons 
during the war period. The trade is almost entirely with the United 
Kingdom. 


Rice. As a result of delays and irregularities in the rainfall during 
the year, only a very moderate crop of rice was harvested. The 
quantity exported amounted to 18,705 bushels, as compared with 
21,546 bushels in the preceding year. The value, however, increased 
from £3,990 to £4,855, owing to the decrease in the supply. 


The trade in rice is practically confined to West African countzies, 
the natives of which prefer African rice to other varieties. 


Hides. The number of hides exported is returned as 10,561, this 
being 772 more than in 1913. The increase is due to the development 
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‘of the local butchery business, to an exceptional demand for meat by 
vessels calling at the port of Freetown during the later months of the 
year, and to a rise in price. 


Gum Copal. 16 tons of this commodity were exported, as agairst 
24 tons in 1913. The value was £3,075, as compared with £2,682 in 
the preceding year. The decrease in the quantity exported is due 
directly to the operation of a loca] Order in Council prohibiting for 
five years from the 30th of September last the exportation of this 
product. 


The whole quantity exported was again shipped to the United 
Kingdom. 


Rubber. Only 3 tons were exported, as compared with 6 tons in 
1913. For some years past the export of this commodity has been 
on the downward grade. The average price during 1914 was the 
lowest for the last five years, being only 1s. 34d. a lb. The prices at 
present offered are not sufficient to encourage enterprise in this 
industry. 


General Features of Trae. 


The chicf interest in the decline in the imports, exports, and revenue 
derived from customs duty is that it illustrates how dependent for 
its prosperity is a tropical country upon the prices obtainable in the 
European market for its products. That the depression in trade was 
not primarily due to the outbreak of war and its dislocating effects 
is proved by the fact that the general decline set in early in the year. 


While admitting that in the case of certain commodities, such as 
rice and gum copal, local causes were at work to cause the decrease 
in the quantity exported, by far the most important reason for the 
decline was the fall in the prices paid in Europe for certain of the 
products of the Colony. As has been stated, the decline in the output 
of rubber, ginger, and particularly of palm kernels, was due to this 
cause. 


The case of kola nuts is interesting as showing how the prices obtain- 
able in Europe for a product of one tropical country may affect the 
output by another country of an entirely different product. 


The decline in the value of exports reacted upon the purchasing 
power of the Colony and led to a decrease in the imports. This in 
its turn naturally affected the import duties. 


Coming on the top of a trade depression, the war operated as an 
aggravating factor, though its effect has for several reasons not been 
so pronounced as might have been anticipated. The chief way in 
which it affected the Colony was by closing the German markets. 
As, in 1913, Germany was responsible for 47°49 per cent. of the export 
trade and for only 9°95 per cent. of the imports, the exports were 
naturally more seriously impaired than the imports. 
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At the beginning of the war some anxiety was felt regarding the 
effect which the closing of the German markets would have upon 
the valuable palm kernel trade. Formerly Hamburg absorbed 87 
per cent. of the kernels exported from the Colony, and it was evident 
that the existing British kernel-crushing mills would not suffice to 
cope with the enormous quantity of kernels diverted to the Liverpool 
market. Machinery is, however, now being erected in England, and 
efforts are being made to absorb the kernels which were previously 
carried to German mills. From the point of view of the Colony these 
efforts are most encouraging, as they provide at any rate a temporary 
market for its most valuable commodity, but it remains to be seen 
whether after the expiration of the wai, when trade may be expected 
to resume once more, as far as possible, its normal conditions, the 
market will not returr to Germany. 


In the exceptional year under review, in which, owing to the war 
and to.other causes, the trade of the Colony was suffering a depression, 
it is gratifying to observe that, although the aggregate trade with 
the United Kingdom showed a slight falling off in value, amounting 
to £1,347,757, as against £1,368,774 in the preceding year, the value 
of exports to the United Kingdom showed an actual! increase and the 
proportior of the trade with the United Kingdom to the total trade 
of the Colony advanced from 39°31 per cent. to 50°75 per cent. 


The United Kingdom was responsible for 69°73 per cent. of the 
import trade and 29°43 per cent. of the export trade, as compared with 
65°06 per cent. and 13°29 per cent. in 1913, while Germany’s proportion 
decreased in the case of imports from 9°95 per cent. to 7:01 per cent., 
and in the case of exports from 47°49 per cens. to 25°04 per cent. 


After the trade with the United Kingdom and Germany that with 
other British West African possessions came next in importance. 
The trade with the United States of America continued to increase. 


Shipping. 


1,788 vessels, of an aggregate tonnage of 2,780,118 tons, were entered 
and cleared, as compared with 1,989 ships, aggregating 2,931,085 tons, 
the year before. These returns include 260 sailing vessels, of an 
aggregate tonnage of 2,763 tons, entered, and 259, of an aggregate 
tonnage of 4,330 tons, cleared. The corresponding figures for 1913 
were :—Sailing vessels, entered, 291; aggregate tonnage, 3,405 tons. 
Sailing vessels cleared, 292 ; aggregate tonnage, 3,417 tons. 


An increase of 59,601 tons in the tonnage of British vessels which 
entered during the year, and a decrease of 61 in the number, shows 
a strong tendency on the part of shipowners to employ larger vessels 
in the West African trade. 


. 

There was elso an increase in the number of foreign sailing vessels 
entered, which points to an increase in the native trade from neigh- 
bouring countries. 
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The following table gives the number and tonnage of steam vessels 
(distinguishing nationality) entered during 1913 and 1914, respectively, 
together with the proportion per cent. contributed to the total tonnage 
by the ships of each nation. 





























| Percentage 
Steam vessels entered. | iproportion to 
Based | | total t 
Nationality. [eae i ee Increase. | Decrease. : eiitsted= 
| 1913. | 1914. 1918. | 1914. 
~ No. Tons. \No.! Tons. |No| Tons.[No| Tons. 
Belgian... .. ! \ 
British ..  .. 476 1,024,869.482.1,084,385, 6,59,516] — _ 70°19) 77-93 
Danish .. ..) 5, 4,661) 7 6,786) 2 2,125) | — 32,49 
Dutch .. ..' 3 88s7i— i — -|— 3 887 06) — 
French .. ..! 14 8,266 13, 7,150) —|  — 1 1,116} . °57. BL 
German... - 191 406,811121 274,488 —} — | 70) 132,323) 27-86. 19-73 
Greek .. 0.) 5 6,773 3) 3,729) —|  — 2 3,044 46 27 
Italian.» ..,-1! 2,221) 1] 2,e21/—| — |—]|  — ‘15|-16 
Norwegian .. 5 2,253 7, 7,118, 2) 4,865) — — | 15 31 
Spanish.. ..' 2 3,456 of 5,568| 2 2,112;—|  — 124, 40 
Total —_ [702 1,460,197 638|1,391,445| a 88,613] 76| 197,3701100-00 100-00 
——— | — _- el i ! a = 
The above table shows that British and German tonnage accounted 


togetber for 97'7 per cens. of the total tonnage. A striking increase 
is, however, noticeable in the percentage of British tonnage while a 
corresponding decrease has occurred in the percentage from Germany. 
This elteration in the percentages is, of course. due to the cessation 
of German commerce from August onwards. 


The total tonnage in the period before the war, compared with the 
similar figures for 1913, showed an increase of 164,174 tons, but a 
shrinkage occurred during the war period of 229,048 tons. 


The main causes of the contraction are the withdrawal from the 
trade of all ships of German nationality, and the want of a market 
for palm produce during the early months of the war. Uncertainty 
as to safety of transit and, for a time, high insurance rates also in 
some measure contributed to the decline. 


The subjoined table, which gives a statement of the total shipping 
inwards and outwards for the years 1910 to 1914, does not appear 
to call for any remarks or explanations :— 

















Inward. | Outward. 
| 
Year. ony jr | 
Number. Tons. Number. \ Tons. 
— acer 3 ! 
1910 .. oe ee 892 996,403 943 997,887 
19ll .. ee, a 858 1,248,455 879 1,244,984 
1912 .. oe at 1,063 1,336,120 1,077 1,340,350 
1913 .. le xsi 993 1,463,602 996 1,467,483 
19l4 .. a weil 898 | 1,398,708 890 1,381,410 
' 
! 
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Agriculture. 


The headquarters of the Agricultural Department are at Jala, a 
village six miles north of Mano, in the Ronietta District of the Protect o- 
rate. The Experimental Farm covers a total area of about 1,200 
acres, and is divided into two parts by the Taia River. On the North 
Farm plantations of coffee, kola, and cocoa have been made, and on 
the South Farm trials have been conducted of various other agricultural 
products, with the purpose of evolving a suitable rotation of crops 
and introducing improved varieties of foodstufis. 


Rice. (a) Native rice. The rices of this country may be divided 
into hill and swamp rice, but certain varieties are grown by the 
natives in both habitats. Different results are thus sometimes 
produced from the same species of seed. 


Tn cultivating hill rice, the bush is cut down about February, and, 
having been allowed to dry for some weeks, is then fired. The large 
timbers are collected and burnt. About June, when the rains have 
well started, the rice is sown broadcast and hoed in with a short hoe. 
It begins to flower about September and is generally ready to harvest 
in October or November. In harvesting, the ears are cut with a 
knife, tied into bundles, and dried on the stumps left standing in 
the ground. When dried, the rice is laid on the floor of the farm-house 
and the grains are threshed off the ears by the labourers treading 
on the bundles with a sort of circular motion. In other parts of the 
country the grains are pulled off the heads by hand or beaten with 
sticks ; the rice is finally winnowed by means of a fan. 


Swamp rice is grown on the banks of tidal rivers, at river mouths, 
and in swamps formed in the interior of the country by water accunu- 
lating in the valleys. In some parts of the country the rice is trans 
planted from nursery beds when about a fortnight old. 


Several varieties of native rice were planted on the experimental 
farm ir 1914. Experiments tended to show that a bushel is the best 
quantity to sow per acre. At present the natives sow their farms 
too thinly to obtain the most advantageous results and no attenipis 
are made by them to restore the fertility of the ground, as is done 
in India and the Kast, by digging in organic matter, green manuriig, 
and fallowing. Having harvested. the farmer usually seeks another 
piece of ground upon which to conduct his operations next year. He 
allows the previous area to revert to bush for periods varying up to 
about seven years, before returning to it. There is no doubt that 
fertility is accumulated during this period of rest. but it has been proved 
that, with a definite rotation of crops, coupled with deep hoeing during 
the dry season, it would be possible to grow crops for three or four 
years in succession on the same piece of land. 





The native is, however, unwilling to work on his farm more than 
he can help and he accordingly prefers to make use of the secondary 
bush which is at his disposal. There do not appear to be any economic 
objections to the continuation of this practice so long as there is 
secondary bush which could not otherwise be utilized. 
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(b) Indian rice. A larger area at the experimental farm was sown 
with Indian rice than in 1913, and experiments were initiated at 
Mambolo, on the Great Scarcies River. Some species gave a good 
yield, but, as the Indian varieties are not appreciated by the natives 
of West Africa, their introduction would probably not be economically 
justified. 


Ground nuts. Except in the Karene District, the ground nut 
crop was a failure, owing to bad germination and the outbreak of a 
fungoid disease identified at Kew as Cercospora personata. The 
Koinadugu District was most severely affected, as ground nuts form 
one of the main crops upon which the livelihood of its inhabitants 
depends. 


Ginger. This crop is chiefly grown in the Ronietta and Railway 
Districts, Mano being one of the principal centres. The quality of 
Sierra Leone ginger is poor as compared with that of the Hast. Being 
planted chiefly upon laterite gravel, the rhizomes are unable to grow 
to a large size, and the native manner of preparing the produce for 
market is very crude. The poor price obtainable, owing to its inferior 
quality, has led in recent years to a decrease in the area under this 
crop. 


Experiments in ginger have proved that the yield can be increased 
by deep hoeing and that the native method of planting is wasteful. 
If the ginger be sown in lines, not only is there a greater saving of seed, 
but a higher yield per Ib. of seed sown is obtained. It has also been 
proved that the native practice, alluded to above, of leaving the 
ginger in the ground for two years before harvesting is disadvantageous. 


Yams. A yield of 6 tons 3 cwt. per acre was obtained at the 
Experimental Farm in 1914. 


Yams are not grown in this country to such an extent as on the 
Gold Coast, where they form one of the staple foods. They are, 
however, very largely cultivated by the Sierra Leoneans in the Colony 
(the Colony being here distinguished from the Protectorate). 


Afavze. Four plots of Lagos maize were sown in 1914. the highest 
vield being 532 Ibs. per acre. It is probable that South African varieties 
will be found to thrive in the northern portion of the Protectorate, 
where the climate is drier than in other localities. 


Cocoa. There was e considerable increase of cocoa-growing in the 
Northern Sherbro District. Provided the soil is deep and the plants 
properly cared for. a good crop can be produced. Very little permanent 
shade, and in many cases no shade at all. seems required, if there are 
good protective belts of trees around the plantation to serve as a 
shield against the wind. 


Experiments have shown that the plants are improved by deep- 
hoeing the plantation every dry season. 


Times. The lime plantation at Jala is now two years old. Tbe 
trees, which have grown exceedingly well, compare very favourably 
with three-year-old plants in the West Indies. It is believed that, 
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if properly organized, the production of limes could be made a 
lucrative occupation in this Colony. 


Leguminous Crops. Cow Pea (Vigna catjang), ¢lso known as “ kroo 
beans,” grows very well here. Owing to its rapid maturity a crop of 
“kroo beans”? can be taken off a plot of rice which has been harvested 
early. It is useful for green-manuring purposes, but is little known 
among the natives of the Protectorate. The highest yield obtained 
was 456 Ibs. per acre. 


A large area was sown during the year with pigeon pea (Phaseolus 
mungo) for the purposes of green manuring and seed. Not only is it 
valuable for its nutritive quelities, but it also enriches the ground in 
which it is planted by accumuleting nitrogenous food. It is a useful 
plant for checking weeds. 


Agricultural shows were again held at Bonthe and Waterloo. 


Summary of work done by the Imperial Institute on behalf 
of the Colony. 


During 1914 reports were furnished by the Imperial Institute to the 
Government of Sierra Leone on the results of the investigation in the 
Scientific and Technical Research Department of seven samples of soil 
from the experimental farm at Jala. The samples included soils from 
cocoa and kola plantations, from plots on which rice and ground nuts 
had been grown. and from the bush land. 


The soils were in most cases found to be deficient in lime and 
phosphoric acid, and recommendations were accordingly made as to 
suitable manurial treatment for improving them in these respects. 


During 1914 a special Technical Information Bureau was formed a 
the Imperial Institute for the purpose of dealing with the steadily 
increasing streem of technical and commercial enquiries which bave 
been received in recent years from manufacturers, merchants, and 
others in the United Kingdom and the Colonies. These enquiries 
relate principally to new sources of supply of raw materials, methods 
of utilizing new products from the Colonies and India, or to new or 
little known processes and machinery for industrial purposes. 


On the outbreak of the war the number of such enquiries was largely 
increased, and the work of the Bureau in finding markets for Colonial 
products assumed very considerable importance. A number of 
products from British Colonies had been almost exclusively atilized 
in Germany, and, on the suspension of trade with that country, it was 
necessary in the interests of the local industries to find fresh markets 
for the materials. With this object in view the Technical Information 
Bureau issued a series of circulars and press notices, which were widely 
distributed, dealing with products of this class, and, as a result, 
satisfactory arrangements were made for the utilization in the United 
Kingdom of certain raw materials which had not previously been 
worked there to any extent. 


Successful action of this kind has been taken with regard to palm 
kernels, which are the most important article of commerce in Sierra 
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Leone. As stated above, these kernels have hitherto been chiefly 
exported to Germany, and that they are now being treated on a large 
scale by oil-seed crushers in the United Kingdom is largely due to 
information on the subject provided by the Imperial Institute, to which 
the thanks of the Colony are due. 


Sierra Leone is represented in the Public Exhibition Galleries of the 
Imperial Institute by a court containing exhibits illustrating the 
resources, products, and industries of the country. During 1914 the 
court was rearranged and several new exhibits were included. 


Forestry. 


The most important development during the year under review was 
the constitution of a forest reservation extending over an area of 
neerly 6,000 acres, and comprising the gum copal forests which are 
situated on the Kassewe Hills, some twenty-four miles north-east of 
Moyamba and six miles east of Yonnibanna. The trees have been 
greatly overtapped, b.t it is anticipated that a complete rest of five 
or more years will restore them to a healthy condition. 


A commencement was made in the work of demarcating a reservation 
of'a portion of the Kambui Hills, near Kennema. 


The formation of forest reservations is of great importance as 4 
factor calculated to counteract an increasing tendency on the part 
of the natives in their search for farm land to destroy the rain forest, 
upon which this Colony is chiefly dependent for its wealth. 


Work continued to be carried on in the various nurseries and 


plantations, and altogether 180 specimens were added to the forest 
herbarium. 


Game. 


The following were reported shot by holders of licences during 1913:— 


Elephant .. 4 = oe a 6 
Buffalo .. oe se S .. 4 
Water-buck 5 
Harnessed antelope OG ee) 
Duiker ay se as ‘se - 6 
Wart-hog .. we a ae ge 
Kob a = = Pe soeeee 
Hippopotamus le 4D 
Bongo a os ‘s on eee te 
Bush-buck.. as Seg ate uot 186 


The chief areas for game are in the Karene and Koinadugu Districts 
of the Protectorate 
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TII.—LEGISLATION. 


Twenty-three Ordinances were passed in 1914, among the more 
important of which were the following :— 
The Aerial Navigation Ordinance, under which the Governor may 
regulate the navigation of aircraft. 
The Foreign Marriage Ordinance, which reduces the period of residence 
necessary for the giving of notice of a marriage to one week. 


The Copyright Ordinance, which applies to the Colony and Protectorate 
provisiors similar to those contained in Sections 11 and 12 of the 
Copyright Act, 1911. 

‘The Quarantine Ordinance, which amends and consolidates the law 
relating to quarantine. 

The Prisons (Amendment) Ordinance, which provides for the establish- 
ment and regulation of prisons in the Protectorate. 

The Trading with the Enemy Ordinance, which prescribes penalties 
for trading with the enemy. 

The Trading with the Enemy Ordinance (No. 2), which sets -up 
machinery for controlling the business of enemy firms. 


By an Order in Council of the 21st September, 1914, the import 
duties on wines were raised. 


In consequence of the war a number of Proclamations were issued, 
including provisions placing the forces in the Colony under the Army 
Act as if they were on actual military service, and others prohibiting 
the export of certain goods. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 
Colony Schools. 


Education is carried on in the Colony by means of :— 
(a) Elementary Mission Schools ; 
(6) The Government Model School ; 
(c) The Industrial or Trade Schools ; 
(d) Secondary Schools ; 
(e) Government Mohammedan Elementary Schools : 
(f) The Diocesan Technical School ; 
(g) Fourah Bay College (which is affiliated to the University 
of Durham). 


The elementary schools derive their revenue from Government 
grants, school fees, society grants, and voluntary contributions. 
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The number of elementary schools in the Colony is 107, of which 102 
are assisted by the Government. 
The distribution of the elementary mission schools of the Colony 
among the several denominations is as follows :— 
Number| Number | Average 
Denomination. of Attend- 
Schools. | Enrolled. |- ance. 
eee - eins welt oe lee 
‘Church of England 46 | 3,275 2,221 
Wesleyan Methodist a. ..| 380 | 2,142 1,323 
United Methodist. . A ay Sak V3. 730 451 
Roman Catholic .. hs oe be yi 606 441 
Countess of Huntingdon’s Connexion 6 291 198 
African Methodist Episcopal 2 167 110 
United Brethren in Christ 2 143 88 
Seventh Day Adventist .. 1 50 35 
Total .. re ie “107 ' 7,404 4,867 








Compared with the previous year, these figures show an increase 
of two in the number of schools and of 158 in the average attendance. 
There was, however, a decrease of 61 in the rol] number. 


The total income of the 102 assisted elementary schools, exclusive 
of Government grants, was £4,564, of which school fees amounted to 
£1,067. The Governmert contributed in grants the sum of £3,026, 


The total expenditure was £5,835, as compared with £7,018 in 
the previous year. 


Reading, writing, arithmetic, and hand and eye work are compulsory 
subjects in the assisted schools. The last-mentioned subject. is, 
however, not ellowed on the curriculum till teachers have obtained 
the necessary qualifications. In addition to the above subjects, a 
good deal of practical work has been introduced, which has had a 
marked effect on the tone and progress of the schools. 


It is still premature to expect very great changes from the new 
system of education instituted in 1911, but, on the whole, instruction 
proceeds on more intelligent lines, and the wholesale use of mechanical 
methods is dying out even in the rural districts. In the urban schools 
a higher standard of intelligence has been reached and mairtained. 
The childrer speak and write correct and simple English, and arithmetic 
is taught on a practical basis. 


The work of the Government Model School, a higher grade elemen- 
tary school, which was opened in January 1913, was interrupted 
owing to the building being required from the beginning of August 
to the end of the year as accommodation for interned enemy subjects, 
several hundreds of whom were collected in Freetown. 


The total number of pupils was 219 and the average attendance 173. 


The staff consisted of three Europeans and eleven native teachers. 
The school curriculum includes hand and eye work, hygiene and 
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sanitation, singing, drill, and nature study; in connection with the 
last-mentioned subject there is « school museum. 


There are two industrial schools in the Colony, one at Mobe, in 
the Northen Sherbro District, belonging to the Roman Catholic 
Mission and assisted by the Government, and the other at Waterloo, 
in the Headquarters District, owned by the Seventh Day Adventists 
and unassisted. The enrolment and average attendance at the Mobe 
School were 62 and 58 respectively. Instruction is given in definite 
trades, such as carpentry, smith’s work, baking, farming, and elemen- 
tary engineering. There is a great demand for boys trained in this 
school among the commercial firms at Bonthe, and it is justly popular 
among the Mendi and Sherbro peoples of the district, as it possesses 
no quality hostile to the organization and constitution of the tribe. 


The Waterloo school deals almost entirely with “Creole” boys. 
The curriculum is drawn up on similar lines to that of the Mobe school, 
but literary subjects are also taught. This type of school is best 
adapted to the rural districts. 


There are 13 secondary schools in the Colony, eight missionary and 
the remainder proprietary. These schools are the main sources 
of supply for the civil service and the professions. There are no 
Goverr.ment grant-aided secondary schools. 


There are five Mohammedan schools or madrasas for the education 
of Mohammedan boys and girls ; the roll number was 659 and the average 
attendance 423, as compared with 685 and 398 in the previous year. 
Over a third of the children belong to the tribes of the Protectorate, 
and consist mainly of Mandingoes, Temnes, Susus, and Fulahs. The 
subjects taught are the same as in other assisted schools, with the 
addition of Arabic. The method of manual training has now been 
introduced, with advantageous results. 


The Mohammedan community continued to show its appreciation 
of the advantages afforded by the Governmert; in the year under 
review the sum of £246 5s. 7d. was contributed to the school funds ; 
this amount includes the purchase money of land for new buildings 
for Mohammedan schools. 


Technical Education. 


The Diocesan Technical School continued to give instruction in 
the sciences relating to the building trade, architecture, and surveying, 
including trigonometrical methods of mensuration. The practical 
nature of the training is of a valuable and useful kind, and the results 
more than justify the existence of this institution. 


The total number of students on the roll during the year was 20. 
The upkeep of the school involves an expenditure of about £500, 


which is met by private subscriptions, sale of work, and pupils’ fees, 
and partly by a Government grant. 
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University Education. 


Fourah Bay College is the only University College in West Africa. 
The attendance during the year as compared with that of 1913 
showed a slight decrease, the names of 25 students being on the roll 
at the end of the year. The number matriculated was 10. 


Protectorate Schools. 


There were at the end of the year 100 pupils on the roll of the school 
at Bo for the sons and nominees of chiefs, as compared with 94 at 
the end of 1913. 


The school fees amounted to £760, while the total cost of maintaining 
the school was £2,926, the balance of £2,166 being met from general 
revenue. - 


An endeavour has been made to popularize the school by introducing 
a reduction of fees and by cancelling a regulation which forbade the 
employment of ex-pupils in Government service. 


Fifty-four non-Government schools, with a total of 1,507 names 
on the rolls, were inspected and reported on. Of these 27 were found 
to be doing good work. Improvement was again most marked in the 
boarding schools, of which there were 15. 


As a result of the inspections the sum of £544 was awarded by the 
Government as grants-in-aid, of which £334 went to the boarding 
schools. 





V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
Hospitals and Asylums. 


In 1914 the number of patients treated at the various hospitals 
and dispensaries amounted to 46,724 out-patients and 2,696 in- 
patients, making a total of 49,420, as compared with 31,536 in the 
preceding year. 


In the Colonial Hospital, Freetown, 1,443 individuals were treated 
as in-patients and 9,174 as out-patients, as compared with 1,513 and 
22,445, respectively, in the preceding year. 


The decrease in the number of out-patients is due to the opening of 
a dispensary at Cline Town, at which there were during the year 
10,505 attendances. 


The number oi operations performed was 271, which shows a decrease 
of 94 as compared with the figure for the preceding year. In addition 
to this number, 11 cases remained in hospital from 1913. Of the total 
of 282 operations thus arrived at 259 were successful, while 17 patients 
died. Six cases still remained under treatment on the last day of 
the year. 
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The decrease in the total number of operations performed ducing 
the year, like the decrease in the number of out-patients treated, was 
due to the establishment of tle Cline Town Dispensary. 


At the Lunatic Asylum at Kissy there was a total of 149 patients 
urder treatment, of whom 32 were admitted during the year. This 
total shows a decrease of 9 as compared with 1913. Of the 149 
patients urder treatment, 18 were relieved and discharged, 1 absconded, 
and 13 died, leaving a total of 117 ai the end of the year. 


A number of mele lunatics, who are lucid and physically fit, are 
employed in attending to the garden and in performing sanitary work. 
Female lunatics who are mentally and pbysically fit do the washing 
and mending of their clothes. 


The discipline and health of the inmates were good throughout the 
year. 


At the Female Incurable Hospital there were 29 patients at the 
beginning of the year, and 41 were admitted during the year; 28 
patients we e discharged and 16 deaths occurred. On the 3lst of 
December 26 patients remained. 


At the Male Incurable Hospital there were 70 patients at the 
beginning of the year. During the year, 97 were admitted, 64 were 
discharged as cured, ard 53 died. 





At the Leper Asylum there were 4 patients at the opening of the 
year and 2 were subsequently admitted. Of these 1 died and 4 
absconded. 


Only 4 cases ot small-pox and 5 of chicken-pox were treated at the 
Infectious Diseases Hospital during the year. All the patients were 
cured. 


European Nursing Home. 
i J 


There were 75 admissions into this institution. Of these, 37 were 
officials and 38 belonged to the mercantile and shipping communities. 
29 of the cases were malaria. 


Savings Bank. 


Owing to the outbreak of war there was a slight falling off in the 
business of the Post Office Savings Bank. 


The deposits numbered 10,442 and amounted to £57,816, showing 
a decrease of 780 in number and of £5,417 in value as compared with 
the preceding year. The withdrawals totalled 7,463 and amourted 
to £60.901, showing a decrease of 178 and an increase of £4,032, 
respectively, in comparison with the figures for 1913. 


The average value of each deposit was £5 10s. 9d. and of each with- 
drawal, £8 3s. 2d., as against £5 10s. 11d. and ‘£7 8s. 10d. in the previous 
year. 


1,625 accounts were opened during the year and 1,808 were closed, 
showing a net decrease of 183. At the end of the year the names of 
6.476 depositors were on the books, and the amount standing to their 
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credit, inclusive of interest, was £112,019. The average value of each 
account was at the close of the year, £17 5s. 11d., as compared with 
£15 18s. 9d. in 1913. 


The revenue derived from trensferred accounts was £5 13s. 5d., as 
against £11 1s. 1ld. in 1913. Investments amounting to £3,000 were 
made in the course of the year, bringing the total sum invested to 
£112,162. 


The dividends received on investments amounted to £3,819, as 
compared with £3,466 in 1913. The profits of the Savings Bank rose 
from £483 to £1,141. 


VI. JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


Police. 


The police force is employed only in the Colony, police work in the 
Protectorate being performed by a force of court messengers under 
the administration of the District Commissioners. 


At the end of the year under review the authorized strength of the 
police force consisted of a total of all ranks of 285, including three 
European officers, the Commissioner, and two Assistant Commissioners 
of Police. The discipline was again well maintained. The health of 
the force continued to be good. 


1,747 cases were reported to the police. In 72 per cent. of these: 
cases arrests were made. Of the persons arrested 75 per cent. were 
convicted, the remainder being discharged. 


An increase occurred in the number of common assaults, while 
decreases are shown in the returns of drunkenness, larceny, and other 
offences. 


The number of crimes of a serious nature is very small. There 
were during the year no cases of murder. and only one of manslaughter 
and five of wounding. 


It is gratifying to record that the police force not only continued to 
perform its ordinary duties in a competent manner, but also proved 
itself equal to various additional burdens which it was found necessary 
to impose upon it owing to the war. 


Fire Brigade. 


There is in Freetown a voluntary fire brigade, which is under the 
control of the Municipality. In serious fires the military are always 
prepared to render assistance. Such a fire occurred in Freetown on 
the 9th of January, 1914, when seventy-three houses were burnt down 
and four lives lost. 
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_ There were ten accidental outbreaks of fire during the year, resulting 
in the destruction of property of the rateable value of £371. : 


Prisons. 


The new buildings were completed ard were appointed a prison 
as from the 11th of September. 


The total number of prisoners reeeived into Freetown prisor in 
1914 was 978, as compared with 1,053 in 1913. The decrease-is due 
partly to a declire ir the number of commitments from the Protectorate 
prisons and partly to the fact that a lerge number of k bourers were 
sent out of the Colony for military purposes. The daily average 
number of prisoners in custody was 241, as against 276 in 1913. 


On the 26th of January, 1914, a grading system was introduced by 
which long-sentence prisoners are divided into three classes. Prisoners 
in the lowest grade, are, as far as possible, kept in complete separation 
and those who have been certified as physically fit are employed in 
stone-breaking, while those in the middle and upper grades are employed 
in association in carpentry, cooking, and other work not of an irksome 
nature. 


With the exception of an outbreak of dysentery in the early part 
of the rainy season, the health of the prisoners was satisfactory. There 
were 25 deaths from illness and 1 execution during the year. 


Prisons in the Protectorate, 


A step was taken during the year to place the prisons in the Pro- 
tectorate on the same footing «s those in the Colony. The buildings 
used as commor gaols for the imprisonment of prisoners at Moyamba, 
Kennema, Batkanu, Kaballa, and Pujehun, ar d those used as temporary 
prisons at Gbangbama, Mano Salija, and Port Lokko were declared 
to be prisons within the meaning of the Prisons Consolidation 
Ordinance, 190¢. and the power of the Governor to establish and close 
apy prison in the Colony was extended to the Protectorate. 


Criminal Statistics. 


The returns of the Supreme Court of the Colony show that there 
were 74 convictions in that Court during the year, including 21 for 
larceny. 


In the Police Magistrate’s Court at Freetown 2,248 persons were 
convicted summarily, as compared with 2,012 in 1913. 


In the District Courts of the Colony, at Waterloo and Bonthe, there 
were 551 persons convicted summarily, as against 722 in the preceding 
year. 


In the Circuit Court of the Protectorate there were 60 convictions, 
us compared with 86 in 1913; of these 4 were for murder and 8 for 
manslaughter. 
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In the Courts of the Distcict Commissioners in the Protectorate 
there were 695 convictions, as compared with 663 in the preceding 


year. 


VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 


European Population. 


The-number of European residents was 1,191 :— 





Officials 285 
Military 603 
Non-Officials 303 

Total ie 2 LOL 


The following is a comparative tabulation of the deaths of Europeans 
due to climatic and non-climatic causes in the Colony and Protectorate 
































for the last ten years :— 
Landed from Colony and Protectorate. 
Vessels. ‘aero errr ‘ eae ey ae 
Vear! | Non-Military. x Military. Totals. 
! 1 ar, 
A A Non- a Non- A E Non- 
Climatic. ' climatic. | Climatic. | Climatic. | Climatic. | Climatic. 
— Ce eae IL 
1905 ..) 3 res 2 | 2 1 = 8 
1906 | 3 — 2 1 1 1 8 
1907 | 2 — | 3 | 3 2 3 13 
1908 ! 1 — i 1 6 3 2 13 
1909 ../ 3 as 36 ilk — = 6 
1910 ..; — —_ 9 | 2 2 2 15 
1911.2) 2 5 2 | 1 oe dy eb 
1912 2.) — = 3 3 3 2'u 
1913 -| o— — 4 | 1 3 2 | 10 
1914...) — — ;) 4 oe 3 am 8 








Three were amongst the military classified as follows :—1, inflam- 
mation of the liver; 1 blackwater fever; 1 malaria; and five were 
emongst the non-official and non-military population, classified as 
follows :—1 malaria ; 1 peritonitis ; 2 blackwater fever : 1 dysentery. 


The average number of resident officials was 204. Of these, 137 
were placed upon the sick list for a total period of 1,463 days, the 
average number of days upor the sick list for each patient being 16°67 
and the deily average upon the sick list 4:00. 


11 officials were invalided, as against 13 in the preceding year. 
The causes which led to the invaliding of the several officials were 
as follows :—Adenitis 1, ulcer of rectum 1, pulmonary tuberculosis 1, 
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hemiplegia 1, neurasthenia 2, malarial fever 2, enteric fever 1, ischio- 
rectal abscess 1, nervous breakdown 1. 


It is satisfactory to report that there were no deaths among officials 
during the year. 


Hill Station. 


The total number of residents at Hill Station during the year was 
74. Although the general health of the residents continued to be 
satisfactory, no less than 16 officials suffered from malarial fever. 





Population of the Colony (as distinguished from the Protectorate). 


The population of the Colony was returned at the last decennial 
census, in 1911, as 75,572 (41,001 males and 34,571 females). The 
number of deaths recorded during 1914 was 1,637, or 22 per 1,060, and 
of births 1,327, or 18 per 1,000 of the population. 


The population of Freetown according to the census of 1911 was 
34,090; the births registered in 1914 numbered 666 and the deaths 
997. 


These figures show a birth-rate of 19 and a death-rate of 29 per 1,000 
respectively. The excess of deaths over births is partly due to the 
fact that large numbers of men come up to Freetown from the Protec- 
torate as labourers, leaving their families behind. 


The chief causes of death in Freetown were in the order given below 
as follows :— 


(1) Diseases of the digestive system. (2) Diseases of the respiratory 
system and diseases of the nervous system. (3) Malarial fever. 
(4) Premature births. (5) Debility. (6) Diseases of the circulatory 
system. (7) Tuberculosis. 


The infantile death returns for Freetown for the last ten years are 
subjoined :— 


1905. ass a ee .. 296 
1906... 2 as He -. 242 
1907... ae a Se -.» 210 
1908 .. ose ee a .. 222 
1909... a ws na .. 188 
1910... Ss 5 a .. 214 
191 22 _ as AA .. 156 
1912... La fe Bd -» 195 
1913... oe a a .. 221 


1914... ia Si ee .. 284 
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Protectorate Population. 


The population of the Protectorate at the census of 1911 was 
estimated at 1,327,560, of whom 1,323,151 are natives other than those 
in military barracks, while the remainder, numbering 3,426, are non- 
natives. "This estimate is based on the number of houses on which tax 
has been paid and on the assumption that so many persons live in one 
house, the number varying from 5 to 10, according to the district and 
tribe. 


The following statement gives the approximate number of the: 
various tribes in the Protectorate :— 





Mendis ba oe ae 442,524 
Lokkos. . ee as se 38,580 Autocthonous 
Krims .. . ee ae 21,197 | and semi- 
Gallinas (or Veis) ee a 6,685 ( autocthonous 
Sherbros an rf va 107,274 pagan groups. 
Bulloms * Ee zs 27,701 
Foulahs Bg a4 a 11,500 
Mandingoes .. eh te 12,735 
Konnohs on i Re 61,000 | Northern in- 
Korankos ae i 2. 29,930 \ vading and 
Susus... Be fe $i 36,544 ( Mohammedan- 
Yalunkas aus ag es - 15,600 | izing groups. 
Timinis ee ea as 347,229 
Limbahs os ae <- 110,938 
Gpakas ats ahs a 5,530 
Gbennas a ace oa 11,777 
Miscellaneous .. a8 oe 36,407 

1,323,151 

General. 


Up to the Ist of Janusry, 1914, registration of births and deaths 
was compulsory only in Freetown. On that date the Births and 
Deaths Registration Ordinance came into force, providing for com- 
pulsory registration in the Colony, as opposed to the Protectorate, 
where registration is still optional. 


Five new cases of sleeping sickness were discovered, four in Freetown 
and one at Movamba. 


Late in the year Professor Yorke and Dr. Blacklock, from the 
Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, commenced an investigation 
into this disease. It is unsafe with the present data to draw any 
conclusion whether it is on the increase in Sierra Leone. 








Out of ¢ total of 997 deaths for the year in Freetown 40 are returned 
as due to tuberculosis. The proportion obtained from these figures 
is about 1:17 per thousand living, at all ages. 


Eleven cases of blackwater fever were reported, of which four 
were fatal. 
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One case of yellow fever was recorded in a European at Boia. The 
patient recovered. 


The returns of malaria show that 2,460 cases were treated, as com- 
pared with 2,724 in 1913. Of these, no less than 1,027 cases occurred 
in Freetown. 


Vaccination was carried on as usual both in the Colony and 
Protectorate. 6,032 persons were vaccinated, 4,323 (72 per cent.) 
with known success. 


Both the Colony and Protectorate were singularly free from small-pox 
ard no serious epidemic of any kind occurred during the year. 


Sanitation. 


The number of mosquito larve prosecutions in the Freetown Police 
Court was 746, as against 753 in 1913. 


The pipe-borne water supply, of which Freetown has for some years 
been in possessior, has resulted in the reduction of the stegomyia 
index to a low figure, bu much still remains to be done in this respect. 
The condition of the earth trenches, which only partially serve to 
drain away the surface water and which themselves in some places 
retain for considerable periods the water they have collected, calls for 
the effective system of drainage which it is hoped to introduce at no 
very distant date. Unfortunately the survey preliminary to the 
reconstruction of streets and street drains and the regulation of 
water courses had to be abandoned, owing to the services of the 
officers engaged upon it being required in connexion with the war. 





The wock in connexion with the Brookfields drainage scheme, 

_ initiated in 1911, continued to be carried on, and will, it is anticipated, 

on its completion, effect a great improvement in the sanitation of 
the Brookfields area. 


The buildings over a large area in the western district of Freetown 
were destroyed by fire early inthe year. The opportunity was prompily 
taken to do a large amount of useful scavengirg over the burt area, 
particularly in the collection and disposal of incombustible rubbish. 


Quarantine was declared agairst Dakar on account of plague on 
the 15th of May and withdrawn on the 13th of June. It was again 
declared on the 18th of July ard was not withdrawn before the erd 
of the year. Quarantine was also declared against Lagos for yellow 
fever on the 16th of February and withdsawn on the 9th of March. 


The number of destroyed rats brought to the Colonial Hospital, 
and paid for at the rate of one penny each amounted to 1,750. 





The gratuitous distribution of quinine in Freetown was again 
continaed. 

At Hill Station a commencement was made in planting suitable 
grass to keep down the rank vegetation which springs up for about 
seven months in the year. It is intended to continue this work 
vigorously in the future, as it is the only practicable method by which 
the expense of scaverging can be kept down while the area of the 
station is yearly extended. 
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Presentation swords and certificates have, as usual, been awerded 
to those chiefs whose zea! in promoting the sanitary condition of 
their chiefdoms has appeared to merit recognition. 


Climate. 


The following table gives the mean maximum and mean minimum 
shade temperature and the ‘otal raintall for each of the last ten years, 
as recorded at the Tower Hill Observatory, Freetown :— 








/ 
Ye, *Mean maximum: *Mean minimum "Total rai 
ar. shade temperature. shade temperature.| Total rainfall. 

Inches. 
1905 735 176°94 
1906 73-6 170-92 
1907 73-1 153°13 
1908 72°83 142-89 
1909 | 73:0 139-97 
1910 735 133-44 
1911 72°9 136-59 
1912 13-4 130-07 
1913 725 124-48 
1914 70°3 | 102°34 











*Mean for twelve months. 


The rainfall wes the smallest for the last 33 years. The recoed, 
however, at Hill Station, which is about 800 feet above sea level 
and about 620 feet higher than Tower Hill Observatory, showed a 
rainfall of 133-92 inches. No such marked disparity has been noted 
before between the records of the two places, which, as the crow flies, 
are only about 2 miles apart. If there be no mistake in the figures, 
the much higher record of the more elevated station tends somewhat 
to relieve special anxiety as to the probable sufficiency of the mountain 
streams of the water-gathering grounds for water supply to the city. 


The figures for 1914 in the above table are here carried a step 
further :— 











Mean Air Temperature in shade. 
_ Total Rainfall. 
Month. Inches. 
Maximum. Minimum. 

January .. ae ara 89:8 69°6 Nil 
February a ays 91:8 70°2 Nil 
March .. oS ar 91:3 70-2 Nil 
April oe ss aa 91°3 70-4 0:02 
May ra oe a 91-2 69:0 7:02 
June ae ot ee 88:3 65°6 13°58 
July ae ate ue 84:2 66:0 27-02 
August .. a has 82:6 70-1 16-79 
September ite o 84°3° 73°2 18°45 
October .. Be os 88-2 13-2 10°09 
November oe a8 88-3 14:5 7:93 
December a. as 89:2 746 1:44 
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Besides having an abnormally small rainfall, the year 1914 is 
remarkable from a meteorological point of view in two other respects. 
August was not, as is usually the case, the wettest month, and the 
reins were prolonged off and ox until the end ot the year. 


The prevailing direction of the wind is south-westerly. At the 
begirning and end of the rainy season tornadoes occur, but rarely 
do much damage. 


The subjoined table gives the observations taken in 1914 at certaia 
ont-stations :— 





fy | 
Mean Air Temperature in shade. | 








Station. = + \ 7 ~~ | Total Rainfall. 
Maximum. , Minimum. 
| 
| : Inches. 
Batkanu .. ae he 90:8 70-0 88°76 
Bo ae on ca | 90-1 : 68:3 103-10 
Bonthe .. as 2 84-4 65°8 | 123-95 
Daru fo on a 91-4 j 68-9 85°38 
Kaballa .. ee at 889 : 66-2 | 73°87 
Kissy .. ae ie 86-2 : 64:8 99-75 
Moyamba ee ee 90-6 j 57:4 | 77-19 
| 





VIII.—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


Postal business transacted during the year showed a steady increase 
until the outbreak of war. The restriction in trade, which followed, 
resulted in a falling off of business, especially in the Money Order 
branch. 


The number of post offices and postal agencies open at the end 
of the year was 53. Savings bank business was transacted at 11 of 
these ; money order business at 32, and postal order business at 42. 
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The total number of articles which passed through the Post Office 
during the year amounted to 1,838,706, as compared with 1,641,394 
in 1913. This total was made up as follows :— 




















Letters, Postcards, and | 
| Book Packets. | Pareels. 
Registered 
Ordinary. and Ordinary. | Insured. 
| Insured. 
eee = als | 
Received from United 
Kingdom os «+, 444,388 8,788 18,424 1,784 
Despatched to United ' 
Kingdom BA ye 232,939 21,998 1,914 151 
Received from West. | 
African Colonies ree 140,390 15,489 7,760 | 16 
Despatched to West : 
African Colonies .. i 186,675 10,813 2,613 14 
Internal .. ay .. | 688,722 39,526 16,302 | —_— 
i 








The money order transactions numbered 10,325, and amounted to 
£131,807. A comparison with the figures of the previous year shows 
a decrease in the number of money order transactions of 1,947, repre- 
senting the sum of £18,261. 














1913. 1914. 
f i 
Money Orders. ' a aa 
Number. | Amount. | Number. | Amount. 
i 
A | £ | £ 
Received from United 
Kingdom a se 430 2,391 422 2,422 
Despatched to United 
Kingdom se a 3,441 33,788 2,728 29,707 
Received from West 
African Colonies a 464 5,147 484 5,425 
Despatched to West 
African Colonies an 604 6,661 587 6,835 
_Internal .. ale oa 7,333 102,081 6,104 87,418 
Total .. an 12,272 150,068 10,325 131,807 

















The postal order transactions continued to show an increase. 61,092 
orders, amounting to £40,600 were issued, and 50,947 orders, amounting 
to £36,384, were paid during the veer. Compared with 1913, 388 more, 
valued at £2,810, were issued, and 6,952 more, valued at £6,717, paid. 


The postal revenue totalled £9,782, showing 2 decrease of £4,705 as 
compared with 1913 and an increase of £235 as compared with 1912. 
The abnormal increase in 1913 was due chiefly to sales to collectors 
of the Georgian issue of stamps. 
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Customs duties collected in respect of parcels amounted to £2,315, 
and stamps to the value of £1,995 were sold in connection with inland 
revenue services. 


The expenditure amounted to £12,946, which shows a decrease of 
£78 when compared with the figure for 1913. 


The only non-military land telegraph in Sierra Leone is under the 
control ot the Railway Department. The head office is at Water 
Street, Freetown, and a combined telegraph and telephone service is 
in operation between Freetown and Pendembu (2274 miles from 
Freetown). There are two important transmitting centres, (1) at Boia, 
644 miles, and (2) at Bo, 136 miles up the line; also two sub-trans- 
mitting stations—viz. (2) at Songo Town, whence messages are tele- 
phoned to ard from Port Lokko and Mabanta, ard (2) at Mano, from 
where the railway telegraph lines branch through Serabu to Bendu 
(Sherbro), whence telegrams are carried to Bonthe and York Island 
by boat services. A telegraph line is at present under construction 
between Serabu and Pujehun, the headquarters of the Northern 
Sherbro District. 


There is a similar combined telegraph and telephone service betweep 
Boia Junction and Makene, a distance of 83 miles. 





During the year under review a commencement was made with the 
construction of a public telephone exchange in Freetown. 


Telegrams from any part of the Colony and Protectorate can be sent 
to all parts of the world from any railway station through the African 
Direct Telegraph Company in Freetown. The telegraphic rate between 
England and Sierra Leone is 3s. 2d. a word, and the deferred rate 
system at half cost is also in operation. 


There is a wireless station at Freetown under the control of the 
African Direct Telegraph Company. 

The revenue derived from the Railway Telegraph Department in 
1914 was £2,393, as compared with £2,355 in 1913. 


There are small telephone services in Freetown connecting certain 
Government offices with each other and with Hill Station. 





IX.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The labours of the Anglo-Liberian Boundary Commission were 
completed during the year. 


The accurate survey of the Colony and Protectorate, which was 
commenced in 1913 had to be temporarily given up, owing to the 
services of the officers engaged upon this work being required in 
connection with the war. 
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The main line of the Sierra Leone Governmert Railway extends 
from Freetown (Water Street Terminus) to Pendembu, a distance of 
2274 miles. There is a branch line from Boia Junction to Makene, 
a. distance of 83 miles. This line is being continued to Baga. The 
total length from Boia to Baga is about 115 miles. 


A mountain line, 53 miles long, runs from Freetown to Hill Station. 
This station stands about 800 feet above sea level. There are also short 
branch lines connecting the terminus at Freetown with the Government 
wharf, the Government Quarry (Public Works Department) and the 
Recreation Ground and Ascension Town Cemetery. 

The gauge of all the lines is 2 feet 6 inches. 

The total number of stations, flag stations, and stopping places iz 53. 
The total mileage open up to the 31st of December, 1914, was 317 miles, 
exclusive of sidirgs. 

Working expenses amounted to £100,154 and the earnings to 
£143,250, showing a net revenue of £43,096. The net earnings represent 
2°92 per cent. of the capital expenditure. In 1913 the earnings 
amounted to £167,662 and the net revenue to £89,153.* 

The allocation of working expenditure was as follows :— 




















£ 

Way and Works .. i ce £ .. 82,692 
Locomotive Carriage and Wagon a .. 87,902 
Traffic .. ee oa Be ee as 17,779 
General .. Se see oy Ne os 11,737 
Telephone Exchange .. ay a af 44 
Total. . +» £100,154 

1913. 1914. 
Total number of passengers .. 438,388 468,032 
Tonnage of goods oe oi 62,084 51,665 
Train miles Ae oe -. 354,212 353,811 

s. d. s. d. 
Receipts per train mile* oe 9 56 8 117 

Working expenses per open and train mile :— 
1913. 1914. 

£ os da. £ os d. 
Peropenmile* .. 299 13 59 326 15 422 
Pertrainmile* .. — 5 0-4 — 5 193 


The total rolling stock in use consisted of 38 locomotive engines, 
89 coaching vehicles, and 353 goods vehicles. The goods vehicles 
include two breakdown vans and two sand wagons, in addition to a 
travelling crane. 





*The apparent divergence between these figures and the similar figures in the 
Report for 1913 is due to the elimination in the present report of revenue and 
expenditure in respect of a sand elevator, concrete block factory, and wharf 
cranes. The figures now given are based upon the revenue and expenditure of 
the actual railway, excluding subsidiary undertakings. 
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Roads. 


In addition to the ordinary maintenance work, various bridges and 
culverts have been constructed, improvements have been made in 
the lines and cradients of some of the second and third class roads, and 
surveys have been undertaken with a view to effect future improve- 
ments. 

Although in 1913 the roads in the Protectorate were put under the 
supervision ot a separate Department, the maintenance of the third 
class roads is still under the control of the District Commissioners, 
the chiefs being held responsible for keeping the roads within their 
chiefdoms clean and in good order. 


The paramount chiefs provide the unskilled labour for road con- 
struction and maintenance. As a rule no difficulty is experienced in 
procuring the necessary labour, as the chiefs generally show a keen 
interest in the work and are fully alive to the advantages to be derived 
from a good system of roads. 


At present there are approximately 1,361 miles of road, of which 
68 miles are of the first clase, 81 miles of the second class, and 
1,212 miles of the third class. 


Public Works. 


During the year under review the construction of the new Law 
Courts was continued. Owing to an unavoidable delay in obtaining 
the necessary materials from England, it was deemed advisable 
temporarily to close down the work in the later part of the year. 


Operations were carried out preliminary to the erection of the new 
Government House at Hill Station. The site, which has a commanding 
view over the harbour and town, has been cleared of bush and the 
ground has been levelled. 


Owing to various causes it was found impossible to start the actual 
building of the new Colonial Hospital until late in the year. The 
preliminary operations were, however, completed and considerable 
quantities of materials were collected on the spot. 


As has been previously mentioned, the new Freetown prison was 
completed. 

Two new bungalows were erected in Freetown and six at Hill 
Station. These additional quarters served in a measure to relieve 
the congestion to which allusion was made in last year’s report. 


Work was continued during the year on the construction or the new 
pipe line which is being made with the purpose of supplementing the 
present Freetown water supply by bringing water from the Babadori 
Valley to the Tower Hill reservoir by means of gravitation. By the 
completion of the main pipe early in the present year water from the 
new source became available for use in Freetown. 


For some years past there has been a shortage of water at Hill 
Station towards the end of the dry season. In the year under review 
steps were taken to make the main water-tight. The result appears 
satisfactory. 
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In addition to the works enumerated above, various minor works 
were undertaken, including improvements to the Freetown streets 
and drains. The accommodation in the gaol at Kennema was increased ; 
new quarters for the Medical Officer and District Commissioner at 
Moyamba were erected, and quarters for the District Commissioner 
at Waterloo were completed. 


Prize Court. 


For the first time for many years a Prize Court sat in Freetown. 
This is the only such court in British West Africa. Its proceedings 
are regulated by the Prize Court Rules observed in the Prize Courts 
of the United Kingdom. 


Three German ships were condemned, including the “ Professor 
Woermann,” having on board a very valuable cargo. 


Some of the cargo from the “ Max Brock ” and “ Hans Woermann ” 
was condemned and some released, the ships themselves being sent 
to England for adjudication. 


General. 


In spite of the war, the year under review has been a period of 
satisfactory, it unostentatious, progress, and the prosperity of the 
Colony has been well maintained. 


No cannibal murders were reported during the year from the Northern 
Sherbro District, which is the centre of these practices, but it is improb- 
able that the cult has been stamped out. The primitive superstitions 
and tastes of an undeveloped people can no more be blotted out by 
intimidation than a religion can be destroyed by persecution. The 
fear of punishment will possibly keep the objectionable activities of 
the various secret societies in abeyance for a time, but they will almost 
certainly be continued more secretly than before. The only way in 
which they can be effectively abolished is by the patient process of 
educating the native mind to a higher level of intelligence. 


Although the great majority of the natives cannot grasp the 
significance or scope of the war, it is gratifying to record that their 
attitude has been one of consistent loyalty. 


On the outbreak of hostilities the chiefs rendered valuable service 
to the Government by reserving large stocks of rice, and their loyalty 
to the British cause has been strikingly manifested by various letters 
of sympathy, gifts in kind, and subscriptions to patriotic funds, which 
have been received from them. 


Tn spite of the strain thrown upon certain departments owing to 
several European officers being called away in order to carry out the 
various war services which it was found necessary to establish on the 
outbreak of hostilities, useful work was done by every branch of the 
Administration. 
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There is no reason to suppose that, on the removal of the excep- 
tionally adverse conditions which prevailed during the year under 
review, the tide of prosperity which has set in of recent years will 
not again rise to at least as high a level as before. 


E. E. Evetyy, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 
Colonial Secretary’s Offices, 


Freetown, Sierra Leone, 
28th June, 1915. 





Jv , 
ao 


tel COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. { Rare Si 
As ‘ 





i 


No. 852. 


GRENADA. 


REPORT FOR 1914-15. 


(For Report for 1913 see No. 822.) 








Presented to both houses of Parliament by Command of his (Majesty. 
September, 1915. 











LONDON: 
PRINTED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF HIS MAJESTY’S 
STATIONERY OFFICE 


By BARCLAY anp FRY, Lrp., Tue Grove, SouTHWARK STREET, S.E. 


To be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 
WYMAN anv SONS, Limirep, 29, BrEaMs BUILDINGS, Ferrer Lang, E.C. 
and 28, ABINGDON Street, 8.W., and 54, St. Mary STREET, CARDIFF; or 

H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE (Scottish BRancH), 
23, ForRTH STREET, EDINBURGH: or 
E. PONSONBY, LimiteEp, 116, GraFton STREET, DUBLIN ; 
or from the Agencies in the British Colonies and Dependencies, 
the United States of America and other Foreign Countries of 


T. FISHER UNWIN, Liuitep, Lonpon, W.C. 





1915. 





[Cd. 7622-43] Price 24d. 


CONTENTS. 


_ PAGE. 
I. FINANCIAL ya Sie a ae a aE i 38 
Il. TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES ae om fiw C10 
Til. Lecrstatron a os se in Me Ede fs OME 
IV. Epvucation oy a oe rs Rie 3a eee, let 
Vv. GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS... dis a as peed 6!) 
VI. JupiciaL Sraszeties ae ahs aus a 2s .. 22 
VII. Virau Sratistics.. ue ag Si ee we «. 22 
VIII. Postan, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICES... we 124 
IX. Generar REMARKS ay Rie ae ats ae we 24 


Map. 


Exehe: -¢ COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


Library 
University of Minnesota 
DEC 15 1937 
No. 852. 
GRENADA. 
(For Report for 1913 see No. 822.) 
Tue GovERNoR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 
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Sir, 


T have the honour to transmit herewith the report by Mr. Herbert 
Ferguson, Colonial Secretary, on the Blue Book of the Colony of 
Grenada for the year 1914-15. 


I have, etc., 


G. B. Happon-SmiTH, . 
Governor. 
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ete., etc., etc. 
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BLUE BOOK REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1914-15. 





I—FINANCIAL. 


REVENUE. 


.e The revenue of the year ended 31st March, 1915, amounted to 
£92,347. This is the second highest revenue recorded. Regard being 
had to the dislocation of business by the war the revenue must be 
regarded as satisfactory. 


2. The details of revenue were as follows :— 


1913-14. 1914-15. 


£ £ 

Customs 5 53,900 45,061 
Licences, Excise, and Tate 

Revenue e # oe 26,250 26,488 
Estate Duties .. is ne 246 8,936 
Fees of Office, etc. os ee 2,341 8,124 
Post Office oe ne .. | - 2,518 2,658 
Telephones os ee ag 2,243 2,286 
Water Supplies .. “4 r 226 216 
Revenue from Revenant 

Property ve : 1,922 1,877 
Interest from Sinking ae ie 1,153 1,291 
Miscellaneous Receipts 7 235 363 
Land Sales oe se Me 224 47 


£91,258 £92,347 








3. It will be observed that there was no substantial fall in Customs 
revenue, as might have been expected to result from the interruption 
of ordinary trade and the financial stringency created by the outbreak 
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of hostilities in Europe. There was reduced trade, but the leeway 
in Customs receipts was made up towards the end of the financial 
year by the increased rates of duty imposed. A fortunate increase 
occurred in Estate Duties, through the falling in of a large estate on 
which duties amounting to £8,705 were paid. There is no variation 
in any other head of revenue that calls for special remark. 


Tn order to meet an expected falling off in revenue during the 
ensuing year, legislative action was taken on 26th February, 1915, 
giving effect to the following increases in taxation -— 

Increases in duty on Intoxicating Liquors and Tobacco. 


Old Rate. New Rate. 


s. d. s. d. 

Brandy .. a we AOS 12 6 per gallon. 
Whisky .. ..  .. 106 26 3, 
Liqueurs, &. .. -. 100 120 sf 
Gin ws ad a 80 10 0 a 
Rum (imported) 60 80 . 

», (local) .. oe 40 46 : 
Trade Duty on Spirits. . 10 16 i 
Wine (non-sparkling) .. from 30% to 20 o 


ad valorem 


» (sparkling) .. as 16 0 “ 
Tobacco (unmanufac- 09 10 per Ib. 
tured) 
» (manufactured) 30 40, 
Cigarettes oy 70 90 4, 


In addition, the export duty on cocoa was increased from 73d. to 
1s. 3d. per cwt., to be operative only when the London market price 
of cocoa exceeds 50s. per cwt., arid the duty on American flour was 
raised by 1s. per barrel. 

4. The following stitemeit shows the actual revenue during the 
last five years, with a comparison of the figures with those of a 
decade ago :— 


£ £ 
1910-11... = 81,4138. 1900 .. 70,363 
1911-12... = (98.645 iw 1901-2 .. 70,075 
1912-13 .. 86,393 .. 1902-3... 70 802 
1918-14 .. 91,258. 1903-4 .. 70,265 
1914-15 .. 92,347. 1904-5 .. 68,993 
EXPENDITURE. 


5. The expenditure of the year amounted to £94,457, a figure 
which easily surpasses any previously recorded. High as it is, it 
does not represent tbe total liability incurred in the year, as of a vote 
of £10,000 to the War Funds only £4,000 was actually taken over 
during the year by the Imperial authorities. Inclusive of the whole 
sum, the expenditure of the year would have amounted to £100,457. 
This is the amount, needless to remark, that should be taken into 
account in estimating the actual financial position in regard to surplus. 
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6. Detailed under the usual heads, the expenditure of the year 
was i— 


1913-14. 1914-15. 


Charges on account of Debt... .. 6,196 6,197 
Pensions .. fas a an «.  *2,993 2,985 
The Governor a a es .. 2,224 2,250 
Colonial Secretary 28 ay .. 1,826 1,750 
Treasury Department .. st oe B29 5,654 
Post Office .. 8,089 3,056 
Do. Special Expenditure ee — 439 
Audit Department : ; A 726 734 
Port and Marine .. es od i 571 618 
Legal Departments oe = ». 4,594 4,371 
Police . ex oH .. 5,440 Lwin ls 
Military Expenditure ne ne es 839 409 
Prisons... a es .. 41,299 1,270 
Sanitation . He as sie 921 917 
Medical Department he i .. 4,626 5,028 
Hospitals and Asylums .. Fe .. 7,422 7,886 
Education . : .. 8,103 8,718 
Do. Special Expenditure F a 293 350 
Ecclesiastical Ov , “e 314 61 
Charitable . 2 a3 x A TAT 792 
Telephone Department A an .. 1,842 1,833 
Carriacou District. . 38 wes ee 927 832 
Do. Purchase of Cruiser .. A — 704 

St. Paul’s, etc., Water Buyer . 2 235 247 
Miscellaneous ue é .. 5,083 9,039 
Agricultural Department os .. 1,894 1,321 
Do. Land Settlement .. ae — 1,687 
Public Works Department an .. 1,568 1,462 
Do. Roads and Bridges ahs .» 10,288 10,318 
Do. Other Recurrent Works .. .. = L474 1,816 
Do. Extraordinary .. ee Je 16, 6,378 








£80,714 £94,457 





7. The expenditure may be summarised as consisting of :— 


Ordinary Expenditure amounting to .. £87,501 
Expenditure for Special Purposes .. re 6,956 
the details of the Jatter being :— 

Part Donation to War Funds. . a £4,000 

Amount written off as He pence ou on jiand 
Settlement. . s ed 1,456 
Queen’s Park Drainage Rokionte oe aes 1,500 
£6,956 
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Reference to the war contribution has already been made. Strictly 
speaking, the donation of £10,000 (of which £6,000 was to be used in 
purchasing cocoa for the forces, and £4,000 as a contribution to the 
Prince of Wales’s Fund) is a charge against surplus funds. 


The amount under Land Settlement is another unusual item of 
expenditure. It represents expenditure which was advanced from 
surplus funds as part of the Land Settlement Advance Account, but 
which, on account of not having been included in the allotment 
prices, will not be recouped by the repayments from settlers. It has 
consequently been written off by a direct vote of expenditure. It 
may be remarked that the expenditure was of a special nature, such 
as for construction of a small sugar mill for grinding the settlers’ 
canes and for expenses of supervision, and it is doubtful whether 
the inclusion of the expenditure in the allotment prices would not 
have made the lands unremunerative to the settlers. The expenditure 
was essential to establish the Land Settlement Scheme on a successful 
footing, and is consequently regarded as a proper charge against the 
Colony’s funds. 


The drainage and improvement of the Queen’s Park—a scheme 
under continuous consideration for many years past—was proceeded. 
with by the present Governor as being necessary to the health and 
convenience of the inhabitants of St. George’s. 


8. Astatement of the expenditure of the last five years as compared 
with the expenditure ten years previously is as follows :— 


Year. £ Year. £ 
1910-11 .. 75,561 .. 1900 .. 62,718 
1911-12 .. 81,012 oy 1901-2... ~— 68,669 
1912-13... = 84,059 -. 1902-3... = 70,113 
1913-14 .. «85,827 =... «= :1903-4 Sw. ~S 69,509 
1914-15 .. 94,457 ie 1904-5 .. 71,968 


FivanctaL Postion at 31st. Marca, 1915. 





9. Assets as at Ist April, 1914 .. re .. £64,154 
Expenditure 1914-15 .. out £94,457 — 
Revenue 1914-15 ae e 92,347 _— 
Excess of Expenditure over Revenue ——— 2,116 
Surplus Assets at 31st March, 1915 .. . .. £62,044 
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: lh _this amount of £62,044 is included, however, the immediate 
liability of £6,000, representing the balance of the donation of £10,000 
to the War Funds, to which reference has already been made. 


10. The surplus assets are made up as follows :— 





£ 

Reserve Fund Ae ee ae .. 25,000 

Loans to District Boards .. eRe .- 18,790 

Land Settlement Funds .. sta ee 8,696 

Storeson Hand .. er oe i 3,097 
Current Cash, including cash with Crown 

Agents .. ee ae sje .. 11,461 

- £62,044 





11. By an addition of £4,000 during the year the Reserve Fund 
has now approximatély reached the sum of £25,000, which is the 
amount recommended by the Secretary of State to be set aside as a 
reserve fund invested outside the Colony. The fund is now invested 
in the following securities : — 


Stock per cent. fo ge ds 
Gold Coast .. de we ae 3 8,106 4 11 
Zanzibar we ae Mw Me 3 1,563 16 0 
Transvaal .. oe - a 3 1,112 2 10 
Straits Settlements .. ee ee 3h 3,477 0 3 
Southern Nigeria... ifs Os 3h 4,167 1 1 
Sierra Leone Re Et) os 3h 2,978 17 0 

Do. aS ate ne ue 4 365 5 2 
Queensland .. He fs kes 32 4,269 10 6 
South Australia ate nd ar 4 3,960 0 0 

£24,999 17 9 


12. The Public Debt remains unchanged and amounts to £123,670 
in Inscribed stock. Against this the Sinking Fund amounts to 
£37,587 0s. 7d. The stock is redeemable between 1917 and 1947. 


GRENADA, 1914-15. 9 
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13. The revenue and expenditure of the District Boards of Grenada 
in the financial year under review were as follows : — 


Revenue. Expenditure. 


£ & 
St. George’s ote a 4,244 4,282 
St. Andrew’s we os 3,044 2,996 
St.Patrick’s  .. 2,205 2,558 
St. John’s .. oF a 1,671 1,717 
St. Mark’s .. ea ae 706 684 
St. David’s Ae re 1,097 1,097 








£12,967 £13,334 


The town of Hillsborough in Carriacou, which is administered by 
Town Wardens, had a revenue of £95 and an expenditure of £94. 


14. The loan debts and relative sinking funds ,of the District 
Boards at 31st March, 1915, were as follows : — 


Loan Debts Sinking Funds 





£ 
St. George’s ee MM 13,154 _ 1879 
St. Andrew’s.. sis 2,000 209 
St. Patrick’s ois oe 4,236 264 
St. John’s Ms ee 3,391 678 
St. Mark’s ws A 1,200 _— 
St. David’s 28 oe = = 
£23,981 £3,030 
CuRRENCY. 


15. Government accounts are kept in sterling, and those of the 
banks in dollars and cents. 
(C187) c2 
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There are two local banks, the Colonial Bank and the RoyalfBank 
of Canada, the latter having become established in Grenada by, local 
Ordinance in 1913. 


Money in circulation consists principally of notes of five dollars 
denomination, and silver. The estimated note circulation of each 
bank is fifty thousand dollars, and about £20,000 is in circulation in 
silver. There is no limit to the legal tender of the latter. 


Gold coins have never been plentiful, and before the war the amount 
of gold in the Colony was estimated at only £2,000. It has since been 
much reduced owing to its export by private persons and reduction 
in the quantity coming to the Colony through visits of tourists. The 
cessation of the tourist traffic since the war has also affected the 
number of Bank of England notes, very few of which are now in 
evidence. 


The groat or fourpenny piece is still legal tender in Grenada, but 
is not in public favour, and scarcely a coin of that denomination is 
now to be seen. 2 


A supply of farthings was obtained from the Mint during the year, 
for the accommodation of the poorer people. 





IL—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


(a) Imports AND Exports. 


16. The trade of the Colony according to the returns of the Customs 
Department was in the last five years as follows :— 


Year Imports. Exports. 
£ £ 
1910 tease 279,286 291,760 
1911 3 3 2 309,227 264,640 
1912 oe es oH 278,875 285,590 
1913 oe as oe 282,927 367,149 


1914 ae a ae 272,126 333,374 
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17. The following statement gives the value of the principal articles 
imported, as compared with the previous year :— 


1913 1914 

£ £ 
Apparel an -. 4,652 3,662 
Biscuits, Bread, ead Cakes... .. 5,289 4,247 
Boots and Shoes... Fe .. 5,509 5,301 
Butter ts a Aes .. 2,696 2,274 
Cattle Foods .. as a «. 2,429 2,338 
Cement a aD oe .. 1,567 2,683 
Cordage and Twine .. aa ~« 1,362 2,009 
Cotton Goods Pas Sis .. 28,984 26,921 
Fish of all kinds a ae .. 15,676 13,441 
Glass and Glassware. . m .. 1,489 970 
Grain :—Oats 22 43 .. 4,910 4,901 
Rice ce — Ms .. 8,286 7,488 
Wheaten Flour .. «. 42,917 40,643 
Haberdashery and Milinery .. 5,640 4,773 
Hardware .. A .. 2,360 2,242 
Hats and Bonnets .. oe .. 2,575 1,756 
Lard .. : -. 2,163 1,784 
Leather, dressed aad undressed .. 1,874 1,482 
Machinery .. .. 1,904 8,774 
Manures, Chemical and other .. 8,958 9,667 
Meats, Canned, Salted, &c... -. 7,669 7,005 
Medicines and Drugs oe -. 8,888 2,775 
Metals and Manufactures of -. 9,140 6,602 
Oils :—Cotton Seed . 5A es 2,881 2,172 
Olive and Refined Food . .. 2,593 2,271 
Kerosine .. 3 fe -» 4,103 5,152 
Oleomargarine Be a8 .. 4,874 4,120 
Soaps .. 2 oe a .. 4,250 4,209 
Spirits (potable) a5 ae .. 6,556 4,826 
Sugar, unrefined... ae .. 10,875 10,641 
» refined se ‘ .. 2,817 3,095 
Tobacco, unmanufactured . .. 1,847 1,470 
» manufactured .. oe 934 964 
» Cigars an a oe 95 53 
» Cigarettes... Be ve — 4,013 1,030 
Wine .. Ss a .. 2,529 1,660 
Wood and Timber or an 22 YG T16 11,066 
Shingles i oe fa 621 747 
Furniture... ee .. 2,637 1,494 


Wool, manufactures of an -. 2,847 2,131 
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18. The origin of imports was as follows :— 





i 

















| 1913 1914 
Value. |Percentage.| Value. Percentage. 
£ £ 
Total ae es .. | 282,927 — 272,126 —_— 
United Kingdom -.) 113,076 40 109,162 40 
British Colonies . ay 69,135 24 69,440 25 
Foreign Countries «» | 100,716 36 93,524 35 
United States (alone) .. 88,343 31 81,573 30 
Soa (alone) .. S| 9,215 3 23,604 9 





19. From Ist January, 1914, Grenada became a party to the 
Reciprocity Agreement with Canada. The e: 


Canada is shown in the following : 





ffect on imports from 








Preferential Article. 1913 1914 

£ £ 
Bread, Biscuits, and Cakes 20 99 
Cordage < ect 321 | 425 
Carriages 137! 205 
Motor Cars . —_ 529 
Motor Car Parts .. ss —_— 8 
Cattle and other Animal Foods .. 9 20 
Fish, Dried, Balvedy) and Smoked 1,607 2,639 
‘Canned . os 27 
Pickled 195 | 291 
Flour 778 | 7,504 
Rolled Oats and Oatmeal —_ 82 
Oats . ‘ 1,242 3,147 
Beans and Peas 16 7 15 
Hay _ ll 
Trop and Steel i E _— 20 
Wire, Barbed and Woven : — 150 
Painters’ Colours and Materials oa 15 161 
Paper . 50! 40 
Soap, Common Washing . _ | 9 
Wood : Furniture . i _— | 34 
Spruce and White 1 Pine ass 4,158 4,918 
Shingles 3 : 59 205 
Butter a3 229 80 
Boots and Shoes \ _— 8 
Brooms and Brushes 108 69 











Tt will be observed that there has been a large increase in imports 


of Canadian flour and oats; a corresponding reduction in imports 
Altogether, imports from Canada 
including non-preferential articles increased by £14,389. On the 


of American flour has taken place. 


other hand, as will be seen from the export figures, the value of all 


exports to the Dominion increased by only £1,305. 
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Exports, 
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20. The principal articles exported were as follows :— 





| 














1913 | 1914 

Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 

: lbs. | Ibs. | £ 
\ Cocoa 11,791,851 | 303,074 11,501,319 | 280,308 

2 Spices : ewt. Ibs. | ewt. Ibs. 
Nutmegs.. | 14,556 103) 25,205 | 12,655 104 21,165 
Other kinds, prin- | | 
cipally Mace te 2,478 100 19,062 | 2,157 62 15,727 
lbs. lbs. 

Cotton Ri 400,813 10,500 358,087 8,805 
Seeds, Cotton | 1,134,436 2,779 | 1,024,665 3,079 















21. 





The qeanoees and eens of the exports are shown in 
ment ;— 








years was : — 


Lime Juice.. 
Tee® 5.1 
Hides 
Copra 
Frui 
Coconuts 
Shells, Turtle 


ts 


Year. 


1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 


22. Subsidiary exports of Colony’s produce included :— 


2,375 gallons 


6,138 Ibs. 
37,021 Ibs. 


116,780 


SHIPPING. 


266 


590,451 
535,161 
565,788 
656,191 
689,120 


23. The total tonnage entered and cleared during the past five 
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AGRICULTURE. 


24, The principal agricultural preducts of the Colony are cocoa, 
spices, and cotton. 


Cocoa. 


The 1914 season was not a good one for the cocoa crop, high winds 
and dry weather in the early part of the year considerably curtailing 
the output. The large planters have been able to keep their crop : 
up to the average principally by the very large quantities of manures a 
they have used during the past two years, and also by improved f 
methods of cultivation. On the other hand the crop of the peasant F 
proprietors is reported by the Agricultural Department to have fallen 
off considerably, thereby affecting the output of the island. On the , 
whole the crop for the season ended 30th September, 1914, fell short by 7 
2,865 bags of the average of the past five years. { 







Spices. 


Cotton. 


26. The island of Carriacou is the only district of the Colony ix 
which cotton is grown. Several attempts have-in recent years been 
made to re-establish the industry in the southern part of Grenada, 
where the soil is not suited for cocoa, but the efforts have invariably 
resulted in failure. The type grown in Carriacou is Marie Galante, a 
sbort-staple cotton. The quality of the cotton shipped during the 
year has not shown any appreciable improvement on the poor quality 
which has been produced during the past few years. The deterioration 
is presumably largely due to the system of ratooning, which is in 
many cases continued up to ten years. 


Subsidiary Crops. 


27. The want of a substantial additional industry to cocoa and 
spices is greatly felt, especially on lands where these crops cannot 
favourably grow. 

In this respect it has to be borne in mind that any additional culti- 
vation in Grenada is faced with the initial handicap that the most 
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fertile and accessible land is already taken up in the cultivation of a 
permanent and remunerative crop, viz., cocoa. However unwise it 
may be for the Colony to depend so greatly on one cultivation, to have 
“all its eggs in one basket,” it is not to be expected that planters will 
uproot plantations that have taken many years to establish from fear 
of a calamitous drop in cocoa prices. The restricted area of fertile 
and accessible land and the tendency to experiment with new crops 
on soil of inferior productive value have been the obstacles in the way 
of success with all recent new ventures. Dr. Francis Watts, C.M.G., 
Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture for the West Indies, makes 
pointed reference to this in a recent report on limes and coconuts in 
Grenada, in which he remarks: “It is essential in pushing new in- 
dustries that the crops should be planted in favourable situations : 
this will have to be kept well in mind in Grenada, where the best 
lands are given up to cocoa; it is not likely that success with new 
crops will be obtained if they are relegated to land of little value and 
not particularly suitable for them.” 


28. Sugar.—An increase in cane cultivation has taken place owing 
to the acquisition by a new proprietor of an estate in the south of the 
island which was formerly a noted sugar plantation, and the establish- 
ment of a mill capable of producing a sugar equal to the better kinds 
of muscovado sugar imported. The development of the sugar industry 
is restricted to the supply of the local market, as the lack of a sufficient 
area of cane lands alone makes it impossible for Grenada to compete 
in the open market with sugar-producing Colonies; but, inasmuch 
as 1,963,330 Ib. of muscovado sugar to the value of £10,641 were 
imported last year, it will be seen that there is scope for a notable 
development of the industry for local purposes. A protective duty 
of 3d. per Ib. which is in force further enhances the prospects of success 
in this direction. 


29. Limes.—In Carriacou the cultivation of limes has already been 
successfully established, and about 500 acres are approaching the full 
bearing stage. The concentrated juice has shown a high test, and 
commands a good price. While the trees are young and vigorous 
no set-back to the industry need be feared, and it is to be hoped that 
the climatic conditions of Carriacou will prove favourable to the 
permanent cultivation. At present the principal scale insect on limes 
in Carriacou is the Orange Snow Scale (Chionaspis citri), and this is 
being controlled by the use of insecticides. 2,375 gallons of con- 
centrated lime juice, valued at £753, were exported in 1914, and for 
the first quarter of 1915 the exports have been 3,700 gallons, of the 
value of £1,265. Efforts are being made to introduce the cultivation 
into Grenada, and the Agricultural Department, under Mr. Moore, 
who has had considerable experience of the industry in St. Lucia, is 
establishing sufficient lime nurseries to meet the considerable demand 
for lime plants that is expected in 1915. The estimated area under 
limes in Grenada is 150 acres, and small areas are beginning to produce 
their first crop. 


30. Coconuts.—Although no large tracts of land are available for 
establishing large coconut estates, there are in all the parishes small 
areas which, while unfavourable for the growing of cocoa, spices, etc., 
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are suited for, and are being planted in, coconuts. On the whole 
these plantations have made satisfactory progress during the year, 
and the cultivation is being extended. 


INDUSTRIES. 


31. The industrial concerns of the island are confined to the manu- 
facture of sugar, rum, ice, and soap. 


Sugar Mills. 


32. There are numerous small sugar mills, driven by petroleum 
engines, and turning out a class of “ wet” sugar that is greatly in 
demand by the labouring class. Only two mills are fitted with 
machinery capable of producing muscovado sugar of the grade called 
grocery sugar. Reference to the newest of these mills and to the 
extent and prospects of manufacture in the island is made in paragraph 
28 under “ Agriculture.” 


Distilleries. 


33. Fourteen distilleries were at work during the year, an increase 
of two over the previous year ; 50,700 proof gallons of rum were made 
in the calendar year, of the estimated value of £9,050. The local 
price of rum is comparatively high, 4s. per gallon being obtained for 
tum straight from the still. No rum is exported as the cost of manu- 
facture is high, and it pays the distillers better to regulate the quantity 
manufactured than to have surplus stocks for export at less than cost 
price. 


Ice Factory. 


34. The local ice factory receives a subsidy from the Government 
of £265 for the supply of ice to the various parishes. 1,200 tons were 
made in 1914, and about 500 tons were exported to St. Lucia, which 
up to the present depends on the Grenada factory for its supply. 


Soap Factory. 


35. This is a very small concern which has been in existence for 
four or five years, and which supplies a limited portion of the local 
market demand. It is helped by Government to the extent of a refund 
of duty in respect of materials imported and used in the manufacture. 
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TII.— LEGISLATION. 
36. The full list of the sixteen Ordinances passed by the Legislative 
Council during the year 1914 is as follows :— 


No.1 The District Boards Amendment. 
2 ,, Bank Notes. 


3 ,, Towns Administration. 
4 ,, Pensions. 
5 ,, Copyright (Importation of Copies and Penalties). 


6, Appropriation. 
7 ,, Police Ordinance Amendment. 
8 ,, Motor Car. 
9 ,, Criminal Procedure Code (Liability of Guardians). » 
10. ,, Trading with Enemy. 
11, Quarantine. 
12 ,, Supplementary Appropriation. 
13 ,, Aerial Navigation. 
14__,, Public Lands Acquisition. 
15 ,, Midwives. 
16 ,, Medical Officers Amendment. 


37. Of the above-mentioned the most important were No. 2, the 
Bank Notes Ordinance, which provides for and controls the issue of 
bank notes in the Colony ; No. 8, the Motor Car Ordinance, regulating 
the use of motor cars; and No. 15, the Midwives Ordinance, which 
aims at improving the status of midwives by registration, and the 
granting of subsidies in the form of fees for attendance on paupers 
and labourers. The latter Ordinance, owing to a change in the financial 
position of the Colony, has not vet been brought into operation. 





IV.—EDUCATION, 


Primary. 


38. The number of Government and aided primary schools in the 
Colony is fifty-seven. Of these, eleven are Government Schools, 
twenty-six Roman Catholic, thirteen Anglican, five Wesleyan, and 
two of the Church of Scotland. The total number of pupils on the 


roll during the year under review was 11,985, and the average attend- 
ance was 5,910. The percentage of attendance was 49°4. 
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39. The total expenditure of the schools was £6,647, of which 
£6,181 was provided by the grant from Government. Calculated on 
the average attendance, and excluding school fees and caretakers’ 
wages, the cost per head under the grant-in-aid in 1914 was :— 


£ sd. 
Government Schools .. oe 8 19 8 
Anglican .. af oe os ea 18 0 
Wesleyan fe a4 ve ed be 8 
Roman Catholic . . sy De x 4 =$7 
Church of Scotland bee hes es 15 11 


40. The Primary Education Ordinance provides for four classes 
of schools—(a) industrial, (b) combined, (c) lower division, and (d) 
infant schools. 


Arranged under these classes the schools numbered : — 


Industrial py. és ne a .. Nil 
Combined Schools... ie o .. 38 
Lower Division fe See ae a 7 
Infant .. eA s a ay ye 
Ragged .. * a ay bs E 


41. The Ragged School was started in December, 1912, to provide 
for the education of the poorest class. It has proved a success, and a 
second one has been recommended by the head of the Education 
Department. The founding of an industrial school has been under 
consideration for some years, but various difficulties have prevented 
its establishment. 


SECONDARY. 


42. The Boys’ Secondary School continues to maintain its success, 
and the number of pupils necessitated the appointment of an additional 
master. Mr. D. Evans Davies, B.Sc., who was appointed to the post, 
arrived in the Colony on 17th June, 1914, but resigned the appointment 
towards the end of the year, in order to enlist for the war. The 
expenditure of the school during the year was £1,299, and the receipts 
from school fees amounted to £453. The pupils numbered 77. 


43. The number of pupils at the Girls’ Secondary School is 28. 
This small number is due greatly to the educational facilities provided 
by private schools for girls, and particularly by the Convent School. 
£113 was received as school fees, and the expenditure amounted to 
£433. The school is well conducted, and tuition additional to the 
ordinary subjects is given in music, painting, carving, and drawing. 


¥ 44. The St. Joseph’s Convent School receives an annual grant 
from the Government of £150, and an additional grant was made last 
year of £200 in aid of extension of the buildings rendered necessary 
by the,increased number of pupils. 
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V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


(a) Cotony Hospirat. 


45. The number of patients treated in the hospital was 2,382, as 
compared with 1,530 in the previous year, and of these 1,956 were 
discharged .as cured, 370 as relieved, and 63 died. The average stay 
of patients in hospital was 39°56 days, as compared with 49°50 in 1913. 
The revenue received amounted to £170, and the expenditure to 
£3,166. The total cost per patient was £21 8s. Od. (£20 1s. 3d. in 
1913). The operations performed numbered 147, as against 122 in 
1913. The number of attendances in the out-patient department 
was 5,393, and the same number applies to the prescriptions issued, 
1,076 of which were free. 


(b) Yaws Hosprrau. 


46. Patients treated during the year numbered 460, and 402 were 
discharged as cured. One death occurred ; 55 patients were treated 
with salvarsan, with most gratifying results. The expenditure was 
£671, and the cost per patient £10 6s. 6d., as compared with £413 and 
£8 5s. 23d. in 1913. 


(c) St. ANDREW’s Hospirat. 


47. 232 patients were treated, as compared with 175 in the previous 
year; 198 were discharged as cured, and 12 as relieved; 9 deaths 
occurred. The expenditure amounted to £441, averaging £33 16s. 9}d. 
per patient (cost per patient in previous year £38 8s. 0d.). 13,907 
prescriptions were compounded at the dispensary, which supplies - 
also the whole parish. Free prescriptions numbered 8,425, and the 
receipts from the remainder amounted to £192. 


(d) Carriacou Hosprrat. 


48. The number of patients treated was 232, and of these 175 
were discharged as cured, 27 as relieved, and 3 as not improved. 
There were 8 deaths. The cost per patient was £33 16s. 0d. The 
total expenditure was £705, and the revenue was £76. 


(e) Hosrirat For CONSUMPTIVES. 


49. The number of patients treated was 50, there having been 30 
admissions during the year; 18 were discharged and 17 died, 15 
remaining in hospital at the end of 1914. The total expenditure 
was £427, the annual cost per patient being £29 0s. 1ld. The longest 
stay in hospital of the males was 111 days, of the females one year 
and three days. 


(f) Lunatic AsyLum. 


50. 382 patients were admitted during the year, bringing the number 
under treatment up to 142; 23 were discharged and 9 died. The 
total remaining at the end of the year was 110, 17 belonging to St. 
Vincent and the rest to Grenada. The cost per patient was £21 14s. 7d., 
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the expenditure in all being £2,735. Several improvements were 
made in the buildings, which, together with the grounds, are kept 
conspicuously clean. 


(g) Poor AsyLum. 


51. The number of patients remaining at the end of 1913 was 55. 
38 were admitted and 17 discharged during the year; 21 deaths 
occurred, the number of patients remaining at the end of the year 
being unchanged. The total expenditure was £622, and the annual 
cost per patient £11 14s. 1d. 


(h) ANKYLOSTOMIASIS CAMPAIGN. 


52. The work of the International Health Commission in its 
campaign against ankylostomiasis was started in the Colony shortly 
after the arrival, on August 27th, of Dr. Angus Macdonald, M.D., 
D.P.H., D.T.M., who was selected by the Secretary of State to be 
the medical officer in charge. As a preliminary measure interest in 
the scheme was stimulated by lectures given at each school in the 
island, and in Carriacou, and this was followed by regular periodical 
visits for treatment of sufferers at centres in each part of the island. 
Dr. Macdonald’s efforts, in this direction have resulted in the hearty 
co-operation of the people, and their voluntary acquiescence has made 
it possible to get into touch with every individual in the areas under 
operation. 


53. Dissemination of information in connection with the prevention 
of hookworm infection is being continued by means of printed leaflets, 
by lantern lectures and addresses illustrating the causes, treatment, 
and prevention of the disease, and by courses of instruction in general 
sanitation. By these means the interest and enthusiasm so necessary 
to the effective eradication of the disease are being kept sustained. From 
the fact that patients come to the head office from every parish in the 
island it is clear that a distinct dread of the disease has arisen amongst 
the people. Signs of enlightened views on sanitation are evident in 
the general efforts on the part of the people throughout the districts 
operated and in other districts to construct satisfactory closets. The 
following up of the work of the International Health Commission by 
maintaining the areas dealt with in a satisfactory sanitary state has 
been engaging the attention of the local advisory committee, and a 
report on “Sanitary Necessities” is at present under consideration 
by the Government. 


54, On the advice of Dr. Howard, Medical Director for the West 
Indies, the intensive system of working is now being adopted, and 
the progress of the work up to 31st March, 1915, may be seen from the 
following figures : — 


At 31st March, 1915. 


Persons examined .. me .. 8,770 
» infected with hookworm Ne ox 4s 

» treated es se a .. 6,014 

cured... oe ae .. 1,085 


under treatment ae see .. 4,929 
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Infection found. 


Ankylestoma (hookworm) .. i ve 60% 
Ascaris (Round Worm) a ee ve 80% 
Trichurus (Whip Worm) .. ts vet ON 
All intestinal parasites Mss a vac BE, 


55. The evidence obtained up to the present goes to show that all 
ages are infected, but that infection is uncommon under ten years 
and rare under five; that infection varies widely between different 
districts, due chiefly to differences of soil, cultivation, and perhaps of 
water supply ; and that from casual blood examination it is discovered 
that malaria is widely prevalent in the island and is responsible for 
much morbidity. <A special report on the comparative debilitating 
influence of the ankylostome and the malaria parasite is being prepared 
by the Medical Officer in Charge. As there is an entire absence of 
accurate statistics in regard to actual malaria infection, the report 
should prove of great use to the Government in their measures for 
improving the health conditions of the island. 


(i) Savines Banx. 


56. The business done in the Government Savings Bank was greatly 
reduced during the year. After the outbreak of the war the monthly 
totals of deposits decreased by fifty per cent., and by the end of the 
year the amount at credit of depositors, which in the beginning was 
£27,936, was reduced to £23,333, a drop of £4,603. The number of 
depositors fell from 2,356 to 1,714, a reduction of 642. The cause of 
the decline in volume of business is also partly due to the existence of 
a Savings Department in connection with the Royal Bank ot Canada, 
which gives more freedom to its clients in depositing and withdrawing 
money than the Government Savings Bank. 


57. A reduction of the investments by £4,000 was necessitated, 
but actual sale of the investments in a depressed market was fortunately 
avoided by transferring the stock to the credit of the Colony’s Reserve 
Fund, which the Government was desirous of increasing by this amount. 
The investments remaining to the credit of the bank at 31st December, 
1914, amounted to £23,540, a sum slightly in excess of the amount of 
deposits. 


58. The average amount standing to the credit of depositors was 
£13 12s. 3d. 


59. The bank has a branch in each parish of the Colony and in 
Carriacou. 


60. The working profit during the year was £257. 


22 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


VI.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


(a) Poutce. 





61. The regular police force consists of one officer in command, a 
sergeant-major, and 79 N.C.Os. and men. In addition there are also 
161 rural constables not on the fixed establishment. Three sergeants 
seconded for duty as sanitary inspectors are now placed under the 
charge of the Colonial Surgeon. The standard of efficiency in musketry 
continues to be good, and great attention has been paid to the drill 
and physical development of the force. The heliograph service 
between Grenada and Carriacou continues to be worked satisfactorily 
by the police. 

(6) Prisons. 


62. Committals during the year numbered 311, being 5 more than 
in 1913. A regrettable feature is the increase in juvenile offenders, 
who numbered 15, as against 8 in the previous year. The daily 
average in prison was 46°90, and the cost per prisoner was £38 15s. ld. 
This amount is high, but is caused by the small numbers, as it is not 
possible to reduce the staff to any great extent. Discipline is well 
maintained, and the prison administration continues to be very 
satisfactory. : 


(c) CriminaL Statistics. 


63. The Attorney-General reports :—“The number of persons 
brought before the magistrates was 2,555, which is rather less than 
the numbers in the two preceding years, but slightly in excess of the 
average for the three preceding years. There were 1,762 summary 
convictions, as against an average of 1,712 for the three preceding 
years. There were 190 convictions for predial larceny, which is 70 
less than the number of convictions for this offence in 1913, 5 more 
than in 1912, and 85 more than in 1911. Thirty-three persons were 
indicted in the Supreme Court ; 26 were convicted, 5 acquitted, and 
a nolle prosequi entered in respect of 3. Cases of the more serious 
forms of crime continue to be rare. There was one case of man- 
slaughter, none of murder, rape, or offences against property with 
violence to the person. The figures for the year under review indicate 
a slight diminution of crime as compared with the previous year.” 





VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 


64. The population at the end of 1914 was estimated as 71,082. 
The natural increase in population (excess of births over deaths) was 
1,273, to which must be added 502, representing the excess of immi- 
grants over emigrants, making a total increase in population during 
the year of 1,775. 
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65. The births during the calendar year numbered 2,787, being 
an increase of 360 over those of the previous year. The birth-rate 
was 39°20, as against 34:80 in 1913. This birth-rate has been exceeded 
only twice in the last ten years. The marriages numbered 311. 


66. The year is recorded as an unhealthy one, an epidemic of 
dysentery being prevalent towards the end of the year. 297 deaths 
were recorded from this disease, a great increase over the normal. 
The total deaths numbered 1,514, as against 1,344 in 1913—an increase 
of 170. The death-rate was 21°29, as against 19°27 in 1913. 


The chief causes of death were :— 


Malaria. . oe As a3 Re 2s <4 10% 
Dysentery .. a as bs ay sa 207 
Tetanus Les * De . 4 
Pulmonary Paeculeats eke re ‘e .. 64 
Tuberculosis of Other Organs re St as 7 
Syphilis - Be ro kee 
Cancer and other Malignant cent “s .. 20 
Local Diseases of— 

Nervous System. . ae es Ne ve BD 

Circulatory System es ne se, 1. 14 

Digestive System— 

Diarrhoea and Enteritis .. ‘ .. 298 
Premature Birth and Diseases of Early tating .. 68 
Senility ee coe OL 
Heart Failure and her T- diefined ‘isaete ae UST, 


METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


67. The rainfall for the year was below the average. At Richmond 
Hill Station, in the south of the island, 61°87 inches were recorded, 
this being 12°98 less than in 1913, and 14°40 less than the average for 
the past twenty-four years. 


At other stations the rainfall was as follows :— 


Inches. 
North of Grenada (Sauteurs) .. af .. 50°82 
Centre of Grenada (Grand Etang) Xe -. 11803 
Extreme South (Point Saline) .. Ar, san 24-77 
Carriacou .. a oe ms ie .. 49°95 


The maximum temperature in the shade was 90°0, on 27th October, 
while the minimum in the shade, recorded on 30th December, was 68°0. 
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VIII.—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


(a) Posrat Service. 


68. The Post Office business transacted during the year, as com- 
pared with 1913, is shown in the following statement :-— 


1913, 1914, 

Letters and Post Cards... -. 623,515 645,214 
Newspapers, Books, &c. .. .. 291,598 286,899 
Parcels ey rs 3 ie 12,652 11,238 
Registered and Insured Letters .. 17,188 15,953 
Money and Postal Orders issued and : 

paid ni oe £35,447 £33,092 
Revenue sa Ay ae ht £2,518 £2,658 
Expenditure .. haa te -. £3,039 £3,254 


69. A contribution of £1,350 is paid towards the Imperial subsidy 
to the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company for the conveyance of mails 
by the Company’s steamers. For the conveyance of inland mails a 
motor car service was inaugurated by the Government on Ist October, 
1913. As passengers are also carried, the service is proving remunera- 
tive in addition to filling a long felt want in transportation facilities. 


(6) TeLEcRapus. 


70. The island is linked up with the lines of the West India and 
Panama Telegraph Company, to which a subsidy of £606 per year 
is paid by the Colony. There is no inland telegraph service. 


1 


(c}) TELEPHONES. 


71, The telephone system continues to grow steadily, and the island 
may be said to be very well supplied by the service. For a rental of 
12s. per month, subscribers have unlimited service throughout all 
the six Exchanges in the island. The number of subscribers is 
369. The revenue for the year was £2,286, and -the expenditure, 
including £226 for loan charges, amounted to £1,883. There are 159 
miles of trunk lines, and in addition about 445 miles of line connecting 
subscribers with the Exchange. 





IX.—GENERAL REMARKS. 


72. Governor Lieutenant-Colonel Sir James Hayes Sadler,K.C.M.G., 
C.B., left the Colony on May 23rd, 1914, on leave prior to retirement, 
the government of the Windward Islands being assumed by His Honour 
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W. Douglas Young, C.M.G., and the local administration by the 
Honourable H. Ferguson, acting Colonial Secretary. The new 
Governor, Sir George Basil Haddon-Smith, K.C.M.G., arrived in the 
Colony on December 29th, 1914, and assumed the government of the 
Windward Islands the following day. 


73. The Honourable Edward R. Drayton, C.M.G., Colonial Secretary, 
left the Colony on 26th March, 1914, to take up his appointment as 
Administrator of Dominica, and from that date until the arrival of 
the new Colonial Secretary, the Honourable F. H. Watkins, 1.8.0., 
on 12th August, 1914, the post was filled by the Colonial Treasurer, 
the Honourable Herbert Ferguson, in conjunction with the duties 
of his own office. 


74. The post of Colonial Surgeon was revived after an interval 
of thirteen years, and the Honourable H. F. Hatton, M.D., the senior 
medical officer, was appointed to the office as from Ist April, 1914, 





75. Shortly after the outbreak of war the importation of food 
supplies for the island was interrupted by the temporary cessation of 
the regular steamer service from New York, and by the difficulty in 
arranging for remittayces to other places. Through the readily-given 
co-operation of the Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia supplies of 
Canadian flour and fish were received until normal trade was resumed 
and confidence in the continuance of importations was restored. The 
Government importation of foodstuffs had the further effect of enabling 
the prices of the principal commodities to be kept at a low figure in 
the schedule of prices which was enforced throughout the Colony, 
and by this means a great boon was conferred on the poorer people, who 
in this island are dependent to a surprising extent on imported 
foodstuffs. 

















76. It cannot be denied that the lot of the labourer becomes more 
arduous the more the land is taken up by the cultivation of the island’s 
permanent crops. As the production of ground provisions diminishes, 
the poorer people become more and more dependent on imported food- 
stuffs. The ordinary peasant labourer has a natural inclination to 
grow local food crops only on soil that is easily worked, and only the 
increasing force of necessity drives him to cultivate ground provisions 
on less fertile soil. On the advice of the Imperial Commissioner of 
Agriculture for the West Indies, the people were last year encouraged 
to plant quick-growing food crops, and Government and planters 
alike helped by letting out garden lots free, or at nominal rents. With 
the additional impetus of the scare of a shortage in imported food 
supplies, lands long lying fallow were brought into cultivation, and the 
supply of ground provisions increased to a satisfactory extent, thereby 
keeping money in circulation within the Colony that would otherwise 
have gone in remittances for imported foodstufis. 


77. Another welcome feature as far as the Colony is concerned 
has been the great rise in the price of cocoa. This has relieved the 
financial stringency which existed in the Colony, for owing to the 
fact that there are several thousand small peasant proprietors all 
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interested in and affected by the price of cocoa, the effect of good 
prices is soon distributed throughout the entire island. The outlook 
at the close of the financial year was more favourable than anticipated, 
and there is promise that Grenada, with reasonable economy and 
prudent undertakings, will experience no great set-back to her steady 
prosperity. 


Herpert Fercuson, 


Colonial Secretary. 


Grenada, 
8th July, 1915. 
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Tue GovERNoR To THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


The Palace, Valletta, 
16th August; 1915. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to forward, for your information, the 


accompanying report by the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Secretary 
to Government on the Malta Blue Book for the year 1914-15. 


I have, &c., 


Meruven, F.M., 


Governor. 
The Right Honourable 
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&e., — &e., &e. 
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Lieutenant-Governor’s Office, 


Malta, 14th August, 1915. 


My Lorp, 


I have the honour to submit the following report on the annual 
Blue Book for the year 1914-15 : -~ 


I—FINANCIAL. 


The revenue for 1914-15 amounted to £410,725 and the expenditure 
to £386,283 ; there was therefore an excess of revenue over expenditure 
of £24,442. The total amount received for duty on articles imported 
for His Majesty’s Naval and Military Services, and subsequently 
refunded to the Imperial Government in the form of drawback, was 
£16,566. The actual revenue for the year was consequently £394,159, 
and the actual expenditure £369,717. 


The net surplus on 31st March, 1915, stood at £63,693, as against 
£37,992 on the corresponding date of the previous year. 


The revenue and expenditure for the past five years were as 
follows :— 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. : 
1910-11... ote .. £441,444 £467,373 
1911-12... rs .. £448,114 £467,783 
1912-13... Bes .. £442,035 £427,581 
1913-14... a .. £423,108 £402,521 
1914-15. se .. £410,725 £386,283 

REVENUE. 


The revenue collected in 1914-15 was less by £12,383 than that 
received in 1913-14. There were appreciable increases under Fees of 
Office and Reimbursements (£1,444), Water Service (£1,593), Interest 
(£505), and Land Sales (£2,031), while the important decreases were 
under :— 


Customs (£12,160)—Due to decreased consumption of dutiable 
articles, owing to precarious financial situation caused by the war. 
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Harbour and Quarantine Dues (£2,402).—Due to the fact that since 
the outbreak ot war the greater portion of British shipping calling 
at Malta has been under Admiralty charter, and therefore exempt 
from tonnage dues. 


Licences, Court Fines, &c. (£968).—Due to surrender of wine and 
spirits licences, to a decrease in Court fines inflicted, and to a, falling 
off in receipts from stamp duties. 


Post Office (£1,508)—Due to shrinkage in the sale of stamps, 
attributable partly to the fact that a considerable number of letters 
have since the outbreak of war been posted on board His Majesty’s 
transports without Malta stamps being used, ‘and partly to the 
privilege accorded to men on active service of having their letters sent 
home free of charge. 


EXPENDITURE. 


The expenditure was £386,283, made up as follows :— 





Establishments : £ £ 
Personal emoluments .. 4 .. 162,840 
Other charges .. ia ae .» 130,311 
——— 293,151 
Interest and burthens .. a te a » 21,228 
Pensions .. pa ~ 25 oe Be - 26,647 
Miscellaneous services .. A ey at .. 536 
Water and electric lighting works ae es re OUT 
Public works - ee af ee . . 44,204 
£386,283 





As compared with that of 1913-14, the total expenditure for 1914-15 
shows a decrease of £16,238. 


The principal increase was under Pensions (£749), and the chief 
decreases were under :— 


Customs and Port Department (£6,700)—Due to less drawback 
refunded owing to a shrinkage in the importation of dutiable articles 
required for the Imperial service, and to the fact that since the 
outbreak of war the exportation of manufactured wheat has been 
suspended. 


Legal Departments (£1,076)—Due to various vacancies which 
remained unfilled for some time, to the reorganization of the 
establishment under which economies have been effected, and to 
the fact that the number of cases disposed of by the Courts in 1914-15 
was less than in the previous year. 
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Charitable Institutions (£1,027).—Due principally to a reduction in 
the number of the inmates ot the Poor House. 


Post Office (£2,196)—Due mainly to the re-organization of the 
‘establishment and to the suspension of the mail contract since the 
outbreak of war. 


Water Works and Electric Lighting Extraordinary (£1,391).—Due to 
suspension of works. 


Public Works Annually Recurrent (£1,303), for which no special 
reason can be given. 


Public Works Extraordinary (£1,276).—Due to the fact that certain 
works were not completed during the year. 


The assets and liabilities of the Government at the close of the past 
two years are shown in the following table :— 





Year. Assets. Lnabilities. Surplus. 
£ £ £ 

1913-14 ee ae 749,754 711,762 37,992 

1914-15 os oe 770,949 707,256 63,693 

Increase... = w. 21,195 Re 25,701 
Decrease Be - — 4,506 _ 


In view of the present artificial depression of the stock market, 
the value of the securities forming part of the assets on 31st March, 
1915, has been allowed to stand as on 31st March, 1914. 


Currency IN CIRCULATION. 


Roughly, the amount of legal currency in circulation on 31st March, 
1915, was £899,000, made up as follows :— 


£ £ 
British gold .. os «. 820,000 
British silver and bronze .. - 40,000 
860,000 





Malta Government paper currency notes 39,000 





899,000 
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A certain amount of French bank notes and French gold and silver 
coins, roughly estimated at £15,000, is at present in circulation in 
these islands. 


Il.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


The total value of the imports of merchandise, including the value 
of goods entered by parcel post and excluding bullion and goods 
imported for transhipment, was £2,069,817, as compared with £2,510,934 
in 1913-14, showing a decrease of £441,117. 


Imports. 


The values of imports for the last three years under the main headings 
~ were as follows :-— 














1912-13. 1913-14. | 1914-15. 
ine ae £ £ 

Food, drink, and tobacco aes +) 1,300,701 | 1,100,775 | 1,188,695 
Raw materials and articles mainly 

unmanufactured . Ae 28 636,730 729,330 343,594 

Manufactured articles. re 482,827 463,588 406,696 

Miscellaneous and unclassified a 194,308 217,241 130,832 

Total ae ae ..| £2,614,566 | 2,510,934 | 2,069,817 











The value of imports during the year was £443,245 below the average 
for the past three years. 


The increases and decreases in the declared value of imports calling 
for special notice were as follows :— 


Increases.—Boots and shoes, £1,285; swine, £7,633; carob beans, 
£1,226; cocoa and chocolate, £3,120; firewood, £2,017; fresh and 
preserved fish, £10,297 ; fresh and preserved fruit, £1,617 ; millinery, 
£5,855, edible oils, £19, 458 ; petroleum, £13,234; rice, £1 i117; soap, 
£12,409; sugar, £33,992 ; wheat, £14,958 ; flour, £34, 569 ; matches, 
£1,337 ; cotton goods, £7, "952 5 cigars, £5, 195; manufactured tobacco, 
£1. 861 ; unmanufactured tobacco, £6,210; vegetables (fresh and 
preserved), £2,833; spirits. £3,843 ; cheese, £5,517. 
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Decreases.—Bullocks, £21,878; horses, £1,814; beer, £12,009; 
beans, £21,267; caravances, £15,462; saggina, £15,448; charcoal, 
£4,506 ; coal, £384,930; coffee, £5,850; confectionery, £2,519; 
earthenware, £3,921; electrical goods, $2,614; glass, £4,760; barley, 
£3,091 ; leather, £4,736 ; meat, £3,029 ; metals and manufactures 
thereof, £10,449 ; cotton-seed oil, £7, 700; potatoes, £1,953; pulse 
(exclusive of beans and caravances), £2,511; tea, £6,543 ; hosiery, 
£1,996; woollen goods, £11,437; yarns, £7, 072; wines, £2,414; 
wood and timber, £9,183. 


The following table shows the net amount of duty collected. as 
compared with the amount received in 1913-14 :— 














{| 
| Amount | Amount 
Articles. received | received | Increase. | Decrease. 
1913-14. | 1914-15. 

£ £ £ £ 

Beer 18,669 13,965 —_ 4,704 
Bullocks and other animals 

ofthe kind .. 4,817 3,537 —_ 1,280 
Grains : oa 57,051 52,768 _— 4,283 

Manufactured grain ne 38,902 41,718 2,816 —_ 
Horses ee ave 322 171 _ 151 

Meat Fan — 346 346 | — 

Methylated | spirits wie 99 131 32 | _ 

Mules a - 23 55 32 | _ 
Oil .. ae oe oe 2,771 2,279 = 492 

Petroleum .. re Ae 5,630 5,959 329 | — 
Potatoes .. as Aes 2,954 2,525 — 429 
Pulse fee es a's 4,881 3,103 —_ 1,778 

Seeds re ret ay 1,452 1,497 45 | —_ 
Sheep aS a ae 13 —_— eae | 13 

Spirits ae ea a 23,704 23,980 276 | —_ 

Sugar aye ve ee 5,768 5,916 148 —_ 

Tobacco .. Ses Le 10,646 12,001 1,355 —_— 
Varnish .. oe a 30 8 _ 22 

Vinegar... $3 a 32 33 1 _ 
Wine oe ae re 33,199 32,865 _ 334 
Total as ..| £208,084 202,857 | Net decrease 5,227 

(a) 














(a) After deducting amounts paid as drawback on frozen meat in excess 
of duties received during the year. 


The following figures show the imports in the past three years :—- 








1912-13. 1913-14. 1914-15. 

£ Per cent. £ Per cent. £ Per cent. 
United Kingdom.} 1,129,799 43-2 | 1,154,154 46:0 891,306 43°1 
British Colonies. . 103,848 4:0 61,183 24 88,817 4:3 


Foreign Countries| 1,380,919 52°8 | 1,295,597 51°6 | 1,089,694 52°6 





Total ++| £2,614,566 2,510,934 2,069,817 
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Exports. 


The value of exports amounted to £662,412, as against £1,053,854 
in 1913-14, showing a decrease of £391,442 in the year under 
review. 


Details of goods exported during the past three years are given 


below :-~ 











1912-13. 1913-14. 1914-15. 

United Kingdom. £ Percent. £ Percent. £ Percent. 

Local produce ..! 30,149 7 33,166 12-1 25,736 10°4 

Foreign produce .. 15,746 24 18,355 a4 11,021 27 
British Possessions. 

Local produce 13,105 4:2 14,285 52 10,028 4:0 

Foreign produce ..| 1,535 0-2 2,401 0:3 1,824 04 
Foreign Countries. 

Local produce -| 267,118 86-1 226,594 82-7 | 212,307 85°6 

Foreign produce ..' 650,003 97:4 759,053 97:3 | 401,496 96-9 
Total. 

Local produce’ ..| 310,372 274,045 248,071 

Foreign produce ..| 667,284 779,809 414,341 
Total export trade . .! £977,656 1,053,854 662,412 














The principal increases in local exports were the following :— 
Potatoes, £8,705 ; cummin seed, £8,180; onions, £21,511. 


There were decreases under:—Raw cotton, £5,838; flour and 
semola, £8,640; hides and skins, £3,141; textiles (cotton), £4,909 ; 
cigarettes, £6,780; preserved tomatoes, £4,781. 


The exports under the main headings during the past three years 
were as follows :— 

















| 
| 1912-13. 1913-14. 1914-15. 
| £ Per £ Per £ Per 
| cent. cent. cent. 
Food, drink, and : 
tobacco «| 221,646 22-7 192,670 183 | 194,756 29-4 
Raw materials and 
articles mainly | 
unmanufactured ..; 630,538 64:5 749,507 711 | 405,433 61:2 
Manufactured. ' 
articles ' 67,532 69 60,274 57 33,836 51 
Miscellaneous and | | 
unclassified. . oF 57,940 59 51,403 49 28,387 4:3 
Total . | £977,656 1,053,854 662,412 
i 
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SHIPPING. 


The number and tonnage of steamers and sailing vessels which 
entered and cleared during the past two years are as follows :— 














1913-14. 1914-15, Number.| Tonnage. 
y | 
Number} Tonnage |Number| Tonnage |Decrease| Decrease 
Steamers. | 
Entered ..  ../ 2,717 | 5,512,876 | 1,701 | 3,824,906} 1,016 | 1,687,970 
Cleared .| 2,722 | 5,520,447 | 1,700 | 3,824,037 | 1,022 | 1,696,410 
Sailing vessels. 
Entered .. ..| 649 33,217} 508 27,342 141 5,875 
Cleared. : 638 31,072| 504 28,730 134 2,342 
Total. 
Entered .. ../ 3,366 | 5,546,093 | 2,209 | 3,852,248 | 1,157 | 1.693,845 
Cleared. -| 3,360 | 5,551,519] 2,204 | 3,852,767 | 1,156 | 1,698,752 























The nationality of steamers which called at Malta during the years 
1913-14 and 1914-15 was as follows :— 





























Number of Steamers. Tonnage. 
Nationality. an 
1913-14. | 1914-15. 1913-14. 1914-15. 
British 1,169 876 2,846,121 2,357,893 
- Austrian. . : 505* 186* 539,792 194,384 
Belgian .. é 44 24 70,680 38,044 
Danish 8 4 9,895 6,862 
Dutch 119 51 201,368 66,173 
French 61 133 106,681 342,025 
German .. 536 195 1,418,852 518,445 
Hellenic .. 44 43 68,479 62,613 
Ttalian 184 160 186,957 184,185 
Norwegian 21 10 36,881 16,350 
Swedish ..° ‘te 12 12 12,138 26,854 
Other Countries. . 14 7 15,032 11,078 
Total Foreign. , rs 1,548 825 2,666,755 1,467,013 
Total British and 

Foreign 2,717 1,701 5,512,876 3,824,906 








* Including the subsidized mail steamer whose service was discontinued 
on the 10th August, 1914. 


British steamers show decreases of 293 in number (25'1 per cent.) 
and of 488,228 in tonnage (17-2 per cent.). 


Foreign steamers decreased in number by 723 (46°7 per cent.) and 
in tonnage by 1,199,742 (45 per cent.). 
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The following comparative table shows the percentage of tonnage 
of British and foreign steamers which entered and cleared at this port 
during the past two years :— 








Entered. | Cleared. 
With | Without | | with [Without | 
eargo for) cargo for) Total. jcargo for'cargo for, Total. 
Malta. | Malta. | | Malta. | Malta. | 





| T 
1914'1913|1914 














| 
1913/1914 1913|1914 191311914 1913]1914 1913 
~M) 15, —14} ~15) ~14) -15) -14 =) =14| -15) -14) -15 
2 p.c.| p.c.| p.c.| p.c. | p.c. p.e.| p.c. p.c.| .¢. | p.c. | p.c. | P.c. 
British. | 55°2! Be 48°9| 62-9 51-6] 61°7, 53°21 61° BOr7 BA 515) 616 
Foreign ee 39°6. 51°1] 37-1! 48-4] 383 46-8] 38-1 493) 386 48:5 38:4 


| 
The total shipping entered and cleared during the last five years 
is shown below :— 














Entered. Cleared. 
Year. ees Spear SREP —| 
Number.| Tonnage. | Number.| Tonnage. 
1910-11 es oe 3,059 4,337,736 3,048 4,329,301 
1911-12 me ..{ 2,931 4,119,221 2,911 4,121,599 
1912-13 Oo sic 3,485 5,208,478 3,469 5,190,470 
1913-14 He se 3,366 5,546,093 3,360 5,551,519 


1914-15 te .-| 2,209 3,852,248 2,204 3,852,767 





AGRICULTURE. 


The total area of land under cultivation was 41,617 acres, an increase 
of 14 acres over that of the previous year, while the area of uncultivated 
land was estimated at 4,809 acres, as against 4,812 in 1913-14. 


At the end of the vear under review the number of holdings was 
estimated at 11,106 (the average acreage being 3°7 acres per holding), 
as against 11,103 in 1913-14. The principal agricultural products 
were cereals, including wheat, barley, and “mischiato” (a mixture 
of both), forage, potatoes, cummin seed, and onions. The total area 
under cereals was 13,816 acres, as compared with 13,894 acres in the 
previous year, and the total yield in the past two years was as follows : 





Year. | Wheat. Barley. Mischiato. Total. 





| 
Qrs. Qrs. Qrs. Qrs. 
1913-14 ..| 26,338 17,360 6,298 49,996 





| 

1914-15 27,540 14,890 6,530 | 48,960 
| 
| 98,956 
1 


Total : 53,878 32,250 | 12,828 
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The area under beans and other pulse was 2,058 acres, against 
2,323 acres in 1913-14, and the total yield was 4,032 quarters, as 
compared with 3,920 quarters in the previous year. The area planted 
with tubers was 3,673 acres, as against 4,488 acres in 1913-14; and 
the total yield was 578,400 cwts., as compared with 387,122 cwts. in 
1913-14, an increase of 191,278 cwts. The importation of potatoes 
shows a decrease of 15,608 cwts. The quantity imported during 1914— 
15 was 102,654 ewts., of which 62,438 cwts. were used as seed, and 
the rest (40,216 cwts.) consumed locally. 


The area planted with onions was 1,703 acres, as against 1,119 acres 
in 1913-14. The yield amounted to 9,360 tons, as compared with 
6,180 tons in the previous year. 


Cummin seed was planted on 2,359 acres, against 1,546 acres in 
1913-14. The yield amounted to 12,691 cwts., an increase of 4,343 
ewts. on the yield of 1913-14. 


The total quantity of oranges, lemons, and mandarines gathered 
is estimated at 175,000 dozen, as against 167,000 in 1913-14. 


Cotton was grown on 1,006 acres, as against 1,042 acres, and the 
total yield was 196,490 lb. (or an average of 195 lb. per acre), against 
225,860 Ib. (an average of 211 Ib. per acre) in 1913-14. The average 
price per lb. obtained was 67d. The quantity exported -vas40,985 !b., 
chiefly to Italy. There was no exportation of cotton to the United 
Kingdom. 


10,894 acres were under clover, barley green, vetches, etc., as against 
11,108 acres in the previous year. The total yield amounted to 
308,620 loads of ten bundles each, as compared with 389,460 loads in 
1913-14. 


Crops generally were backward up to the middle of March, but were 
much benefited by the unusual rains which fell on thirteen days between 
the 11th March and the 16th April, about 4 inches being registered. 


FIsHERIES. 


Seven hundred and eighty-nine boats are engaged in the fishing 
industry, and the number of hands employed is estimated at three 
thousand one hundred and fifty-six. 


III.—LEGISLATION. 


The number of Ordinances passed by the Legislature during the 
year was 23, the more important being :— 


No. VI. of 1914—“ An Ordinance to prevent the disclosure of 
official documents and information.” The object of this Ordinance 
was to adapt the provisions ot the Official Secrets Act, 1911, to Malta. 
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No. VIII. of 1914.--“ An Ordinance to provide for the temporary 
issue of a Government paper currency.” This is the first of a series 
of emergency enactments passed in consequence of the war. Its object 
was to authorize the issue of a paper currency consisting of notes of a 


denomination of not less than 5s. 


No. IX. of 1914.—“ An Ordinance to regulate aerial navigation 
over these islands.” This Ordinance is an adaptation of the pro- 
visions of the two Imperial Aerial Navigation Acts of 1911 and 1913, 
arranged into one enactment. 


No. X. of 1914.—“ An Ordinance for the regulation of public 
weighers and of weights and measures in use in these islands, and 
other purposes connected therewith.” This Ordinance snpersedes 
for the time being the Metric System Ordinance (Ordinance No. XII. 
of 1910), which was designed to introduce the metric system of weights 
and measures into these islands, but which has not vet been brought 
into force. 


No. XI. of 1914.“ An Ordinance to grant temporarily certain 
powers for controlling trade and. business in respect of food supplies 
and other commodities of primary necessity and regulating the dis- 
tribution thereof.” This is an emergency measure of a temporary 
character necessitated by the abnormal conditions arising out of the 
war. 


No. XII. of 1914.‘ An Ordinance to amend the Criminal Laws.” 
This measure introduces a system of respite tor the payment of fines, 
reduces the minimum fine established by law, facilitates the suppression 
of gaming houses, and penalizes the acceptance by public officers, by 
way of bribes. of any valuable consideration, though not consisting 
of money or other tangible gift. 


No. XIII. of 1914.—“ An Ordinance to make provision tor penalties 
for trading with the enemy.” By this Ordinance statutory sanction 
is given to the provisions of the Royal Proclamation of the 9th 
September, 1914, dealing with trade with the enemy. This Ordinance 
was subsequently amended by Ordinances Nos. XV. and XXI. of 
1914. 

No. XIV. of 1914.—‘‘ An Ordinance to consolidate the laws relating 
to the duties of customs.” This Ordinance consolidates, with some 
amendments, the several enactments relating to the duties on imports, 
and supersedes the fiscal portion of the Malta Revenue and General 
Purposes Order in Council, 1991. the operation of which was limited 
to 14 vears. 


No. XVI. of 1914.—“ An Ordinance to make provision respecting 
stamp duties.” This Ordinance reproduces the provisions of the 
Malta Revenue and General Purposes Order in Council, 1901, relating 
to the levying of stamp duties. 


No. XVIT. of 1914.—“* An Ordinance to amend Article 5 of the laws 
of Organization and Civil Procedure.” This Ordinance re-enacts 
the provision contained in the Malta Revenue and General Purposes 
Order in Council, 1901. relating to the appointment of graduates of 
the Malta University to judicial and magisterial offices. 
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No. XIX. of 1914.—“ An Ordinance to extend temporarily to the 
importation of all goods generally the provisions of section 30 of 
Ordinance No. VI. of 1840.” The object of this Ordinance was to 
enable the Government to prohibit or restrict, for the protection of 
the economic or political interests of these islands, the importation 
of goods suspected to be of enemy origin. 


No. XX. of 1914.—“ An Ordinance to grant temporarily additional 
powers for securing the public safety and the defence of these Islands.” 
This Ordinance vests the Governor with additional powers during 
the war for preventing persons from communicating with the enemy 
and obtaining information for disloyal purposes and for securing the 
public safety and the defence of these islands. 


No. XXII. of 1914.—“ An Ordinance to amend the law relating to 
tonnage and port dues.” This Ordinance authorizes the charging 
of port dues to ships propelled by electricity or other mechanical 
power, and consolidates the existing enactments respecting harbour 
dues. 


No. I. of 1915.—“ An Ordinance to provide temporarily for the 
exemption of certain goods from the payment of customs duties.” 
This measure exempts from payment of customs duties all gifts sub- 
scribed by the general public, or made by individuals, to the troops 
or to individual members of His Majesty’s Forces at present on active 
service in Malta. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 
ELEMENTARY EpvcatTion. 


During the scholastic year, Ist September, 1913 to 31st August, 1914, 
the number of Government day schools comprised 40 boys’ schools 
(31 in Malta and 9 in Gozo), 40 girls’ schools (31 in Malta and 9 in 
Gozo), and 10 infant schools (9 in Malta and 1 in Gozo). The girls’ 
schools generally included infant divisions. 


The average number of scholars on the registers was 20,692 (10,947 
boys and 9,745 girls), and the average attendance 17,588 (9,425 boys 
and 8,163 girls). The percentage of the average attendance to the 
average number on the registers was 85:0. The figures for the previous 
year were 18,892, 16,105, and 85:2 respectively. 


The highest enrolment during the year was 24,697 (12,907 boys 
and 11,790 girls), while the lowest was 16,762 (8,911 boys and 7,851 
girls). The figures for the previous year were 21,845 and 15,880 
respectively. 

On the 31st July, 1914, the schools were attended by 21,800 scholars 
(11,246 boys and 10,554 girls), as against 19,590 in 1913. 
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The average number of pupils on the registers in the drawing classes 
was 723, and the average attendance 496. In the modelling and wood- 
carving classes the figures were 109 and 80, respectively. 


5,052 new scholars were admitted during the year, and 3,620 were 
withdrawn. 


The number of night schools was 38 (29 in Malta and 9 in Gozo), 
with an average enrolment of 2,239 and an average attendance of 
1,248. The corresponding figures for the previous year were 1,846 
and 949. 


The total strength of the teaching staff of the elementary schools 
was 793, and comprised 40 masters, 51 mistresses and 510 assistant 
teachers (220 men and 290 women), 55 monitors, 126 monitresses, 
and 11 teachers for instruction in special subjects (drawing, modelling 
and wood-carving, dress-cutting and lace-making). Twenty-six 
masters and twenty-nine mistresses of the teaching staff have under- 
gone courses of training in England. 


The local training schools were attended by 162 males and 200 
females, as compared with 170 and 196, respectively, in 1913-14. 


The total expenditure on elementary education during the financial 
year 1914-15 was £27,950, as compared with £27,520 in the previous 
year. 


Calculated on the average number of scholars on the registers, the 
average cost per head was 24s. 4d., and calculated on the average 
attendance, 29s. 9d. 


Srconpary Enpucation. 


The attendance in the Lyceum for the scholastic year 1913-14 was 
495. The average percentage of attendance was 94 in the obligatory 
subjects, 85 in the optional subjects, and 63 in the classes of marine 
and electrical engineering. 


The Boys’ Secondary School, Gozo, was attended by 38 pupils, 
who made an average attendance of 95 per cent., as compared with 
an attendance of 51 and a percentage of attendance of 94 in the previous 
year. 


The Girls’ Secondary School, Malta, was attended by 194 pupils, 
as against 187 in the preceding year; the average percentage of 
attendance was 86, as compared with 82. 


The total cost of secondary education was £4,639, and included 
Lyceum (£3,649), Boys’ Secondary School, Gozo (£292), and Girls’ 
Secondary School. Malta (£698): the revenue was £1,266, inclusive 
of £874 from the Lyceum and £392 from the Girls’ Secondary School. 
The average cost per student was £5 15s. 6d. in the Lyceum, £7 18s. 11d. 
in the Secondary School, Gozo, and £1 11s. 6d. in the Girls’ Secondary 
School, Malta. 
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UNIVERSITY. 


The average pumber of students attending the University was 176, 
as compared with 220 in the previous year, and included students in 
Theology (11), Law (18), Medicine (18), Literature and Science (78), 
Pharmacy (25), and Engineering and Architecture (26). 


Sixty candidates entered for the Matriculation examination held in 
1914, of whom 37 were successful. 


The cost of the University, including the Botanic Gardens, was 
£6,029, and the revenue was £1,484; the average cost per student 
was £22 18s. 11d., as compared with £16 10s. 2d. in the previous year. 


V.--GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
Hospirats, ASYLUMS, ETC. 


In 1914-15, 3,407 patients were admitted into the hospitals of 
Malta and Gozo, as against 3,544 for the previous year. There were 
411 deaths, as compared with 398 in 1913-14. In addition to these, 
138,078 persons were attended by the district medical officers at the 
Government dispensaries or at their own residences, as against 140,795. 
in. the previous year. 


There were 777 patients in the Lunatic Asylum on 31st March, 1915. 
The number of admissions was 160; 37 were discharged as cured, 
11 as relieved, 8 not improved, 26 not subjects ior the Asylum. The 
number of deaths was 34. 


The number of inmates in the Leper Hospital increased from 108 
on 31st March, 1914, to 109 at the end of the year. The number of 
deaths was 15. 


The recipients of relief at the Poor Houses at Malta and Gozo and 
the Orphan Asylum were 1,111, as compared with 1,357 in the 
preceding year. 


The number of persons receiving outdoor relief during the year 
was 4,031. 


The total cost of the charitable institutions in Malta and Gozo 
(exclusive of works) was £71,917. 


Savines Bank. 


The number of Repos in the Savings Bank on 31st March, 1915, 
was 6,862. 


The Bank’s liabilities were made up of £508,977 due to depositors, 
and of £15,000 due for advances out of the Note Fund, making up- 
a total of £523,997. Of this amount a sum of £521,882 was invested 
in British and Colonial securities and in the Monte di Pieta. 
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The deposits made during the year amounted to £114,761 and the 
withdrawals to £151,946, as against £104,933 and £116,066, respectively, 
in 1913-14. 


The revenue derived from interest on invested funds, unappropriated 
interest, and sale of passbooks was £16,824, whilst the expenses of 
management and interest to depositors amounted to £11,097, leaving 
a net profit of £5,727. 


In the Gozo Savings Bank there were 724 depositors on the 31st 
March, 1915, the total amount standing to their credit being £53,358. 
The deposits made during the year amounted to £4,281, and the 
withdrawals to £14,533, as compared with £8,902 and £14,884, 
respectively, in the previous year. 


VI—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


Poticr. 


The establishment of the police on 31st March, 1915, was 35 officers 
and 494 non-commissioned officers and men, and the actual strength 
was 29 officers and 483 non-commissioned officers and men. 


The total cost of the police for the year 1914-15 was £31,969, made 
up of £27,127 for personal emoluments and £4,842 for other charges. 


Prisons. 


The total number of persons committed, exclusive of debtors, was 
4,944, of whom 3,987 were males and 957 females. The following is a 
comparative statement of committals for the past two years :— 


1913-14. 1914-15. 


Malta— 
Criminal prisoners. . .. 8,182 4,379 
Debtors is ee ne 8 9 
Gozo— 
Criminal prisoners... es: 803 565 


Total .. 0... 8,998 4,958 


The number of persons sentenced to imprisonment with or without: 
hard labour was 788, as against 589 in the previous year. The number 
of prisoners under detention (not confined in association with prisoners 
under hard labour or imprisonment) was 3,591, as against 7,593 in 
1913-14. 


The juvenile offenders were 583, as compared with 895 in 1913-14. 
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The general health of the prisoners was good. Thirty prisoners were 
admitted to the prison infirmary during the year, and the daily average 
on the sick-list, including prisoners on medical diet not admitted into 
the infirmary, was 62°9, as against 37°88 in the previous year. 


No deaths occurred during the year. 


The number of offences against discipline by prisoners was 1,312, 
as compared with 1,505 in 1913-14. 


The prisoners were employed on various kinds of work, e.g., pumping 
water, stone-breaking, cultivation of prison lands, manufacturing coir 
mats, cleaning, washing, making and mending clothing and bedding 
for the prison; and those who knew a trade were employed on 
tinsmith work, painting, white-washing, masonry, and carpentry. 


The total cost of the prisons in the two islands was £5,588. 


CRIMINAL AND JuDIcIAL STATISTICS. 


The number of offences reported to the police was 35,092, as against 
°35,570 in 1913-14, a decrease of 478. 


They may be classified as follows :— 


Homicide es 2 a is $0 3 
Other offences against the person .. is 5,176 
Offences against the good order of families 128 
Offences against property .. 24 ~ 4,379 
Other offences. . Sy Ar oe .. 25,406 

35,092 


The number of offences dealt with by the Court of Judicial Police 
in Malta and Gozo was 25,789, as shown below :— 











| Malta. Gozo. Total. 
Crimes u 1,063 49 1,112 
Contraventions | 22,710 1,967 24,677 
Total | 23,773 2,016 25,789 

l 





The number of offences not dealt with by the Courts was 9,303, 
or 26 per cent. of the total number reported to the police, while the 
number of crimes the perpetrators of which were not discovered was 
117, or 6:06 per cent. of the total number reported, which was 1,928. 





In connection with the offences dealt with by the Courts of 
Judicial Police, 25,789 persons were summoned before the magistrates, 
‘as compared with 23,980 in the previous year, an increase of 1,809. 
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They were dealt with as follows :— 
Summarily convicted 


Committed for trial 
Acquitted . 


Discharged for want of ‘evidence or in default of 


prosecution 


19 


25,789: 


The persons summarily convicted were dealt with as follows :— 


Imprisoned .. 

Fined ee 

Fined and imprisoned 
Bound over . 

Admonished , . 7 
Awarded other punishments 


4,185 
13,508 
50 
548 
6,413 
33 
24,737 


The number of persons admonished was 6,413, or 25°9 per cent. of 
the number of summary convictions, as against 21 per cent. in the 


previous year. 


One hundred and nine persons were tried by jury during the year 


1914-15, as against 149 in 1913-14. 


The results were as follows :— 


1913-14. 1914-15. 


Convicted .. es -. 120° 77 
Acquitted 29 32 
149 109 


The offences in respect of which conviction was secured 


classified as follows :— 


Wilful homicide 
Manslaughter . . is 
Attempted homicide .. 


Other offences against the person i 


Robbery with violence 
Other offences against property 


Offences against the goodie order of families 


False evidence 
Miscellaneous offences 


Total 


ia Doe 
SH ASwanmreH 


} a 


may be. 
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One thousand three hundred and twelve cases were instituted in 
the Civil Court, First Hall, as against 1,461 in the previous year, of 
which 497 were for the determination of a point of fact or law 
(unliquidated claims), and the rest for the recovery of specific sums 
of money amounting in the aggregate to £52,841. 


Jn the Commercial Court 632 cases were introduced, as compared 
with 759 in 1913-14, of which 148 cases were for the determination of 
a point of fact or law (unliquidated claims), and the rest for the recovery 
of stated sums of money amounting in the aggregate to £22,559. 


The business transacted in the Civil Court, Second Hall, was as 
follows :— 


Applications disposed of .. ay cu 1288 
Secret wills deposited we vs oy 42 
Secret wills withdrawn es ie = 12 
Deposits made oh he noe a £47 


VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 


The civil population of 1st April, 1915 was estimated at 218,542, 
as against 216,879 on Ist April, 1914. 


The total number of births in the last two years was as follows :— 


1913-14. 1914-15. 





Males ae ~ en | B18 3,717 
Females Ss a ... 8,876 3,236 
Total ae ec F168 6,953 





The birth-rate in the year under review was 31°81 per mille, as 
compared with 33°02 per mille in the previous year. The average 
birth-rate for the past twelve years was 36°36 per mille. 


The total number of deaths reported was as follows :— 


1913-14. 1914-15. 


Males oy re te B84 2,361 
Females ee ia .. 2,426 2,208 





Total .. -. 5,150 4,569 
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The death-rate in 1914-15 was 20°90 per mille, as against 23°61 in 
1913-14, while the average death-rate for the past decade (1905-15) 
‘was 19°40 per mille. 


The number of marriages was 1,121, as compared with 1,235 in the 
previous year. 


The general state of health of the islands during the year was very 
good. 


The following table gives the number of cases of infectious diseases 
and the number of deaths from each disease, including cases and deaths 
in the fleet and garrison, during the past two years :— 

















1913-14. 1914-15. 
Number | Number.| Number Number 
of cases. | of deaths. | of cases. | of deaths. 
Chicken-pox a aie 94 | _ 107 1 
Diphtheria . . ys P| 40 8 34 12 
Enteric Fever Ss SHI 566 107 439 63 
Erysipelas .. ne Pe 86 12 69 5 
Puerperal Fever .. re 6 1 20 4 
Influenza .. ea a 40 2 264 1 
Malarial Fever... Be 22 _— 6 1 
Measles... my a 13 _ 8 —_ 
Undulant Fever .. a 343 25 | 325 22 
Scarlet Fever ws ia 8 _— 13 1 
Small-pox .. om 405 
“‘Tubercular Phthisis ae 231 199 210 176 
Whooping-cough .. --| 1,849 72 63 5 
Epidemic cerebro-spinal 
fever ee ate es _ = 2 1 
Total .. as «| 3,298 426 1,560 292 

















The total number of cases of undulant fever reported from the fleet 
and garrison was only 3. The number of goats and sheep found 
infected and destroyed during the year was 403 out of a total of 7,415 
examined. 


All cases of malarial fever shown in the table were contracted abroad. 
Four thousand three hundred and twenty-eight persons were 
successfully vaccinated. 


The death-rate among children under twelve months was 242-48 
per 1,000 births, as against 268-28 in the previous year. The death- 
rate of children under five years was 89°19 per 1,000 of the population 
at that age as compared with 105°43 in the previous year. 
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The meteorological returns for 1914-15 are summarised in the 
following table :— 






































Temperature. Rainfall. Wind. 
A Bg = 
3 . (see ae | os 
3 on ei 2 | Ss 
gy lSulzalgoige/SSlee] 33 Be 
Lt a= 3} o 
SESE slesizelss| da as 
1914. 
April .. as 131: 0,74: 561-2l10- alse: 40- o2ls2- a E. & N.W. 39 
May .. « - {129° 0/78- 156: 5} 8° 2}65-3.0- 04/78: 7) N.W. & N. 4:0 
June .. « + {132° 0/86- 0 60- 5/10- 2\69- 7) — 71-2, N. W.& N. 3:0 
July .. « - 188° 0/89 2 66° 5}10- 9/73- 9, — /73-8 N. W. & E. 31 
August « -|138: 0/86: 0 68: 4/16: 6/75: 10° 0776-4! N.W. & N.N.W. | 2°5 
September . . /141-0/83- 862-0} 9° 6/722 1-34'70- 5, N.N.W. & N.W. | 2°8 
October . . |134°0/77°061- 2} 5: 8168-6 2-03.76' 1 W. & N.W. 2:7 
November _ ..|131-0/75- 250: 9/10- 1161-73-4979- 1 N.W. & N.N.W. | 3:0: 
December . {140° 0166 oe 8} 3-956-311-0788: 5 W.N.W. & N.W.| 3°5 
1915. | 
January . . [142° 0/68°945- 5) 9° 2)54-31 79856 N.W. & W.N.W.| 3:8. 
February . [141+ 0)65- 3.43- 0/11 0153-02 09 86-4 N.W. & N.N.W. | 3-4 
March .. . .|139- 0/79° 3. 46- 0/56: 9/56: 0 1: 50 86-4, N.W. & W. 3:0 
| 
The highest temperature in the shade was 91:0° at Casal Crendi 
and St. Paul’s Bay on the 23rd June, and the lowest 40° at Casal 


Zebbug, Gozo, on the 2nd February. The mean temperature for the 
year was 63°7°, as compared with 65:2° in 1913-14. 


The mean temperature for the summer months of June, July, 
August and September, was 72°7°. In 1913-14 it was 752°. The 
mean temperature for the winter months of January, February, and 
March was 54°4°, or 0'2° higher than that of the preceding year. 


The total rainfall was 13-44 inches, or 11°671 inches lower than: 
that of 1913-14. Rain fell on 67 days. 


The prevailing winds were: N.W. on 81 days, E. on 38 days, 8.W. 
on 37 days, W. on 32 days, and N. on 29 days. The average velocity 
of the wind was 9°6 miles per hour. The average number of hours. 
of bright sunshine per day was 7°1, as compared with 7°9 in 1913-14. 


Two local earthquakes were registered, on the 19th and 23rd March ; 
23 shocks from distant centres of disturbance were recorded by the 
Milne Seismograph. 
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VIII.—POSTAL AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


Details of the postal matter dealt with in the past two years are 
given in the following table :— 





| 1913-14. 1914-15. 





| Received. | Despatched. | Received. | Despatched. 
| 
! 
| 
\ 





\ 
| 
Letters ..  —..|. 1,999,790 | 2,602,418 i 


2,445,817 3,143,041 
Post Cards | 313,157 234,845 384,477 259,818 
Printed Matter ..| 844,155 818,012 751,065 | 1,004,462 
Parcels .. ne 50,412 19,000 68,037 | 15,531 





3,207,514 3,674,275 3,649,396 4,422,852 





6,881,789 8,072,248 


The total number of mails received during the year was 4,786, and 
the number despatched 3,039, as against 7,416 and 5,638, respectively, 
in 1913-14. 


The total number of registered articles received and despatched was 
128,323, as against 165,573 in the previous year, a decrease of 37,250. 


The total number of money orders issued and paid in the Colony 
was 18,412 (£97,594), and the total number of postal orders issued and 
paid was 98,534 (£54,883). 


The total number of parcels received and despatched was 83,568, 
as against 69,412 in 1913-14, showing an increase of 14,156. 


The total length of aerial telephone wires belonging to the Melita 
Telephone Exchange is 785 miles. 


IX.--GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The gross revenue of the Railway during 1914-15 was £6,314, as 
against £6,564 in 1913-14; and the expenditure, including additions 
and renewals (£359), was £6,561, a net loss of £247 on the year’s working. 
ea to the above £116 was expended on the Railway Technical 
School. 


The revenue derived from water supplied, laying house services, 
and rent of meters was £20,971, as compared with £19,378 in 1913-14. 
693,000,000 gallons of water were consumed in 1914-15, as against. 
681,000,000 gallons in the previous year. 
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The revenue derived from the electric lighting installation was 
£18,781, as compared with £18,933 in 1913-14. The capital outlay 
on 31st March, 1915 was £79,099, and the profit on the year’s working 
after deducting interest was £7,203 (or 971 per cent.). The total 
number of units generated (exclusive of central station units) was 
1,025,157, as compared with 1,041,055 units generated in 1913-14. 


The total number of passports issued during the year was 981, as 
against 2,029 in the previous year. The number of passports issued 
for Australia, Canada, and Northern Africa in the past two years is 
shown below :— 


1913-14. 1914-15. 








Australia .. is 2 433, 215 
Canada aS a ee 642 20 
Northern Africa .. ah 493 315 
Total .. .. 1,568 550 
T have, &c., 
H. A. Byatt, 


Lieutenant-Governor and 
Chief Secretary to Government. 
His Excellency 
The Governor. 
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The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 


the sources indicated on the title page :— 





ANNUAL. 

Colony, &c. Year. 
Falkland Islands . 1913 
Malta . 1913-1914 
Trinidad and Tobago $5 
Jamaica is 
Northern Nigeria. 1913 
Grenada ‘5 e 
Zanzibar .. ra 
Barbados .. es 1913-1914 
Southern Nigeria. . 1913 
Mauritius . : ” 
British Hoaduras. & 
Colonial Survey Committee 1913-1914 
Tongan Islands Protectorate As 
Swaziland. . : a SF 
Uganda 33 
Nyasaland oy 
British Guiana : . 
Imperial Bureau of Entomology 1914 
St. Vincent . oe 4 1913-1914 
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Straits Settlements 1913 
Cayman Islands .. 1913-1914 
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Weihaiwei.. rh 
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Fiji ” 
Bahamas .. 1914-1915 
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Grenada .. 1914-1915 
Bermuda .. 1914 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
Colony, &c. Subject. 





Northern Nigeria 


Nyasaland 

Southern Nigeria .. 
Imperial Institute .. 
Southern Nigeria 
West Indies .. 


Southern Nigeria 
Southern Nigeria 
Ceylon as 
Imperial Institute |! 
Southern Nigeria 

St. Vincent .. 





Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

Mineral Survey, 1910. 

Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, &c. 

Mineral Survey, 1911. 

Mineral Survey, 1912. 

Mineral Survey. 

Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 

Mineral Survey, 1913. 

Roads and Land Settlement. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS—-ANNUAL. 


REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK FOR 1914. 


I,—FINANCES 


The revenue for the year amounted to $11,007,273, being 
$1,254,313 more than the estimate and $2,494,964 more than the 
revenue for the previous year. 


Compared with the returns for 1913 there were increases under 
every head with the exception of Light Dues, Post Office, Mis- 
cellaneous Receipts, and Land Sales. ‘Interest’ remained at nil. 


The expenditure amounted to a totalof $10,756,225, inclusive 
of a sum of $1,639,595 spent on Public Works Extraordinary. 


The detailed figures for 1914 are set out in the following 
statements :— 


Heads of Revenue. 


$ 

Light Dues ee ae on 90,397.87 
Light Dues, Special ‘Astneenene oe .. 103,667.97 
Licences and Internal Revenue not otherwise 

specified he te «. 7,979,439,.51 
Fees of Court or Office, Payments for Specific 

purposes, and Reimbursements in Aid .. 727,777.59 
Post Office os ae a .. 398,426.38 
Kowloon-Canton Saikeay: ae F 381,313.28 
Rent of Government EroneNy: Las iad 

Houses ? 936,648.02 
Tnterest 


Miscellaneous Hiseinta se ee ae .. 124,416.04 
Torat (Ordinary), .. .. 10,742,086.66 
Land Sales (Premia on New Leases) .. .» 265,186.43 


Toran .. as o $11,007,273.09 


HONG Kona, 1914. 


Expenditure. 


Governor 


8 
85,986.29 


Colonial Secretary’: 8 Department and Legislature 70,894.40 


Secretariat for Chinese Affairs .. 
Audit Department 

Treasury ‘ 
Harbour Master’s Department . ae 


Imports and Exports ieee 


Royal Observatory 
Miscellaneous Services .. 
Judicial and Legal Departments 
Police and Prison Departments 
Medical Departments 

Sanitary Department 


Botanical and Forestry Department 


Education . 
Military Expenditure 
Public Works Department 


Do. Recurrent 
Do. Robey 
Post Office 


Kowloon-Canton Railw: ay 

Charge on account of Public Debt 
Pensions : 
Charitable Services 


TotTaL 


51,178.04 
32,697.22 
66,943.60 
176,287.98 
991,096.46 
25,398.31 
945,131.62 
259,181.94 
933,156.52 
230,896.86 
353,521.53 
49,076.14 
292,820.83 
» 1,886,346.31 
414,510.57 
567,100.18 
| 1,639,594.72 
371,646.06 
274,366.39 
705,808.50 
305,030.61 
27,553.74 


$10,756,224.82 


The surplus on the year’s working was $251,048, and the 
balance of assets and liabilities showed on the 31st December a sum 


of $2,910,474 in the Colony’s favour. 


The following is a statement of the revenue and expenditure of 


the Colony for the five years 1910-1914 :— 


Revenue. 

$ 
1910 6,960,861 
1911 7,497,231 
1912 8,180,694 
1913 .. 8,512,308 
1914 . 11,007,273 


Expenditure. 
$ 


6,907,113 
7,077,177 
7,202,553 
8,658,012 
10,756, 225 


The capital ananieie on the British section of the Kowloon- 
Canton Railway during 1914 was $574,429, chiefly in connection with 
the erection of a terminal station and purchase of rails, locomotives, 
and rolling stock. The total expenditure on this account amounted 


at the end of the year to a sum of $14,095,661. 


The amount of the consolidated loan stands at £1,485,732, and in 
addition the advances by, and drafts on, the Crown Agents for Railway 
Construction amounted at the end of the year to £109,404. Against 
these items there is at credit of the Sinking Fund a sum of £186,294 
and there is a balance of £128,479 unpaid in respect of the loan to the 


late Viceroy of Wuchang. 


(C193) 
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No new taxation was imposed during the year. The farm system 
in connection with Opium revenue was abolished from Ist March and 
direct. Government control substituted therefor. 

For the year commencing Ist July, 1914, a new valuation was made 
of the whole Colony, with the exception of some of the outlying small 
Chinese villages. 

Increases. 

The City of Victoria, $170,833 or 16-69 per cent. 

The Hill District, $23,700 or 7-93 per cent. 

Shaukiwan, Saiwanho, and Quarry Bay, $6,992 or 1:88 per cent. 
Hong Kong Villages, $31, 501 or 23°61 per cent. 

Yaumati, $63,275 or 24°11 per cent. 

Mongkoktsui, $39,985 or 25°51 per cent. 

Hung Hom and Hok Un, $3,676 or 1:24 per cent. 

Kowloon Point, $76,550 or 15-02 per cent. 

New Kowloon, $13,934 or 15:80 per cent. 

Kowloon Villages, $5,845 or 6°92 per cent. 

The rateable value of the whole Colony amounted to $14,410,103, 
being an increase of $1,974,291 or equal to 15°87 per cent. over the 
value of the previous year. 

For the period 1905-1914 the assessment of the whole Colony has 
tisen from $10,511,163 to $14,410,103, an increase in value of 37:09 
per cent. 

The circulation on the 3lst December of notes of the three Banks 
having authorised issues was as follows :— 


Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank -. $23,482,903 
Chartered Bank of India, Australia, and China 6,071,633 
Mercantile Bank of India an 2% 1,308,191 

$30,862,727 


Th» currency of the Colony consists, in addition to the notes of 
these banks, of British, Hong Kong, and Mexican dollars and of 
subsidiary coin. 


Foreign note circulation has wholly ceased. 


The rate of discount on Hong Kong subsidiary coin, as compared 
with notes, varied during 1914 between the following limits :— 


50 cent pieces, 1} per cent. to 132 per cent. 
0 2 


2 2 ” » 19 ,, 
10 % 24 ” » 198, 
See en meee Shy 
Copper coin, par pen . 


Compared however with the Mexican dollar which is the standard 
of the Colony the variations were as follows :— 
50 cent pieces a per cent. to 34 per cent. 
0 ” oo» 3 ” 
10 nO 2 oo» 9 ” 
5 2 


» » & » 


” 
Copper coin, par. 
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It will be seen therefore that Bank notes were at a premium varying 
from par (in January) to 10} per cent. (in December). 

The total issue of these coins, less those demonetized, now amounts 
to $31,392,720 nominal value, and they were up to the year 1905 
readily absorbed at par, large quantities being taken by the neigh- 
bouring provinces of China. During 1914 ten cent pieces of the face 
value of $5,000,000 were shipped to England for purposes of 
demonetization. The discount which has prevailed since 1905 may 
be attributed to the immense quantity of similar coin which has 
latterly been minted at Canton as well as to the amount of Hong 
Kong coin minted largely in excess of the needs of the Colony by 
itself. In 1905 the Hong Kong Government ceased to issue any 
subsidiary coin and in 1906 it began a policy of demonetizing all its 
subsidiary coin received as revenue. This policy has been con- 
tinuously followed since except during a brief period in 1911. Coin 
to the face value of $12,607,459 has thus been redeemed. The total 
issue by the Hong Kong Government was of the face value of about 
$44,000,000. It is thought that half of that amount has dropped 
out of circulation. 

Ordinance No. 15 of 1913, which was passed to prohibit the circulation 
of foreign silver coin, came into force on Ist March. 


II.—TRADE AND SHIPPING, INDUSTRIES, FISHERIES, 
AGRICULTURE, AND LAND. 


(a.)—SHIPPING AND TRADE. 


The total of the shipping entering and clearing at ports in the 
Colony during the year 1914 amounted to 517,439 vessels, of 36,756,951 
tons, which, compared with the figures for 1913, shows an increase of 
27,211 vessels, with a decrease of 986,031 net register tons. 


Of the above, 51,214 vessels, of 25,279,624 tons, were engaged in 
foreign trade, as compared with 47,520 vessels, of 25,821,652 tons, 
in 1913, and were distributed as follows:— ~ 





1913. 1914. 1913. 1914, 
Numbers. Numbers.| Tonnage. Tonnage. 
British _ ocean- | 
going ships .. 88% 83% | 327% 33:0 % 
Foreign _ocean- 
going ships .. 99 8-2 | 360 33°9 
British river 
steamers ise 14:0 13-0 15°8 159 
Foreign river | 
steamers... 3:8 35 | 3-6 36 
Steam-launches 
(under 60 tons) 95 13°4 0-7 1:0 
Trading junks.. 54:0 53°6 11-2 12°6 
100-0 1000 100°0 100-0 








N.B.—The movements of fishing junks are not included in the 
above figures. 
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Of vessels of European construction, 4,222 ocean steamers, 4 
sailing ships, 4,213 river steamers, and 3,403 steam-launches entered 
during the year, giving a daily average entry of 32:4 ships, as com- 
pared with 29:9 in 1913, and 28°7 in 1912. 


The average tonnage of individual ocean vessels entering the 
port has increased from 2,577°5 tons to 2,612°1 tons. That of British 
ships has decreased from 2,742 tons to 2,636°3 tons, while that of 
foreign ships has increased from 2,453°7 tons to 2,590°2 tons. 


During the past twenty years, the average tonnage of ocean-going 
vessels has increased from 1,327:7 tons to 2,003 tons. 


The average tonnage of river steamers entered during the year 
has decreased from 598°6 tons to 582°1 tons. That of British river 
steamers has decreased from 616'2 tons to 600°4 tons, and that of 
foreign river steamers has decreased from 533°2 tons to 513°5 tons. 


A comparison between the years 1913 and 1914 shows an increase 
in British ocean-going shipping of 55 ships, or 1°3 per cent., and a 
decrease of 127,841 tons, or 15 per cent. This is due to the fact that 
so many large ships were taken off the run, being employed as trans- 
ports, etc., since the war began. 


British river steamers have increased by 19 ships, or 0°3 per cent., 
and decreased by 87,923 tons, or 2°1 per cent. This is explained by a 
reduction in tonnage of the large vessels on the Canton run, by reason 
of the amendments to the measurement Regulations. 


Foreign ocean-going vessels decreased by 480 ships of 680,413 tons, 
or 10°2 per cent. in numbers and 7°3 per cent. in tonnage. This may 
be ascribed almost entirely to the disappearance of the German and 
Austrian flags since the commencement of the war. But this decrease 
does not approach that which should result from that disappearance, 
(540 ships of 1,069,142 tons is the net decrease under those two flags 
since the war broke out), the balance being adjusted by large increases 
under the Japanese and Norwegian flags. 


Foreign river steamers are responsible for a decrease of 3 ships 
of 36,058 tons, or 0°16 per cent. in numbers and 3°8 per cent. in tonnage. 
This is due to a slight falling off in the river passenger traffic since 
August. 


Steam launches in foreign trade show the enormous increase of 
2,282 ships of 62,980 tons, or 502 per cent. in numbers and 33°3 per 
cent. in tonnage. This may be ascribed to the fact, that, in former 
years, as was discovered about a year ago, many of the launches on 
the run to the Eastward failed to report their arrivals or departures, 
but, owing to better supervision, this has now ceased. 


Junks in foreign trade show an increase of 1,821 vessels of 327,227 
tons or 7'1 per cent. in numbers and 11°3 per cent. in tonnage. The 
figures given do not show nearly all the movements of the trading 
junks, as will appear later. 
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In local trade (i.e., trade between places within the waters of the 
Colony) there appears an increase under steam launches of 32,736 
vessels, or 5'2 per cent., and a decrease of 441,148 tons, or 4'1 per cent., 
while in junks there is an increase of 1,781 vessels or 6°7 per cent. 
with a decrease of 2,855 tons, or 0°2 per cent. The causes of this are 
identical with those mentioned in the case of foreign trade junks, 
and the effect is well shown by the fact that, since the outbreak of the 
war, the reported arrivals and departures of local trade junks have 
increased by well over 100 per cent. compared with the corresponding 
period of 1913. 


The above figures do not, however, show the real state of affairs, 
inasmuch that many conditions have materially altered since the 
outbreak of war, early in August. In the remarks which follow, the 
year is divided into two parts—the first seven months, before the war, 
and the last five months, since war was declared,—and confined to the 
ocean-going shiping, which alone was seriously affected by the war. 


First Seven Months.—A continuation, more especially in British 
vessels, of the steady incvease which has beea noted during past years, 
amounting, in the case of British ships, to 206 ships of 408,109 tons, 
or 8°5 per cent. in numberr and 84 per cent. in tonnage, compared 
with 6°4 per cent. and 8'6 per cent. respectively in 1913. 


Foreign ocean-goiag vessels increased by 119 ships of 624,458 tons 
or 4'4 per cent. in numters, and 11°9 per cent. in tonnage, compared 
with 7°1 per cent. and 7'9 per cent. respectively in 1913. 


The avezage tonnage of the British ships entering decreased from 
1,995°2 to 1,992°4, while that of foreigners increased from 1,948°9 to 
2,080.9. 


A large decrease shown in the junk trade, which amounts to 1,731 
vessels (8°5 per cent.) of 28,122 tons (1°3 per cent.), is, for reasons 
which will appear later, not borne out by facts, but is really due to 
the increasing habit on the part of the junk masters of failing to report 
themselves. 


Last Five Months.—The effect of the war in the ocean trade of the 
port is apparent. In British ocean-going vessels there is a decrease 
of 152 ships of 537,790 tons, or 85 per cent. in numbers and 14:9 
per cent. in tonnage. 


Foreign ocean-going shipping decreased by 601 ships of 1,306,957 
tons, or 30:2 per cent. in numbers and 32°3 per cent. in tonnage. Of 
this, the practical extinction of German and: Austrian tonnage is 
responsible for 27'2 per cent. in numbers and 26°4 per cent. in tonnage, 
while the remaining 3 per cent. and 5:9 per cent. represent the net 
result of increases and decreases under other flags. Here are found 
increases under Norwegian (17-4 per cent. in numbers and 22°6 per 
cent. in tonnage, compared with the figures tor the corresponding 
period of 1913), and Chinese (4°5 per cent. in numbers and in tonnage), 
while under the Dutch flag an increase of 8°9 per cent. in tonnage is 
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combined with a decrease of 7'2 per cent. in numbers. Decreases are 
shown under Russian (64°7 per cent. in numbers and 68°3 per cent. in 
tonnage), Portuguese (30°5 per cent. in numbers and 20°3 per cent. in 
tonnage), United States (24°1 per cent. in numbers and 22°2 per cent. 
in tonnage), Danish (20 per cent. in numbers and 11‘1 per cent. in 
tonnage. French shipping remains constant in numbers but decreases 
by 25°1 per cent. in tonnage, Swedish, while increasing by 20 per cent. 
in numbers, declines by 38°9 per cent. in tonnage, and Italian shipping 
disappears altogether. 


The average tonnage of foreign ships entering has decreased to 
1,977. 


In the junk trade there is the enormous increase of 3,552 vessels of 
355,349 tons, or 54'2 per cent. in numbers and 46°1 per cent. in tonnage. 
It is obvious that no such phenomenal alteration can have taken place 
in the trade since the outbreak of war, but the explanation is simple. 
Since war commenced, no vessel can enter or leave the harbour without 
reporting herself, by reason of the Examination service, so that, of 
the junks trading with Victoria Harbour, which means about 90 per 
cent. of those trading with the Colony, we are now able to account for 
all, which was very obviously not the case before. 


The actual numbers of individual ocean-going vessels of European 
construction entering during 1914 was 825, of which 385 were British 
and 440 were foreign. In 1913 the corresponding figures were 791,361 
British and 430 foreign. 


These 825 ships measured 2,155,018 tons. They entered 4,226 
times, and gave a collective tonnage of 8,468,609 tons. Thus, 34 more 
ships entered 221 less times, and gave a collective tonnage reduced by 
405,197 tons, an average of 1,833°4 tons per entry. 


The 385 British ships carried 3,766 British officers and 12 foreign 
officers, the latter consisting of 5 U.S.A., 2 Dutch, 2 Danish, 2 German, 
and 1 Norwegian. 


Thus, the proportion of foreign officers in British ships was 0:32 
per cent. comprising 5 nationalities, an increase of 0°02 per cent. with 
an increase in the number of officers and of ships. 


The 440 foreign ships carried 3,082 officers, of whom 94 were British, 
as follows : — ; 


1913. 1914 
Tn Chinese ships .. “ te 94 84 
», Japanese ships te “s 10 - 6 
,», United States ships .. Ae 4 4 
» French ships .. oe RS 2 0 
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Thus, 3°05 per cent, of the officers serving in foreign ships were of 
British nationality, with an increase in number of officers and of ships. 


The nationality of the crews in British and in foreign ships was as 
follows :— 





j j 
Vessers. | British | U.S.A. anp 


ASIATICS. 
| CREW. EUROPEANS. 


1913. | 1914. 1913.' 1914. | 1913.| 1914./ 1913. | 1914. 























British --| 361 385 24,728 24,264 1,022) 866 |134,220| 135,214 
Foreign ..|_ 430 | 440 | 1,430, 1,571|31,447 24, 428 |126,923 | 118,268 
| | | 
| | | 
‘Total val 991 | 825 an 25805 32,469 | \25, 294 |261,143 | 252,482 
TRADE. 


It is once more necessary to call attention to the extreme inaccuracy 
of the reports by masters of ships of cargo carried. There being no 
Customs, or other staff, to compile accurate statistics, the attached 
figures are dependent upon these reports, although in some cases more 
reliable information was obtainable. 


Imports. 


The amount reported was 4,727,036 tons compared with 4,956,125 
tons in 1913, a decrease of 229,089 tons, or 4°6 per cent., which, con- 
sidering the circumstances attending the last five months of the year 
under review,—the total withdrawal from the run of all vessels under 
the German and Austrian flags ;_ the loss (or, at least, the non-delivery) 
of the cargoes consigned to the Colony in many of such vessels; the 
risks run by neutral and allied shipping during the early months of the 
war by reason of the German cruisers then at large; and the general 
sense of insecurity felt by both shippers and importers,—may be 
considered remarkably small. 


Increases are shown under the headings Beans, Coal, Cotton, Flour, 
Hemp, Bulk Kerosene, and Liquid Fuel, while there are decreases 
reported in Case Oil, Rattans, Rice, Timber, and General. 


Coal.—There was an increase of 171,664 tons, or 15:1 per cent., the 
increase being uniformly spread over the whole year. There was a 
very large increase in the imports of Welsh coal, which, however, 
bear a very small proportion to the total imports. Japanese coal fell 
off and Chinese increased, while a small quantity of Australian coal 
found its way to the Colony in one of the prizes. 


Cotton, Yarn, and Piece Goods.—Here is an increase of 3,541 tons, 
or 87 per cent. This is not a real increase, but is only apparent, 
being due to the reported falling off in 1913 having been greatly in 
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excess of facts. As a matter of fact, 1914 proved a bad year for this 
trade in the Colony, and for staple goods there was so little demand 
that the imports declined. The causes which led to this were, in the 
early part of the year, a heavy fall in prices and in exchange. In May 
and June, however, trade revived, and there seemed every prospect 
of a sustained improvement, when the floods inland caused a severe 
set-back. Then came the war, which had a most deleterious effect 
on the trade inland, and increased freights acted as a further deterrent 
to importers. Added to these, the general financial state of China 
throughout the year has been far from encouraging. 


Flour.—There is an increase reported of 12,504 tons or 18°4 per cent. 


As in Cotton, this increase is due to errors and omissions in the ship- 
masters’ reports in 1913. From enquiries made, there was actually 
a falling off of 16,713 tons, or 15-4 per cent., the reasons for which are 
directly due to the war. 


It appears that the bulk of the imports arrive here in the later months 
of the year, shipments in large quantities commencing from America 
in August. This year, on account of the war, the demand for flour 
at the seat of the war was far above the average, with the result that 
prices soared to unprecedented heights. One brand, whose usual 
price is $2.30 per bag, now fetches $4.10. At the same time, freight 
doubled. Before the outbreak of war, imports were above the average. 


Hemp.—Here is shown an increase of 3,010 tons, or 17°3 per cent. 
It is possible that these figures approach the truth, as, during the first 
seven months of the year, conditions were very favourable to the trade, 
prices and freights ruling low, while in 1913 prices were very high. 
During these months before the war, the figures show an increase of 
7,011 tons, or 73°8 per cent., while during the last five months a decrease 
of 4,001 tons, or 51°3 per cent. appears. This is confirmed by the fact 
that on the outbreak of war the market in Manila collapsed, and all 
business came to a standstill. Later, however, matters improved, 
and by the end of the year the market had practically resumed normal 
conditions. 

Kerosene Oil.—Bulk Oil shows an increase of 21,328 tons, or 38 per 
cent., while Case Oil shows a decrease of 4,422 tons, or 9 per cent. 


As explained last year, there is not very much significance in increases 
or decreases in either type of oil, so long as there is no large fluctuation 
in the joint total. During 1914, the market in both case and bulk oil 
showed a satisfactory rise, demand slightly increasing, with fair prices 
and freights, until after the war commenced, when sales fell 50 per cent., 
and up to the end of the year there was no sign of appreciable recovery. 
Freights rose, after the outbreak of war, from $4 to $10 per ton from 
the American coast, on account of war risks and the increased demand 
in Europe. 

It is somewhat remarkable to note that, in spite of the above facts, 
the imports of case oil show a falling off, before the war, of 12,549 tons, 
or 38°4 per cent., while since the beginning of August there appears 
an increase of 8,127 tons, or 39°1 per cent. None arrived, however, 
after October, and that which came in that month was probably on 
the high seas at the time war broke out. 
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Stocks at the end of the year show a slight increase over those in 
January. 


Liquid Fuel.—There is a very large increase of 23,263 tons, or 197 
per cent., which appears to be borne out by facts. It is explained by 
the great increase in numbers of oil-burning steamers bunkering in 
Hong Kong. 

Rattans.—The reports here show a decrease of 2,100 tons, or 63°6 
per cent., the greater part of which appears to be due to failure on 
the part of shipmasters to report this item of cargo. As a matter of 
fact, the market was normal up to August, after which it declined, but 
only slightly. 

Rice.—The figures received indicate a decrease of 102,085 tons, or 
13°8 per cent., but the imports were really about normal. Ship- 
masters failed in the case of this cargo also to report regularly. Though 
the Chinese crops were good, there was a set-back on account of the 
floods in the summer, and, Saigon and Siam rice being plentiful and 
cheap, there were large imports. The war does not appear to have: 
affected the trade in any way. 


Timber.—Here the imports for 1914 are less by 17,545 tons, or 21 
per cent., than those reported in 1913. This again shows the tendency 
to lump cargo together as “ General,” for actually, about 20 per cent. 
more timber was imported during 1914 than during 1913. There was 
a slight reduction in imports of teak, which, however, was more than 
made up by those of Borneo hardwoods and American pine and deals. 


Opium.—The trade in certified Indian opium is now confined to the 
gradual clearartce of the opium already imported from India into 
Hongkong, Shanghai, and Treaty ports. The last shipment of certified 
opium from India arrived in Hongkong from Bombay in January, 
1914; other imports have come from Shanghai, Foochow, Swatow, 
and Amoy. The total imports and exports of certified Indian opium, 
were :— 


Malwa. Patna. Benares. Total. 
Chests. Chests. Chests. Chests. 
Imports..... 8344 346 43 1,2234 
Exports..... 2,0324 197 233 3,0623 


Six hundred and seventy chests of Persian opium were imported 
and 1,153 exported, the destination being either London or Formosa. 
1,166 chests of uncertified Indian opium were imported from India, 
of which 696 chests were exported to Macao. The remainder was 
for the use of the Government Opium Monopoly. 

General.—There is a decrease of 299,212 tons, or 11°6 per cent., 
which is obviously due directly to the war. During the first seven 
months of the year there is shown an increase of 61,838 tons, or 5 per 
cent., against a decrease of 361,050 tons, or 29 per cent., for the last 
five months, as compared with the corresponding periods of 1913. 


Exports. 


The decrease is 295,398 tons, or 11 per cent., which may be ascribed 
principally to the war, although there was a general falling off in 
exports throughout the year. The figures for the first seven months 
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show a decrease, compared with those for the corresponding period 
of 1913, of 45,332 tons, or 3°4 per cent., while those for the last five 
months declined by 250,066 tons, or 18°8 per cent. 


Transit Cargo.—Here, again, the effect of the war is very marked. 
For the whole year there appears a decrease of 513,725 tons, or 10°4 
per cent. For the first seven months, however, there is shown an 
increase of 301,699 tons, or 10°7 per cent., which appears to be very 
largely due to cargo carried through in German bottoms, where there 
is shown an increase over the 1913 transit cargo of 214,417 tons, or 
51 per cent. The last five months are responsible for the decrease of 
815,424 tons, or 16°5 per cent. 


Emigration and Immigration. 


Seventy-six thousand two hundred and ninety-six (76,296) emigrants 
left Hongkong for various places during the year 1914 (142,759 in 
1913). 

Of these, 49,780 were carried in British ships, and 26,516 in foreign 
ships. 

One hundred and sixty-eight thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
seven (168,827) returning emigrants are reported to have been brought 
to Hongkong from the several places to which they had emigrated 
either from this Colony or from coast ports, as against 166,921 in 1913. 
Of these 129,164 arrived in British ships, and 39,663 in foreign ships. 


The decrease is due first to the prohibition of deck passenger 
traffic by Singapore in August on account of plague and secondly 
is due to the war and the repatriation of coolies from Singapore, no 
new coolies being permitted to land. 


(b).— INDUSTRIES. 
(i.)—Under European Management. 


Engineering and Shipbuilding.—This industry improved as regards 
tonnage during the year under review. 

Sugar Refineries.—Prices ruled low during the first seven months of 
1914, with keen competition from Japanese and Java sugars. On 
the outbreak of war the Home Government bought largely in Java, 
and prices were forced up there by over 50 per cent. This, of course, 
reacted on refineds; with the high prices and reduced supplies thus 
resulting business during the latter part of the year was considerably 
below normal but at good profits for the holders of early purchased 
raws. Demand has been further curtailed by financial difficulties 
due to the falling off in China’s export trade, but on the whole the 
output of the Colony’s refineries was well maintained. 


Cotion Spinning.—Owing to the difficulty of securing native labour, 
the enhanced cost of production, and the disadvantages in the matter 
of Chinese fiscal charges as compared with Shanghai, the shareholders 
of the local mill decided to transfer the machinery and undertaking 
to Shanghai. Work was therefore stopped at the end of October. 

The year 1914 has been most unsatisfactory for all engaged in the 
cotton yarn trade. The heavy fall in cotton values in the early part 
of the year demoralized the market for a while, but matters were 
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improving when the outbreak of the European war in August brought 
about a further heavy decline in prices and also great financial 
stringency amongst the Chinese. Dealers were unable to fulfil their 
obligations, and the burden has therefore fallen upon the importers. 


Rope Manufacturing.—For the first half of 1914 prices of Manila 
hemp gradually declined until the outbreak of war in August, when 
the market there collapsed entirely and all business was paralysed, 
quotations becoming quite nominal. Towards the end of the year 
as the freight market began to settle down and tonnage became 
available a good demand sprang up and prices for medium and lower 
grades rose again closing for the end of 1914 at about 25 per cent. 
below the high prices ruling at the corresponding date in 1913. 


Business in Manila cordage fell off in some quarters owing to the 
war but on the whole this was more than made up for by the increased 
demand from transports, etc., the total turnover of the factory com- 
paring very favourably with that of any previous year. 


Cement.—The demand throughout the Far East was fairly well 
maintained during 1914 although enquiries from the Philippines were 
less than in previous years owing to the decrease in Government work. 


At the outbreak of war shipments from Europe were delayed, and 
although the volume of business decreased, the demand on Eastern 
manufacturers remained normal. 


The Green Island Cement Company, Limited, is still suffering from 
the difficulty which exists in obtaining Kwangtung limestone. 


Local selling prices have dropped to meet the competition of inferior 
Chinese cement, and European, Japanese, and Haiphong brands cannot 
be laid down here at remunerative rates. 

Unless shipments of metal and other building materials are interfered 
with by the war, 1915 should be a good year for Far Eastern cement 
concerns, as supplies of Belgian and other Continental cement will 
probably be unobtainable. 


(ii.)—Under Chinese Management. 


Tin.—The tin business in Hongkong is annually worth some 12 
millions. All tin comes from Yunnan. There are no smelteries in 
the Colony but there are six refineries, where the Yunnan pig tin is 
refined and loses some 2 to 3 per cent. in the process. 


Imports. Exports. 
1913 ah ae .. 6,153 Tons. 5,734 Tons. 
1914 ae es .. 6,741 Tons. 5,267 Tons. 


The imports are all in Yunnan unrefined tin and the exports in 
refined tin. 

Generally speaking, about 334 tons are exported to Japan yearly, 
and 1,336 tons to Shanghai. The balance goes to Europe and America. 
The war affected the trade last year as little tin went to Europe. 


Rattan and Fibre Furniture.—The chair export business amounted 
only to about half of that done last year. “Sea grass export was about 
$1,000,000 less, while hemp export showed a decided improvement. 
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Native Tobacco.—The output of last year has been well maintained 
and its use for the manufacture of cigarettes has increased 20 to 30 
per cent. 

Tinned Goods.—The market has been very poor and business has 
fallen off 25 per cent. 

Samshu.—The Superintendent of Imports and Exports reports that 
the trade remained steady during the first half of the year but during 
the second half there was a large falling off in the amount of spirit 
both imported and locally distilled. 

Vinegar.—Merchants report that the business has remained much 
the same as last year. 

Knitted Vests and Socks.—The market has been poor and business 
has gone down about one third. Japanese competition continues 
very keen. 

Leather and Hides.—The price has advanced considerably and good 
business has been done but the supply is short. 

Ginger and Preserves.—Owing to the European war this business, 
on which the Germans had a strong hold, has gone off 30 per cent. 

Soy.—Exporters again report a poor market. Business has been 
reduced by 40 per cent. 

Paper.—Business shows a further decrease of 20 per cent. 

Vermilion.—The increase last year has been arrested by reason of 
the European war and business has fallen off 25 per cent. 

Lard.—This trade, which made much good progress during 1913, has 
since the commencement of the war fallen off 30 per cent. 


(c.) —FISHERIES. 


A considerable proportion of the boat population of Hongkong 
supports itself by deep-sea fishing, in which pursuit a large number of 
junks are engaged. The villages of Aberdeen, Stanley, Shaukiwan, 
and also many in the New Territories, are largely dependent upon 
this industry for their prosperity. Fresh-water fish is imported from 
Canton and the West River. There are oyster beds of considerable 
value in Deep Bay. 


(d.)—Forrstry, AGRICULTURE, AND Borany. 


On the bare hills north of Samshuipo 28,000 pine tree seedlings, 
one year old, were planted, and in the same locality 7,000 pits were 
sown with pine tree seeds. 

In the Tytam catchment area 15,000 pits were sown with pine tree 
seeds and at Aberdeen 10,000 pits. 

On grassy hills west of the south face of the Beacon Hill tunnel 
185 Ib. of pine tree seeds were sown and 235 Ib. on similar hills in the 
Kanghau valley. 

About 70,000 pine tree seedlings were raised for planting in 1915. 

Three thousand broad-leaved trees were planted in the Tytam 
catchment area and 2,000 in the Kowloon catchment area. 
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Over 400 Poincianas were planted in various places in Hongkong 
and Kowloon. 


Between 800 and 900 flowering trees and shrubs were planted in 
conspicuous places in Hongkong in addition to the Poincianas. 


Upwards of 2,000 trees were planted along the Castle Peak-Shataukok 
Road. They consisted of Poincianas, Albizzia, Camphor, and Ficus. 


Alongside the road leading from Sheung Shui Station to the Golf 
Course 190 trees were planted consisting of Camphor, Aleurites, and 
Crateeva. 


On the hills in the vicinity of the Fanling Golf Course over 2,200 
flowering trees and shrubs were planted. 


At U Kau Tang 110 flowering trees were put in. 


Young pine trees from broadcast sowings .on the hills near 
Ngauchiwan were thinned out to the extent of 45,000. 


Creepers damaging trees in plantations on Mt. Victoria, Mt. Gough, 
Mt. Nicholson, Mt. Kellett and Mt. Parker were cut. 


A large felling of pine and Tristania trees was made above the 
Pokfulam Road in order to enable new filter beds to be constructed 
by the Public Works Department. 


Large fellings were also made on Farm Lots purchased by the Dairy 
Farm Co. for the cultivation of Guinea Grass. 


About 9,000,000 square feet were cleared of undergrowth at the 
expense of the Government in connexion with anti-malarial measures. 
The Military Authorities paid for the clearing of 2,250,000 square 
feet and private individuals 288,000 square feet in addition. 


In connexion with survey work about 1,780,000 square feet, were 
cleared. 


At the beginning of the year pine trees on the south side of the hills 
were attacked by caterpillars and about 20 tons of these insects were 
collected and destroyed. This is the worst visitation of this pest 
since 1894. 


An economic garden was started near Fanling in the autumn and 
trials are being carried out with vegetables and fruits with a view to 
induce the natives to take up their cultivation. 





The first rice crop was above the average and the second was even 
better. Difficulty was experienced in harvesting the second crop 
owing to the wet weather which prevailed at the time. 


Lichees were below the average and peanuts were good. 


The autumn was the wettest on record according to statistics 
extending over 23 years kept by the Botanical and Forestry Depart- 
ment, rain falling on no less than 45 days, the average for the same 
period being 24 days. 


In April a trip was made to the North River and several nteresting 
additions to the flora of Kwangtung were made. 
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(e.)—Lanp GRANTS AND GENERAL VALUE oF Lanp. 


The net amount of premium received from sales of Crown land and 
pier rights for 1914 (including $1,429 for boundary stones) was $245,538 
a decrease of $46,747 on the preceding year but $38,679 more than 
the average for the past five years. The principal items in the Island 
were $37,500 for Marine Lot 321, having an area of nearly three acres 
situate at North Point, purchased by the Hongkong Electric Company, 
Limited, and $12,900 for Inland Lot No. 2091 situate at Kennedy 
Town, having an area of nearly an acre. 


In Kowloon, Inland Lot No. 1286, being an unreclaimed area of 
13,862 square feet situate at Yaumati, fetched $41,586 or $3 per square 
foot and Kowloon Inland Lot 1294, a building site adjoining Jordan 
and Nathan Roads having an area of 29,570 sq. ft., fetched $29,620, or 
slightly over $1 per square foot. 


In the New Territories the net amount received for premium and 
boundary stones was $19,731, being $6,815 more than in the previous 
year. 


The number of deeds relating to property registered in the Land 
Office during the year was nearly 400 less than in the previous year, the 
chief falling off being in the case of assignments which occurred during 
the latter part of the year, the number of lots changing hands pene 
998 as against 1,455 the previous year. 


In the New Territories the demand for land continues normal. 


T.—LEGISLATION. 


Thirty-three Ordinances were passed during 1914, of which 19 were 
amendments of previous Ordinances. 


The most important matiers with which these Ordinances dealt were 
the Opium Ordinance (No. 4), by which the Government assumed the 
entire control and management “of the opium business hitherto leased 
out to private individuals ; the Cremation Ordinance (No. 5), which 
provides for the regulation of the burning of human remains and 
enables crematoria to be established; the Seditious Publications 
Ordinance (No. 6); the Public Lighting Ordinance (No. 13), which 
provides for the public lighting of the Colony and for the protection 
of the appliances used in connection therewith ; the Obscene Publica- 
tions Ordinance (No. 15); the Dentistry Ordinance (No. 16), which 
endeavours to prosect the public in some measure against the practice 
of dentistry by incompetent and unqualified persons; the Wild Bird 
and Game Preservation Ordinance (No. 18); the Piracy Prevention 
Ordinance (No. 23), the Special Police Reserve Ordinance (No. 27), 
which provides for the formation of a Special Police Reserve ; and the 

lowing Ordinances necessitated by the outbreak of the war with 
Germany and Austria-Hungary :—Trading with the Enemy (No. 21), 
Alien Enemies (Winding up) Amendment (Nos. 28 and 30), and the 
Defences (Sketching Prevention) Amendment (No. 32). 
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The history of the local policy with regard to enemy firms may be 
divided into two stages, one up to the 27th October, 1914, and the 
other from that date up to the present time. 


In the eailier stage the foundation of the policy adopted was the 
‘desire to prevent the sending of supplies or money to enemy territory 
and generally to prevent trading with the enemy. In pursuance of 
this policy two measures were adopted which may be roughly stated 
as follows :— 


(a) Local firms which were branches of firms in enemy territory 
were given permission to carry out existing contracts as 
far as possible, subject to restrictions designed to prevent 
te remitting of money to enemy territory. 


(b) Local enemy subjects were given permission to engage ia 
fresh trade on their own account subject to similar 
restrictions designed for the same object. 


The view which was taken of tke legal position of local import 
and export firms which were branches of firms in enemy territory 
was that trading with them or by them involved trading with persons 
in enemy territory and so was illegal unless licensed. The policy 
above outlined received the approval of the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies and was given legal sanction in the Trading with the Enemy 
‘Ordinance. 


Towards the end of October, 1914, it was decided, with the approval 
of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, that all enemy subjects in 
Hongkong should be either expelled or interned. Although this policy 
was not directed against legitimate trading by enemy subjects but was 
based on other grounds, it necessarily involved the stoppage of the trade 
of enemy subjects in the Colony and gave rise to the measures taken 
to wind up their local affairs. These measures and their objects 
appear from the two winding-up Ordinances. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 


The registration of the private schools under the Education Ordinance 
proceeded satisfactorily. The Ordinance has not been applied in the 
New Territories, where, instead, small-subsidies were granted to 50 of 
the most promising schools. 


A new edition of the Grant Code was published in 1914. This was 
necessary in order to bring it into line with the Education Ordinance. 


The Code now recognises the principle that all teachers in schools 
must be either Certificated Teachers or Students (passed or present) 
from the Normal Classes of the Technical Institute. The Upper 
Classes of English Schools are encouraged by Grants to take the 
Matriculation and Junior Local Examinations of the Hongkong 
University. 


20 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


The total number of pupils at schools in the Colony, excluding the 











Police School and the uncontrolled schools in the New Territories, 
are :— 
Number of Pupils in 
| Total. 
English | Vernacular 
Schools. Schools. 
Government Schools oe is 2,076 85 2,161 
Military Schools... ae os 116 _— 116 
Excluded Private Schools .. er 580 _— 580 
Grant Schools a8 Se os 2,137 2,192 4,329 
Controlled Private Schools ahs 2,075 8,790 10,865 
Controlled Private Schools, New 
Territories ee Be a — 852 852 
Technical Institute .. ae a 478 — 478 
Total .. 25 ay 7,462 11,919 19,381 














The most important schools, apart from the excluded schools, 
are Queen’s College for Chinese and four District Schools, its feeders. 
and the Belilios Public School for Chinese girls. There is an Indian 
School of growing importance. Kowloon School and Victoria School 
for children of British parentage have an average attendance of about 
120. There is also a small school for the children of the Peak District. 
The Diocesan School and Orphanage, St. Joseph’s College, and the Ellis 
Kadoorie School are important boys’ schools. The Italian, French, 
and St. Mary’s Convents, and the Diocesan Girls’ School are the most 
important of the English Grant Schools. 


The Hongkong Technical Institute affords an opportunity for 
higher education to students who have left school. Instruction was. 
given in 1914 in Mathematics, Machine Drawing, and Building Con- 
struction; in Chemistry, Physics, and Electricity; in Commercial 
English, Logic, and Political Economy ; in French, Shorthand, and 
Book-keeping. Classes in Sanitation (Public Hygiene) and First 
Aid to the Injured are also held, the examinations being conducted 
under the auspices of the Royal Sanitary Institute, London, and of 
the St. John’s Ambulance Association respectively. Classes for men 
and women teachers are a feature of the Institute. 


The Lecturers are recruited from the members of the medical and 
educational faculties of the Colony, and from the Department of Public 
Works, and receive fees for their services. The Institute is furnished 
with a well equipped chemical laboratory and excellent physical 
apparatus. 


While the Technical Institute has suffered in several directions from 
the activity of the University, it continues to perform many useful 
functions of its own. The Normal Classes for men and women, the 
Shorthand, Mathematics, and English Classes were all well attended, 
as also a “ First Aid” Class. 
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The Hongkong University is an institution that arose from the 
joint enterprise of British and Chinese subscribers. It was founded 
with funds representing about equal proportions of Chinese and British 
money, 


At the end of the year the number of students was 147, 79 of whom 
were taking Engineering, 36 Medicine, and 32 Arts. While most of 
the students have studied in Hongkong schools a number come from 
Canton, the coast ports of China, and the Straits Settlements. 


The idea of the University is to provide, close to China, education 
for Chinese similar to that given in the British Universities, but at a 
much cheaper cost ; for if a Chinese goes abroad to be educated he 
has to pay, besides travelling expenses, some $2,000 per annum; 
whereas at. Hongkong the expenses of the University are $540 per 


annum for board and tuition, or, inc’ 


The founders of the University 
that Chinese students being educa 


uding extras, from $600 to $650. 


took into consideration the fact 
ed abroad have usually to make 


their own arrangements for board and lodging. Consequently some- 
times they contract irregular habits. All students educated at the 
Hongkong University are required to become boarders, and thus their 
whole lives are under supervision whilst they are there. Ample 
provision is made for indoor and outdoor recreation, and in this 
connexion it is interesting to note that the Chinese residents of Hong- 
kong recently subscribed a large sum for levelling a new playing field 
and that the work has just been completed. 





The University is composed of three Faculties: 1.—-Medical, which 
offers unexampled facilities tor the practice of medicine. The 
anatomical laboratorie. were the gift of a Captonese gentleman (Mr. 
Ng Li-hing). There is a large staff of instructors in medicine: all the 
principal doctors of Hongkong give lectures at the University. 2. 
Arts. The establishment of the Faculty was largely due to the muni- 
ficence of a Chinese gentleman in the Straits Settlements (Mr. Cheung 
Pat-sze). Its special object is to provide training suitable to these 
who desire to enter the public service o1 the higher branches of 
mercantile life. The course of instruction comprises English and 
Chinese literature, political and constitutional history, political 
economy, jurisprudence, and international and commercial law. 


The largest of the Faculties is that of Engineering, to which nearly 
two-thirds of the students belong. It is divided into three branches : 
Civil, Electrical, and Mechanical. The University has an exceptionally 
large equipment of machinery and apparatus, and has fourteen 
laboratories and woikshoys in working order. There is practically 
no place in China where students have such an opportunity of seeing 
all kinds of machinery in actual working and of learning their practical 
management. 

The University insists upon all students having a proper knowledge 
of their own language, although instruction at the University is carried 
out in English. Students are required to pass an examination in 
written Chinese before entering, and two Chinese Professors, both 
Hanlin graduates, give lectures on the classics and history of China. 
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V.—PUBLIC WORKS. 


The New Magistracy was practically completed at the close of the 
year. The building, which is four-sto.eyed, is situated near the 
junction of Arbuthnot Road and Wyndham Street and contains, in 
the basement, prisoners’ waiting room, strong-rooms, store-rooms, 
cells, and servants’ quarters; on the ground floor, two Police Courts, 
rooms for Magistrates and their clerks and for witnesses ; on the first 
floor, Chief Clerk’s offices and quarters for Indian Police Constables ; 
on the second floor, two flats for European Police Inspectors and. 
further quarters for Indian Police. Extensive quarters for subordinate 
officers were completed and occupied during the year. They included 
three three-storeyed blocks at Breezy Point, each block containing 
six flats, two of four rooms and fout of three rooms; a terrace of four 
two-storeyed houses, two of fcur roomg and two of three rooms, at 
Mount Parish; and a terrace of eight two-storeyed houses, two of 
four rooms and six of three rooms, adjoining King’s Park, Kowloon. 


The Mongkoktsui breakwater was constructed throughout to the 
level of the underside of the paving blocks. The whole of the concrete 
blocks required for facing the outer slope above the level of low-water 
were completed anc 8,114 blocks out of a total number of 12,405 were 
set in place. The pitching of the inner slope above the level of low- 
water was also proceeded with, 7,230 pitching stones uf an average 
weight of half a ton each being set. The reclamation adju-ning the 
northern entrance was completed except the pier-head, and the pier 
enclosing the harbour of refuge to the south was nearly completed. 


The foundations of the large masonry dam of the Tytam Tuk 
Reservoir were partially constructed over a length of 400 feet. In 
the old stream-bed, the foundations were carried down to a maximum 
depth of 44 feet below ground level or about 40 feet below sidal low- 
water level, at which depth sound water-tight rock was found, Towards. 
the end of the year, good progress was made with the concrete and 
masonry work. Good progress was also made with the laying of the 
additional pumping mains and with the foundations for the additional 
pumping machinery. 


The following buildings were completed :—Stables for Sanitary 
Department adjoining No. 1 Police Station ; two underground trough 
closets, one in Pottinger Street and the other in D’Aguilar Street; a 
urinal at Happy Valley ; additions to the Printing Office, Victoria 
Gaol, and alterations and additions to Hunghom Police Station. 


The following buildings were in course of erection :—New Public 
Works Stores; Wireless Telegraph Station at Cape D’Aguilar ; 
married quarters for Police in Caine Road; new block of cells, etc., 
Victoria Gaol; a School in the Hill District, and a Police Station at 
Lok Ma Chau in the New Territories. 


The first portion of a road along the north face of Victoria Peak, 
2,820 feet in length, commencing from Victoria Gap, was completed, 
as was also a road to give access to Inland Lots 1946 and 1947 situated 
on the ridge to the east of Happy Valley. Belchers Street was 
extended across Marine Lot 239. The old road from Deep Water Bay 
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to Shaukiwan through Stanley was improved by cutting back some of 
the sharp corners and by widening certain narrow places. In the New 
Territories, the extension of the road at Castle Peak Bay and the 
construction of a pier there were practically completed as was al:o 
the road from Taipo to Fanling, with the exception of two bridges, 
one close to Taipo Market and the other about a mile south of Fanling. 


Upwards of 10,000 lineal feet of streams were trained in the 
neighbourhood of Shaukiwan and Pokfulam, in the City and Hill 
District, and in Kowloon. In the New Territories, a small amount 
of training was done to the streams in the vicinity of the railway 
bungalows at Taipo. Various and considerakle extensions of sewers 
in connexion with new building lots were carried out in Hongkong 
and Kowloon. 


The reclamation in front of K.M.L.’s 29-31 was completed. Part 
of the reclaimed area is being utilized for a repairing and coaling 
depét for Government launches. The depét comprises a slipway for 
launches up to 80 tons, steel pier, coal store, carpenters’ workshop, 
paint shop, and store, quarters for a European police sergeant, and 
quarters for Chinese workmen and coaling coolies. Accommodation 
is also provided within the depét for housing undesirables, the 
building so occupied containing an upper floor which is to be utilized 
for sail-making. The slipway was completed with the exception of 
the carriage and hauling gear. 


The work of providing scavenging lanes was continued, compensation 
being paid where necessary. 


The demolition of the riding floors over the north end of Hing 
Lung Street (110 Des Voeux Road Central), the south end of Tung 
Hing Lane (178 Wing Lok Street), and the north end of Sheung 
Fung Lane (84 Second Street) was carried out, the owners being 
compensated by Government. 


The service reservoir and filter beds near Sywan Gap in connexion 
with the Shaukiwan Waterworks were completed. The new pumping 
station on Pokfulam Road, to supersede the one on Bonham Road, 
was completed and brought into use about the middle of the year, 
the old station-building being handed over to the University 
authorities for use as a machine-shop and engineering laboratory. The 
construction of extensive additional filter beds and of a large service 
reservoir for the supply ‘of the western section of the City was 
undertaken at the close of the year. 


The total amount expended on public works extraordinary was 
$1,639,594.72 and on works annually recurrent $567,100.15. 


Railway. 


The year’s expenditure ckargeable to Construction Account was 
$546,602.44 main line and $27,826.69 Fanling branch, making a 
total of $574,429.13, in which is included a debit of $194,847.04, 
being loss on exchange in connexion with Crown Agents’ advances. 
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During the year the superstructure of Kowloon Terminal Station 
building was carried to first floor level and the platforms of the New 
Terminal Station were opened for traffic. One new main line locomotive 
arrived in the Colony and was erected, and considerable progress was 
made in the building of eight main line coaches. Protective works 
of a substantial nature were found necessary along the coast line 
between Shatin and Taipo and were commenced in November. One 
new locomotive and six new coaches were supplied to the Fanling 
branch. 


The working expenses amounted to $274,366.39, and when 
compared with gross receipts show a slight increase, the percentage 
for the previots year being 73°68, while foc 1914 it was 75:25; this is 
mainly due to an unforeseen rise in the price of coal. 


The revenue derived from local traffic amounted to $131,381.42, 
being $2,174.94 more than in 1913, and the earnings of through and 
joint sectional traffic amounted to $225,736.61, which exceeded those 
of the previous year by $28,222.02, while the Fanling branch earnings 
amounted to $7,490.29 or $578.04 more than the previous year. The 
excess of earnings over expenditure for 1914 was $90,241.93 against 
$87,824.74 for 1913. 


The expenditure on the Fanling branch during the year amounted 
to $14,991.24 or $1,618.24 over the estimate of $13,373, due chiefly 
to the repairs to washouts which occurred in July. 


1913. 1914. 

Passengers booked by British Section to stations 

in China .. ‘ e? a ee .. 250,487 277,512 
Passengers booked by Chinese Section to stations 

on the British Section .. ee Be .. 296,614 353,722 
Passengers travelling on the British Section, main . 

line ee te ie Bs os .. 230,339 245,527 
Passengers travelling on the British Section, 

Fanling Branch .. Be ae Ss .. 47,119 48,997 


VI —GOVERNMENT AND AIDED INSTITUTIONS. 
(a )—Hosprrats. 


Government Hospitals consist of the Civil Hospital, to which is 
attached an isolated Maternity Hospital, the Victoria Hospital for 
Women and Children, and the Kennedy Town Infectious Diseases 
Hospital. There is an Observation Station capable of accommodating 
1,500 persons in the event of an outbreak of infectious disease on 
board a ship arriving in the Harbour. 


The Civil Hospital contains 150 beds in 19 wards. 2,742 in-patients 
and 13,828 out-patients were treated during 1914 as against 2,793 and 
13,778 cespectively in 1913. 324 cases of malarial fever were admitted 
as against 254 in 1913 and 198 in 1912; but the total cases of malaria 
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for all Government Hospitals and the Tung Wa Hospital shows an 
increase of 59 cases as compared with the year 1913. The Maternity 
Hospital contains 12 beds for Europeans and 4 for Asiatics. 261 
confinements occurred during the year as against 213 in 1913. The 
Victoria Hospital at the Peak contains 41 beds, and during 1914, 
158 patients were under treatment there. At Kennedy Town Hospital, 
which contains 26 beds, 8 cases were treated in 1914, all being smallpox. 


(b)—Lunatic AsyLuM. 


The Asylum is under the direction of the Superiotendent of the 
Civil Hospital. European and Chinese patients are separated, the 
European portion containing 8 beds in separate wards and the Chinese 
portion 16 beds. 187 patients of all races were treated during 1914 
and there were 15 deaths. 


(c.)—Tue Tune Wa AND OTHER CHINESE Hosprrats. 


The Tung Wa Hospital, opened in 1872, is mainly supported by the 
voluntary subscriptions of Chinese, but receives an annual grant of 
$8,000 from the Government. Only Chinese are treated in this 
institution. Various other services not appertaining to a hospital 
are performed by the institution, such as the free burial of the poor, 
the repatriation of destitutes, and the organisation of charitable relief 
in emergencies. Chinese as well as European methods of treatment 
are employed in accordance with the wishes expressed by the patients 
or their friends. About balf the number are now treated by Western 
methods. The hospital is managed by a committee ot Chinese gentle- 
men annually elected, their appointment being submitted to the 
Governor tor confirmation. It is under the supervision of a visiting 
physician, who is a member of the Medical Department, whilst a Chinese 
house surgeon, trained in Western medicine, is a member of the hospital 
staff. There are 323 beds in the building and 4,683 patients were 
accommodated during 1914. 


Tke Tung Wa also maintain a branch hospital for small-pox cases 
(Chinese only) at Kennedy Town. It contains 58 beds and during 
1914, 17 cases were treated. 


The Alice Memorial and affiliated hospitals are managed and con- 
trolled by tke missionaries resident in Hongkong, agents of the ondon 
Missionary Society, and consist of the Alice Memorial Hospital pened 
in 1887, the Nethersole Hospital opened in 1893, the Alice Memorial 
Maternity Hospital opened in 1904, and the Ho Miu Ling Hospital 
opened in 1906. The number of in-patients in 1914 was 1,330 and 
the expenditure $17,938.65. The number of labours in the Maternity 
Hospital waz 350. The Government makes a grant of $300 per 
annum to these Hospitals. 


To avoid the complete seclusion from friends and relatives which 
removal of Chinese plague patients to the Kennedy Town Infectious 
Diseases Hospital entailed, four District Plague Hospitals are now 
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maintained by the Chinese in various parts of the Colony. These 
hospitals are under the management of the Chinese Public Dispensaries 
Committee and receive a grant of $2,000 a year from the Government. 


The new Kwong Wa Hospital for Chinese in the Kowloon Peninsula 
was opened on the 9th October, 1911. It occupies a site having an 
area of 3 acres and provides accommodation for 210 patients. The 
existing buildings contain 70 beds, and 1,787 patients were accom- 
modated during 1914. The ccllection of subscriptions and the super- 
vision of the building were undertaken by a special committee under 
the chairmanship of the Secretary for Chinese Affairs. The hospital 
receives a grant of $8,500 per annum from the Government. 


As will be noticed from the remarks made under the heading 
Education, the Hongkong University is an aided institution. 


VII.—INSTITUTIONS NOT SUPPORTED BY GOVERNMENT. 


Among institutions recognised and encouraged, but not to any 
considerable extent supported by Government, may be mentioned the 
P6 Leung Kuk, the Eyre Ralis the City Hall, and the Chinese Public 
Dispensaries. 


The Pé Leung Kuk is a Chinese Society founded in 1878 for the 
suppression of kidnapping and traffic in human beings. It was 
incorporated in 1893 and is presided over by the Secretary for Chinese 
Affairs and not more than nine directors nominated by the Governor. 
The actual management is entrusted to a committee elected annually 
by the members of the Society. The Society’s buildings have been 
declared a Refuge under the Women and Girls Protection Ordinance, 
and almost all women and girls detained by the Secretary for Chinese 
Affairs uoder that Ordinance are sent to the Pé Leung Kuk. Duting 
1914 the number of persons admitted was 435 and at the close of the 
year 41 remained under the care of the Society. The inmates are 
under the immediate charge of a Chinese matron, and instruction is 
given them by the matron and a Chinese teacher in elementary subjects 
and in needlework. 


The Eyre Diocesan Refuge is an institution, under mission auspices, 
founded for rescue work among the Chinese. It is now housed in the 
Belilios Reformatory and receives a small grant from the Government. 
It was temporarily closed after the outbreak of war. 


The City Hall receives an annual grant of $1,200 from Government. 
It contains a theatre, some large rooms which are used for balls, meet- 
ings, concerts, ete , a museum in which are some very fair specimens, 
and a large reference and lending library, to which new vclumes are 
added from time to time, as funds will allow. The building was 
erected in 1866-9 by subscription. 


HONG kone, 1914. 27 


Small grants are also given to the Italian Convent, the French 
Convent (both of which take in and tend abandoned or sick infants), 
the West Point Orphanage, the Seamen’s Hospital, and other 
charitable institutions, 


The Chinese Public Dispensaries are institutions maintained in order 
to provide the Chinese with the services of doctors whose certificates 
will be accepted by the Registrar of Deaths, and with the services of 
interpreters, who can assist the inmates of houses, where a case of 
infectious disease has occurred. Coolies are engaged and ambulances 
and dead vans provided in order to remove cases of infectious disease 
to the Infectious Diseases Hospital and dead bodies to the Mortuary. 
The Dispensaries receive sick infants and send them to one or other 
of the convents and arrange for the burial of dead infants. Free 
advice and medicine are given and patients are attended at their 
houses. There are eight Dispensaries in existence, including one for 
the boat population on a hulk in Causeway Bay. The total cost of 
maintenance, which is defrayed by voluntary subscription, was 
$39,664.60 for the year 1914. The Dispensaries are conducted by 
committees under the chairmanship of the Secretary for Chinese 
Affairs, 


VITT.—CRIMINAL AND POLICE. 


The total of all cases reported to the Police was 8,817, being a 
decrease of 3,194, or 26°59 per cent., as compared with 1913. There 
was in 1914 a decrease in serious offences of 467, or 13°54 per cent., 
as compared with the previous year. The number of serious offences 
reported was 596 below the average of the quinquennial period 
commencing with the year 191¢. The number of minor offences 
reported shows a decrease of 2,727 as compared with 1913, and was 
1,099 below the average of the quinquennial period. 


The total strengih of the Police Force in 1914 was Europeans 175, 
Indians 487, Chinese 621, making a total cf 1,283 (as compared with 
1,223 in 1913), exclusive in each case of the five superior officers and 
staff of clerks and coolies. These figures include police paid for by 
the Railway and other Government Departments ard by private firms. 
Of this force 16 Europeans, 141 Indians, and 49 Chinese were stationed 
in the New Territories during the year, under an Assistant- 
Superintendent. 


The District Watchmen Force, numbering 100, to which the 
Government contributes $2,000 per annum, was well supported by 
the Chinese during the year. These watchmer patrol the streets in 
the Chinese quarter cf the City. They are placed on police beats 
and are supervised by the European police on section patrol. 


The total number of persons committed to Victoria Gaol was 4,050, 
as compared with 6,885 in 1913. Of these 935 were committed for 
criminal offences, against 1,369 in 19138. Of committals for 
non-criminal offences there were 538 less under the Prepared Opium 
Ordinance, and one more for infringement of sanitary bylaws, than 
in 1913. 
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The daily average of prisoners confined in the Gaol was 600, the 
average for 1913 being 702, and the highest previous average being 
726 in 1904. The percentage of prisoners to population, according 
to the daily average of the former and the estimated number of the 
latter, was 0°12. The average percentage for the last ten years was 
0:13. Owing, however, to the large floating population, which is 
constantly moving between the Colony and Canton, the percentage 
of crime to population does not convey an accurate idea of the 
comparative criminality of the residents of the Colony. The Gaol 
has accommodation for 630 prisoners. 


The prison discipline was satisfactory, the average of punishments 
per prisoner being 1°34 as compared with 1:22 in 1913 and 1-40 in 
1912. 


Long sentence prisoners serving two years and upwards are taught 
useful trader, including printing, book-binding, tin-smithing, mat- 
making, tailoring, carpentering, etc. The profit on the work done 
was $66,034 as against $59,007 in 1913. A sum of $3,329 was received 
and credited to Government for non-Government work against $4,652 
in 1913. 


IX.—VITAL STATISTICS. 
(a.)—Population. 


The civil population of the Colony, according to the census taken 
on May 20th, 1911, was 456,739, of whom 104,287 reside in the New 
Territories and in New Kowloon; at the census taken in 1906 it was 
301,967 exclusive of the New Territories and of New Kowloon. The 
estithated total population at the middle of the year under review was 
501,304, but this includes the New Territories; and, as the birth 
and death figures given below do not include those from this area 
(with the exception of New Kowloon), the population for the purposes 
of calculating these rates is estimated at 410,710, of whom 20,710 
were non-Chinese (including Army and Navy). 


The distribution of population at the census was as follows :— 





Non-Chinese civil community oo a me «12,075 
gd (City of Victoria (including Peak) .. 219,386 
2-3 | Villages of Hong Kong... .. 16,106 
.4-3 (Kowloon (including New Kowloon) +» 67,602 
3 a [Ser Territories es a ee .. 80,622 
© \Population afloat .. 25 ee -» 60,948 

Total Chinese population ae ae a 444,664 





Total Civil population .. te ut on 456,739 
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(b.)—Pusitic HEaLta anp SaNIvaTION. 


The activity in building operations which was so noticeable a feature 
of 1912 and 1913 has only slightly abated, and the demand for housing 
accommodation by the Chinese continued to be greatly in excess of 
the supply, as many of those who fled with their families to Hongkong 
during 1911, 1912, and 1913 elected to remain in the Colony. However, 
in August and September, 1914, nearly 60,600 Chinese hastily returned 
to China, owing to fears of a bombardment of the Colony following 
the outbreak of the European War. The Chinese quarters, which 
had been in an overcrowded condition throughout the plague season, 
were thus relieved of their excess, but not in time to prevent the 
severe epidemic of plague which had been predicted in the report for 
1913. The relationship between overcrowding and plague was 
discussed at length in the report for 1912.* 

The general birth-rate for the year was 93 per 1,000 among the 
Chinese community and 16°8 per 1,000 among the non-Chinese 
community, as compared with 11:7 and 15°8 during 1913. 

The general death-rate for the year was 238 per 1,000 among 
the Chinese community and 12‘9 among the non-Chinese community, 
as compared with 21-7 and 10°9 during 1913. 


The number of deaths from Malaria (241) shows a decrease on the 
previous year (290). The deaths of Chinese from this cause in the 
City of Victoria numbered 73 out of a population of 247,500, or a 
rate of 0-29 per 1,000 per annum. All districts show a reduction in 
mortality from this cause except the Stanley (rural) district, where 
a large number of workmen have been employed throughout the vear 
in tbe construction of the extension to the Tytam Waterworks. 


The deaths from plague numbered 2,020, as compared with 386 
in 1913 and 1,768 in 1912. 


Small-pox deatbs numbered 91, all Chinese, with the exception of 
one Portuguese infant and one British shipwright. 

There were 2,252 deaths from recpiratory diseases among the 
Chinese, as compared with 2,537 in 1913. Pulmonary tuberculosis 
and phthisis claimed 742 Chinese victims, while other forms of 
tuberculosis represent an additional 312 deaths, making a total of 
1,054, or 11°3 per cent. of the total deaths among that community. 


Beriberi was responsible for 399 deaths, as compared with 339 
during 1913 and 231 in 1912. During the past few years circulars 
have been distributed to all large employers of coolie labour calling 
tbeir attention to the fact that beriberi is produced by the consumption 
of white rice as the staple article of diet without a sufficiency of other 
foods, and advising that beans should be supplied with the rice when 
fresh meat or fresh fish cannot be afforded. 


The influx of thousands of strangers from the neighbouring provinces 
is a sufficient explanation of the temporary rise in the number of deaths 
from this disease. 


A tabular statement of the principal causes of death is appended 
(p. 34). 





* Colonial Reports—Annual, No. 762. 
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(c.) —Cuimate. 


The mean shade temperature for the year at the Royal Observatory, 
Kowloon (108 feet above mean sea level), was 73°°4, 1°°5 higher than 
in 1913, and 1°3 higher than the mean for the past 10 years. The 
maximum temperature was 94°°0 on the 31st August and the minimum 
47°.4 on the Ist January. The hottest month was August, with a 
mean temperature of 82°-3 and the coldest, January, with a mean 
temperature of 62°°8. 


The temperatuie at the high levels of the Peak District is from 
3° to 8° less than at the Observatory. At Victoria it is practically 
the same. The rainfall and humidity are considerably greater at the 
Peak than at Victoria, the Observatory, or Tai Po (New Territories). 


The total rainfall for the year was 100-21 inches, as compared with 
an average of 82°73 inches during the ten preceding years. The wettest 
month was July, with 26°30 inches, the driest, January, when no rain 
fell. The greatest amount of rain which fell on any one day was 
5-25 inches on the 22nd June, while no rain fell on 219 days of the 
year. The mean relative humidity of the atmosphere for the year 
was 78 per cent., or the same as for the ten preceding years. The 
average daily amount of sunshine was 5°6 hours, being 46 rer cent. 
of the possible duration. 


X.—POSTAL SERVICE. 


The total revenue from the Postal Service in 1914 amounted to 
$398,426.38 being $41,573.62 less than the amount estimated. The 
revenue from the sale of Postage Stamps in 1913 amounted to 
$397,083.40 and that for 1914 to $355,018.05, a decrease of $42,065.35, 
which is attributed to the dislocation of business and the diminished 
number of vessels sailing out of the Colony on account of the war. 
The expenditure in 1914 amounted to $371,646.06. The result of the 
year’s postal transactions shows a credit balance of $26,780.32. 


A branch Post Office was opened in the Saiyingpun district on the 
1st May and is meeting a long-felt want. 


The mails sent from London by the trans-Siberian route have been 
very erratic since the outbreak of hostilities, taking 30 to 35 days in 
transit against 19 days during the antebellum period. 


XI.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


1. The condition of the Province of Kwangtung improved con- 
siderably during the year, though the Government found difficulty 
in suppressing the numerous robber bands which, owing to the dis- 

_ bandment of many soldiers who had been enrolled during the revolu- 


HONG KonG, 1914. 31 


tionary period, were scattered throughout the provinces of Kwangtung 
and Kwangsi, and especially in the West River districts. Many acts 
of piracy occurred and the influx of undesirable characters to Hongkong 
gave the Police cause for extra vigilance. 


On the 15th March a piracy of the Norwegian steamship “ Childar ” 
occurred soon after this vessel had left Hongkong for Swatow, and in 
this case the pirates escaped, having run the ship close to Chinese 
territory near Bias Bay before they left it. The steamship “Tai On,” 
which was attacked by pirates on the 2nd April, 1913, was again the 
victim of a serious piracy on the night of tre 27th April when in the 
vicinity of Kio Island. The pirates, who had embarked as passengers, 
attacked the bridge, but the Master, Mr. Wetherall, assisted by the 
Chief Officer, Mr. Evans, the Chief Engineer, Mr. McCartney, and two 
Portuguese, J. Conception and A. Dias, offered a most spirited 
resistance. Being foiled in their attempt the pirates then set fire to 
the vessel and about 300 lives were lost including that of the Chief 
Officer, Mr. Evans, who was injured, it is feared, in the struggle on 
board and was unable in consequence to keep himself afloat after the 
ship had been abandoned. The disaster was one of the worst that have 
occurred in the waters of the delta, but the gallant conduct of the 
officers in charge of the ship had a remarkable effect in stopping any 
serious attempts at piracy for some time afterwards. The Govern- 
ment and public of Hongkong marked their appreciation of the action 
of Mr. Wetherall, Mr. McCartney, and Guard Dias by compensating 
them for the losses thev suffered and by suitable presentations. The 
widow of Mr. Evans, the Chief Officer, was awarded an allowance by 
the Government. This piracy led to the passing m the Piracy Pre- 
vention Ordinance referred to under the head of Legislation. In 
accordance with its provisions vessels sailing to ports on the southern 
coast of China, which are licensed to carry passengers, have to comply 
with certain stringent regulation:. 





With the assistance of the Chinese Government and the Macao 
authorities the Hongkong Police were enabled to trace the perpetrators 
of both these outrages. They were tried by the authorities in the 
Kwangtung Province, and 17 of those concerned in the “Tai On” 
piracy and 9 of those concerned in the “ Childar ” piracy were executed 
at Canton. 


2. In the month of July very serious floods occurred in the Fu 
and West Rivers and an immense tract of country bordering on these 
rivers was submerged. Great damage was done to embankments 
which protect the riverine fields and much suffering was occasioned 
to a laige population who were deprived of food and shelter. 


The Government contributed a sum of $50,000 in aid of a Relief 
Fund and a representative Committee was appointed to raise public 
subscriptions and administer the jund. Including the Government 
contribution a sum of over $349,000 was raised, the greater portion 
ot which was devoted to the repair by the villagers of broken embank- 
ments. A large sum was also spent in sending food into the district 
at the beginning of the emergency. 
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The Committee worked in co-operation with the Charitable Societies 
in Canton, who displayed their usual energy and generosity in organising 
relief, and by and with the authority of the Chinese Authorities, who 
rendered eveiy facility to the Members of the Committee who super- 
vised work and relief in the district assigned to them. 


3. The outbreak of war with Germany and Austria, and later with 
Turkey, produced a novel and trying situation in which the entire 
community showed a most commendable spirit. Offers of assistance 
from all classes and races were tendered, and conspicuous in their 
proffers of help were the members of the Chinese community. 
Practically the whole of the British male population, including very 
many of Indian, Portuguese, and Chinese race, not already enrolled, gave 
their services to the Volunteers, the Volunteer Reserves, and the 
Special Police Reserve. Their services were most valuable and their 
public spirit rendered possible a considerable reduction in the regular 
garrison for duty elsewhere. 


The following Companies and organisations lent valuable assistance: 
to the Government :— 


The Tramway Companies and the Star Ferry Company, who. 
conveyed soldiers and volunteers free of charge. 


The Committee of the Matilda Hospital, who received tree of 
charge certain German ladies until other arrangements 
could be made for their disposal. 


The Joint Telegraph Companies, in all matters connected with 
the censorship of telegrams. 


The Hongkong Volunteer Cadets and the St. Joseph’s College Boy 
Scouts rendered useful service as messenger. 


Before the end of the year £17,000 was remitted to the National 
Relief Fund inaugurated by H.R.H. the Prince of Wales. Tais fund. 
was liberally contributed to by all classes of the community, including 
Indians, Portuguese, and Chinese. Various other funds for relief of 
Belgian refugees and for supply of tobacco and clothing to the troops. 
were also instituted and liberally supported by the community. 


The cost of the passages of a number of recruits for the Armie, in 
England not only from the Colony but from places in the Far East 
were defrayed by the Colonial Government. Up to the end of the 
year seven local residents went to take up Commissions as officers: 
and thirty-seven for enlistments. From outside the Colony two were 
selected for Commissions and ten for enlistment. The Peninsular 
and Oriental Steam Navigation Company were good enough to grant 
tavourable preferential rates for these passages. 


4. The difficulties encountered by the Green Island Cement 
Company in their endeavour to obtain limestone from the Kwang- 
tung and Kwangsi Provinces were not wholly overcome, and the 
supply during the year was not satisfactory. 


5. The Opium Farm was taken over by the Government in March 
and the restrictive measures adopted have already had a good effect. 
The energetic action of the Revenue Department has succeeded in 
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tracing many cases of smuggling of opium, morphine, and cocaine 
through the Colony and the heavy fines inflicted and the confiscation 
of the smuggled goods will, it is hoped, go far to checking this illicit 
trade. 


6. An order of the Supreme Court was obtained in March for the 
removal of the Morrison Library from the City Hall, where it was 
little used by the public, to the University. 


7. Mr, A. G. M. Fletcher (Assistant Colonial Secretary) proceeded 
on leave on the 19th March, 1914, and during his absence his post was 
filled by the appointment of Mr. M. J. Breen. 


Mr. R. H. Crofton (late Chief Clerk) was promoted to the post of 
Assistant Government Secretary, Zanzibar, and left to take up his 
duties on 4th January, 1914. 


CiaupD SEVERN, 


Colonial Secretary. 
29th June, 1915. 


COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNOUAL. 


34 

































a 
seyejaua jeestiogt | ¥9 | ee | 11e | 116 |rott/eot | ver | 19 jese jree jzos | soe | 8 eos | Lt [ree | 18 | ut Naa gee |ote | ott! 8] 09/05} |e | “* ster“ 
sesgiocr |tertizo | oF | 9z | £68 | 69L [966 joot | su | 98 lose [sxe loss | ¢¥9 | ¥ jgot | ot loos Als [tye josoelet | gor] 9t | es | su | > [te | Fer ‘Ie90N, 
| 
| eh 
nl 1 | 
wilt b jnl- pe be F lrg fede l pepper dm doraeag 
wie ie a 8% z It |e e = geepreqy 
ove [St [98 7 | 08 08 8 | “1 T 16t 88 9 orjyt |r ys at os  asapnegg, Ayanurateg 
sorclect les frz | or! s | ts |eet ices jo | |e uso sg |er|-|6 js |e [og | c+ woojmoy /  -99°HHO 
£86 (09T \68T |9 SFL |Th fT i 3 & |09 68 | | 9 | F g |b aE: ies we anoqiveL 
ovealter [tae lve ‘at | coe | 10% [t¥9 fre | use | re [use etter | th | Tr | ae | aa | et | Ave pu wyL0 014 
8 eb lhe T ale ae. 
Hee Aqyanuraog 
% or hi seals Se le ieee eet [-eullt lence [eel Aa te = eee, pieohehes 
: : pue (HE 
ores joo |r g it 6 |e jo le ar io io ee 
t | 
7 | aa ; j 
w e 2 | 
e| &| & re | 2 | | 
2 es oa ol | Ca 8 
o ° a 8 | ak 3|op g 9 Sileik | 8 
& Cy BR Bo) ei 8 AS i S/S] Ee ) y 
BIG E(Z|EiE| Fe Fe 2/2) ee el Pl sig) Sle eleifiSlelei ei Fi Fyelel ei ee 
£18l¢ EP Fel ga S/S ESE El eile ES) E/E 2 E/E) 2/212 (8/8) 2) E/E) 2) 2 
PIS EEIE/S( ES (Sm l(S/ 2) S/F E/F1s se) el ElE| Fl El sl ele) ELE (El ele] es 
PLPPGP FIER RETF) ey Pe) [Tel /velP i iF) lgialal =|") Flat | F 
Roh Vg 8 | Ea Uae | : 
& | | 
i 

























































































‘PI6L ONIYUOG DONOMONOY JO ANOION AHL NI CHUALSINAY SALVA 


HONG-KONG, KOWLOON AND ADJACENT TERRITORIES. 












a 


~"TAL-PUNG-SANG 
J 





a 


sob 


xy 
ao Soil VE 










Rm Om A 





WOIMNauD 40 ONO" 





eo TAY NOLNYO 






NOTE 
Territory under Convention of 1860 
Boundary under Convention 1898 — — — 


LEMA CHANNEL L2 SSeS Sas 
English Miles (69-16 m1) 








1 3or 


C.0.N° 49. Ordnance Survey Office, Southampton, 1915, 


Hosled by Google 


Hosted by G O08 le 


COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 





The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 


the sources indicated on the title page :— 


No. 











ANNUAL. 

Colony, &e. — Year. 
Jamaica -- 1913-1914 
Northern Nigeria. oa 1913 
Grenada Ri 
Zanzibar .. 3 
Barbados .. oo 1913-1914 
Southern Nigeria. . 1913 
Mauritius .. ake Aes 5 
British Honduras ; ay 
Colonial Survey Committee 1913-1914 
Tongan Islands Protectorate x 
Swaziland Pye 2 3 ae 
Uganda .. be 7s S if 
Nyasaland ai aA oe 
British Guiana " 3 
Imperial Bureau of Entomology. : 1914 
St. Vincent 6 ae ss 1913-1914 
St. Lucia .. are viet 5 a fe ae 
Somaliland oe Oe x 5 
Straits Settlements a ‘ 1913 
Cayman Islands .. 5 1913-1914 
East Africa Protectorate a 35 
Leeward Islands . . 5 aa 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands 5 eH 
Zanzibar .. 5 i 1914 
Turks and Caicos ‘Islands i : =f 
Weihaiwei. . oo 4 Fi ry 5 
Seychelles aa ses cs : € ” 

St. Helena oa Ne a : y < ” 

Fiji Sh We ah omelet as é > 
Bahamas .. “e ave g oe o ++ 1914-1915 
Gibraltar .. : Fs : 1914 
Sierra Leone * 
Grenada .. 1914-1915 
Bermuda .. 1914 
Malta as we we mi 1914-1915 
Ceylon... ate *e a 1914 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Colony, &c. Subject. 

Northern Nigeria .. rit Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 
Nyasaland Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 


Southern Nigeria 
Imperial Institute 
Southern Nigeria 
West Indies 


Southern Nigeria ‘ 
Southern Nigeria .. 
Ceylon E 
Imperial Institute 
Southern Nigeria e cae 
St. Vincent .. a “i 


Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
Rubber and Gutta-percha. 
Mineral Survey, 1910. 
Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, &c. 
Mineral Survey, 1911. 
Mineral Survey, 1912. 
Mineral Survey. 
Oilseeds, Oils, &e. x 
Mineral Survey, 1913. 
Roads and Land Settlement. 


LONDON, 
PRINTED BY THE AUTHORITY OF HIS MAJESTY’S 
- STATIONERY OFFICE 
By BARCLAY anp FRY, Lrp., Tur Grove, SourHwakk STREET, S.E. 
1915. 


COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 








No. 860. 





JAMAICA. 


REPORT FOR 1914-15. 


(For Report for 1913-14 see No. 820). 








Presented to botb thouses of Parliament by Command of this Mafestp. 
October, 1915. 











LONDON: 
PRINTED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF HIS MAJESTY’S 
STATIONERY OFFICE 
By BARCLAY anp FRY, Linmtep, Tus Grove, SoutHwarK STREET, S.E. 





To be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 
WYMAN anp SONS, Liurrep, 29, BREams BUILDINGS, FETTER LANE, E.C. 
and 28, ABINGDON STREET, S.W., and 54, St. Mary STREET, CARDIFF; or 

H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE (Scortish Brancs#), 
23, FortH STREET, EDINBURGH; or 
E. PONSONBY, Limirep, 116, Grarron Street, DUBLIN ; 
or irum the Agencies in the British Colonies and Dependencies, 
the United States of Ameiica and other Foreign Countries of 
T. FISHER UNWIN, Limitep, Lonpon, W.C. 


1915. 
(Ca. 7622-51]. Price 3d. Dip, U, of G, 


CONTENTS. 


I.—FInanciat o oe es Ae 





II.—Trapz, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES 


IIL.—Lzerstarion A a nA ae 


IV.—Pvusiic EpucatTion .. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS .. 


“ Vi—Juproran Sraristics .. 0... 


VII.—Vitat Statistics anD Pusiic HEALTH 


VITI.—Postan AND TELEGRAPH SERVICES .. 


IX.—GoOVERNMENT RarlLway oe 


X.—Pusiic WoRKS.. 


XI—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS as re 





PAGE. 


17 


19° 


21 


29 


31 


31 


32 


COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 3 


No. 860. 


JAMAICA. 


(For Report for 1913-14, see No. 820.) 


Tae GOVERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 
King’s House, Jamaica, 
26th August, 1915. 


Sir, 
I have the honour to report on the Blue Book Returns of this 


Government for the financial year ended 31st March. 1915. 





I—FINANCIAL. 


The revenue and expenditure of the year, under the heads of 
Estimates, compared with those of the preceding year, were as follows: 








Revenue. 
{ : 
Heads. Receipts, 1913-14. | Receipts, 1914-15. 
| £ s. d. £ 8s. d. 
Customs .. 426,686 18 11 396,045 1 11 
Port, Harbour, and Lighthouse 
Dues... 8,195 18 2 6,894 19 4 


Licences, Excise, “and “Internal | 
Revenue not otherwise classified 208,655 14 9 201,832 7 
Fees of Office, Stamp Duties, 
Reimbursements - in - aid, and 


Irrigation Receipts .. ee 128,217 12 1 111,831 9 5 
Post Office and Telegraph me 51,791 18 8 49,744 17 1 
Railway .. & 176,677 7 O 179,387 16 3 
Rents Ae ace os ste 3,030 11 0 3,233 10 4 
Interest .. Hd eet 8,355 0 5 13,482 12 10 
Miseallancons Receipts Ba A 15,868 17 4 16,369 5 5 
and Sales os Z 1,158 15 11 1,352 9 7. ny, 
Loan raised to reimburse cost of ify Tromnf: 
Rio Minho Branch Railway .. 20,000 0 0 
Face value of Nickel Coin im Messe he 191; 
ported .. ae Be an _ 500 0 0 ra 





£1,048,638 14 1 £980,174 9 9 
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Expenditure. 
Heads. (Payments, 1913-14. Payments, 1914-15. 
£ 8. de £ s. d. 
Charges of Debt . Be on 189,591 12 1 109,540 4 8 
Pensions .. 33,661 6 8 35,241 13 9 
. Pensions, Widows. and “Orphans 8,390 18 4 9,480 7 8 
Governor and Staff AS oA 6,083 2 0 6,295 6 4 
Privy Council ae awd bat 82 6 3 56 2 10 
Legislative Council we ee 929 19 11 906 11 9 
Colonial Secretariat a ie 5,146 9 1 5,153 5 10 
Public Works Department re 19,121 16 10 19,331 4 9 
Parochial Roads and Works .. | 1,726 11 5 1,712 10 0 
Lands Department ve fe, 3,481 3 3 4,183 2 4 
Railway .. we os, Ais 112,528 1 10 107,259 5 0 
Audit Office e oe oe 4,034 0 9 4,206 5 3 
Treasury Department A es 3,832 16 0} 3,841 7 11 
Government Savings Bank ate 2,137 15 11 2,056 8 4 
Immigration . < ee 1,061 2 8 788 18 4 
Clerks Parochial Boards ae 450 0 0 450 0 0 
Stamp Office, Excise, Internal 
Revenue, and Customs ay) 54,867 19 8 58,457 8 1 
Postal and Telegraph Service .. 47,097 12 1 49,612 16 7 
Construction of Halwey Pier é 
No.3 .. a 12,610 5 10} 6,290 3 5 
Judicial .. ut nie a 38,802 0 7 38,550 11 5 
Ecclesiastical as ae on 868 14 8 830 0 0 
Medical .. ae 75,975 18 5 77,912 9 3 
Constabulary and Prisons z: 95,784 7 8 99,702 6 5 
Industrial Schools, Reformatories 6,674 15 5 6,615 13 6 
Education. . ae 84,013 11 1 85,120 12 2 
Harbours and Pilotage Be 3,476 12 3 3,157 18 2 
Military : Imperial Troops, Colo- 
nial Defence .. oe 7,475 7 9 17,693 19 0 
Direct Cable Subsidy .. 750 0 0 1,000 0 0 
Railway to Chapelton (Rio Minho 
Branch). . 13,122 18 1 Core 
Record and Registrar- General’s 
Office, Registrar of Titles .. 5,524 12 6 5,460 19 4 
Government Printing Office .. 9,425 15 1 9,339 la 1 
Institute of Jamaica i Se 1,551 9 2 1,500 0 0 
Board of Supervision .. a 72719 8 399 16 9 
Agricultural Services .. Pes 20,959 13 3 15.824 17 3 
Miscellaneous .. 48,785 3 0 38,274 19 3 
Public Works and Buildings, 
Lighthouses .. 144,344 10 10 121,502 10 3 
Purchase of Sugar as Colony’ $ 
War Contribution Re nis —_— 25,879 2 0 
Relief Works, Manchester ae — 14613 0 
Hurricane Assistance .. ore 338 8 10 —_ 
Manufacture of Nickel Coin .. a 243 5 6 
£1,065,436 18 10 | £1,054,969 0 9 
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The total revenue and expenditure for the last five years have 


been as shown below :— 
Revenue. Expenditure. 
e = 


1910-11 .. ae oe or 990,399 987,304 
1911-12 .. ete oH os 1,161,014 1,155,208 
1912-13 .. Ps a 1,206,161 1,304,930 
1913-14 .. oa a6 ad 1,048,639 1,065,437 
1914-15 .. a oe ae 980,174 1,054,969 


The revenue for 1914-1915 was less than the original estimate by 
£84,117 10s.3d. Nearly every Head of Receipts showed material 
decrease as compared with the estimate, thus :—Customs, £43,955 ; 
Port, Harbour, and Light-house Dues, £1,605; Licences, Excise, and 
Internal Revenue, £8,092 ; Fees of Office, Stamp Duties, &c., £9,487 ; 
Post Office and Telegraphs, £2,255; Railway, £20,612; and Interest, 
£2,906. The only increase of consequence was £3,608 under Miscel- 
laneous. These shrinkages in revenue were chiefly due to the great 
war, and on the 17th September, 1914, a law was passed reimposing the 
additional 62 per cent. import duty on the value of all goods which 
fall without the specific and free schedules of the tariff law. This 
additional levy to the end of the financial year realized £25,206, but 
in spite of this the total yield of the Import Duties for the year was, 
as is stated above, £43,955 less than the original estimate based on, 
the lower duty. If, therefore, the extra duty had not been put on, 
Customs Dues would have been £69,161 less than the estimate. If 
the yield of the reinforced Import Duties (£396,045) be compared with 
the amount received in the preceding year (£425,686), the falling off is 
£30,641. This would have been increased to £55,847 if the extra 
6$ per cent. had not been added to the ad valorem duty of 10 per cent. 


in force at the beginning of the year. 


The expenditure was less than the Budget estimate by 
£52,305 12s. 2d., but as supplementary appropriations amounting 
to £60,000 were voted, there was a saving of £112,305 12s. 2d. on the 
total sums voted for the services of the year. The supplementary 
appropriations voted at the War Sessions in August and September 
were respectively £10,000 for defence and £50,000 to be expended in 
the purchase ot sugar as a gift to the Home Government. 








There were savings on almost every head of expenditure as the 
result of the action taken at the beginning of the war, which is herein- 
after referred to. If the payments are considered against the votes, 
the following are the chief points of difference, £1,000 and over only 
being taken, viz :—Decreases under Charges ot Debt of £3,632: under 
Public Works Department of £1,821; under Lands Department of 
£1,008; under Post Office and Telegraphs of £4,913; under Medical 
of £3,113; under Constabulary and Prisons of £2,280; under Har- 
bours and Pilotage of £1,107; under Agricultural Services, £1,097 ; 
under Public Works and Buildings, £57,316; under Railway, £13,771 
(includes £4,359 under Pier No. 3); and under Chapelton Railway 
Estimates of the whole Vote of £1,400, less a few shillings. Apart 
from sugar and defence the only similar increases were £1,457 under 
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Excise, Internal Revenue, and Customs, and £7,475 under Miscellaneous. 
This latter excess is more than accounted for by a deferred expenditure 
from the previous year for new pumps for the Kingston Pumping 
Station (£4,591), and the costs of appeal in certain tramway cases 
(£1,704), and Interest on Temporary Advances (£2,471). 


If the payments are considered against those of the preceding year 
the following are the chief points of difference :—Increases ot £1,580 
under Pensions of Public Officers; of £1,089 under Pensions of Widows 
and Orphans of Public Officers ;_ of £3,589 under the Revenue Depart- 
ment; of £2,515 under Postal and Telegraphs; ot £1,936 under 
Medical; of £3,917 under Constabulary and Prisons; of £1,107 
under Education; of £10,218 under Military (Defence); and of 
£25,879 in respect ot the gift of sugar to the Home Government. 


The chief decreases were £5.134 under Agricultural Services ; 
£10,510 under Miscellaneous; £11,588 under Railway (£6,290 of 
which was in respect of Pier No.3); £13,122 under Clarendon Railway 
extension; and £23,180 under Public Works and Buildings. 


The receipts during the year being £980,174 and the expenditure 
£1,054,969 ; there was a deficit on the year’s transactions of £74,795. 
Asthe surplus balance in the Surplus and Deficit Account of the Govern- 
ment on the lst April, 1914, was £59,417, the year ended with a deficit 
of £15,378 to be met from the Insurance Fund. It had been expected, 
when the revised estimates of 1914-1915 were being made up prior 
to the passing of the estimates of the year 1915-1916, that this deficit 
would be £40,872, a difference of £25,494 ; but it was not found possible 
to spend within the year as much as was expected in the matter of 
the gift sugar. This accounted for about £12,400 of the apparent 
saving and, of course, meant that it was simply expenditure deferred 
until the year 1915-1916; about £600 represented other unavoidable 
deferred expenditure, so the remainder, say £12,500, represented 
further savings than had been expected at the date the revised 
estimates were made up. 


Immediately on he outbreak of the great war, in order to make 
provision for the decrease in revenue, which I felt sure would ensue, 
I ordered the suspension of all those new works on roads, buildings, 
etc., which were not of absolute necessity and called upon every 
-department of Government to suspend for the time, all but the 
unavoidably necessary expenditure. By these means the pressure 
of the situation on the island’s finances was reduced as much as possible 
and there resulted savings on the votes (excluding trom consideration 
the matter ot the vote and expenditure on account of the gift of sugar) 
amounting to a total of £88,165.* 





£ £ 
*Total votes .. te we 1,167,275 
Less sugar vote on at 50,000 
———— ___ 1,117,275 
Total expenditure .. eae 1,054,969 
Less sugar expenditure .. 25,879 


1,029,090 
88,165 
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These savings (£88,165—excluding sugar) added to the yield of 
the additional taxation put on as a result of the war (£25,206) came to 
£113,371, by which amount the Colony would have been in a worse 
position financially at the end of the year if the measures above briefly 
alluded to had not been taken in the early days of war. 


The public debt of the Island (most of which is represented by pro- 
ductive investments) amounted to £3,854,305 on the 31st March, 1915. 
The accumulated sinking funds on the same date amounted to £968,739, 
leaving a net liability of £2,885,566. Included in the debt were 
guaranteed public loans for local purposes, secured on municipal 
tates and undertakings, amounting to £467,801, the sinking funds in 
respect of which amounted to £79,874. 


The totals of the revenue and expenditure of the City Council of 
Kingston, of the Kingston General Commissioners, and of all the 
Parochial Boards taken together, for the last five years, are shown in 
the following comparative statements :— 


Kingston City Council. 
Receipts. Expenditure. 
£ £ 


1910-11 ate oe ae 35,755 35,385 
1911-12 es ee if 46,565 45,846 
1912-13 gs we a 41,515 43,846 
1913-14 ry oe ae 39,100 37,610 
1914-15 me ae - 38,420 37,777 
Kingston General Other Parochial Boards 
Commissioners. (14 Parishes.) 
Receipts. Expenditure. Receipts. Expenditure. 
1910-11 .. 64,088 62.873 136.118 139,082 
1911-12 .. 69,740 72,875 123,179 124,059 
1912-13 .. 44,656 54,842 148,029 146,491 
1913-14 .. 48,479 44,503 154,813 148,199 
1914-15 .. 49,919 52,074 136,107 129,187 


The debts of the Parochial Boards to the Treasury for advances 
made for water-works and markets amounted at the close of the year 
to £18,623. 
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IIL—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
(a) Imports and Exports. 


The total values of imports and exports for the last five years are 
as follows :— 


Imports. Exports. 

£ £ 
1910 a oA 2,614,943 2,568,222 
1911 se oe 2,865,553 2,948,067 
1912 = sie 3,050,478 2,709,283 
1913 ue ere 2,837,446 2,430,207 
1914 2, 565, 820 2,904,533 


The imports decreased e £271,626 and the exports increased by 
£474,326. With the passing of a cycle of years, characterised by deficient 
rainfall, the year 1914 was agriculturally prolific, and notwithstanding 
the handicap of war conditions and the competition in the island’s 
principal fruit market of a phenomenally abundant crop of home- 
grown fruits, the domestic exports of the year actually constituted 
a record, having been in excess of those of 1911 by upwards of £22,000 
when from the figures are eliminated the value of re-exports. Nor is 
there reason to doubt that but for the interposition of unlooked for 
factors the volume of imports also would have approached high water 
mark. 


If a perspective of forty years be taken at intervals of ten years 
the growth of the imports and exports is thus indicated :— 


Imports. Exports. 

£ £ 
1874 Beye a 1,759,942 1,442,080 
1884 Os te 1,487,832 1,483,989 
1894 me. 2,191,745 2,075,689 
1904 pens 1,682,355 1,436,725 
1914 ES 2,565,820 2,904,533 


The imports and exports under the approved statistical grouping 
for 1914 and 1913 compare thus :— 
1914. 1913. 
Imports. Exports. Imports. Exports. 
£ £ £ £ 


1.—Animals, Food, 

Drink, and Tobacco, 1,020,654 2,422,748 1,224,389 1,846,703 
2.—Raw Material or 

Articles mainly un- 


manufactured .. 281,465 192,188 121,825 184,565 
3.—Manufactured wholly 
or mainly .. - 1,250,280 214,606 1,488,666 216,579 
4,—Miscellaneous un- 
classified ah ste 940 1,139 2,163 1,541 
5.—Bullion and Specie .. 12,481 73,852 403 180,816 





£2,565,820 2,904,533 2,837,446 2,430,207 
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Tabies giving the trend of trade are given by the Collector General 
for forty years as below—countries from which imports are drawn, 
with values and rates in each case :-— 

















1874. | 1884. | 1894. | 1904. | 1914. 
| : - 

£ al nee £ £ £ 
United Kingdom 966,469] 789,506/1,106,284| 788,452) 986,218 
54:9%| 53-19% | 50°5%| 468%} 385% 
United States 540,124! 469,692| 803,340) 719,262/1,221,150 
30°89, | 31°60%| 366% | 42-7%| 47-69%, 
Canada 187,366] 177,260] 186,320] 115,891) 208,884 
10°6%| 118%] 85%] 68%} 81% 
Other Countries 65,983, 51,374] 95,801) 58,750| 149,567 
37%) 35%] 449%] 3°70] B8O%H 





Countries to which exports are distributed, with the like information 


in each case :— 











1974. | 1884. | 1894. | 1904. | 1914. 
a eee £ £ £ 

United Kingdom 1,141.459| 643,628] 554,082} 271,209) 529,803 
79:2%| 43-4%| 26°7%| 18:9%| 18-2% 

United States 21,071| 461,87711,189,618| 768,121/1,769,464 
15%] 31:1%|  57°3%| _ 53-5%| ” 60-9% 

Canada 8,034) 198,660 35,681 126,693] 208,516 
6%; 13-4%| 1-74] + 88%! 7:2% 

Other Countries 271,516, 179,824 296,308| 270,703| 396,750 
18-79%| 121% | 14°3°%| 18°8%| 13°7% 














The following table gives a birdseye view of the relative importance 
to the island during each of the last three years of its staples and of 


minor products :— 








1912. 1913. 1914. 
| 

Sugar .. fy 51% 23% 70% 
Rum .. a 2-6% 4-6% 36% 
Gee ee ae 
Coa .. oe Ne . “5% 
Dyewoods 3-468 5-250 4.5% 
Fruit .. SH 54-79, 48-6% 545% 
Pimento o- 3-0°% 40% 16% 
Minor Products 15-1% 23-0% 17-4% 
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The acreage returned in 1914-15 grouped under the four main 
divisions of the Agricultural returns and compared with the average 
acreage under these headings in the four preceding years produces 
the following abstract :— 








1914-15. Average 1910-14. 
Acres. Acres. 
Tilled Lands .. xe any 273,111 271,316 
Guinea Grass .. a ane 172,864 148,157 
Commons i 655 ER 566,153 513,342 
Wood andruinate .. Be 1,114,283 1,216,256 





There 1s an increase m each description of land subjected to some 
sort of care and culture, with consequent falling off in the area returned 
as being in wood and ruinate. 


Lands subject to tillage are further classified under the particular 
crops to which they are dedicated, and the following is an abstract of 
such classification showing the figures for 1914-15 against a four- 








years’ average :— . 

1914-15. Average 1910-14. 

Acres. Acres. 
Canes .. a fs aH 31,727 32,334 
Coffee .. at ‘sis a 18,175 22,869 
Coconuts "hs Sa ae 29,731 17,531 
Bananas 2 at we 85,854 82,064 
Cocoa .. eu 2s ae 11,088 11,722 
Ground Provisions .. ste 63,640 72,061 
Mixed Cultivation .. ae 28,603 28,626 
Minor Items .. no SS 4,293 4,106 











In connection with this abstract the Collector-General remarks :— 


“Last year it was recorded that the cultivation of canes, coffee, 
and cocoa were on the down grade, and the figures here given show that 
the downward tendency has not yet been arrested, canes showing a 
further decrease of 607 acres, coffee 4,694 acres, and cocoa 634 acres. 
The very strong present position of sugar in the world markets and 
the favourable position of cocoa, will doubtless result in much more 
attention being given to these products in the immediate future, but 
the indications are that coffee will continue to give way to fruit-growing. 
The great increase in the coconut area—12,000 acres—is no doubt due 
to the return to bearing of groves that were destroyed in the hurricane 
of 1903, and had to be replanted. Bananas show an increase of 3,790 
acres over the average, and if only a proportion of the rumours reaching 
ras as to the condition of this industry in Central American Republics 
be well grounded, confidence in the future of the banana in this country 
will be justified. Ground provisions show a falling off of 8,421 acres, 
probably due to lands being less exclusively devoted to root crops 
than was formerly the case, and minor items exhibit an improved 
acreage of 187 acres.” 
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The following abstract of the number of separate properties laid 
under contribution to general and parochial revenues during the year 
1914-1915 and the different descriptions, set out and compared with 
the figures of the year preceding, show the following :— 








| 1914-15. 1913-14 

| Number. Number. 

Properties valued at £20... .. 63,921 | 62,889 
55 oat £30). ees 6,653 | 6,653 

e » at £40 53,098 53,428 

5 » overf40 2... 31,275 | 30,715 
Occupiers relieved es he a | 1,307 | 1,005 
| (12757 


Properties in arrear .. aa ae | 13,463 








The year just past is the eleventh since the direct taxation for general 
and parochial purposes was transferred to its present basis of real 
property, and the following comparative table given by the Collector- 
General of the progress made in that period will possess interest :— 























2 | 
Approximate | = z . 
number of pro- Number in <p otpentage 
perties on roll. arrears. collected. 
i jl 
| 1903-04. 1914-15.) 1903-04.' 1914-15.| 1903-04.) 1914-15. 
—| jee a eee J oA 

Kingston «| 7,850 8,128 231 60 29 1 
St. Andrew +) 7,525 | 10,806 1,468 | 512 19°5 47 
St. Thomas | 8,417 | 10,008 2,961 | 394 35°2 39 
Portland | 8,161 | 10,512) 1,766) 167) 21°6 15 
St. Mary | 10,159 | 12,788) 2,920; 361) 287 2 
St. Ann.. ..| 12,249 | 14,937 1,489 1,254 12:1 83 
Trelawny «| 6,106 8,356 921 353 15° 42 
St. James oi 6,091 7,298 839 | 352 13°8 48 
Hanover -.| 6,523 7,590 143 471 2-2 62 
Westmoreland ..! 10,388 | 11,538 442 1,361 4°2 V7 
St. Elizabeth ..| 12,667 | 15,933 642 1,234 5 TT 
Manchester F | 12,110 | 14,288 234 1,854 2 12°9 
Clarendon «+| 14,657 | 17,620 1,702 2,798 116 15°8 
St. Catherine ..| 14,942 | 19,408 2,806 2,291 18°7 117 
Port Royal . | 199 205 5 1 25 “4 

| | | 

| 138,044 | 169,415 | 18,569 | 13,463 

: | 











In the parishes of Westmoreland, Manchester, Clarendon, and St. 
Catherine the percentage of arrearage may perhaps be higher than it 
should be, but there were local causes accounting for this in the shape 
of the aftermath of hurricane in one case and drought in the others, 
but with minimum imposts of from 3s. 2d. to 4s. 4d. per holding of real 
property it is difficult to admit that the causes enumerated are sufficient 
to account for arrears so high as from 11:7 to 15°8 per cent. On this 
point the Collector-General reports as follows :—‘‘ The general senti- 
ment of the bulk of the peasantry is opposed to direct taxation in any 
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form, a sentiment which it is feared is fostered by those higher up 
the social scale. Prior to 1903 the direct taxes were levied on rental 
values of houses, on cultivation, and on holdings according to area, 
but the small holder became so overweighted and arrears accumulated 
to such an extent, that legislative intervention was sought and arrears 
were forgiven and a new start made under more favourable auspices, 
but I am afraid that whatever the incidence and however small the 
rating, the repugnance to direct taxation will always constitute a 
handicap to efficient collection.” 


The Surveyor-General makes the following observations with regard 
to the sale of Crown Lands, &c., during the year :— 


Sale of Land. 


Three hundred and fourteen instalment purchasers, who bought 
2,881 acres under the Rules for the sale of Crown Lands to small 
settlers have completed payment of their instalments of purchase 
money and been issued titles for their lands. There were also 53 
other purchasers who paid cash down for 193 acres. To date, of the 
total of about 33,029 acres that have been sold partly on credit since 
1897, about 25,807 acres have been paid for in full, about 3,336 acres 
taken back for failure to pay, and about 3,489 acres still remain in 
possession of the purchasers to be paid for. On 3rd December, 1914, 
the Rules for the sale of Crown Lands to settlers, which had been partly 
suspended during the past few years, owing to the large amount of 
land that was out on credit, were issued afresh with some slight amend- 
ments, and since that date 70 applications to purchase 538 acres have 
been received, of which 35 applicants have been allotted 216 acres in 
satisfaction of their applications. More applications are still coming 
in and debt collecting and retaking of lands for failure to pay will, as 
in the past, continue to be undertaken. Twenty-three purchasers 
were issued refunds of £42 10s. 6d. for establishing one-fifth of cheir 
purchased area in bearing cultivation of permanent crops or making 
building improvements on town lots; £34,440 has been received for 
sale of lands since 1897. The purchase money received during the 
year is £1,527 4s.10d. Roads were made to Crown lands at Grant 
Bailey’s and Clover Hill, St. Ann, and at Mount Donald, St. Thomas, 
at a cost of £218 4s. 2d. 


Leases and Tenancies. 


512 acres and 12 town lots have been leased to 14 persons for 
£203 18s. Od. per annum, and 865 praedial tenancies have been made 
at rentals ranging from 12s. to 20s. per acre per annum. The total 
amount of rent received for the year is £3,182 15s. 54d. 


Forfeiture of Lands. 


1,7602 acres have been finally forfeited. No fresh notifications of 
forfeitable land have been issued owing to the considerable area on 
which forfeiture proceedings are pending, covering no less than 9,4312 
acres, on which the half way stage of interlocutory judgment has 
been reached on only 2,492 acres. 
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No fresh squatters or escheat cases have been concluded ; two are still 
pending. Sundry prosecutions of trespassers, tenants, etc., had to be 
undertaken. Titles and surveys for several schools and teachers’ 
cottages were completed. 


AGRICULTURE. 


A serious drought in the summer months, which particularly affected 
some of the best banana and sugar districts, caused a reduction in the 
major crops of the island that would otherwise have attained a very 
gratifying standard of production. 


The exports of cacao for the year achieved a record both in quantity 
and value, while the recent increase in the price has encouraged planters 
to pay still more attention to this staple. The various plant nurseries 
distributed 145,000 cacao plants during the year, mainly to small 
settlers. By these agencies 340,000 cacao plants have been distributed 
to the peasantry during the past three years. The indications are that 
cacao will become of increasing commercial importance to Jamaica 
in the near future. 


The export of coconuts also established a record coincident with 
the recovery of this industry from the severe blow administered by 
the hurricane of 1993. Large plantings have recently been made and 
this staple is rapidly assuming a position of importance in the resources 
of the Colony. 


Sugar and rum have received some encouragement from recent 
happenings and the estates are looking forward to a profitable year. 
But for the drought the sugar industry would have benefited greatly 
from the rise in price of sugar due to the war. Progress is being made 
with the Cockpit irrigation works in Vere, which should serve to 
establish the sugar industry in this area on a sound basis in the near 
future. 


The banana industry has had a prosperous year in 1914, but, owing 
to the summer drought and the collapse of the European market for 
bananas due to the war, there has recently been not only a reduced 
demand for the fruit, but also a lack both of quality and of quantity 
in the output of bananas from Jamaica. 


The “ Panama Disease” has given some cause for anxiety, owing 
to the difficulty in securing adequate measures of quarantine among 
the small owners whose fields were infected with the disease. 


A stringent law was therefore passed and the staff of Inspectors 
has been increased so as to secure efficient control of this and other 
- serious diseases of plants. The actual number of banana plants 
affected with Panama disease was small, but it appeared that the 
disease was being spread owing to the carelessness and disobedience 
of persons whose fields were attacked and that larger powers of control 
were necessary in order to stamp out the infection. 
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Only two cases of anthrax were dealt with during the year under 
the Contagious Diseases of Animals Law, and the general health of the 
livestock of the Colony has been good. 


The Government Stock Farm at Hope seems now to be on a sound 
basis and closed the year with a surplus of £1,053 on the balance sheet, 
while the revenue earned was £1,778, as against the original estimate 
of £1,350. 

Despite the loss of imported cattle to the value of £1,400, the live 
stock valuation shows a surplus of over £600 over the original 
expenditure. 


Of the 55 bulls that have been distributed from the Farm to various 


breeders in the island, 21 were pedigree Red Polls, and 14 pedigree 
Jerseys from imported parents of the best breeding. 


The experiments with guinea corn silage have shown that this 
valuable fodder can be produced at a cost of less than 6s. per ton, while 
the effects of a prolonged drought were successfully offset through 
the feeding of silage to the herd of cattle. 


The educational work at the Farm School continues to progress, 
and despite war conditions there has been a full attendance of students 
at that institution. 

A new station was established during the year on the Savanna, at 
Lititz, where trials are being made of drought-resistant crops suitable 
for this depressed district. where the rainfall is so scanty and irregular. 


The staff of the Department of Agriculture has recently been 
strengthened by the addition of an entomologist. 


SHIPPING. 


The number and tonnage of ships reported in 1914 compared with 
the numbers reported in the year preceding were as follows :— 
1914—1,434 vessels with tonnage of 2,164,185 tons. 
1918—1,401 _,, a » 9 2,048,296, 


The corresponding figures in regard to vessels cleared were :— 


1914—1,424 vessels with tonnage of 2,142,663 tons. 
1913—1,400 _ se ge gp 2, DUBLB2T. gy 


Admiralty requirements due to the war and soaring charter rates, 
sufficiently account for decrease in tonnage and for the increase in 
the number of smaller craft employed. 


The numbers of steam and sailing vessels reported are shown by 
the following figures :— 
1914—-1,261 steamers with tonnage of 2,122,083 tons. 
1913—1,201 = a 99 2,498,859, 
1914— 178 sailing vessels a » 42,102 ,, 
1913— 200 ,, “ op 49,437, 
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The corresponding figures in regard to vessels cleared were :— 


1914—1,253 steamers with tonnage of 2,101,603 tons. 


1913—1,207 as 3 >» -»-2,525,255 
1914— 171 sailing vessels S » 41,060 ,, 
1913— 193 eet sts: 744,572) yy 


The division of the island’s carrying trade between British and 
foreign tonnage will he sufficiently indicated by the following summary 
of the versels reporting in 1914 and in 1913 :— 


Vessels. Tons Vessels. Tons. 
British steam in 1914 .. 445 1,115,934 
British sailing in 1914... 127 11,733 


— ——- 572 1,127,667 
Foreign steam in 1914... 816 1,006.149 
Foreign sailing in 1914... 46 30,369 

— ae 862 1,036.518 
British steam in 1913 .. 515 1,442,556 
British sailing in 1913 .. 145 15,943 

— a 660 1,458,499 
Foreign steam in 1913... 686 1,056,303 
Foreign sailing in 1913... 55 33,494 

— ——— 741 1,089,797 


The following further abstract taken from the Collector-General’s 
separate report and designed to show the growth within the last forty 
years of shipping visiting the island is of much interest :— 


Ships Reported. Ships Cleared. 
No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage. 
1874. 808 381,777 829 384,601 
1884. 845 475,752 849 469,529 
1894. 1,131 774,014 1,136 790,326 


1904. 1,185 1,220,209 1,185 1,220,533 
1914 1,434 2,164,185 1,424 2,142,663 


In 1874 the average tonnage of a visiting ship was 468 tons; during 
the past year the average tonnage per ship was over 1,500 tons. 


TIl—LEGISLATION. 


Forty-one Laws were passed during the year 1914, nearly all of which 
were assented to by me in the financial year under review and 23 
during the ordinary session of the Legislative Council in 1915, which, 
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owing to the closing of the session at an earlier date than usual, were 
also assented to by me in the same financial year. Of these the 
most important were :— 


Law 6 of 1914 to amend the Criminal Law Amendment Law, 1906. 


Law 19 of 1914 providing for the compulsory treatment of persons 
suffering from yaws. 


Law 22 of 1914 to make provision with respect to the laying out of 
building lots and the opening of new streets. 


Law 24 of 1914 prohibiting the navigation of aircraft for certain 
purposes. 


Law 25 of 1914 to further amend Law 28 of 1904 entitled a “ Law 
to consolidate and amend the Resident Magistrates Laws.” 


Law 26 of 1914 to provide for the apportionment between general 
revenue and parochial funds of certain expenses incurred in 
connection with the care of lunatics. 


Law 31 of 1914 for preventing overcrowding on ships bringing 
steerage passengers to Jamaica and for providing life-saving 
appliances on such ships. 


Law 33 of 1914 consolidating the Laws relating to the protection of 
birds and fish. 


Laws 34 and 35 of 1914 consolidating the Laws relating to secondary 
and elementary education respectively. 


Law 36 of 1914 providing for Bank notes being made legal tender. 


Law 37 of 1914 providing for the establishment of the Jamaica 
Volunteer Defence Force. 


Law 38 of 1914 to prevent the publication and transmission of 
naval and military intelligence at times to be determined by 
the Governor. 


Law 39 of 1914 to render the Jamaica Constabulary Force liable to 
military service in case of invasion. 
(The last four Laws were passed at the special session of the Legislative 
Council called in August shortly atter the outbreak of war). 


Law 1 of 1915 empowering the Governor to fix maximum retail 
prices of foodstuffs, etc. 


Law 3 of 1915 to prevent the introduction and spread of plant 
disease. 


Law 6 of 1915 to provide for the imposition of restrictions on aliens 
in time of war, etc. 


Law 7 of 1915 to secure the obtaining ot information during the 
present war as to stocks of articles of commerce and to take 
possession thereof. 


Law 9 of 1915 giving powers for securing the public safety and 
defence of the island during the present war. 
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Law 13 of 1915 to provide for the protection of public stores. 


Law 21 ot 1915 to enable orders to be given for restricting the sale 
or consumption of intoxicating liquor during the war. ¥ 


Law 22 of 1915 relating to trading with the enemy. 


The usual financial measures and certain amending Laws were also 
passed. 





IV.—PUBLIC EDUCATION. 


The Director of Education furnished the following statistics :— 











] 
Schools on| Average | Average Per- Total 
Annual | Number |Attendance| centage on| Payments 
Grant of for Year | Average to Ele- 
Year. List at Scholars ended Attend- | mentary 
end of on 31st ance of Schools 
Financial | Books. March. Number and 
Year. | on Books. |. Teachers. 
1914-15 am 696 94,955 | 56,333 67°32 £67,440 
1913-14 an 697 96,757 55,411 61:66 £66,847 

















The annual examination of teachers and Training College students 
shows the following results :— 


There were 127 Jamaica students presented, of whom 109 passed, 
13 obtaining honours. Of the 17 students from British Guiana and 
the Leeward Islands all passed except four. 


For the Pupil Teachers’ examination 445 were presented and 225, 
or 51 per cent., passed; of volunteer candidates 2,349 were presented, 
and 810, or 34 per cent., passed. 


The total amount expended on elementary education through 
the Department was £85,010, as compared with £83,937, and by the 
Public Works Department, in the building of Government Schools 
and schoolmasters’ houses, £2,725, as compared with £10,407 in 
the previous year. es 


Notwithstanding the curtailment of expenditure consequent upon 
the war, it was found possible to provide better accommodation in 
certain places where it was needed, and to complete and equip three 
new Government Schools; seven sites for Government Schools were 
also acquired. The Director of Education remarks that gradually a 
healthier attitude of the question of school sanitation is being adopted. 
The scheme for the creation of Parish and District School Boards was 
practically completed and the success with which the work ot these 
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Boards has been started is stated to be most encouraging. The 
Kingston Infant School was closed during the year. The immediate 
ground for this was the urgent need for economy which was disclosed 
on the consideration of the estimates for the current year. A party 
of 50 English teachers, members of the London Teachers’ Association, 
visited Jamaica and spent a week in the island during the month of 
August. 

The number of schools placed in the first class on the results of the 
annual examination is less by four, and those in the second class less 
by two than in the previous year; the number ot third class schools 
has remained the same and the failures have increased trom four to 
seven. 


Industrial Schools. 


The number of inmates of the Industrial Schools, male and female, 
was :— 


Stony Hill .. a a ee ee -. 505 
Shortwood .. se ss a oh eos 
Alpha Cottage es as dae ee -. 208 
Belmont ae x we = ‘3 Pr 20 
Happy Grove os zs be os a 10 
Broughton .. oi ots Bes me aa 20 

Atotalof .. 763 


The Industrial School at Shortwood was closed on the 10th February, 
1915, and the inmates, 15 girls and one boy, returned to the care of 
parents or others able and willing to take them. The question of 
closing this school had long been under consideration and was decided 
on after reports from the Director of Education that the Institution 
was not sufficiently serving the purpose for which it was established, 
and was costing a high rate of maintenance which fell heavily on the 
parishes. 


Secondary Education. 


The expenditure of the endowed schools during the year was as 
follows :— 


£ 
Jamaica College .. ne a ah oe 3,272 
Munro and Dickenson’s .. Sa sa a 5,686 
Wolmer’s .. ais ae ae we .. 8,191 
Manning’s .. is zy oe re -. No report. 
Rusea’s.. ts, a we hs ae 403 
Titchfield .. - ee ss Ss -. 1,915 
Beckford and Smith’s .. ee Wa a 341 
Manchester Schools es Be ws ar 330 
Vere Schools a ee i War eect 1,327 
Montego Bay School .. ae . de 888 
Guthrie Davidson’s es oe oe 2m 68 


£17,421 
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Exclusive of Manning’s and Beckford and Smith’s, the total number 
of pupils was 1,396, which include those receiving elementary education 
in the Titchfield Schools. 


The Jamaica Scholarship for Boys for 1915 was won by a pupil 
from the Jamaica College, and that for girls by a pupil from Hampton 
(Munro and Dickenson). The £60 scholarship was awarded to a pupil 
from Potsdam. 


192 boys and girls are reported to have passed the Cambridge 
examinations, 52 of whom did so with honours. 





V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
(a) Public Hospital, Kingston. 


Indoor patients treated, 3,123 ; outdoor patients, including paupers, _ 
9,007; dressings done for outpatients, 22,667; prescriptions made 
up, 17,652; total surgical operations, 1,289; dental cases, 1,966 ; 
daily average number of inmates, 207; total cost of maintenance, 
£10,869 ; receipts, £725 15s. 4d. 


(b) Victoria Jubilee Lying-in-Hospital. 

Number of patients admitted, 651; 8 pupil nurses admitted for 
training, seven of whom passed and received certificates; average 
daily number of patients, 16; receipts, £545 6s. ld.; expenditure, 
£1,243 19s. 1d. 


(c) Lunatic Asylum. 


Number of patients on 31st March, 1915, 1,399, an increase of 
58 since beginning of the year. Total number of patients under 
treatment during year, 1,670; daily average resident, 1,386; rate 
of recovery, 47°27 per cent; admissions, 329; discharges, 161; 
deaths, 110; death-rate, 7°87 per cent. 

The proportion of insane is one to 631 population. 


Cost of maintenance, £20,337 ; receipts, £9,827. 
(ad) Lepers’ Home. 


Patients on 31st March, 1914.. fe -. 120 
Admitted sy 3 a3 fe e 21 
141 
Discharged a ts = me 8 
Absconded o a Ae oe. 28 
Died... Sia me a ae OL 
_— 23 
On 31st March, 1915 .. Mi bs « 18 


The death-rate was 7 per cent. ; cost of maintenance, £1,099 7s. 8d. ; 
receipts nil. 
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The Medical Superintendent. reports that the treatment by 
“ Antileprol” has been coutinued in suitable cases during the year, 
and observes that when the drug is administered in cases which 
present themselves in the early stages of the disease, the results are 
excellent and most encouraging. 


(e) Government Savings Bank. 


The liability of the bank to its depositors on current account was 
decreased during the year by £33,886, the decrease on ordinary accounts 
being £26,987, and in Government accounts £6,899. 


The ordinary deposits amounted during the year to £85,212, a 
decrease of £21,435, and the withdrawals to £112,199, a decrease of 
£1,325, as compared with the previous year. 


The balance-sheet on 31st March, 1915, shows a liability to depositors 
of £285,939. 


The income and expenditure of the Savings Bank for the year may 
be summarised as below. 


Income. 

Interest on investments. . Pe se .. £10,061 10 10 
Miscellaneous receipts .. 2 - i 817 1 

£10,070 7 11 

Expenditure. 

Interest on deposits... ee -. £6,824 15 Of 
Loss on realisation of investments ee .. 1,297 18 3 
Balance carried to general revenue .. «. 1947 14 7 


£10,070 7 11 


The number of pass books examined was 5,346. 


(f) Registration of Titles. 


Work was steadily carried on; the number of titles registered 
during the year was 882. . 


The Titles Assurance Fund amounted at the end of the year to 
£6,281 85. 3d. 
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VI.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
Courts, Police, and Prisons. 


The judicial statistics show that the total number of convictions in 
Circuit Courts was 98, as compared with 85 in 1913-1914; of con- 
victions in the Resident Magistrates’ Courts, 8,234, as compared with 
8,628; and of summary convictions 15,973, as compared with 14,832. 


Convictions for praedial larceny were 2,009, as compared with 2,369 
in the previous year. 


Commenting on these latter figures the Attorney General remarks : 


“Efforts are being made to check this class of offence by 
encouraging the action of ‘ Authorized persons’ under the pro- 
visions of Law 4 of 1909.” 


There were 3 convictions for murder in the course of the year and 
3 for manslaughter, comparing with 7 and 3 respectively in the 
previous yeaz. 


The committals to the prisons during the year numbered 5,575, 
and to lock-ups for short terms 2,204, making a total of 7,779, as 
compared witb 7,788 in the previous year, a decrease of 9. 


The re-convictions during the year amounted to 2,470, of which 
763 were second convictions, 538 third, and 1,169 fourth and upwards. 
During 1913-1914 the re-convictions numbered 1,918. 


The daily average of prisoners in custody in the Penitentiary and 
Saint Catherine District Prison was 1,314, as compared with 1,456 
during the previous year. There were 31 deaths in the prisons, as 
compared with 59 during 1913-1914. There were 3 executions of 
capital punishment. In the previous year there were 4. 


Considering the institutions separately: 19 deaths occurred in 
the General Penitentiary, representing a rate of 24°39 per 1,000. At 
Saint Catherine District Prison 12 deaths occurred, representing a rate 
ot 22°64 per 1,000, which is a very great improvement on the previous 
year, when it was 60°94 per 1,000. The state and discipline of the 
prisons have been satisfactory; four corporal punishments were 
inflicted for breaches ot discipline. 


The reformatory branch at the District Prison contained 28 lads on 
3lst March. The inmates have a building and compound separate 
from those occupied by the regular prisoners in the District Prison. 


During the year 1914-1915, 168 persons were under supervision as 
probationers under Law 27 of 1909. From these probationers 852 
reports were received. Fourteen probationers were brought before 
the Court for subsequent offences, showing 8 per cent. of lapses. 


The gross expenditure for the General Penitentiary amounted to 
£15,729, and for the Saint Catherine District Prison £7,452, total 
£23,181. The gross earnings in the case of the General Penitentiary 
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were £3,225, and of the Saint Catherine District Prison, £1,452. The 
yield of the Saint Catherine District Prison Farm was valued at £1,138. 
£611 of that amount is the value of articles grown and consumed by 
the prisoners, thereby reducing the cost ot the prison by that amount. 


Police. 


The monthly average number of officers and men below the allowed 
strength duing the year was 22. The number of days absent from 
duty on account of illness was 11,431, 1,641 more than 1913-1914, and 
1,491 less than 1912-1913; 847 men were treated in hospitals, and 
619 in barracks or in private quarters. The figures in 1913-14 were 
626 and 641 respectively. 





The number ot cases reported to the Police and Magistrates was 
36,823, those prosecuted 31,069, and convictions were obtained in 
21,394 cases, as compared with 37,710, 31,430, and 19,672, respectively; 
in the previous year 131 were under remand for trial. The incidence 
of crime per 10,000 of population was 442°91 against 453°59, 424°25, 
and 408°92 for the three previous years. 


There were 33 habitual criminals under police supervision, and 
2,461 under police surveillance during the year. 


The sub-officers and men travelled 632,876 miles in the execution 
of their duty, as compared with 651,774 miles in the previous year. 





VIIL—VITAL STATISTICS AND PUBLIC HEALTH. 


The estimated population of the Island on the 31st March, 1915, 
was 883,158. This figure is arrived at as follows :— 

















Estimated population on 31st March, 1914 864,864 
Births registered, 1914-15 .. ms -» 34,208 
Deaths registered, 1914-15 .. Ar -- 18,802 
—_ 15,406 
880,270 
Migration :— 
Arrivals—general .. By ae «. 15,218 
Arrivals—East Indians ee ae ats Nil 
15.218 
Departures—general. . oh i ++ 12,280 
Departures—East Indians .. Be oe 50 
12,330 
2,888 
883,158 





Of the general arrivals and departures 9,978 and 6,643, respectively, 
were labourers, and show a net emigration of 3,335 persons of this class. 
The remainders, 5,240 arrivals and 5,687 departures, represent a 
net emigration of 447 persons, of whom 50 were Hast Indians. 
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Migration of labourers took place chiefly in respect of the following 
countries :— 
Excess. | Excess. 
Departures} Returned. Departures.| Returns. 
Central America. 5,788 8,910 — | 3,122 
Cuba.. as 749 639 110 — 
Hayti | 61 + 84 _— 23 
Other Countries (American el 
and West Thay 5 345 — 300 
Total - 6,643 9,978 110 3,445 
‘i 








The mean Island population for the year, that is, the population 
on the 30th September, 1914, ascertained by adding to the census 
figures the excess of births over deaths registered since the census, 
was 878,003. On these figures the marriages, births, and deaths have 


been calculated. 


The following is the number of marriages, births. and deaths regis- 
tered during the year, with the rates per 1,000 for this and the preceding 
year :— 





Rate per 1,000. 











1914-5. 1913-14. 
Marriages 2,721 3-0 31 
Births .. 34,208 38°9 35°3 
Deaths .. 18,802 21-4 21-7 
Of the births, 22,861, or 66.8 per 100 were illegitimate. This is the 


highest island rate recorded since the compulsory registration of births 
commenced in 1878. The rate was 64'5 in 1913-1914. 


The general death-rate decreased by °3 per 1,000, but the proportion, 
due to deaths of infants under 5 years of age, shows an increase of 3°8 


per cent. Of the total mortality the deaths of infants were :— 
Under one year 5,722 or 30°4 per cent. 
One year 1,584 or 84 per cent. 
Two years 569 or 3:0 per cent. 
Three years 370 or 2:0 per cent. 
Four years 257 or 1°4 per cent. 


8,502 or 45:2 per 
7,765 or 41:4 per 


cent. 


1913-1914 cent. 


Comparing the infant mortality with the births during the year, 
34,208 infants were born, and 7,306 died at one year of age or under, 
equal to 21°3 per cent. The percentage under 5 years was 24°8. 
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There was great variation in both the birth and death-rates in 
different parts of the island. In the case of the former the lowest 
were in St. Andrew, 54:9; St. Ann, 60°5; and Manchester, 62°4, 
while the highest were in St. Thomas, 72'1 and Hanover, 71°7. The 
death-rate in the parishes of St. Andrew, 26°3; St. Thomas, 24°5; 
Portland, 23°8; St. Mary, 22°7; Trelawny, 22°8; and St. Catherine, 
22'8, were higher than in 1913-14 ; in Kingston, 268; St. Ann, 17:1; 
St. James, 21°9; Hanover, 222; Westmoreland, 20°3; St. Elizabeth, 
174; and Manchester, 15°9, they were lower and in Clarendon there 
was no change. 


Uncertified cases of death were 71°6 per cent., compared with 70:0 
in 1913-1914 and 75:1 in 1910-1911 for the whole Island. The figures 
for Kingston were 14°1 in 1914-1915 and 15°7 in 1913-1914. 


The principal causes of death in Kingston were as follows :— 

















1913-14. ik 1914-15. 
Causes. Number |Rate per 100) Number |Rate per 100 
of of Total of of Total 
Deaths. Deaths. Deaths. Deaths. 
Diarrhea and Enteritis 290 16°7 241 14:9 
Phthisis .. Pes se 163 9-4 146 9-0 
Heart Disease sable 110 6-3 | 108 6-3 
Enteric Fever .. eed 73 4-2 67 4-1 
Atrophy, Icterus, and Scle- | 
roma of new born | 
(under 1 year). . oe 1 185 10°6 | 169 10-4 
Atrophy, Icterus, and In- H 
anition (1 year and | 
upwards) oA weit 45 2°5 31 1:9 
Chronic Bright’s Disease 74 4:2 72 4:4 
Bronchitis ope 59 3:4 45 2-7 
Dysentery Ae are 47 2:7 49 3-0 
Pneumonia nf a 41 23 | 59 3-6 
Pellagra .. a Po 20 1-1 | 21 1-2 











Deaths from malaria in Kingston numbered 22, the same as in 1913— 
1914, and from fever (not otherwise defined) 5 against 21. 
Public Health. 


The expenditure of the Medical Department during the year 
amounted to £77,183, as against £75,292 in 1913-1914. 


The expenditure of this department in the course of the last seven 
years is as follows :— 


1908-9 . an ua .. £56,404 
1909-10 ea cs oe .» £58,317 
1910-11 es a os .. £64,986 
1911-12 a oe -. £68,626 
1912-13 +. ete is .» £74,621 
1913-14 ae Xe ay .» £75,292 


1914-15 a i a .» £77,183 
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This does not include the cost of building, which was £1,816 in the 
past year, bringing up the total to £78,999, or nearly 8 per cent. of 
the revenue collected. 


By special request of the officer in charge of the Royal Army Medical 
Corps, Dr. Scott, the Government Bacteriologist, was given permission 
to attach himself for duty at camp in order to assist in the medical 
work there, due to shortage of medical officers caused by the war. 


With a view to obtaining a better educated and generally higher 
class of dispensary student than has in some instances been entering 
the dispenser’s profession in recent years, it was decided to make the 
preliminary examination to be passed by such students somewhat 
more severe than in the past. 


During the year there was established a travelling dispensary with 
a hospital tent to accommodate 12 patients, with a view specially to 
the treatment ot yaws and also for the purpose of affording medical 
relief to that class of persons in the country districts, who, though 
not paupers, are yet too poor to afford the lowest fee for attendance 
by a District Medical Officer under the Ticket System. 2,322 cases 
of yaws were treated with salvaisan in the several Public General 
Hospitals and Medical Districts during the year. 


The new hospital buildings at Port Maria were completed during 
the year and the old premises vacated. The new buildings are a great 
improvement on the old premises, which was formerly a rum store, 
providing accommodation for 120 ordinary patients and many more 
1m case of emergency, and having an infective diseases block. 


A Cottage Hospital, providing accommodation for six patients, was 
opened at Ulster Spring in the upper part of the parish of Trelawny, 
thus supplying a long felt want in this district. 


Towards the end of the year, Dr. H. H. Howard, Inspecting Medical 
Officer of the Rockefeller International Health Commission, visited 
Jamaica in order to make investigations of the incidence of Hookworm 
disease and infection in Jamaica. In company with the medical 
officers of the districts he visited various insanitary spots and several 
estates employing coolie labour. 


He subsequently submitted a report of his investigations and made 
recommendations with a view to the eradication of the disease ; 
unfortunately, on account of the financial position, it has not been 
found possible to act, for the present, on his suggestions, but it is hoped 
that some permanent benefit to the Island will result from Dr. Howard’s 
visit. 

The treatment by thymol has been continued during the year, 
8,408 cases having been treated at the various country hospitals. 


In addition, 227 East Indian immigrants were thymolised on the 
estates. 
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The Surgeon of the General Penitentiary reports that out of 376 
newly admitted prisoners who were tested, 235, or about 61 per cent., 
were found to be infected. 


The Surgeon reports that most encouraging résults are being 
obtained from the use of a strong infusion of quassia (bitterwood) 
and that these compare so favourably with those obtained from thymol 
that, tor reasons of safety, the use of the latter drug had been entirely 
discontinued. 


The reports of the District Medical Officers on the sanitary conditions 
of the estates employing East Indian labour show that while they may 
be regarded as being, in the main, satisfactory, there is much room 
for improvement, especially with regard to the provision of proper 
latrine accommodation. This is a matter which has been given much 
consideration from time to time, and steps have recently been taken 
to obtain particulars of a type of latrine which will be acceptable to 
the East Indians. 


Quinine appears to be regularly administered on most of the estates. 


Vomiting Sickness. 


This disease is reported as having been very rife this year, the number 
of deaths being 196, 106, or 54 per cent., of which were medically 
certified. In the previous year 133 deaths occurred, 51°1 per cent. 
of which were certified. The largest numbers of deaths were in St. 
James, 42; Clarendon, 41; Trelawny, 32. 


The outbreak in St. James was exceptionally severe in the Montego 
Bay District, so much so that the Government Bacteriologist was sent 
down to make investigations. 


The investigations were commenced towards the end of the financial 
year under review, and were continued in the current year, and the 
results would seem to uphold the suggestion which had previously 
been advanced by Dr. Scott, that certain symptoms of the disease 
indicated the action ot a poison. 


In the first report submitted by Dr. Scott, he stated that after making 
enquiries into 32 cases, there was sufficient evidence to make out a 
strong case against the “ackee,” which is largely used as an article 
of tood by the class of ° persons who are generally attacked by this 
so-called “ vomiting sickness,” but that the chain of evidence could 
not be regarded as complete without confirmation by means of animal 
experiment. 


People generally in the Island have always regarded ackees as 
poisonous under certain conditions. The condition to which most 
suspicion is attached is where ackees have not opened naturally but 
have been forced open after falling from the tree unopened. 
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Dr. Scott obtained specimens of these suspicious ackees and treated 
them in the same way as in the cases in St. James, using the water in 
which they had been boiled for experimental administratiov to animals. 
Three kittens and a dog were experimented upon and in each case 
post-mortems were performed, the results being very similar to those 
seen in cases of human “ vomiting sickness.” 


The soup or pot-water given to these animals is that which is usually 
given to children, amongst whom the number of cases of so-called 
vomiting sickness is greatly preponderant. 


Dr. Scott also shows that the disease corresponds exactly with the 
main ackee season; that the ackee does not grow, at all events to any 
extent, in any other ot the West Indian Islands, thus explaining the 
limitation of the disease to Jamaica; that the symptoms are those 
of an acute intoxication; and that the symptoms were most acute 
in the cases of the younger children of a family who receive the pot- 
water. Dr. Scott also shows that the disease has no preference tor 
sex, and explains that its attacking West Indian natives in greater 
numbers than the East Indian or white population, is due to the East 
Indian rarely eating ackee and being much more careful of his children, 
while the white are more particular in the selection ot the fruit used. 


The symptoms, post-mortem appearances, and histological findings 
in the animals experimented on, Dr. Scott reports, are the same as in 
cases of human vomiting sickness and his opinion is that the condition 
is an acute intoxication by a hot aqueous extract of unopened or 
unwholesome ackees. It should be mentioned that the experiments 
on animals were made atter the close of the year under review and 
the matter will be further referred to in the Report on 1915-16. 


Malaria. 


It was not found possible to continue the special vote of £2,000 for 
the abatement of malaria. 


The number of cases admitted to the various hospitals, other than in 
Kingston, tor malaria was 6,975. 


The District Medical Officer for Kingston reports that malaria seems 
to be disappearing trom Kingston; a similar comment is made by 
the District Medical Officer ot the Four Paths District of Clarendon 
in respect of that district. In some of the other districts of the Island 
there were outbreaks of more or !ess severity. 


General. 


The water supplies of the several towns and villages are on the whole 
satisfactory. A good and ample pipe supply was installed in Chapelton 
during the year. 
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Sanitation generally is reported as having improved since the passing 
of the Health Law, No. 35, of 1910, more interest and action having 
been taken by the several local Boards of Healtb. 


The arrangements made for the treatment of out-patients at hos- 
pitals in 1910-11 resulted in a further increase in the numbers treated. 
During 1914-15 the numbers were :— 





At Kingston Hospital ee - fi f 9,007 
At public general hospitals .. 6. .. 16,561 
In districts... os se 5 ee .. 49,071 
Under the ticket system of reduced payment .. 925 

75,564 





The total number of cases treated in public general hospitals 
during the year under review was 26,875. There were 610 deaths in 
hospitals. Adding the cases treated in the Kingston Public Hospital, 
3,123, the Jubilee (Lying-in) Hospital, 651, the Lunatic Asylum, 
1,670, the Lepers’ Home, 141, the total number of patients treated 
in Government hospitals and asylums was 32,460. 


The principal diseases for which patients were admitted into the 
public general hospitals were as follows :— 


Diseases. 1913-14. 1914-15. 
Cases. Deaths. Cases. Deaths. 
Malarial Fever— 


Intermittent .. we .. 5,885 29 ~=—-6,710 40 
Remittent .. es us 217 23 183 18 
Pernicious srs re om 9 2 14 4 
Skin Diseases as ws .. 6,408 5 4,533 8 
Diseases of the Digestive System.. 1,610 91 1,395 88 
Local Injuries eo ed .. 2,089 30 1,701 17 
Rheumatism a 1,08] _ 896 1 


Diseases of the Respiratory System 940 45 682 54 
Disease of the Circulatory System 198 38 174 40 


Diseases of the Cellular Tissue .. 722 7 798 10 
Ankylostomiasis (Hook-worm) .. 1,815 171,595 17 
Gonorrhea .. abs wes 3 459 _— 513 1 
Syphilis me “is Re ae 761 15 630 16 
Diseases of the Eye ou nt 4022 — 309 — 
Blackwater Fever .. es 8 1 2 1 
Enteric Fever—Typhoid .. ee 304-88 226-58 

Paratyphoid .. 85 9 19 5 


Yaws oe us ar ee 569 1 696 — 


gamaica, 1914-15. 29 


Besides the investigation of vomiting sickness previously reterred 
to, the Governmené Bacteriologist and his Assistant conducted 
examinations of specimens for correct diagnoses of diseases, of rats 
for plague infection, the results of which were uniformly negative, and 
for testing the purity of water supplies. Special research work was 
carried out in regard to typhoid bacillus carriers and contagious 
abortion of cattle amongst the cattle at the Government Stock Farm. 
With the help ot the new Assistant Bacteriologist the total number of 
specimens examined during the year was 12,930; in the previous 
year it was 6,697. 


608 passengers were confined at the Quarantine Station during the 
year; 47 vessels were fumigated; 2,068 packages of passengers’ 
baggage were disinfected, and 68 bags of mails. 


During the year arrangements were made with the British Consular 
officers in the Central American and certain ot the South American 
Republics for the immediate notification by telegram of cases ot in- 
fective disease and in the cas» ot plague of suspected cases also, and 
it is hoped that this arrangement will tend to keep the Island tree from 
plague or serious infective diseases. 








Qualified medical men were appointed as Port Health Officers at 
Port Antonio and Montego Bay during the'year, but thé arrangement 
was discontinued at the end of the year on account of the necessity 
for retrenchment, and it being thought that no risk wovld be run 
by reverting to the former system of Visiting Officers at those ports, 
the quarantine arrangements for dealing with vessels being now so 
strict. 











VIIIL—POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH SERVICES. 


The Postmaster for Jamaica furnishes the following figures, com- 
paring the postal revenues for 1914-1915 with those of the two 
previous years :— 


1912-13. 1913-14. 1914-15. 

Postage 3 . £40,992 138 4 £42,213 8 1 £38,790 1 8 
Commission on Money 

Orders .. or ors 364 3 10 315 0 6 684 15 11 
Local commission on 

British Postal Orders. . 753 19 4 787 2 0 948 3 «1 
Commission on Local 

Postal Orders .. . 402 14 2 —. : a 
Miscellaneous .. ee 583 3 9 750 16 10 1,068 17 9 
Telegraph a .. 8,125 4 10 7,811 9 8 8,255 4 11 





£51,221 9 3 £51,877 17 1 £49,742 3 4 
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These statistics show a decrease of £2,135 in gross revenue as 
compared with the previous year. The expenditure of the year by 
the department amounted to £52,651, as against £50,710 in 1913-1914. 


The progress of the department is illustrated by the following 
figures :— 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £ 
1894-1895. 27,962 33,904 
1904-1905. 33,447 31,725 
1914-1915. 49.742 52,651 


As compared with the two previous vears the numbers of letters and 
postcards were :— 





At General Post Office. 











1912-13. i 1913-14. 1914-15. 

Outwards o - . 4,493,416 | 4,895,811 4,105,119 

Inwards a oo fee 5,499,762 | 6,170,649 5,162,326 
| 

Total .. oe 9,993,178 | 11,066,460 9,267,445 





At District Post Offices. 





Total 1,486,638 3,144,523 2,007,910 





Grand Total | 11,479,816 | 14,210,983 | 11,275,355 





Telegrams sent and received 223,635 226,497 228,172 














There is an increase ot 1,675 in the number of telegrams sent during 
the year, and of £443 15s. 3d. in telegraph revenue. 


One new District Post Office was opened during the year ; the total 
number in existence was 199. 


During the year it became necessary to increase the rates of com- 
mission on Money Orders on the United Kingdom, United States of 
America, and Canada, on account of the rise in bank rates as a result 
of the war. 


5,778 money orders, for £54,012 1s.6d. were issued in Jamaica, 
and 26,559 orders for £65,285 10s.4d., the issues of other countries, 
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were paid here. The principal item is £58,851 13s. 11d. paid on behalf 
of the United States, chiefly on account of remittances from the Canal 
Zone. 


British Postal Orders were issued of the face value of £74,33 13s. 6d.; 
the amount actually sold was £74,991 16s. 6d., and Orders for £45,192 
were cashed in the Colony. 


47,469 parcels, of the declared value of £56,860 Os. 1d. were imported 
by parcel post, and 11,997 of the value of £11,164 3s. 5d. despatched. 


IX.—_GOVERNMENT RAILWAY. 


The total receipts were £179,381, against £176,677 in 1913-14, the 
expenditure, exclusive of debt charges, £107,265, against £112,529 in 
1913-14, making the net earnings £72,116, against £64,148. The 
receipts exceeded those of 1913-1914 by £2,704. There was a decrease 
of expenditure ot £5,264 as compared with the previous year. These 
figures do not include an expenditure of £6,284 on Railway Pier No. 3. 
After paying debt charges on the capital expenditure, which amounts 
to £2,666,725, the net loss to the Public Treasury on the working of 
the railway system amounted to £45,972 for the year. The loss for 
the thirteen years to 1913-14 had been £803,711, bringing up the total 
since the line was taken over by the Government to £849,683. 


X.—PUBLIC WORKS. 


The total expenditure of the Public Works Department for the 
year under review was £160,823, summarised as follows :— 


£ sd. 

Salaries and other Departmental Charges .. 19,330 2 2 
Main Roads and Bridges, Maintenance .. 86,860 13 8 
New Works .. ee a aa .. 11,769 5 11 
Public Buildings, Maintenance & -. 7,266 19 4 
Public Buildings, New Works e -. 4,694 4 3 
Lighthouses .. ae se ne .. 1,529 16 8 
Rio Cobre Irrigation Works .. ins -. 2,636 6 9 
Spanish Town Water Works a we 755 2 1 
Government Schools .. ae ag -. 2,725 9 0 
Telegraph and Telephones .. ee -. 2,804 12 8 
£140,372 12 6 


Adding the work done for other Depart- 
ments and Parochial Boards and paid 
for from other votes, and for Relief 
Works... he oe +» 20,450.12 3 


wo 


£160,823 4 
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This amount is £13,801 15s. 2d. less than the expenditure of the 
previous year, and the smallest since 1907-1908. 


The total length of main roads at the end of the year was 2,213 
miles, 54 chains. 


The average cost ot ordinary maintenance of roads per mile for the 
whole Island was £33 17s. 0d. and, including special works of improve- 
ment, £38 9s. 9d., of which £2 4s. 7d. per mile was due to flood damage. 


The average cost per mile in Kingston was £80 2s.3d., and in 
Manchester £21 9s. 6d., being the highest and lowest respectively. 


Owing to the necessity for economy as a result of the war, expendi- 
ture was deferred on every work which could be postponed without 
positive risk or loss to the Government. 


The average rainfall for the whole financial year was over 62 inches, 
or about 81 per cent. of the general average. The expenditure on 
flood damage was therefore small. 


The road surfaces generally were maintained in good condition. 
The system of rolling the roads appears to increase the life of the 
material 50 per cent. and over. 


No specially important new works were executed. The new Hospital 
at Port Maria and the Cottage Hospital at Ulster Spring were com- 
pleted. 


All light-houses were maintained in good repair and the services 
efficiently rendered. 


Certain works for the Imperial Government were undertaken during 
the year. These works involved the haulage of 2,500 tons of machinery, 
buildings, and building material, over many miles of hilly road to a 
site some 3,500 feet above sea level. 


During the year the Railway and Public Works Stores were separated. 
This has made it possible to provide for the better care of the “ plant ” 
used by the Public Works Department, besides being the means of 
finding use for certain forgotten articles. 


XIGENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The abnormal conditions consequent upon the European war have 
very seriously affected the Colony. Shortage of shipping facilities 
has been the foremost factor in this connection, affecting both the 
export of produce and the import trade. 
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In spite of these circumstances the revised estimate of revenue has 
been more than realised. 


The one industry in the Colony which the war has materially 
benefited is the sugar industry, which has reaped the advantage due 
to the diminished output of beet sugar. 


The demand for cocoa has been of benefit to growers of this product 
in enhancing prices. 


Dyewoods also have, to a limited extent, profited by the increased 
demand. 


The drought in the eacly part of 1914 resulted in a serious diminution 
both in the quality and the quantity ot the fruit produced in the 
banana industry. Seasonable weather in the latter part. of the year 
1914 and early in 1915, gives promise of a much improved condition 
of affairs in this respect. 


I am of opinion, provided no set-back is experienced during the 
forthcoming year, now shat the circumstances inevitable to the con- 
ditions arising from the war have been realised and dealt with, there is 
no need for serious anxiety as to the prospects for the future, except 
as to the provision of adequate shipping facilities for the Island 
produce.* 


Upon the outbreak of war the small settlers were urged to plant 
increased quantities of foodstuffs in view of the expected rise in the 
cost of imported foods. and due to this precaution, and helped by good 
rains, there has been an ample supply of provisions, counteracting to 
some considerable extent the diminution of purchasing power brought 
about by the effects of the war. 


The steps taken upon the outbreak of the war and later by legislation, 
to prevent an unwarrantable increase in the price of imported food has 
kept prices within reasonable limits, and has satisfactorily achieved 
its purpose. 


The tourist traffic to the Island suffered seriously and the talling 
off in the number of tourists was very marked. 


The expressions of loyalty to the Empire and to the Mother Country, 
and the patriotism of all classes since the outbreak ot the war, demon- 
strate the close ties of affection which bind this Colony to the Empire 
and to the Mother Country, and practical proof ot this sentiment may 
be tound in the generous contributions from all sections ot the people 
of Jamaica to the funds for the war, and to their gifts of fruit and 
presents to the soldiers at the front and to sailors of the Grand Fleet. 
About £20,000 has been collected, in the majority of cases in small 
sums, and has been, or is being, transmitted to the various war tunds. 
In addition to this the Colony has voted £50,000 to purchase sugar as 
a gitt to the Mother Country. 





*Since the above was written the hurricane of the night of 12-13 
August has occurred. 
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. 
The Colony has likewise raised and maintained a defence force of 
mounted troops and infantry, which has reached a very creditable 
standard of efficiency, and which is a valuable addition to the regular 
forces of the Island. 


Considerable numbers of young men also have proceeded to the 
United Kingdom with the object of joining the army, and many have 
obtained commissions in the new armies. 


T have &c., 
W. H. Mawnine, 
Governor. 
The Right Honourable 
A. Bonar Law, M.P., 
&e., &e., &e., : 


Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
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Tue CotoniaL SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNOR. 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Bathurst, Gambia, 


14th April, 1915. 
Sir, 


I have the honour to submit herewith my Report on the Blue 


Book for the year 1914. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. T. CampBeLt, 
Colonial Secretary. 
His Excellency 
E. J. Cameron, Esq., C.M.G., 


Governor and Commander-in-Chief, agente 
The Gambia. 
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REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK FOR 1914. 


I.—FINANCIAL. 


1. Revenue.—The total revenue for the year was £86,070 12s. 7d. as 
compared with £96,221 13s. 11d. in 1912, and £124,995 Os. 5d. in 1913. 


2. The estimated Revenue for the year was £100,888, or £14,817 
7s. 5d. more than was actually received. The estimated revenue 
would have been obtained in the ordinary course of events. The 
influence of the war upon the trade of the Colony was most noticeable 
at an early date. 


3. The amounts collected under the various heads of revenue 
during the years 1913 and 1914, with the several increases or decreases, 
were :— 











Head of Revenue. | 1913, 1914. Increase. | Decrease. 
| £ £ £ £ 
Customs ..  .. | 97,691 | 60,525 aS 37,166 
Port Dues .. oe sel 1,987 1,816 —_ 170 
Licences, Excise, etc. A 3,004 1,681 — 1,323 
Fees of Court < : ‘| 2,681 2,924 242 — 
Post Office aie ae 1,714 1,376 | — 338 
Rent of Government Pro- | 
perty .. Be : | 507 450 _— 57 
Government Vessels 1 —_— — 1 
Interest 5 | 4,883 4,521 —_— 361 
Protectorate bd | 10,613 11,150 536 — 
Miscellaneous Receipts ..! 1,236 974 — 261 
Land Sales a ae 673 650 _— \ 23 
ie 
Total ate é | 124,990 86,067 778 39,700 














4. The principal increases were in (1) Fees of Court or Office, etc., 
and (2) Protectorate, and are accounted for by (1) increase in Court 
Fees, Customs Fees, Hospital Receipts, and Colonial Registrar’s Fees, 
and (2) by a large influx of “Strange Farmers” with consequent 
increases in Hut Tax and Farm Rents. 


5. Themarked depression in trade due to the war and the consequent 
reduction in Imports, account for the large falling off under the heads 
“Customs” and “ Port” Dues, while the decreases under “ Licences ” 
and “ Interest” are attributable to the same causes. There has also 
been a decrease under the head “ Post Office,” due to a falling off 
in the sale of stamps to dealers in Europe. 


6. Expenditure.—The expenditure for the year was £120,921 6s. 5d., 
an increase of £25,712 6s. 5d. over that for 1913. The estimated 
expenditure was £108,375, or £12,546 6s. 5d. less than was actually 
incurred. : 
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7. The following isa 


ComparaTIVE RETURN OF REVENUE AND ExPENDITURE 1910-1914, 








Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £ 
1910.. oe o 82,880 63,301 
19ll.. a oe 86,454 71,390 
1912.. ai ae 96,221 81,340 
1913.. oe oe. 124,990 95,209 
1914,. a ae 86,071 120,921 





8. There was no important change in taxation during the year. 


9. On the 3lst December, 1913, assets exceeded liabilities by 
£137,585 3s. 5d.; a year later this excess was £102,734 9s. 7d., a 
decrease of £34,850 13s. 10d., chiefly due to overdrafts at the bank and 
at the Crown Agents. 


10. Investments in Government Securities amounted on the 
31st December, 1914, to £120,276 13s. 5d., which also represents their 
cost price as compared with £98,613 18s. 10d. invested on the 31st 
December, 1913. 


ll. The West African coinage, introduced during 1913, is current 
in the Colony and Protectorate. Silver is legal to any amount. 
English coins are also in circulation as well as a number of five franc 
pieces, of which latter the exchange value is three shillings and tenpence 
halfpenny. The Bank of British West Africa, Limited, is the only 
one in the Colony. The average rate of exchange for bills drawn on 
London during 1913 was one per cent. 


12. The Board of Health is the only Municipal Board in the Colony. 
It is composed of official and non-official members, the Senior Medical 
Officer being president. 


13. The Board of Health derives its revenue from a five-per-cent. 
tate levied on property, annually assessed, in the town of Bathurst, 
from Market and Slaughter-house fees, a Government Grant-in-aid, 
and from miscellaneous receipts. In 1914 the revenue comprised, 
local rates £1,387 6s. Od. ; slaughter-house fees, £109 5s. 3d. ; grant-in- 
aid, £2,327 Os. 0d.; and Miscellaneous receipts £57 15s. 11d., a total 
of £3,881 7s. 2d., as compared with £3,758 13s. 3d. in 1913. 


14. The expenditure of the Board, including personal emoluments, 
scavenging, lighting, upkeep of horses and carts, etc., amounted to 
£3,419 10s. 11d., as against £2,778 6s. 7d. in 1913. 
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15, The revenue and expenditure of the Board of Health during 
the last five years were as follows :— 





Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 





| z F 
i) oe 1,286 1,443 
TOL Ce St 2937 2199 
1919 Seen 2,867 2,588 
1919; 2% «ee he 3,758 2,778 
Wide 2h, 3,881 3,419 





16. MacCarthy Square, situated in the centre of the town of 
Bathurst and used as a parade and general recreation ground, is 
under a Board similarly constituted as the Board of Health. The 
upkeep of the square is provided for by a grant—£125 in 1914—from 
the Government. 


II._TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


17. Trade.—The trade of the Colony during the first seven months 
gave every promise of reaching a record. The sudden outbreak of 
hostilities in August caused a large drop in imports which continued 
during the remainder of the year and resulted in a serious reduction. 


18. Imports—The total value of all imports was £688,007 as 
compared with £1,091,129 in 1913. 


Specie.—Bullion and specie were imported during 1914 to the value 
of £299,668, as against £471,835 in 1913. 


19. The following is a table of the 


Curer ARTICLES IMPORTED AND THE VALUE THEREOF DURING 








1913-1914. 

Article. 1913. 1914. 

£ £ 
Cotton Goods ee Se ats Se 201,797 72,416 
Hardware .. ot ae ne Es 27,276 30,686 
Kola Nuts .. . ee Nee pe 91,381 74,176 
Rice oe oe ita at ie 62,512 78,535 
Spirits eas ay ea ese oes 17,141 4,993 
Sugar a4 ne ie at a 19,429 8,729 
Salt .. .. ae we ae ae 3,630 2,052 
Soap aes ie i ats ei 7,556 5,280 
Tobacco ore eaey ae rae oe 15,488 4,504 
“Wine on ae oe as oe 4,585 2,311 











20. Increases and’ Decreases.—From the foregoing table it will 
be seen that there were increases under two heads only. One of these, 
hardware, has been increasing steadily during the last three years. 
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The numerous decreases are due largely to the reductions made in 
imports during the jatter half of the year and to over-importation 
during 1913. 


21. Excluding specie the percentages of imports from the various 
countries in 1913 and 1914 were as follows :— 


1913. 1914. 

Great Britain .. 40°64 41:40 

British Possessions 15°26 20°19 
: — 5590 —— 61°59 
France and French Possessions 27°55 21°63 
Germany os 10°25 11°58 
Other Countries 6°30 5:20 


22. The condition of the import trade during the last five years 
will be seen in the following table :— 





] 
| | 








Article. | 1910. 1911. 1912. 1913. 1914. 
i 
£E £ £ z £ 
Specie -+, 208,544 | 384,784 | 285,223 | 471,835 | 299,668 
Other articles! 370,439 | 422,334 | 471,630 | 619,204 | 388,339 
807,118 | 766,853 | 1,091,129 | 688,007 


Total... 578,983 | 


i t i 





23. The total value of all exports was £926,127, as compared with 
£867,187 in 1913. 


Specie.—Specie to the value of £232,469 was exported; this was 
£27,688 more than in the previous year. 


24. The following return gives the 


PRINCIPAL ARTICLES OF EXPORT AND THEIR VALUES IN 
1913 anp 1914. 

















Quantity. Value. 
Article. 
1913. 1914. 1913. | 1914. 
: | £ £ 
Calabashes .. packages 1,739 922 2,226 1,063 
Ground-nuts .. tons 67,404 66,885 622,098 650,461 
Hides .. No. 47,031 70,279 18,718 22,138 
‘Ivory .. oa. 1,258 110 54 17 
:Palm-kernels .. tons 546 495 9,026 | 7,815 
Rubber Ibs. 12,995 3,548 1,027 | 102 
Wax Ibs. 31,518 | ° 1,513 990 | 473 
| = i 





25. Increases.—The only increase was in hides, all of which went 

to the United Kingdom with the exception of a small number—280— 
“exported to France. The increase in ground-nuts is in value ‘only. 
(C200) ; . Be. 
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26. Decreases—The decreases under all heads, with the one 
exception of palm-kernels, are partly due to the war. They would 
have been greater had hostilities broken out at the beginning of the 
year when the greater part of the exports are shipped. 


27. The condition of the ground-nut and palm-kernel trade during 
the last five years is shown in the following :— 


ReEtuRN SHOWING THE QUANTITY AND VALUE OF GROUND-NUTS AND 
PALM-KERNELS EXPORTED DURING THE YEARS 1910 To 1914. 





Article. 1910, 1911. 1912. 1913. 1914. 








Ground-/ Weight. Tons. | 58,456 | 47,931| 64,169 | 67,404 | 66,885 


nuts \Value. £| 387,943 | 437,472 | 502,069 | 622,098 | 650,461 
Palm- s Weight. Tons. 467 444 445 546 495 
kernels | Value. £| 5,640 4,758 6,518 9,026 7,815 





28. The percentages of exports, excluding specie, in 1913 and 1914 
were :— 


1913. 1914. 
Great Britain and British Possessions ne 6°72 9°92 
France and French Possessions. «. .. 59:10 79°34 
Holland Be ai 4 An ao 6:03 _ 
Germany .. en ws oe .. 24°56 6-80 
Other Countries os ae a .. 3°59 3:94 


29. Agriculture.—The ground-nut continues to be the only article: 
actively cultivated for exportation ; there are no indications of any 
other crop being adopted in the Gambia to rival it. 


30. The policy of supplying nuts for seed through the Government 
was continued. ; 


31. Among other crops grown by native farmers are rice and koos, 
or millet. The quantities raised are not sufficient for local require- 
ments, rice in considerable quantities has to be imported. 


32. Land is granted in small areas. Leaseholds may be acquired.. 
The rent for small lots suitable for trading stations ranges from. 
about three pounds upwards. Freehold interests in Crown lands are 
not granted save in exceptional circumstances. No leases are issued 
in the first instance for more than twenty-one years. 


‘33. Shipping.—The total number of vessels entered and cleared 
during the year was 520 with a total tonnage of 571,940 tons as. 
compared with 583 and 625,132 tons in 1913. 


GamBia, 1914. 9 


34. The following returns give the 


ToNNAGE OF BRITISH AND Foretcn Vesseis (a) ENTERED AND (6) 
CLEARED IN THE YEarRs 1913 anp 1914. 


(a) Tonnage of Vessels Entered. 

















1913. 1914. 
Nationality. | steamers. palling, Total. |Steamers. Sailing Total. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
British ««| 185,522 264 | 185,786 | 181,871 220 | 182,091 
Foreign ..| 123,694 3,311 | 127,005 | 100,616 2,523 | 103,139 
Tora ..| 309,216 3,575 | 312,791 | 282,487 2,743 | 285,230 

















(b) Tonnage of Vessels Cleared. 

















1913. 1914. 
Nationality. ili ili 
3 Steamers. Salling Total. |Steamers, Sailing Total. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
British ..| 185,399 234 | 185,633 | 184,076 229 184,305 
Foreign .. | 123,521 | 3,187 ! 126,708 | 99,666 | 2,739 | 102,405 
Totay .. | 308,920 | 3,421 | 312,341 | 283,742 | 2,968 | 286,710 

















Total Tonnage of Vessels Entered and Cleared. 





British .. | 370,921 498 | 871,419 | 365,947 449 | 366,396 
Foreign ..| 247,215 | 6,498 | 253,713 | 200,282 | 5,262 | 205,544 





Toray .. | 618,136 | 6,996 | 625,132 | 566,229 5,711 | 571,940 




















Of the total number of vessels entered and cleared at Bathurst 
during the year, 223 were British (40 sailing and 183 steam) and 297 
foreign (88 sailing and 209 steam). The aggregate tonnage of British 
vessels was 160,852 tons more than that of foreign vessels. The 
excess in 1913 was 117,706 tons. 
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35. The following is a 


CoMPARATIVE TABLE SHOWING THE CLASSIFICATION, TONNAGE, AND 
NatTIONALITY OF ALL VESSELS ENTERED AND CLEARED DURING 
1913 anp 1914. 











1913. : 1914. 
Nationality 1 ae as 
of Vessels. |\Steamers. Salling. Total |Steamers. palling | Total. 
} 
Tons. Tons. Tons. | Tons. Tons. | Tons. 





g | 
British .. | 370,921 498 371,419 | 365,947 449 366,396 
French - ..| 74,495 1,775 76,270 70,222 1,161 71,383 


German .. 60,626 _— 60,626 48,176 == 48,176 
Russian .. _ _ _ 12,470 — 12,470 
American .. _— 428 428 _ 755 755 
Norwegian .| 20,426 _ 20,426 | 22,008 —_ 22,008 
Portuguese . _— 4,295 4,295 — 3,346 3,346 
Danish... 24,040 _ 24,040 12,474 — 12,474 
Swedish .. 11,740 — 11,740 10,762 -— 10,762 
Greek er 33,278 _ 33,278 22,322 — 22,322 
Dutch 3 — _ —_— 22 _ 22 
Spanish .. 2,736 —_ 2,736 -—- ae _ 

Italian <e 18,460 _ 18,460 1,816 —_— 1,816 
Uruguayan . 1,414 — 1,414 - | = — 





ToraL ..; 618,136 | 6,996 | 625,132 | 566,219 | 5,711 571,940 























36. A comparative statement showing the total quantity and 
value of, and revenue collected on, spirits during the last five years, 
is given in Appendix A.* 





TII.—LEGISLATION. 


37. Sixteen Ordinances were passed during the year. The most 
important of these were :— 

No. 6.—An Ordinance to Regulate Copyright. 

No. 9.—An Ordinance to amend the law in relation to Perjury. 


No. 11.—An Ordinance. Further to Amend the Wild Animals, 
.. . Birds, and Fish Preservation Ordinance 1901. 


No. 12.—An Ordinance to consolidate and amend the law relating 
to the Construction and Interpretation of Ordinances and 
Notices, and to the proving thereof in evidence and to other 
like matters. 


No. 16.—An Ordinance to prohibit Trading with the Enemy. 





*p. 20. 
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IV.—EDUCATION. 
Schools. 


The Anglican school was founded by the Government in the early 
days of the settlement, and is maintained by the Church of England 
congregation. Others have been established by the Mohammedans, by 
the Roman Catholic and by the Wesleyan Missionary Societies. Each 
of these denominational schools is under a European superintendent. 
The Government does not maintain any schools, but contributes £150 
per annum towards the salary of each superintendent. A grant is 
also made towards the salaries of the teachers in the Mohammedan 
School and the provision of prizes therein. Further Grants-in-aid 
are provided under the Education Ordinance and based on the average 
attendance of pupils and on the results of examinations held by the 
Government Inspector of Schools. 


39. In Bathurst there are five affiliated schools, the Roman 
Catholic and Wesleyan bodies having two each, one for boys and one 
for girls, and the Anglican Church one. The numbers of pupils on the 
registers during 1914 were :— 


Schools. No. 
Roman Catholic 2 on ae = we wAl3 
Wesleyan... ey es Ve zs ve O81 
Anglican Ke a5 : 2 a .. 215 


There is another school belonging to the Wesleyan denomination, at 
MacCarthy Island, which had 100 pupils on the register. 


40. The only secondary and technical education is provided by 
the Wesleyan Church, which has a non-affiliated secondary school. 
and a technical and industrial school for boys in Bathurst. The latter 
school is in receipt of an annual grant of £300 from the Government 
and is examined once a year by a Government nominee. 


41. The Mohammedan School, which had 100 pupils on the roll 
during the year, is managed by a Board of leading Mohammedans 
and is presided over by the Inspector of Schools. Elementary subjects 
in English and Arabic are taught and the Koran is studied. Thirty- 
four pupils were presented for examination during 1914 of whom only 
nine passed. 


42. The total number of children attending the schools during the 
year was 1,512, as compared with 1,295 in 1913. The increase is due 
to the decline in trade, due to the war and consequent return to 
Bathurst of traders and trading clerks who would otherwise be with 
their families at small trading stations where there are no schools. 


43. The subject of Elementary Hygiene and Sanitation is com- 
pulsory in Standards VI and VII of the schools. One pound and five 
shillings was provided by the Government for prizes to teachers who 
were successful in obtaining hygiene certificates. : 3 
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44. The income of the affiliated schools during the year was 
£1,580 6s. 3d., as compared with £1,615 14s. 6d. in 1913. This income 
is derived from school fees, contributions by owners, and Government 
grants. The expenditure on buildings, repairs, school materials, 
salaries, and miscellaneous expenses equalled the revenue. 


Industrial and Technical School. 


45. This school, which is situated in Bathurst, had seventeen pupils 
on its books during the year; of these two were in the last year of 
their apprenticeship. The work includes masonry, carpentry and 
joinery, painting, glazing, and general blacksmithing. The school is a 
Wesleyan institution, but all the pupils do not belong to that denomi- 
bation. The institution does useful work and deserves every support. 





V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
Hospitals. 


46. There are two hospitals, one at Bathurst and one at MacCarthy 
Island. In the former there*is accommodation for four first-class, 
eleven second-class, and ten third-class male patients. The ward 
for females has accommodation for seventeen patients, including two 
cots for children. Four rooms are provided for cases requiring isolation. 
The wards for males and females are in separate buildings. 


47. A Huropean medical officer is usually stationed at MacCarthy 
Island from October to June ; during the remainder of the year, when 
there is only a small population on the island, a native dispenser is in 
charge of the hospital. There is one ward for Europeans and three 
wards for native patients. Fifty-one in-patients and 1,323 out- 
patients were treated during the year. 


48. There is a building for contagious diseases about two miles 
from Bathurst.. The Colony was free from any epidemic during the 
year. Smallpox appeared in some parts of the Colony and Pro- 
tectorate. 


' 49. The medical staff consists of a Senior Medical Officer and five 
other Medical Officers, one of whom is Medical Officer of Health at 
Bathurst. These are all members of the West African Medical Staff. 


50. In addition to the Medical Officers the hospital staff includes 
four trained nurses (Europeans) and a number of native dispensers, 
dressers, and nurses. 





51. During the year 556, compared with 554 in 1913, in-patients 
were treated in the Bathurst hospital. There were 55 deaths, of which 
one only was that of a European. Of these deaths 10 and.8 were 
due to diseases of the digestive and respiratory systems respectively. 
The total number of out-patients treated was 9,799, compared with 
8,134 in 1913. 
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Home for Destitute and Afflicted Persons. 


_ 52. Fourteen males and five females were admitted to this 
institution during the year. The home also serves as a hospital for 
such cases as the Senior Medical Officer may consider would be more 
comfortably attended to than in the General Hospital. 


Government Savings Bank. 


53. At the end of the year there were 561 accounts, as against 
501 in 1913, 470 in 1912, 456 in 1911, and 428 in 1910, in this institution, 
which is under the Receiver General. The balance remaining on deposit 
was £5,464 Os. 11d., as compared with £5,553 10s. 7d. in 19138. The 
balances at the end of the years 1912, 1911, and 1910 were £5,267 11s. 6d., 
£5,037 6s. 7d., and £5,261 15s. 10d., respectively. During the year 
the sum of £3,014 4s. 4d. was deposited, while £3,231 1s. 11d. was 
withdrawn. The interest payable was £129 1s. 1d. 





VI.JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
Police. 


54. The Police Force consists of one Superintendent of Police, an 
Assistant Superintendent, both of whom are Europeans, and 88 
non-commissioned officers and men. : 


One non-commissioned officer and six men are stationed in the 
Protectorate. 


55. There were 133 prosecutions by the police during the year as 
against 175 in 1913. 


Prisons. 


56. There were 40 convicted prisoners remaining in Bathurst Gaol 
on the Ist January, 1914, and 124 were admitted during the year; 
110 were discharged on, and 17 before, the expiration of their sentences. 
Five sentences were remitted. One prisoner escaped from lawful 
custody. On the 31st December, 31 prisoners remained in gaol. 
The 17 prisoners discharged before the expiration of their sentences 
were sentenced to imprisonment in default of payment of fines and 
debts. In each case full settlement was made before the prisoners 
were discharged. Two prisoners who bore exemplary characters 
while in gaol were released on licence. One prisoner who was sentenced 
to death had his sentence commuted to one of 10 years’ imprisonment 
with hard labour. 


57. The health of the prisoners remained satisfactory throughout 
the year. There was not a death among the prisoners. 
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58. The daily average number of prisoners during the last five years 
was as follows :— 


1910... Se os Be ar .. 23°78 
TOU ey He es 8 A .. 26°24 
1912. hte oe a ee .. 27°50 
1913. Se ng a ee .. 85°74 
1914. be Pe ae Ss .. 29°79 


Criminal Statistics. 


59. There were 27 cases tried in the Supreme Court as compared 
with 19 in 1913. Among the cases tried two were for murder, which 
resulted in a conviction for manslaughter in one case and murder in 
the other. In one charge of manslaughter a conviction was recorded. 
These and two other charges, one of returning within limits from 
which an order of banishment was issued and another of cattle stealing, 
all arose within the Protectorate. 


60. Cases arising in the Colony and dealt with by the Court, 
included 13 charges of burglary and larceny, in which there were eight 
convictions, and one charge of demanding money with menaces. Four 
persons were charged with other offences against property, two 
convictions being recorded, and four persons, of whom three were 
convicted, were charged with miscellaneous offences. 


The Colony and Protectorate continue to be somewhat remarkable 
for the small number of serious crimes committed. 


61. In the Police Court 459 cases were disposed of. This is a 
small increase of two over the year 1913. A large number of these cases 
related to summonses taken out by the Board of Health under the 
Public Health Ordinance of 1912. 


62. The total number of cases reported from the Protectorate was 
267, which is a decrease of 332 on the previous year. This is accounted 
for by the returns for 1914 being incomplete as regards one province. 
There is an absence of cases of ordinary crimes coming before the 
native tribunals in the Protectorate. 





VII—VITAL STATISTICS. 
Population. 


63. The last census of the Colony and Protectorate (1911) gave 
the former a population of 7,700 and the latter one of 138,401, a total 
number of 146,101 inhabitants. This has been increased by an 
annual influx of “strange farmers.” 
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64. The numbers of births and deaths registered in each of those 
parts of the Colony to which the system of registration applies, 
together with-the total number therein for the year, are shown in the 
following tables :— 

Births—1914. 



















































































Males. Females. 
District. : Totals 
| 
White] Black /Mulatto |Asiatics| White| Black |Mulatto!Asiatics 
Bathurst | — 130] 1 4 _ 135 3 1 274 
British 
Kombo 7 2 _ — 9 
Ceded 
Mile 2 2 4 
MacCar- 
thy Island] 9 10 — _ 19 
I I 
| 
Total..| — | 148 1 4 — | i49 3 1 | 306 
Deaths—1914. 
Males. Females. 
District. jTotals 
White | Black |Mulatto Asiatics | White| Black [Mulatto|Asiatics 
Bathurst | 1 | 173 2 4] — ] 1s 1] 1 | 297 
British 
Kombo! — 4 4 8 
Ceded 
Mile) — a 6 13 
MacCar- 
thyIsland — 8 _ _ — 6 = _ 14 
Total .. 1 192 2 4 _ 131 1 1 332 
i 

















65. The following is a 


Comparative Return SHOWING THE BirtHs AND Deatus REGISTERED 
in Batuurst, British Komso, tHe CEDED Mite, AnD MacCarray 
IsLAND DURING THE Five Years 1910-1914. 





Excess of Deaths | Excess of Births 





eee Bartle: Deaths. over Births. over Deaths. 
1910 363 385 22 a 

1911 306 318 12 = 

1912 303 336 33 _ 

1913 292 335 43 = 


1914 306 342 36 
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66. The death-rate in the Colony showed an increase, being 26°14 
per 1,000 as against 21.42 in 1913. The increase may be attributed 
to the increased rainfall, which was double that of 1913, when the 
death-rate was the lowest recorded during the last ten years. 


67. The number of Europeans, including females, residing in the 
Colony and Protectorate during the year was 149 including 56 officials. 
Eight Europeans including two officials were invalided to Europe. 
No European official died during the year. 


68. Twenty-six marriages were registered during the year 1914. 
The number is the same as that for 1913, as against twenty in each 
of the two preceding years. Hight marriage licences were issued in 
1914, as compared with ten in 1913, three in 1912, and eight in 1911. 


_ 69. There were 1,267 vaccinations performed at Bathurst and 921 
in the Protectorate during the year. 


70. The sanitation of Bathurst is attended to by the Board of 
Health, of which the Senior Medical Officer is chairman, and the 
Colonial Engineer and Superintendent of Police are ex-officio members. 
Six other members are appointed annually by the Governor. The 
valuable services of Dr. Kennan as Senior Sanitary Officer, which 
were shared with the Colony of Sierra Leone, were severed during the 
year as that officer, who did much to promote the sanitation of Bathurst, 
is now required to devote the whole of his attention to Sierra Leone. 
The officials of the Board of Health consist of a Town Warden, an 
Assistant Town Warden, an Inspector and four Assistant Inspectors 
of Nuisances, a Market Clerk, a Cemetery Keeper, a Groom, four 
Lamplighters and 40 labourers. The latter are increased to 60 during 
the rainy season. 


71. In the Protectorate sanitation is attended to as far as possible 
by the Travelling Commissioners, who are guided by special Sanitary | 
Instructions. Prizes are given to the cleanest village in each Province. 


Climate. 


72. During the rainy season, June to October, the climate of che 
Gambia is damp and oppressive and is more generally felt than in 
other places with heavier rainfalls owing to the difference to ke found 
during the remaining months of the year, which comprise the dry 
season. 


73. A Meteorological Station ot the second class is maintained in 
Bathurst. The highest shade temperature recorded during the year 
was 101°, and the lowest 53°. The rainfall was 48°91 inches. 


The following are 
MereorotogicaL Returns ror Batuurst AND MacCarruy Istanp 
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RESPECTIVELY. 
Bathurst. 
Temperature. Rainfall. Wind. 
Month. Mini- | Shade| Shade Amount 6 ‘al 
mum on maxi-} mini- /Range.| Mean. in Di ati 
Grass. | mum. | mum. inches. CODE: 
January —_ 90 | 60 30 | 75:0 _ North-west. 
February. —_— 93 | 60 33 76°5 roe ” 
March — 101 60 41 80°5 —_ ey 
April —_ 100 60 40 80-0 = ” 
May — 95 | 62 33 | 78-5 — Variable. 
June... _ 99 64 35 81:5 2-98 ” 
July se) _ 90 68 22 79:0 3°76 rf 
August .. — 87 63 24 75:0 27-86 | North-west. 
September — 90 63 27 16:5 11-34 BS 
October... | — 95| 66 | 29 | 80-5| 2:59 i 
November — 90 60 30 75:0 +38 a 
December — 86 | 53 33 | 69°5 = ” 
ToTaL 48°91 
Average | — 93:0 | 61:5) 31-4| 77:2 — — 
MacCarthy Island. 
Temperature. Rainfall. \Wind. 
Month. | ini. | Shade| Shade Amount} General 
Imum on| maxi-| mini-|Range.|Mean.) in Di Ratios 
Grass. | mum. | mum. inches. Merman: 
January . _ 98 | 60 38 | 79-0 0-30 | North. 
February.| — | 105] 65 | 40 | 850} — ” 
March _- 109 | 67 42 | 88:0 _ 5 
April ../  — 113 | 70 | 43 | 91-5 = z 
May ..| — 114| 68 46 | 91-0 ne ne 
June... — 109 —_ — _— 2°62 ” 
Julyss eet}. |) 094) a eae oe 3-09 4s 
August .. _ 96}; — _ _ 14-23 ” 
September —_ 96) — —_— — 7:39 ” 
October .. _ 99 — —_ —_ 2-01 - 
November _ 102 55 47 78:5 0-80 3 
December. —_— 98 50 48 74:0 — oe 
Tora, _ _ _ _ 30°44 _ 
Average — |103:5 | 62:1 | 43-4 | 83°8 _ _— 

















18 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


VIII.—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 
Postal. 


74, The fortnightly mail service between Liverpool and Bathurst 
improved as regards the outward mails. The homeward continued 
to be irregular, sixteen steamers, out of a total of twenty-one, being 
behind time. Additional mails are occasionally forwarded to England 
via Dakar, and to a few Continental ports by trading steamers. 


75. Internal communication is maintained by a Government 
steamer and by vessels and launches belonging to the principal trading 
firms, which carry passengers and freight. During the trading season 
communication is frequent. 


76. During the year a petition was received praying that the 
number of post offices, of which there are two, established at Bathurst 
and MacCarthy Island respectively, be increased. The matter was 
under consideration, but the outbreak of the war and the resultant 
decrease of revenue prevented any extension of postal facilities. 


77. The following general return shows the volume of. business 
transacted during the last five years :-— 











Total Number Total Value of 
: A of Letters Money and Postal 
Year. | Receipts. | Expenditure.psrcols, &c., dealt] Orders issued 
: with. and paid. 
£ £ £ 
1910 1,624 864 124,835 6,053 
1911 1,811 818 128,265 14,386 
1912 *4,624 995 135,269 16,211 
1913 1,715 844 157,324 20,947 
1914 1,376 754 129,951 19,732 








* New issue of Postage stamps. 





The falling off in revenue was chiefly due to the falling off in the sale 
of stamps, which realized £761 9s. Od. during the first half of the year, 
as against £281 4s. 10d. during the second half, to dealers abroad. 





78. The “Cash on Delivery ” service is provided for. 
Telegraph and Telephone Services. 


79. The only telegraph station in the Colony is one belonging to 
the Airican Direct Telegraph Company, Limited, in Bathurst. The 
ordinary rate to the United Kingdom is three shillings and twopence 
per word. Deferred cables, at half rate, may be despatched. 


80. There is no inland telegraph. “Most ‘Government ‘Offices, 
some official quarters, the Bank of British West Airica, Limited, 
and Government House at Cape St. Mary are cormected-by telephone. 
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IX.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


81. No public works of importance were completed during the 
year. The construction of Denton Bridge, at Oyster Creek, was ~ 
proceeded with, as was the scheme for providing Bathurst with a 
pipe-borne water supply from Lamin. The survey of the River Gambia 
was discontinued. The sanitation of Bathurst was improved by the 
continued vigilance of the Board of Health. 


82. The principal events during the year were the departure early 
in the year of Sir Henry Galway, K.C.M.G., D.S.0., on promotion 
to the Governorship of South Australia, and the arrival of his successor, 
E. J. Cameron, Esquire, C.M.G. Sir Henry Galway’s departure was 
viewed with regret by the community. 


W. T. CamMpBELL, 


Colonial Secretary. 
Bathurst, Gambia, 
14th April, 1915 
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APPENDIX A. 


CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT SHOWING THE ToTAL QUALITY AND VALUE OF, 
AND REVENUE CULLECTED ON, SPIRITS DURING THE YEARS 1910 ‘ro 1914. 








Imports ' 
-| Quantity; in De. [Revenue H 
Year. in gallons | clared derived Duty chargeable. Explanation. 
*gallons.|at 100} value. from 
Tralles. Duties. 
£ £ 
1910 | 48,506| — | 7,129] 8,183) From 24th April 1908, | Value of Spi- 
4s. 2d. the imperial| rit Imports 
gallon, or part thereof,, amounted 
upon spirits except} to 1:23 per 
perfumes of or under| cent. of 
standard strength, of| whole  in- 
greater strength, ld.| ward trade 
per degree. Provided| including 
in the case of spirit | specie. 
other than Whisky 
and Brandy under 
standard strength, an 
abatement shall be 
allowed at the rate 
of ld. for every de- 
ee of strength be- 
low 50 degrees down 
to a minimum of 30 
degrees, after which 
no further abatement 
shall be allowed. 

1911 | 62,727) — 8,512 )10,518 Do. Value of Spi- 
rit Imports 
amounted 
to 105 per 
cent. of 
whole in- 
ward: trade 
including 
specie. 

1912 | 72,158} — |10,960/11,887 Do. Value of Spi- 
rit Imports 
amounted 
to 144 per 
cent. of 
whole in- 
ward . trade 
including 
specie. 

1913 {114,279} — {17,064 {18,131 Do. Value of Spi- 
rit Imports 
amounted 
to 156 per 
cent. of 
whole in- 
ward trade 
including 
specie. 

1914 | 26,780}11,471] 4,991] 4,823 Do Value of Spi- 
rit Imports 
amounted 
to 0°72 per 
cent. of 
whole in- 
ward trade 
including 
specie. 























* The quantity shown is that actually taken into consumption in each year. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE GAMBIA BLUE-BOOK REPORT 1914. 


Worx ConpucteD at THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE FOR THE CoLoNy 
OF THE GAMBIA DURING 1914. 


Economic Investigations. 


No samples of economic products were received for examination 
from the Gambia in 1914. During the year, however, the Technical 
Information Bureau of the Imperial Institute took action with a 
view to finding fresh markets for certain products trom British West 
Africa, the disposal of which had been interfered with by the outbreak 

. of the war, and two of the products dealt with, viz., groundnuts and 
palm-kernels, are largely represented in the export trade of the 
Gambia. 


In view of their commercial importance in West Africa generally, 
palm-kernels were first dealt with. Hitherto these kernels had been 
chiefly exported from British West Africa to Germany, there to be 
worked up into oil and feeding-cake, and large quantities ot the oil 
were subsequently shipped to England. There was, however, no 
reason why this industry should not be transferred to such great 
oil-seed crushing centres as Hull and Liverpool, and the question was 
brought to the notice of British firms by the publication of full intorma- 
tion on the subject in the “ Bulletin of the Imperial Institute” (Nos. 3 
and 4 of 1914) and by the issue of a circular to oil-seed crushers. Asa 
result the kernels are now being treated on a large scale by oil-seed 
crushers in the United Kingdom, and a future market for them, 
independent of Germany, appears to ke assured. 


Similar action was also takea Ly the Bureau with reference to ground- 
outs, which form the chiet export from the Gambia. A circular on 
“New Markets for Indian and Colonial Ground-Nats and their 
Producis,” for distribution to oil-seed crushers, was in preparation 
at the close of the year. 

Gambia Court. 
? 

The Gambia is represented in the Public Exhibition Galleries of 
the Imperial Institute by a Court containing exhibits illustrating the 
resources, producis, and industries of the country. 


The Court received no new exhibits during 1914. The improve- 
metts carried out in the neighbouring West African Courts necessitated 
certain rearrangements of the Gambia exbibits. Small stands and 
ocher fittings have keen added and labels printed. 


An official lecturer has recently been appointed to deliver short 
lectures cn the countries of the Empire and their resources, these 
lectures being followed by visits to the courts in the galleries, 
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COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 





The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 


Colony, &c. 





Mauritius .. - 

British Honduras 

Colonial Survey Committee 
Tongan Islands Protectorate 
Swaziland P ae 
Uganda 

Nyzsaland 

British Guiana 


Imperial Bureau of Entomology 


St. Vincent 

St. Lucia .. 

Somaliland i 

Straits Settlements 
Cayman Islands . 

East Africa Protectorate 
Leeward Islands . 

Gilbert and Ellice Islands 
Zanzibar .. 

Turks and Caicos. Tetands’ 
Weihaiwei. . Z 
Seychelles. . 

St. Helena 

Fiji are 6 
Bahamas .. oe oe 


Gibraltar 25 3) 
Sierra Leone we aie ae 


Grenada 


Bermuda .. ce sn - 


Malta 

Ceylon... 

Hong Kong 

Bechuanaland Protectorate 
Basutoland A 

Gold Coast a 
Jamaica .. ae as 


Year. 





1913 
1913-1914 


1914 
1913-1914 


” 


1913 
1913-1914 


1914-1915 
1914 


” 
1914-1915 
1914 
1914-1915 
1914 


1914-1915 
1914 


too. t. 191421915 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Colony, &c. 





Northern Nigeria .. he 


Nyasaland 
Southern Nigeria 
Imperial Institute 
Southern Nigeria 
West Indies 


Southern Nigeria 
Southern Nigeria 
Ceylon 

Imperial Institute 
Southern Nigeria 

St. Vincent .. Pe 


Subject. 
Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 
Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
Rubber and Gutta-percha. 
Mineral Survey, 1910. 
Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, &c. 
Mineral Survey, 1911. 
Mineral Survey, 1912. 
Mineral Survey. 
Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 
Mineral Survey, 1913. 
Roads and Land Settlement. 


LONDON. 
PRINTED BY THE AUTHORITY OF HIS MAJESTY’S 
STATIONERY OFFICE 
By BARCLAY axp FRY, Lrp., Tug Grove, Sourawark SrRezt, §.E. 
1915. 
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REPORT ON THE SOMALILAND BLUE BOOK 


FOR THE YEAR 1914-1915. 





I.—FINANCIAL. 
General Revenue and Expenditure. 


The revenue collected during the year under review amounted to 
£23,831, which is £6,476 less than the estimated amount, and a decrease 
of £5,537 on the actual revenue for the previous year. 


The revenue figures for the past five years are as follows :— 


1910-1911. 1911-1912. 1912-1913. 1913-1914, 1914-1915. 


£ £ £ £ £ 
30,862 82,572 29,913 29,368 23,831 


The main source of revenue is Customs, and during 1914-1915 the 
collections under this head alone amounted to £19,108. 


Compared with the returns for 1913-1914, the chief decreases im 
revenue are as under :— 


(1) Customs, which shows a decrease of £3,957, due to the 
outbreak of war, as indigénous produce could not be sold at 
profitable rates, and the export of gums, skins, hides, fibre, and 
ghee were therefore less than normal. 
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(2) Licences and internal revenue, where there is a decrease 
of £478, which is also due to a large extent to the outbreak of 
war as the Zariba dues were less than normal. The decrease 
is also to some extent due to fewer criminal cases tried before 
the Courts. 


(3) Post Office. The decrease under this head of £846 is 
due to the sale of stamps to dealers and collectors bein con- 
siderably less than usual. 


The increases in revenue are under the heads “ Port and Harbour 
Dues,” £44, due toa larger number of steamers calling than in the 
previous year, and “ Telegraphs,” £49, due to an increase in the number 
of Admiralty messages dealt with by the Protectorate wireless stations. 


The total expenditure for the year was £113,283, which is £44,637 
more than the sum expended in 1913-1914. This increase in expendi- 
ture is almost entirely due to the increase in strength of the military 
forces of the Protectorate necessitated by the activity of the Mullah. 
The other increases are comparatively small, as will be seen from the 
“Comparative Yearly Statement of Revenue and Expenditure.” 
There were decreases under some heads, and explanations of these 
decreases will be found in the comparative statement. - 


The following table shows the total expenditure incurred during 
the last five years :— 


1910-1911. 1911-1912. 1912-1913. 1913-1914. 1914-1915. 


£ £ £ £ £ 
99,223 74,845 60,872 68,646 113,283 


The total assets on Ist April, 1915, were £31,043, as against £28,862 
on 1st April, 1914. The liabilities amounted to £15,188, showing an 
excess of assets over liabilities of £15,855. Against this excess a 
sum of £9,285 will be required to meet services deferred from 
1914-1915, leaving a balance of £6,570 to be carried forward to 1915- 
1916. 


Currency. 


The currency of the Somaliland Protectorate is based on the 
Indian rupee. A few Government of India notes are in circula- 
tion, and the British sovereign is also accepted at the coast at the 
rate of Rs. 15 to the sovereign. 


There are no banks doing business in the Protectorate, but a private 
firm—Messrs. Cowasjee, Dinshaw and Brothers—accepts deposits 
from private individuals, and cashes cheques drawn against them. 
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Municipal. 
Berbera is the only township possessing a municipal fund. The 
revenue is obtained from nuisance fines, and sweeping and hut tax, 
which is paid by everyone who has a house or hut in the town. 


Revenue during 1914-1915 amounted to Rs.7,329, showing an 
decrease of Rs.97 on last year. 


ee As comparative statement of revenue and expenditure for the past 
five years is shown below :— ~ 


1910-1911. 1911-1912. 1912-1913. 1913-1914 1914-1915. 


Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. ° Rs. 
Revenue .. 5,150 5,058 7,378 7,426 7,329 
Expenditure 6,983 6,784 6,751 7,018 6,650 





II—TRADE AND SHIPPING. 


The value of the Protectorate trade for the year 1914-1915 amounted 
to Rs.5,686,645. A statement of the figures for the past five years 
is appended for comparison :— 


Year. Imports. Exports. Total. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. 
1910-1911 aa .. 38,686,925 3,466,504 7,153,429 
1911-1912 Se .. 8,844,953 3,420,537 7 265,490 
1912-19138 = .. 8,650,459 3,201,046 6,851,505 - 
1913-1914 no .. 8,573,287 3,248,945 6,822,232 


1914-1915 is .. | 8,043,250 2,643,395 5,686,645 


(Excluding specie). 


Imports. 


- Imports (excluding specie, Rs.200,523) amounted to Rs.3,043,250, 
distributed among the Protectorate ports as follows Berbera 
Rg.1,591,987 ; Bulhar, Rs.652,254; and Zeyla, Rs.799,009. 
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The principal decreases occurred in the imports of American grey 
sheetings, Rs.262,330; cotton piece goods, Rs.108,852; dates, 
Rs.34,878 ; flour, Rs.12,495; rice, Rs.177,479; enamelled ware, 
Rs.3,707; sugar, Rs.88,286; tea, Rs.4,239; tobacco, Rs.6,135; 
while the more noticeable increases appear under the following classi- 
fications :—Camels, Rs.18,350; ammunition and rifles, Rs.23,744; 
drugs and medicines, Rs.2,975; grain (jowari), Rs.36,995; other 
kinds of cereals, Rs.75,316; saddlery, Rs.18,407; iron and steel 
ware, Rs.17,226; oil, petroleum, Rs.9,213; preserved provisions, 
Rs.6,847 ; woollen piece goods, Rs.6,412. The falling off in the 
imports must be attributed to the decline in trade generally due to the 
European war. 


Exports. 


Exports for the year under review amounted to Rs.2,823,778, 
made up as follows :— 





Rupees. 

Somaliland produce. . ae Ne iy es 2,552,960 
British, Foreign, and other Colonial produce... oe 90,435 
Specie. . ne Dy ae ei oe te as 180,383 
Total .. Rs.2,823,778 





Of this total Berbera exported to the value of Rs.738,770; Bulhar 
Rs.779,456; and Zeyla Rs.1,125,169, the balance representing 
specie. 


The following articles constitute the principal decreases :—Sheep 
and goats, Rs.32,605; butter, Rs.181,550; coffee, Rs.31,277 ; fibre, 
Rs.22,166 ; gums, Rs.55,486; hides, Rs.46,668; pearls, Rs.12,990 ; 
skins, Rs.227,579 ; tallow, Rs.6,941; miscellaneous, Rs.18,714. 


Exceptionally heavy rain produced an extensive and rich pasture 
and resulted in a favourable breeding season. Consequently the 
Somalis were able to substitute milk, the staple food of the people, for 
other necessaries. Fewer sheep, also, were slaughtered owing to this 
cause, and to the temporary interruption of the skin trade on the 
outbreak of war. Ghee, or clarified butter, was abundant, but the local 
demand, especially for the Indian and Somali troops, restricted the 
foreign supply. Such articles as coffee, gums, and fibre were with- 
held from shipment owing to the general stagnation in trade. 


Shipping. 
The shipping returns for the Somaliland Protectorate show, a 
decrease of 112 vessels and an increase of 44,655 tonnage. 


1913-1914. 1914-1915. 
Numbers. Tons. Numbers. Tons. 
Entered we .. 1,670 66,149 1,603 88,092 


Cleared & -. 1,646 65,635 1,601 88,347 
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The number and tonnage of steamers and sailing vessels (native- 
owned dhows) entered and cleared during the year 1914-1915 were 
ag follows :-— 





























| Steamers. Sailing vessels. Total. 
] re : 
Num-| Num- | Num- 
hare: Tons. pera: Tons. bers, Tons. 
Berbera. 
Entered .-| 116 | 41,918 410 8,326 526 56,244 
Cleared .. ..| 116 | 41,918 406 8,562 522 50,480 
Total ..| 232 | 83,836 816 | 16,888 ; 1,048 | 100,724 
Bulhar. 
Entered «| 94) 17,669 408 4,692 502 22,361 
Cleared .. «.| 94] 17,669 410 4,711 504 22,380 
Total ..| 188 | 35,338 818 9,403 | 1,006 44,741 
Zeyla. 
Entered +-| 53 | 10,357 522 5,130 575, 15,487 
Cleared .. «| 53 | 10,357 522 5,130 575 15,487 
Total ../ 106 | 20,714 | 1,044 | 10,260 | 1,150 30,974 
Grand Total .. --| 526 | 139,888 | 2,678 | 36,551 | 3,204 | 176,439 























The entry of an additional number of rice steamers, mainly laden 
with the military contractor’s consignments, combined with fewer 
but: heavier burdened country craft, increased the collective tonnage 
from 131,784 in 1913-1914 to 176,439:in 1914-1915. 


The nationality of vessels entered and cleared during 1914-1915 in 
the British Somaliland Protectorate is thus made up :— 


Entered. Cleared. 

Numbers. Tons. Numbers. Tons. 
British re .. 1,353 80,129 1,357 80,405 
Italian she ae 13 228 13 228 
French... ae 1 114 1 114 
Turkish .. ne 48 645 46 714 
Arabian .. .. 182 3,978 178 3,888 
Persian .. re 5 693 5 693 
Austrian 1 2,305 1 2,305 





Total .. 1,603 88,092 1,601 88,347 
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The following is a statement of the various fees collected at the 
Protectorate ports during the year under review :— 





Harbour dues. * Rupees. 
Port dues or tonnage dues . Ms 1,955 
Licences and monthly fees for passenger ‘boats . 169 
Licences and monthly fees for cargo boats at Berbera 

andBulhar.. oe es a as ee 497 
Total .. 2,621 

Total for 1913-1914 .. 1,960 

Net increase .. Rs.661 





Registration fees, etc. 





Berbera Registration fees .. 33 a 65 
and Bulhar. | Miscellaneous fees at ie 33 
f Registration fees .. a Bs 42 

Zeyla. | Miscellaneous fees ss = 20 
Total .. Rs.160 





Bills of Health (under the Merchant Shipping Regulations). 
Berbera s wi es is = ifs .. Rs.844 


Water supplied to shipping at Berbera. 
Berbera water supply ie ete le as - .. Rs.215 





Fees for stamping and registration of firearms. 





Berbera es 6 Me mA es oe = 39 
Bulhar a Bs. ee sk ee ss 2 _ 
Zeyla Pe = au a we ae Soa 10 

Total ..  Rs.49 





Date-market fees. 
Berbera, As an nt bs ae Bh .. Rs.597 





Value of the inland trade registered at Berbera and Bulhar for the 
year 1914-1915 was :— 


Rupees. 
Berbera ae Se ef as oe a 936,481 
Bulhar oh a a a ae 25 £67,793 
Total .. Rs.1,804,274 


(C207, s 
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Statement of Customs collections in the British Somaliland 
Protectorate during the year 1914-1915 compared with the year 
1913-1914 :— 


























E Mis- 
Ports. Import | Export | Zariba cenan| Total. | R- |Balance 
duty. duty. | dues. | gous, fund. 
” Rs. Rs. Rs. | Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
1913-1914, | 
Berbera ..| 89,920 | 60,866 | 13,346 | 4,311*] 168,443 | 187 | 168,256 
Bulhar ..| 65,899 | 63,742 | 16,907 5834| 147,131 4 | 147,127 
Zeyla .. ..| 39,378 | 26,373 _ 570}; 66,321 | — | 66,321 
Total ..{ 195,197 | 150,891 | 30,253 | 5,464 | 381,895 | 191 | 381,704 
1914-1915. i | | 
Berbera «+| 94,856 | 47,970 | 10,219 | 4,934 § 157,979 20 | 157,959 
Bulhar ..| 45,521 51,602 | 14,381 525 |}i 112,029 i 8 | 112,021 
Zeyla .. ..| 25,605 | 21,096; — 5519] 47,252 | — | 47,252 
Total _. .| 165,982 | 120,668 | 24,600 | 6,010 |317,269 | 28 | 317,232 
1 = cs 
Increase ne — — — | 546 — —_ _ 
Decrease ..| 29,215 30,313 | 5,653 — 64,635 i 163 | 64,472 























* Port dues, Rs.1,809; registration of vessels’ fees, Rs.108; and 
other receipts, Rs.2,393. 


t Port dues, Rs.151; and other receipts, Rs.432. 
{ Registration of vessels’ fees, Rs.52; and other receipts, Rs.518. 


§ Port dues, Rs.2,509; registration of vessels’ fees, Rs.98 ; and other 
receipts, Rs.2,327. 


|| Port dues, Rs.112; and other receipts, Rs.413. 
{| Registration of vessels’ fees, Rs.62; and other receipts, Rs.489. 
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TI.—LEGISLATION. 


The following Ordinances were enacted during the year 1914-1915 :— 
Alcoholic Liquors Ordinance. 
Articles of Commerce (Returns, etc.) Ordinance. 
Somaliland Native Forces Ordinance. 
Somaliland Indian Contingent Amendment Ordinance. 





IV.—EDUCATION. 


There are three Government schools in the Protectorate, at Berbera, 
Bulhar, and Zeyla. 


The pupils are children of the local Indian and Arab traders, and 
afew Somalis. Only Arabic is taught. 


The average attendance at the various schools is as follows :— 


Berbera, 88. 
Bulhar, 30. 
Zeyla, 68. 





V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


(a) Hospitals—A general hospital is situated at each of the three 
principal coast towns, namely, at Berbera, Bulhar, and Zeyla. 


At Berbera there is accommodation for forty-four beds, at Bulhar 
and Zeyla for four beds. 


Camp hospitals, constructed of mat huts erected on wooden frame- 
work, have been in use at each of the towns for meeting an epidemic 
of small-pox. These huts have been added to as requirements have 
demanded. They answer their purpose very well, and withstand 
the wind far better than the tents used formerly. 


The number of admissions to the hospitals was 418. 


The number of deaths in hospital was 42. 
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Small-pox was reported from the Hargeisa district during the year, 
having spread from Abyssinia, where it is endemic, but it did not reach 
the coast towns. Vaccine lymph has been entrusted to capable 
persons at such places as can be reached in the Protectorate area. 
Owing to the entirely nomadic conditions prevailing in the interior 
it has been impossible to obtain any reliable details as to the results 
obtained, nor has any officer remained for sufficient time at any centre 
of population to collect any correct data. 


(6) Dispensaries—There is a dispensary attached to each of the 
hospitals. The attendance during the year totalled 60,788. 


(c) Laboratories —A small room is available at the hospital at 
Berbera for the purpose of blood examinations, urine testing, &c. 
No culture equipment exists, but microscope sections can be cut and 
mounted, and simple chemical analysis conducted. 





VI.—POLICE AND JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


The following table shows the strength and distribution of the 
mounted and foot police on 31st March, 1915 :— 


Station. Native | Non-commissioned 
Officer. officers and men. 
Berbera and Bulhar. 
Foot police .. e 2 112 
Mounted police 3 we 25 
Zeyla. 
Foot police .. Re 1 46 
Mounted police is 1 10 


: There were 539 summary convictions in the subordinate courts 
(Berbera and Bulhar) and two acquittals in the higher court during 
1914-1915. 


A comparative statement of cases reported to the Berbera and 
Bulhar courts during the year is appended :— 


Cases. Convictions 
Year. reported. and committals. 
1910-1911 .. he ae 732 699 
1911-1912... i om 411 - 848 
1912-1913... ey o 578 927 
1913-1914... aS a 579 678 


1914-1915... Me “ 590 541 
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Of the 590 cases, 376 appear under the head of “‘ Other Offences,” 


which include breaches of local rules and other minor offences, leaving 
214 cases under the heading “‘ Crime.” 


A comparative statement of serious crime is appended :— 


Convictions Convictions 
Crime. 1913-1914. 1914-1915 

Murder oe of tes 1 0 
Robbery and thefts oy 166 167 
Grievous hurt e Le 36 27 
Breaches of Fire-arms Regu- 

lations me ets de 5 8 
‘Criminal breach of trust .. 1 4 
Highway robbery 4 3 
Cheating 2 5 


The convictions in the Protectorate court and district courts for 
the last five years are as follows :— 


Protectorate District 

Year. Court. Courts. 
1910-1911... 2 oe 2 697 
1911-1912... ea ee 2 846 
1912-19138... es ifs — 927 
1913-1914... ae a 1 676 
1914-1915... tice g a 2D 539 


The Protectorate court returns show cases tried before His Majesty’s 
Commissioner, and the district courts figures represent cases tried in 
the district and subordinate courts of Berbera, Bulhar, and Zeyla. 


The following table shows the number of escapes from gaol in 
Berbera and Bulhar during the past three years :— 


_ Year. Escapes. Recaptures. 
1912-1913... fe 43 8 4 
1913-1914. re an 6 2 
1914-1915... fe Ae 3 3 


The average of convicted prisoners in Berbera and Bulhar gaols 
was 91, as against 95 in 1913-1914. 
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Three deaths took place amongst the prisoners during the year. 
Criminal statistics for the Zeyla district show an increase on the 


preceding year, when 58 cases were tried. For the year under review 
62 cases came before the court, mostly for trivial offences. 





VII.—POPULATION AND VITAL STATISTICS. 


No reliable information is forthcoming as to the Somali population 
of the country at the present time, but 300,000 is given as an 
approximation. 


In Berbera it is estimated that the population varies from 10,000 ~ 
in the hot weather, namely, May to September, to 25,000 to 30,000 
in the trading season. Bulhar also has a floating population, which 
is rather smaller, while Zeyla varies from 5,000 in the hot weather to 
7,000 in the remaining months of the year. 


The only census of the alien community, excluding Europeans, 
in the coast towns of Berbera, Bulhar, and Zeyla was taken in 1911, 
the return then being as follows :—Indian, 741, Arabs, 1,857, and 
mixed population, 789. 


Sanitation. 


The water supply of Berbera is brought through a 6-inch pipe from 
springs at Dubar, eight miles distant. 


The quarantine station at Berbera is equipped with a “ Clayton 
Disinfector.” 


Climate. 


The climate is chiefly remarkable for its very dry character. In 
the interior it is healthy, generally speaking, throughout the year, 
but the same can scarcely be said of the coast belt. Here, during the 
“ Kharif,’”’i.e., the months of June, July, August, and, not infrequently, 
half of September, the atmospheric conditions are very trying for 
Europeans, and the effect on the nervous system is most pronounced. 
Terrific gales of sand-laden wind are then prevalent and the heat is 
intense, with the thermometer registering 105-115°F. in the shade at 
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mid-day, and seldom falling below 100° at night. Most of the sickness, 
however, occurs during the months immediately preceding and 
immediately following the “ Kharif.” 


During the months of November, December, January, and February 
the climatic conditions on the coast greatly improve. 


VITI.—MILITARY. 


The military forces of the Protectorate were considerably increased 
during the year under review, in order to protect the friendly tribes 
from dervish raids, to keep open the caravan roads, and to preserve 
order in the interior. 


The mounted Corps received their preliminary training in Sheikh 
and Galoli, and early in November Burao was occupied as military 
head-quarters, while simultaneously a military post was established 
at Las Dureh, situated some 75 miles east south-east of Berbera, where 
there is an old Government fort. 


At the time this forward move was made the dervishes were in 
occupation of the Ain valley, which forms one of the principal grazing 
grounds of the friendly tribes, their line then running approximately 
from Hais on the sea coast (long. 46° 53’ E.), through Shimber Berris 
at the head of the Ain valley, to Bohotleh on the southern confines of 
the Protectorate. Strong forts had been constructed at Jidali and 
Shimber Berris, which were used by the Mullah as forward bases for 
raiding the friendly tribes ;_ of these the latter was considered the most 
menacing. Accordingly, a force consisting of fourteen officers and 
520 rank and file under the Officer Commanding Troops, moved from 
Burao in the middle of November to attack Shimber Berris. The first 
attack on the 19th November failed, but a second attack, assisted by 
a gun brought from Burao, was successful on 23rd November, and all 
the forts on the top of the Burdab were captured. Without explosives 
it was found impossible to demolish these very strong forts and the 
dervishes, who originally evacuated all forts both on top and at the 
foot of the range, returned during December and reoccupied them. 
Shimber Berris was again attacked at the beginning of February, 1915, 
by a column, partly mounted and partly dismounted, and accompanied 
by a detachment of 23rd Sikh Pioneers from Aden. On this occasion 
the attack was completely successful. After some severe cave- 
fighting the enemy was defeated with heavy loss, and evacuated the Ain 
valley, posts in which have since then been securely held by illaloes 
(scouts). The losses in these two actions amounted to one officer killed 
and five wounded, four rank and file killed and twenty-four wounded. 
Tribal posts, four killed and eleven wounded. 
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During the year the mounted column has undertaken extensive 
patrols on different occasions. The Mullah has made no attempt at 
a counter offensive, and the illaloes in the Ain valley have been very 
successful in driving off small dervish raiding parties and in recovering 
stock that has been captured. 


IX._NATIVE AFFAIRS. 


With the military reoccupation of the interior a complete trans- 
formation has been brought about in the internal condition of the 
country, and peace amongst the various friendly tribes within the 
protected area has been well established. The Somalis have shown 
themselves quick to respond to the new order of things, and the settle- 
ment of tribal disputes and the return of looted property have been 
proceeded with apace. It is clear that the establishment of a fair 
measure of law and order amongst the friendly tribes presents no 
insuperable difficulty, though the raids by Abyssinian Somali subjects 
from across the border are apt to lead to disturbances and reprisals. 


With regard to the commission of crime in the interior by the 
individual, the position is not so satisfactory and the cause is to be 
found mainly in a class rendered destitute in the past by the depre- 
dations of the Mullah. At present, practically all cases in the interior 
are dealt with in accordance with Somali custom, under which a tribe 
is saddled with the responsibility for the actions of the individual, but 
it is doubtful whether, in practice, this procedure provides a sufficient 
deterrent, and the gradual extension of criminal law to the interior 
to deal with such crimes as murder, highway robbery, and caravan loot 
is a matter now under consideration. Immunity from dervish attack, 
a good breeding season owing to an abundant rainfall and good grazing, 
and increased employment on transport and other Government services, 
will all tend to mitigate this evil and bring about an era of greater 
prosperity. 


Attention is being paid to the possibilities of date cultivation in 
the coastal regions and every encouragement given to Somalis to 
extend their “ Jowari” crops in the western districts bordering on 
Abyssinia. 





X.—TELEGRAPHS. 


The Aden-Berbera wireless service has afforded uninterrupted 
communication between the Protectorate and other countries and 
ships throughout the year. 

























roe -- += ye 

i 

| 

i 

| : BosAsO | 

| Pee | 

Bandar ~ 
. Ziada 

t is hee | 

Ww Ban 





Sen 


eats 
Beer! 






/ 





{eee bubbap Dalol 
SG Hank of bar Dal 
Hamk |r 
Plain | SFerdutap 









ae 


Warong 
NIS 
Toy"? % e 


Oadwoin: Sk ikadatantek 
= Fort 













item an Stal 









Ve Idoweina oak 
oF bul MadaDaty 
Bees Bakar eee 













jadwenr 








rae = a 
| 
| 
| 
[ 







































































































i 
i i ds / 
i) eighvoeie: i eS Neva A GaEgONO 
oo! of PS Reahotte | ‘ eh Fort w | 
| Ae | 
pe ee oes een Of ee ONT YY aig ee +- 
| oy 
FF 
: \ 
| y, 
| | ei ‘ Watwal | 
eee = | imaedsi See worm Ae ee et 
ys . x . B 
Re Spillet an | 2 IWDIARN 
vd ie 
| | BAGH RI eal | MIJERTAIN 
| : an RER MOHAD 
| SKETCH MAP | i 
i esa aaa — 3° 
6 —— = 
o 20 40 60 0 rh nar. 120 140 160 Miles 
ea “a = Baas ' 
o 50 100 160 200 250 Kilometins i 
Spon yaa Fe ee z= Sia ty en eg eS oe rE 46° eas we en 3 ae ea SUS eS 
43) 44° 45) 46 47 49° | 








OSO Mis 


Hosted by Google 


SOMALILAND, 1914-15. 17 


The increase in the total number of messages dealt with (9,966 
against 7,381 dealt with in the previous year), is largely due to the new 
Berbera-Sheikh land line) where only telegrams on Government service 
are accepted. 


The decrease in the number of messages between Berbera and Bulhar 
is due to a general slackness in trade, owing to the war. The slight 
decrease in the number of ships’ messages has been due to the number 
of merchantmen that have been converted into transports, auxiliary 
cruisers, and hospital ships, whose messages are now transmitted free 
of coast station charges; another cause being the absence of German 
and Austrian boats since the declaration of war. 


The Aden station, in particular, has been of great assistance to ships. 


A land line has been erected from Berbera to Sheikh during the year. 
The utility of this line is indicated by the number of Government 
telegrams that have been handled, which has done away with the 
practice of maintaining mounted messengers at certain points between 
Berbera and Sheikh for carrying urgent messages. 


Although since 1st November, 1914, all Government messages 
passing between Berbera and Bulhar, and also those transmitted from 
Berbera and Bulhar to Aden have been allowed to pass free of coast 
station charges, the revenue still exceeds that of last year, £1,049 
being earned against £1,003 in the previous year. j 


The Bulhar wireless station has been working fairly satisfactorily. 
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No. 869. 


BRITISH SOLOMON ISLANDS. 





Tue High CoMMISSIONER TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Office of the High Commissioner 
for the Western Pacific, 
Suva, Fiji, 
9th August, 1915. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to forward a copy of a letter from the Acting 
Resident Commissioner of the Solomon Islands, transmitting copies 
of the Protectorate, for the financial Report on year 1914-1915. 


I have, &c., 


Bicxuam Escort, 
High Commissioner. 
The Right Honourable 
: The Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


Office of the Resident Commissioner, 
Tulagi, 
8th July, 1915. 
Your EXcELLENcY, 

In compliance with the instructions contained in the circular 
letter of the Secretary of State dated 2nd March, 1914, I have the 
honour to transmit copies of a Report on this Protectorate for the 
year ended 31st March, 1915. 


I have, &c., 


F. J. Barnerv, 
Acting Resident Commissioner. 
His Excellency 
Sir Bickham Escott, K.C.M.G., 
High Commissioner 
for the Western Pacific, 
Suva, Fiji. 





(C218) Wt.36076/850. 1125 &90. 11.15. B.&F.Ltd. Gp.11/2. 
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- REPORT FOR 1914-1915 ON THE BRITISH 
SOLOMON ISLANDS PROTECTORATE. 


POPULATION. 
Evuropgan. 


No census of the population has been taken during the past year, 
but it is known that the European population is steadily increasing, 
and at the present time there must be over 600 settled in various 
parts of the group ; of this total 35 represent those, with their wives 
and families, in Government employ, and 98 are engaged in Mission 
work. 

Birtus, Marriaces, AND Dzatus. 


Since Ist July, 1913, 3 births, 4 marriages, and 16 deaths have been 
registered. The deaths include 1 infant, 2 females, and 13 males, the 
causes being malaria 6, dysentery 4, pneumonia 2, heart disease 1, 
blood-poisoning 1, drowning 1, effects of diving 1. 


Native Poputarion. 


The native population has been estimated to be 150,000, including 
the natives of the outlying islands of Santa Cruz and Lord Howe. 
Owing to various causes the native population is said to be decreasing ; 
during the past eighteen months a large number has been carried off 
by dysentery ; the island of San Cristoval appears to have lost more 
from this cause than other islands, whilst in some districts whole 
villages were wiped out. Malaita remains the most densely populated, 
but dysentery and the continual fighting among themselves must have 
greatly reduced the numbers. On Choiseul, where there has been 
incessant intertribal fighting during the past year, it is reported that 
numbers of men, women, and children have been killed. In the 
Shortland district the decrease is very marked; most of the natives 
remaining are refugees from the island of Bougainville, who have 
settled in and about the Shortland Islands. As comparatively few 
young children are to be seen about native villages, it may be taken 
as a sure indication that the birth-rate is decreasing. 


TRADE AND SHIPPING. 


Shipping facilities to and from the Protectorate have been maintained 
by the steamers of Messrs. Burns, Philp & Company, Limited, and 
Levers’ Pacific Plantations, Limited, each company running a steamer, 
of about 2,000 tons, every six weeks from Sydney, thus providing a 
regular three-weekly service. The war has not caused any serious 
break in the service, although it was found necessary by Messrs. Burns, 
oe & Co., Ltd., to place, for a short time, a smaller vessel on 
the run. 
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From the outset of the war both companies raised the rates of freight 
and passages by 25 percent. This extra rate was taken off in February. 
The line of steamers trading to the Gilbert, Ellice, and’ Marshall 
Islands, which made Tulagi a port of call prior to the outbreak of war, 
had to discontinue the calling, but it is now to be resumed. 


Local and inter-island shipping is well maintained by a fleet of 
small steamers and auxiliary vessels, but there is no regularity in their 
running, which is arranged as circumstances demand. The two 
oversea steamers, after reporting at Tulagi, proceed as far as Shortland 
and call at several ports, collecting freights and delivering cargo. 
Their stay.in the group is seventeen days. 


Inward freights are steadily increasing, but the war has had its 
effects on exports. The increasing export of copra has not made up 
for the total collapse of the ivory nut trade, the regular shipments of 
which formerly amounted to several hundred tons by each steamer. 
There has also been a marked falling off in the export of shell. 


Trade in the group has been good. Prices have naturally increased 
all round on imported goods, and, notwithstanding the falling markets 
for island produce, traders have kept going. It speaks well for the 
Protectorate that there has not been any commercial failures, although 
it is probable that a few of the smaller traders will have to withdraw 
until the market rates for copra and other products are commensurate 
with the increased prices paid for all commodities. 


Copra. 


The production of copra, the principal item of export, is steadily 
increasing. Coconut plantations that were established some eight 
years ago are in bearing, the average crop being up to the most sanguine 
expectations. A falling off uf the produce from native trees has resulted 
from the fall in price of copra, as the natives, not understanding the 
cause of the drop in price, were reluctant to sell, and preferred to let 
the nuts rot on the ground rather than accept the lower price offered 
by traders. 


Since last year there has not been any appreciable improvement or 
increase in the cultivation of coconuts, planters being restricted by 
shortage of labour and the general disinclination to extend operations 
during the continuance of the war. 


Ivory Nuts. 


The closing of the market for this item has been a serious blow to 
the Protectorate. Ivory nuts are grown extensively throughout the 
group and the export provided a profitable living for a number of small 
traders. Prior to the outbreak of war the price paid was £11 per ton. 
At the present time there must be many hundreds of tons going to 
waste; even at the reduced price of £6 to £7 the industry would find 
employment for many and quite £20,000 in value would be realised 
annually. The loss of this item of trade has not been made good by 
any other item. 

oy Trem: 
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Bananas. 


The cultivation of bananas for export is still in the hands of a few 
growers in the eastern part of the group, and there is no reason why 
a very extensive trade should not he opened up with Australia. The 
prices realised on the fruit shipped have been very encouraging, and 
that fact should induce other persons to take up the cultivation of 
this highly remunerative product. Planters in the western part were 
anxious to grow bananas for the Sydney market, but could not come 
to any arrangement with the shipping companies, which would not 
entertain the proposal to take their final departure from a western 
port as the support offered did not warrant a special steamer. This 
means that banana growing will be restricted to places within easy 
distance of Tulagi, the port of final departure. 


Corton. 


The cultivation of cotton has been abandoned, mainly owing to the 
scarcity of suitable cheap labour to gather the crops. 


RussBer. 


No progress has been made in the cultivation of rubber. 


SHELL. 


The war seriously affected the price of all kinds of pearl shell, and 
shipments in transit at the outbreak of war were held up in Sydney, 
and for several months no shell was exported. Latterly a market has 
been established and the trade has been renewed; the prices are 
lower, but traders are satisfied with the returns. 


TIMBER. 


The export of timber logs, principally Dilo (Callophyllam inophyllum), 

which up to six months ago gave promise of great expansion, suddenly 
ceased, the Sydney buyers, for some reason not known, having cancelled 
their arrangements. At the present time the industry is ata standstill. 
There is no reason why the timbers of the Protectorate should not be 
used locally ; the importation of timber from Australia forms a large 
item and the high rates for freight should alone be a sufficient 
inducement for the establishment of saw mills. Thousands of valuable 
logs are destroyed in clearing land, whereas, with a small, well-managed 
sawing plant, they could be turned to great profit, and rough sawn 
timber would be extensively used in the construction of labour lines 
and work sheds. The price for imported timber for building purposes 
averages 30s. per 100 feet super. 


Srock. 


The Protectorate has been found to be well suited for raising cattle, 
and many plantations have herds grazing among the coconuts, thus 
saving a great number of labourers in the clearing of undergrowth. 
A regulation to protect and guard against stock diseases will shortly 
be introduced. Sheep have not done well, but pigs thrive and prove 
a source of great profit to the breeders. 
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ADMINISTRATION IN THE PROTECTORATE. 


In January last Mr. C. M. Woodford, C.M.G., the Resident 
Commissioner, retired from the service on a well earned pension. 
Mr. Woodford had been for many years associated with the Solomon 
Islands, and, from the establishment of the British Protectorate, 
successfully carried out the very arduous task of developing and 
establishing the Government. In the early days this was no easy 
matter, and lately the work incidental to controlling a new and rapidly 
progressing Protectorate was beset with many difficulties, which by 
tact and ability he was able to overcome. 


No successor to Mr. Woodford has so far been appointed, the 
Government in the meantime being administered by Mr. F. J. Barnett, 
the Treasurer and Collector of Customs. 


The rapid development of the Group has necessitated an increased 
staff of officers. Formerly everything was done from the Resident 
Commissioner’s Office, but the work has now been distributed among 
different departments. The advancement all round now demands that 
the departmental staff be increased to cope with the work. The 
establishment of a wireless station at Tulagi, while bringing the place 
in closer touch with the outside world, will also increase work and 
responsibilities. The Medical, Native Labour, Survey, Public Works, 
Police and Prisons Departments are developing, and improvements 
are being effected. The control of native affairs, always a difficult 
problem, is receiving great attention, but it is expected that some 
years must elapse before complete control of the natives can be brought 
about. 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE: IMPORTS AND 
EXPORTS. 
I append the following statistics of revenue and expenditure, and 
of imports and exports for the past three years :— 
1912-13. 1913-14. 1914-15. 
£ £ 


L 
Revenue .. .. 15,482 24,520 22,646 
Expenditure .. 16,500 18,565 23,146 
Imports .. .. 181,761 162,761 133,062 
Exports .. .. 109,921 148,265 87,539 


F. J. Barnett, 


Acting Resident Commissioner. 
8th July, 1915. 
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No. 870. 


TONGAN ISLANDS PROTECT- 
ORATE. 


(For Report for 1913-14 see No. 829). 


Tur Actinc Hic CoMMISsIONER TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Office of the High Commissioner for the 
Western Pacific. 
Suva, Fiji, 14th September, 1915. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to transmit to you the following report by 
Mr. H. E. W. Grant, C.M.G., Agent and Consul, Tonga, on the Tongan 
Islands Protectorate for the financial year ended the 31st March, 1915. 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 
Eyre Hutson, 
Acting High Commissioner. 


The Right Honourable 
The Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


H.B.M.’s Agency and Consulate, 
Tonga, 
20th August, 1915. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to forward herewith a report on the Tongan 
Islands Protectorate for the year 1914-15. 

%. The comparative statements of revenue and expenditure for the 
years 1913-14 and 1914-15 contained in the report are for the financial 
years ended the 31st March, 1914, and the 31st March, 1915, 
respectively. The statistics relating to imports and exports, shipping, 
etc., are in respect: of the calendar years specified in the returns. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

H. E. W. Grant, 
H.B.M.’s Agent and Consul. 
His Excellency 

The High Commissioner for the Western Pacific, 

Suva, Fiji. 


(0217) Wt.36076/850. 1125 & 90. 11.16. B.&F.,Ltd. Gp.11,% 
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REPORT ON THE TONGAN ISLANDS PROTECTORATE FOR 


THE YEAR 1914-1915. 


The Kingdom of Tonga embraces the groups of islands of Tongatabu, 
Haabai, and Vavau, together with the outlying islands of Niuatobutabu, 
Tafahi, and Niuafoou. 


The main group was discovered by Tasman in 1643. 


Niuatobutabu and Tafahi were named Keppel and Boscawen 
respectively by Wallis in 1767. 


Niuafoou was discovered by Captain Edwards in H.M.S. “ Pandora” 
on the 3rd August, 1791, and named by him Proby Island. It is 
considered to be the Good Hope Island of Schouten. 


Captain Cook visitea the islands on his second voyage in 1773 and 
again on his third voyage in 1777. On account of the disposition of 
the natives he named the group the Friendly Islands. 


The seat of government is at Nukualofa in Tongatabu. 


I.—FINANCIAL. 


GENERAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEARS 1913-14 
AND 1914-15. 


Revenue. 
1913-14. 1914-15. 
£32,489 ws £36,114 
Expenditure. 
1913-14. 1914-15. 
£39,108 sa aes £36,414 


The revenue was less than the estimate by £5,087, but in excess 
of that for 1913-14 by £3,625. Receipts under the head of Customs 
were short of the estimate by £5,611, but those on account of taxes 
were £1,660 in excess. 

The equilibrium between revenue and exp 
maintained, notwithstanding that the sum of £5,559 
public works of a non-recurrent nature. 





diture was well 
59 was spent on 
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The following is a statement of the revenue and expenditure for the 
five years 1910 to 1914-15 :— 


Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £ 
1910 »» 44,007 Ne 42,617 
1911 sie 51,050 ue 50,011 
1912-13... 43,938 Fa 38,497 
1913-14... 32,489 ae 39,103 
1914-15... 36,114 a 36,414 


The excess of assets over liabilities on the 31st March, 1915, was 
£17,180. 





IL—TRADE AND AGRICULTURE. 
Imports AND Exports. 
Comparative Statement of the total value of Imports and Exports 


(exclusive of specie and South Sea Island produce imported for 
exportation) for the five years 1910 to 1914 :— 


Year. Imports. Exports. Total Trade. 
£ : £ £ 
TS10" 4s 160,543 245,946 406,489 
1911 a 182,122 240,103 422,225 
1912, 169,472 216,511 385,983 
OTS: as 81,044 82,321 163,365 
ic See 87,702 73,036 160,738 
SHIPPING. 


Total shipping entered :—1913: Number of vessels, 32; tonnage, 
58,692. 1914: Number of vessels, 33; tonnage, 57,474. 


Total shipping cleared :—1913: Number of vessels, 31; tonnage, 
57,388. 1914: Number of vessels, 30; tonnage, 54,099. 


AGRICULTURE. 


The prosperity of Tonga rests at present almost entirely on the 
copra industry. The value of the fruit exported in 1914 was only 
£442, as against £9,6C5 in 1910. Owing to the presence of an insect 
pest ‘mown as the “fruit fly,” the citrus fruits have been excluded 
for some time past from the Australian and New Zealand markets, 
and the interruption of a direct steamship service with Auckland has 
practically annihilated the trade in bananas. 


Beyond the cultivation of ground provisions—mainly yams, taro, 
and sweet potatoes—for home consumption, the energy of both the 
natives and the European settlers during the year under review was 
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devoted chiefly to the development of the coconut plantations. There 
is plenty of room, however, for subsidiary products other than oranges, 
lemons, and bananas, and the importance of establishing those for 
which the soil and climate of the group may be suitable is not escaping 
the attencion of the Tongan Government. The matter is one which 
has been brought into specal prominence during the last few years 
owing to the number of occasions on which these islands have been 
visited by gales of sufficient force to damage severely the coconut 
growing areas by blowing unripe nuts from the trees. The recovery 
of the plantations, to which reference was made in the report for 
1913-14, received a considerable set back by hurricane weather in 
October and December, 1914, and in March, 1915. 


III.—LEGISLATION. 


Fourteen Ordinances were passed during the year 1914. 


The mest important legislative achievement was the reform of the 
Tongan Parliament. Under the Constitution the Legislative Assembly 
consisted of all the nobles of the kingdom, an equal number of repre- 
sentatives of the people, and the miuisters of the Crown. The 
membership cn this basis comprised aboat seventy, and, in the ordinary 
course, there was only one session in every three years. At a meeting 
of the Assembly on the 17th December, 1914, specially convoked, 
the King of Tonga, in a convincing address from the throne, proposed. 
for consideration that the Assembly should be composed of seven 
nobles elected by their peers, seven elective representatives of the 

* people, and the ministers of the Crown, numbering seven, or twenty-one 
members in all, and that the Assembly should meet annually. The 
proposed reform was agreed to practically unanimously. There can 
be little question that the substitution of a thoroughly representative 
legislative body of manageable dimensions, meeting annually, in the 
place of the former somewhat unwieldy Assembly, meeting once only 
every three years, will mark an epoch in Tongan history and go far in 
advancing the good government of the Island Kingdom. 





IV.—EDUCATION. 
Primary Schools. 
At the end of 1914 there were 57 public primary schools in operation, 
as against 55 at the close of 1913. 


The number of pupils on the roll was 2,780, showing an increase of 
54 as compared with the roll for 1913. Regularity in attendance was 
seriously affected by an epidemic of whooping-cough. 


TONGAN ISLANDS PROTECTORATE, 1914-15. vi 


Fifty-three schools were examined during the year. Of these, 
15 were classified as good, 23 as satisfactory, 5 as weak, and 10 as 
very weak. 


In view of the dearth of efficient teachers, special courses in 
“Teaching” have been introduced into the curriculum of Tonga 
College. 


There are now no State-aided schools in the kingdom. 


Tonga College. 


In a report on the general condition of the Government Schools for 
the year 1914, Mr. R. N. Burns, the Chief Assistant Master, Tonga 
College, who is at present in charge of the College, writes as follows :— 


“The roll number at Tonga College at the end of 1913 was 157. 
During the year 71 of these left and 42 new students were admitted, 
making the present roll number 128. This decrease in attendance 
must not be regarded as unsatisfactory, as it is due to the departure 
of aged students whose inability to accommodate themselves to the 
new conditions at the College made their removal essential. The new 
students admitted were youths of an average age of 16 years 8 months. 
This type makes the most satisfactory scholar. In making new 
regulations for the College due consideration has been given to the 
advisability of establishing a vernacular course for the older type of 
student, thus giving the English masters greater opportunity for the 
display of their abilities. 


“Since the beginning of the year most of the teaching has been 
conducted in English. The progress of the students in all grades has 
been very gratifying. It is possible to converse in the European 
language with quite 25 per cent. of the boys, and in the higher class 
divisions a cult for reading has been developed with considerable 
success. At the annual examination 80 rer cent. of the students 
qualified for promotion. 





“Considerable attention has been paid to agriculture. An area of 
33 acres at Mata-ki-Eua has been cleared and is under systematic 
cultivation. The plantation is divided into two sections, the staple 
crops of yams and kumalas occupying each half, while we rotate pines 
and tapioca acre by acre as the main crops are removed. Copra has 
not been neglected, and we have planted some 1,700 coconut trees. 
Bananas are also represented to the extent of 1,200 palms. Next 
year it is hoped to undertake experimental work, which will be 
co-related with theory in the class room. 


“ The future of the College appears to me to be particularly bright. 
The institution is thoroughly well organised, and there is gradually 
entering into the lives of the boys a certain appreciation for study. 
The masters are keen on their work and interested in all matters 
pertaining to the welfare of the College. With such a spirit existing 
between masters and students nothing but success can result from 
the work of the institution.” 
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The Tongan is an apt pupil. The case of Inoke Sateki may be cited 
as an interesting illustration of that fact. During a visit to the 
Protectorate in the latter part of 1911, High Commissioner Sir Francis 
May was struck by the excellent draughtsmanship of the youth in 
question, who was then a student at the Tonga College. Sateki was 
subsequently offered the post of a supernumerary surveyor in the 
Lands Department of Fiji, which he accepted, and entered on his 
duties in March, 1912. The Commissioner of Lands, Fiji, when 
reporting recently on Sateki’s work, stated that he was by far the 
best draughtsman the Department had ever trained. He added that 
not only was he a fine draughtsman, but that he was making good 
progress towards becoming a surveyor, and only required field practice. 
Without any training in mathematics, he had learned to use a 
logarithmic table, to calculate co-ordinates, take out areas by double 
longitudes, obtain azimuth, time, and latitude from sun observations, 
and solve the usual problems in trigonometry. 


V—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
Hospitats. 


A hospital, in charge of a European doctor, is maintained in each 
of the islands of Tongatabu, Haabai, and Vavau. Tongan subjects 
receive free medical treatment. 


Each hospital is provided with male and female wards, a dispensary, 
an operating theatre, and store-rooms. Native houses have been 
erected in the hospital compounds for isolation cases. 


Native medical students are trained at the hospitals for the purpose 
of serving as dispensers in the outlying islands and in districts not 
easily accessible to the Medical Officers. Dispensaries have been 
established at Mua (in Tongatabu), and in the islands of Eua, Niuafoou, 
and Niuatobutabu. 


GaoLs. 


There are ten gaols—three at Nukualofa (one for males and two for 
females); one at Haabai (general); three at Vavau (one for males 
and two for females) ; and one (general) at each of the islands of Kua 
Niuafoou, and Niuvatobutabu. 
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VI.—JUDICIAL. 
Potice Courts. 


The kingdom of Tonga is divided into five magisterial districts, 
namely, Tongatabu and Eua, Haabai, Vavau, Niuafoou, and 
Niuatobutabu. 


The number of criminal cases tried in the Police Courts during the 
year 1914 was 14,200, as against 14,362 in 1913. This large number 
does not indicate that there has been a great amount of crime. It is 
due to the fact that the police have maintained their accustomed 
activity in prosecuting for breaches of the taxation laws and offences 
against the sanitary and health laws, all of which are grouped under 
the head of criminal cases. 


The prosecution failed in 1,769 cases, and 404 cases were pending 
on the 3lst December, 1914. 


The number of civil cases heard in 1914 was 567. Judgmeat was 
given for the plaintiff in 484 cases, and for the defendant in 68. On the 
31st December, 1914, 15 cases were pending. 


Supreme Court. 


Fourteen criminal cases were tried in the Supreme Court of Tonga 
in the year 1914, with six acquittals. 


In addition to the criminal cases which came before the Supreme 
Court in 1914 there were 18 civil, 52 divorce, and 11 appeal (7 criminal 
and 4 civil) cases. The Court also dealt with 525 applications for 
exemption from payment of taxes, of which 462 were granted either 
in whole or in part. 


VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 


The estimated population of Tongan subjects on the 31st December, 
1914, was 23,121, showing an increase of 169 as compared with the 
estimated population at the close of 1913. 


The birth-rate per 1,000 for 1914 was 34°60, as against 35°85 in 1913, 
and the death-rate 27°29, as against 17-34. 


10 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 


The following table shows the number of births, marriages, and 
deaths registered in the Supreme Court of Tonga during the five 
years 1910-14 :— 





Year. Births. Marriages. Deaths. 
1910 “8 730 322 451 
1911 . 748 302 665 
1912 oA 738 278 557 
1913 2 823 275 398 
1914 a 800 222 631 
Totals 3,839 1,399 2,702 
Averages 767 279 540 





Pusiic Hearn. 


A matter which is causing grave concern and engaging the serious 
attention of the Tongan Government and of the Medical Department 
is the rapid growth of tuberculosis throughout the kingdom. 


The Chief Medical Officer, Dr. H. M. Cowan, has opened” in 
Nukualofa an educational campaign which has for its object the 
bringing home to the people the insidious nature of the disease, the 
way in which it can be communicated, and the measures to be adopted 
for arresting the spread-of infection. Similar steps were undertaken 
by Dr. Cowan in Haabai when he occupied the post of Medical Officer 
of that district. 


It is proposed to establish classes for the instruction of the native 
clergy in order that they may be able to take up the matter in 
connection with their pastoral work. The services of those engaged 
in teaching in the schools will also be enlisted. In this way the people 
will be gradually familiarised with the gravity of the situation, with 
the result, it is hoped, that they will be prepared to co-operate readily 
with the Medical Department in coping with it. 


Dr. Cowan has already addressed large and representative audiences 
on this vital question with encouraging results. 


CLIMATE. 


The maximum temperature for the year recorded at Tonga, College, 
Nukualofa, was 92°5 degrees, in January, and the minimum 40 degrees, 
in June and August. 


The total rainfall was 97°36 inches. 
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VUI—POSTAL SERVICE. 


The revenue of the Post Office for 1914 was £640 as against £688 
for 1913. 


Prior to the outbreak of the European war the revenue for 1914 
promised to be well in excess of that for the previous year ; but the 
reduction of the steamship itinerary, the cessation of the ordinary 
islands’ tourist traffic, and the postal restrictions which followed the 
declaration of hostilities reacted most unfavourably on the receipts 
of the Department. 


Expenditure on account of the Post Office is merged in that of the 
Custom-house, the two departments being conducted in the same 
offices by the one staff. 


The Government pays no mail subsidies, and expends practically 
nothing on the local conveyance of mails. 


Tonga is not in the Postal Union. 


Telegraph and telephone services are, as yet, non-existent, but the 
Government of Tonga have decided to establish a wireless telegraph 
station in Tongatabu and to work it in connection with the wireless 
service of Fiji. : 


Telegrams at present can only be received and sent by post via 
Auckland and Sydney, or by “wireless” when a steamer of the 
Union 8.8. Company of New Zealand happens to be in port. The 
helplessness of the kingdom in the absence of any means of telegraphic 
communication was never more clearly demonstrated than immediately 
after the outbreak of war, when, for a period of nearly two months, 
none of the Company’s steamers called at Tonga. During that time, 
with the exception of a few days in the early part of September, when 
one of the ships of the Australian squadron paid a flying visit to 
Vavau and Nukualofa, the group was completely isolated. 





Prior to August, 1914, British, foreign, ‘colonial, and interinsular 
mails were conveyed by steamers of the Union Company by means of 
a fortnightly service between Svdney and Auckland, via Fiji and 
Samoa. Since then a four-weekly service only has been the rule, the 
New Zealand Government having requisitioned several of the 
Company’s vessels. A steamer now leaves Auckland once every four 
weeks for Nukualofa, calling at Suva, Fiji, en route, and returning vid 
Haabai, Vavau, Samoa (Apia), and Fiji (Levuka and Suva) to Auckland. 
The transhipment of goods and mails from Sydney takes place generally 
at Suva. Though presumably unavoidable, this curtailment of the 
service, involving as it does the disappearance of direct communication 
with New Zealand, has dealt a severe blow to Tonga. 


The transactions in connection with the money order system for 
1914 were as follow :— 
; Total. 
Money orders issued by Tonga .. ger SB S9T 
Money orders drawn on Tonga .. és £223 
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As the figures for 1913 were £12,726 and £519 respectively, the 
reduction in the year’s turnover was relatively considerable. 


IX.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


Pusiic Works. 


Owing to the necessity of restricting expenditure as much as 
practicable, only those public works which were of an urgent nature 
were undertaken. These included, in Tongatabu, the continuation of 
the work of metalling natural-soil main roads, according to the scheme 
which had been sanctioned, the reconstruction of the stone facing of 
the foreshore at Nukualofa, repairs to the wharf, the painting and 
repairing of various official quarters, and the removal of the quarantine 
station from the Island of Fafa to that of Makaha. Government 
buildings were repaired at Haabai and Vavau, and at Niuatobutabu 
the erection of a landing stage was commenced. The wharf at Vavau 
was repaired. 


THE War. 


This report would not be complete without a reference to the supreme 
crisis which has arisen in the affairs of the world. 


It was not until the 4th September, 1914, that the wholly unexpected 
and momentous news that Great Britain was at war reached 
Nukualofa. Prior to that date, no communication had been received 
from beyond the group since the 28th July. The only mail steamers 
calling at Tongan ports are those of the Union Steamship Company of 
New Zealand. These ceased to arrive when due, but by no one was it 
conjectured that the interruption in the service was owing to the 
existence of a state of war. 


Notwithstanding the distance of Tonga from the centre of conflict, 
it need hardly be observed that the fact that Great Britain had been 
compelled to draw the sword and that the Empire was in arms 
profoundly stirred all classes of the community, and had the immediate 
effect of overshadowing all events of local interest. 


The number of residents in Tonga of both sexes claiming British 
nationality is estimated to be less than 400, many of whom have never 
been beyond the limits of the kingdom. These remote islands, 
nevertheless, have been represented in the rally of Britons overseas 
to the colours, and those who have responded to the call of patriotism 
have done so entirely on their own resources. 
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Contributions from those who from a variety of causes have not 
been able to render personal service are being remitted periodically 
to the National Relief and other War Funds. 


A branch of the Patriotic League of Britons Overseas has been 
founded in Nukualofa, and subscriptions have been raised for the 
purpose of enabling the members to participate in the proposal of the 
League to present a warship to the Nation and so identify themselves 
with the defence of the Empire. 


Both the Tongan Government and the Tongan people—nobles, 
chiefs, and commoners—have given tangible expression to their loyalty 
and to their sympathy with those who have suffered distress in 
consequence of the war by contributing generously to the relief funds. 


H. E. W. Grant, 
H.B.M.’s Agent and Consul. 


Nukualofa, Tonga. 
20th August, 1915. 


COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 





The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 








ANNUAL. 
No. Colony, &e. Year. 
835 St. Vincent | 1913-1914 
836 St. Lucia .. 45) 
837 Somaliland 5 - 
838 Straits Settlements 1913 
839 Cayman Islands . 1913-1914 
840 East Africa Protectorate | bs 
841 Leeward Islands . ‘ 
842 Gilbert and Ellice Islands a 
843 Zanzibar .. 1914 
844 Turks and Gaicos Islands. os 
845 Weihaiwei ae a 
846 Seychelles. . be 
847 St. Helena ae 
848 Fiji ‘ i 
849 Bahamas .. 1914-1915 
850 Gibraltar .. 1914 
851 Sierra Leone ss 
852 Grenada 1914-1915 
853 Bermuda .. 1914 
854 Malta 1914-1915 
855 Ceylon 1914 
856 Hong Kong fo 
857 Bechoanaland Protectorate 1914-1915 
858 Basutoland sid 5 
859 Gold Coast 1914 
860 Jamaica 1914-1915 
861 Gambia .. A 1914 
862 Straits Settlements a .. 1914-1915 
863 Northern Territories of the Gold d Coast oy i 1914 
864 Ashanti ar xe we 3s 
865 Cyprus 1914-1915 
866 Swaziland $5 
867 Somaliland 3 Ff 
868 British Honduras 1914 
869 British Solomon Islands 1914-1915 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony, &c. Subject. 
719 Northern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 
80 Nyasaland Mineral Survey, 1908— 9. 
81 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
82 Imperial Institute Rubber and Gutta-percha. 
83 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1910. 
84 West Indies Preservation, of Ancient 
7 Monuments, &c. 
85 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1911. 
86 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1912. 
87 Ceylon Mineral Survey. 
88 Imperial Institute Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 
89 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1913. 


St. Vincent 


Roads and Land Settlement. 
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No. 871. 


BARBADOS. 


(For Report for 1913-14 see No. 824.) 


THE GOVERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Government House, 
Barbados, 
14th October, 1915. 
Sir, 

I have the honour to transmit herewith copies of the Blue Book 
of this Colony for the year 1914-15, with the report thereon 
by Major J. A. Burdon, the Colonial Secretary. 

I have, ete. 
L. Prosyn, 
t Governor. 
The Right Honourable 


A. Bonar Law, P.C., M.P., 
ete., etc., etc. 


(C227). Wt. 36076/850. 1125 & 90. 1.16 B.&F.Ltd. Gp. 11/2. 
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EPORT ON THE BARBADOS BLUE BOOK FOR 1914-15. 


FINANCIAL. 
General. 
1. In the year 1914-15 :— 
The Revenue was Ms £5 es 
The Expenditure was .. -. 236,796 





Deficit on year’s transactions £13,705 





The balance to the credit of the general revenue, which stood at 
£49,316 at the close of the previous financial year, was thus reduced to 
£35,611 on March 31st, 1915. 


2. The revenue given above includes a loan of £9,000 raised to 
meet expenditure incurred in 1912-13 for the purchase of military 
property ; and also a loan of £20,000 raised for the purpose of a war 
contribution to the Imperial Government. If these items be excluded 
as abnormal, and if the £20,000 war gift be also omitted on the 
expenditure side for the same reason, the normal figures for 1914-15 
will be :— 





£ 
Revenue .. se ie ae .. 194,091 
Expenditure nA a ee .. 216,796 
Deficit on normal (but plugins Mega 
transactions ae ; . £22,705 





3. The corresponding revenue and expenditure for the year 1913-14 
were £214,865 and £222,177, respectively. 


Revenue. 


4. The normal revenue was £20,774 less than that for the previous 
year. During the four months of peace—viz., from April to July— 
the revenue was only £85 short of the proportionate estimate for that 
period. It was actually £821 in excess of the revenue for the similar 
period of the preceding year. The falling off, therefore, occurred 
entirely during the eight months of war and is mainly attributable 
to the war. There were, however, subsidiary causes which must not 
be overlooked. Firstly, the low prices obtained for the bulk of the 
1914 sugar crop reduced the spending power of planters and merchants. 
Secondly, the cotton crop fell in quantity by nearly one half. Thirdly, 
a severe drought occurred during the first three quarters of the year. 
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It is true that this drought increased the receipts derived from import 
duties on foodstuffs; but this was probably balanced by reduced 
imports on articles of secondary necessity ; and any such gain must 
have been more than counterbalanced by the check to the employment 
of labour, by reduction in the spending power of the peasants, and by 
the natural curtailment of expenditure due to anticipation of a short 
crop for 1915. In addition to the foregoing, there were two other 
untoward circumstances, Owing to the gradual closing down of work 
on the Panama Canal, there was a considerable reduction in the money 
remitted thence ; and, owing to financial conditions in Brazil, there 
has been a great falling off in visitors, residential and otherwise, from 
that country. To the above category of woes, serious, but not by 
themselves sufficient to cause the shrinkage of revenue recorded, the 
war added :—A decrease in remittances from countries other than the 
Canal Zone ; a considerable decrease in volume of shipping ; a serious 
decrease in the coaling trade; a cessation of the tourist trade; a 
considerable rise in price of almost all imported goods, especially 
foodstuffs and clothing ; and a natural tendency to individual retrench- 
ment and economy. The only offset to all this was a rise in the price 
of sugar. But. as very little of the 1914 crop remained unsold at the 
beginning of the war, this advantage affected a few individuals and 
the result on the revenue was inconsiderable and may be neglected. 





In view of the long catalogue of adverse circumstances it is 
remarkable that Barbados should have suffered a shrinkage of revenue 
of only ten per cent. 


5. Two steps towards additional taxation were taken just before 
the end of the financial year. 


(a) An export duty was on March 9th placed on sugar and molasses 
at the following rates :— 


s. d. 
Crystal sugar a ee ..perton 2 6 
Muscovado sugar .. <a hae) Rea 1 8 
Molasses .. #e .. per 100 gals. 0 10 


This duty brought in £472 during the 23 days of its operation. 


(6) From March 4th the excise duty on rum was increased from 
3s. to 4s. per gallon ; and the Customs duty on alcoholic liquors 
and tobacco was raised by 20 per cent. 


This increase brought in £732 in excise and £316 in import duties 
in the four weeks of its operation. These figures must not be taken 
as an acturate guide to the amount to be anticipated as the regular 
result of these increased duties. Both these Acts are to continue in 
force till March 31st, 1916. 


6. Only one head of revenue has shown any substantial increase, 
viz. that of the Water Works Department, by £701. Of this £100 is 
due to an increase of clients owing to the extension of the service to 
the higher levels. The remainder is due to increased consumption by 
meter, owing to the drought. 
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7. The principal decreases occurred under the following heads :— 
£ 


Customs BY, ee ay ue .. 14,267 
Port and Harbour dues os i oe 350 
Excise re Se ie s 1,736 
Licences AS os ee i nih 459 
Fees and fines .. ee “ oa a 621 
Post Office a ol a oe a3 1,468 
Reimbursements-in-aid Ea ee ve 1,741 
Interest .. Be we es he “a 254 
Special Receipts (if the £20,000 loan be 
deducted) a Pa ne 2 1,166 


8. The causes of decrease were :— 
Customs.—Principally the war. 


Port and Harbour Dues.—Principally the war ; secondarily, reduction 
in the output of syrup and the consequent decrease in number of 
vessels loading in the Careenage. 


Excise, Licences, Fees, and Fines.—General diminution in spending 
power consequent on general conditions and increase in cost of 
living. 

Post Office.—Decrease in sale of stamps owing to falling off in corre- 
spondence, partly general and due to the war, but mainly with 
Panama, due to the reduction of Barbadian labour on the Canal. 


Reimbursements-in-Aid.—Abnormal increase by loan of £1,500 in 
the previous year. 


Interest.—Reduction of Treasury balance on deposit at interest. 


Special Recetpts—Shrinkage by £880 in deposits by passengers 
under the Quarantine Act, which is balanced by a decrease on the 
expenditure side under refunds to passengers. 


Expenditure. 


9. The expenditure for 1914-15 exceeded that for the previous year 
by £14,619. If the gift of £20,000 to the Imperial Government be 
excluded this excess is converted into a decrease of £5,381.%f And if 
the total expenditure directly due to the war, set out in paragraph 13, 
be further deducted, the expenditure for 1914-15 will be found to 
have been reduced below that for the previous year by £9,177. 


10. The principal heads under which increases occurred were :— 


Increase. 
The Governor (at disposal of, for service of 
Colony) 2 Sy ae hs ae 1,414 
Colonial Secretar: or gs soe We 163 
Police .. ae i oy es a 910 
Pensions. . s aA = ie as 1,014 
MiscellaneousServices .. hs be oR 17,350 


War Expenditure es ae “4 as 1,543 
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The principal decreases were :— 


£ 
Customs a do if be es 4,377 
Education a a Se 949 
Water Works Department see ey me 1,041 
Debt Charges .. % ea 557 
Public Works (Extraordinary) 28 aa 851 


11. The chief causes of the increases were :— 


The Governor. —At the commencement of the war the money required 
for war expenditure was voted, to the amount of £1,600, as 
miscellaneous at the disposal of the Governor for the service of 
the Colony. 


Police-—An amendment of the system of good conduct badges, 
entailing increase of this head by £348; the increased cost of 
clothing and forage due to the war, £944; and purchase of 
surplus stock, £194, recoverable on issue. 





Pensions.—Automatic increase as public officers come under Part 2 
of the Pension Act. 


Miscellaneous Services.—The principal items of increase were :— 


£ 
Increase in amount of telegrams (due to war) 85 
Installation and running of wharf lighting .. 200 
Cost of exchange H 48 
Defensive measure for denial of supplies to 
enemy 543 
Grants to families of two deceased police 
sergeants .. 227 
Grant to provision contractor to compensate 
for war rise in prices 51 
Donation to London School of “Tropical 
Medicine fs ec 100 
War gift to the Imperial Government .. 20,000 


To set against the above there are items of extraordinary 
expenditure in 1913-14 which did not recur ; and a reduction of £851 
in refunds to passengers under the Quarantine Act. This is the 
corollary of the shrinkage in special receipts mentioned in paragraph 8. 


12. The chief causes of the decreases were :— 


Customs.—Decrease in refunds for drawbacks, cqnsequent on 
decreased imports. 


Education.—Decreased expenditure on repairs to schools. 


Charges of Debt.—The instalment of £1,000 for the Public Works 
Loan sinking fund was withheld in accordance with the Act. 
Against this must be set increase of interest due to increased 
borrowing. 

Public Works Extraordinay.—Expenditure on purchase of work- 
shop in 1913-14, not recurring. 
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18. The total expenditure directly due to the war has been :— 
: £ 
Gift to the Imperial Government .. .. 20,000 
Money placed at the disposal of the Governor _1,600 
War expenditure voted underscheduledheads 1,543 
Additional defensive measure for denial of 





supplies to enemy . 543 

Volunteers, uniform fee Anehented eeieblish- 
ment .. is eae as aa ee 110 
£23,796 


The principal objects to which the second and third items above © 
were devoted were :—Temporary increase of police force by employ- 
ment of island constables; pay and rations to volunteers when on 
guard and piquet ; prisoners of war; censorship; erection of wireless 
station; and pay of volunteer wireless operators. 


Assets AND LiABILITIES. 


14. The excess of assets over liabilities, which at the close of the 
previous financial year stood at £44,121, fell to £29,841 on March 
31st, 1915. 


Pustic Dest. 


15. The public debt has been increased during the year under report, 
from £436,900 to £447,900, the causes of increase being a loan of £9,000 
for the purchase of the Savannah and military buildings and one of 
£2,000 for the extension of the water works to the higher levels of the 
island. To the amount above given, £447,900, will be added the 
£20,000 borrowed temporarily from the Sugar Industry Agricultural 
Bank for the War gift to the mother country, as soon as the necessary 
legislative provision for this step has been effected. 


The sinking fund increased during the year from £113,591 to 
£122,264. 


ParocHIAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


16. The comparison of the total revenue and expenditure of the 
eleven parishes of the island for this and the previous financial year 
discloses a decrease of £327 in revenue and a decrease of £10 in 
expenditure; the revenue and expenditure in 1913-14 amounting 
respectively to £67,737 and £66,097. 


The amount expended on poor relief was £22,305. The increase of 
£1,115 over the figure for the previous financial year was necessitated 
by the drought. 
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TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
TRADE. 


17. In 1914 the value of imports amounted to £1,300,073 as compared 
with £1,353,059 in 1913. The value of exports amounted to £915,099, 
the value of those in 1913 being £856,618. 


The decrease in imports is due to the War and to the general con- 
ditions set forth in paragraph 4. The increase in exports is due to the 
improvement of the 1914 crop over the abnormally low crop of 1913 
and also to the fact that considerable stocks of the 1913 crop were 
held over owing to low prices and not exported until 1914. 


Imports. 


18. The following comparative table for the past two years show 
the countries from which imports chiefly came :— 














1914 1913 
£ £ 
United Kingdom ae oie hy eee --| 495,096 518,611 
. Canada.. a3 PS ae aes io -.| 174,785 192,495 
Newfoundland Ns ahs my ue wee 32,026 37,055 
British West Indies and British Guiana .. -.| 118,827 113,013 
India .. at ee ets os oi aie 35,076 29,247 
Foreign Countries— 
United States. . aa 2? as us ..| 346,185 381,259 
Argentine Republic .. ae at an : 25,366 23,444 
Foreign West Indies’ and Guiana. . se a 21,187 11,629 
France. . ae ts oe a et a 3,037 3,838 
Germany a net 03 oe a HS 3,806 9,173 
Holland oh ot oe as Me oe 29,743 13,261 





Of the increase by £9,558 from foreign West Indies and Guiana 
£8,972 is caused by increase of imports from the Dutch West Indies. 
This is due to increased imports thence of raw manures. The large 
increase in the import of raw manures was probably due to anticipated 
shortage in potassic manures caused by the embargo on potassic salts. 


Of the increase of imports from Holland, £7,513 is due to import of 
chemical manure thence, on the closing of other sources of supply. 


19. The following table gives the percentage of imports from” the 
principal countries of origin for the past two years :— 


1914. 1913. 
Per cent. Per cent. 
United Kingdom a és 38 38 
Canada .. aa es a 13 14 


United States .. as we 26 28 
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20. The net loss to the revenue attributable to the operation of the 
preferential tariff was £360 during 1914. The burden on the consumer, 
due to increased duties on articles from foreign sources, is estimated 
to have been inappreciable as the loss to the revenue. The benefit 
accruing from the preference system to the sugar industry, the staple 
and almost sole industry of the Colony, is believed to be of distinct 
and substantial value. 


21. The following table gives the value of the principal imports 
from Canada for the past two years :— 


(a) Articles showing an increase: 




















| 

, 1914 | 1913 

! | 

£ £ 
Motor cars and parts. . oy ae oy reat 1,889 410 
Oilmeal and oilcake .. sts er na 54 2,866 270 
Fish, dried, salted and smoked ns fs --| 19,638 14,994 
Flour of wheat and rye ses ree eo oG 48,110 42,112 
Oats oe sh ss | 19,708 14,835 
Hay .. 3 ue an ot an al 2,427 965 
Pork, salted .. as ae se Se ae 1,700 806 
(b) Articles showing a decrease: 
1914 1913 
‘ £ £ 

Cheese .. Big Os ee ee 2% sy 2,078 2,395 
Pickled fish (all kinds) ai a oe a 2,353 2,603 
Sulphate of ammonia ane os a at 30,269 46,752 
Manures, uneaumerated ics ee a a ll 1,967 
Wood and timber .. ise ae oe em 22,039 38,126 
Shingles o an . oe o 11,615 14,473 








The decrease in import of sulphate of ammonia is apparently 
attributable to the War ; in unenumerated manures, wood and timber, 
and shingles to a decrease of total imports under these heads. 





Exports. 


22. The following table gives a comparison of the value of exports 
the produce and manufacture of the Colony with the value of exports 
the produce and manufacture of British and foreign countries. 














1914. | 1913. 
i 
| 
| £ £ 
Produce, &c., of the Colony. . kc f. ; ; 661,065 527,606 
| 


Produce, &c., of other Countries 254,034 | 329,012 
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23. The following table gives a comparison of the value of principal 
exports the produce and manufacture of the Colony with that for 


the previous year :— 








1914. 1913 

£ £ 
Bread and Crackers 6,600 7,018 
Cotton-seed meal 1,625 | 2,293 
Cotton, raw a 13,473 23,460 
Preserved tamarinds.. 2,148 770 
Hides and Skins 6,334 4,922 
Oleomargarine. . 2,251 3,310 
Sugar, crystals 158,372 50,967 
+, muscovado 94,688 39,704 
Molasses, choice 55,332 37,480 
a faney 306,076 339,130 

ee vacuum pan 1,158 —_ 








24. The following table compares the molasses and sugar ship- 
ments in quantity as well as in value :— 








1914. 1913. 
{ 

Molasses, choice— | 

Gallons --| 1,897,108 946,880 

Value £ 55,332 37,480 
Molasses, tancy— 

Gallons .. ..| 9,182,289 | 8,139,120 

Value ay £ 306,076 339,130 
Molasses, vacuum pan— 

Gallons oe «| 138,957 _ 

Value £ 1,158 — 
Sugar, crystals— 

Tons esl 17,568 4,977 

Value ee £ 158,372 50,967 
Sugar, muscovado— 

Tons ite ie a he 11,836 4,963 

Value... Ss Pies a £94,688 39,704 








25. The following table gives the compa: 


prices for the two years :— 


rison of the average 











1914. 1913, 
7 ;£s dj £8 de 
Molasses, choice—per gallon 007! 0 0 9 
» fancy + 0 0 8 0 010 

» Vacuum pan ,, 00 2) —_— 
Sugar, crystals, dark—per ton 9 00;10 0 0 

s 3 white ri 12 2 8} — 
” ” yellow ” 11 0 0,12 0 0 
és muscovado a 8 00 8 0 0 





' 





“It will be seen that the Colony suffered from a fall in the price of 
every sugar product except muscovado sugar. 
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26. The following table gives the comparison in quantity and 
value for cotton exported during the two years :— 








| 1914. | 1913. 

Cotton, raw oe = ae as Ibs. 220,981 433,099 
Value .. . oe Es er £ 13,473 23,460 
Cotton-seed meal . oi os ae Ibs. 970,976 | 1,310,016 
Value .. a its EX: on £ 1,625 2,293 





The average price of raw cotton rose from 1s. 1-0d. in 1913 to 1s. 2 “6d. 
in 1914, but this rise was insufficient to compensate for a decrease by 
nearly one-half in the quantity exported. 


27. The following table gives the destination of the principal 
products exported for the past two years :— 








1914. i913. 





£ £ 
United Kingdom .. ees oy =A Bes 42,111 55,170: 
Canada . on sie 35 Pr Be 466,881 312,053 
Newfoundland is ae ee ae as 37,436 45,964 
United States es a aN ey a 74,481 69,200 





28. The destination of the bulk of the sugar has been :— 




















1914. 1913. 
) 1 
i; ae £ 
United Kingdom .. oe, Bee a oe | 20,867 21,087 
Canada ae a Sem ae ae 202,168 53,212 
British West Indies ute aie ts we 6,200 6,152 
Holland... fe te oes BG 4,720 3,968 
United States es cae an te a 12,080 Nil 
And of the molasses :— 
] 
| 1914. 1913. 
£ £ 
United Kingdom . oe ss an ae | 5,457 7,574 
Canada aa on Ex a dec | (BO, 880 258,568 
Newfoundland... oy ms ox -- | 36,772 45,830 





United States 1) 1) | 56,769 | 62,643 





29. The transit export trade shows a decrease of £74,978 below that 
for 1913. 
SHIPPING. 


30. The number of steamers entered at the port of Bridgetown in 
1914 was 646, as compared with 709 in 1913. Their tonnage was 
1,610,020, as compared with 1,753,356 in 1913. The number of sailing 
vessels entered was 701, as compared with 667 in the preceding year, 
their tonnage being 157, 222, as compared with 141,141. 
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31. Of the ships entered in 1914, 986 were British, with tonnage 
amounting to 1,367,730, as compared with 1,063, with tonnage 
amounting to 1,489,371, in 1913. The foreign ships entered amounted 
to 361 in 1914. with tonnage of 399,512, as compared with 313, with 
tonnage of 405,126, in 1913. 


32. In 1913 the number of steamers coaled was 265 and the amount 
of coal taken was 73,784 tons. In 1914 only 198 steamers were coaled, 
48,598 tons of coal being taken. 


33. In 1914 there were 5 tourist ships, which brought 1,686 tourists 
for a day’s visit to the island. The corresponding figures for 1913 
were 5 ships and 4,355 tourists. 


34. The number of passengers arriving in this island, exclusive of 
those in transit, was 11,898 in 1914 as compared with 14,435 in 1913. 


35. The number of natives of Barbados returning from Panama, 
with the money declared as brought with them, was 1,759, with 
£16,449, in 1914, as compared with 1,910, with £19,342, in 1913. 


AGRICULTURE. 


36. The export of sugar has been set out under its various headings 
in paragraph 24. The following table gives a comprehensive com- 
parison, in terms of sugar alone (equating fancy molasses thereto), 
of the exports for the past five years :— 


Tons. 
1910. ve a .. 52,300 
ll. a os .. 47,610 
1913°) 4. eS Se .. 44,817 
1918... ee M .. 81,329 
TOI a te ue .. 58,568 


37. The increase by 22,239 tons in 1914 represents the increase in 
the amount exported during the year and not the increase in the crop 
itself. As was stated in paragraph 35 of the Report for 1913-14, 
considerable stocks of the 1913 crop were held over, owing to low 
prices, beyond the close of 1913. Such stocks therefore went to swell 
to some extent the export returns for 1914. But the actual crop of 
1913 was a very short one, owing to the exceptionally low rainfall of 
1912, 41°49 inches, the lowest on record for 65 years; whereas the 
rainfall for 1913, 56-84 inches, raised the 1914 crop to a more nearly 
average figure. 


38. The growth of the crop to be reaped in 1915 was injured in its 
early stages by the serious drought which existed to the end of August, 
1914. Prospects improved considerably owing to seasonable rains in 
September; October and November were comparatively dry ; 
December and January gave good rains, but the value of these was 
largely negatived by unseasonable rains at the reaping season. The 
1915 crop thus suffered seriously from generally adverse weather 
conditions. 
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39. The seedling cane B 6450, to the drought-resisting qualities of 
which attention was drawn in the reports for 1912-13 and 1913-14, 
gives increasingly satisfactory results compared with other varieties. 
The Barbados Department of Agriculture reports that for the 1914 
crop the average yield of this variety exceeded that of the White 
Transparent, the standard cane, by 6°5 tons of canes, or well over 
half a ton of dark crystal sugar, per acre. The areas planted with 
B 6450 continue to increase, but the evidence afforded by the 1914 
crop convinces the Superintendent of Agriculture that the monetary 
gain to the planters had the whole 30,000 acres reaped been under this 
variety would have been not less than £160,000. 


40. Certain newer seedlings give even better promise than B 6450, 
; ey B(a) 6032, which has now been distributed to estates for field 
trials. 


41. The Blue Book and the comparative table in paragraph 26 
above show the cotton exported during the calendar year. But the 
reaping and shipping season for a cotton crop extends from October 
to the following September. The following table gives the comparison 
by crops and not by calendar years :— 


Crop of Crop of 
1913-14. 1912-13. 


Acres Be 4 a 2,985 3,970 
Quantity, lbs... .. 285,697 424,392 
Value Ee Sie iy 16,820 23,222 


42. The continued reduction of area under cotton is due, as has 
been pointed out in the reports for the last two years, to the discourage- 
ment caused to planters by the susceptibility of cotton to disease and 
insect pests. The efforts of the local Department of Agriculture to 
obtain, by selection and hybridisation, varieties capable of resisting 
insect pests and fungoid diseases and of giving a yield satisfactory in 
both quantity and quality are being continued with some success. 
But it is very probable that the present high price of sugar will cause 
a still further reduction of the area under cotton. 


43. The rise in freight rates due to the war has caused the 
discontinuance of the shipments of bananas, mangoes, potatoes and 
yams to England ; and the efforts to establish a trade with the United 
Kingdom in these commodities have perforce been suspended. 


44. The experimental export of melons to New York has been 


brought to an end, owing to the difficulty of obtaining shipping 
facilities during the season of remunerative prices. 


INDUSTRIES. 


45. There was an increase of 44,049 gallons in the quantity of rum 
manufactured. 
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46. The receipts of the Barbados Light Railway Company have risen 
again to the figure for 1912-13 in spite of the fact that the payment of 
the Government subsidy was suspended for two months and nineteen 
days, involving a reduction of £439, pending completion of certain 
necessary repairs. 


The receipts in 1913-14 were £8,890 ; in 1912-13 they were £7,984. 





LEGISLATION. 


47. During the year 28 Acts were passed by the Legislature. Of 
these the more important are :— 


No. 10. An Act to authorise the prohibition of the exportation 
of foodstuffs from this island. 


No. 11. An Act to amend the Trade Act, 1910, and the ior acun 
of Foodstuffs Act, 1914. 


No. 12. An Act to authorise the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
to fix maximum prices for certain commodities. 


No. 15. An Act to amend the Regulation of Prices Act, 1914. 


These Acts were passed in consequence of the situation created by 
the existence of the state of war between certain nations in Europe, 
which brought about unsettled conditions in the markets of the 
world. 


No. 21. An Act to prohibit trading with the enemy. 


This Act is a transcript of the Imperial Act, with necessary alterations 
of names of officers and other modifications to suit local conditions. 





EDUCATION. 


48. The total expenditure under this head was £22,009, a decrease 
by £949 on that for the previous year, due principally to less expen- 
diture on repairs. 


49. Codrington college, founded in 1745, opened as a college in 
1830 and affiliated to Durham University, had 24 scholars on the roll 
at the close of 1914, as compared with 20 at the close of the previous 
year. The Legislature votes four island scholarships worth £40 each 
and tenable for two years at the College. 


50. The training institute for elementary school teachers, started 
privately by the Rev. A. H. Anstey, Principal of Codrington College, 
and assisted by a grant of £300 from the Education Board, had twelve 
teachers under training throughout 1914. Ten teachers had completed 
the course by the end of the year and are now employed by the Board, 
two as head teachers. The results of the experiment so far have been 
quite satisfactory. 
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51. The following table shows the statistics relating to the larger 
schools, which receive legislative grants :— 
No .of pupils 


on rolls. 

Boys (First Grade}— 

Harrison College .. ty va 151 

The Lodge School .. Bs ns yet 
Boys (Second Grade) — 

The Combermere Sckool .. 2 181 
Girls (First Grade)— 

Queen’s College... re ee 93 


52. The number of primary schools was 153, with 25,162 children 
on the rolls and an average attendance of 14,409. 


53. The total Government grant for primary education is £14,200, 
the balance of which over and above the grant for salaries is expended 
on books, furniture, etc. There is also a parochial grant of £1,025 
contributed in various sums by the vestries of the island. 


54. The four ragged schools show 311 scholars on the rolls. 


55. Provision exists for an annual scholarship, called the Barbados 
scholarship, open to both girls and boys, of the value of £175 a year, 
tenable for four years during membership at one of the Universities 
of Europe or Canada or at any agricultural or technical college in 
Europe or America which may be approved by the Education Board. 





GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


56. The Barbados General Hospital, situated in Bridgetown, is 
maintained by a legislative grant, but is not, strictly speaking, a 
Government institution and is not under Government control. It 
is governed by a Court of eighteen Directors, of whom sixteen—selected 
pursuant to statute—must be either Government officers, sitting 
ex-officio, or members of the Legislature, while the remaining two are life 
members. 


57. The following table gives the principal statistics of the Hospital 
for the past two years :— 


Daily Average 
of patients. Admissions. Deaths. Outpatients. 
1914 ee 147 2,980 271 27,738 
1913 Bs VT 3,356 247 26,913 


The Government grant for the year was £7,850. 


58. The new buildings formally opened on April 28th, 1913, by 
Her Highness Princess Marie Louise of Schleswig-Holstein, were 
taken into use early in 1914. 
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59. At the Lazaretto there were 14 admissions, 2 discharges, and 
11 deaths, leaving 121 inmates at the end of the year. An Act providing 
for the compulsory segregation of any supposed leper found in a public 
place, if proved to be such, with certain concessions for isolation in 
private under regulation, was passed by the Legislature in December, 
1914. 


60. At the lunatic asylum the daily average number of patients 
increased from 399 in 1913 to 424 in 1914. The admissions numbered 
114, the discharges 51, and the deaths 91. 


61. At Glendairy Prison the daily average number of prisoners 
rose from 216 in 1913 to 257 in 1914, and the number of persons 
committed to penal imprisonment from 1,873 to 2,192. 


62. The number at the Government Industrial School for boys 
rose from 156 at the close of 1913 to 161 on December 31st, 1914, 
with a daily average of 159. 


63. The number at the Government Industrial School for girls 
rose from 42 at the end of 1913 to 57 at the end of 1914, with a daily 
average of 47. 


64. The expenditure on the Boys’ School, including cultivation 
of the estates, amounted to £2,931, on the Girls’ School to £772. The 
receipts from the estates cultivated amounted to £1,518. The nett 
cost of these institutions amounted, therefore, to £2,185, a decrease 
by £456 on the nett cost for 1913. The cost of maintenance per boy 
was £5 15s. ld., and per girl £6 8s. 103d. 


65. The deposits in the Savings Bank during 1914-15 amounted to 
£193,646 and the withdrawals to £215,219. The interest paid on 
deposits is 3 per cent. 


66. In spite of decreases, probably due to the reduction in prosperity 
resulting from the adverse circumstances detailed in paragraph 4, 
the Savings Bank and Friendly Societies are good evidence of the 
prevalence of thrift. 


CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


67. The comparison with the previous year is :— 


1914. 1913. 
Summary convictions = 10,351 11,963 
Convictions in superior courts 15 65 


68. The following table shows the percentage of convictions to 
population (estimated for 1914 to be 176,397) :— 


1911 es oe Be ae 6:49 
1912 # de aa me 6-76 
1913 ne as st S: 6°93 
1914 - see ea 5 591 


69. The number of convictions for predial larceny, which fell 
from 1,055 in 1912 to 860 in 1913, rose again to 1,039 in 1914. 
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70. The number of cane fires showed a serious increase during the 
year. There were 123 in 1912, 155 in 1913, and 270 in 1914. A 
Commission appointed to consider this serious evil reported therecn 
at the close of the year. 





VITAL STATISTICS. 


71. The population of the Colony on December 31st, 1914, was 
estimated to be :—74,476 males, 101,921 females; total 176,397 ; 
an estimated increase by 3,038 on the total for December 31st, 1913. 
These figures are based on those of the census of 1911, with corrections 
for births, burials, immigration, and emigration. 


72. The following table gives the births, deaths, and marriages for 
the past two years :— 


1914. 1913. 
Births i fa ae ae 6,549 5,511 
Birth rate per 1,000 EE oe 37-4 31:9 
Burials as ee hs <4 6,380 3,674 
Death rate per 1,000 a iy 365 21:3 
Marriages bg os 582 591 


73. Illegitimate births numbered 4,092, or 62°4 per cent. of total 
births. 


74, The burials of children under a year old numbered 2,641, giving 
a rate of 403 per 1,000 births, as against 213 per 1,000 in 1913 and 
416 per 1,000 in 1912. 





GENERAL REMARKS. 


75. The consideration by the Legislature of steps for the establish- 
ment of a local industry in oil producing and refining has been 
temporarily suspended owing to the War. 


76. The principal effects of the War felt by Barbados during 1914 
were the rise in price in imported goods, a decrease in thé volume of 
shipping, a serious decrease in the coaling trade, and a cessation of 
the tourist trade. There was no need to take legislative action to 
safeguard the commercial financial position. As there is no foreign 
colony in the island no alien difficulties arose. 


77. Enemy ships did not attack the island. Whilst there were any 
at large the approved organization for defence was kept in force and 
sundry false alarms showed the local forces to be fully prepared for 
any attack. Money was voted by the Legislature for an additional 
defensive measure directed towards preventing an enemy ship from 
obtaining the particular commodity which would be most likely to 
tempt an attack. The measure taken has been examined by officers 
of His Majesty’s ships and approved by them as efficient for the , 
purpose aimed at and the most satisfactory that could have been 
adopted. 
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78. But undoubtedly the most valuable addition to the defensive 
organization has been the erection by certain members of the Volunteer 
Force of a very efficient wireless station for military purposes, which 
has placed the Colony in permanent wireless communication with 
Trinidad, and has therefore relieved it from the dangerous position 
of sole reliance on the submarine cable for reporting an attack or 
appealing for assistance. The story of the installation is of sufficient 
interest to justify giving it at some length. 


79. Prior to the outbreak of war a “ wireless club” existed in 
Barbados, the youthful members of which learnt and practised by 
talking to each other on little home-made installations erected on 
bamboo poles or palm trees. Amongst the members were certain 
volunteers. On the outbreak of war these Volunteers offered to erect 
something for the service of the Colony if a little financial help could 
be given for the purchase of materia], Ten pounds was subscribed 
privately by the Governor and the members of the Legislative Council ; 
permission was given, and within five days of the declaration of war 

n “ umbrella ” installation, capable of calling up to 15 miles, was at 
work, operated night and day by an unpaid volunteer staff. 


80. A week later a 10-inch induction coil was borrowed from the 
Hospital. This increased the transmitting range to 40 miles. At the 
beginning of September a generous gift of part-worn material by a 
steamer of the Booth Line (to which Company the gratitude of the 
Colony is due) increased the transmitting range to 60 miles. In the 
middle of September the utilization of power from the Electric Supply 
Corporation, together with certain home-made improvements 
to the apparatus, increased the range to 150 miles. In the middle of 
October the loan (on deposit) of a lattice mast by the Electric Supply 
Corporation (whose manager is a member of the Volunteer Force) 
enabled the “umbrella” installation to be converted into an 
“inverted L” aerial, and increased the transmitting range to about 
220 miles. The island was thus placed in wireless touch with Trinidad 
and with any British warship which might happen to be within that 
radius. The greatest credit is due to the keen young Volunteers who 
achieved this success at a cost to the Colony of under £60, and who 
until October 1st gave their services night and day to the station 
without remuneration. 





81. Success being now demonstrated, specific votes were obtained 
from the Legislature for the purchase of a proper transmitting appa- 
ratus, and the little ‘toy’ plant evolved out of nothing in August 
became by the end of the year an efficient and thoroughly dependable 
two-kilowatt installation, maintained for defence purposes only. There 
existed obstacles to its conversion into a commercial station, but 
every facility compatible with military considerations was given to 
merchants and shipping agents for its use gratis. 


J. A. Burpon, 


Colonial Secretary. 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
14th October, 1915. 


COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 


The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 








ANNUAL. 

No. Colony, &c. Year. 
836 St. Lucia .. ae a os 154 te .. 1913-1914 
837 Somaliland “s 3 et Mel 38 Ae a 

838 Straits Settlements ee Ne oh a ae 1913 
839 Cayman Islands .. ‘ as se ste ++ 1913-1914 
840 East Africa Pi otectorats nd oe, ae ae us 

841 Leeward Islands . aus An re oc ye 

842 Gilbert and Ellice Tslands bie he of ei an 

843 Zanzibar .. Me sf we ae 1914 
844 Turks and Caicos Tslands” ae "3 sg ae 3. 

845 Weihaiwei. . oS 3 tise oi 5 a We 

846 Seychelles. . a a a Se 2 es ie 

847 St. Helena oP as eee on ae te i 

848 Fiji. . as Bs be ws = a oe is 
849 Bahamas .. Se she a ae ee «» 1914-1915 
850 Gibialtar .. are i ae aS aa ae 1914 
851 Sierra Leone we Bs as ae aS a 

852 Grenada .. a6 Ee es Aa “a .» 1914-1915 
853 Bermuda .. Se oe ne Se he o 1914 . 
854 Malta o. an as oh oe 2s +» 1914-1915 
855 Ceylon Sie Be: aoe ae a6 ye <i 1914 
856 Hong Kong eee Mee an a i 

857 Bechuanaland Protectorate bs oe +» 1914-1915 
858 Basutoland we ae we es a ak 35 

859 Gold Coast ae ae ie a “ad ave, 1914 
860 Jamaica .. ie As “ae a6. on «. 1914-1915 
861 Gambia .. aye rs a ne a 1914 


862 Straits Settlements oie ce ss 
863 Northern Territories of the Gold Coart 





Be es ” 

864 Ashanti .. Gi 46 é “ a ee 

865 Cyprus... we ee an ince +» 1914-1915 

866 Swaziland. . bes we aa o ae a 

867 Somaliland a me ec s oi ie Ass 

868 British Honduras. . of ns depots 1914 

869 British Solomon Islands oe ee nie +» 1914-1915 

870 Tongan Islands Protectorate .. oe ze f 35 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony, &e. Subject. 

719 Northern Nigeria .. eA BS poner Suey: 1907-8 and 
1908-9, 

80 Nyasaland .. oc Ne .. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

81 Southern Nigeria .. en +» Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

82 Imperial Institute. . bis .. Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

83 Southern Nigeria .. ans .. Mineral Survey, 1910. 

84 West Indies bss ie .. Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, &&. 

85 Southern Nigeria .. ss .. Mineral Survey, 1911. 

86 Southera Nigeria .. 5 .. Mineral Survey, 1912. 

87 Ceylon 4 . Ar -. Mineral Survey. 

88 Imperial Institute. Me .. Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 

89 Southern Nigeria .. an .» Mineral Survey, 1913. 


90 St. Vincent aa oe .. Roads and Land Settlement. 
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BRITISH GUIANA 


(For Report for 1913-14 see No. 833.) 


THE GOVERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Government House, 
Georgetown, Demerara, 
4th December, 1915. 


Sir, 

I nave the honour to transmit copies of the Blue Book of British 
Guiana for the year 1914-1915, together with the Report thereon 
prepared by Mr. G. D. Bayley, Assistant Government Secretary. 


I have, &c., 
Wa rer EGERTON. 


The Right Honourable : 
A. Bonar Law, M.P., 
&e., &e., &e. 


(C235) Wt.45316/1003 1125 & 90. 2.16. B.&F.Ltd. Gp. 11,2. a2 
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REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK FOR THE YEAR 1914-1915. 


FINANCIAL. 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


1. The revenue for the year was £586,598, showing a decrease of 
£22,035 as compared with the previous year. 


2. The expenditure for the year was £622,025, or £29,493 more 
than the previous year, and there was a deficit of £35,427. 


TAXATION. 


3. The following Ordinance was passed during the year :— 


Ordinance No. 24 of 1914, Section 2, to repeal 2 (a) of Ordinance 4 
of 1914 and extend to British possessions, parties to the Canada- 
West India Convention, or such as may become parties thereto, 
the benefits of the preferential rates of import duties on such of 
their products as are imported into the Colony direct from the 
country of origin. Section 3, to repeal item 54 of Ordinance No. 4 
of 1914 as regards the duty imposed on leaf tobacco contingent 
on the percentage of moisture contained therein. The change 
was effected to make the intention of the law on the point clearer. 
Section 4, to amend item 47 of the 8rd schedule of Ordinance 
No. 4 of 1914 by adding paper used for book-binding or book 
covers, and paper used for printing forms supplied to the 
Government, to the list of articles exempted from the payment 
of duty. 


4. The regulations governing the entry of goods under the British 
preferential tariff in British Guiana passed on 13th May and 
18th August, 1913, were repealed by further regulations passed on 
9th November, 1914, but not to go into effect until Ist January, 
1915. Section 4 of the amended regulations requires that all articles 
entitled to preference shall be accompanied by a certificate of origin, 
and further, that in order to substantiate the correctness of the 
particulars contained in the certificate, the importer shall produce at 
the request of the Comptroller of Customs in writing the railway bill 
of lading or a copy thereof duly certified by the Canadian Customs 
authorities, and section 10 requires that goods to be entitled to 
admission at the preferential rates shall be imported into British 
Guiana direct from the countries which are parties to the agreement, 
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an exception being made in the case of goods shipped from Canada 
vid the United States, to the effect that such goods shall not be deemed. 
to be affected by their passing through the United States as regards 
the question of direct consignment ; they are to be treated as having 
passed through the United States exclusively for the purposes of 
through transportation to the importers in British Guiana. Goods 
from Canada are not to remain in the United States for any purpose 
other than for purposes of transit. And reconsignment of Canadian 
goods from the United States is not to be deemed to be direct 
consignment. 


Pusiic Dest. 


5. The public debt of the Colony at 31st March, 1915, was £882,115, 
a decrease of £1,300 as compared with the previous year. Of this 
amount £812,115 represents sums borrowed for the construction of 
public works and for public purposes, the balance of £70,000 having 
been raised for immigration purposes and being repayable out of 
moneys received from the planters under the provisions of the 
Immigration Loan Ordinance, 1864. 


6. No loan has been issued during the year of report, but 3} per 
cent. bonds under Ordinance 7 of 1887 have been converted into 
4 per cent. bonds under Ordinance 19 of 1896 to the extent of £132,800, 
releasing an equivalent amount of investments made for the sinking 
fund established in respect of loans issued under Ordinance 7 of 1887. 
The amount so realised will become available for authorised loan 
purposes, thereby avoiding the expense to the Colony of raising a 
new loan in an unfavourable money market. 


7, On the 31st March last, the sum of £148,717 had been advanced 
on account of loan works, and the sum of £54,587 had also been 
advanced to the East Demerara Sea Defence Commissioners, pending 
the raising of authorised loans. 


8. The necessary provision for sinking fund and interest in respect 
of the Colony’s loans, exclusive of immigration, has been regularly 
made, and the sum of £241,624 stood at credit of sinking fund account 
on 31st March last. 


9. Taking the population at 309,938 souls, the public debt, exclusive 
of that portion of it raised for immigration purposes, amounts to 
£2 12s. 5d. per head of population. 


CURRENCY. 


10. Accounts are kept in dollars—the dollar being equal to 4s. 2d. 
The currency consists of British gold, silver, and bronze. There is 
little gold in circulation however. Notes are issued by the Royal 
Bank of Canada and Colonial Bank in denominations of $5, $20, 
and $100. 
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MUNICIPALITIES. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


11. The revenue and expenditure of the city of Georgetown and 
the town of New Amsterdam in the past year were as follows :— 


Georgetown. 


Revenue, £60,285. Expenditure, £59,491. 


New Amsterdam. 


Revenue, £12,462. Expenditure, £11,957. 


12. Revenue is derived principally from a 2 per cent. tax on the 
appraised valuation of all houses and lands in the city and the usual 
municipal and water rates. The towns are well laid out. They are 
lighted by electricity and provided with day and night telephone 
service. There is also an efficient electric tramway service in George- 
town controlled by a private company, with some 13 miles of lines in 
operation within the town, and an extension outside the town limits 
of four miles of line to Plantation Peter’s Hall. Georgetown has an 
efficient and well-equipped fire brigade. 


13. In New Amsterdam the municipality operates its own electricity 
works, producing and supplying light to about 200 consumers, including 
the Government institutions in the town and environs, and lighting 
the streets and municipal buildings. A light of 150 candle power 
burns nightly on the tower of the Town Hall as a guide to mariners 
to the entrance of the harbour. Revenue is derived from a 24 per 
cent. tax on the appraised valuation of the houses and lands in the 
town, from water supply, and electric light. The town properties are 
protected by a competent and well-disciplined fire brigade in 
conjunction with an excellent and reliable water service. 


14, The funded debt of Georgetown at the end of the year was 
£64,063, and that of New Amsterdam £10,359. 


15. At the close of the year there were 101 village and country 
districts under the control of the Local Government Board, ranging in 
importance from the small town with its 5,000 inhabitants to the 
hamlet with 100. They enjoy a liberal measure of self-government. 
Revenue is derived chiefly from a tax on the value of land and buildings 
—the revenue collected during the year was £13,202, against an 
expenditure of £12,683. Grants-in-aid or loans are from time to time 
made from general revenue to such of the villages as may need them. 
Provision for repayment is made regularly every year. 
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TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
Imports. 


16. The total value of the imports for the year 1914 (excluding 
transit trade) amounted to £1,596,985, being £14,445 less than the 
aggregate value of the imports of 1913. 


17. The items Textiles, Paper manufactures, Haberdashery, and 
Millinery and coin are mainly accountable for the decrease. 


The goods imported may be classified as follows :— 


1913. 1914. 
£ £ 

1. Food, Drink, and Tobacco .. we 566,596 589,453 
2. Raw materials and articles mainly unmanu- 

factured on a 95,976 196,073 
3. Articles wholly or mainly manufactured | 886,633 748,095 
4. Miscellaneous and unclassified ws fs 8,048 7,912 
5. Bullion and Specie .. Ms oa oe 54,177 55,452 


18. On and after the lst January, 1913, official import and export 
lists, compiled on models furnished by the Board of Trade, were 
brought into use with a view to securing greater uniformity in the 
keeping of the customs statistics throughout the British West Indies 
and British Guiana. The figures appearing in the above table for the 
years 1913 and 1914, represent the value of the total imports of all 
articles into the Colony and not merely the value of the imports 
entered for consumption as in the previous year. 


19. Under the group Food, Drink, and Tobacco, the imports of 
flour show an increase, 179,372 packages of flour having been entered 
for consumption during 1914 as against 161,852 packages in 1913, 
showing an increase of 17,520 bags or barrels. Shortly after the 
outbreak of hostilities large stocks of flour were held in the Colony. 
At the end of September there were considerable stocks on hand, as 
many as 23,133 packages being imported in that month, compared 
with a monthly average of 14,203 packages for the other 11 months 
of the year. 


20. The value of the imports of tobacco in 1914 amounted to 
£32,182, as against £30,398 in 1913, showing an increase of £1,784. 


21. The increase in the quantity of leaf tobacco cleared for 
consumption amounted to 25,202 Ibs., and the increase in value to £281. 
The removal early in 1913 of the restriction as regards the percentage 
of fat in leaf tobacco would appear to have had the effect of sending 
the imports up, with corresponding good results in revenue, as will be 
seen in the quantities duty-paid in 1912, 1913, and 1914, which were 
383,601 Ibs., 388,213 Ibs., and 414,521 Ibs. respectively. 


22. Increased importations of leaf tobacco can still be looked for in 
succeeding years, as 539,851 Ibs. were cleared for consumption in 
1907-1908. the last fiscal year before the imposition of the fat 
restriction. 
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23. The imcrease under raw materials and articles mainly 
unmanufactured is more apparent than real, having been caused 
chiefly by the regrouping of certain articles—viz., oils of all kinds. 


24. In Group 8 the principal decreases occurred under the heads of 
cotton manufactures, apparel, silk manufactures and wool manu- 
factures. There can be no doubt that these decreases are traceable 
directly to the War; the imports from Germany and Austria, which 
supplied in large quantities certain classes of these articles through 
the United Kingdom and other places, having been prohibited from 
the outbreak of hostilities. A large trade was also done between this 
Colony and Belgium and Holland in haberdashery and millinery, and 
paper manufactures, all of which show a great falling off, importations 
from these countries being restricted by the shortage of freight steamers, 
the high rise in rates of freight, and other unavoidable causes. 


25. The value of silver coin brought into the Colony was less than 
in 1913 by £20,152 18s., and the exports £37,500 below those of the 
preceding year. Importations have been unnecessary for local purposes, 
and exportation was prohibited by proclamation of His Excellency 
the Governor. 


Exports. 


26. The total value of the exports for the year ended 31st December, 
1914, was £2,623,064. This amount includes British and foreign goods 
re-exported and transhipped during the year, valued at £266,172. 
The value of the export trade was greater than the previous year’s 
transactions to the value of £409,935, or an increase of nearly 20 per 
cent. 


27. The table below shows the value of the exports (excluding 
transit trade) under the five classes into which they naturally fall :— 


1913. 1914. 
£ £ 

1. Food, Drink, and Tobacco .. ws .. 1,449,658 1,954,929 
2. Raw materials and articles mainly unmanu- 

factured Ae a on = a 238,701 180,032 
3. Articles wholly or mainly manufactured .. 79,874 49,045 
4, Miscellaneous and unclassified ey ff 660 480 
5. Bullion and Specie .. 4) bi Ps 341,502 269,469 


28. The principal articles responsible for the increase under Class 1 
are sugar, rum, coffee, and coconuts, the quantity of sugar sent out 
of the Colony during 1914 being 19,724 tons in excess of the 1913 
output, and the increase in value amounted to £472,153. The total 
quantity of sugar exported during the year was 107,138 tons, valued 
at £1,574,823, being the largest output for any year since 1909-1910, 
the year before the drought visitation ; of this quantity 52,191 tons 
went to Canada, 52,162 tons to the United Kingdom, and 2,735 tons 
to the United States. 
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29. The price of sugar from the beginning of the year until the 

outbreak of war was low, but with the commencement of hostilities 
prices advanced rapidly, and nearly all the available October—- 
December crop was sold to the British Government at the excellent 
price of £17 per ton. 
. 80. A large increase is shown in the exports of rum; the quantity 
exported exceeded that for 1913 by 228,743 proof gallons ; the value 
was £27,698 in excess. There was greater activity in the rum market 
in the United Kingdom particularly in the latter half of the year. 
The stoppage of the supplies of neutral spirit from Germany probably 
stimulated the demand for rum. Prices were well maintained during 
the year and therefore encouraged the distillers to distil more rum 
than usual. 


31. The exports of cofiee were very satisfactory. The total quantity 
exported amounted to 238,784 Ibs. of a value of £5,667. This is 
considerably more than double the quantity exported in 1913, and by 
far the largest amount sent abroad in one year since the coffee industry 
was re-vitalised about the year 1908. Prior to that year no coffee 
exports of any importance were made since the year 1846. 


32. A record was created in the exports of coconuts. The total 
quantity sent abroad during the year was 1,889,921 nuts of a value 
amounting to £6,359. Quite a large number of coconut trees have 
been planted in the Colony within the past seven years and the exports 
should continue to increase for some time to come, particularly if the 
coconut values which have ruled high in the world’s markets for the 
past year or two, are maintained. There were also increases in the 
exports of coconut oil and copra to the extent of 11,888 gallons and 
564 cwts. respectively. during 1914, as compared with the previous 
year. Most of the oil was exported to the British West Indies. 


33. There was a decrease in rice exports, the quantity sent abroad 
during the twelve months ended 31st December, 1914. being less than 
the previous year by 12,401 cwts. The exports amounted to 141,791 
ewts. and the value to £106,696, being 12,401 cwts. and a value of 
£3,459 less than £106,696 for the previous vear. 


34. The decrease in the exports of rice may be attributable to the 
fact that a prohibition was placed on its exportation shortly after 
the outbreak of war, which was, however, subsequently removed. 


35. The chief decreases under Class 2 occurred in the exports of 
balata, timber, and lumber. 


36. Balata exports show a substantial shrinkage when compared 
with the previous year. During 1913 the quantity of Colony-bled 
balata exported was 1,323,609-Ibs. of a value of £160,096, but the 
quantities sent to markets abroad during the year have fallen short 
of these figures by 300,858 Ibs. and £54,395 respectively. About 
90 per cent. of the balata exported from the Colony goes to the London 
market, and in this market Germany was a large purchaser. From 
the commencement of hostilities to the end of the year the balata 
market was completely disorganised, and in consequence considerable 
quantities of balata were stored in the Colony to await a chance of 
better prices in the Evropean markets. 
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37. Decreases occurred in the exports of timber and lumber to the 
extent of 224,693 cubic feet and 263,047 feet respectively, in quantity, 
and £18,290 and £1,900 in value. There was a lesser demand abroad 
for these articles during the year in consequence of the war, and 
therefore the exports from the Colony showed a shrinkage. In 1913, 
105,056 cubic feet of greenheart timber was exported to Holland as 
against 13,996 cubic feet in the year under review. 


38. The increase in the exports of diamonds was 627 carats, valued 
_at £1,017. There has been no demand for diamonds since the 
commencement of the war, and but for this fact the output would - 
have been greater. 


39. Under Class 3 the value of the exports of cattle foods for the 
year was £16,574 less than that of the preceding trade period. 


40. Molasses exports decreased by 35,502 gallons when compared 
with the previous year, and molascuit also decreased by 4,433 tons. 
These decreases are explained by the increased production of rum in 
consequence of the better prices which the article has obtained since 
the outbreak of war, the making of rum being more profitable under 
the circumstances than the shipping of molasses or the manufacture 
of molascuit. 


41. The decrease in the exports shown under Class 4 is due to the 
revised method of keeping the statistics introduced in the year under 
review. 

42, The value of colonial produce exported in each of the last five 
years is as follows :— 


£ 
1910-1911 oo 2 .. 1,628,105 
AGED Moy < vi .. 1,850,733 
O12. oe ee, .. 1,576,988 
1913. Bes ie .. 1,992,884 
19l4.. Ss oA .. 2,856,892 


Direction oF TRADE. 


43. The following table shows the trend of the aggregate trade of 
the Colony for 1914 :— 
Aggregate 
Imports. Exports. trade. 
percent. percent. percent. 


United Kingdom ao ee .. 52°09 60°63 57°40 
Dominion of Canada . . se .. 12°35 25°49 20°52 
Other British Possessions .. ae 5:05 4-98 5-01 
United States of America .. .. 23°72 3°12 10°91 
Other Foreign Countries... s: 619 5-78 616 


44, The United Kingdom appropriated a larger portion of the 
aggregate trade of the Colony in 1914, as compared with 1913, by 
6°18 per cent., which was mainly due to increased exports of sugar and 
rum to that country. 
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45. Canada further increased her hold on the import trade of the 
Colony, the value of the imports from that country being 12°35 per 
cent. in 1914, against 8°57 per cent. in 1913, and 6°59 per cent. in 1912, 
chiefly as a result of the Canada-West Indies Reciprocity Agreement 
which gives Canadian flour a preference on importation of 25 cents 
per barrel of 196 Ibs. In 1912 the percentage of Canadian flour to 
the total imports of that article was 29:00, in 1913 it was 51°59, and 
1914, 75°32 per cent. The percentage of imports of American flour 
for the same periods was 68°25, 47-99, and 24°65. 


46. The value of exports to Canada during 1914 shows a decrease 
of 10°84 per cent. of the total export trade, causing a decrease in the 
aggregate trade of 3°71 per cent. as compared with 1913. The 
decrease in the export trade may be regarded as momentary since 
shipments of sugar to Canada in 1914 were greatly curtailed owing 
to the war, and the great demand for sugar in the United Kingdom. 


47. There was a slight increase in the import trade with the United 
States in 1914 of 1:05 per cent. and a decrease of 62 per cent. in the 
export and transit trade, resulting in a decrease of 1-08 per cent. in 
the aggregate trade done with that country. 


AGRICULTURE. 


48. The sugar crop of the Colony was an average one. As the crops 
of 1912 and 1913 had been adversely affected by the prolonged droughts 
of 1911 and 1912, it was expected that the 1914 crop would be larger 
than that of either of the two preceding years. The total export for 
the year was 107,138 tons, an increase of 19,724 tons over that of 1913, 
and of 29,350 tons over that of 1912. The total export of rum was 
3,489,729 proof gallons, a slight increase over that of the previous 
year. The exports of molasses and molascuit showed a decrease, 
83,197 gallons and 2,427 tons respectively being exported as against 
118,699 gallons and 6,860 tons in 1913. 


49. The returns submitted by sugar estates in the Colony show that 
in 1914 more than four-fifths of the total area under sugar cane was 
planted in varieties other than the Bourbon. Of the area cultivated 
in these varieties 85 per cent. was under canes raised from seed in this 
Colony while about 14 per cent. was occupied by varieties imported 
from Barbados. 


Sugsiprary AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES. 
Rice. 


50. The area under rice amounted to 47,037 acres, yielding 66,268 
tons of paddy last year. Attention is being given to cultivation and 
reaping of rice by mechanical means, and this method has passed 
successfully through its experimental stage. The rice grown is of 
excellent quality ; 7,089 tons of rice and 240 tons of rice-meal were 
exported during the year 1914. The very keen demand amongst 
planters of rice for the specially selected seed paddy produced at the 
experimental fields of the Board of Agriculture continued during this 
year. Very large areas of the front lands of the Colony undoubtedly 
are pre-eminently suitable for the cultivation of rice. 
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Cacao. 


51. The acreage under cacao showed a slight increase, being now 
2,454 acres. The export of cacao decreased from 800 cwts. in 1913 
to 445 ewts. this year. A very large proportion of the cacao produced 
is, however, used locally either in the preparation of chocolate or of 
sweets, etc. There is an extensive belt of land in the Colony well 


suited for cacao. 
Rubber. 


52. The planting of Para rubber continues to slowly increase. It is 
estimated that nearly 5,000 acres are now planted with Para rubber 
in the Colony. There was little demand during the year for Para 
rubber plants, and only 23,000 have been sold by the Department of 
Science and Agriculture. 


It is now clearly proved that the Para rubber tree will grow well on 
suitable lands in the Colony. Tapping operations are only being 
conducted on a very small scale as the majority of the trees in the 
planted area are young. The initial tappings of five-year old trees 
show that the yields of dry rubber per tree compare very favourably 
with the results obtained in the Straits Settlements, Malaya, and 
Ceylon. It is expected that in 1916 tapping operations will be 
commenced on an appreciable scale. 


Tapping experiments carried out at the several experimental stations 
established by the Government have given very satisfactory results 
both as regards the yield of the trees and the cost of collecting the 


rubber. 
Coffee. 


53. The area reported to be under coffee was 4,326 acres. Of this 
2,054 acres are situated in the Canal Polder area of West Demerara. 
The export of coffee during the year amounted to 2,132 cwts. as com- 
pared with 798 cwts. in 1913. 


Coconuts. 


54, Coconuts are planted on 15,894 acres of land, the acreage last 
year being 14,200. The export of nuts increased from 876 to 1,889 
thousands, whilst, in addition, 1,690 cwts. of copra were exported. 
By far the greater number of the nuts grown are used locally for the 
manufacture of oil. There is a very wide area of land suitable for the 
planting of coconuts, on parts of which extension of such planting is 
being actively carried on. Under proper cultivation and drainage 
the yearly crop will be very largely increased in the near future. 


Limes. 


55. The cultivation of limes is not increasing ; 690 acres are now 
occupied by this product. The erection of machinery at Plantation 
Providence, Berbice, and at Plantation Agatash, Essequebo, for the 
production of citrate of lime is giving this promising industry a much 
desired impetus. Over 11,000 Ibs. of citrate were exported, its value 
being £1,166. 
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Cattle. 


56. There are large areas of land suitable for the raising of cattle. 
The number in the Colony is estimated at 89,500, including 9,000 on 
the savannah region, but it is certain that this estimate is far below 
the actual figure. The value of 1,145 cattle exported was £8,000. 
Horses are returned at 1,010; sheep at 19,700; goats at 14,800; 
swine at 11,000; and donkeys at 6,000. 


MANUFACTURES. 


57. Sugar, rum, molasses, molascuit, rice, and rice-meal are the 
principal articles of manufacture exported. A certain quantity of 
leather and cacao is prepared for local consumption. Matches are 
made, and there is a large and well-equipped ice factory with cold 
storage accommodation. 


One of the three iron-work foundries has good accommodation for 
the docking and repairing of steamers of small size. There is also a 
Government dry dock, 160 feet long and 35 feet wide, in course of 
construction. 


There are two well-equipped factories in Georgetown which manu- 
facture boots and shoes of all descriptions for the local market. The 
larger is capable of turning out between 2,000 to 3,000 pairs per week, 
while the smaller can handle 500 pairs. Both establishments manu- 
facture strong and serviceable footwear, which finds a ready sale 
with the great bulk of the people. The prices charged are very 
reasonable. 


FisHERIES. 


58. There is room for considerable development in several directions, 
especially in sea fishing, curing with the aid of ice, and smoking. 
A fair supply of sea fish is generally kept at the ice depét, but ice is 
not generally used. In early times smoked or barbecued paku was 
got from the north-west in large quantities, but is now rarely seen. 
Salt cod, herrings,and mackerel are imported in quantity, but no 
Colony fishes are cured. Fresh-water fishes are obtainable in the 
markets, but not to the extent desired; in fact, the supply is 
precarious. Rarely cana particular kind be got to order. The angler 
may enjoy good sport with tarpon or cuffum as well as several other 
fish that are more grateful to the palate. The river fishing in the 
interior is exceptionally good. Fish glue or isinglass from the gilbaker 
was exported to the amount of 11,861 Ibs., value £786 17s. 6d. 


MINEs. 


59. Gold—This industry was little affected by the European war 
which began in August 1914; there was a temporary stoppage in the 
shipment of gold from the Colony but matters soon returned to the 
normal with an increase in shipping charges and War Rate Insurance. 
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60. Sixty-four thousand nine hundred and eighty-two ounces of 
gold, the bulk obtained from placer washing, passed through the 
Department of Lands and Mines for the year, a decrease in the pro- 
duction of 1913-1914 of 17,724 ozs. This decrease was due to the 
desertion by the Pigeon Island placers of the Cuyuni River, which 
had attracted such a large number of diggers the previous year and 
from which source the yield decreased from 38,967 ozs. in 1913-1914 
to 11,028 ozs. in 1914-1915. There was an increase of 12,392 ozs. in 
the production from the Kaburi Fields in the Mazaruni River. 


61. The mill at the Peters Mine, Puruni River, was put about for a 
few days in March 1915 by the representative of a prospective pur- 
chasing company and 108} ozs. of gold cleaned up which, however, 
was not brought down to Georgetown until after the close of this 
financial year. The Aremu Mine, Cuyuni River, and the Barima Mine 
in the Arakaka Creek on the right bank of the river, from which it 
takes its name remained closed down throughout the year. 


62. Dredging operations were continued by the Guiana Gold Com- 
pany in the Konawaruk Creek and by the Minnehaha Development 
Company in the Minnehaha and Mahdia Creeks in the Potaro district. 
The former operated four bucket dredges and produced 8,170 ozs. 
bullion, and the latter Company operated two dredges of a similar 
type and produced 4,438 ozs., a considerable increase on their last 
year’s production. 


No hydraulicking work was done. 


63. Diamonds.—This industry was affected in the latter part of the 
year, most adversely by the war as the European market for diamonds 
ceased and there was in consequence no sale for the stones. The 
workings in the Mazaruni River had opened very briskly in April and 
good returns were obtained up to the time the adverse market con- 
ditions arose, but thereafter the larger Companies operating stopped 
work. The output, notwithstanding, was 100,522 stones, weighing 
13,7164 carats, being an increase of 2,597 carats on the production in 
1913-1914, and the largest production in one year. The stones average 
7°32 to the carat and are an improvement in size on those won the 
previous year. 


64. Bauwite.—Prospecting for this mineral was carried on in the 
upper Demerara River and deposits located and quarrying titles 
applied for which were still under consideration by the Government 
at the close of the year. 


65. Mineral Oil.—Several Exploration Licences were issued but no 
work of a prospecting nature undertaken by the licensees, due to the 
difficulty in interesting capitalists owing to the financial stress 
resulting from the war, hence no discovery of oil was made. 


66. The Mining Regulations were amended as from the 1st January, 
1915. By these amendments the registration of mining labourers 
now has to be done by the Lands and Mines Department instead of 
the Institute of Mines and Forests and an increased rental and an 
alluvial working fee placed on diamond claims. 
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Crown Lanps anp Forests. 


67. Grants for agricultural purposes and 43 homesteads with an 
aggregate area of 1,099 English acres were issued during the year. 
Several leases for ninety-nine years, which is the form of title that will 
in the future be issued, were in addition applied for but not completed 
owing to the form of lease not having been definitely settled by the 
Government. Inspections by officers of the Lands and Mines Depart- 
ment, of tracts held under title from the Crown of less than 10 years 
duration, elicited the information that 6,388°65 English acres were 
under mixed cultivation. 


68. The cultivation of Para rubber (Hevea braziliensis) was success- 
fully continued at the Hills Estate, Mazaruni River, at Aliki on the 
Essequebo River and at the David Young’s property now owned by 
the Consolidated Company and at Koriabo on the Aruka River. The 
growth and healthiness of the trees continued satisfactory. 


69. The balata industry suffered severely from the effects of the war 
as there was no market for several months for this commodity. 
Bleeding operations were brought to a standstill in November 1914, 
but commenced again in February 1915 on the market showing 
signs of improvement. 


One million, one hundred and forty-eight thousand, two hundred 
and ninety-five pounds of balata were exported by licencees during 
the year and 19,559 Ibs. collected by Aboriginal Indians from off the 
Indian reservations and disposed of on their behalf by the Commissioner 
of Landsand Mines. The royalty collected on balata was £5,285 4s. 64d, 





70. Wood-cutting licences covering an area of 243,652-71 acres were 
issued and/or renewed during the year. 


One hundred and seventy-six thousand, six hundred and sixty-eight 
cubic feet of timber of all kinds and 7,289,125 lbs. of charcoal were 
exported during the year. The royalty paid on articles from wood- 
cutting tracts was £2,561 19s. 84d. 


71. The Abary Plantation Company, Limited, continued the planting 
of rice on their tracts on the right bank Abary River, but owing to 
adverse weather conditions their efforts were not attended with as 
successful results as in previous years. 


72. The grazing of cattle on the Rupununi Savannahs and by the 
Abary Cattle Ranch Company, Limited, on their tracts of leased land 
on the right bank of the Abary River was continued and the natural 
increase and the health of the stock were satisfactory. 


73. New Crown Lands Regulations came into force on the 26th 
January, 1915, which provided for an increase on the royalty on 
timber and of the collection of extra royalty on charcoal when exported, 
both of which articles are well able to bear the increased charges. The 
registration of balata labourers was also brought under the Lands and 
Mines Department instead of being done by the Institute of Mines 
and Forests as hitherto. 
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SHIPPING. 


74, There was an increase in the number of vessels which entered 
and cleared at the various ports in the Colony during the year; 4,435 
vessels with an aggregate of 1,039,582 tons, entered and cleared during 
1914, as against 4,410 vessels with an aggregate of 921,385 tons in 1913. 


75. The following table shows the nationality, number, description, 
and tonnage of the vessels which entered at the various custom houses 
of the Colony together with the percentage tonnage of each nationality 
to the total tonnage :— 



































\ 
Entered. 
Ss Per- 
centage 
. ‘ Steam Sailing | 1 of 
Nationality. Vessels. Vessels. | Total. | total 
| tonnage 
Fai | entered. 
No. | Tons. | No. | Tons.| No. | Tons. : 
{ | 1 1 = 
British a ..| 206 (346,196 | 269 10,764) 475|356,960| 68°59 
American es Ys 1) 1,292 3} 1,296 4| 2,588 *50 
French te ..| 84 | 24,0388; — | — | 84} 24,038 4°62 
Dutch ee «-| 817 | 78,441 30/ 1,699] 347] 80,140) 15°40 
Norwegian .. .-| 86 | 22,330; — = 36| 22,330 4°29 
Swedish hh as 2); 2,584) — | — 2! 2,584) *50 
Danish 1...) 18} 24107] — | — | 15] 24107; 4-63 
German ne eae 2 3,336| — | — 2! 3,336! 64 
Russian =... =.) — | — | 8! 2,808] 8] 2,808 “54 
Venezuelan .. rd ne 1,525 |1,336 1,525 | "29 
Total .. «+ 613 502,324 1,646 |18,092 |2,259 |520,416 | 100-00 








76. Outward bound there was a total tonnage of steam vessels of 
502,012 tons, against 443,555 tons in the previous year. Of sailing 
ships, 1,550, with an aggregate tonnage of 17,154, cleared against 1,659, 
aggregating 18,858 tons, in 1913. 





LEGISLATION. 


77. During the year 33 Ordinances were passed, two being in the 
nature of private Ordinances, the rest being public general Ordinances. 


Bank Notes (No. 1).—This Ordinance is to provide a general banking 
law for the Colony and to regulate the issue of bank notes by banking 
corporations or companies. Under the Ordinance the right of issuing 
notes will be confined to existing banks authorised by Ordinance and 
to such banking companies or corporations as deposit security at par 
value for the amount issued. Notes must be of a minimum value of 
five dollars. The right of the Government to issue notes is not 
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interfered with. The Ordinance also enables the Royal Bank of Canada 
to issue notes on the same terms as the British Guiana Bank has 
hitherto done, subject to the matter being reconsidered after 10 years. 
As the Royal Bank of Canada has purchased the assets of the British 
Guiana Bank, the Ordinance provides for the repeal of the special 
Ordinance of the latter bank as from a date to be proclaimed by the 
Governor. It is probable that a further Ordinance will be advisable 
to regulate the terms on which bank notes in the Colony must be 
redeemed. 


Co-operative Credit Banks (No. 9).—This Ordinance is to provide 
for the granting of State-aid to co-operative credit banks and for the 
proper supervision of the same by a central committee. The end 
aimed at is the promotion of thrift and united action among the 
agricultural population of the Colony and the furtherance of 
agricultural prosperity. _ 


Foodstuffs (No. 22).—This Ordinance—an extraordinary one 
necessitated by extraordinary conditions, namely a state of war within 
the Empire—contains very stringent provisions as to the fixing of the 
price of food stuffs and supplies machinery for seeing that such prices 
are adhered to or not exceeded. 


Trading with the Enemy (No. 26).—This Ordinance enacts for the 
Colony of British Guiana the provisions of the Trading with the Enemy 
Act, 1914, which received the sanction of His Majesty on the 18th 
September last, and which applies to the United Kingdom. The 
offence of trading with the enemy is now defined for the first time as a 
misdemeanour and much milder penalties than those imposed by the 
English Act of 1794, which expired in 1802 are prescribed. 


Trade Mark (No. 27).—This Ordinance adopts the Trade Marks Act, 
1905, of the Imperial Parliament, as there is at present no provision 
for the registration of trade marks in the Colony although trade marks 
registered in England are protected. 


The most important feature of the year from the legal point of view 
was the appointment of a Statute Law Committee, with the Attorney- 
General as chairman, to carry into effect the recommendations of the 
Common Law Commission in regard to the abolition of Roman Dutch 
law in favour of English law and to recommend the English Statutes 
which should be adopted to effectuate the change. 


The committee presented a unanimous report in July, 1915 and 
the scheme is now being dealt with by the Government. 





EDUCATION. 


78. The Primary Education Code based on the system of grants- 
in-aid for each child who passes in writing and arithmetic and sewing ; 
in all the other subjects namely geography practical work in gardens, 
elementary hygiene, nature knowledge, singing, and drill, the pupils 
are examined by some of them being selected by the Inspector from 
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one or more classes or standards. These grants vary between 10d. 
and 4s. 2d. per head; there is also an attendance grant of 12s. 6d. 
for every 30 children presented for examination. Nine-tenths of the 
total grant earned must be paid to the teachers and assistant teachers, 
and those holding certificates are entitled, when in charge of a school, 
to pay at the rate of £50, £37 10s., or £20 per annum, according as 
they hold a first, second, or third class certificate. In the code for 
1914 drawing and manual occupations for all standards were added 
to the subjects of instruction, history for standards IV and VI, care 
and management of infants for girls above 11 years of age. The 
‘question of the training of teachers has proved to be of considerable 
difficulty, but there is every reason to hope that, in lieu of a local 
training college, the decision arrived at to send every year six students 
(three males and three females) selected by competitive examination 
from the pupil teachers to the Mico and Shortwood Training Colleges 
in Jamaica, respectively, will prove to be entirely satisfactory. Three 
batches of students, having completed their two years’ course at these 
colleges, have returned to the Colony, the first in April, 1918, the 
second in January, 1914, and the third in January. 1915. With two 
exceptions all of these students have been awarded certificates and 
are employed in aided schools. 





79. The expenditure in grants-in-aid during the year was £31,871, 
and this sum was distributed among 228 schools, with an average 
daily attendance of 3,072, the number on the books being 36,820. 


80. British Guiana is essentially an agricultural country, and the 
importance of sound agricultural training for its growth can hardly 
be over-estimated. There is a system of model gardens in the various 
districts of the Colony, under the direction and control of the Director 
of Science and Agriculture, and a good number of the Primary Schools 
have gardens attached to them. Something more is, however, wanted, 
and the combined Court have approved of the establishment of an 
Agricultural School in the Colony on the same lines and principles as 
those on which such schools have been established by the Imperial 
Department of Agriculture in Dominica, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent. 


81. Secondary education is provided for, in the case of girls, mainly 
by private enterprise. Boys are provided for at Queen’s College, 
which is maintained by Government, and at two or three private 
schools. The staff at Queen’s College is mainly recruited from 
graduates in honours of Oxford or Cambridge. The Science Depart- 
ment is in charge of the Director of Science and Agriculture, with an 
Assistant Demonstrator. 


82. There is a system of scholarships under which pupils from the 
primary schools can pass on to the secondary schools; these scholar- 
ships are open to both boys and girls. A Guiana scholarship of the 
value of £600 and extending over three, four, or five years, is awarded 
every year on the result of an examination by the Cambridge Syndicate. 


83. Georgetown is a centre for the Cambridge Local Examinations 
and those of the College of Preceptors. The matriculation and other 
ordinary degree examinations of the University of London may also 
be taken in the Colony. 


BRITISH GUIANA, 1914-15. 19 


84. Out of 194 candidates examined from the Colony at the last 
Cambridge Local Examination, 111 passed. 


85. The honours and distinctions gained were 30 and 23 respectively. 


InpustRiaL AND AGRICULTURAL SCHOOLS. 


86. The instruction and training of vagrant boys and youthful male 
offenders is provided for by the Government Industrial School 
Ordinance No. 8 of 1907. The Government Industrial School at 
Onderneeming, which is governed by the Ordinance, has accommodation 
for 160 boys. The number of inmates on the 31st March, 1915, was 
114, while the daily average during the year was 111-9. The net cost 
per head was £15 8s. 11d. 


87. The large majority of inmates are trained in agriculture, the 
institution being worked as a farm school and possessing 100 acres 
of land in cultivation with coffee, cacao, rubber, limes, nutmeg and 
fruit trees. A small number of the boys are also trained as carpenters, 
tailors, and bakers. 





GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


88. The hospitals and asylums of the Colony were maintained during 
the year in their usual efficient condition. The total expenditure on 
the Medical Department, including the Bacteriological Department, 
Quarantine Services, vaccination, and medical examinations under 
the Coroners Ordinance, was £68,543. Of this, £40,659 were for 
salaries, including the salaries of the dispensers attached to the various 
prisons, the Industrial School at Onderneeming, and the Alms House. 


89. There are five public hospitals in the principal centres of 
population and the outlying districts are served by dispensary hospitals 
and dispensaries. The immigration law also requires the maintenance 
of hospitals on every plantation on which there are indentured East 
Indian labourers, and those institutions are available for the treatment 
of emergency and pauper cases from the general community. 


90. There were 529 patients in the public hospitals at the beginning 
of the year and 11,692 were admitted during the year. The daily 
average was 484. There were 1,431 deaths. In addition to those 
admitted to hospital, out-door treatment was given to 39,357 persons, 


91. The daily average of inmates in the Lunatic Asylum was 770. 
Of this 466 were males and 304 females; 77 were discharged cured 
and 65 died. 


92. At the Leper Asylum there were 383 patients when the year 
began, 263 males and 120 females. During the year 88 were admitted. 


Poor Hovse. 


93. There is only one Poor House for the Colony and this is situated 
in Georgetown. The daily average number of inmates during the 
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year was 735, against 775 in the previous year ; £8,245 were expended 
in maintenance and there was in addition an outlay of £5,640 on 
outdoor relief. Included in this category were some 50 school children 
who were given a meal each daily. 


Posr Orrice Savines Bank. . 


94. There is only one Savings Bank under Government control, 
managed by the Post Office. 


95. The Post Office conducted savings bank business at 49 offices. 
The amount at credit of depositors on 31st December, 1914, was 
£227,409 (inclusive of £413 due to depositors for unclaimed balances), 
or £19,379 less than in 1913. The number of accounts decreased from 
30,236 to 30,216. Against the amount due to depositors, investments 
to the value of £248,185 were held, the market value of which on 
31st December, 1914, had depreciated, however, to the extent of 
£29,750. Of the total on deposit, East Indians (indentured and 
unindentured) were responsible for £104,714; Portuguese, £21,450 ; 
Chinese, £3,950; and others, £96,881. 





JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


96. There were 3,616 persons committed to prison during the year, 
being 526 less than in the previous year ; of the total 3,141 were males 
and 475 females. For purpose of penal imprisonment 3,184 persons 
were received into the prisons, as against 3,228 in 1913-1914. The 
daily average in prison was 485-64, as compared with 453-03 in 1913- 
1914. The total number in custody on 3lst March, 1915, was 491, 
as against 489 in the preceding vear. 


97. There were two deaths among prisoners during the year; 
18 were subject to corporal punishment, and there was one execution. 


98. The total expenditure for the prison administration was 
£12,708 12s. 64d. 


CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


99. The criminal statistical return this year shows a decrease of 
322 cases less than the number reported last vear. 


The principal heads of decrease are :-— 


Offences against the person. 
Unlawful possession. 
Disorderly conduct. 
Vagrancy. 

Minor offences. 
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100. There was a large increase of praedial larceny, 173 cases being 
reported as against 63 cases in 1913-1914. 


101. As the result of a crusade against the humanity of owners 
and drivers, there were 74 more cases for cruelty to animals than in 
the previous year. 


102. There was also an increase in “ Larceny and similar offences,” 
but the value of the property involved showed a large decrease. 


103. The number of persons prosecuted by the Detective Department 
shows a large increase over previous years, the figures being as follows:— 


Year. Prosecuted. Convicted. Acquitted. Withdrawn. 
1911-1912 re 220 133 35. 52 
1912-1913 be 259 179 39 41 
1913-1914. 311 206 50 55 
1914-1915, 436 336 56 44 


104. There was no “ hooliganism” during the year. 





VITAL STATISTICS. 


105. The birth and death rates appearing on this report have been 
calculated on the Registrar General’s estimate of population of the 
Colony at 31st December, 1914, which was 309,938, or 161,417 males 
and 148,521 females. 


106. There were 10,662 births registered during the year or 147 
more than in 1913, when there were 10,515 births registered. 

107. The birth-rate was 34-4 per 1,000 of the estimated population 
for 1914, as compared with 34°6 per 1,000 for 1913, and 33:1 in the 
year previous. The mean rate for the previous five years was 30°7 
per 1,000. 


108. The birth-rate per 1,000 of the estimated population of each 
of the several races representing the community is as follows :— 


Races. 
Europeans other than Portuguese 12°8\ 93.3 
Portuguese .. os e 7 6 BRP 
East Indians Me 05 a .. 352 
Chinese - a #8 i .. 310 
Blacks a is a! Re L837 
Mixed Races Be ? .. 35:0 


109. Of the births registered 4,250 or 39-9 per cent. were legitimate, 
and 6,412 or 60'1 per cent. illegitimate. 


110. The deaths registered were 7,586 or 216 more than in the 
previous year, when 7,370 or 1,357 less than in 1912 were registered. 
The death-rate was 24°5 per 1,000 of the estimated population as 
against 24-2, the death-rate in 1913, and 29-2 that in 1912. The mean 
rate for the previous five years was 30-0 per 1,000. 
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111. The death-rate per 1,000 of the estimated population of each 
of the various races is as follows :— 


Races. 
Europeans other than Portuguese .. «122 | 28:3 
Portuguese .. an ie Ds .. «346 
East Indians nh by re 2. 253 
Chinese Ra ae oe .. 286 
Blacks a an “8 es .. 326 
Mixed Races Se 20°9 


112. Infantile Mortality.—The number of deaths of children under 
one year of age has shown a further slight decrease this year, the 
figures being 1,811 deaths, or 170 per 1,000 births, for 1914, as compared 
with 1,885, or 179 per 1,000 births. for 1913, and 1,879, or 190 per 1,000 
births, for 1912. 


113. The mean rate for the previous five years was 205 per 1,000 
births. 


114. The following table shows the proportions of the deaths of the 
children under one year of age of each race to every 1,000 births of 
each such race for the year under review :— 


Races. 
Europeans other than Portuguese Ne 60 | 206 
Portuguese .. e ‘3 a he 232 j 
East Indians i a #3 is 168 
Chinese = a ae ee, a 116 
Blacks As Se hes XS a 180 
Mixed Races ie An es * 145 


Pusiic Heatru. 


115. The six principal causes of death throughout the Colony during 
the past five years are given by the Registrar General of Births and 
Deaths as follows :— 


Malarial and other fevers, 16-4 per cent. ; bronchitis and pneumonia, 
12-6 per cent. ; bowel complaints (including dysentery, diarrhoea, and 
enteritis), 11°3 per cent. ; kidney diseases, 8:2 per cent. ; phthisis and 
other forms of tuberculosis, 6°9 per cent. ; and diseases of early infancy 
(including infantile debility, icterus, and sclerema), 7-2 per cent. 


116. Enteric fever is a notifiable disease. During 1914, 262 cases 
were notified, with 100 deaths. 


117, Anti-malaria and anti-mosquito measures are being generally 
and gradually enforced, with visible signs of success. In 1906-1907, 
33,748 cases of malarial fever were treated in the sugar estates’ 
hospitals ; at the end of 1914-1915 the numbers have fallen to 8,421. 
Quinine has been for some years sold at all Post Offices to the general 
public at cost price. It is also distributed at the sugar estates free to 
their labourers. Prisoners, members of the police force, the inmates 
of the industrial school at Onderneeming and the orphan asylum, and 
the attendants at the public institutions are also supplied by the 
Colony with free quinine. Administration of quinine to school children 
is now adopted in 106 schools out of 227. 
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118. Ankylostomiasis, which has engaged the attention of the 
Medical Department for several years, has considerably decreased on 
the sugar estates; this is attributed to improved sanitary measures 
and the erection of latrines. The International Health Commission, 
Rockefeller Foundation, has carried out an active campaign against 
this disease in the villages. 





POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICE. 


119. The revenue collected by the Post Office was £32,147, as 
against £33,659 in the previous year. The number of articles posted 
is estimated at 417,378 less than in 1913-1914; 389,506 less letters 
were dealt with, postcards were less by 15,314, and printed matter 
12,558 less. 


120. The business done in inland money orders shows a slight 
decrease. The orders dealt with number 73,352, of the value of 
£110,734, as against 74,641, of the value of £117,076, in the previous 
year. 


121. Foreign money orders were issued to the value of £21,338, 
while orders were cashed to the extent of £15,940. British postal orders 
were sold to the value of £3,682 and local orders £7,451. 


122. The inland and foreign parcel post services show an increase 
in the former and a decrease in the latter on the previous vear, the 
parcels handled being 15,816 and 15,306, as against 15,362 and 18,833, 
respectively, in 1912-1913, 


123. The number of local telegrams received for transmission was 
67,768, against 69,545 in the previous year. : 





OCEAN COMMUNICATION. 


124. A contract has been entered into between the Imperial . 
Government and the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company for a fort- 
nightly mail service with the West Indies. For the conveyance of 
mails by this service the Colony pays £3,000 per annum. 


125. Under a contract between British Guiana and certain of the 
West Indian Islands and the Royal Mail Company, a regular fortnightly 
connexion with the service referred to in the preceding paragraph is 
maintained. The Colony’s share of the subsidv for this service is 
£5,000 per annum. 
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126. Mails are also received and despatched by boats of the 
Compagnie Générale Transatlantique, the Koninklikje West Indische 
Mail Dienst, the East Asiatic Company, the Quebec Steamship 
Company, Direct Line, London, Liverpool Line, Dutch Government 
boats, Sproston’s Surinam Service, the Trinidad Shipping and Trading 
Company, Limited, Seeberg Line, and Royal Mail Steam Packet 
Company—Canadian Service. 


MILITARY FORCES. 


127. The police force is recruited from the general population 
and officered by Europeans. “A” and “B” Companies of the 
Volunteers were disbanded in 1914 and the Ist and 2nd Infantry 
Companies of the Militia replaced them. Contingents from the police 
and artillery and infantry companies of Militia proceeded to England 
to join the West Indian Contingent for the war. 


128. The expenditure on the Militia amounted to £4,173 16s. 4d., 
besides which there was a special war expenditure of £9,276 Us. 10d. 


IMMIGRATION. 


129. The number of East Indian immigrants introduced during the 
year was 807 souls, equal to 752 adults, being 535 souls less than the 
number in the previous year, the decrease being due to the temporary 
stoppage of immigration owing to the war. 


130. The Commissioners appointed in 1913 by the Indian Govern- 
ment to inspect and report on the condition of East Indian immigrants 
in this and other Colonies completed their tour of inspection at the 
end of the year. The full report of their proceedings has now been 
received and is being considered. 


131. The number who returned to India was 742 souls, equal to 
. 690 adults. The savings remitted by them amounted to £9,245 and 
the estimated value of the jewellery they took with them was £1,540. 


132. There were some 16,203 cattle owned by East Indians on 
estates, besides 4,066 sheep and goats. The value of the real property 
owned by them is returned at £215,699, of which £13,628 worth passed 
into their hands during the year of report. The property acquired 
by Chinese immigrants during the same period was £6,236. 
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CLIMATE. 


133. The total rainfall for the calendar year 1914 at the Botanic 
xarcens, Georgetown, was 69°49 inches. 


134. The rainfall during the last seven years has been as follows :— 


Inches. 
i908. , i a oe ape ae 89°74 
1909. ee nts hs ae .. 107-95 
1910 |. 2 ra rae a .. 101-46 
li... ss - Ae Ns nee. BUSS 
Tol? 5 = a a a .. 69°87 
1913 .. se ae a ade a4 90°42 
TOTS is ahs ae a at ae 69°49 


135. Baromeler.—The mean pressure for the year at 7 a.m. was 
29-962 inches, at 1 p.m. 29-943, and at 6 p.m. 29-926, the mean of the 
three readings being 29-944. 


136. Temperaiure.—The average maximum temperature in the 
shade was 85:0 deg. Fahr., and the average minimum was 75:1 deg. 
Fahr. The absolute maximum shade temperature recorded was 
89-0 deg. Fahr. on October 18th and 25th, and the absolute minimum 
shade temperature 70-0 deg. Fahy. on January 24th and 28th. The 
mean shade temperature for the year was 80-0 deg. Fahr. The mean 
maximum in the sun was 147-4 deg. Fahr., whilst the highest tempera- 
ture in the sun 161:0 deg. Fahr. was on January 16th and the lowest 
on grass at night was 67°0 deg. Fahr. on January 24th. 


137. Sunshine-—The tctal amount of bright sunshine that was 
recorded during the year was 2,655°6 hours, being 252 hours more than 
the previous year and 283°8 hours more than the average. 


GOVERNMENT STEAMER SERVICE. 


138. The following services which, until June Ist, 1914, had been 
performed by contractors, receiving a subsidy from Government of 
£7,708 6s. 8d., are now maintained by a fleet of six Government 
steamers :— 


From Parika to Suddie —daily except Sundays—23? Nautical miles. 
»;  Parika to Bartika— ., » 36 ” ” 
»  Parika to Leguan— ,, including » —— Bf , Pe 

Demerara River Ferry 
(Georgetown to Vreed-en- Hoop) ., ooo 

Berbice River Ferry —daily 
(Rosignol to New Amsterdam) * » — i 5 ss 


tot 


139. On the expiry of the contract the contractors’ permit to run a 
ferry between Georgetown and Pouderoyen, which they held as con- 
tractors for the main ferry, was withdrawn and the service has been 
continued by the Government. 
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140. For use in connexion with the Government steamers a graving 
dock has been constructed at His Majesty’s Penal Settlement, Mazaruni, 
having been first completed for use in February, 1915. 


141. The amount expended to March 31st, 1915, in establishing the 
service, including the building of the dry dock, was £59,921 11s. O4d. 
made up as follows :— 


£ os da. 

Steamers and ancillary works and con- 
tingent expenses a Ee .. 55,960 2 94 
Dock .. 13 “ re oe 2,515 10 0 
Pouderoyen Ferry Pe fe ar .. 1445 18 38 


£59,921 11 0L® 


142. For the nine months ending 3lst March, 1915, the receipts 


were :— 
a ar 2 

Passenger de ee ae es .. 5,862 18 5 
Goods .. ae at a a .. 2,022 9 6 
Total .. a .. *£7,885 7 11 


And if to this be added the subsidy previously paid contractors, the 
total becomes £15,593 14s. 7d. 


143. The expenditure for the same period was, including charge for 
interest (amounting to £1,458 6s. 8d.), depreciation, and contribution 
to Insurance Fund, £11,967 15s. 11d. 





GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


£ 

144, The revenue for the year under review fell short of 

the Estimate by 38,842 
The Colony’s gift of sugar and rice to the Mother Country 

cost, i 20,637 
while special war expenditare to 31st March, 1915 

amounted to .. . 12,536 
These items and other minor ones would have increased 

the deficit on the year’s working to ; . 61,750 
but for it having been found possible to effect savings to 

the extent of .. oe é abe .. 26,323 
diminishing the actual deficit to |, res oh .. 35,427 
which, however, absorbed all but .. ay ie .. §1,237 
of our accumulated credit balance of Ss a .. 86,665 


on 31st March, 1914. 





*In addition to this figure, £533 15s. Od. was earned by one of the 
steamers acting as guardship of the port of Georgetown during the 
mobilization of the Local Forces. 
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145. The Imperial Government generously came to our assistance 
with a promise of financial aid to meet all expenditure to which the 
Colony was already pledged until 30th June, 1916. Of the total sum 
of £207,000 so guaranteed £137,000 had been advanced at 3lst March, 
1915. 


146. A committee appointed in April to consider the question of 
the proposed hinterland railway approved generally of the Governor’s 
proposals and of the raising of a loan of £2,000,000 for the construction 
of the railway and for a general colonization and development scheme 
in connexion therewith. Soon afterwards was received the Secretary 
of State’s reply to the Governor’s proposals in which Mr. Harcourt 
declared himself unable to accept the scheme or to ask the Imperial 
Parliament for a loan without further details and more satisfactory 
proof that the railway was likely to become self-supporting. The 
outbreak of the great European War put a stop to further con- 
sideration of the matter for an indefinite period. 


147. Simultaneously with the starting of the Government steamer 
services the extension of the West Coast Railway from Greenwich 
Park to Parika, a distance of 34 miles, was opened. This extension, 
coupled with the cheap ferry, has resulted in a material increase in the 
receipts of the West Coast line and a corresponding surplus over working 
expenses. That the combined smooth water route via Parika rendered 
possible by this extension has proved popular is shown by the fact 
that although the competing company reduced the fare by sea route 
to one shilling yet 75 per cent. of the passengers carried preferred to 
pay double the all-sea route fare in order to travel by train. 


148. On the 5th August, 1914, the Governor received a cable from 
the Secretary of State notifying His Excellency that war had broken . 
out with Germany. On the 13th of the same month a similar noti- 
fication was received that war had broken out with Austria-Hungary, 
and on the 5th November following a further cable was received 
notifying the Governor that as from that date war had broken out 
between Great Britain and Turkey. 


149. The Colony’s Locai Forces were mobilized on the outbreak of 
war, and police, militia, artillery, and infantry were made ready to 
repel any attack. Fortunately, no attack came, thanks to the constant 
watchfulness kept over these coasts by the British fleet. 


150. In response to a notice issued by the Governor intimating that 
he had been authorised by the home authorities to select suitable 
candidates for commissions in Lord Kitchener's army for the duration 
of the war several gentlemen came forward and offered their services. 
Thirteen of these who were nominated by the Governor up to 31st 
March, received commissions while certain others paid their own 
passages and left the Colony with the intention of offering their services 
direct to the war authorities. 
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151. On the 7th September, 1914, the Colony presented 1,000 tons 
of sugar to His Majesty’s Government for the use of the British troops 
at the front, and on the 16th November following presented a further 
gift of 500,000 lbs. of rice grown in the Colony for the use of the British 
East Indian troops serving at the front, the value of the combined 
gifts being £20,637. Other gifts, including cash to the amount of 
£16,000, were transmitted by the people of the Colony to various funds 
in England. 


152. The improvement in the public health of the Colony noted in 
last year’s report was maintained. The results of the campaign 
against ankylostomiasis started on the east bank of the Demerara 
river under the control of the officers of the Rockefeller Commission 
exceeded expectations and have already established that with proper 
measures the disease can be driven out of the Colony. Invaluable 
work was also done by the Baby Saving League, a scheme inaugurated 
by Lady Egerton to instruct mothers in the rearing and care of their 
infants. Branches of the League have been started in various country 
centres and the work being done by the League has already shown 
definite results. 

Geo. D. Baytey, 


Assistant Government Secretary. 


5th November, 1915. 
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NOTES 


Constal Savannahs,.......area 5,800 sq. miles. 
Hinterland Savannahs,..area 6,900 sq. miles, 


Total Area of Colony 


(Chiefly forest lands) -~--- 89480 sa miles. 


Population,19! Census....... 296,041. 





Georgetown to Liverpool 3,900 naut.mls. 
Georgetown to New York 2,200 naut.mls. 
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I—FINANCIAL, 


General RevenuE anp Expenpitury. 

















Revenue. 

The revenue for the year 1913-14 amounted to Rs. 11,142,611, 
being Rs. 872,161 above the estimate and Rs. 697,518 above the 
average’ for the five years immediately preceding. 

The following is a comparative statement showing the actual 
revenue from normal sources collected during the financial years 
1912-18 and 1913-14: 

Head of Revenue. 1912-13, 1913-14. | Increase. | Decrease. 

Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs. 
1. Customs ... nae 2) 4,024,768 4,202,476 177,708 we 
2. Harbour... ai asa 224,615 208,883 oe 15,732 
3. Licenses, Excise, &c. {2,758,694 2,789,440 35,746 ae 
4, Fees of Court, &¢.... aid 340,121 369,873 29,752 
5. Post and Telegraph: a 224,360 228,765 4,405 
6. Railways ..  ... ~—s.| 2,480,554 | 2,691,480 | 210,876 
7. Rent an ey aoe 69,368 74,170 4,802 ate 
8. Interest ... co eH 865,241 536,900 Me 328,341 
9. Miscellaneous ae ae 52,139 40,071 is 12,068 
11,034,860 | 11,142,008 463,289 356,141 
10. Land Sales... aoe es 781 603 ne 178 
Total ... —...} 11,085,641 | 11,142,611 | 463,289 | 356,319 
Net increase of normal revenue| a he 106,970 




















The revenue of 1912-13 amounted to Rs. 11,035,641 and 
exceeded that of any previous year. The revenue of 1913~14 showed 
a still further increase of Rs. 106,970 notwithstanding a decrease 
of Rs. 328,341 in the collections under ‘“ Interest ” due to the 
repayment of the mechanical transport loan having been completed. 

The sources which principally contributed to the total increase 
in revenue over the previous year were: Customs, Rs. 177,708 ; 
Licenses, Excise, Rs. 35,746 ; Fees of Court, Rs. 29,752 ; Railways, 
Rs. 210,87€. Import and Export duties yielded Rs. 81,023 and 
Rs. 96,686 more respectively than in the previous year. The 
receipts from the main lines of Railway showed increases of 
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Rs. 53,631 in passenger traffic and Rs. 186,154 in goods traffic. 
The total receipts of the Railways reached Rs. 2,691,430, which is 
the highest amount encashed in any one year. 

As has already been stated, the decrease in revenue under the 
head of “ Interest ” was due to the completion, previous to the 30th. 
of June, i913, of the repayment of the Mechanical Transport 
Loan (1903), with the exception of the sum of Rs, 13,811, which is 
shown as collected in the financial year under review. 

There was on the 30th. of June 1913 a surplus balance of 
Rs. 3,698,944. The revenue forthe year 1913-14 exczeded the 
expenditure by Rs. 926,141 bringing up the surplus balance at the 
30th. of June i914 to Rs. 4,620,085. This surplus after deducting 
Rs. 3 689,173 advanced for the ve-equipment of the Railway and 
Rs. 90,719 for Irrigation Works was reduced to Rs. 840,198. The 
accounts for the first half of the ewrrent financial year show that 
the revenue amounted to Rs. 6,244,962 and the expenditure to 
Rs. 7,002,896. It should however be observed that there was 
credited to Revenue the sum of approximately Rs. 500,000 in 
respect of the unallocated stores of the Railway Department at the 
opening of the financial year and that there is included in the total 
expenditure the sum of Rs. 1,5(/0,000 which had been expended on 
the re-equipment of the Railway and which has been finally charged 
to surplus balances. The amount which has been advanced for 
Railway Re-equipment and which is eventually to be met from 
Loan Funds has been correspondingly reduced and stood at 
Rs. 2,306,807 on 3lst. December 1914. At the same date the 
advances made for Irrigation Works amounted to Rs. 417,204 
leaving a surplus balance of Rs. 1,185,140. 


Expenditure. 


The expenditure for the year 1913-14 amounted to 
Rs. 10,216,470 or Rs. 223,116 above the estimate and Rs. 470,761 
above the average for the preceding 5 years. The following are 
the principal heads under which the expenditure exceeded the 
original estimate: Public Works Extraordinary, Rs. 182,143 ; 
Medical and Health, Rs. 156,917 ; Miscellaneous, Rs. 43,218 ; 
Pensions, Rs. 24,920 ; Military Fxpenditure, Rs. 24,278 ; 
Agriculture, Rs. 23,671. The items which chiefly contributed to 
the excess under Public Works Extraordinary were the acquisition 
of a Rum Warehouse and alterations to the building, the purchase 
of a site for and the construction of part of the buildings of the 
Victoria Hospital at Candos, and the carrying out, more rapidly 
than had originally been intended, of the improvement of the 
shed accommodation at the Customs Department. The heavy 
expenditure of the Medical Department was due chiefly to an 
epidemic of smail pox. The expenditure was less than the estimate 
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by appreciable amounts under Immigration, Rs. 63,700 ; Police, 
Rs. 61,846 ; Law and Justice, Rs. 35,133; Prisons, Rs. 27,166. 

The following is a comparative statement of the Expenditure 
for the years 1912-13 and 1913-14 ;— 




































Heap oF SERVICE. 1912-18, 1913-14, | Increase. | Decrease, 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, 
1, Charge on account of Public 
Debt 1,266,963 950,166 316,797 
2. Pensions... Se 693,293 735,756 
3. Governor and Legislature. 69,065 67,079 
4, Colonial Secretariat we 90,595 89,312 
5. Treasury... fee ae 181,326 171,686 
6, Audit 50,471 44,270 
7. Customs 108,150 116,097 
8. Port and Marine ; 183,656 183,370 
9. Observatory F 15,593 15,741 
10 Public Library and Museum 8,086 9,874 
11. Registrar General.. ies 64,632 59,015 
12, Archives. i oe 7,381 12,120 
13. Law and Jus ‘ 381,528 369,455 
14. Ecclesiastical 152,636 152,636 
15. Police a 527,107 492,938 
16. Prisons and Reformatory.. 160,857 146,388 
17. Medical and Health and 
Quarantine s a 966,174 1,075,883 109,709 
18. Education ... . a 594,414 625,419 31,005 
19. Immigration and Poor 
Relief a 283,638 259,102 
20. Dependencies & 57,638 57,538 
21. Military Expenditure 467,504 492,060 
22. Miscellaneous 665,850 612,559 
23. Post and Telegraphs 171,118 167,374 
24. Forests aot 178,229 177,382 seeees 
25. Agriculture ; 35,012 108,539 68,527 | w.. 
26. Railways an -| 1,889,347 1,778,515 Sig see, 110,832 
27. Public Works Department. 115,576 110,508 era 5,068 
28. Public Works Recurrent . 498,003 517,970 19,967 | alee 
29. Public Works Extraordi- 
. nary " a) 391,835 662,843 271,008 |... 
30. Loan Commission... nae 9,928 9,875 | wee ‘ 53 
Total... aes .| 10,235,605 | 10,216,470 581,857 600,992 
Net Decrease ... Sea [ eset a Tilly Seacnow tay Falk ates 19,135 














The total expenditure for the year 1913-14 was less than the 
expenditure for the year 1912-13 by Rs. 19,135. The principal 
heads under which the expenditure in 1913-14 was greater were : 
Public Works Kecurrent and Extraordinary, Rs, 290 975 ; Medical 
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and Health, Rs. 109,70€ ; Agriculture, Rs. 68,527; Pensions, 
Rs. 42,463 ; Education, Rs. 31,005 ; Military Contribution, 
Rs, 24,556. The extraordinary works on which the largest expendi- 
ture was incurred were: Anti-Malarial Works of a permanent 
character, Rs. 148,239 ; Royal College, Rs. 83,177 ; Reconstruction 
of Bridges, Rs. 68,815; Rum Warehouse, Rs. 63,887 ; Drainage of 
Pot Louis, Rs. 59,324; Victoria Hospital, Rs. 54,910 ; Improvement 
of Customs Shed accommodation and quays, Rs. 47,962; Renewal 
and relaying of moorings in Port Louis Harbour, Rs. 27,665. 

The principal heads under which the expenditure in 1913-14 
was less than in 1912-13 were: Public Deht, Rs. 816,797 ; Railways, 
Rs. 110,832 ; Miscellaneous, Rs. 53,291; Police, Rs. 34,169 ; 
Immigration and Poor Relief, 24,536. 


Assets and Inabitities. 


The assets of the Colony on 30th. of June 1914 were 
Rs, 2,989,641 and the liabilities Rs. 2,149,448, the assets thus 
exceeding the liabilities by Rs. 840,198. 


The assets included : @ Rs. 
Cash in hands of the Receiver General and 
sub-accountants ... maa ve. 454,600 
Investments at cost ie om ie 688,200 
Temporary investments at Bank rate—£78,000 
at ls. dd. aay wee . 1,170,000 
Miscellaneous advances ... a ae 544,677 
Co-operative Credit Societies te ee 37,550 
Unallocated Stores Mauritius Kailways ... 94,615 
The liabilities were :— 
General Deposits ae ie vee 2,028,282 
Government of India... as aa 88,3738 
Drafts and Remittances... ust Fie 32,741 
Loan Funds, unex pended ve a 47 


There was brought to account up to the 30th June 1914 expendi- 
ture amounting to Rs. 3 689,173 on Railway .re-equipment, and 
Rs. 90,719 on Ivrigation Works. 


Public Debt. 


The total indebtedness of the Colony on the 30th. of June 1914 
was £1,279,990 and the Sinking Funds amounted to £354,334, 
leaving a net debt of £925,656 as against £957,411 on 30th. June 
1913, as compared with a debt of £1,147,409 anda revenue of 
£471,172 in 1894, 
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Under Ordinances No. 10 of 1876, No. 1 of 1879 and No. 2 
of 1887, outstanding debentures are redeemed by annual drawings. 
Provision is made for the repayment of other loans by means of a 
sinking fund. 

The Railway (Improvement) Loan Ordinance, 1910, authorizes 
the raising of a loan of £270,000 for the improvement and 
re-equipment of the Railways and the Irrigation Works Loan 
Ordinance, 1914, authorizes the raising of a loan of £100,000 to 
meet the cost of certain Irrigation Works. These loans have not 
yet been raised, aud it is proposed to reduce the amount of the 
Railway Loan to £ 170,000, £100,000 of the expenditure already 
incurred on Kailway re-equipment having been finally charged to 
the General Revenue and Surplus Balances of the Colony. 


Currency and Bunking. 


The Currency of the Colony consists of :— 
(1) The following Mauritius bronze and silver coius which 
are legal tender up to Rs. 5 : 
(a) Bronze: 1 cent, 2 cents, 5 cents. 
(b) Silver : 10 cents, 20 cents. 
(2) The silver Rupee of India with its silver subdivisions. 
(3) Mauritius Government notes of Rs 5U, Rs. 10 and Rs, 5. 


The average value of Currency notes in circulation during the 
year 1913-14 was Rs. 4,613,553 as compared with Rs. 5,080,250 
in 1912-13. The average amount of specie held amounted to 
Rs, 2,075,338 as compared with Rs. 2,651,000 in 1912-13. The 
Investment and Depreciation Funds on 30th. June 1914 amounted 
to Rs. 2,538,250 and Rs. 386,602 respectively. 

The Banks which do business in the Colony are the Bank of 
Mauritius Limited and the Mauritius Commercial Bank. 


Muyicivauity or Porr Lours. 


The following is a comparative statement of the revenue and 
expenditure of the Municipality of Port Louis for the five years 
1910 to 1914 :— 


Year, Revenue. Expenditure. 
Rs. Rs. 
TIO... wo. 528,494 504,058 
WL oe as, cs. BIO2BO 498,614 
1912... 515,504 509,944 
POLS ae See aan BRO, B SP 535,447 


1914... 4... 501,790 468,769 
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The indebtedness of the Municipality up to the end of the 
year and the provision for payment are shown below :— 
Repayments to 


Loan. Amount. be made in 1915. 
Conversion Loan... ees £ 104,400 £& 2,500 
Electric Lighting Loan ... 7,000 333 
Municipality Loan, 1908 8,143 143 
Municipality Loan, 1909 4,107 179 

£118,650 £ 3,155 
Le aeaaaea ee 


Government Hurricane Loan, 1892... Rs. 26,645 Rs 8,536 
Manure Factory and Night Soil 

Service Loan ... wee re 4,000 2,000 
Municipality Loan, 1903... Re 8,000 2,000 


Rs, 38,645 Rs. 12,536 





Loca Boarps. 

There are Boards of Commissioners for the towns of Curepipe, 
Beau Bassin and Rose Hill, and Quatre Bornes, which are entrusted 
with the general improvement and conservancy of these towns. By 
Ordinance No. 4 of 1913, the Board of Curepipe has been entrusted 
with the powers and duties, sanitary control excepted, of the Health 
Department in respect of Slaughter Houses, Public Markets and 
Butchers’ Shops. 

The Board of Curepipe receives the amount of taxes on vehicles 
and animals collected in the town and of licenses paid by traders 
and others. The Board may also levy a tax not exceeding one per 
cent. on house property and a tax on every tenant of any house, 
building or property. The two other Boards receive the amount of 
the taxes paid on vehicles and animals in the towns and may also 
levy a similar tax on house property. 

The following tables show the revenue and expenditure of the 
Boards for the past five financial years :— 


Curepipe. 









1909-10.) 1910-11. 1911-12.) 1912-13, 1913-14, 










Rs. Rs, Rs. 
Revenue ...| 90,966 74,883 | 86,718 
Expenditure 85,360 71,148 | 85,198 
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Beau Bassin and Rose Hill. 





1909-10.) 1910-11.) 1911-12.) 1912-13.) 1913-14. 





Rs, Rs. | Rs. | Rs. | Rs 
Revenue ...| 35,804 | 36,996 | 34,811 | 37,959 | 36,732 
Expenditure...) 34,639 | 36,651 | 36,507 | 37,921 36,708 





Quatre Bornes 





1909- 0.) 1920-1).) 1911-12.) 1912— 3} 1913-14. 























Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Revenue | 12,513 | 12,748 | 13,374 | 13.216 | 12,659 
Expenditure...) 12,615 | 11,095 | 31,720 | 14,152 | 12,519 
i | 
Below will be found a statement of the debts of the Boards :— 
Curepipe ie Bee ... Netamount of Debt Rs. 37,500 
Beau Bassin and Rose Hill ... i Rs. 1,100 
Quatre Bornes Nil 


There is a District Board for each of the eight rural districts of 
the Island. To them is entrusted under Ordinance No. 9 of 1900 
the maintenance of the branch roads. 

They receive as revenue a contribution from Government equi- 
valent to 10 % of the direct taxes collected in each district during 
the year and an addition of 10 % to the direct taxes to be levied in 
each year in each district, exclusive of Port Louis and the Town- 
ships. The additional 10 % to be levied on the direct taxes may 
be increased to 25% subject to the approval of the Governor in 
Executive Council. The Government contribution amounted in 
1918-14 to Rs. 12,085. 

The powers of the District Boards were extended by Ordinance 
No. 35 of 1902 to include the construction, maintenance and 
management of water works. For this purpose they receive an 
annual contribution from Government, which in 1913-14 amounted 
to Rs. 76,000, and also the proceeds of water rates and of charges 


paid for water supplies. 
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II.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRIES. 


Imports and Exports. 


The Customs returns for the year shew the aggregate value of 
of Imports and Exports, excluding specie, for the year 1914 to be 
Rs. 95,199,269 or Rs. 27,042,860 above the figure for the previous 
year. This increase appears under Exports and is due to the rise in 
the value of sugar exported during the last half of the year 1914 as 
compared with the year 1913 and to the larger quantity available 
for export. 

The aggregate value of Imports and Exports, excluding specie, 
for the years 1910 to 1914, was as follows :— 


Year Imports. Exports. Total 


1910... Rs. 35,014,664 ... Rs. 86,528,536 ... Rs. 71,543,200 


VOR cs 37,440,332 ... 40,414,328 ... 77,854,660 
1912... 82,002,440 ... 36,893,269 ... 68,895,709 
19130... 35,864,703 ... 32,291,706 ... 68,156,409 
1914... 35,674,864 ... 59,524,405 ... 95,199,269 


The value of Imports from, and Exports to the United King- 
dom, British Possessions and Foreign Countries during the same 
years is shown below (specie is not included) :— 











Imports from Exports to 
(Unit Rs. 1,000) (Unit Rs, 1,000) 
ie i 
be United British Foreign United British Foreign 
Kingdom. |Possessions.| Countries. | Kingdom. | Possessions.| Countries. 
1910 | 11,282 | 16,225 7,506 8,267 | 27,863 397 


1911 | 11,995 | 18,180 | 7,313 | 13,397 | 22,170 | 4,846 
1912 | 11,504) 14,117] 6,382 | 4,467 | 32,038 389 
1913 | 12,149 | 15,599; 8,117 | 5,955 | 24,886 | 1,450 
1914 | 11,818 | 16,716 | 7,140 | 82,116 | 26,270] 1,188 
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The following tables show the percentage of Imports from, 
and Exports to, the United Kingdom, British Possessions and 


Foreign Countries during each of tne last five years + ~ 


Imports, 





Fron ; i910.| 1911. | 1912.] 1913.! 1914. 








Unitel Kingdom ed 
British Possessions ... | 46, 
Foreign Countries ... 21 








Exports. 
—_— 
To 1910.; 1911.) 1912.] 1918.) 1914. 
United Kingdom -f 22.6 | 33.1 | 12.2] 184) 54.0 
British Possessions ... | 76.3] 54.9 | 86.8] 77.1) 44.1 
Foreign Countries ... 1.1 | 12.0 1.0 4.5 1.9 











— 


There is a marked increase in the export trade with the United 
Kingdom, due to the purchase by His Majesty’s Government of 
161,000 tons of erystal sugar, of which 123,000 tons had been 
cleared up to the 31st. December. 

Owing to the war there is a falling off in the trade with 
Foreign Countries, there being reductions both under Imports and 
Exports. The value of the trade with India shows a rise as 
compared with the previous year, and the trade of the Colony 
with India and the United Kingdom represents more than 85 per 
cent. of the aggregate Export and Import trade of the Colony. 

The Customs Revenue shows an increase of Rs. 84,000 as 
compared with 1913. The chief articles contributing to the Revenue 
from Imports in 1914 were :— 

Tobacco and Cigars... ; 





... Rs. 850,000 


Grain (including rice, dholl, etc) 2x 565,000 
Cotton Manufactures ... a nie 150,000 
Wines ... se fae os wie 150,000 
Oils 5 ee ae iG ere 166,000 
Spirits ... fe Ss es Bee 130,000 
Matches... : 129,000 


The export duty on sugar yielded ‘Rs. 865,000. 


10 iuauritivs, 1914. 
Imports. 


Specie to the value of Rs. 2,285,075 was imported in 1914 as 
compared with Rs. 395,538 in 1913. The value of the imports, 
exclusive of specie, in 1914 was practically the same as in the 
previous year. 


The largest increases as compared with 1918 occur under the 
following heads :— 


Corn, Grain &c., we ty «. Rs. 1,580,000 
Bags and Pockets... a Ee 785,000 
Soap ... roe ac soy es 125,000 
Edible Oils...... oe a nee 100,000 


The largest decreases occur under the following heads :— 


Coal... a4 ar fee .+. Rs, 1,855,000 
Manures and Fertilizers tee ae 675,000 
Machinery for Local Industries oe 380,000 
Haberdashery... woe Les tel 330,000 
Hardware and Cutlery wae a 200,000 


The imports of rice, which is the chief article of food of the 
majority of the population, was 62,700 tons (metric), as compared 
with 63,600 tons in the previous year, the value of the importations 
being Ks. 10,013,000 in 1914 and Rs. 8,514,000 in 1913. India 
supplied most of the rice imported but the importations from 
Cochin China rose from 1,871 tons in 1913 to 6,442 tons in 1914; 
Madagascar supplied 1,658 tons and Hong-Kong 1,169 tons. 
7,375 tons of wheat flour valued at Rs. 1,178,000 were imported 
as against 7,789 tons valued at Rs. 1,002,000 in 1913; Australia 
supplied 3,858 tons and India 3,516 tons. India supplied all the 
dholl imported, the importations being 4,087 tons valued at 
Rs. 627,000 in 1914 as against 5,219 tons valued at Rs 585,000 
in 1918. 


The importations of coal decreased from 61,090 to 58,983 tons, 
the United Kingdom continuing to be the principal source of supply. 
Natal supplied 10,590 tons. 


There was a decrease of Rs. 380,009 in the value of imports 
of machinery for local industries and of Rs. 182,000 in machinery 
for mechanical transport. 
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The following tables give the value and country of origin 
of importations under the heads Machinery and Mechanical 
Transport for the years 1910 to 1914 :— 














Machinery. 

——_——__—— 

Country. 1910, 1911. 1912, 1913. 1914, Total. 

u 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
United Kingdom .| 1,028,122] 1,125,953) 667,585] 1,078,799] 735,029] 4,635,438 
France... ive 29,716] 428,267} 121,746 58,799) 33,135] 671,663 
Belgium ... on 3,414) 786 2,101 6,328 6,336 18,965 
Germany ... 646) 11,748 3,074 15,463 
Other Countries ... 463 4,281 3,406} 1,804) 9,954 
Total «| 1,.61,715} 1,559,287] 792,028) 779,378) 5,351,483 





1,159,075 
i 

















Country. 1910, 1911. 1912. 1913. 1914, Total. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, 
Germany ... fe 398,845) 150,587] 89,965; 185,898] 107,144, 882,439 
Belgium ... {140,277 72,232} 53,043) 116,098} 149,236) 530,886 
United Kingdom.) 106,909 29,338 17,472) 221,096) 34,829] 409,644 
| 
France... 0. 927) 62] 989 
Ttaly 148 148 
Total ..| 646,958} 252,157) 160,480] 478,302} 291,209] 1,824,106 




















The value of machinery for local industries imported in 1914 
was Rs. 779,378 and the imports during the last five years amounted 
to Rs. 5,351,483. Practically all the machinery comes from the 
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United Kingdom, the rolling stock for the light tramways being 
of foreign manufacture. 

The use of motor cars and motor cycles has developed rapidly 
in the last few years. In 1907, 18 cars and 2 cycles were imported 
and in 1908, 6 cars and 3 cycles, while during the last 6 years 350 
cars valued at Rs. 1,597,000 and 105 cycles valued at Rs. 77,000 
have been imported. The number of motor cars imported in 
1914 was 56 valued at Rs. 179,000, and of eycles 30 valued at 
Rs. 27,000. 

The following table shows the principal countries which export 
goods to Mauritius and the value of the goods exported, exclusive 
of specie, in the years 1913 and 1914 :— 


Country. Exports to Mauritius. 
1913. 1914. 
British India... w Rs. 18,463,000... Rs. 14,510,000 
United Kingdom med 12,149,000... 11,818,000 
France ... aa een 3,444,000 ... 2,230,000 
Cochin China ... wes 293,000 ... 987,000 
Australia fe ene 608,000... 956,000 
Madagascar... et 996,358... 892,000 
United States ... a 863,000... 686,000 
Belgium ans rae 593,000... 500,000 
Reunion ... wie as 373,000... 404,000 
Sumatra... os oe 822,000... 359,000 
Cape Colony... oie 789,000... 335,000 
Germany its Bee 431,000... 309,000 
Straits Settlements ... 178,000... 289,000 
Natal... ae KS 159,000 243,000 


The United Kingdom, British India or British Possessions are 
the largest suppliers of wearing apparel, bacon, gunny bags, beer, 
books, bran, chemicals for manures, cement, coal, confectionery, 
dholl, gram, oats, rice, flour, cotton, salt fish, ghee, hardware and 
cutlery, iron nails, wrought iron, boots and shoes, machinery for 
local industries, manure (bone), salt, soap, whisky, stationery, 
tea, tin, umbrellas (cotton), shooks, sleepers, timber, woollen 

‘oods. 
; Foreign countries are the main source of supply for oxen, butter, 
lard, clocks and watches, enamelled ware, glassware, haberdashery, 
jewellery, machinery for mechanical transport, matches, motor cars, 
petroleum, cigarette paper, perfumery, potatoes, brandy, wine, 
sulphur, tobacco (manufactured) and cigars, toys. 


Exports. 


The total value of the Exports, excluding specie but including 
charges, was in 1913 Rs, 32,291,706 and in 1914 Rs. 59,524,405, 
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The following table shows the value and the destination of the 


principal products of the 
exported in 1913 and 1914 


Colony, other than sugar, which were 
































Exported to 
Product. Year. Total. 
United British Foreign 
Kingdom. | Possessions.) Countries. 
Rs. Rs. | Rs, Rs, 
i 
Aloe Fibre 1913 703,654, 49,365) 100,549) 853,568 
33 1914 452,010 6,240] 125,976] 584,226 
Copra 1913 12,900 16,200) 29,100 
ey 1914 | “141,890) 141,390 
Molasses 913 4| 61,298 8) =61,310 
53 914 112,665 112,665 
Rum 913 4,416) 17,914 22,3830 
a 914 5,783) 11,53] 17,314 
The following table shows the principal countries to which 
sugar was exported during the calendar years 1918 and 1914. :— 





Country. 


United Kingdom 
British India 
Cape Colony 
France 

Ceylon 

Australia 
Hong-Kong ... 


1913. 1914, 

Tons*. Tons*, 
31,170 155,912 
127,620 115,563 
14,387 7,190 
5,378 3,107 
629 2,620 
2,182 1,525 

3,293 1,096 


Out of 289,372 tons of sugar exported in 1914, the United Kingdom 
and British India purchased 271,475 tons. 





* Metric ton = 1,000 kilogrammes. 
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AGRICULTURE, 
Sugar. 


A total of 159,172 arpents was under cultivation in sugar- 
cane on December 31st. 1914, or an extension of 5,756 arpents over 
the area recorded for 1918. This increase is made up as follows :— 


On Estates + 14 arpents. 
As “ metayers ” 
By Planters {oe Estates +7,754 arpents } + 5,682 arpents. 
Off Estates —2,072 ,, 


The area under cultivation by estates has not varied to any 
extent, relatively large increases in some districts being set off by 
the “ morcellement ” of estates in others. The increase in area 
under sugar-cane is due to “ planters ” cultivations. Of the total 
area of 159,172 arpents under sugar-cane, planters cultivated 66,534 
arpents of which 53,127 arpents were cultivated by small planters 
of Indian origin. The principal extensions in sugar-cane cultivation 
have taken place, as during the year 1913, in the districts of 
Pamplemousses, Grand Port and Riviére du Rempart. 

The total output of the factories for the 1914-15 crop—year 
was 277,180 metric tons, of whieh 252,302 were exported up to the 
81st. of May 1915. This is the largest crop the island has ever 
produced and with the high prices realised has placed the industry 
in a very sound financial condition. 

The information in respect of the average selling price, gathered 
by the Statistical Division of the Department of Agriculture, shows 
that it will approximate Rs. 11.20 per 50 kilograms, giving to the 
crop a monetary value of Rs. 62,083,000. 

The weight and monetary value of the crop for the last 5 years 
is shown below. 


Years. Total Produce Monetary Value. 
Tons * (unit : Rs. 1,000,000) 
1910-11 222,830 31.6 
1911-12 169,550 32.9 
1912-13 213,059 29.8 
1913-14 249,703 34.7 
1914-15 277,180 62.1 (estimated). 


The high price realised for the 1914-15 crop was due to the 
war in Hurope. Of this crop, over 161,000 tons were sold to His 
Majesty’s Government, and the planters of the colony presented 
for the use of His Majesty’s Army and Navy a free gift of 1,000 


tons of high-grade vesou sugar. 





* Metric ton=1,000 kilogrammes. 
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During 1914 some improvements were made in the machinery 
of factories. Two mills were added during the year, and the number 
of boilers added was five. “Secheries” or megass driers were decreased 
by three and economisers increased by seven. The number of decan- 
ters was increased by 164 and defecators reduced by 2. The number 
of crystallisers-in-motion was increased by 80, and 5 Weston- 
type centrifugals were installed. 


Aloes. 


The area returned as being under cultivation with “ aloes ” 
shows a considerable increase, particularly in the district of Flacy. 
The total area of cultivated and wild aloes however remains 
stationery. The fibre industry flourished up to the outbreak of war, 
when sales stopped and most factories closed down. At the end of 
1914 enquiries for fibre began to be made, and gradually with a 
hardening of prices, the factories began operations again. 


Vanilla. 


The vanilla crop was about 1,500-1,600 kilos, but the war 
closed the markets and except for a few local sales no business was 


done. 
Other Cultivations. 


There has been a reduction in the cultivation of manioc, parti- 
cularly in the district of Pamplemousses, while there has been an 
increase in the area under maize notably upon estates in Grand 
Port. 

Live Stock. 


The number of horned Stock upon estates was returned at 
21,305, a reduction of 836 on the returns for 1913. Milch cows held 
by people residing upon estates numbered 3,282 against 4,096 in 
1913, and it is presumed that, owing to the increased cost of living 
brought about by the war and to the increases in the prices of 
imported foodstuffs, the Indian residents on estates have been 
compelled to dispose of some of their animals. The numbers of pigs 
and goats held by residents upon estates were 4,856 and 7,718 
respectively, against 6,981 and 8,220 for the year 1913. 


Co-Operative Credit Societies 


At the 30th. June !914, fifteen societies, with unlimited 
liability, had been registered under the provisions of the Co-operative 
Credit Societies Ordinance (1918). The aggregate working capital 
of these Societies amounted to Rs. 125,676, of which a sum of 
Rs. 37,550 or less than 30 % waslent by the Government. 


mauritius, 1914. 
Surperne. 
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These tables show that 207 vessels with a tonnage of 438,029 
reported during the year against 197 with a tonnage of 417,619 in 
the previous year, giving a total inevease of 10 in the number of 
vessels and of 20,410 in tonnage. Two hundred and three vessels 
with a tonnage of 436,940 cleared as against 197 witha tonnage 
of 415,408 in n the previous year, showing an increase of 6 vessels 
and of 21,532 in tonnage. 


The increase in the number reported is divided between those 
reporting with cargo and those reporting in ballast as follows : 





Reported with cargo a .. + 4 tonnage —20,635 
3 » ballast v8 sexe Wat Ore 3, +41,045 
10 20,410 


The clearances show an increase of 6 vessels and of 21,532 in 
tonnage. Divided between vessels cleared with cargo and vessels 
cleared in ballast, the figures are as follows : 





Cleared with cargo ... Be .. +19 tonnage + 45,847 
ve »» ballast... na w -1 — 24,315 
6 21,582 


Distinguishing steam vessels from sailing vessels there has been 
an increase of 3 in the number reporting and of 15,285 in tonnage 
as compared with the previous year and an increase of 3 in the 
number cleared and of 18,544 in tonnage. The number of steamers 
reporting with cargo is 4 less thanin the previous year witha 
decrease of 25,8382 in tonnage and the number of steamers 
reporting with ballast is 7 more thanin the previous year with an 
increase of 41,117 in tonnage. Twenty-one more steamers cleared 
with cargo than in the previous year with a corresponding increase 
of 46,165 in tonnage; the number of steamers clearing in 
ballast was less by 18 with a corresponding decrease of 27,621 in 
tonnage. 

The number of sailing vessels reporting with cargo was greater 

“ by 8 with a corresponding increase of 5,197 in tonnage. No sailing 
vessel reported with ballast during the year as against 1 with 
a tonnage of 72 in 1913. There was a decrease of 2 in the number 
of sailing vessels cleared with cargo with a corresponding decrease 
of 818 in tonnage; the number of sailing vessels cleared in 
ballast was greater by 5 with a corresponding increase of 3,306 in 
tonnage. 
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TIL—LEGISLATION, 


Among the more important legislative measures of the year are 
the following :— 

The Exportation of Plumage Birds Ordinance, 1914 (No. 8), 
as amended by The Exportation of Plumage Birds (Amendment) 
Ordinance, 1914, (No. 34), prohibits the exportation of the plumage 
or skins of certain birds. 

The Irrigation Works Ordinance, 1914 (No. 4), as amended by 
The Irrigation Works (Amendment) Ordinance, 1914 (No. 33), 
provides for the execution of certain Irrigation works and traces out 
the procedure for the acquisition of the required lands and rights of 
aqueduct. 

The Aeriat Nawigation Ordinance, 1914 (No. 9), provides for the 
protection of the Public and the Colony against dangers arising 
from the navigation of aircraft. Itis borrowed from the Aerial 
Navigation Acts, 1911, and 1913. 

The Electric Lighting and Power. (Amendment) Ordinance 1914 
(No. 11), enacts the procedure for enabling the undertaker to fix 
poles, stays or struts on private property, in the event of the owner 
of the property refusing the required permission. 

The Prevention of Injury to Telegraph Poles and Wires 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 1914 (No. 12), gives similar powers to the 
Colonial Postmaster. 

The Copyright Ordinanee, 1914 (No. 13), provides for the 
importation of copies under the Copyright Act, 1911, and for the 
penalties for dealing with infringing copies. Itis borrowed from 
Section 14 of the aforesaid Act and from Section 11 of the Com- 
monwealth of Australia Act No. 20 of 1912. 

The Boards (Road Improvement) Amendment Ordinance, 1914 
(No. 14), simplifies the procedure traced out by Ordinance No. 16 
of 1907 for the purchase of land required by the Boards of Town- 
ships, or by the District Boards. 

The Customs (Naval and Military) Rebate- Ordinance, 1914 
(No. 19), provides for the refund of Customs duty on goods purchased 
by the Naval or Military Authorities, or supplied by Contractors, 
for the public use of His Majesty’s Sea or Land Forces in the 
Colony. 

The Game Laws (Amendment) Ordinance, 1914 (No. 20), prohibits 
the taking or destroying of the eggs and nests of all birds except 
those of the bul-bul and of the sparrow ; and empowers the Governor 
to proclaim certain reserved areas in which the killing and taking of 
any bird will be prohibited at all times. 


The Pilotage Ordinance, 1914 (No. 28), which is borrowed from 
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Section 15 of the Pilotage Act, 1918, extends the liability of the 
owner or master of a vessel to cases of compulsory pilotage. 

The Woods and Forests (Amendment) Ordinance, 1914 (No. 24), 
abolishes the Woods and Forests Board as constituted by Ordinance 

_ No. 5 of 1901. 

The Trading with the Enemy Ordinance, 1914 (No. 28), which is 
borrowed from the Trading with the Enemy Act, 1914, prohibits 
trading with the enemy ; it also provides for the issue of warrants 
of inspection and for the appointment of controllers to certain firms 
and companies. 

The Bitls of Exchange Ordinance, 1914 (No. 32), reproduces the 
Bills of Exchange Act, 1882, with a few modifications necessitated 
by local circumstances. 

The Civil Status (Christian Marriages) Amendment Ordinance, 
1914 (No. 35), validates the marriage celebrated by the Ministers 
of the several Christian churches in the Colony, and provides for 
the requisite formalities and for the registration of the Acts of 
Marriage. 

The Council of the Bar Ordinance, 1914 (No. 86), provides for 
the establishment and organisation of a Council of the Bar in the 
Colony. 

the Curepipe (Amendment) Ordinance, 1914 (No. 38), extends 
the powers and duties and increases the revenue of the Board of 
Curepipe. 

The Stamp (Amendment) Ordinance, 1914 (No. 41), exempts 
money order and postal order receipts from the stamp duty of 
4 cents levied on all receipts under article 2 of Ordinance No. 41 
of 1888. 

The Forest Produce Protection Ordinance, 1914 (No. 43), provides 
for the control of dealers in forest produce and for the repression 
of larceny of timber. 

The Labour (Amendment) Ordinance, 1914 (No. 45), substitutes 
the finger print system as a means of identification for Immigrants 
in place of the photograph. 

The Filiation Ordinance, 1914 (No. 46), allows the proof of 
paternal descent in certain specified cases. It is borrowed from the 
French law of the 16th. November 1912. 

The Succession Duties (Amendment) Ordinance, 1914 (No. 47), 
increases the succession duties and provides for the better recovery 


thereof. 

The Reformatory (Amendment) Ordinance, 1914 (No. 52), 
amends the law relative to Reformatory schools and to Juvenile 
offenders and abolishes short periods of detention in the Reformatory. 
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IV.— EDUCATION. 
Primary Schools, 


‘fhe Primary Schools at the end of the year 1914 numbered 151 
of which 60 were Government and 91 Aided Schools. Of the 
Aided Schools there were 67 Roman Catholic, 19 Church of 
England, 2 Presbyterian, 2 Mahomedan and 1 Hindoo. Two 
schools, one Roman Catholic and one Church of England, which 
had been working for some time in accordance with the Code, were 
placed on the list of Aided Schools during the year. 

The number of Primary Schools, Government and Aided, and 
































the number of pupils for the years 1910 to 1914 are shown in the 
following table :— 
Government Schools. Aided Schools, 
Annual Amnual Annual Annual 
Year. | Number | average average | Number of| average average 
of number of | number of of number of | number of 
Schools. | pupils on | pupils in | Schools. | pupils on | pupils in 
roll. attendance, roll. attendance. 
1910 61 9,326 5,951 $8 11,621 7,934 
1911 60 9,421 6,030 88 11,589 7,972 
1912 60 9,522 5,775 89 11,987 7,635 
1913 60 9,223 5,693 89 11,735 7,717 
1914 60 9,906 6,435 91 12,762 8,684. 
The average attendance in Government and Aided schools for 
the year was 15,119 with a roll of 22,668, showing an average 


attendance of 66.7 % of the number of pupils on the roll. There is 
a considerable increase in the number enrolled and the percentage of 
at(endance as compared with the number on the roll has also risen. 
The numbers for 1913 were: On roll, 20,958; average attendance, 
13,410; percentage attendance, 63.98. The average number in 
attendance for the year exceeded that for 1911, the highest recorded, 
by 8%. 

‘ the increase in the number of Indian children attending the 
Primary schools is maintained, the figures being as follows :— 
9,369 in 1914, 8,413 in 1913, 8,316 in 1912, 8,175 in 191] and 
7,462 in 1910. 

Of the total number of pupils on the roll in the six standard 
classes 62 % passed the examination tests as compared with 64% 
in 1913 and 56 % in 1912, ‘while of the number of pupils who 
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were presented for examination 64 % passed in 1914 as compared 
with 64% in 1913 and 59 % in 1912. 

The total expenditure for the year on the salaries of, and 
grants to, Teachers in Primary schools amounted to Rs. 319,245, of 
which Rs. 142,439 was expended on Government schools and 
Rs. 176,806 on Aided schools. The figures for 1913 were 
Rs, 296,118, Rs. 184,681 and Rs. 161,437, respectively. The cost 
to Government of a pupil in a Government school was Rs 19.26 
and in an Aided school Rs. 15.66, as compe~ed with Rs. 19.70 and 
Rs. 15.39 in 1913. 

There are open annually to pupils of Primary schools 6 
scholarships and 6 exhibitions at the Royal College for which 
there is keen competition. The exhibitioners receive free tuition and 
the scholars free tuition and an allowance of Rs. 100 a year. There 
were 165 candidates in 1914 and 148 in 1913. Six candidates 
failed in the test examination and 31 scored the minimum number 
of marks. The number of candidates from Government schools was 
100 and from Aided schools 65, as compared with 97 from Govern- 
ment and 51 from Aided schools in the previous year. 


Elementary instruction in Hygiene and Malaria prevention 
has been given to the children in the Primary Schools. Hygiene 
was taken as a special subject of examination for grants in 14 
Government and 4 Aided Schools. In these 631 children were 
presented for examination and 472 obtained certificates. 


A course in Elementary Agricultural Science for Teachers was 
given at the Royal College and was attended by 35 Head Teachers 
of Government and Aided schools. 


Secondary Lducation. 


Secondary Education is provided by the Royal College, and 
associated schools. 409 candidates from 14 associated schools were 
presented for examination of whom 201 passed. There were in 
December 1914, 252 pupils at the Royal College, the average 
number for the year being 268. Of 252 pupils at the College in 
December, 96 did not pay fees. 

The attendance at the associated schools was 505. 

There were 34 candidates for the London Matriculation 
Examinations in 1914. Six out of the 31 candidates from the 
Royal College passed in the Second Division, one of the 3 others 
passed in the First Division. 

There were 101 candidates for the Senior Cambridge 
Examination : 33 out of the 71 candidates from the Royal College 
and 3 of the 30 others passed. Out of 25 candidates from the Royal 
College for the Junior Cambridge Examination, 15 passed. 
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There are scholarships and exhibitions in nearly all the classes 
of the Royal College and there are two valuable scholarships to - 
enable pupils of the College to continue their studies in Europe. 
There are 10 girls’ schools which ave affiliated to the Royal 
College in connection with the scheme for the Higher Education of 
Girls. The number of candidates who were presented for examination 
was 400 of whom 202 obtained Honours Certificates and 33 Pass 
Certificates. Twenty-eight girls entered for the Senior Local 
Examination of whom 15 passed. Five entered for the Junior Division 
but none passed. The associated schools for Boys and the schools 
for the Higher Education of Girls have been placed under a 
common set of regulations and will be called Aided Secondary 
Schools. 


Training of Teachers. 


There are Government Training Schools for men and for 
women. There were 9 candidates from the Men’s Training School 
for the second class teacher’s certificate, of whom 3 passed. There 
were 4 candidates from the Women’s Training School for the 
second class certificate and 2 for the third class; they all passed. 

The following table shows the number of candidates for 
certificates and the number who passed during the year :— 









































Candidates. Successful. 
Class 
rtificate. 
ef Certitoate Men. | Women. | Total. | Men. | Women. | Total. 
Second 26 ll 37 4 6 10 
Third ... wf 45 24 69 6 5 Il 
Monitor’s | 112 114 | 226 8 8 16 
Total...) 183 149 | 882 18 19 37 
There are 672 certificated Teachers employed in Government 
and Aided schools, of whom 158 are Head Teachers, 162 Assistant 


Teachers and 357 Monitors. 


Technical Education 


There are 8 mechanical engineering apprenticeships for which 
there were 84 candidates in 1914 as against 110 in 1913. There are 
2 horticultural apprenticeships for which there were 23 candidates as 
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against 27 in 1913, and 2 engineering studentships for which there 
were 4 candidates as against 1 in 1913. 

Needlework receives attention in girls’ schools and the work of 
the pupils continues to show improvement. Thirty-three candidates 
entered for the needlework competition, to 4 of whom apprenticeships 
were awarded. 

Manual work is taught in | Government and 5 Aided 
schools. 


V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


Hospitals and Dispensaries. 


There are 11 Hospitals, including 3 in connection with the 
Prisons and Reformatory, and there is also a Hospital Ward with 
30 beds attached to the Lunatic Asylum. The total number of 
“cases” treated at all hospitals was 18,563 as compared with 
16,280 in 1913, The number of “ cases” treated at the dispensaries 
was 62,944. 


Lunatic Asylum, 


There is a Lunatic Asylum and a Lunatic Ward in connection 
with the Poorhouse of Barkly Asylum. There were 483 patients in 
the Asylum on the 31st. December 1914 as compared with 467 on 
the corresponding date of the previous year, and the daily average 
rose from 455.74 in 1913 to 470.45. The total number of certified 
lunatics in-the Colony on the 3ist. of December 1914, including 
patients out on probation and patients in the Lunatic Ward of 
Barkly Asylum, was 706, giving a proportion of 1 insane to 5382 
of population. There were 22 criminal lunatics of whom 19 were 
males and 3 females. 


Poor Relief. 


Barkly Asylum is the only institution under the direct control 
of the Poor Law Commissioner at which paupers receive institutional 
relief. 

The buildings of Barkly Asylum were originally acquired for 
the purpose of affording institutional relief to the poor. The 
hosprtal was later placed entirely under the control of the Medical 
Department and has come to be used as a general hospital for the 
district. Arrangements also exist at various religious institutions 
for the maintenance of aged and intirm paupers at fixed rates, and 
there is an asylum for pauper lepers in which patients are maintained 
at the public expense. 

Exclusive of the number of patients treated free at the Public 
Hospitals and Dispensaries of the Colony, and at St. Lazare Leper 
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Asylum 1,252 paupers, as compared with 1,337 in 1913, received 
institutional relief during 1914 at the Barkly and Lunatic Asylums 
and different religious institutions. 

2,343 paupers (561 males and 1,682 females) received outdoor 
relief (pecuniary), permanently or temporarily, during 1914, against 
2,929 in 1918. 

Savings Bank. 


At the Government Savings Bank there was on the 30th. June 
1914 a sum of Rs. 3,287,874 to the credit of 29,409 depositors, as 
compared with Rs. 3,291,656 to the credit of 28,841 depositors 
on the 80th. June 1913. The investment funds amounted to 
Rs. 3,494,171. Interest is allowed at the rate of 83%. 

The following table shows the number of depositors who 
belonged to the General and Indian populations and the amount 
standing to their credit on the 30th. June 1914: 


Number Rs. 
General Population sie .. 17,848 1,917,566 
Indian Population — w= 11,561 1,320,308 


VI.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
Police. 


The authorised strength of the Police on the 31st. of Decem- 
ber 1914 was 1 Inspector General, 1 Deputy Inspectot General, 
5 Inspectors, 6 Sub Inspectors, 1 Staff Sergeant Major, 36 
Sergeants, 49 Corporals, 496 Constables. Fifty-four men were 
enlisted in 1914 and the total number discharged was 122. 


Criminal Statistics. 


The number of offences reported to the Police in 1914 was 
21,262 as against 24,350 in 1913. 
They may be classified as follows : 





Homicide ... ons 15 
Other offences against the person .. aan 7,920 
Preedial Larceny ... oe “ss 210 
Other offences against property ee x ESB 
Other offences Fea a .. 8,319 

21,262 


In connection with these offences 11,784 persons (including 
409 persons arrested on suspicion) were apprehended by the Police 
or summoned before the Magistrates. In 12,448 of the cases no 
person was charged. 
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The total number of persons brought before the Magisterial 
Courts (District, Stipendiary and Bench of Magistrates) in 1914 
was 22,136 ; of these the number prosecuted was 19,903 including 
persons tried before a Bench of Magistrates or committed to the 
Court of Assizes. The number discharged for want of progecution 
by party complaining or for want of evidence wag 2,283. 

The cases prosecuted in the District Courts (including preli- 
minary inquiries with a view to commitment to the Assizes and 
Bench cases) were distributed as follows :— 












































Discharged Committed 
ae Con- 
Offences for want of on the to the 
! prosecution : victions, 
! or evidence. mefite: Assizes. 
Against the person... el 167 400 OL7 23 
Predial Larceny Me aes 5 24 | 127 a 
Other offences against property | 436 348 1,457 6 
Offences against Revenue, Mu- . 
nicipal, Road and other laws 
relating to the social econo- 
my of the Colony. ... 14 431 12,141 
Other offences ... 39 80 1,405 
Totals. Ge! eth 781 1,278 16,047 29 
The total number of persons prosecuted before the District 


Courts during the last five ycars was distributed as follows :— 














| ait | dtaseesy, |" propenty.« peveaua enue] 
i = | 

1910 1,323 206 1,935 12,035 15,499 

1911 1,398 174 2,368 12,273 16,213 

1912 1,456 297 2,022 | J4,152 17,957 

1913 1,468 198 | 1,681 14,274 17,62) 

191k 1,310 15) 1,506 14,057 11,354 
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The convictions (including committal to the Assizes) before the 
District Courts for the same period were as follows :— 








Offences Predial Other 
Year. against the Offences against | Other Offences. 
person. Larceny. property. 
1910 1,003 175 1,493 11,449 
1911 954 159 1,876 11,697 
1912 1,073 280 1,645 13,587 
19138 985 166 1,338 13,530 
1914 940 127 3,463 13,546 














There were 24 cases in which 26 persons were charged at the 


Assizes in 1914. 


convicted. In one case a nolle prosequi was entered. 

The following table shows the number of persons convicted at 
the Assizes during the last five years and the offences for which 
they were convicted. 








Of these 12 persons were acquitted and 13 were 
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1910 3 6 24) 3 8 1 
1911 1 2 | 49 2 
1912 1 6 2 2 1 
1913 2 1 7 6 
1914 wey 2 Pd esncea (cael weccen toe AA ASS: [se Sest{ ase 
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Tn 1914 twenty-three persons were tried at the Assizes for 
offences against the person as compared with 15 in 1913, the 
number convicted being 12 in 1914 and 10 in 1913. The number 
of persons tried at the Assizes for offences against property was 3 
in 1914 of whom | was convicted, as against 7 in 1918 of whom 
6 were convicted. 

Prisons and Reformatory. 


There was a decrease of 198 in the number of prisoners admitted 
to prison after conviction as compared with 1913, the figures being :— 


Males. Females. Total. 
1913... .., 3,580 194 3,774 
1914... 1, 3,454 122 3,576 


The number of prisoners under detention on the 81st of Decem- 
ber 1914 was 562 as compared with 778 on the corresponding date 
of the previous year. The daily average number under detention 
shows a decrease of 132.68 as compared with 1913, the daily 
average for the year being 590.73 as against 723.41 in 1913. 

The deaths in the Prisons numbered 8 as compared with 15 in 
1913. The daily average number under treatment in the Prison 
Hospitals was 22.21 in 1914 as compared with 26.91 in 1918: the 
prevailing diseases were malaria and dysentery. 

There were 18 escapes during the year as avainst 12 in 1913. 
Fifteen of the prisoners who escaped were recaptured, and in addition 
to these 3 prisoners who had escaped previous to the Ist. of 
January 191 were recaptured. 

The numbers admitted to the Reformatury in 1914 were 74 
new boys, 49 ex-Reformatory boys and 82 untried, a total of 155 as 
against 182 in 1913. There was an increase of 2.17 in the daily 
average as compared with 1913. 

Of the 123 boys who were admitted on conviction, 74 entered 
the Institution with sentences of 6 months or less, of whom 36 were 
sentenced to a month or less, and 21 of these to sentences of 7 days 
or less. 

No deaths occurred during the year. The general state of 
health of the boys was good. The admissions to hospital decreased 
by 66 as compared with the previous year. 

The discipline among the boys was satisfactory ; there were 
24, departmental offences as against 34 in 1913, the offences being 
committed by 17 boys. None of the offences were of aserious nature. 

There were 2 escapes during the year; both boys were recap- 
tured on the day of their escape. 

Short periods of sentence have been abolished by the Reforma- 
tory (Amendment) Ordinance, 1914. 
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VIL—VITAL STATISTICS. 


The total population of the Island on the 31st. December 
1914 is estimated in the Registrar General’s Annual Report at 
376,233, exclusive of the Dependencies (7,024). 


Births and Deaths. 


There were 14,024 births registered during the year. The law 
allows a delay of 45 days for free registration and the number of 
births which were not registered owing to death intervening before 
registration was 1,205. The total number of births was accordingly 
15,229, of which 7,520 were males and 7,709 females, giving a 
proportion of 40.8 infants born to 1,000 persons living. The deaths 
registered numbered 12,134, giving a proportion of 32.5 deaths to 
1,000 persons living. 


The birth rate amongst the general population was 38 per 
thousand as compared with 38.2 per thousand in 1913, and amongst 
the Indian population 42 per thousand as compared with 41.9 per 
thousand in 1918. The death rate amongst the general and Indian 
populations was 30.4 and 33.4 per thousand respectively, as against 
86.3 and 36.6 per thousand respectively in the previous year. 


Public Health, 


The general health conditions were not favourable during the 
year 1914. The number of patients treated at the public hospitals and 
dispensaries shows an increase over that recorded in 1913. From 
the returns of the Civil Status Officers the diseases that caused the 
largest number of deaths in 1914 were Malaria (3,914), Pneumonia 
(919), Tuberculosis (974) and Influenza (268), but it should be 
observed that a medical certificate is not required in all cases. The 
statistics from the public hospitals and dispensaries also shew that 
the rise in admissions was principally due to malaria and influenza, 
the admissions for those diseases being more numerous between 
March and August. 


There were 125 cases of plague registered during 1914, This 
is the lowest number in any year since the outbreak of the disease ; 
111 cases were fatal giving a death rate of 88.8%. In 1913 
there were 313 cases with 261 deaths, giving a death rate 
of 83.4%. 


The number of cases of enteric fever increased from 172 in 
1918 to 234 in 1914, The cases occurred principally in the districts 
of Plaines Wilhems, Port Louis and Moka, 
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Malaria. 


Malaria still causes more deaths than any other disease. 

The number of deaths ascribed to fever was 3,914, showing a 
decrease of 87 on that recorded in 1913; 2,925 cases were treated 
in the hospitals. The following ave the figures for the years 1910 
to 1914. 

Year ae 19:0 1911 1912 1913 1914 

Cases ke 2,338 2,117 2,554 2,546 2,925 

The case mortality was 1.77 % asagainst 1.84 % in 1913. The 
death rate for the whole Colony per thousand of the population 
was 10.4. 

The spleen census and the treatment of school-children with 
quinine, as well as the free house to house distribution of quinine, 
have been continued under the supervision of the Sanitary Wardens. 
The Sanitary Branch of the Department has carried out major 
anti-malarial works, at Riviére Séche and Riviére Francoise in Flacq 
district and at Riviére Citron, Vill2 Bague Canal, Ruisseau Sec, 
Riviére Terre Rouge, Le Hochet, Tombeau River and the Cocoterie 
Marshes in Pamplemousses district. 


Vaccination. 


The number of children presented for vaccination at the public 
vaccine stations was 12,537 as compared with 8,925 in 19138, Of 
this number 12,460 were certified by the Public Vaccinators to have 
been successfully vaccinated ; 54: vaccinations were unsuvcessful and 
in the remaining 28 cases the result of the operaticn could not be 
ascertained. The percentage of successful vaccinations was 99.3 % . 


V1II.—METEOROLOGICAL. 


Meteorological observations are taken at the Royal Alfred 
Observatory, Pamplemousses, and at nine second-order stations. 
The Observatory is about three miles from the West coast and is 
179 feet above sea level. There are considerable variations both in 
temperature and humidity in the different parts of the island, the 
coast districts being hotter and drier than the higher altitudes in the 
interior. Hurricanes occur between December and April, which is the 
hottest season. 

The mean rain-fall from 49 stations was 59.10 inches as 
compared with 75.83 inches in 1918 and an average of 74.94 inches, 
Heavy rains, relatively to the normal, fell in February and June. The 
rain-fall at the Observatory was below normal, being 43.12 inches 
as compared with a normal of 47.95 inches, and the number of 
“ rainy days ” recorded was 215 as compared with an average of 
204, a “ rainy day ” being ove in which .005 inch or more of rain 
was measured, 
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The mean temperature of the air at the Observatory was 73.°7 
as compared with an average of 73°.4, the highest temperature 
recorded being 89.°9 on the 10th of March, and the lowest 54° on 
the 23rd of July. The highest and lowest temperatures recorded at 
the Observatory between 1875 and 1914 were 94°.7 on the 28rd of 
December 1900), and 49°.9 on the 8th of August 1907. 

From February to September the temperature remained generally 
above normal, falling to below normal in the last quarter of the 
year. 
During the year 1914, there were, so far as is yet known, 
nine cyclonic disturbances in the Sonth Indian Ocean, as follows :— 


January 14 to 16 March 1 to 8 
. 21 to 26 i 16 to 24 
a 24 to 26 April 1 to 6 
5 27 to 30 May 12 to 26 


February 20 to 29 


IX.—POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH SERVICES. 


The total number of Post Offices open in 1914 was 63 of which 
56 were also Telegraph Offices. In the course of the year 2 Post Offices 
were closed leaving at the end of the year 61 Offices of which 46 
ave at Railway stations and 15 are in districts at a certain distance 
from the Railway system. 

The revenue for the year 1914 was Rs. 216,510 as compared 
with Rs. 238,154* in 1913. The expenditure was Rs 164,302 in 
1914 and Rs. 171,331* in 1913, leaving an excess of revenue over 
expenditure of Rs. 52,208 in 1914 and Rs. 61,824 in 1913. 

The total number of letters, post cards, newspapers and postal 
packets, exclusive of pareels, which passed through the Post Office 
in 1914 was approximately 3,764,086 as compared with 3,645,281* 
in 1913. There is an increase of 168,419 in newspapers, commercial 
papers and samples and a decrease of 49,614 in the number of 
letters, postcards, &c., as compared with the previous year. The 
number of reply coupons sold during the year was 493 and the 
number paid was 61. The number of postal parcels received and 
despatched decreased from 15,319 in 1913 to 10,900 in 1914. The 
number received from abroad decreased by 3,473 and the duty 
collected amounted to Rs. 33,136. 

The number of Inland money orders issued was 52,962 and 
their value Rs 569.595, being an inerease of 4,906 in number 
and of Rs. 82,170 in value as compared with the previous year. The 
number issued on other countries was 6,753 and their value was 





*The figures yiven in the Report fur 1913 have since been revised. The correct 
figures are now given. 
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Rs. 273,193 being a decrease of 1,704 in number and an increase 
of Rs. 26,460 in value as compared with the previous year. 

There were decreases of 549 in the number of postal orders sold 
and of 613 in the number paid. The decreases in value being 
Rs. 5,509 and Rs. 5,364 respectively. 

There are 405 miles of Telegraph and 109 miles of Telephone 
wires under the charge of the Department. The Railway has not a 
telegraphic system of its own and the ordinary messages for the 
working of the traffic and for the administration of the Department 
are transmitted over the Post Office wires. The number of Railway 
messages and signals transmitted in 1914 was 295,721. The number 
of messages sent by the public increased by 9,462 in 1914. Out of 
a total number of 415,423 messages forwarded, 54,187 were sent by 
the public as compared with 44,675 out of a total of 284,020 in 
1913. The receipts for the messages sent by the public amounted to 
Rs. 24,024, in which charges for porterage (Rs. 10,187) are 
included. 


X.—RAILWAYS. 


There is a single line of Railway of about 120 miles in length 
exclusive of the Bois Cheri Light Railway. The gauge is 4 feet 
82 inches. 

The earnings from all sources for the year amounted to 
Rs. 3,169,960 as compared with Rs. 2,914,020 in 1913 being an 
increase of 7.32%. Excluding Government tvaffie the earnings 
amounted to Rs. 2,888,918 being Rs, 230,151 more than in 1913. 
The services performed for Government Departments for whieh no 
cash payments were made would at ordinary rates have cost 
Rs. 281,042 of which Rs. 237,306 for passenger traffic, Rs. 35,786 
for goods traffic and Rs. 7,950 for pareels, representing 8.99 9% of 
the total traffic as peer with 8.75 % in 1913. 

The receipts for passenger traffic amounted to Rs. 1,273,350 
being higher than those of the preceding year by Rs. 24,649 and 
in excess of the mean for the last five years by Rs. 109,919. 

The following table shows the tonnage of goods traffic, ex- 
clusive of Government Sas ore aes carried in 1913 and 1914: 





1913 1914 Increase 


Sugar e 189,692 200,233 10,541 
General Merchandize we 171,068 183,112 | 12,044 








515,497 | 560,027 | 44,530 


Sugar Canes... | 184,781 176,682 | 21,945 
ca 
Total. : 
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The total tonnage carried was 575,112 tons or 7.94 °/, more 
in 1914 than in 1913. The aggregate earnings for goods traffic 
were Rs. 1,514,398 or 10.70 °/, above those of 1913. The earn- 
ings for sugar cane traffic were Rs. 164,227 or 92.30 cents of a 
yupee per ton carried, as compared with 74.42 cents in 1913. The 
earnings for sugar traffic were Rs. 807,746 or Rs. 4.03 per ton 
carried, as against Rs. 3.85 in 1913. The earnings for general 
merchandize were Rs. 539,599 or Rs. 2.72 per ton carried as against 
Rs. 2.76 in 1913, The total expenditure charged to capital account 
including all sums paid from general revenue, surplus balances or 
loans up to the 3lst. of December 1914 was Rs. 32,374,697* in 
which is included Rs. 2,308,777 advanced on account of the re- 
equipment of the Railways and which is eventually to be met from 
loan funds. The working expenses for 1914 amounted to 
Rs. 1,898,819. The ratio which working expenses bore to total 
earnings showed a decrease of 9.52 °/, as compared with 1913, 
the figures being 69.42 °/, and 59.90, °/, respectively. This 
large decrease in the working expenses is due to the establish- 
ment of a Materials and Stores Account to which is charged 
in the first instance the cost of all purchases of stores. As the 
stores are issued to works the items of the Estimates, under 
which provision is made for the works, are debited with the cost of 
the stores. The net earnings amounted to Rs. 1,271,141 or 3.92 °/, 
on the capital. 


A covered platform and an overbridge at Curepipe Station 
were completed. The passenger platform at Montagne Blanche 
was lengthened. A new station was built midway between Mid- 
lands and Fressanges to replace these two stations. A carriage 
shed was put up at Port Louis and the reconstruction of the Trou 
Fanfaron viaduct was commenced. 


Bots Chért 


There is a light railway of 2 feet 6 inches gauge running from 
Rivigre du Poste Station on the Savanne Branch of the Midland 
Line to Mexico. The length of the line is 10 miles. The total 
goods traffic carried in 1914 amounted to 19,593 tons of which 
17,518 tons were sugar cane as against a total traffic of 18,726 tons 
and 15,507 tons of sugar canein 1913. The actual working ex- 
penses for 1914 were Bs, 16,196, the earnings Rs. 12,664 and the 
work done for the Government Departments was valued at Rs. 818. 
The corresponding figures for the previous year were Rs. 15,578, 
Rs. 10,884 and Rs. 2, 775. 





* Figure subject to revision by the Treasury. 
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XIL—PUBLIC WORKS. 


The more important works undertaken by the Public Works 
Department during the year were in connection with the construction 
of the Victoria Hospital, Irrigation works at La Ferme, improve- 
ment of the shed accommodation at the Customs, Port Louis 
drainage, the reconstruction of Road bridges and the Mare aux 
‘Vacoas water works. 


Buildings. 


The Victoria Hospital with accommodation for 242 beds is 
being constructed near Quatre Bornes; the buildings form a long 
yectangle with an inner court, the wards being placed at right 
angles to the long side of the inner conrt. An administration 
block, operating room, maternity ward and wards for private 
patients are also provided. 

The Port Office coal shed has been converted into an export 
shed for sugar and another shed which will be used for the same 
purpose is being erected. A coal shed will be erected on another 
site, 

Bridges and Roads, 


The rebuilding of timber bridges in ferro-conecrete has been 
continued during the year. The Riviére-des-Anguilles bridge has 
been completed and 12 other smaller bridges have been rebuilt. 
Progress has been made in the improvement of roads by the use of 
the steam roller. 

Irrigation. 

The sites for reservoirs at La Ferme and La Nicoliére have 
been acquired. The dam for the La Ferme reservoir is in course 
of construction and the reservoir will be completed to its full 
capacity of 417 million cubic feet. Progress has heen made with 
the diversion weirs on the rivers Séche, Papayes and du Rempart, 
the feeder channels from the above weirs to La Ferme reservoir and 
the northern distribution channel from La Ferme reservoir. 


Mare aux Vacoas Water Works. 


The reservoir at Mare aux Vacoas, where the average annuak 
rainfall is 137 inches, has a catchment area of about 5 square miles. 
The top water level is 1,832 feet above the mean sea level and the 
reservoir has a maximum capacity of 570 millions of gallons. The 
water flows from the reservoir for 4,900 feet in an open conduit, 
which is being replaced by a covered concrete channel, and for a 
further distance of 7,700 feet is taken in a 16” cast iron pipe to the 
filtering establishment at “La Marie”, which is 1,645 feet above 
sea level. 
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At the filtering establishment there is a depositing reservoir 
with a capacity of 1,500,000 gallons and a covered service reservoir 
with a capacity of 500,000 gallons. Owing to the water being at 
times heavily charged with organic matter the “ Anderson process ” 
for the purification of water was installed and concrete partitions 
were erected in the depositing reservoir to improve the settlement 
of solids. Originally there were only 4 filter beds with a superficial 
area of 6,720 square feet, but 5 additional filter beds have since 
been constructed with a superficial area of 18,000 square feet and 
extra aerating trays have been added. 


The daily consumption of water exceeds 1,600,000 gallons 
and with the exception of the supply to the town of Curepipe, the 
water flows by gravitation to the lower districts. The supply for 
Curepipe is pumped by means of hydraulic rams to two reservoirs 
standing 368 feet above the filtering establishment, the motor 
being driven by water power from the 16” supply main. The 
increase in the population of Curepipe has necessitated additions to 
the pumping plant and to the service reservoirs. The concrete 
covered channel which is to replace the open conduit from the 
reservoir to the filter beds is nearing completion. An additional 
service reservoir at Curepipe has been constructed. 


Port Lowis Drainage Works, 


The Port Louis Drainage Works were begun in 1895, the 
sewers being designed on the separate system and the surface 
drainage being carried in the street gutters to the various streams 
which flow into the harbour. The town is divided for drainage 
purposes into four districts, three of which drain by gravitation 
sewers into separate collecting wells which are connected by means 
of syphon pipes to the pumping station near Candan Bassin. From 
there, the sewage is pumped through cast iron pipes for 7,000 feet 
to the sea outfall at the mouth of Grand River North West and is 
discharged in 10 feet of water at low tide, a thousand feet from the 
shore. The total length of sewers laid is 25.75 miles and 1,231 
properties have been connected. The amount expended on con- 
struction works in districts 2, 3 and 4 is Rs. 974,467 and on house 
services Rs. 615,519. 


XII—FORESTS. 


The area of forests, mountain and river reserves and Curatelle 
lands under the care of the Forest Department was about 84,964 
arpents of which about 68,602 arpents were Crown Lands, 10,122 
arpents Mountain Reserves, 6,000 arpents River Reserves and 240 
arpeuts Vacant Estates. 
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Forest Utilization, 


The improvement fellings in the Grand Bassin Forest were 
continued, yielding about 3,370 cubic feet of timber; 21,200 rail- 
way keys and 213,150 shingles were also manufactured from the 
off-fall of trees. Improvement fellings were also begun during the 
year in Crown Land Gouly fils and yielded 732 cubic feet of 
timber. 

For the supply of fuel to public establishments 1,800 cords of 
firewood were felled in Crown lands. 

Thinnings in forest plantations (chiefly Pines and Eucalyptus) 
yielded 1,760 cubic feet of timber, which was used for the 
construction of quarters for the Forestry staff and wood to the 
value of Rs. 1,708 which was sold. 

The cuttings of casuarina on the Pas Geometriques yielded 
fuel valued at Rs. 21,960 which was sold to the Jessees who replanted 
the areas cleared. 

In Mountain Reserves three owners were allowed, subject to 
an obligation to replant, to remove the dead and dying ties. 


Nurseries and Plantations. 


About 433 arpents of Crown Lands were artificially restocked 
with 485,410 plants at a total cost of Rs. 27,096, as compared 
with an area of 22+ arpents restocked with 318,850 plants in 1913. 
About Rs. 2,200 were realized from the sale {of plants raised in 
nurseries. 


XIII.~-DEPEN DENCIES. 


The Dependencies comprise a large number of small islands 
situated between 5° and 19°50’ South Latitude and 51° and 72° 30)’ 
East Longitude, of which the nearest is 230 miles, and the most 
remote about 1,200 miles distant from Mauritius. 

Rodrigues, the largest and most important, is administered by 
a resident Magistrate, has an area of 40 square miles, and had at 
the census of 1911 a population of 4,829 of whom 2,523 were 
males and 2,306 females. The total population showed as compared 
with 190i an increase of 1,667. 

The increase was almost entirely in the general population 
which numbered 4,667, or 1,567 more than in 1901. The Indo- 
Mawritian population numbered 102, other Indians 36, and Chinese 
24. The male agricultural population has increased considerably in 
the last 10 years and development is noticeable in the trade of the 
island. The Customs returns show that 72 cattle were sent to 
Mauritius in 1914 as against 92 in 1913. In 1914, 1,290 pigs, 
value Rs. 18,275, were sent to Mauritius as against 932, value 
Rs. 14,542, in 1913, and 3,249 goats and sheep, value Rs. 19,341 
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as against 4,216, value Rs. 24,518, in 1913. 238,505 kilos of salted 
fish were exported during 1914. The exports of tobacco shewed an 
increase of 21,420 kilos as compared with those of the previous 
year when 13,957 kilos were exported. 

At the Rodrigues branch of the Government Savings Bank, 
there was on the 30th of June 1914 a sum of Rs. 25,775 to the 
credit. of 70 depositors, as compared with Rs. 16,710 and 63 deposi- 
tors on the corresponding date of 1913. 

Most of the islands in the lesser Dependencies have been 
conceded or sold with the exception of a few Islands in the 
St. Brandon Group, and one near the great Chagos Bank, which 
are leased. The islands ate administered by two Magistrates who 
are resident in Mauritius and pay regular visits to the Dependencies. 
The chief exports from the Dependencies are coconut oil, coconuts, 
copra, guano and fish (dried and salted). 


J. MIDDLETON, 


June, 1915. 
Colonial Secretary. 
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LEEWARD ISLANDS. 


(For Report for 1913-14 see No. 841.) 


Tur Governor To THE SECRETARY oF STATE. 


Government House, 
29th December, 1915. 


Str, 


T have the honour to transmit herewith the Annual Report on the 
Blue Book of this Colony for the financial year 1914-15, compiled by 
the Colonial Secretary, Mr. T. A. V. Best. 


2. Although there was a small decrease of revenue as compared 
with the transactions of the preceding year, the general situation 
during 1914 was satisfactory. There was a considerable increase in 
the value of both imports and exports and in every Presidency trade 
showed a steady degree of expansion. Efforts were made to foster 
new industries and the prospects, in almost every direction, are 
encouraging. : 


3. As soon as possible after the outbreak of war the islands were 
organized for defence as far as circumstances permitted. A considerable 
amount of anxiety was felt so long as the enemy cruisers roamed in 
West Indian waters, but an excellent spirit prevailed among the 
members of the various defence forces, and it is certain that any 
attack on the islands would have been vigorously resisted. The 
Leeward Islands have contributed a serviceable contingent to the 
British West Indies Regiment, and every section of the population is 
anxious to assist the Mother country in every way possible. 


I have, &c., 


H. Hesxets Bett, 


Governor. 
The Right Honourable 
The Secretary of State 
for the Colonies. 


(C241) Wt. 45316/1003. 3.16. B& F.Ltd. Gp.11/2. 
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REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK OF THE LEEWARD ISLANDS 
FOR THE YEAR 1914-15. 


I.—FINANCIAL. 


The aggregate revenue of the various Presidencies constituting the 
Colony of the Leeward Islands during the financial year ended the 
31st March, 1915, was £169,327 1s. 44d., showing a decrease of 
£5,129 11s. 54d., in comparison with the revenue for the year 1913-14. 


The aggregate expenditure for the year 1914-15 (exclusive of that 
in respect of the Agricultural Department from Imperial grants-in-aid) 
was £189,370 6s. 6d., as against £171,128 1s. 2d. for the year 1913-14, 
showing an increase of £18,242 5s. 4d. 


The surplus of assets over liabilities on the 31st March, 1915, 
amounted to £65,471 4s., as compared with £84,282 1s. 24d. on the 
31st March, 1914, and was made up as follows :-— 


£8 Td, 

*Antigua .. ww. THD A 4 
St. Kitts-Nevis .. 33 .. 17,344 18 7 
Dominica .. kx ax .. 25,499 17 44 
Montserrat. . * me .. 14,465 18 34 
Virgin Islands... ae .. 2,414 15 44 
Total.. .. .. £65,471 4 0 


*Exclusive of a floating liability of £250 due to the Imperial Treasury 
for excess of grants made in 1907. 


The surplus of assets for the Island of Barbuda amounted to 
£2,473 18s. 83d. on the 31st March, 1915, as compared with 
£2,178 10s. 54d. at the close of the previous financial year. 


The public debt of the Colony, secured on the general revenues 
of the Presidencies, amounts to £261,450. ~ 


Munictpa.itigs. 


The Government of the City of Saint John, Antigua, is vested in 
five Commissioners, under the control of the Governor in Executive 
Council. Two of the Commissioners must be persons not holding any 
office of emolument under the Crown. 


There is also a Town Committee in Basseterre, St. Kitts, and a Town 
Board in Roseau, Dominica. 
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IL—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


The total value of imports for the Colony of the Leeward Islands for 
the year 1914, exclusive of internal trade between the Presidencies, 
amounted to £603,565, as against £563,858 in 1913, being an increase 
of £39,707. 

The total value of the exports, exclusive of internal trade, was 
£605,273, as against £577,256 in 1913, showing an increase of £28,017. 

The following tables exhibit the value of the imports and exports, 
exclusive of internal trade :— 























: St. Kitts. | a Mont- Virgin 
Antigua. | ~ Nevis, | Dominica.| gerrat, Telacds. Total. 
e | ¢£ | s | ¢ £ 


Imports ; 165,226 199,976 | 195,593 33,831 8,939 603,565 
Exports | 162,388 | 165,007, | 280,923 32,827 | 6,728 605,273 





Imports. 

The following table exhibits the value of the imports for each of 
the last two years, distinguishing the countries whence the imports 
came, and showing the increase or decrease in 1914, as compared with 
1913 -— 











Country whence | Increase Decrease 
Imported. 191s: 1914 “ol, | 1914. 
| 1 1 
£ ) gee! gi) eee 
United Kingdom ..| 222,506 | 232,583 | 10,077 | = — 
British Colonies. . ..| 123,036 | 150,594 27,558 | — 
United States of America, 181,381 174,787 | — 6,594 
Other Foreign Countries| 36,935 | 45,601 8,666 — 
| i | 
| | 











Total .. £ 563,858 | 603,565 | 46,301 6,594 





Exports. 

The value of the exports during each of the last two years, 
distinguishing the countries to which the exports were sent, and 
showing the increase or decrease in 1914, as compared with 1913, 
is shown in the following table :— 











Countries to Increase | Decrease 
which exported. rae 1918: 1914. 1914, 
£ 2 | &£ £ 
United Kingdom «.| 229,585 245,531 | 15,946 = 
British Colonies ..| 185,672 200,585 14,913 _— 
United States 
of America 79,783 125,518 45,735 — 
Other Foreign 
Countries 7,130 33,639 26,509 _ 
Total .. --| 502,170 605,273 103,103 — 
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The value of the trade between the Presidencies for the years 1913 
and 1914 was as under :— 


Year. Value. 

1913 ae He i i4 £45,833 

1914 aN ae ae ate £35,879 
Sugar. 


The quantity of sugar exported from each Presidency during the 
year is shown below :— 


‘ Tons. 
Antigua a, ay aa a 15,345 
St. Kitts-Nevis 6 =u tye 9,789 
Montserrat. a ie re 30 

Total = eh a 25,164 


Cotton. 


The following is a return of cotton exported from the Presidencies 
of Antigua (including Barbuda), St. Kitts-Nevis (including Anguilla), 
Montserrat, and the Virgin Islands during the year. 





Quantity. Value. 
lbs. Eon 850: 
Antigua .. aie te a 164,740 8,574 5 10 
St. Kitts-Nevis. . oy Se 775,713 48,482 1 3 
Montserrat ee ee oe 181,137 12,047 2 1 
Virgin Islands .. a ie 31,164 1,973 6 0 
Total a .. 1,152,754 71,076 15 2 





Manuractures, Minus, AND FIsHERIEs. 


Sugar is the principal manufacture in the Presidencies of Antigua 
and St. Kitts-Nevis. In St. Kitts the distilling of rum is of some 
importance. 


The staple in Dominica and Montserrat is lime juice. The production 
of citrate of lime in those islands is being developed. There is a sulphur 
mine at Soufriere, in Dominica, but it is not worked at present. 
Phosphate of lime is found in Barbuda, and phosphate of alumina in 
Redonda. 


There is no recognised fishing industry in the Colony. Fish are 
caught for local consumption only, except in the Virgin Islands, whence 
large quantities are exported to the neighbouring Danish island of 
St. Thomas. 


Lanp Grants aND GENERAL VALUE oF Lanp. 


The value of land in the Colony varies in accordance with its 
suitability for the cultivation of sugar-cane or other products. In 
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Dominica Crown lands can be purchased at 10s. an acre. In Antigua 
and St. Kitts the value of good cane-growing land varies from £4 to 
£8 an acre. 


In Antigua there are over 2,000 acres of Crown land at Piccadilly, 
Red Hill, and the Ridge, on which there is much valuable timber. 
In the event of the erection of a sugar factory in that district, favourable 
sections of these lands will doubtless be taken up for the cultivation 
of sugar-cane. 


Surprine. 


Comparing the figures with those for the year 1913 there was an 
increase of 557,446 tons in vessels entered and cleared at the various 
ports of the Colony during the year 1914. 


The following table shows the total tonnage of vessels entered and 
cleared in each Presidency during the year, including both steam and 
sailing vessels :— 


1914. 

Tons. 
Antigua .. ie a se opt 833,564 
St. Kitts-Nevis. . a ee oe 754,356 
Dominica a eve ie ar 650,144 
Montserrat _ ys ne ec 350,577 
Virgin Islands .. ~ aH Be 14,625 


: 2,603,266 


*AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES DURING 1914. 
Sugar Industry. 


In Antigua the rainfall during the year 1913-14 was, on the whole, 
moderately favourable, and resulted in fair crops being reaped in 
many localities. 


In St. Kitts less favourable weather was experienced, the rainfall 
being everywhere decidedly below the average. 


The exports of sugar for the year from Antigua amounted to a total 
of 15,433 tons, of which 11,432 tons were vacuum pan sugar and 
4,001 tons muscovado. 


Of the total exports of crystal sugar from Antigua 9,131 tons were 
produced at Gunthorpe’s Factory in the form of grey crystal sugar. 


The canes handled were of only fair quality, containing a relatively 
large amount of fibre; this accounts for the comparatively low 
extraction of sugar per cent. on the cane, which amounted to 11:00 
per cent. 


During the crop of 1914, 2,924 tons of peasant canes were purchased 
by Gunthorpe’s Factory. 





* By H. A. Tempany, Esq., D.Sc., F.1.C., F.C.S., Supt. of Agriculture, 
Leeward Islands. 
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From St. Kitts the total exports amounted to 9,946 tons, of which 
6,132 tons were crystals and 3,814 tons muscovado. 


The Basseterre Sugar Factory in St. Kitts continued operations 
during the year, the quality of the factory work being well maintained. 
Owing to the limited area frum which the cane supply is derived, it has 
never. up to the present, been possible for the factory to work up to 
the full limit of its capacity, which is estimated to be equal to a crop 
of 10,000 tons of sugar. During the year important extensions of the 
factory railway line have been carried out which will bring the produce 
of several large estates on the Windward coast to the factory, and, it 
is hoped, will enable the undertaking in future years to work somewhere 
in the region of its full capacity. 


During the earlier part of the year sugar prices ranged round the 
low value to which they had declined during 1913, but on the outbreak 
of the war at the commencement of August a sharp recovery took 
place, owing to the withdrawal from the market of German and 
Austrian supplies of beet sugar; as a result the small amounts of 
sugar remaining unsold in the Colony at that time realised decidedly 
remunerative prices. Since then the prospect of the existence of 
favourable market conditions for some time to come has done much 
to improve the outlook of the industry. 


Cotton Industry. 


More than any other the Sea Island cotton industry has been 
adversely affected by the War. The consumption of the yarns spun 
from lints of this character, lying as it does largely in Belgium and 
the districts of Northern France at present occupied by the hostile 
Powers, has fallen practically to zero for the time being, except in 
so far as sales are effected with a view to increasing spinners’ 
stocks. 


In these circumstances a very serious blow threatened the prosperity 
of Montserrat, Nevis, the Virgin Islands, Anguilla, and Barbuda, 
which are dependent on the cultivation of cotton for their staple 
industry, while at the same time in St. Kitts and Antigua also, where 
the growth of the crop constitutes a secondary industry of considerable 
importance, the situation was calculated to give grounds for grave 
apprehension. 


At the time of the outbreak of the War a certain amount of the 
previous season’s crop had still not been sold, and to the problem of 
disposing of the new season’s crop was added that of marketing these 
unsold remnants. In order to ease the situation arrangements were 
concluded by the British Cotton Growing Association whereby growers 
were enabled to continue to draw against unsold cotton at rates 
somewhat lower than those previously in force, while the Fine Spinners’ 
Association continued to buy in small lots from time to time for the 
purpose of adding to stocks in hand with the object of assisting planters 
and also of providing occupation for their mills and workpeople. 
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After reaping, much of the crop was held in the West Indies for 
some months owing to lack of shipping facilities and apprehension on 
the part of owners that heavy losses might be encountered on account 
of warehouse charges on unsold cotton. By March 31st, however, 
the bulk of the crop had been shipped. 


During December and January a representative of the Fine Spinners 
and Doublers’ Association, Mr. J. L. Fonda, visited the principal 
cotton-producing centres of the Colony and held conferences with the 
principal growers at each place in the course of which the position 
and outlook of the industry were fully discussed. Subsequently the 
Fine Spinners’ Association, acting in co-operation with the British 
Cotton Growing Association, agreed to purchase the whole of the crop 
during the season 1915-16 at fixed minimum prices for cotton of 
satisfactory quality. As the result of this action a greatly increased 
prospect of stability has been given to the position of the industry, 
and the outlook in many of the islands materially improved. 


The exports of cotton for the year 1913—14 amounted to 1,221,494 lbs. 


In the majority of cases the growing season for the crop of 1914-15 
was moderately favourable, but, owing to the uncertainty of market 
conditions, appreciable reductions in the area planted were seen in 
districts where planting took place after the outbreak of hostilities. 


While the usual attacks of pests and diseases were encountered these 
were for the most part dealt with according to prescribed methods and 
no great amount of damage was in consequence recorded. 


Lime Industry. 


In Dominica the lime crop amounted to 388,011 barrels. The total 
exports were valued at £187,031. 


In Montserrat the lime industry has continued to suffer from the 
attacks of pests and diseases. Investigations in relation to these 
have been continued during the year. It is now tolerably clear that 
the trouble experienced is not due to one single cause but to a com- 
bination of factors combined with a series of unfavourable seasons. 


Exports of lime products from Montserrat were valued at £14,751. 


Cacao. 


The exports of cacao from Dominica during 1914 amounted to 
8,874 cwts. ; this represents a decline of 686 cwts. as compared with 
the previous year. 


In St. Kitts the small plantations at Molineux have continued to 
yield fair returns but elsewhere little attention has been devoted to 
the crop. On the whole there is little doubt that the total amount of 
land in the Colony suited to cacao cultivation is decidedly limited. 
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Coconuts. 


In Nevis the pioneer plantation at Pinneys has continued to improve. 
The total area of the plantation is 200 acres of which about 100 are 
in bearing at the present time. During the year over 112,000 nuts 
were reaped from the plantation, while exports were valued at £410. 
The success of this venture has led to arrangements being concluded 
for planting considerable additional areas. 


From Dominica 554,549 nuts were exported during the year. 


In Antigua interest in the crop has been well maintained and con- 
siderable further plantations have been effected. In Barbuda about 
80 acres have now been planted in coconuts by the Government. 


In the Virgin Islands the work of planting up the coconut plantation 
demonstration plots adjoining the Experiment Station has been 
proceeded with and further extensions were effected during the year. 
The established areas are growing well. Considerable tracts of land 
exist in these islands which are eminently suited for development in 
coconuts, and in this direction there is little doubt that profitable 
expansion to a considerable degree is capable of being effected. 


Onions. 


An important feature of the agricultural work of the year has been 
the efforts made to develop the co-operative packing and marketing 
of onions in Antigua. The Antigua Onion Growers’ Association, to 
which reference was made in the annual Colonial Report for 1913-14, 
has continued operations on extended lines during the year under 
review with markedly successful results. 


The West Indian onion crop matures during the months of January, 
February, and March, at which time onions from other sources are 
difficult to obtain, and an almost unlimited demand exists for produce 
of good quality. 

Maize. 


Considerable further efforts were made during the year under review 
to foster the production of maize in the Colony; for the present these 
efforts have been mainly confined to Antigua although their effect 
has been already felt in other Presidencies to some extent. 


As the upshot of experiments conducted during the year the Govern- 
ment of Antigua decided that the kiln drying, purchase, and sale of 
corn, together with the manufacture of cornmeal, should be undertaken 
on a commercial basis with the idea of fostering the development of 
the industry. 


The effect of these efforts is already being seen in the shape of 
decreased imports of maize; apart from the local markets there 
appears to be considerable openings for trade in maize with other 
West Indian Colonies, while it is hoped that developments may 
eventually permit of a successful export trade being developed with 
America and England. 
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The existence of war conditions and the consequent uncertainty as 
to how far supplies of foodstuffs from outside sources could be relied 
on gave a considerable stimulus to the cultivation of sweet potatoes 
and other provision crops during the year. 


The cultivation of vanilla has continued to attract attention in 
Dominica and Nevis; once the difficulty of curing is overcome there 
appears to be opening for the cultivation of this prodact in favourable 
situations. : 


Attempts to develop the cultivation of bay trees for the production 
of bay oil have continued to attract attention in Montserrat especially, 
where systematic experiments in this direction have been conducted 
by the Agricultural Department for some years past. 


Small quantities of papain and arrowroot have continued to be 
exported from Montserrat also, while in Antigua attention has been 
directed to the possibilities contained in the growing of vegetables 
for the Canadian market during the winter months, and a number of 
small experimental commercial shipments have been made to 
ascertain how far success is likely to attend such ventures. 





11].—LEGISLATION. 


Eleven Federal Acts and 36 Presidential Ordinances were passed 
during the year. 


Of the Federal Acts, No. 5 consolidates the pension law of the 
Colony and No. 6 the laws relating to juries. Nos. 9 and 10 were the 
outcome of the War; the former created the offence of trading with 
the enemy and the latter provided for the issue of Government currency 
notes, but has not, so far, been brought into force by proclamation. 
Nos. 3, 7, and 8 were Acts to promote the revision of the Federal Acts, 
of which two volumes, revising the Acts from 1871 to 1888, have now 
appeared under the able editorship of Sir Frederic Maxwell, Kt., the 
Chief Justice of the Colony. 


IV.—EDUCATION. 


The number of children on the registers of the Government and 
grant-aided schools in the Colony during the year 1914-15 was 23,658, 
as against 26,514 in the year 1913-14. The average daily attendance 
was 11,258, or 47 per cent., as against 13,281, or 50 per cent., for 
the previous year. 


The cost of elementary education was £8,165, of which £7,904 formed 
the Government grant. 
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St. John’s Training School. 


There is one industrial school in the Colony, viz., the St. John’s 
Training School in Antigua, established under the provisions of the 
Leeward Islands Act, No. 4, of 1891, for the reformation, education, 
and training of persons under 18 years of age. The number of boys 
in the school on the 1st April, 1914, was 70. 


The health of the school was very satisfactory. The boys were 
employed, as in former years, in agricultural and garden work, in 
addition to the various duties concerned with the indoor department 
of the school. 


A practical effort has been made to fit the boys for a good start in 
life when they leave the school. A number of the most promising are 
now apprenticed to responsible craftsmen in St. John’s, while still 
remaining inmates of the school. They receive a small wage, which 
is put to their credit and forms a fund to provide them with an outfit. 





V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


In the year 1914, 3,713 patients, as against 3,827 for the previous 
year, were admitted into the hospitals of the Colony. There were 
266 deaths, as against 354 for 1913. 


There is a central lunatic asylum in Antigua. On the lst January, 
1914, there were 128 inmates. 


There are two leper asylums in the Colony; one at Rat Toland i in 
Antigua, and the other at Fort Charles in St. Kitts. 


In Antigua there were 39 lepers at the beginning of the year. 


The number of inmates in the Antigua poor-house on the Ist January, 
1914, was 101. 


The approximate number of persons who received outdoor relief in 
the Colony during 1914,was as follows :—Antigua, 400 ; St. Kitts, 1,000; 
Nevis, 600; Dominica, 155; Montserrat, 98; and the Virgin 
Islands, 60. : 


The Alexandra Cottage Home for Incurables, Dominica, which is 
supported partly by voluntary contributions, maintained on an average 
10 paupers. 


The number of depositors in the Savings Bank on the 31st March, 
1915, was 4,160, and the amounts at their credit £104,891; £41,344 
was deposited and £37,917 withdrawn during the year. 


The total amount of invested funds is £105,115. 
The revenue amounted to £3,606 and the expenditure to £3,110. 
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VI.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


The total number of persons in the Colony committed to prison 
during the year 1914 was 1,004 (527 males, 450 females, and 
27 juveniles). 


The number of committals in Antigua was 241, as against 221 
in 1913. 

Nineteen prisoners were transferred from the other Presidencies to 
the Central Prison, Antigua. 


The following table gives the total number of offences reported during 
the year, together with the convictions and acquittals :— 


Offences 
reported. Convicted. Acquitted. 
13,432 6,338 7,022 


4,281 cases were reported to the police, while 13,432 persons were 
brought before the magistrates. The number of summary convictions 
was 6,338. 


The number of convictions in the Superior Courts was 58, 7,008 
persons were acquitted in the Inferior Courts, and 14 in the Superior 
Courts. 


VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 


The total population of the Colony according to the census of 1911 
was 127,193. 


METEOROLOGICAL. 
The average rainfall in Antigua from January to December, 1914, 
on 72 stations, was 36°86 inches. ‘ 


The average rainfall for the 41 years 1874 to 1914 was 44°25 inches, 
so that the precipitation for the year under review was 7:39 inches 
below the average. 


The highest rainfall recorded was in 1889, when there were 
73°59 inches, and the lowest in 1875, with 28°78 inches. 


The highest maximum temperature was 91°, on 27th October and 
8th November. 


The lowest minimum temperature was 66°, on 7th January. 


Three shocks of earthquake were recorded, viz. on the 10th and 
15th October and 13th December. 
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VIII.—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


British and foreign mails are conveyed by steamers of the Royal 
Mail Steam Packet Company and the Quebec Steamship Company. 


The mails are conveyed between Tortola and St. Thomas and 
between Tortola and Virgin Gorda by a sloop belonging to the 
Government, and by private boats, as follows:—From Tortola to 
St. Thomas about four times a week, and from Tortola to Virgin 
Gorda about six times a month. 


There is a daily mail service by motor boat between St. Kitts and 
Nevis, and a fortnightly mail service by sailing boat between St. 
Kitts and Anguilla. A sloop is also"subsidized by the Government 
of Montserrat to take mails and passengers between that Presidency, 
Antigua, and St. Kitts. 


Antigua, St. Kitts, and Dominica are in telegraphic communication 
with each other, the other West Indian Colonies, Europe, and America 
by the cables of the West India and Panama Telegraph Company. 
There is no communication by telegraph with either Montserrat or the 
Virgin Islands. Messages can, however, be sent to Montserrat by 
flashlight via Antigua. St. Kitts is in heliograph communication 
with Nevis. A considerable reduction was made by the Company 
in the rates charged for messages. The reduced rates came into force 
on the Ist October, 1914. 


Telephone services have been established in Antigua, St. Kitts, and 
Dominica. A telephone service is now being established in Montserrat. 


The following statement shows the volume of the transactions of 
the Colony in postal matter during the year :— 


Letters and Cards received and sent .. .. 881,265 
Books and Papers received and sent .. .. 250,218 
Parcels received and sent Pe 32) i 17,443 


The total value of money and postal orders issued in the Colony 
was £31,620 13s. 9}d., as against £24,172 1s. 11d. in 1913, and the 
total value of the orders paid was £28,078 lls. 8d., as against 
£27,078 in the previous year. 


The net profit on the working of the Post Offices of the Colony was 
£6,708 18s. 74d., as against £4,159 10s. 9d. in 1913. 


In Antigua there are 195 telephone instruments in use, and 320 
miles of wire; in St. Kitts-Nevis, 189 instruments and 411 miles of 
wire; and in Dominica, 158 instruments and 305 miles of wire. 


GENERAL. 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 


The news of the outbreak of war and the various measures 
which had been prepared for such an emergency were received 
throughout the Colony with calmness and the loyal co-operation of 
all classes. Martial law was proclaimed immediately, but very little 
action had to be taken under it, beyond fixing the prices of food in 
some of the Presidencies. 
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On the Ist June, 1914, communication by flashlight was opened 
between Antigua and Montserrat and has continued working with 
very few interruptions ever since. 


At the end of the year the rate of postage between the Colony 
and the United States of America was reduced from 24d. to 1d. an 
ounce. 

Crvit EsTaBLISHMENT. 


His Excellency Sir H. Hesketh Bell, K.C.M.G., was absent from the 
Colony on leave of absence from the 9th May to the 27th September, 
1914, during which time the Honourable T. A. V. Best, the Colonial 
Secretary, administered the Government of the Colony ; the Honour- 
able W. D. Auchinleck, I.8.0., the Auditor-General, acting as Colonial 
Secretary ; and Mr. J. D. Wall, Chief Audit Clerk as Auditor-General. 
Mr. Auchinleck also acted as Colonial Secretary while Mr. Best was on 
leave of absence from October to January. Mr. H. L. Humphrys, 
Chief Audit Clerk, succeeded to Mr. Wall’s post on his appointment 
in December as Auditor-General of Tonga. 


His Honour Sir F. M. Maxwell, the Chief Justice, was absent from 
the Colony on leave of absence from the 23rd November, 1914, to the 
4th June, 1915, during which time His Honour F. H. Parker, 1st 
Puisne Judge, acted as Chief Justice. 


In January, 1915, His Honour E. R. Drayton, C.M.G., retired from 
the post of Administrator of Dominica and was succeeded by Arthur 
W. Mahaffy, Esquire, formerly Assistant to the High Commissioner 
of the Western Pacific. 


ANTIGUA. 


The revenue of the Presidency for 1914-15 was £53,516 18s. 0d., 
exceeding the estimates by £38 and the revenue for the preceding year 
by £1,300. 

The expenditure was £54,849 6s. 6d. or £649 more than had been 
estimated. This was £3,826 more than had been spent in 1913-14. 
The increase was mainly due to military expenditure and a gift of 
£1,000 to the Order of St. John of Jerusalem. 


In April, 1914, experiments were begun to ascertain whether maize 
grown and dried in Antigua would keep as well as imported maize. 
A Government corn dryer and sheller were erected and samples tested 
in various ways, resulting in the conclusion that local corn properly 
dried and stored in bins is better than imported corn and can be sold. 
at a lower price. 


Thanks to the generosity of the Rockefeller Foundation a thorough 
investigation into the prevalence and effects of Ankylostomiasis in 
Antigua was made by Dr. Eric S. Marshall. It was found that in 
certain districts a large percentage of the population were suffering 
from hookworm, resulting in much sickness and consequent loss both 
to the labourer and the planter. 
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*St. KITTS-NEVIS. 


The revenue for 1914-15 was £50,337, showing a decrease of £3,543, 
as compared with £53,880, of the previous year (1913-14). 


The expenditure was £62,109, an increase of £7,049, as compared 
with the previous year. 


The surplus funds of the Presidency on 31st March, 1915, were 
£17,345, against £29,117, in March, 1914. The reduction was mainly 
caused by a gift to the National Relicf Fund of £5,000, and an expen- 
“diture of close on £3,000, for local defence during the War. 


The total imports in 1915 were £201,277 as compared with £200,036 
in 1914. ; 


The exports were £173,754, a decrease of £29,872 as compared with 
1914. 


The decrease of the sugar crop owing to a long and continuous 
drought is the cause of this decrease of exports. 


The total estimated population is 44,680, showing an estimated 
increase of 1,377 since the Census of 1911. 1,230 deaths were registered. 
Infantile mortality under one year accounted for 559 deaths. 


The total number of patients treated at the hospital during the year 
was 834. Out of this total there were 72 deaths. 


In the Yaws Hospital the total number treated was 177; all were 
discharged as cured. Treatment has had to be suspended and the 
ward closed for a time; as salvarsan, being a German preparation, was 
not procurable. 


The general health of the population has been good. The people 
continue to be law abiding and loyal. 





+DOMINICA. 


The revenue for 1914-15 was £48,895, being an increase of £753 over 
1913-14. The expenditure was £53,454, an increase of £5,972. 


The lime crop for 1914 amounted to 388,011 barrels, or 3,196 below 
the record crop of 1913. 


The fact that the output has been practically maintained is due to 
the new areas of cultivation which annually come into bearing. 


Reference has been made in previous reports to the beneficial action 
of fungus parasites in controlling scale insects under normal climatic 
conditions. That a lime industry is possible in Dominica is largely due 
to the work of these parasites. 





*By His Honour Capt. A. Roger, I.S.0., Acting Administrator of 
St. Kitts-Nevis. 
7 By Joseph Jones, Esq., Curator, Dominica. 
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The situation in regard to other pests and diseases is a less happy one. 
Root diseases are causing some anxiety, and their control will call for 
considerable effort on the part of planters. Mistletoe is rampant in 
certain districts, considerable damage being caused thereby. The 
love vine, another dangerous parasite, once scarcely known, is now 
reported to be appearing in new localities. 


Considering the excellent prices realised by lime products for several 
years past it is unfortunate that cultivation on a large number of 
estates continues to remain in a poor condition, little or no attention 
being paid to the all-important question of manuring. 


The exports of lime products during 1914 were as follows :— 


Product. Quantity. Value. 
= 

Concentrated lime juice .. as 148,179 gls. 68,754 
Raw lime juice .. a ed 379,875 ,, 25,753 
Raw juice cordial a5 a. 4,966 ,, 564 
Green limes af he ee 45,283 barrels 43,237 
Pickled limes ois oe 4 572, 572 
Citrate of lime .. ae Be 5,191 cwt. 38,013 
Essential oil of limes ee ee 3,984 gls. 4,176 
Otto of limes ne ane ss 1,619 ,, 5,962 


£187,031 
The increase in values over the crop of 1913 amounted to £44,369. 


Cacao. 


The decline in the export of cacao is shown in the following table :— 


Year. Quantity. 
cwt. 
wlio. 2 fe oe. ALL 
1911 Be ie .. 10,055 
1912 one eS, ‘3 3 11,877 
1913." i, Ei a ae 9,560 
1914 ae sh PA os 8,874 


On the collapse of the sugar industry in the ’eighties of the last 
century, cacao was for a few years the leading export of the island, 
at which time it assisted in tiding the Colony over a period of great 
depression. 


Concurrently with the development of the lime industry, the export 
of cacao also made slow headway for a number of years, but it is now 
realised that, owing to the concentration of capital and energy in 
extending lime cultivation, interest in cacao is becoming less each 
year. 
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*MONTSERRAT. 


The prosperity of Montserrat continued during the financial year 
ended the 3lst March, 1915, which closed with a surplus of assets 
amounting to £14,466. 


The revenue was £11,674 and exceeded the estimates by £879. 
This increase is accounted for under Head 5—Sale of Postage Stamps. 
As compared with the previous year, the receipts of 1914-15 decreased 
by £1,207, chiefly in customs, licences, excise, and post office, due to 
the absence of shipping facilities and general depression of trade owing 
to the War. 


The expenditure—the highest on record—was £13,403, and exceeded 
the estimate of £10,479 by £2,924. 


The ‘items of expenditure which call for special comment are 
chiefly of a non-recurrent nature :—£376 for Military Expenditure ; 
£1,256 Contributions to War Fund; £314 for the inauguration and 
maintenance of a Flash-Light Service between Montserrat and 
Antigua ; and £947 in advancing the Town of Plymouth Improvement 
Scheme. The total value of the imports for 1914 was £37,903 and 
the exports £37,336, making the total trade of the Presidency £75,239, 
an increase of £1,068 over the previous year. The increase would 
have been larger had the usual facilities been available for shipping 
produce before the close of the year. 


The direction of trade is shown by the following returns of imports 
and exports :— 


Rerurn or Imports anp Exports, 1914. 


Imports. 
United Kingdom .. r Pa .. 385 per cent. 
British North America .. 5 .. 24 x; 
United States of America od .. 205 my 
Other places 34 te 26 oe, 20% _ 
Exports. 
United Kingdom... ..  .. —... 70h per cent. 
British North America ee .. OF > 
United States of America a Wile aes 3 
Other places 3s a be si ae ” 


The health of the Presidency during the year was as usual very good. 
The number of births was 397 as against 364 in 1913. The number of 
deaths was 133 as against 216 in 1913. The birth-rate was 32°50 and 
the death-rate 12°53 per 1,000. 





* By His Honour T. L. H. Jarvis, Acting Commissioner of Montserrat. 
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*AGRICULTURE. 


The conditions prevailing in 1914 and the early part of 1915, resulted 
in fairly satisfactory crops of agricultural produce being obtained. 


The cotton crop, in which the chief interest is centred, amounted 
to 382,522 lbs. of lint, of an estimated value of £22,000. This is the 
second largest output from the island since the reintroduction of this 
industry in 1903, and a return of 162 lbs. of lint per acre on an area 
of 2,350 acres is the third best average so far obtained. It may be 
stated that the record crop for the island, produced in the season 
1910-11 was at the rate of 196 lbs. of lint per acre, compared with the 
smallest return obtained in 1908-09 of 99 lbs. of lint, the average 
output for the last twelve years being 135 lbs. of lint per acre. 


April (1914) plantings fared better and yielded larger crops than the 
areas planted in the month of May, the latter suffering appreciably 
from the marked falling off in the rainfall in the month of August, 
substantiating the remarks in last year’s Report that the manner of 
the precipitation of the rainfall for four months from the date of 
planting is the chief determining factor in the production of a good 
cotton crop. 


Owing to the depressed state of the cotton market, subsequent to 
the outbreak of war, the bulk of the 1914-15 crop was not disposed of 
until late in 1915 at prices ranging from Is. 2d. to 1s. 34d. per pound 
of lint, which, in the circumstances, growers consider to be fairly 
satisfactory. 


Jn connexion with the relation of the environment to the quality 
of cotton produced, experiments conducted during the year, both 
.with high priced St. Vincent and St. Kitts types of cotton, have shown 
that when grown alongside local strains of cotton, the former regress 
to the mean in value of the local types. Observations during the year 
have also shown that the cotton stainer as a cotton pest is deserving 
of a good deal more attention than it has hitherto received. 


The actual exports of lime products in the calendar year 1914 might 
be considered to be satisfactory, but owing to the circumstances 
explained in last year’s Report of a considerable shipment of the 1913 
crop in 1914, it is necessary to compare the output over the last two 
years, in relation to the average output for the years previous. 
The exports of 1913 reduced to raw juice produced were 96,118 
gallons and in 1914, 217,355 gallons, giving an average for the 
two years of 156,736 gallons as against an average output for the 
previous eight years of 236,362 gallons. The serious falling off in the 
-production is thus shown. This is not due to short crops being 
obtained from healthy fields, but to the actual decline and death of 
trees, due to disease, over large areas. Curious to relate, the estimated 
value placed on the exports in 1914, due to the inflated prices ruling 
for lime products, exceeds that of any year in the history of the 
industry. 





* By W. Robson, Esq., Curator, Montserrat. 
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A considerable impetus has been given to the cultivation of sugar- 
cane on account of the changes brought about by the war, and it is 
estimated that an additional 500 acres have been planted for the 
1916 crop. 


The year 1914 is the first in which the bay tree (Pimenta acris) has 
been planted to an appreciable extent. Twenty thousand plants 
were distributed from the Experiment Station and this is sufficient 
to plant about 25 acres. : 


The production of the drug papain has been well maintained and a 
demand for larger supplies of the Montserrat product promises to 
increase the volume of exports in the near future. 


Owing to the uncertain future of a remunerative market for Sea 
Island cotton, planters late in 1914 were obliged to turn attention to 
new crops in view of a curtailment of the area incotton. Consequently 
preliminary trials in the cultivation of maize have been made on a 
fairly extensive scale and the crop has been disposed of to neighbouring 
islands with satisfactory results. Other crops that, are under con- 
sideration and trial are various peas and beans. Though the situation 
was somewhat relieved later, by the guarantee of a minimum price 
of 1s. 2d. per pound for the 1915-16 crop of cotton, it is a healthy sign 
that planters are willing to continue trials with alternative crops. 


*VIRGIN ISLANDS. 
FINANCIAL. 


During the year under review the revenue of the Virgin Islands was 
£4,903, being a decrease of £2,432 on that of the previous year and a 
decrease of £2,153 on the estimated revenue of 1914-15. 


This decrease in revenue is accounted for by (a) a diminution in the 
sale of postage stamps, and (0) a diminution in the amount of cotton 
sold, together with the confiscation of a part of this produce at Hamburg 
at the opening of the European war. 


The decrease under both these heads is undoubtedly due to the 
existing state of war in Europe and hence may be regarded as 
temporary. 


The expenditure for 1914-15 amounted to £5,554, being a 
decrease of £482 on the previous year’s expenditure and a decrease 
of £1,190 on the estimated expenditure for the year. Thus the result 
of the year’s transactions closed with a deficit of £651, which, however, 
is offset by the fact that produce of 1914-15 to the value of £1,000 
remained unsold in England at the close of the financial year. 





* By His Honour Dr. T. L. E. Clarke, M.B. C.M., Acting Commissioner 
of the Virgin Islands. 
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The customs duties in 1914-15 amounted to £1,158, as compared. 
with receipts under this head amounting to £1,142 during the previous 
year. 


The total value of imports during 1914 was £9,081 and that of 
exports £6,905. The total trade of the Presidency thus amounted 
to £15,986, an increase of £288 as compared with the previous year. 


An analysis of the returns shows the direction of trade to be as 
follows :— 


Imports. 
Danish West Indies ae ate .. 54 per cent. 
United States of America . . a .. 26 ” 
United Kingdom .. si sf oie SLE 5 
Other places 38 ~ fe a, 23 ” 
Exports. 
Danish West Indies “i oy .. 63 per cent. 
United Kingdom .. ae i: a2 820 4; 
Other places i = oo ee 250 ” 


The total tonnage of shipping inwards and outwards during 
the year was 14,625 tons. 


The health of the Presidency was, as usual, good. There were 
no quarantinable diseases and no epidemic. 


The number of births was 206 as against 184 in 1913. The 
number of deaths was 95 as against 71 in 1913. The birth-rate was 
36 per 1,000 of the population and the death-rate 16. 


AGRICULTURAL. 


The agricultural and commercial undertakings carried on at the 
Government Factory suffered a temporary setback, due to the fact 
that war caused a decrease in the demand for, and a consequent drop 
in prices of, cotton, the staple industry of the Presidency. 


The exportation of cotton lint was 35,201 lbs. as compared with 
55,307 lbs. the preceding year, and the number of gallons of lime juice 
exported was 741 as against 784 the preceding year. 


The development of minor industries is proceeding with satisfactory 
results. A second coconut demonstration plot was established during 
the year, and the culture of this palm is being taken up by many of 
the peasants. 
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During the year an attempt was made to encourage the cultivation 
of onions with good results, an Onion Growers’ Association being formed, 
which is co-operating with the Government in its efforts to foster this 
new industry. 


A plot of bay trees, from which bay oil is distilled, has been estab- 
lished with a view to the establishment of a bay oil industry. 


The rainfall was 55°18 inches. 


T. A. V. Bust, 
Colonial Secretary, 
Leeward Islands, 
29th December, 1915. 
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The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 














ANNUAL. 

No. Colony, &c. Year. 
841 Leeward Islands . Bs ts an .. 1913-1914 
842 Gilbert and Ellice Islands oe aa vs a 
843 Zanzibar .. xu es ee 345 1914 
844 Turks and Caicos “Tslands’ ae ie a wy as 
845 Weihaiwei ne a a ee — be ‘5 
846 Seychelles. . aes ee a as ne mS eS 
847 St. Helena nS ee ae ho He A 5 
848 Fiji : a3 we re ut ‘ =, s 
849 Bahamas .. mh - Be oe ar .. 1914-1915 
850 Gibraltar .. ae ih, a = a ny 1914 
851 Sierra Leone : mre 2h a7 ae ae 33. 
852 Grenada .. ws we sib Be ss .. 1914-1915 
853 Bermuda .. NM a A Bs i ets 1914 
854 Malta nee af ext rs as oe .. 1914-1915 
855 Ceylon... si a Bre as AS ate 1914 
856 Hong Kong ee a ee os ay 
857 _ Bechuanaland Protectorate |. ate is .. 1914-1915 
858 Basutoland oy re e an ae ave 5 
859 Gold Coast ae oe ne Ae b6 ats 1914 
860 Jamaica .. oe ibe bes Ber i .. 1914-1915 
861 Gambia .. : es “a Ne oe 1914 
862 Straits Settlements 4 ze .. 1914-1915 
863 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast am a 1914 
864 Ashanti ifs z ae oy 5 
865 Cyprus... 3 Se aE He a6 .. 1914-1915 
866 Swaziland ev rs a ae oe aa us 
867 Somaliland 4 ee a ee ys Wee a 
868 British Honduras" Z ne eS tes hy 1914 
869 British Solomon Islands Pa ae ais .. 1914-1915 
870 Tongan Islands Protectorate oe nes on a 
871 Barbados . : oe Ms as «» 1914-1915 
872 Falkland Islands. oR ee ue Se oh 1914 
873 Uganda .. a ES a a ms .. 1914-1915 
874 British Guiane ave ake es i ae By 
875 Mauritius . 2) Ae Ag ta Sis fs 1914 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
No Colony, &c. Subject. 
79 Northern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 


1908-9. 


80 Nyasaland. Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

81 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

82 Imperial Institute Rubber and Gutta-percha. 

83 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1910. 

84 West Indies .. Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, &c. 

85 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1911. 

86 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1912. 

87 Ceylon Mineral Survey. 

88 Imperial Institute Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 

89 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1913. 


St. Vincent 
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a 


REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK OF THE COLONY OF 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO FOR THE YEAR 1914-15. 


1. FINANCE. 


1, The revenue of the Colony for the year 1914-15 was 
£934,524 and the expenditure £990,716, an excess of £56,192 of 
expenditure over revenue. ‘The surplus balance stood on the 31st 
of March, 1915, at £44,026. 

REVENUE, 

2. The revenue of the year (£934,524) fell short of its 
estimate by £17,812 and showed a decrease of £36,265 on the 
receipts of 1913-14, The financial year opened auspiciously with 
the promise of fair sugar and cocoa crops and with increased 
activity in the oilfields, and as a result at the end of July the 
receipts from both Customs import duties and from excise showed 
a considerable increase on the figures for the same period of 
1913-14. The outbreak of the war however, soon changed this, 
and it beeame necessary for the Government to consider the best 
means of raising additional revenue. Accordingly on the 27th of 
November, 1914, resolutions were passed in the Legislative Council 
increasing the excise duty on rum and the import duties on spirits 
and tobaceo. The details of these increases are :— 

Rum ¢ 

An increase of 1/- the proof gallon—from 8/6 to 9/6. 
Brandy, Gin, Rum and Whisky : 
Not exceeding the strength of proof 13/- the gallon in place of 
11/6 the gallon. 
Exceeding the strength of proof 13/- the proof gallon in place of 
11/6 the proof gallon. 
Rum: 
The product of and imported direct from British Guiana or the 
British West Indies. 
Not exceeding the strength of proof 10/- the gallon in place of 
9/- the gallon. 
Exceeding the strength of proof 10;- the proof gallon in place 
of 9;- the proof gallon. 
Tosacco aND SNUFF: 
Tnmanufactured 
Leaf containing 25 per cent. or more of moisture when dried at 
a temperature of 212° Fahrenheit 1/5 the pound in place of 
1/8 the pound. 
Leaf containing less than 25 per cent. moisture 1/74 the pound 
in place of 1/54 the pound. 
Manufactured : 
Cigars 6/- the pound in place of 5/- the pound. 
Cigarettes 5/6 the pound in place of 5/- the pound. 
Other manufactured Tobacco 4/- the pound in place of 8/- the 
pound. 
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Later, on the 18th of December. an Ordinance No, 49 of 1914, 
was passed imposing the following expert duties on produce exported 
during the vear 1915: 


s d. 
On Sugar at the rate of 3 0 per 1,000 Ibs. 
+ Cocoa Bs on 0 2$ per 100 lbs. 
» Coconuts ‘s AS 1 6 per 1,900 nuts. 
» Copra “ te 5 0 per 1.000 lbs, 


3. The revenues of the last two financial years have been as 


under ;— 











Revenue. 1913-14, 1914-15, 
Customs wee £405,557 an £382,825 
Port, Harbour and 

Wharf Dues 14,872 12,818 
Licenses, Excise, ke. 273,667 263,626 
Fees of Court and 

Office 86,949 “ 86,146 
Post Office : 10,349 . 9,923 
Government Railway 114,467 3 132,668 
Rent of Government 

Property 2,285 2,203 
Interest 4,196 4,288 
Miscellaneous 

Receipts 2,637 2.124 
Land Sales, 

ties, ke. 42,244 ses 33,212 
Special Receipts... 13,567 cao tee 
Emergency Funds ... Be eee 4,686 


The principal decreases were under the following heads :— 


Customs ae ie £22,732 
Port and harbour dues MS 2,054 
Licenses, Excise, ke. oes as 10,041 
Fees of Court we . 803 
Post Office oe oe ane 426 


while there was a large increase of £18,201 under the head of 
Railway, and a sum of £4,686 was realized from the Emergency 
Funds Ordinance No. 49 of 1914, referred to in the previous 
Section. 





4. The serious decline in the Customs revenue was chicfly 
due to the falling off in the exports of asphalt, £26,430 less hav- 
ing been received for duty in 1914-15 than in the previous year. 
There was an increase of £3,683 in the receipts from import 
duties, but this was due to the fact that the increased duties 
yeferred to above realized the sum of £8,422. But for these 
increases there would have been also a deficit under this head. 


5. The large decrease under the head of Licenses is due toa 
recent change under which the revenue from spirit licenses is now 
brought to account at the beginning of a quarter instead of as 
previously at the end of the previous quarter, This caused an 
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apparent deficiency of some £15,430. The new law however, (No. 
40 of 1914) providing for the licensing of vehicles produced £7,849 
The revenue derived from Extate duties was £8,507 and that from 
Stamp duties £16,358. 


6. The increased receipts from the Railway are attributable 
ty the addition of some 36 miles of extension to the existing 
lines. The revenue from passenger traffic was increased by £4,153, 
that from goods traffic by £12,881, and £1,167 more was 
received from other sources. 

7. There was a reduction of £5,529 in the sale of Crown 
lands, but no large revenue can be expected from this source while 
the lands are being exploited for oil. The proceeds of the licenses 
to cut timber on Crown lands were £6,574. The royalty on oil 
won under oil licenses and leases amounted to £8,968 and the 
Excise duty on oil used locally to £386. This Excise duty is the 
xame as the import duty, namely, 4d. the imperial gallon. 





8. The asphalt industry has been very seriously attected by 
the war and the loss in revenue from export duties and royalty 


during 1914-15 was £35,148. 





EXPENDITURE, 


9, The expenditure of 1914-15 (£990,716) was £25,509 in 
excess of the estimate and £38,734 more than the expenditure of 
the previous year. 


10. The estimates were exceeded chiefly under the following 
heads :— 


Public Debt Charges... ane ave £4,928 
Pensions ane os one 549 
Hospitals, Asylums, «ec. ms we 2,673 
Prisons te 24 a 553 
Crown Agents eas eee, we = 1,644 
Miscellaneous Services sie se 20,022 
Public Works Extraordinary ave ve 7,105 
Defence Scheme eae aoe eee 12,928 


but savings under other heads reduced the actual excess to 
£25,509 as shown above. 


1], Owing tu the exceptional conditions prevailing during 
two-thirds of the financial year the provision made in the 
estimates to meet the payment of interest on advances made by 
the Crown Agents on account of the loan of £739,016 authorized 
by Ordinance No. 16 of 1914 proved to bs insufficient, and an 
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excess of the vote resulted as shown above. For the same reason 
the cost of maintaining the Hospitals and Prisons was larger than 
was anticipated, and the expenditure of £12,928 under the Defence 
Scheme, for which of course no provision had been made in the 
Estimates, was a further necessary result. The large excess under 
the head of Miscellaneous Services was caused by the expenditure 
during the year of a part of the grant of £40,000 made by the 
Colony for the purchase of cocoa for the Imperial Forces. 






12, A sum of £1,142 was expended in the campaign against 
Ankylostomiasis. This expenditure is refunded to the Colony by 
the Rockefeller National Health Commission. 


13, An expenditure of £21,588 was incurred under the Road 
Construction Scheme, and a similar sum was provided for the 
purpose from loan funds. 


If, The revenue and expenditure vf the last five years have 
been :-— 








UXPENDITURE. 

Year. Revenue. Recurrent. Extraordinary, Total. 
1910-11 £946,383 £843,050 £83,984 £927,084 
1911-12 950,744 901,018 Bt 3 959,551 
1912-18 982,513 898,499 58,722 947,221 
1913-14 970,789 888,888 63,094 951,982 
1914-15 934,524 928,284 67,482 990,716 


The expenditure during this quinquennial perivd on extra- 
ordinary works has been £326,765. 


15. It was antivipated when the estimates for the vear were 
framed that the surplus balance of the Colony would stand on the 
3ist of March, 1915, at £67,636. For the reasons already given this 
expectation has not been realized and the actual balance was only 
£44,026, A large part of this balance is ear-marked to complete 
services authorised but not finished during 1913-14, and the actual 
balance available on the 31st of March, 1915, was £21,026, a more 
favourable surplus however than was considered possible when the 
current estimates were framed. The balance was then estimated at 


only £5,973. 


16. The assets of the Colony on the 31st of March, 1915, were 
valued at £782,037 and its Liabilities at £738,011, shewing a 
credit balance of £44,026. 


_ 1%. The Public Debt at the same date stood at £1,389,593, 
and the Crown Agents had also then made advances to the extent 
of £475,915 on account of further authorized loans. The total 
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indebtedness of the Colony was therefore £2,065,508, against 
which the several sinking funds had accumulated balances amount-. 
ing to £249,350. Some part of this indebtedness had been incurred 
on behalf of local authorities, the Borough Council of Port-of- 
Spain being responsible for £348,082 and the San Fernando and 
Arima Water Authorities for £29, 310. £80,000 were borrowed 
to effect the purchase of the Government dock. 





II.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
Customs. 


18. The Customs returns are compiled for the calendar year 
1914. 


19. During the year the value of the entire volume of trade 
ot the Colony was £8,384,638, a decrease of £1,789,395 on that 
ot the previous year. The Imports were valued at £A, 183, 297 and 
the Exports at £4,201,341. These figures include the value of the 
bullion, specie, and goods transhipped. The figures of the last 
five years haye been— 


Year. Imports. Exports. Total. 

1910 ... £8,348,011 ... £8,467,588 ... £6,810,599 

1911... 5,018,848... 4,769,486... 9,788,334 

1912 ... 4,682,325 ... 4,472,577... 9,154,902 

1918... 4,968,360... 5,205,673... 10,174,083 

1914... 383,297... 4,201,341 ... 8,384,638 
Iports. 


20. The Collector of Customs points out that during the 
twelve months under review the Customs revenue benefitted by 
the more prosperous condition of the Colony consequent upon an 
exceptionally heavy cocoa crop and an increase in the production 
and value of sugar. As a consequence the import duties realized 
in 1914 £11,352 more than in 1913. 


21. Of the imports, valued at £4,183,297, goods to the value 
of £2,888,532 were cleared for home consumption and £1 ,294,765 
were imported for transhipment. As compared with the returns of 
1913, this shows an increase of £59,982 in the imports for home 
consumption, but a decrease of £845,045 in the value of goods 
in transit. 


22. Under the former head there was a large decrease 
(£169,685) in the importations of food, drink and tobacco, but 
there were increases aggregating £229,667 under other classes. 
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23. The values of the articles imported for home consumption 
were as follows :— 


Live Stock a5 is £ 61,558 
Foodstuffs oo ae 1,093,614 
Spirits S hy 24,356 
Wines Re sae 23,099 
Malt aes aes 43,336 
Tobacco aaa aay 85,211 
Opium and Ganja me 5,117 
Raw materials... ase 285,874 
Manufactured articles Bie 1,168,616 
Miscellaneous oe 21,576 


Under these heads there were increases as compared with 1913 
in the following :— 


Live Stock ane es £16,843 
Foodstuffs ies $29 54,232 
Raw materials ... oes 3 40,876 
Manufactured articles a6 72,446 


while there were small decreases under the other heads. 


24, The imports of articles for home consumption during 
the last five years have been :-— 


1910 ms ne we £2,476,561 
1911 ae oh we 2,668,673 
1912 ee ae we 3,528,883 
1918 ne ve we 2,774,640 
1914 an wp vee 2,762,537 


Of these in 1914 goods to the value of £708,002 were admitted 
free of duty under the following heads :— 


Bullion and Coin sets ais wee £126,175 
Coal and Patent Fuel Ber vs 134,106 
Cocoa (raw) ore ite -« 187,468 
Machinery bes aah re 147,949 
Manures ae aoe eae 21,060 
Government Stores ... tae cee 32,905 
Sundry other free imports oe one 58,339 


25. The Collector of Customs has furnished an interesting 
comparative statement of the importations during 1914 of the 
articles on which the United Kingdom, Canada, and Newfoundland 
are allowed a preferential rate of duty. He states that in the 
absence of the necessary proofs of origin only goods to the value 
of £139,072 and £311,462 from the United Kingdom and 
Canada respectively were admitted at the preferential rate, the 
preference amounting in the one case to £2,205 and in the other 
to £12,180, a total of £14,385. He notes that with the exception 
of flour; fish;-oats; &c., the preferential tariff dees not appear to 
have had to any appreciable extent the effect of transferring the 
trade to the United Kingdom and Canada, and that while Canada 
has made no progress in supplying the Colony with the manu- 
factured articles on which a preference has been granted, the 
concession has had but little or no effect in increasing the trade in 
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these articles with the United Kingdom. The statement referred 
to is given below :— 


United Other 




































Kingdom. Canada. Countries. Total. 
pia) Trunks, &c. here £ 4s4 £ £ 
Biscuits and Bread : 

Boots and Shves 2. 
Brooms and Brushes 

Butter 

Caontchoue and Gutta Percha 

Manufactures s 
Carriages, Carts and Wa aggons 

jucluding Motor Vehicles .. 

Cattle Food 

Cement 

Cheese an, 290 
Calcium Carbide 994 
Cordage and Twine ; 13,182 
¥ish, all kinds 61,440 36 
Flour :— 

Wheaten 31 185,461 68,792 254,284 

Indian meal... ae $i 5,306 5,366 
(lass and Glassware ei 4,072 8 6,157 10,237 
Grain :— 

Oats 33,844 4,551 

Beans and Peas. HA 15,130 

Other Cereal Moods Pa GSS 1,278 
Hay a oe we WT 763 
Jams aud Jellies :— 

Canned fruit 2,100 33 1,233 5,366 
Lard 141 aa 51,164 51,305 
Meats. all kinds 7,679 249 71,302 79,280 
Metal Manufactu 

Nails, Spikes, Rivets, &c... pal yg bed 186 9,648 32,546 
Milk, Condensed se) OREO 14 8,828 41,752 
Musical Instruments : — 

Pianvus and Organ: Ar 1.157 4,954 
Vaints, Colours and V arnishes.. 1,178 2.262 12,863 
Paper and Manufactures of 

Paper wp 1,209 8,136 2 
Plate and Plated Ware 86 1,007 2, 511 
Soap 1,298 1,776 37/510 
Starch _ 2,343 2,378 
Vegetables, all kinds 876 24,872 30,360 
Woud and ‘Timber : 

Dressed and Und 12,854 70,138 83,643 

Shingles, Shook 254 6,324 7,796 
Wood Manufacture: 

Furniture, Door: 

and Blinds .. vs 6,400 4,841 23,501 34,792 








Totals 9,215 1,175 £ 1,088,209 


26. The following table shows the countries of origin of the 
imports of the last five years :— 
1910. 1911. 1912, 1915. 1914. 
U1 ited Kingdom see £936.427 £1,026,070 L044.502 £892,508 £998,837 
Canada - ne 134, 609 190,287 190,769 
Other Brit. Pouse:sion 178,348 = 200,278 206,055 178.921 
United States 860,903 818,921 819,482 513.715 852,988 











Venezuela ss. 283,086 294,257 211,873 468,658 290,401 
France ; ve = 62,932 67,786 61.185 60,027 
Germany... ase = 58,278 82,721 10,179 35,940 
Other Countries we 156,285 122,708 121,005 116,665 128,794 
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27, An analysis of the returns shows that the United Kingdom 
supplied the larger part of the spirits, malt, manufactured tobacco, 
and other manufactured articles imported. while the United States 


and Germany are her chief competitors. The United States 
supplied 
Wearing apparel tee ose vee £11,267 
Boots and shoes ahs . a 20,941 
Motor cars an ie eee 10,057 
Cotton manufactures ... we fe 31,015 
Hardware we a wee 21,583 
Machinery wen ae i 98,616 
Tron and steel manufactures te tee 9,267 


Wood manufactures... ae oa 21,262 

The trade with Germany amounted to £35,940. 

28. The value of the import trade from Canada has increased 
as shown in the table above by £190,765 in the last five years. 
This as the Collector of Customs points out is principally due to 
the preferential rate of 1/- the barrel on flow which has had the 
effect of transferring the trade in that article from the United 
States to Canada, the imports for the last three years having been 


7912. 1913. 1914. 
Canada se we £& 56,878 we £126,356 w= =£ 185,461 
United States as 160,406 oe 118,394 be 68,778 


29. The decrease in the value of the goods transhipped is due 
to the dislocation of trade by the war. 


EXports. 

30. The total valuc of the exports was £2,906,576, compris- 
ing £2,484,576 the value of local produce, £396,728 articles 
re-exported, and £25,272 bullion and specie The value of the 
Colony’s produce was larger by £140,210 than in 1913, but there 
was a greater decrease under the other two heads, making a reduc- 
tion in the export trade of £159,287. Ifto this is added the 
decrease in the transhipping trade the falling off in the exports 
as compared with 1913 amounts to £1,004,332. 


31, The values of the local produce exported during the last 
five years have been :-— 


1910. fs es ve £2,828,377 
Wil. a a vs 2,078,152 
1912. a sa ws 1,964,432 
1918. ia ne we 9,844,366 
1914 5 2,484,576 


32. The quantities and values of the exports of local produce 
in 1914 were :—- 


Asphalt Crude ee 78,044 tons ... £ 71,671 

- Epuré ie 15,651 tons ... 81,905 
Bitters a 25,266 galls. ... 25,266 
Cocoa «+ 63,447,876 Ibs... 1,469,893 
Coconuts wee 15,571,407 ae 66,132 
Copra we 2,358,154 Ibs. Bee 20,558 
Fruit i ee 5,587 
Molasses 428,942 galls. 4,078 
Rum 174,657 galls. 17,811 
Sugar 48,088 tons 591,193 





Petroleum Crude .., 12,158,784 galls. oe 64,755 
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33. The shipments of asphalt were almost stopped by the 
outbreak of the war, the European market being entirely closed 
and the United States, the principal consumer. taking only a very 
reduced supply. 79.963 tons less were shipped in 1914 than in 
1913. There was also from the same cause a smaller trade in 
Angostura Bitters. 


34. The Cocva and Sugar crops were however excellent, the 
former being the largest on record while the latter was better than 
in any of the previous ten ycars. As shown in paragraph 32 the 
cocoa crop was 63,447,876 Ibs. of the value of £1,469,893, and 
this was 5,589,236 Ibs, larger than the previous record crop in 
1910. The sugar crop was cstimated at 58,000 tons of which 
£8,088 tons were exported. The total value of the exports of 
sugar and its by-products was £613,082. 








35. The following table shows the volume and direction of 
; 


the Colony’s export trade. excluding transhipments, during the 
last. five years :—- 








1910. 1911. 1912. 1913. 1914. 
United Kingdon . £599,240 £ 514,852 £540.903 £ 495,101 £572,271 
Canada B04 ag 220,088 174,991 346,496 
Other Brit. Possessions. 40,707 57,715 51,680 
United States we 919) O47 1,045,507 940,911 1,392,786 1,104,480 
Venezuela ... o. 84,641 76,044 72,846 66,413 39,005 
Tranee oa vee $83,211 277,315 261,552 504,207 464,160 
Germany ... +» 102,844 96,435 96,785 187,417 84,487 
Other Counties vee 126.120 191.506 210,608 237,233 248,997 


36. The values of the Colony’s principal exports to the 
United Kingdom were :— 








Sugar... oe a £ 267,185 
Cocoa... ase er 182,084 
Asphalt... ‘uxt sas 37,412 
Rum... we an 17,505 
Petroleum oe tee 14.337 
Copra ... oe 12,557 
Bitters ... ner os 10314 
To the United States— 
Cocoa ... ae on £ 889,766 
Asphalt... one oo 78,929 
Coconuts te 55,728 
Petroleum 26,724 
Bitters ... oe ase 8,648 
anil to Canada-— 
Sugar. tee on £ 820,402 
Cocoa ... Bie deo 19,897 
Coconuts es nee 5,625 


Molasses on ae 2,174 
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37. It is satisfactory to gather from the returns that the 


Island of Tobago continues to prosper. 


The value of the products 


exported during the last five years have been. :—- 








L910. 1911. L912. 1915. 1914. 
Cocoa £ 20,385 £ 26,491 £ 20,252 £32,295 £30,844 
Coconuts 1,938 8.008 6.835 4,183 
Copra 1,926 1.299 2.683 6,357 
Other products 19.421 18,836 18,464 19,099 
L£ 48,670 £ £60,269 £60,485 





SULPPING, 
38. The number of vessels entered and cleared during 19L-4 at 
the several ports of entry was 3,881 with a capacity of 3,778,346 
s. The number was 221 less than in 1913, but the tonnage 
41,739 more due chiefly to the larger number of British Steam 
sels coming to the Colony. 









39. The tonnage of the vessels entered was 1,903,018, that 
of the British ships representing 1,366,974 tons and the foreign 
tonnage 536,044 as under ;-— 


British Steam 548, ay 1,352,982 tons. 
#5 Sailing 314 ate 14,042, 
Foreign Steam 369 501,948. 
» Sailing TAS 34,096, 


The number and nationality of the vessels entered were :— 





No. Tons. 

British 862 os 1,366,974 
Dutch 108 154,403 
German 34 79,108 
French " 48 78,619 
Italian ie 22 60,499 
Danish 23 45,284 
Norwegian ... 40 aes 44,595 
Venezuelan... Si 772 beg 28,788 
United States ose 43 Sty 14,889 
Spanish 5 ae 11,422 
Swedish 2 6 9,069 
Brazilian a 2 5,161 
Belgian 3 4,898 
Greek aes 1 2,901 
Russian... ac 1 1,024 

1 439 


Uruguayan... 


40. The returns show that 79,867 tons of coal of the value of 
£89.039 were supplied to ships in the harbour. 





AGRICLITERE, 


41, With a favourable year as regards weather conditions the 
cocoa crop was larger than any previous onc, 63,447,876 Ibs. 
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having been reaped of the valuc of £1.467.893, Tt was distributed 
as under 








United States ar Sey «31,304, ae lbs. 
France ... A Bae «.. 18,597,2: ea 

United Kingdom at was «7,810, 16 & 
Holland ... aay mee w» 1,986,882 .. 
Germany tas “ w. 1,694,350 
Canada ... see oe wae 709,296 ,, 
British Colonies waa be ee 73,160 ,, 
Austria z ts 
Italy hs 
Denmar aXe as see 
Belgium ... oe we ie 

Spain oe 

Argentina ee fd 

Other Countries eh ae a 247,800 


42. Representations were made to the Government that there 
was a danger of the American market being lost to the Colony 
because of the inferior quality of the cocoa recently shipped there, 
and the matter was considered to be of sufficient importance for 
the appointment of a Commission of Enquiry. It was found 
however that there were little, if any, grounds for the represen- 
tations, outside of matters which could be, and have been, regulated 
by the commercial community itself. 





43. Sugar too hada prosperous year 48,088 tons valued at 
£591,193, 174,657 gallons of rum of the value of £17,811, and 
423,942 gallons of molasses of the value of £4,078 haying been 
exported. 


The great bulk of the sugar is manufactured for the 
refineries by the vacunm-pan_ process. the remainder being mus- 
covado grocery sugar. The distribution was as under :-— 


Mvscovano. 


United Kingdom eS tee 785 tons, 
British West Indies aa as Boy 
Venezuela oe ar 44 


Vacuum Pay, 






Canada ‘ AE +. 25,989 tons. 
United Kingdom . . 20,746 
Denmark 27B5 4: 
Germany 154. 
British West Indies as 784. 
Venezuela eye is fo Wy 


45. More than one-half of the molasses. namely 227.410 
gallons, was exported to Canada. 


16. The cane fields were remarkably free trom the froghopper 
pest which has done such damage in recent years. This ix 
probably due more to climatic conditions than to remedial 
measures, though the experiments in these latter, which the 
Government has been making with the Planters’ assistance, are 
being continued. 
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47. The coconut industry on the other hand did not do so 
well, the valuc of the exports having fallen from £85,369 in 1913 
to £66,132 in 1914. This was due to the crop having been 
affected by the excessive droughts of the last few years. The 
number of nuts exported to the following markets was 15,571,407 — 


United States on see 13,123,624 





Canada ... 1,490,865 
United Kingdom 809,210 
British West Indie aes ae 137,408 
British Guiana ae ove ae 7,000 
Other British Colonies wee es 8,300 


48, The exports of copra, 2,358,154 lbs.. went principally to 
the United Kingdom. and of coconut vil. 3,560 gallons, to the 
United States. 


49. The Director of Agriculture reports that large areas both 
in Trinidad and Tobago are being planted up in coconuts, and that 
the exports may be expected in a few vears time to largely increase. 


50. The Board of Agriculture continues to encourage the smaller 
cultivators to avail themselves of the tuition of the Board's 
Instructors by offering medals and money prizes to the peasant 
proprietors and contractors who adopt the most improved methods 
of cultivation of their cocoa. The usual Primary School compe- 
titive shows of garden produce were also held in six centres, and 
the prizes were eagerly competed for. A home reading course is 
also conducted by the Department of Agriculture with satisfactory 
results, and twelve agricultural pupils are given free training at 
Government expense on its lands at River Estate, Diego Martin. 


MINES. 


51. On the 31st of March last there were ten Companies 
engaged in winning oil in the Colony, two of these having com- 
menced operations during the preceding twelve months. The 
work done during the year was satisfactory 65 new wells having 
been drilled with an aggregate depth of 57,969 feet, 19,516 feet 
on private lands and 38,453 feet on Crown lands. Oil was struck 
in 38 of the new wells. The total number of wells drilled up to 
the 31st of March was 239, 112 of these being on Crown lands. 


52. The amount of oil produced during the twelve months 
was 14,230,871 imperial gallons more than in 1913-14. The 
production of the last three years has been :— 


1912.13 tee Oe 17,626,563 imp. galls. 
1913-14 Fes Se 22,523,060 ,, ” 
1914-15 or ase 36,758,931 ,, 


53. The royalty collected on the oil won from Crown Lands 
amotited to £9,467. 
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54. Refining has not up to the present been carried on on any 
large scale, but several small refincries are in operation which 
produce petrol for the local market and for exportation to the 
neighbouring colonies. Several of the Sugar Estates now use the 
crude oil or its residue in their furnaces. 


55. The two companies engaged in mining for Manjak 
continued their operations during the vear. though at one time they 
were considerably hampered by the War. 479 tons were exported 
of the value of £1,994. 


56. It is estimated that some 2,800 persons are employed 

throughout the vear in the oil and mining industries. 
Crown Lanps. 

57. 405 grants of Crown Land were made during the year 
comprising 2,508 acres of land, one town lot, and 108 village lots, 
the area sold being 810 acres less than in 1913-14. The amount 
received was £7,266. 


58. Of these 120 grants were made to Indian immigrants 
covering 627 acres and 29 village lots. 


II.--LEGISLATION. 

59. Forty-one Ordinances were passed during the session of 
1914-15. Several of these were rendered necessary to meet the 
conditions produced by the war. They were: 








No. 27-1914—To deal with Trading with Enemies of 
His Majesty. 

No. 36-1914—To amend the above. 

No. 37-1914—To regulate the winding up of business and 
other concerns of Alien Enemies of His Majesty. 

No, 38-1914—-To deal with the Censorship of Telegrams, 
Postal Packets and News during the present war. 

No, 39-1914—For authorizing advances for the payment 
of agricultural labourers. 


No. 49-1914—For raising certain Emergency funds for the 
period from Ist January, 1915, to 31st December, 1915. 





. 2-1915—To authorize the raising of money for rail- 
ways, roads, and other publie serviecs by the issue of 
Government debentures. 

No, 3-1915—To consolidate and amend the Trading with 

the Enemy Ordinances. 


No. 6-1915—To amend the Alien Enemies Ordinance, 1914 
(No. 37-1914). 
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60. The enactment of Ordinance No, 39 of 1914 became 
necessary Lo enable certain cocoa estate proprietors who until the 
outbreak of the war had been financed by alien firms to obtain 
money to pay their labourers. The scheme was worked by a 
Committee, which carefully investigated each application, and only 
authorized such advances from the Treasury as were absolutely 
necessary. It was an exceptional expedient to meet an exceptional 
condition of affairs, and undoubtedly helped to avert a rather grave 
isis, ‘The advances have now all been repaid, and the Estates 
are being worked under the usual conditions. 








G1. Ordinance No. 49 of 1914 imposed export duties on sugar, 
cocoa, coeouts and copra to meet the additional expenditure 
entailed by the war and an anticipated decrease in the receipts 
from Customs and Excise duties. 


62. Ordinance No. 2-1915, which authorized the raising of 
a loan of £100,000 by local debentures for railways, roads, “and 
other public works, became necessary to enable the work to be 
continued on the railway extensions and the road scheme which 
were being carried out by means of advances from the Crown 
Agents in anticipation of the raising of a loan. The value of the 
debentures issued is £72,760, most of which will apparently be 
ryequired for the Railw: ay extensions. The rate of interest is four 
per cent. 











63. Another important enactment of the Session was Ordi- 
nance No. 24 of 191-4, which revived the Municipality of Port-of- 
Spain. The former Borough Council was abolished in the year 
1899 and in the interval the affairs of the town were entrusted 
tothe management of nominated Commissioners who performed 
their duties in a most creditable manner. It was impossible how- 
ever that the citizens of a town of the size, importance and pro- 
of Port-of-Spain should long remain content with such a 
system. of Government, and the Ordinance above referred to recon- 
stituted the Municipality with a City Council consisting of the 
Mayor, five Aldermen, and fifteen Councillors, 











64, Ordinance No, 40 of 1914 imposed for the first time a 
license fee on all vehicles throughout the Colony. Previously the 
licenses were only required to be taken out in the Boroughs and 
the fees varied considerably in thes The fees are now the same 
in all cases. 








V.—EDUCATION, 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS. 


G5. There were 277 elementary schools established in the 
Colony on the 31st of March, 1915, 241 being in Trinidad and 36 
in Tobago. 54 of these were Government Schools and 223 denomi- 
national Assisted Schools, 
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66. The number of scholars on the rolls was 51,407, 28,741 
boys and 22,756 girls. The average daily attendance was 35,662. 





67, The number on the rolls and the average attendances in 
each class of school were :-— 


No. of Schools, Nos. en Roll. Average 


Attendance. 
Government Schools Av b4 10,688 6,155 
Roman Catholic Schools ... 83 15,486 8,763 
Church of England a3 b4 8,518 5,308 
Canadian Mission a6 61 9,261 4.990 
Wesleyan ves fet 12 1,468 896 
Moravian 1s a 12 502 305 
Baptist on ae 1 173 83 


68. Education is free, but not compulsory. 


69. The Commission referred to in the last report, which was 
appointed to enquire into the system of education in the Colony, 
has completed its sittings, but has not yet furnished its report. 


SECONDARY EDUCATION. 


70, The Queen’s Royal College in Port-of-Spain, is the 
Government Institution for affording secondary education to boys 
and to it are affiliated the St. Mary’s College, Port-of-Spain, for 
boys, the Naparima College, San Fernando, for boys, and the St. 
Joseph Convent, Port-of-Spain, for girls, The number of pupils 
at these institutions was 





Queen’s Royal College ... _ as 179 

te on ots 281 
Naparima College eee By a 73 
St. Joseph Convent School oS aS 253 


71. The College and its affiliated schools are annually 
examined by the Cambridge Authorities, the lower forms by the 
Cambridge University Examinations Syndicate and the Senior 
classes entering for the Cambridge Local Examinations. 476 
pupils in the lower classes were presented for examination, and 
133 in the Senior. The three scholarships of £600 which are 
annually granted by the Colony are awarded on the results of the 
examination of the seniors and this year one was taken by the 
Royal and two by the St. Mary’s College. The passes numbered 99, 


Seniors, Juniors, 
Queen’s Royai College ont 22 21 
St. Mary's College ... wee 26 20 
Naparima College ... an —_ af 
St. Joseph Convent... Sse 3 6 





ineteen boys among the Seniors obtained First Class Honours, 
11 from the Royal College and 8 from St. Mary's, and six among 
the juniors, two being from the Royal College and four from St. 
Mary's. One of the boys from the Royal College was awarded the 
prize of £8 offered by the University for the best junior in the 
Examination. 
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‘he total expenditure on education in TOLL was 
£08,316, Showing a small increase of £18f on the expenditure 
of the previous year. It was however larger by £3.951 than that 
of 19T2- 


Ixpustrran Epucarron. 
Board of Industrial ‘raining. appointed under 
. TE of 1906, continues to do "good work. On the 
weh, 19O1S. there were 2.535 registered artisans, 14S 
nasters, and 109 registered apprentices. 
















‘here are no technical schools in the Colony, but the 
Committee of the Board endeavours to supply this 
want as far as possible. A course of instruction in farricry has 
been given to shoeing smiths and horseowners with marked success 
in several of the important centres of the Colony outside Port-of- 
Spain, including San Fernando, Sangre Grande and Princes ‘Town. 











5. The annual grant to the Board from the Government 
is £650, and it has also charge of a school for the instruc- 
tion of the blind for which a grant of £75 for the current 
nine months has been voted by the Legislature. 





V.— GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
HosPit ans. 

76. The Colonial Hospital, Port-of-Spain, with 320 beds, is 
the most important in the Colony. ne number of patients 
admitted at this institution during the year was 4,161, the number 
discharged 3,758, and the daily average in hospital 255. The 
uunber of deaths was 669. Of those discharged 1,878 were cured 
1,585 were relieved and 295 were not improved. 

77, At the San Fernando Hospital which has 120 beds, 3,026 
persons were admitted, 2,709 were discharged. The daily average 
in hospital being 108. 

















78. District hospitals are also maintained by the Government 
at Tobago, Arima, St. Joseph, Tacarigua, Couva, Princes Town 
and Cedros with an aggregate accommodation of 216 beds, while 
there are small temporary hospitals at Chaguanas, Sangre Grande, 
Mayaro and Toco. 


79. There are two hospitals devoted entirely to the treatment 
of persons suffering from yaws, one in Trinidad and the other in 
Tobago. The former has accommodation for 200 patients and the 
latter for 160 patients. 


80, The Lunatic Asylum in Port-of-Spain, contained on 31st 
March, 1915, 680 inmates, 417 males and 263 females, a decrease 
of 9---as compared with 1914. The number of admissions was 
175, the number discharged 74, and the number of deaths 110, 
Of those discharged, 48 were cured, 16 relieved and 10 not 
improved. 
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81. The Leper Asylum, situated about two miles west of 
Port-of-Spain, contained at the close of the year 318 inmates. 
236 males and 82 females, an increase of 18 as compared with 
1913-14. The number of admissions was 110, discharges £5, and 
deaths £7. 






Savines Bayks. 
82. Besides the head bank in Port-of-Spain there are 15 
branch banks, one being in San Fernando, one in Tobago. and the 
others in the country districts. 


83. At the end of 1914 there were 26,803 depositors with 
deposits tu their credit amounting to £419,767, an average of 
£15 13 3 per head. There were 1,023 more depositors in 1914 
than in 1913, but their deposits were less in the aggregate by 
£6,916. The chicf decrease was in the town of Port-of-Spain where 
there were 101 fewer depositors and 185 less to the depositors’ 
credit. This is to be accounted for by the fact that both the 
Colonial Bank and the Royal Bank of Canada have opened Savings 
Bank branches and offer the same rate of interest as the Govern- 
ment does. 


84. The deposits during 1914 amounted to £270,719 (these 
were exclusive of the accruing interest), and were £21,387 more 
than in 1913. The withdrawals however, were £288,683. At 
one time at the commencement of the war there was some panic 
resulting in large withdrawals from the bank which rendered it 
necessary for the Government to make it considerable advances. 
This, however, was not of long duration, and the bank soon 
resumed its normal business. 











85. The East Indian depositors number 12,121 with 
£137,770, or an average deposit of £11 1 10, to their credit. 
The number of this class of depusitur increased by 1,070 and 
their deposits by £1,984 during the year. The returns show that 
trom year to year the East Indian population continues to make a 
gradually increasing use of the bank. The number of depusiturs 
has duubled in the last ten years. 

86. The cost of working the banks amounted to £2,912. and 
the interest payable tu depositurs tv £12414, The investments 
amount to £433,321, but the approximate value of the securities 
is at present only £374,544. 








$7. ‘The persons making most use of the banks are :— 


Labourers woe aes ae 12,039 
Artisans wise ec ww. 1,787 
Planters ase aaa wv. 1,650 
Domestic Servants as we 1,165 
Seamstresses... ane as 984 
Mercantile Clerks i ee 851 





Two hundred and forty-four Friendly Sucie 
money in the banks, 


keep ther 
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VI—JUDICIAL. 
CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


88. The total number of offences reported to the Constabu- 
lary during the vear 1914-15 was 22,948, 2,939 less than in the 


previous year. 


89. The number of persons brought before the Magistrate’s 
Courts in respect of these offences was 28, 802, a decrease ‘of 1 OL 
in 1914-15. 


90. These were dealt with as under :— 


Discharged for want of prosecution aa ve 6,733 
Discharged on the merits Wer ee ve 8798 
Summarily convicted ae ws» 17.497 
Committed for trial in the Supreme Court... ae 274 


91. There were 1,231 less summary convictions in 1914-15 
than in 1913-14. The offences were classed as follows : ~ 


1913-14 1914-15 


Offences against the person a ‘aoe 2,787 2,871 
Malicious injury to property ere eee tes 48 
Predial Larceny : 155 225 


Offences against property other than malicious i in 


juries to property aad predial larceny e 1,526... 1.38: 
Offences against Revenue, Municipal, &e., Laws .. 6,438 ... 3,549 
Offences against Masters and Servants Acts... 2,901 ... 2,970 
Other offences... ae ae oe 5,121 ... 6,500 


92. 250 persons were indicted in the Supreme Court during 
1914-15 with the following results -— 


Judgment for the Crown... oe ac 11 
Judgment for the prisoner we ate 87 
Prisoner found insane... a ea 2 
Cases discharged on nolle proseyui.. te 30 


93. The convictions were under the following heads :—- 


Murder ey soe as. ses 6 
Attempt to murder sce 5 tae 4 
Manslaughter... ane ren di 4 
Rape sea soe oes 2 
Unlawful Crime nee ore ues 2 
Offences against the person eee aaa 83 
Offences against property nee ree 36 
Other offences on me se 7 


Fifty-four less persons were conyicted in the Supreme Court 


in 1914-15 than in 1913-11. 


Prisons. 


OL. The number of prisoners of all classes eummitted to 
prison during 1911-15 was 4,643 being 833 less than in the 
previous year. Of this number 4,073 were males (including 34 
juveniles) and 570 females (including 11 juveniles). 
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95. The daily average number in prison was 681; 636 men 
and 45 women. This is a deercase of 55 on the average of 


1913-14. 


96. The cost of the Prisons establishment continues to grow 
partly in consequence of the increase in numbers but chiefly as 
the result of the larger contract prices which haye to be paid for 
supplics. In 1911-15 the expenditure was £13,905, being 
£252 more than in 19T3—-1f. £466 were paid into the Treasury 
as the proceeds of the prisoners’ labour. but the value of their 
labour was far more than this, being estimated at some £9,862. 








97. The Probation of First Offenders Ordinance is admin- 
istered in a very satisfactory manner by four officers of the Salva- 
tion Army who receive a grant of £140 per annum for the work. 
A gentleman who has voluntecred for service in connection with 
the Roman Catholic probationers in Port-of-Spain has also been 
appointed a Probation Officer. 


REFORMATORLES AND [INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS. 


98. The Boys’ Reformatory Diego Martin, contained, on the 
3ist March, 1915, 118 inmates. 41 were admitted during the year, 
and 28 we : rged and one died, In addition to the Govern- 
ment grant of £2,297 the institution earned £683 while the 
expenditure was £2.858, 

99. The Girls’ Reformatory. Belmont, had 28 inmates, 
Seven were admitted during the year, and nine were discharged. 
The revenue for the year amounted to £510, of which sum £268 
was sclf-carned. 









100. The Tacarigua Industrial School. under the management 
of the Church of England. had 16S inmates. Nineteen were 
admitted during the year, LO discharged, | absconded. I sent to 
Refurmatory, and I dicd. The Government grant to the Institution 
amounted to £1,675. 





101. The Belmont Industrial School, under the Roman 
Catholic Church, had. at the end of the year, 186 inmates. 
Fiftcen were admitted during the year, 20 discharged, and 8 dicd. 





VIL—VITAL STATISTICS. 

102. The estimated population on the 3lst March, 1915, was 
359,527 in the proportion of 187,926 males and 171,601 females. 
During the year [914-15 there were 11,855 births and 8,327 
deaths. giving a birth-rate of 33°34 and a death-rate of 23°41 per 
thousand vf the population. 1,281 marri were registered 
during the vear. 








103. The immignant. amtruduced fiom India numbered only 
413, the usual recruiting having been suspended for want of 
transport facilities. 


wo 
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VIL1.—MISCELLANEOUS RETURNS. 
104. The ecclesiastical grant of £10,600 is divided among 








the several churches in the proportion of their adherents, The 
returns of the last census have fixed the distribution as under :— 
Roman Catholic Church fe oes £14,896 
Church of England se ast 4,155 
slevan Chureh oe sos 571 
vian Church are a 395 
Moravian Church oe ae B26 
Baptist Church As ans 257 


The two principal churches have Cathedrals in Port-of-Spain. 
and the total number of places of worship is 


Trinidad. — Tubayo. 


° Noman Catholic Church Ss $1 3 
Chureh of Eugland nie 59 13 
Wesleyan Church Ger: 16 
Presbyterian Church te TL ss 
Moravian Church ae 5 7 
Baptist Church a 16 1 


Accommodation is provided in these for 51,558 persons. 


105, No Indian Immigrants were repatriated in 1911. The 
immigrants in the Colony are able to make remittances through 
the Post Office to their relatives in India and avail themselves of 
this to a considerable extent. The remittances during the last 
ten years have been— 


1905 vee es ie SEB S13 
1906 Re: & a 2,873 
1907 ss ss tA 3,227 
1908 * Be aa 3,492 
1909 a ie An 3,800 
1910 Be ve 1 3,990 
1911 Ye ms rf 3,625 
1912 Pe 3 “ 3,782 
1913 ee it ee 4,585 
1914 el vs es 4,521 


IX.—GENERAL REMARKS. 


106. The year 1914-15 opened favourably with the prospect of 
good returns from the Colony’s staple products, which would it 
was hoped compensate for the damage done by the droughts of 
previous years: but the conditions resulting trom the outbreak of 
the war prevented this anticipation from being realized. 


107. Immediately on the receipt of the news of the declaration 
of war the steps laid down in the Defence Scheme for the 
protection of the Colony were taken, and the Order in Cuuncil 
of the 26th of October, 1896. which had recently been made 
applicable to this Colony, and which in time of war .confers 
extensive powers upon the Governor, was proclaimed. 
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108, At first there was some panie with regard to the food 
supply, but a Committee was appointed to advise the Government 
as to the reasonable prices to be proclaimed under the Order in 
Council above referred to, and the prices haying been su fixed and 
proclaimed. generally on an increase of about 33 per cent., there 
has been little or no trouble since. A few shopkeepers have 
however been prosecuted and fined for endeavouring to evade the 
terms of the proclunation. 





109. The same Committee has also from time to time advised 
the Government as to the restrictions to be placed on the exporta- 
tion of sugar. each producer being required to keep a certain 
woportion of his crop for sale in the Colony. ‘'o enable control 
to be exercised over the shipments all exportation of sugar is 
wohibited except under the Governor's permit. 





110. There was also some considerable anxiety felt with 
regard to the payment of the wages of certain of the Estates’ 
abourers, and as has been explained previously, it became 
necessary to legislate to enable the Government to make advances 
for the purpose, the advances becoming a first charge on the 
Estate. Seventy-seven estates were financed for a time under this 
scheme, the amount advanced to them being £9,972, and the rate 
of interest charged being ten per cent. By the 31st of March last 
rowever, all advances with interest. had been repaid. and the 
expedient is now no longer necessar 














111. With the object of endeavouring to lessen the cost of 
food to the people. a third Committee was appointed to endeavour 
to encourage the growing of ground provisions. There has not 
up to the present been any very appreciable result from the labours 
of this Committee, but it has done good work in arranging for the 
transport to market of the produce of the smaller proprietors in 
the outlying districts, and in encouraging the people to take 
advantage of the offers made by the Government and others to rent 
land on easy terms for the cultivation of ground provisions. 











112. The Colony made a grant of £40,000 for the purchase 
of Cocoa for the Navy and Army, and considerable sums were 
yaised by private subscription in aid of the various patriotic 
funds. ‘The Colony has also voted the necessary amount to meet 
the cost of sending a Contingent of 400 to 500 men to England. 


113. By the liberality of My. Rockefeller the National Health 
Commission has during the past vear waged a vigorous campaign 
in this Colony against Ankylostomiasis, with very encouraging 
results. The disease is known to be very prevalent here, many of 
the newly imported immigrants from India being found to be 
infected with it, and it is certainly the cause of many cases ot 
illness and incapacity among the agricultural labouring population. 
The people however appear to be readily willing to avail themselves 
of the advice and help of the Commission, and it is hoped that 
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with this and the provision on the Estates. and elsewhere, of 
proper latrine accommodation the discase will be kept under 
proper control, An endeayour is being made to arrange for the 
treatment for it of the emigrants from India to the Colony at the 
dept at Caleutta before embarkation and also during the voyage. 





114. In November, 1914, an impressive Ceremonial Service 
was held in the ‘Trinity Cathedral of Port-of-Spain on the oecasion 
of the death of the late Field Marshal Earl Robert It was 
attended by the Governor and his Staff and thousands of others. 








115. On the 5th of March, 1915, a disastrous Railway colli- 
sion occurred on the Government Railway which unfortunately 
resulted in the deaths of several passengers and the injury of many 
others. In connection with the accident sixty-one claims have 
been made for compensation which the Government has endeavoured 
to settle liberally. In thirty-four cases the offers of the Govern- 
ment have been accepted at a cost of £5,300, but twenty-seven 
claims remain to be dealt with, though in no case has the offer 
made been finally rejected. 





116. The Secretary of State for the Colonies has authorized 
this Government to revert to the former practice of framing its 
estimates and other financial returns for the calendar year. ‘To give 
effect to this decision the current Estimates have been framed for 
the nine months April—December, 1915. 


117. Maps of the Islands of Trinidad and Tobago are appended. 


Ss. W. KNAGGS, 
Colonial Secretary. 


Trrvtpap and ToBaco, 
10th August, 1915. 
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Zanzibar .. 1914 
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Grenada 1914-1915 
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Malta 1914-1915 
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Ashanti * . ” 
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Tongan Islands Protectorate ” 
Barbados .. 7 re ”» 
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No. 880. 


ST. LUCIA. 


(For Report for 1913~14 see No. 836.) 


THE ADMINISTRATOR TO THE GOVERNOR. 
Government House, 
Saint Lucia, 


3rd February, 1916. 
Sir, 


I have the honour to transmit herewith copies of the Blue Book 
of this Colony for the year 1914-15, together with my Report thereon. 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 


Gipeon Murray, 


Administrator. 
His Excellency 


Sir G. B. Haddon-Smith, K.C.M.G., 
&e. &e., &e., 
Grenada. 


(C255) Wt. 45316/1003. 1000 & 90. 4.16. B.& F.,Ltd. Gp.i1/2. 
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1914-15. 


I.—FINANCIAL. 


The revenue for the year was estimated at £66,320. The amount 
actually received was £57,795, £8,525 below the Estimates. The 
average revenue for the previous five years was £67,313. 


There was a considerable loss under Customs and Port and Harbour 
dues owing to less trade and shipping during the year consequent upon 
the war. 


Under Head 4, the receipts from Post Office, Head 5, showed very 
appreciably the effects of the war, chiefly due to fall in sales to stamp 
dealers. 


The revenue derived from licences for the sale of liquor was 
£1,581 10s. Od., and the number of such licences issued during the 
year was 202. 


The actual expenditure for the year was £3,001 less than the estimate, 
which totalled £71,353, savings having been effected under nearly 
every head. 


The accounts for the year closed with a deficit of £11,688, resulting 
in the reduction of the Colony’s surplus funds at 31st March, 1915, to 
£13,880, as compared with £25,568 with which the year opened. : 


Public Debt. 


At the 31st March, 1915, the public debt stood at £138,030, having 
been reduced during the year by £2,100, and at the same date the 
total of the sinking funds for the redemption of the debt amounted to 
£23,681. 


The currency consists of British and American gold, notes of the 
local branch of the Colonial Bank, and British silver and copper coins. 
Accounts are kept in sterling by the Government, and in dollars and 
cents by the bank and most of the mercantile firms, the dollar being 
equal to 4s, 2d. 


Municipalities. 


The management of the affairs of Castries, the chief town in the 
Colony, is vested in a Board elected by the ratepayers. The small 
towns and villages of the Colony are controlled by wardens appointed 
by the Governor in Council. In the case, however, of the towns of 
Soufriére and Vieux Fort and the village of Dennery, ‘“ Improvement 
Committees” have been appointed to advise generally on matters 
- relating to those places. 
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The revenue of the towns and villages consists, principally, in 
Castries, of receipts from the house tax, water rates, and dues, market 
dues, and licences, and in the other towns and villages of receipts from 
house tax, supplemented in the case of Soufriére by water rates and 
dues. 





II.—_TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
Imports and Exports. 


The total value of the imports in the calendar year 1914 amounted 
to £306,152, and was £77,747 more than in the previous year. Of the 
increase coal accounted for £20,391. 


The coal imported was 120,288 tons, valued at £146,860, as compared 
with 114,350 tons, valued at £126,469, in 1913. 


Exports. 


The declared value of the exports was £241,422, of which £99,658 
was the value of produce of the Colony, and £141,764 of other places, 
including £128,639 the value of bunker coal, and £3,380 the value of 
goods exported as ships’ stores. 


The exports of island produce in the past ten years show a gradual 
increase from £88,600 in 1904 to £117,700 in 1913, the exports in the 
latter year being the highest recorded except. those of 1909, when they 
were valued at £124,901, which was due to the abnormally high price 
obtained for cocoa in that year. It may also be noted that, whilst 
the export of island produce has thus increased, the percentage of 
sugar and cocoa exports has gradually fallen from 93°3 to 87:1, in- 
dicating an extension in agriculture in other directions than those of 
the two principal products. 


Coaling Trade. 


As will be seen from the subjoined figures, the coaling trade did 
not do as well in 1914 as in the previous two years, and this was due 
to a falling off, caused by the war, in the number of steamers that 
called for coal :— 


Tons. £ 


1912 ae oA oh -» 184,783, 166,312 
1913 we a8 ~ .» 117,532 141,038 
1914 ee oe sa Pe 95,893 128,639 


Manufactures. 


The sugar factories at Cul-de-Sac, Roseau, Vieux Fort, and Dennery 
were all working during the year. 
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The erection of the Government lime-juice factory, to which 
reference was made in the last report, was completed and opened in 
the year under review. 


The business of the factory is conducted on a co-operative basis. 
Tn determining the profits there is deducted from the amounts realized 
for the sale of produce the amounts paid for the purchase of limes and 
lime-juice together with all expenses of working the factory and 
disposing of the produce, and, in addition, a sum equivalent to 10 per 
cent. of the amount paid for the purchase of limes and lime-juice, the 
remainder being regarded as gross profits to be divided, one-third 
being paid to the Government and two-thirds to the vendors of fruit 
and juice, this latter to be distributed to the vendors by way of bonus, 
in proportion to the amounts paid to them for limes or lime-juice. 


The sum equivalent to 10 per cent. of the value of the limes and 
lime-juice purchased, together with the sum representing one-third 
of the profits referred to in the foregoing paragraph, to be paid to the 
Government by way of interest and sinking fund in respect to the sum 
expended in erecting the factory. 

The price paid for limes and lime-juice is based on a scale of prices 
having a relation to the value of concentrated juice, and insuring a 
safety margin of profit to the factory. The seller of fruit realises his 
full value when he gets his bonus derived from the share of profits. 


Agricultural Industries. 





Lime cultivation is making rapid progress and the value of the lime- 
juice exported during the year 1914 (£5, 572) exceeded that for the 
preceding year by £3,082. 

The value of the export (the only available indication of the pro- 
duction) of cocoa in 1914 was £38,846, as compared with £36,888, 
although the amount exported (7,971 bags) was less by 198 bags than 
the export in the preceding year. The value of the sugar exported 
in 1914 was £44,483, as compared with £65,661 in 1913. 


A small quantity. of cotton was again produced in the Choiseul 
district. The export figures were 5,100 pounds of lint, valued at 
£255, and 128 cwt. of seed, valued at £37. 


XQ The planting of coconuts is increasing. With careful selection it is 
possible to get local nuts of excellent quality for planting, and the 
demand has been so considerable that the export for the year shows 
but a slight increase. The quantity shipped was 53,638 nuts, valued 
at £294; and 142 cwt. of copra, valued at £176, also figures among the 
exports. 


The year was a bad one for honey, the exportation being valued at, 
only £270, which is £226 less than in the previous year. 


The Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture visited the Colony 
in September, and spent from September 5th to &th at the new 
Experiment Station, Reunion. During this period he visited the 
Land Settlement and the outlying portions of the estate. Official 
visits were also made to the Botanic Gardens, Castries, and the 
Government Lime Factory. 
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Land Grants. 


Thirty-six Crown grants were issued during the year, the acreage 
disposed of being 290 acres. The price of Crown land is at the rate 
of £1 per acre up to 50 acres, and 10s. per acre for each acre above that 
number, and is payable one-fifth on application and the balance in 
four annual instalments. 


The applications for the purchase of land numbered 51, in respect 
of 394 acres. 


Shipping. 


Shipping forms a large item in the welfare of the Colony, due to 
Port Castries being a coaling station, the facilities afforded for 
bunkering and quick despatch being unequalled by any other port 
in the West Indies, or, for the matter of that, in many other ports in 
the British Empire. 

During the year 1914 the tonnage of British steamers entered was 
1,389,539, and of foreign steamers 197,725. The corresponding figures 
for the preceding year are 1,549,751 and 214,821 respectively. 

Castries is also a port of registry, and at the close of 1914 had 14 


vessels on the register, with a tonnage of 268. All these are small 
sailing vessels locally owned. 


Public Works. 


The usual work on the ordinary upkeep and maintenance of public 
roads and buildings was carried on during the year, but no extra- 
ordinary work of any magnitude was undertaken. The construction 
of a bridge over the Choiseul River was completed ; also the erection 
of a new powerful light at Vigie. 


TJ.—LEGISLATION. 


The legislation of 1914 comprised six Ordinances, none of unusual 
importance. Lt 





IV.—EDUCATION. 


The following figures are furnished by the Inspector of Schools in 
his annual report for 1914 :— 


1913. 1914. 
Number of Schools .. is os 52 52 
Number on Rolls... nfs .. 7,484 7,493 
Average Attendance .. - cy “8,321 5,319 
Number examined .. i -. 6,930 6,439 


Government Grant-in-Aid °: .. £3,979 £3,985 
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Of the 52 schools 45 are Roman Catholic, 4 Anglican, 2 Wesleyan, 
and 1 East Indian Mission. 


The grant-in-aid of primary education was, in 1914, the same as in 
previous years, £4,000. Of this sum the amount expended was (a) on 
teachers’ salaries, £3,917 ; (6) on the salary of the Education Officer, 
£54; (c) special building grant, £15; making a total of £3,986. 


A new Education Ordinance, the Primary Education Ordinance, 
1913, was passed on the 15th July, 1913. It repeals the Education 
Ordinance of 1889 and the Elementary Instruction Ordinance of 1902, 
and reproduces most of the provisions of the former Ordinance. It is 
hoped that it will be more easy, under the provisions of the new law, 
to diminish truancy and the loitering in the streets of children of 
school age during school hours., During 1914, 140 cases were brought 
before the magistrates of the lst and 2nd Districts. Three parents 
were fined, and the rest warned. 


Of the two schools of secondary education, St. Mary’s College, for 
boys, receiving a Government grant of £400 per annum, had an average 
attendance of 55; St. Joseph’s Convent School, for girls, receiving 
a Government grant of £150, had an average attendance of 102. 





V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
Hospitals, &c. 


The Victoria Hospital at Castries is the one general hospital for the 
Colony. It is a fine stone building and well situated, and has been 
considerably improved of recent years. A trained nurse-matron from 
England assumed her duties in January, 1914. Besides her general 
duties, she systematically trains the nurses and is endeavouring to 
give them a sound practical knowledge of their duties. The daily 
average number of patients was 76; the expenditure on the institution 
amounted to £2,017. 


The Lunatic Asylum, situated at La Toc, near the entrance to the 
harbour, is a good stone building capable of accommodating 80 to 100 
patients. Itis managed by the House Surgeon of the Victoria Hospital, 
who has under him a European steward. The daily average number 
of patients was 70°8. The expenditure amounted to £1,164. 


Small buildings are provided in the out-districts at Soufriére, 
Dennery, and Vieux Fort, which are used as casualty hospitals for 
accident and emergency cases. 


The General Poor Asylum is at Malgretoute, on the sea beach within 
a mile of the town of Soufriére, and the daily average number of 
inmates during the year was 68°55. The expenditure amounted to 
£887. This provision for paupers is supplemented by an out-door 
telief system under the supervision of the Police Department. 
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The Yaws Hospital is in the vicinity of the Poor Asylum. There 
was a daily average number of patients of 47-03, and the expenditure 
for upkeep amounted to £554. The voluntary influx of patients for 
treatment with the drug “Salvarsan” continued unabated during 
the year, and 337 cases were treated. The number would have been 
much greater but for a shortage in the supply of the drug. The 
Medical Officer in charge, Dr. A. F. Hughes, reports that up to the 
time of his report he had treated 745 cases, and that out of this number 
there had only been 32 cases of recurrence of the disease. In this 
latter connexion, the medical officer refers to the difficulty of his 
distinguishing between bona fide recurrences and cases of re-infection. 


There are visiting stations at various points where medical officers 
attend regularly on fixed days for the treatment of out-door cases of 
sickness. 


There is a public library in Castries towards which the Government 
gives a grant of £125 per annum, and which receives from the muni- 
cipality a contribution of £25 per annum. In Soufriére there is also a 
small library to which the Government grants £20 a year, and a modest 
institution of the same kind in Dennery also receives Government aid 
to the extent of £5a year. At the date of writing a small library has 
been opened in Vieux Fort, supplemented by a grant of £5 from town 
funds. 


Savings Bank. 
The amount to the credit of depositors at the close of the year 
continues to grow; the amount remaining on deposit on 31st December 
being £22,461 as compared with £20,936 in 1913. 


The investments in England on account of the bank stood at the 
31st March, 1915, at £19,867. 





VI.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


Police.—In addition to the ordinary police work, the police force 
carries out a considerable number of duties in connection with the 
details of administration, such as the enforcement of sanitary 
regulations, distribution of poor and medical relief, registration of 
births and deaths, and in certain districts is in charge of the post 
offices and telephone exchanges. The total expenditure on the 
department was £4,464. 


Prisons—The number of persons committed to the Royal gaol in 
1914 was 416. The daily average number in confinement was 34:43 
as compared with 43:04 in 1913. 


The health of the institution was highly satisfactory, the average 
number on the sick list being only ‘5, the lowest on record. 
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The expenditure on the establishment was £1,063, £81 less than in 
the preceding year. The total estimated value of prison labour is 
stated to be £332. 


Criminal Statistics.—The statistics for the year present no prominent 
feature calling for special comment. 





VIIL—VITAL STATISTICS. 


Population.—The Registrar of Civil Status estimates the population 
at the 3lst March, 1915, to have been 51,590—23,768 males, and 
27,822 females ; the population at the same date in 1914 was estimated 
at 50,809. The figures, however, do not take account of either 
emigration or immigration, and are based solely on the natural increase, 
the census figure of 1911 being taken as the starting point. 


The birth-rate of the Colony (excluding still-births) was 33°9 per 
thousand of the population, being 34°5 in 1913-14. The births 
numbered 1,833. The death-rate was 18-7 per thousand, while in the 
previous year it stood at 17-4 per thousand. The number of deaths 
was 1,052. There was no death from snake-bite. 


Marriages numbered 225, a decrease of 52 as compared with 1913-14. 


Public Health and Sanitation—All the medical officers report the 
health conditions of the year to have been favourable, and there is, 
generally, nothing in the reports calling for special mention. 


The campaign against rats was systematically carried out during 
nine months of the year, 2,351 rodents being captured. A staff of 
labourers, under a special sanitary officer, was employed on this work, 
and their services were also utilized for cleaning streams and drains 
and on other sanitary measures around Port Castries; some useful 
anti-mosquito work was also accomplished. The use of “ millions” 
fish was continued in practicable places, but, as a good part of the year 
was unusually dry, their usefulness was somewhat diminished. In 
the out-districts, yards and premises were frequently inspected by the 
police, and the Chief of Police states that there were 29 convictions 
for offences against the sanitary regulations. 


During the year the hookworm campaign, inaugurated at the 
expense of the International Health Commission, commenced its work 
under the direction of Dr. Stanley Branch, a local District Medical 
Officer seconded for this purpose. The Colony is much indebted to 
the Commission for providing the necessary means to combat this 
devastating disease so deleterious to the health and efficiency of the 
labouring classes. Side by side with this campaign, the Government 
is considering measures for the improvement of the sanitary conditions 
in the Colony generally. 


Climate—The average annual rainfall for the Island, recorded at 
24 stations, was 64:88 inches; it was 83°75 inches in 1913. The 
highest recorded rainfall was at Uplyme, with 120-15 inches, and the 
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lowest was at Beauséjour estate, in the Vieux Fort district, with 
27°78 inches. Abnormally dry weather was experienced throughout 
the Island in the month of December. 


The mean monthly temperature recorded in the shade at the Botanic 
Station in Castries was 79'°2 F. The maximum shade temperature of 
91:0 F. was recorded on May 3rd, and ame minimum of 63 F. on March 
Ist. 


The mean monthly corrected readings of the barometer ranged 
between 29-378 inches in December and 30-087 in April. The mean 
annual pressure was 30-026 inches. 





VIII—POSTAL AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


The fortnightly intercolonial mail service performed under contract 
by the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company’s steamers was regularly 
carried out during the year, and the steamers of the Compagnie 
Générale Transatlantique (which touch at Castries going and coming 
en route between French Guiana and the northern French Colonies), 
also paid their usual visits, as did the vessels of the Quebec line (which 
call on their passage to and from New York), and of the Danish East. 
Asiatic Company. The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company’s service, 
under contract with the Canadian Government, between Canada and 
the West Indies commenced in November, 1913, and was regularly 
carried out from that date. This service provides for a monthly call 
at St. Lucia of the steamers going to and coming from Canada. 


The total revenue of the Post Office was £1,136, and the total 
expenditure £2,088. 


The principal postal statistics for the last two years are as follows :— 


1913-14. 1914-15. 
Letters and Postcards :— 


Sent oe a ah ie 109,986 91,062 
Received es 100,627 93,954 
Inland: Sent and Received . 86,392 82,766 
Parcels despatched . i 609 430 
»  vreceived .. a a 3,975 2,637 


There is regular and daily postal communication under local contract 
between Castries and the leeward coast towns and villages, the service 
being carried out by the Royal Mail Company’s coasting steamer. 
On the windward side of the Island communication by post is overland 
and is made twice a week only. 


All towns and villages in the Island are connected by telephone with. 
Castries. 
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IX.—GENERAL REMARKS. 


Sir G. B. Haddon Smith, K.C.M.G., Governor of the Bahamas, 
succeeded Sir J. Hayes Sadler as Governor of the Windward Islands 
and arrived in Grenada on the 30th December, 1914. 


The Honourable Gideon Murray, Administrator of St. Vincent, was 
appointed Administrator of St. Lucia on the 10th December, 1914, 
but did not assume the administration of the Colony until the 20th 
May, 1915. 


Owing to the war there was a general decrease of business in the 
shops and stores,which caused a falling off in the revenue from Customs 
duty. Owing to fewer merchant steamers calling here, there has 
likewise been a decrease in the coaling trade and in the revenue of the 
port. The price of peasants’ cocoa was extremely low in October and 
November 1914, but it has since risen to a normal rate. It is hoped 
that the high price of sugar and the fair price of cocoa and lime-juice 
will have some effect in staying the drop in Customs duties. 


Like other parts of the British Empire, St. Lucia has evinced her 
loyalty to the cause for which we are fighting by considerable money 
grants, both Government and private, to the objects of the war. 
In addition 40 of her male population engaged themselves as stokers on 
H.MS. “Good Hope,” as she passed through St. Lucia on her way to 
South America, and they, together with the many other gallant 
fellows, surrendered their lives for their country in the brave encounter 
with the German squadron, in which the “Good Hope” met her 
unfortunate fate. 


Gipzon Murray, 


Administrator. 
Government House, 


St. Lucia, 
31st December, 1915. 
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Tue GovERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 
Government House, 
Bathurst, Gambia. 
14th July, 1916. 
Sir. 


"TL have the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book of the 
Colony for the year 1915, together with a Report thereon which has 
been prepared by the Colonial Secretary, Mr. W. T. Campbell. 


T have the honour to be, 


Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 
Epwarp J. CAMERON. 


Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 
The Right Honourable 
The Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
Downing Street, London. 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Bathurst, Gambia, 
23rd June, 1916. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to forward herewith the Blue Book of the 
Colony for the year 1915, together with my Report thereon. 

I regret the delay in the completion of the Blue Book, due, as 
already explained to your Excellency, to some Departments being 
dilatory in furnishing their Returns and to some of the latter having 
been incomplete and incorrect when first received. A further delay 
has been unavoidable, owing to pressure of work in the Secretariat 
causing delay in typing. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. T. CampBe.t, 


Colonial Secretary. 
His Excellency 
Sir Edward J. Cameron, K.C.M.G., 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief, Senet 
The Gambia. 
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REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK FOR 1915. 


J.—_ FINANCIAL. 


1. Revenue.—The total revenue for the year was £92,252 10s. 6d., 
as compared with £124,995 0s. 5d. in 1913, and £86,070 12s. 7d. in 1914. 


2. The estimated Revenue for the year 1915 was £65,918 0s. 0d., 
which was £26,334 10s. 6d. less than was collected. 


8. The principal increases were in (1) Customs and (2) 
Protectorate. They are accounted for by (1) the increased import 
duties, those on kola nuts and tobacco being £2,220 and £2,983 
respectively, and in the export duty on ground-nuts. When the 
Estimates for the year were framed the market for ground-nuts was 
most uncertain, and it was not expected that more than one-half of 
the crop would be exported; most of the large crop of 1914 was, 
however, also shipped, with the result that the revenue from this 
source, £32,060, was larger than it ever was before; (2) the larger 
influx of “strange farmers” into the Protectorate in 1914, causing 
increases in the Revenue derived from Hut Taxes and Farm Rents 
collected in 1915. The receipts under these heads were £7,616 in 
1911, since when they have regularly increased until they reached 
£14,553 in 1915. 


4. Reduced activity on the part of Continental stamp dealers, 
the realization of certain investments, and the discontinuance of the 
sale of public lands account for the principal decreases which were 
met with under the heads Post Office, Interest, and Land Sales. 


5. Eapenditure—The total expenditure for the year was 
£89,028 Os. 2d., a reduction of £31,893 6s. 3d. on that of 1914. 
The estimated expenditure was £92,654 0s. Od., or £3,625 198. 10d. 
more than was actually incurred. Ordinary expenditure was 
£69,089 19s. 8d., and extraordinary expenditure £19,938 0s. 6d. 


6. The following is a 


CoMPARATIVE RETURN oF REVENUE AND ExpENDITURE 1911-1915. 








Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £ 
1911.. i Ae 86,454 71,390 
WO1Ise aa ee 96,221 81,340 
1913.. oe . 124,990 95,209 
1914., oe oe 86,071 - 120,921 


1915,. oe . 92,253 89,028 





On 
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7. There was no important change in taxation during the year. 


8. The excess of assets over liabilities on the 31st December, 
1914, was £102,734 9s. Td., and on the 31st December, 1915, it 
amounted to £105,958 19s. 1ld., the difference being the excess of 
revenue over expenditure during 1915. 


9. Investments in Government Securities on the 3lst December, 
1914, amounted to £120,276 13s. 5d., as compared with 
£92,552 16s. 9d. on the 31st December, 1915, during which year 
investments were realized to the extent of £28,439 6s. 11d. 


10. The Board of Health is the only Municipal Board in the 
Colony. It is composed of official and non-official members, presided 
over by the Senior Medical Officer. 


11. The revenue of the Board of Health is derived from a five per 
cent. rate levied on property, assessed annually, in the town of 
Bathurst, from market and siaughter-house fees, a Government Grant- 
in-aid, and from miscellaneous receipts. In 1915 the revenue 
comprised, local rates, £1,394 18s. 6d.;  slaughter-house fees, 
£122 13s. 9d.; grant: in- -aid, £3,717 19s. 4d. ; and miscellaneous 
receipts, £47 4s. 5d., a total of £5,335 14s. 10d, as compared with 
£3,881 7s. 2d. in 1914. 


12. The expenditure of the Board, including personal emoluments, 
scavenging, lighting, upkeep of horses and carts, &c., amounted to 
£3,776 15s. 5d., as against £3,419 10s. 11d. in 1914. 


13. The revenue of the Board of Health increased from £2,237 in 
1911 to £5,336 in 1915, and the expenditure from £2,199 to £3,777. 


14. A Board, similarly constituted as the Board of Health, controls 
MacCarthy Square, which is situated in the centre of the town and 
used as a parade and general recreation ground. The upkeep of the 
square is provided for by a grant, £125 in 1915, from the Govern- 
ment. 


II._TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 


15. Trade.—The decline in the trade of the colony experienced 
during the latter half of 1914 continued during most of the year 
1915. This is accounted for by (1) The poor prices paid for ground- 
nuts, causing a reduction in the purchasing power of the natives, and 
(2) The generally adverse conditions affecting trade brought about by 
the War. 


16. Imports—The total value of all imports was £521,151, as 
compared with £688,007 in 1914. 


Specte—Specie to the value of £218,656 was imported, as against 
£299,668 in 1914. 
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17. Increases and decreases.—Two items of import only—tobacco, 
£7,000, and wine, £700—showed an increase. The increase in tobacco 
was due to larger importations, mostly from the United States of 
America, towards the end of the year, made in anticipation of an 
advance in the Customs Tariff as stated above. The principal 
decreases were (1) Cotton goods, £9,109—this drop was bound to 
follow the general reduction in trade; (2) Hardware, £25,925—this 
considerable reduction was owing to the figures for previous years 
being increased on account of large importations of ironware for the 
active prosecution of various public works ; -(3) Kola nuts, £14,000— 
the quantity of thése nuts imported was greater than in 1914, 
but, owing to larger shipments towards the close of the year, there 
was a fall in their market value; (4) Rice, £51,420; this great 
increase is accounted for to some extent by the good crops of locally 
grown rice and other food stuffs; (5) Sugar, £5,872; this reduction 
is no doubt largely due to the increased cost necessitating economy in 
consumption. 


1g. The percentage of imports, excluding specie, from the British 
Empire was 74 per cent., as against 61 percent. in 1914; from France, 
18 per cent., as against 21; and from Germany, nil, as against 
11 per cent. 


19. The following table shows the condition of the import trade 
during the last five years :— 
7 j | F 
Article. 1911. | 1912, | 1913. | 1914. 1915. 








pee aes ae een nn REE g E 

Specie __..| 384,784 | 285,223 | 471,835 | 299,668 | 218,656 
Other articles| 422,334 | 471,630 | 619,294 | 388,339 | 302,495 
| 
i 


He 
Total «| 807,118 | 756,853 | 1,091,129 688,007 | 521,151 





| 
20. Exports.—The total value of all exports was £595,797, as 
compared with £926,127 in 1914. 


Specie.—Specie to the value of £165,177, £67,292 less than in 1914, 
was exported. 


21. The following is a return of the 


PrincipAL ARTICLES OF ExpoRT AND THEIR VALUES IN 
1914 anp 1915. 




















Quantity. Value. 
Article. = _ - 
1914. 1915. 1914, | 1915. 
£ | £ 

Calabashes .. packages | 922 | — 1,063 472 
Ground-nuts |. tons | 66,885 | 96,152 | 650,461 | 400,435 
Hides .. =... No. 70,279 40,647 22,138 11,911 
Ivory .. ae 110 97 17 | 10 
Palm-kernels .. tons 495 326 7,815 5,457 
Rubber .. Tbs. 3,548 1,171 102 31 
Wax .. .. Ibs. 1,513 9,563 473 311 








GAMBIA, 1915. q 


22. Increases.—The only article showing an increase in quantity 
is ground-nuts, the increase being 29,267 tons. The shipment of 
96,152 tons during the year establishes a record in the history of the 
Gambia, and had the good prices of 1913 and 1914—£9 4s. 0d. and 
£10 Os. Od. per ton, respectively—been maintained, the value of this 
export would have approached £1,000,000. Special features of the 
year’s export of ground-nuts were the large shipments to the United 
Kingdom, Holland, and Spain, while France only took about one-half 
the quantity exported instead of the usual 80 per cent. 


23. Decreases.—These, as regards value, prevailed under all heads. 
The decrease under one item, ground-nuts, amounted to the considerable 
total of £250,026. Among the other exports hides show a decrease 
of over £10,000 and palm-kernels one of more than £2,300. The 
continued regular decrease in rubber, wax, and ivory points to these 
commodities as likely to disappear from among the list of exports. 


24. The position of the ground-nut and palm-kernel industries 
will be seen from the 


Return SHOWING THE QUANTITY AND VALUE OF GROUND-NUTS AND 
PaLM-KERNELS EXPORTED DURING THE YEARS 1911 To 1915. 





{ 
Article. | 1911. 1912. 1913. 1914, 1915. 


Ground- (Weight. Tons. 47,931 | 64,169} 67,704 | 66,885 | 96,152 





nuts \ Value. £| 437,472 | 502,609 | 622,098 | 650,461 | 400,435 
Palm- fWeight. Tons. 444 445 546 495 326 


kernels | Value. £ a8 6,518 9,026 7,815 5,457 





25. The percentages of exports (exclusive of specie) to all countries 
in 1914 and 1915 were :— 


1914. 1915. 
United Kingdom .. ee me se 840: 38°86 
British Possessions .. oe me ie 0°52 0°59 
Belgium a oe ie ie = 1:55 _ 
Denmark... oe or de oo 1:99 7-68 
France BA : ae * -. 78°08 46°68 
French Possessions. . a fe a8 1:26 1:92 
Germany .. ‘ hfe nie ce 6°80 _— 
Portuguese Possessions .. re ee 0-03 — 
Spain. F te aa re ee 0°35 4:24 
Other Countries ae aA oe Bs 0-02 0°03 


The unusual shipments of nuts to the United Kingdom, Denmark, 
and Spain, referred to above account for the increases in the per- 
centages credited to these three countries. 


26. Agriculture-—The only article actively cultivated for export 
continues to be the ground-nut, which is likely to remain so until 
some other commodity more easily grown and of equal profit to the 
local cultivator is discovered. 
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27. A quantity of -seed-nuts were supplied throughout the 
Protectorate by the Government. 


28. Rice and koos, a species of millet, are the other principal crops 
grown by the natives. The quantities grown are not more than 
- sufficient for local consumption. Considerable quantities of rice are 
imported. 


29. Small areas of land are granted. Leasehold may be 
acquired. Rents for small lots suitable for trading stations range 
from about three pounds, upwards, according to the area taken up. 
The freehold of Crown Lands is not granted, save in exceptional 
circumstances. Leases are not issued in the first instance for more 
than twenty-one years. 


30. Shipping.—The total number of vessels entered and cleared 
during the year was 482, with-an aggregate tonnage of 530,624 tons, 
a decrease of 38 vessels and 41,316 tons as compared with 1914. 


Compared with the ycar 1914 British show a decrease while foreign 
ships show an increase. The shortage of British tonnage, partly 
met by the employment of foreign vessels, is due to conditions 
arising out of the war. 


30a. Of the total number of vessels entered and cleared at Bathurst 
during the year, 196 were British (39 sailing and 157 steam) and 286 
foreign (67 sailing and 219 steam). The aggregate tonnage of British 
vessels was 104,174 tons more than that of foreign vessels. The 
British tonnage was 317,000 tons against 366,000, and the French 
tonnage 96,000 against 71,000. 


31. A comparative statement, showing the total quantity and 
value of the revenue collected on spirits during the last five years is 
given in Appendix A. 


TII.—LEGISLATION. 


32. Twenty-four Ordinances were passed during the year. The 
most important were :— 


No. 12.—An Ordinance providing for the Recognition by the Courts 
of the Colony and Protectorate of Affidavits and other docu- 
ments sworn before British Diplomatic and Consular Officers. 


_ No. 15.—An Ordinance to provide for the Regulation and Control 
of the Supply of Pipe-borne water to the town of Bathurst 
and its environs. 


No. 19.—An Ordinance to amend the Law relating to the issue of 
Passports. 


No. 29.—An Ordinance to consolidate and amend the Law relating 
to the Customs Tariff. 
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IV.—EDUCATION. 
Schools. 


33. There are four schools in the Colony. One, founded in the 
early days of the Settlement by the Government, is maintained by 
the Church of England, the others were established by the Roman 
Catholic and the Wesleyan Missionary Societies and by the 
Mohammedans. Each of the first three denominational schools is 
under a European superintendent. The Government does not 
maintain any school, but contributes £150 per annum towards the 
salary of each superintendent. A grant is also made towards the 
salaries of the teachers in the Mohammedan School and the provision 
of prizes therein. Under the Education Ordinance further Grants-in- 
aid are provided. These afe based on the average attendance of 
pupils and on the results of examinations held by the Government 
Inspector of Schools. 


34. In Bathurst there are five affiliated schools, the Roman 
Catholic and Wesleyan bodies having two each, one for boys and one 
for girls, and the Anglican Church has one. During 1915 the numbers 
of pupils on the registers were :—Anglican, 263 ; Roman Catholic, 414; 
and Wesleyan, 606. Two other schools belonging to the Wesleyan 
and Roman Catholic denominations, situated at MacCarthy Island, 
had 87 and 50 pupils respectively on their registers. : 


35. The only secondary and technical education is provided by the 
Wesleyan Church, which has ‘a non-affiliated secondary school and a 
technical and industrial school for boys in Bathurst. The latter 
school is in receipt of an annual grant of £300 from the Government, 
and is examined once a year by a Government nominee. 


36. The Mohammedan School, managed by a Board of leading 
Mohammedans, presided over by the Inspector of Schools, had 91 
pupils on the roll during the year. Elementary subjects in English 
and Arabic are taught, and the Koran is studied. Twenty-eight 
pupils were presented for examination during 1915, of whom only 
fifteen passed. 


37. The total number of children on the rolls of the schools in 
1915 was 1,509, as compared with 1,512 in 1914. 


38. The subject of Elementary Hygiene and Sanitation is com- 
pulsory in Standards VI and VII of the schools. The Government 
gives monetary prizes to teachers successful in gaining hygiene 
certificates. 


39. The total income of the affiliated schools and the Mohammedan 
school during the year was £4,115 10s. 7d., as compared with 
£1,753 13s. 10d. in 1914. This income is derived from school fees, 
contributions by owners, and Government grants. The expenditure 
on buildings, repairs, school materials, salaries, and miscellaneous 
expenses equalled the revenue. 
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Industrial and Technical School. 


40. Seventeen pupils attended this school, situated in Bathurst, 
during the year; of these five were in the last vear of their apprentice- 
ship. Thisisa Wesleyan institution, but pupils of other denominations 
are admitted. Useful work, including masonry, carpentry, joinery, 
painting, glazing, and general blacksmithing, is performed. This 
school is deserving of support. 





V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
Hospitals. 


41. There are two hospitals, one of which is at Bathurst and the 
other at MacCarthy Island. In the former there is accommodation 
for four first-class, ten second-class, and nine third-class patients. 
The ward for female patients has accommodation for seventeen 
patients, including two cots for children. Four rooms are provided 
for cases requiring isolation. The wards for male and female patients 
are in separate buildings. 


42. The hospital at MacCarthy Island is under a native dispenser. 
Tt contains one ward for Europeans and three for native patients. 


43. A building situated about two miles from Bathurst is used 
for contagious diseases. The Colony was free from any epidemic 
during the year. Small-pox was prevalent in parts of the 
Protectorate. 


44. The medical staff consisted of a Senior Medical Officer and six 
other medical officers, one of whom is Medical Officer of Health at 
Bathurst. All are members of the West African Medical Staff. 
During the year three medical officers were at various times lent for 
war services. 


45. In addition to the Medical Officers the hospital staff included 
six trained nursing sisters (Europeans)—four of whom were employed 
on active service in the Cameroons—and a number of native 
dispensers, dressers, and nurses. 


46. During the year 488 in-patients were treated in the Bathurst 
hospital, as against 556 during 1914. There were 38 deaths. 


The total number of out-patients treated was 8,304, compared with 
9,799 in 1914. 


Home for Destitute and Afflicted Persons. 


47. Eight males and six females were admitted to this 
institution during the year. The home also serves as a hospital for 
such cases as the Senior Medical Officer may consider would be more 
comfortably attended to than in the General Hospital. 
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Government Savings Bank. 


48. The number of accounts open rose steadily from 470 in 1911 to 
733 in 1915, and the amount at their credit from £5,037 to £5,471. 


The figures for 1915 include transactions at the MacCarthy Island 
branch from the Ist February. During the year the sum of 
£3,704 19s. 3d. was deposited, and £3,826 3s. 6d. was withdrawn. 
The interest payable was £130 0s. 4d. 


VI.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
Police. 


49. The Police Force consists of 92 non-commissioned officers 
and men under a superintendent and an assistant superintendent, 
both of whom are Europeans. One non-commissioned officer and 
five men are stationed at MacCarthy Island. 


50. There were 141 prosecutions by the police during the year, as 
against 133 in 1914. 


Prisons. 


51. On the Ist January there were 31 prisoners remaining in 
Bathurst Gaol, and 171 were admitted during the year. 155 
prisoners were discharged on, and 13 before, the expiration of their 
sentences, while one was discharged by order, one discharged on 
licence, and two died. Thirty prisoners remained in gaol on 
the 3lst December. The thirteen discharged before the expiration 
of their sentences were sentenced in default of payments of fines 
and debts. In each case full settlement was made before discharge. 
The prisoner discharged by order of the Governor came from the 
Protectorate, and the convict’s licence was granted to a prisoner 
undergoing three years’ imprisonment with hard labour who had 
borne an exemplary character during his confinement. 


52. The health of the prisoners was satisfactory. There were two 
deaths, one, in the Colonial Hospital, was from dysentery and 
ankylostomiasis, and the other was due to cirrhosis of the liver. 
A coroner’s inquest was held in each instance. 


53, The daily average number of prisoners during the last five years 
was as follows:—In 1911 26, 1912 27, 1913 36, 1914 30, 1915 34, 
The increase in 1915, as compared with the year 1914, was due toa 
larger number of prisoners being sent during the year from the Pro- 
tectorate to Bathurst Gaol to undergo short terms of imprisonment. 


Criminal Statistics. 


54, There were only 13 cases, as against 27 in 1914, tried in the 
Supreme Court, resulting in 10 convictions, of which 7 were for 
larceny and shop- stealing, and the remainder tor embezzlement, 
forgery, and other offences against property. 
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55. The total number of cases tried during the year in the 
Supreme Coart, which comprises within its jurisdiction the whole of 
the Colony and of the Protectorate, testifies as to the absence of 
serious crime in the Gambia. 


56. Five hundred and seventy-four persons were summarily 
convicted in the Police Court. This increase of 115 over the number 
in 1914 is due to an increase in prosecutions under the provisions of 
the Public Health Ordinance of 1912, more especially to that portion 
of it dealing with mosquito larve, under which there were no less 
than 369 prosecutions. 


57. During the year, 336 cases were reported from the Protectorate, 
an increase of 69 over the number reported in 1914. The cases 
consisted chiefly of various offences under the Protectorate Ordinance 
of 1913, and again showed an absence of serious crime in the 
Protectorate, and testifies to the efficiency of the Travelling Commis- 
sioners in the various Provinces. 





VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 


58. The last census taken in the Colony and Protectorate gives a 
total population of 146,101. The population is subjected annually to 
a more or less temporary increase owing to the influx of “ strange 
farmers ” to the Protectorate. 


59. The following isa 


Comparative ReTuRN SHowine THE Birtus AND Deatus REGISTERED 
in Baruurst, British Komso, tHe CEDED MILE, AND MacCartay 
IsLaND DURING THE Five YEars 1911-1915. 





egw Births. Deaths, | Excess of Deaths Excess of Births 





over Births. over Deaths. 
1911 306 318 12 = 
1912 303 336 33 — 
1913 292 335 43 —_— 
1914 306 342 | 36 — 
1915 279 296 | 17 _ 





€0. The death-rate in the Colony showed a decrease, being 35:4 per 
1,000, as against 39°8 in 1914. 


61. The number of Europeans, including females, residing in the 
Colony and Protectorate during the year was 128, including 44 officials. 
No Europeans were invalided. No death occurred among the 
European residents. 
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62. Twenty-seven marriages were registered during the year 1915. 
The number is one more than that for 1914. Five marriage licences 
were issued in 1915, as compared with eight in 1914, ten in 1913, 
three in 1912, and eight in 1911. 


63. There were 660 vaccinations performed in Bathurst and 2,057 
in the Protectorate during the year. 


64. The sanitation of Bathurst is attended to by the Board of 
Health, of which the Senior Medical Officer is chairman and the 
Colonial Engineer and Superintendent of Police are ex-officio members. 
The remaining six members are appointed annually by the Govemor. 
The officials of the Board consist of a town warden, an assistant town 
warden, five inspectors of nuisances, a market clerk, a cemetery 
keeper, a groom, four lamp-lighters, and forty labourers, the latter 
being increased to sixty during the rains. 


65. In the Protectorate sanitation is attended to, as far as possible, 
by the Travelling Commissioners, who are guided by special Sanitary 
Instructions. Prizes are given to the cleanest village in each 
Province. 


66. The climate of the Gambia is damp and oppressive during the 
rainy season, June to October, and is more generally trying than in 
other places with a greater rainfall, owing to the extremes, both as 
regards temperature and moisture, experienced during the two 
seasons. : 


67. A Meteorological Station of the second class is maintained in 
Bathurst. During 1915 the highest shade temperature recorded was 
100 degrees, and the lowest, 53 degrees. The rainfall was 47°64 inches. 
The average of the monthly maxima was 92-7, and of the minima 
60°9 at Bathurst. At MacCarthy Island the corresponding figures 
were 104°5 and 82:0. 


VIII—POSTAL TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE SERVICES. 


Postal. 


68. The irregularity in the mail service between Liverpool and 
Bathurst was not lessened by the War. The increased number of 
steamers carrying ground-nuts to the United Kingdom afforded 
additional opportunities for despatching mails thereto direct. Frequent 
communication with Europe vid Dakar (French Senegal) was possible 
owing to more steamers going to that port from Bathurst. 


69. There are only two Post Offices established, at Bathurst and 
MacCarthy Island respectively, in the Colony. Mails for MacCarthy 
Island and the Protectorate are conveyed in a Government steamer 
and in vessels and launches belonging to trading firms. This mail 
service is frequent during the trading season. 
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70. The volume of business transacted in the Postal Department 
during the last five years is shown in the following general return :— 

















Total Number Total Value of 
e : 5 of Letters, Money and Postal 

Year. | Receipts. | Expenditureipsrcels, &e.,dealt| Orders issued 

| with. and paid. 

em zs ae ne = 

£ £ £ 
1911 | 1,811 818 128,265 14,386 
1912 *4,624 995 135,269 16,211 
1913 1,715 | 844 157,324 20,947 
1914 | 1,376 154 | 129,951 19,732 
1915 | 889 887 147,688 15,759 

| 





* New issue of Postage stamps. 


The decrease in the receipts was due to the small sale of stamps to 
foreign dealers. 


71. The “cash on delivery” system was introduced in 1908. 


72. The African Direct Telegraph Company, Limited, maintains 
the only cable telegraph station in the Colony. The ordinary rate ior 
messages to the United Kingdom is three shillings and two pence per 
word. Deferred cables at half rates may be despatched. 


73. ‘There is no inland telegraph. A limited telephone service is 
maintained between Government offices, some official quarters, the 
bank and shipping office. Government House at Cape St. Mary is 
connected by telephone. 4 





IX.—GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


75. The Denton Bridge, named after a former Governor, Sir George 
Denton, with whom it originated, was completed during the year at 
a total cost of £19,864 6s. 1ld. This useful and substantial work 
bridges Oyster Creek, the greatest obstacle on the road to Cape St. 
Mary, and forms the principal link between the latter and Bathurst. 
The widening of the two other short bridges on the road and the 
laying of a light railway would, if carried out, as projected for a 
number of years, materially assist toward benefiting the health of the 
European community in Bathurst by enabling it to utilize Cape St. 
Mary as a residential quarter. Beyond the completion of the Denton 
Bridge and some progress being made with the scheme for a pipe-borne 
water supply for Bathurst, no other public work of any magnitude 
was carried out during the year. 

W. T. CampsE Lt, 
Colonial Secretary. 
Bathurst, Gambia. 


21st June, 1916. 





APPENDIX A. 


CoMPARATIVE STATEMENT SHOWING THE TOTAL QUANTITY AND VALUE OF, 
AND REVENUE CULLECTED ON, SPIRITS DURING THE Years 1911 vo 1915. 








i 'Revenue} 
uantit: in De- 
Year. : in "| gallons | clared |4erived Duty chargeable Explanation. 
*gallons.|at 100°) value. |_from imported. 
| Tralles.| | Duties. 
| _€ £ ] 
1911 | 62,727; — 8,512 |10,518) From 24th April, 1908, | Value of Spi- 
{ i 4s, 2d. the imperial gal- | pit, Imports 
| lon, or part thereof, upon | ymounted 
spirits except perfumes | t 9 1-05 per 
of or under standard | (ent of 
strength, of greater wh ‘ole. ine 
strength, 1d. per degree. d d 
Provided in the case of | Ward trade 
spirit other than whisky | 12 eluding 
and brandy under stand- | specie. 
ard strength, an abate- 
j ment shall be allowed at- 
the rate of 1d. for every 
degree of strength below 
50 degrees down to a 
minimum of 30 degrees, 
after which no further 
abatement shall be 
| allowed. 

1912 | 72,158; — /|10,960/11,887 Do. Value of Spi- 
| rit Imports 
| amounted 

| | to 144 per 
cent. of 
whole trade 
including 
specie. 

1913 |114,279| — |17,064]18,131 Do. Value of Spi- 
rit Imports 

be amounted 
| to 156 per 
cent. of 
whole trade 
including 

specie. 

1914 | 26,780111,471| 4,991] 4,823 Do. Value of Spi- 
zit Imports 
amounted 
to 0°72 per 
cent. of 
whole trade 
ineluding 
specie. 

1915 | 16,547| 7,441) 4,104 3,814 /rrom ist April, 1915, 58. 6d. | Value of Spi- 
Re me eile, aa | it Imports 
of airength greater than stand. | amounted 
ard strength for every degree, or | to 0°79 per 
part thereof, an additional Idd.) Gant, of 
Provided in ‘the ease of spirits, is 
except rhs, and brands| Whole trade 
abatement shail be aliewea at | 12Cluding 
the value of 1d. for every degree | Specie. 
of strength below 50 degrees 
down to a minimum of 26 de- 
grees, after which no further 
abatement shall be allowed. 























*The quantity shown is that actually taken into consumption in each year. 
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Work ConpDucTeD at THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE FoR THE COLONY 
OF THE GamBIA DuRING 1915. 


Economic Investigations. 


No samples of economic products for examination were received 
at the Imperial Institute from the Gambia in 1915. The work of the 
Technical Information Bureau has, however, been continued on the 
lines indicated last year, and the following particulars of its activities 
during 1915 with regard to Gambia products may be given. 


A circular on “New. Markets for British Indian and Colonial 
Ground-nuts and their Products” was issued early in the year, and was 
widely distributed amongst oil-seed crushers, merchants, and others 
in the United Kingdom. Ground-nuts had not been previously 
crushed to any extent in the United Kingdom, but as the result of the 
publication of this circular considerable interest was aroused in the 
subject, and several British firms are now regularly crushing the nuts. 
It is understood that in this connection representatives of British 
firms visited the Gambia for the purpose of purchasing supplies of 
ground-nuts. 


General information relating to the Gambia and its resources was 
also furnished by the Bureau in reply to enquiries. 


Publications. 


The following articles on the products of the Gambia or of special 
interest in the Colony were published in the “Bulletin of the 
Imperial Institute” for 1915 (Volume XIII) :— 

The possibilities of Sericiculture in British Colonies and 
Dependencies. 

The War and the World’s Cotton Crops. 

The Feeding Value of Palm Kernel Cake. 

Piassava Industry of British West Africa. 

Cassava: its Cultivation and Utilisation. 

Ground-nuts. 


Later in the year a monograph on “ Oil Seeds and Feeding Cakes 
was issued by the Imperial Institute and published by Mr. John 
Murray. The book deals fully with ground nuts, palm kernels, and 
other oil seeds, and was issued with a view to extending the 
utilisation in the United Kingdom of these seeds as sources of oi] and 
feeding cake. The book has already had a large circulation. 


Gambia Court. 


Gambia is represented in the Public Exhibition Galleries of 
the Imperial Institute by a Court containing exhibits illustrating the 
resources and industries of the country. 


The Court has received no new exhibits during 1915. The cases ° 
have been renovated and new labels added. 


The following recent reports, 


COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 





&c., relating to His Majesty’s 


Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 





ANNUAL. 

Colony, &e. Year. 
Hong Kong 1914 
Bechuanaland Protectorate 1914-1915 
Basutoland . me » 
Gold Coast 1914 
Jamaica 1914-1915 
Gambia 1914 
Straits Settlements . iat aa my 
Northern Territories of the Gold Coast a eat ” 
Ashanti : 2 
Cyprus 1914-1915 
Swaziland. . ” 
Somaliland Ae 5 5 
British Honduras : 1914 
British Solomon Islands 1914-1915 
Tongan Islands Protectorate fe 
Barbados .. 3 oe es 
Falkland Islands" 1914 
Uganda as 1914-1915 
British Guiana 4 
Mauritius . 1914 
Leeward Islands | 1914-1915 
Trinidad and Tobago in 
Nigeria .. bs 1914 
Cayman Islands .. 1914-1915 
St. Lueia.. a3 
East Africa Protectorate. 9% 
Imperial Institute 1914 
Nyasaland 1914-1915 
Gilbert and Ellice ‘Islands 33 
Weihaiwei : 1915 
Zanzibar .. Bs 
Piji ” 


Sierra Leone 


Turks and Caicos Islands 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Colony, &c. 





Northern Nigeria 


Nyasaland 
Southern Nigeria 


Imperial Institute a 


Southern Nigeria 
West Indies .. 


Southern Nigeria 
Southern Nigeria 
Ceylon 


Imperial Institute “ 


Southern Nigeria 
St. Vincent .. 


Subject. 





Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 

Rubber and Gutta-percha, 

Mineral Survey, 1910. 

Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, &c. 

Mineral Survey, 1911. 

Mineral Survey, 1912. 

Mineral Survey. 

Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 

Mineral ‘Survey, 1913. 

Roads and Land Settlement. 
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GIBRALTAR. 


(For Report for 1914 see No. 850.) 


Tur Actrinc-GovERNOR To THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Gibraltar, 
4th September, 1916. 


Sir, 

I have the honour to forward the Blue Book of Gibraltar for the 
year 1915, accompanied by a report by the Colonial Secretary on the 
contents thereof. 


I have, &c., 
J. T. Jounston, Major-General, 
Acting-Governor. 


The Right Honourable 
A. Bonar Law, M.P., 
&e., &e., &e. 


(C300) Wt.45316/1003, 1,000 & 90, 10,16. B.& F.,Ltd., G.11/2. 
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REPORT ON THE ANNUAL BLUE BOOK FOR 1915. 





FINANCIAL. 
£ 
The balance on the Ist of January was ne 205,496 
The total revenue of the year was AG she 95,544 
301,040 
The total expenditure of the year was .. be 142,119 
Leaving a balance on 31st December of ee £158,921 


The revenue was £5,823 more than that in 1914, and exceeded the 
estimate by £11,817. The principal increases under the various Heads 
of Revenue are as follows :— 


Customs: £4,686, the increase being shared by all the sub-heads. 
Fees of Court, &c., £1,674. 
Post Office: £857. 


Decreases appear under Port Harbour and Wharf Dues of £456, 
Licences, &c., of £196, Rents of Government Property of £155, and 
Interest of £745. The decrease under Port Harbour and Wharf 
Dues is attributable mainly to a reduction in the number of hulks 
and I’ ..ers, while the reduction in the amount received in interest is 
due to the sale of investments. 


The expenditure for the year exceeded that of 1914 by £20,699. 
Under Public Works Extraordinary there is an increase of £7,196, 
which is chiefly due to the fact that £47,239 was expended on the 
Waterport Extension Works, as against £40,690 in 1914. The 
expenditure on these works is chargeable to surplus funds. Other 
increases are £10,752, for expenses in connection with prisoners of 
war, and for the purchase of an aeroplane for presentation to the 
Imperial Government ; £1,285, under Police, for temporary constables, 
war allowances and bonus tothe Force ; £1,640 under Port Department 
for additional temporary staff, repairs to launches, &c.; £285 under 
Treasury, for additional temporary staff, and £283 under Colonial 
Hospital, caused by the appointment of a second assistant surgeon. 


AssETs AND LiaBILiTIEs. 


On the 3lst of December 1915, the assets amounted to £365,486, 
and the liabilities to £206,564. The excess of assets was £158,922. 


The Supreme Court funds in the custody of the Treasurer 
amounted to £30,697. 


There is no Public Debt. 
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CURRENCY. 


The currency is that of the United Kingdom. Since the Bank 
Note Ordinance, which was enacted on the 5th of August, 1914, it 
includes also currency notes issued by the Government of Gibraltar, 
of the value of £50, £5, £1, 10s., and 2s. 


The total value of currency notes outstanding 





on Ist January, 1915, amounted to . . £94,800 
Issued during the year. ww . 53,210 
148,010 

Cancelled during the year ‘ ‘ 4 . 21,510 
Outstanding on 31st December, 1915. . £126,500 





Pusitc Boarps. 


There is one Public Board only, viz :— 


The Sanitary Commissioners of Gibraltar. It consists of two 
commissioners representing the Government of Gibraltar, one to 
represent the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, one to 
represent His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for War, the 
principal medical officer of the troops, and four other persons chosen 
by the Governor from a panel of qualified persons presented by the 
Grand Jurors. Their powers and duties are defined by the Public 
Health Ordinance, 1907. 


The borrowing powers of the Sanitary Commissioners are limited 
to twice the amount of the rateable value of the premises in Gibraltar, 
which, as ascertained by the revised tenement valuation on 1st October, 
1915, is £213,835. The extent of the Commissioners’ borrowing 
powers is therefore £427,670. 


Of the amount mentioned in the foregoing paragraph, £241,561 
have been raised up to the end of 1915, leaving a balance of £186,109 
available to meet expenditure on services for which capital would 
have to be raised. 


TRADE AND INDUSTRIES. 


With the exception of the manufacture of tobacco, and some boat 
building, there are no large industries in Gibraltar. The port is 
concerned mainly with transit trade, goods destined for various ports 
on the Mediterranean, specially in Morocco, being transhipped at 
Gibraltar and forwarded by local transport firms. Gibraltar is a 
coaling station of some importance, and the amount of coal supplied 
to merchant shipping during 1915 was 365,635 tons, which exceeds 
any previous record for at least 20 years. 


The number and tonnage of vessels entered and cleared in each 
of the last two years are shown hereunder :— 
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Stream VESSELs. 













































































Entered. Cleared. 
as 
Nationality. 1914. 1915. 1914. 1915, 
Ves-| |Ves- Ves- | Ves- 
gels.| TOPS | sels.| TOPS | seis,| Tons ‘sels, | Tons. 
| S \ 
Great Britain .. 1,768'4,009,318 1,908'4,229,203)1,738'3,953,911/1,769| 3,908,356 
Spain .. ..| 622) 264,918) 455) 317,457) 542) 187,554; 382) 170,589 
Germany ..| 157) 424,452) — =_ 149} 407,191} —! _ 
Norway .. .-; 156) 158,404) 216 218,461) 156} 153,574; 194! 186,238 
Sweden .. tk 96| 67,673) 62) 48,783) 96| 63,822) 50) »39,792 
France .. ++, 169) 162,465) 96 128,909) 166) 154,850' 89) 101,342 
Denmark ..{ 115; 93,920) 97 75,451) 110) 89,459) 81 61,938 
Italy oe ..| 197) 469,691) 476,216,965) 149] 293,672) 236! 490,174 
Holland .. --; 130; 265,279) 134 225,559) 113) 217,097 101, 144,089 
Greece .. «+ 115! 210,866) 209! 413,702) 107) 191,319! 117) 216,630 
Austria .. ate 43, 69,536, — — 42, 65,087; — = 
Belgium 3 18, 26,298] 34; 47,261 16} 21,155) 31 41,171 
Russia .. oe 19; 21,908 24 44,124; 18 21,165) 24) 45,706 
Other Countries. . | 53,172; 58, 145,624, 28 50,238 45) 115,714 
| 
os =: - 7 
| | | | | 
Total Steam | i | | / 
Vessels ate (8,635 6,287,900 3,769,7,111,499)3,430 5,870,094)3, 119} 5,521,739 
| | 
Satine VussELs. 
Entered. Cleared. 
Nationality. 1914, 1915. 1914, | 1915. 
Ves- Ves Ves. Ves 
sels.| TOMS: | sels. Tons. | gels | Tons. | geis,| Tons. 
{ 1 | | 
Great Britain 115) 8,733) 108) 10,333) 59) 4,374) 70 6,341 
Spain 377, 11,736) 451 9,938) 158) 6,392) 148} 5,243 
Portugal .. 43 2,178} 41 2,228) 11) 775) 13} 1,062 
Denmark 21, 3,372| 19) 2,933) 20 3,114, 18 2,444 
Norway .. vi 865 6 2,904 7 716 4 2,654 
Russia 2) 865 7 2,309) 2 865 6 1,719 
Italy 3 2,052); 11 8,754 1 235) 8 7,720 
Holland .. 14 3,724 7 1,834) 7 1,197 3 537 
France , 22 821) 9 1,513 13) 872 | 1,146 
Germany fe 8) 1,412) — _ 6) 938) — —— 
Other Countries. . —| _ 5 3,592; —| _ 4 2,825 
Total Sailing 
Vessels .-| 612} 35,758) 664 46,338) 284! 19,478) 281 31,691 
Grand Total. . 4,247/6,323,658)4,433/7, 157,837 3,714'5,889,572|3,400| 5,553,430 
| { 
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LEGISLATION. 


Eight Ordinances were enacted during the year 1915, three of 
which were rendered necessary by circumstances connected with the 
present War. 





EDUCATION. 


The total number of scholars on the roll of the state-aided elemen- 
tary schools for the education of the poor was 2,786, and the average 
attendance 2,137. 


The total expenditure of the schools is returned at £3,339, and the 
revenue at £3,536, of which the Government contributed £2,692. 


Fifteen schools are in receipt of Government aid. 


Besides the Government-aided schools there are a number of private 
schools, the instruction at which is mainly elementary, with the 
exception of the Christian Brothers College (boys), Loretto Convent 
(girls), and St. Francis Xavier’s (mixed), where secondary education 
is provided. 


There are also schools under military management for the children 
of soldiers in the garrison. Particulars in respect of these schools 
have not been included in the return. 


Lectures on hygiene, illustrated by lantern slides, were given to 
school children during the year. 


A scheme for the introduction of compulsory elementary education 
has been sanctioned by the Secretary of State, and an Ordinance for 
that purpose will probably be enacted during the current year. 


GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 


CotontaL Hosprrat. 


The daily average number of patients under treatment in the 
Colonial Hospital was 51 (39 males and 12 females). The total 
number treated, including those remaining in the hospital at the end 
of the previous year (38), was 784 (613 males and 171 females). 


The number of deaths was 59 (44 males and 15 females). 291 
surgical operations were performed. Of those who underwent 
operation, 7, or approximately 2 per cent., died. 


The number of out-patients treated was 7,754. 


In the small-pox hospital 24 patients were treated (14 males and 
10 females) ; 23 were received during the year, of whom 2 died. 


The cost of maintenance of the whole institution amounted to 
£6,840, exclusive of expenditure on painting, repairs, alterations, &c. 


The net cost per bed was £98 15s. 6d., or 5s. 5d. a day. 
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TUBERCULOSIS AND Destirute Sick ScHEMES. 


At the tuberculosis dispensary, under the management of the 
Sanitary Commissioners, the monthly attendance of patients for 
inspection and treatment during the year averaged 55:5. 


In the Tuberculosis Home, under the same management, 23 adults 
and 36 children were accommodated at different periods of the year. 
The number of patients visited at their homes by the Medical Officer 
of Health averaged 30 each week; 11,396 lbs. of beef and 22,905 pints 
of milk were distributed to patients during the year. 540 pesetas 
(about £22) were expended in providing extra accommodation required 
for necessitous patients for whom provision could not be made in the 
Tuberculosis Home. There were six deaths in the home from 
advanced tuberculosis. 


The amount contributed in 1915 by the Colonial Government 
towards the scheme for the treatment of cases of tubercular disease 
and of the destitute sick was £1,158. 


Lunatic AsyLum. 


The daily average number of patients in the Lunatic Asylum was 
34 (22 males and 12 females); 14 (12 males and two females) having 
been admitted during the year. There were three deaths. The total 
cost of the institution, exclusive of medicines and repairs to the 
building oe £1,999. The average annual cost per patient was 
£57 8s. 2d. 


Savines Bang. 


There were 4,466 depositors in the Savings Bank at the close of the 
year with £173,379 and 243,952 pesetas to their credit. The deposits 
received amounted to £68,736, the withdrawals to £52,325 and 
77,961 pesetas. 


The profits transferred to Colonial revenue came to £2,943. 


JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


The number of persons committed to prison in 1915 was 265 (255 
men, six women and four juveniles); of these one was a naval 
prisoner sentenced by the naval authorities. The daily average 
number in prison was 15'90. One death was reported. 


The prison was maintained at a cost of £1,169, exclusive of repairs to 
buildings, painting, &c. The number of persons brought before the 
Police Magistrate was 968 ; of these, 786 were summarily convicted 
(162 less than in 1914). There were 55 persons discharged with a 
caution, 123 for want of prosecution, and 48 on the merits of 
the case. 
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Of the 786 summary convictions, 20 were for offences against 
the person, 51 for offences against property, and 715 for other 
offences. : 

The Police Magistrate committed 11 persons for trial in the 
Supreme Court :— 

One for an offence against the person, nine for offences against 
property, and one for an offence under the Official Secrets Act, 1911. 


The 968 persons dealt with by the Police Magistrate consisted of :— 
225 Aliens, 34 Maltese, 575 natives of Gibraltar, and 134 other 
British subjects. 





VITAL STATISTICS. 


The civil population in the city and harbour according to the 
census taken in 1911, and as estimated in 1915, is as follows :— 











Census, 1911. Estimated, 1915. 
British subjects other than Maltese . 7,948 8,811 7,666 8,272 
Maltese t a 266 110 169 56 
Aliens on permit. oe ose «-| 1,014 1,437 872 908 








9,228 10,358 8,707 9,236 
steht ae er tes 
19,586 17,943 
showing an estimated decrease of 1,643. 


Birtus, Marriages, AND DEATas. 





Births :— 1914. 1915. 
Civil .. ue oye ne .. 388 368 

Marriages :— : 
Civil Fixed .. 118 133 
NYE loating 21 24 
139 157 

Deaths :— 

. Fixed .. AG oe .. 259 283 
Gil apes ig os a a0 48 47 
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The temperature and rainfall are given in the following tables :— 


Arr TEMPERATURE. 





Month. 1914. 1915. 
January .. is ap Be .. 529 52°6 
February .. ae af a -» 56-2 54-4 
March .. ne 2; on . OT4 57:3 
Aprile ere) needs | cis pte e508 58-0 
May ee hy bd we .. 64:5 64:7 
June a sf Me ae .. 669 69°6 
July, (oy) ik ae None eet 746 
August .. 7 Sh oe .. 73°8 76:1 
September a a ‘ee oy 130 70-9 
October .. ss ‘ 28 .. 657 64°6 
November ie es Ne ees 6071 
December os e re .. 561 56'3 

Mean Maximum .. 692 693 
Mean Minimum .. .. 573 57:2 
Mean for the year... .. 63:0 63:3 
1914. 1915. 
On 19 Sept. On 23 July & 
10 August. 
Absolute maximum .. 90:0 95:0 
On7 Jan. On20&21 Dec. 
Absolute Minimum .. 36°0 40:0 
RAINFALL. 
1914 1915 

Month. In. Tn. 
January os ae a ce 81 12°8 
February Pa ie as - 5:05 20 
March .. Be es ee .. = 192 17:8 
April... Ss es ae ve B08 36 
Mays ise) Da wah en 08 1-2 
June... a oe Ax ae _ _ 
July... a ts Se - = — 
August .. 2 be Bs ke _ _— 
September oe He =a si _ 0-2 
October .. se oe aa «455 13 
November on Ne ‘2 .. 10°83 91 
December oy Ma ore .. 558 2°2 

36°75 53-2 





The greatest rainfall in twenty-four hours was 6°09 inches on the 
17th of March. 


GIBRALTAR, 1915. 11 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


From a financial point of view the year has been a satisfactory one ; 
the revenue has reached the high figure of £95,500, while the 
improvement in trade has been well maintained. The trade of 
Gibraltar is concerned mainly with forwarding to neighbouring 
Mediterranean ports, or to ports on the Atlantic coast of Morocco, of 
goods transhipped from ocean steamers, and it must be noted that one 
effect of the War has been to encourage this trade, owing both to the 
security of the Gibraltar route, and the fact that other rival routes 
have not been able to maintain the same facilities of transport. It is 
to be hoped that it may be possible to retain this advantage after the 
War, and that the capital expended on the extension of the wharf 
accommodation, and provision of equipment for landing cargo, will 
contribute towards this end. 


In this connexion attention should be drawn to the large increase 
in the amount of coal supplied to shipping at this port, about 90,000 
tons more being exported in 1915 than in the previous year. There 
can be no doubt that the War has emphasised the importance of 
maintaining adequate facilities for the supply of fuel to merchant 
vessels at Gibraltar. 


With the exception of the Waterport Extension Works, which had 
neared completion by the end of the year, no large extraordinary 
works were undertaken during 1915, as the high cost of freight and 
materials made it advisable to postpone construction in all but urgent 
cases. Works already in hand, such as the new Roman Catholic School, 
were completed, and progress was made with alterations or additions 
to various Crown properties which could not conveniently be 
delayed. 


£1,700 was paid toward the cost of the extension of the Catalan 
Bay Road, a work undertaken by the Sanitary Commissioners. This 
road has now been completed and the advantage of the additional 
means for recreation thus afforded has at once become apparent. 


There have been various items of increase in expenditure which are 
directly due to the War, such as expenditure in connection with the 
maintenance of prisoners of war, which amounted to £8,000, and the 
purchase of an aeroplane, £2,250. To the same cause is attributable 
a considerable portion of the increase in the cost of the Port, Police, and 
Treasurer’s departments. Excluding the amount expended on the 
Waterport Extension Works, which is a charge against surplus funds, 
the expenditure for the year is more than covered by the revenue. 
An arrangement with the Anglo-Egyptian Bank, under which the bank 
advances, without further charges, funds in London up to a certain 
proportion of the notes issued to it by the Colonial Government, has 
relieved the Colony from the necessity of realising securieties at an 
unfavourable time to defray the cost of the Waterport Extension 
Works. 
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Throughout the year the civil administration has had to deal with 
problems, more or less difficult, as to supplies of food or fodder for 
the garrison and the civil population, and new sources of supply have 
had to be arranged. The high price of food, coupled with the low 
tate of exchange, has pressed hardly on the people of Gibraltar, more 
especially on those of slender income. The Government has, however, 
been able to rely on the cheerful and loyal assistance of all sections 
of the public in the application of any measures which military 
conditions rendered necessary, and there has been a ready response 
to all appeals by the numerous War funds, both British and Allied. 


W. C. F. Rosertson, 
Colonial Secretary. 


29th August, 1916. 





COLONIAL REPORTS, &c. 





The following recent reports, &., relating to His Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 


the sources indicated on the title page: 


No. 


862 
863 
864 
865 
866 
867 
868 
869 
870 
871 
872 
873 
874 
875 
876 
877 
878 
879 
880 
881 
882 
883 
884 
885 
886 
887 
888 
889 
890 
891 
892 
893 
894 
895 
896 


ANNUAL. 


Colony, &«. 





Straits Settlements 


Northern Territories of the Gold Coast 


Ashanti 

Cyprus 

Swaziland a 
Somaliland oe 
British Honduras 
British Solomon Islands. . 
Tongan Islands Protectorate 
Barbados .. 

Falkland Islands 
Uganda is 
British Guiana 
Mauritius .. 

Leeward Islands .. 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Nigeria 
Cayman Islands .. 

St. Lucia .. 

East Africa Protectorate 
Imperial Institute 


Nyasaland 

Gilbert and Ellice Islands 
Weihaiwei 2 
Zanzibar .. a oF 
Fiji oe 


Sierra Leone 

Turks and Caicos Islands. 
Gambia .. er 
Trinidad and Tobago 





Year. 





1914 


” 


1914-1915 


1914 
1914-1915 


, 
1914 
1914-1915 
1914 
1914-1915 
1914 
1914-1915 
i. 
id 
1914 
1914-1915 


a on 9 
eee o. 1915 





Hong Kong a a ; na ie 
Ashanti .. a : 1915 
Gold Coast oe ao! 
Malta a a ss 1915-1916 
St. Helena oe 1915 
Seychelles as ae os wee 3 
Bechuanaland Protectorate - a ++ 1915-1916 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Colony, &c. Subject. 
Northern Nigeria .. Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 


Nyasaland c 
Southern Nigeria 
Imperial Institute 
Southern Nigeria 
West Indies 


Southern Nigeria 
Southern Nigeria 
Ceylon... 

Imperial Institute 
Southern Nigeria 
St. Vincent .. 


1908-9. 
Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
Rubber and Gutta-percha. 
Mineral Survey, 1910. 
Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, &c. 
Mineral Survey, 1911. 
Mineral Survey, 1912. 
Mineral Survey. 
Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 
Mineral Survey, 1913. 
Roads and Land Settlement. 
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